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The Dangets in Deision Day
By A L Vail

“Decision Day'” is a new applicant for Raptisg
favor. A large nimber of such applicants  have
arisen in recent years. Most of them oricinate
in Pedobapt st connections; but since we gre 3
very accommaodating sort of propls, and a Bgde
thin skinned under the charge of bigotry, we are
more or less inclined to fall into lins with any
new thing that comes along looking as if it mighy
be useful withont involving any v ry serious
risk.  The Baptists who pride themselves on
being broad-minded and progressive, are rea iy
to ask, ““What harm is there in ‘Decision Day'
any way?"'  To answer that question, in part at
least, is the present purpose,

The idea of the institution is this: A day onee
a vear is set apart for a concerted and special
effort in Sunday schools to induce the children to
“*decide for Christ '*  Pres<ure (of wha quality
and how urgent depending on the manipulators
of the effort) is brought to bear on the children
in the mass to induce them to indicate in some
way, usually a very easy way, that they “‘decide
for Christ.””  What harm is there in that? We
answer in two ways, considering the method fiest |
individua'ly, as standing by itself; second colleg-
tively, in its associations,

1. View it Individually, as an isolated action,
in a Baptist school and atm wphere, separate from
the interpretations placed on it by the use and un-
derstandings elsewhere.  So viewed, it seems to
me open to serious objection because of several
perils involved in it. 3 Y

1. The peril of the Time Limit. One day is
set apart for this appeal, one day out of the
whole year; if not exclusively so, then conspicu-
ously so; and the tendency will be toward the ex-
clusive interpretation, and the omission of si~h
appeal at other times. _This day is announced |

Day.”" and others therefore are not
decision days in any serious sense, if at all. But
there is only one legitimate time word in Chris- |
tian evangelism—' Now!"  One has no right to
set any day anywhere in the future for any one
to decide to accept or reject Christ. Whoever
does that, in a Sunday school as certainly as
elsewhere, insults the Lord and imperils the soul. |
What is needed with the young no less than the
old, is to understand that it is exceedingly peril-
ous to trifle with God, and that putting off the
acceptance of His grace is trifling with Him; that
God is sovereign in this whole field; that we are
saved by gracc and that grace is under no obliga-
tions to us; that God has a right to reject us to-
morrow if we reject Him to day; that if we put
Him off till our “‘decision day,” He may put us
off forever. ‘‘Decision Day " as I understand it
to b commonly conceived, is equivalent to placing
God in thé attitude of subordination, waiting for
us to set the time at which we will * decide"
what we will do with Him. But He is sovereign.
To Him belongs the leadership in methods and
times of human salvation. we cannot cousis-
tently adopt any method of evaungelism that im-
pairs 's insistence on immediate attention
That the **Decision Day'' method is such, in its
tendency and almost inevitable effect, seems to
me evident. 2 :
2. The peril of Magnetic Deception. It is
great even with adults; here was perhaps the
greatest evil in a certain kind of old time revival
that comparatively dealt wit adults and did not
seek children. But the peri' is intensified with
the young. The idea capt.i .. 1he imagination,
Child| is impulsive and grey...ious; 1t is re-
sponsive to the sway of the crowd, and thinks
that the; way the crowd goes must be the right
way. Other things ¢qual, youth needs for this
Teason 10 be dealt with religiously in special soli-
tude and quiet, in order to be dealt with safely.
Have we not seen it? A skilful manager can in-
duce acompany of children 10 rise in resp to
almost any proposal; and the more of them he
has in hand, the more easily he can manage them
That is always true? Ves, but with one day - et
apart for concerted movement, not only loc-!ly
but universally, the danger is imwensely in-

| vouth with its limited  experience,
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creaesd,  Have we wot had enongh mischiel of
i kinet of thing, without adopting a method

that pots a prominm on it?

The peril of Vital Error.  his has relation to
the wtigin and quality of the saved life. It in-
valves vrrat in relation te all fundamental truths,
S tepentance, faith, and their kindred jn the
doetrinat Kingdom: but space forbids the reat-
ment o them, and the feader can catch the bear-
ines for himsed as we nnfold briefly the central
doctyine in this view, that of the origin and
auslity of the spirtnal lite, in which all else de-
vends, The poist is this: A day is set apart in

{ Whiel chiildren are to “*decide’ theig relations to

Christ: we are thinking of 1t as iw the Baptist
atmospliere, where thereis a fair degres of cor-

fectness in the genertl understandings abroad; |

stll that wav of purting it will almost eertainly
sive the tmpressian that the making of a Chris-
tianis in the simple wilting of the person himself;

| 1t isall a question of his decision: he can decide the

whole issne somewhar as he can decide what
ki & of candy he will have; if he rises or holds

np his hand, that makes him a Christian; his |

" decision” is all, far God as well as himself
The peril herein i peculiarly  the perit of
its compara-
tive innocence and its abounding self confidence.
Fhe scheme is constructed to ignore the Holy
Spirit as the initial pawer and authority, and to
repudiate the birth from above as the essential
basis for the cffectiveness of the human il

The *'Decision Day"" method belongs rather
with Presbyterianism.  The Presbyterian (the
Reformed) system is logically adapted te *‘Deci-
sion Day,” for the “children of the church,” at
least.  Its idea is that the child of church
members is, Ly virtue of natural birth, in the
church, and in the kingdom of Heaven, at least
to the extent of giving superior standing before
God, so that all he has to do, on reaching discre-

tion, is to assume that he is rigqt with God and
go ahead on M AETsT i to l*.u effect, without

t A
| such experienc:s as Baptists think essential to

the beginning «f the Christian life in every one,
"Decision Day'' is also quiie well fitted to
“Camphellism,’ " according to what seems to be

the prevalent beli-f in that body. The faith

| required bemg that of intellcctual assent, and
| the divine favor being locked up in baptism,

more or less, then the assent followed by baptism
covers the wh le ground. But Baptists believe
that faith in Christ is not only more but different
from faith in Ciesar, and that baotism is a nullity
unless it is preceded by this superior faith, which
is so superior that it is impossible without a re-
newing work H>f the Spirit of God before it.

The radical differences hetween those systems
and our own makes a profonnd peril for us pre-
cisely at the point where the adaptation to them
appears in *‘Decision Day." So much for the
individual view.

IL. The Collcciive View. We think now of
**Decision Day'" as onein a collection of m ni-
festations, all of a kind, supporting each other,
and the tendency of the whule away from the
Baptist position  This has 1een suggested in
the reference to the fitness of **Decision Day"’ to
two denominations for the very reasons making
us unfituess for us; but the prescut view is still
wider, taki g in more elements. The whole
reisoa for the existence of Baptists as a separate
people is in their conceptions of the spiritual life:
and the constant peril for ourscives. as well as
for oihers in relation to us, is that we shall for-
xet or fail 10 appreciate that fundamental differ-
nce  And the closer the fellowship between
others and ourselves in the things nearer the
surface, where we are really more alike, the
greater this dangeris.  If the general cor ditions
wre unfavorable to that life for which we dis-
tinctly stand, our peril is so far incressed, b..
vanse we are thereby unfitted to guard against
the subtle influence of the error offered to us,
o iously or iously, by our esteemed
neighbors, X

Now, u considerable number of forces have
been working together in this country in recem
years against spiritual religion. All evangelical
denominations have been affccted, the Baptists
included. I know that some of our optiwistic

oy F—

brethren think this is *'pessimism;** but they are
respectfully nodified that it is the way of error.
i’ especially in a domain of truth, to patiently per
| colate under the surface and suddenly burst the
levee, after which the flood runs itself, needing
#0 help, not even from the devil. That is going
on now-—in the Baptist denomination, and it is
, working Sonth, This movement expresses itself
| in a certain class of symptoms, in the realm,
speaking yenerally, of ‘‘ritualism." That
Baptists have, within our memory, taken up the
concert tecitation of the Lord's Prayer” in the
public congregation, ‘‘responsive reading'’ like-
wise, the observance of Faster, in some cases
Good Friday,"” and even *‘Passion Week," and
i such like things—what does it mean? Is it
accidental?> These things all come from the
same quarter, in whizh ritualism predominates
and the spiritual life is low. Thereis no accident
| in that. ‘There is profound meaning in that.
The meaning at bottom is that Baptists are seek-
ing substitutes for spirituality, and they are find-
| ing them just where others have found them for
the same purpose. “Decision Day" comes
intertwited with this whole grouo of the expres-
sions of a decliving spiritua! life, and supported
by all of them. There is the breadih of the
danger of it. Itis an expression of our loweri g
couception of sin and salvation; it stands for the
displacing of regeneration by education in deal-
ing with the young, for sluck views of sin and
consequent trimming down of our conviction of
the change needed in human nature and the
necessity of the Holy Spirit working a super-
natural renewal as the basis of the Christian life.
It is the loss of spiritual powerand of the sense
of spiritual need, answering its own unrest by
putting the human decisiou in the place of the
divine renovation, It is the thin edge of that
conception in all this field that Episcopalians
expiess in ‘‘confirmation.” It is a handy con-
Arivance for those who want the thing but not
the name. Now, most Baptists don't mean it
in the way I have been working it out, and
many of them don’t mean it at all; but that is
what it means, and that is what they will get if
they keep on long enough in the way that some
of them bave started. — Western Recorder,

We are very thankful to the many fiiends who
have sent in payments for *Tug Homr Mission
JOURNAL" of late. But there are some who are
in arrears yet, that we would like to hear from.
We are very much enconraged by the many
appreciative words that accompany many of these
remitiances. It is our purpose and endeavor to
make the little paper as usetul and helpful to the
families that receive it as is within our ability to
do. And we would be pleased 10 receive original
articles from any of our bre('iren and sisters upon
religious subjects at any time, as well as items of
religious news. We hope that all those whose
year's subseriptions end with July will continue
the paper, as many already have done. But if
any wish to discontinue it they will please send
in such notice with full Payment, and not leave
their paper in the post office refused, as some
have, without either paying for it or notifying
us that they wanted it stopped. No paper can
be refused or stopped until 1t is paid tor, aud if
those who move away and change their address
will notify us, we will send the Ppaper to them at
their new home, and it will save themselves and
us a good veal of trouble aud inconvenieuce,
Some have gone away and have vot let us kuow
of their removal, nor have sattled their account
wr the paper, and we are st a loss to know where
0 send their paper, nor where to send the bill
‘or payment. This is rather a shabby way of
doing  We regard all our subscriptions as per-
wanent until aotified to stop the paper, and pay-
went is made. Some friends have ordered u few
copies of the paper to be sent to some families
that are too poor to pay for it. We would be
Pleased to have others do the same. It would be
a charitable and useful act for an one who
would scud a dollar, or two dollars {ur this pur-
pose. We will see that any sum coming to us
sor this object will be faitbtully applied. Such
benefactors can desiguate their beneficiaries, or
leave it to us *o do it.

.
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Rosecroft.
CHAPTER VIIL
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It was neatly four o'clock inthe afteruoon. of a
Beautiful June day,  Miss Hathaway and Eliza
were both seated 1 a tram bound for Berwick,
the little lady a good deal fatigued from her exer-
tions of the past fortnight, and the long journey
from Colorade, She had gemained there some
davs longer than she had intended, consulting
Mr. Fullterton's lawyers, and rej lenishing bher
adopted  daughter's shabby  wardrobe.
Honeyvell, who was amiability itself now inher
manner both to Miss Diantha and to Lliza, con-
fided to the formee, that when she got home she

would hunt ap some pretty summet and winter

gowns and other articles that she had laid aside,
and that woiild make over very micely for the
vouny girl.

“You know I pever wear my clothes long, Tget
<o tired of tiem: and everything 1 seot wonld be
pretty and fresh-looking, not old dads, such as
Minerya wonld e likely to pick out for the poor
girl.  1declare it was abominable the way she
talked to her, avd to threaten her with the Re
form sSchool-—so harsh and anlady-like!  But we
know Minerva's temper of old, Diantha, amd that
<he can say things \hat are positively brotal,
sometimes.”

“Minerva means well, Gertrude,” said her
charitable sister, and she ¢an be very generous
ometimes.  She and Lliza, or Elsie, as I want
to call her now, are both such decided characters
that they seem to rub up against each other, but
1 hope to see them friends in time. And T'm
much obliged to you for offering to help me about
her clothes, sister; it would be a real assistar.ce,
and everything you sent would be pretty and
serviceable, I'm sure. And 1'lllet her know from
whom the things come. and that ber aunt Ger
trude rememders her affectionately.”

“Well, I'm convinced that the poor child has
a heart, and I hope and trust she'll turn out well
And I'l1l send on a package of things very soon,'*
added Mrs Honevwell, who was naturally good-
natured, and who liked to give well enough when
it involved no great self sacrifice.  And s you
mean 1o call her Elsie, for Aunt Grace's child, |
suppose.”’

“Ves. the dear little gir! who died before |
was born: how often Aunt Grace has talked to
me about her!
first how Eliza felt about changing her name.
but she seemed quite delighted—"

“Well, it's a much prettier name, and sounds
enough like Eliza not to make the change tvo
striking,”" interrupted Mrs. Honeywell.

“‘Miss Frump says she's a good scholar, and if
she's educated for a teacher, 1 trust she'll take
care of you in your old age, Diantha, and be a
real comfort to you."'

Partly, because she felt really softened toward |

Mrs. Honeywell for thesympathetic interest she
now expressed both for herself and Rags, and
still more beeause she wished to vlease the be-
loved Aunt Diantha, Eliza, or Elsie, as we must
call her now, rcsp-»ndvd to the widow's advances,
awkwardly, it is true, and without much effusion
But Mrs. Honeywell, determined to be gracious,
found no fault, and only congratulated herself
inwardly that she was not to have the training of
that “‘awkward, homely close-mouthe! girl ™'

“But Diantha has unlimited patience,’’ she
thought to herself,’” and living with her and
school training may improve the child very much.
It's no business of mine, anyway. Thank good-
ness, [ don't feel called upon to manage every-
body else's affairs besides my own, like sister
Shelldrake, and that's one reason, I suppose,
people like me better."”

Mis, )

TS

But if Elsie had softened ‘somewhat towand
Mrs. Honeywell, she still felt the greatest aver-
sion for Mrs. Shelldrake; vet not wishing to dise
tres. Miss Hathaway by making aiy moere scenes,
she kept out of her aggressive aunt's way as
meich as possible. Tt was fortunate that urgemt
husiness called Mrs, Shelldrake home some days
carliet than her sisters,  She was highly indig-
want that Fisie had taken herself off somewhere,
the morning of her departure, and expressed bier
feclings in no weasured terms,

“Wanted 10 escape raving good-bye to me!
A pretty way totreat lier ows mother's aum, and
all hecanse 1 gave her goud advice anl propored
the best arrongements possible for her and you,
too, Diantha!  Jf she had behaved herself prettily
to me, | might in time have done something
handsome for the girl, but now I wash my hands
of her!  As for you, Diantha, vou'll repent of
| your foolish indulgence some day, and the way

yor've wasted money upon a headstrong, bad-
tempered girl, who will only despise you for your
weakness,  Five dollars or more, for instance
you're poing to pay out to transpost that
! ngly little dog to yeur home! Tike as not, he'lt

go mad on the way, shut up in a4 cattle.car or
i something of that sort, and spread hydrophobia
| far and wide!" ¥
I *Now, sister, don't yon worry: 1 shall sce that
. he's taken excellent eare of,"" said Miss Diantha,
*a twinkle of amusement in her gentle ey hut
! Mrs. Shelldrake broke in npon her sarcastically.

**Ab, ves, 1 dare say you've engaged a special

" enmpartment in a palace car for Master Rags,
I and will fee a eolored waiter to look after him!
| 1 wondn't be surprised at anything.™*
it La. sister Minerva, how you do go on!" ex-
Delained Mis Honeywell,  Von've got hydrop-
hobis on the brain, 1 verily believe! I Diantha
want- to take the dog, it's her affair, not ours,
and zs she lives i @ country town, and has »
| gardey. he may not be so much trouble to her
after after all.  Judeed, he may be usclul w
gnard the house. ™

PBut Mrs. Shelldrake cut her short,

©*A pretty thing it is, Gertrude, for yon to
take Diantha's part against me and to encourage
her in her foolishness! Aund to talk about hyd-
{ rophobia on the brain! A nic: speech that from
| a woman who only two days ago jumped upon a
i chair, screaming so that the whole house contd
hear her, and all on account of this very dog,
whao is going to make himself so useful now!
{ Well, T wash my hands of the whole business!
+ When Diantha has sqnandered all her morey,
ard ruined Eliza with her over-indulgence, she
will sec that I was right. The girl shounld be
\re-:}tml kindly, of course, but brought up in the
strictest way.'*

**Let us see what Yove wilt do for her, Minerva,"”
replied her gentle sister.  **The poor child does
wat seem to have known much of it, so far. And
it's the greatest thing in the world, remember. '

Mrs Honeywell, with her two nieces, left
i Denver the same day as Miss Diantha and Elsie,
i but traveled in a different direction, to her home
{in San Francisco.

———

a rather indefinite invitation to visit her some
| time, thankful in her heart that the expens. +1d

there was a strange veaming in her heart over
these little half-sisters, whom, perhaps, abie gt
never meet again,

“Good-bye, Gerty and Gladen. Try not to
quite forget me, and write to me sowmetimes.""

“Yes, we will, we will, Eliza,* they answered
in concert touched by those tearsin her eves, and
embracing her warmly,” and you must come o
see us very soon!  And write us a letter, do, and
tell us all about ‘Rosecroft,” and bow Rags likes
ity, and- " .

*“There, there we shall miss ovr train, if I
allow any more leave-taking!"” interposed their
aunt in a half-laughing, half-chiding voice,
*Pray look after them, Mademoiselle, can’t yow,
while § direct Helen about my trunks.”’

The French gaverness, whom Mrs, Honeywell
had retained for the children, took charge of
them with bland smiles and admonitions, while
Helen, the lady's maid, discoursed with her mis-
tress.  Mrs. Honeywell found time for only one
more smile and hasty good-bye, then disappeared
with her 'ittle party, Gertrude and Gladys kiss-
ing their hands and waving their handkerchiefs
to the last.  Rags, meanwhile, whom Elsic found
most difficult to keep within hounds this morn-
ing, leaped about her in a good-vatored frenzy,
harking an | straining at the straps by which she
held him, - ie stood silent a moment, gazing
after her sisters with a lump in her throat, and a
l'hl” aching in her heart. A soft hand tonched.
her =T,

*Pear child it was hard for vou to part with
your little sisters; but I've invited them and your
aunt Gertrude to visit us at Rosecroft, and they
Way sometime =’

Miss Diantha’s voice faltered  As Elsie looked
into the sweet face, over which some tears had
fallen, her quick intoitions and waim heart told
her what was the matter  Her aunt had a secret

| grief she forebore ‘o sjeak of, though, as usoal,

she liad sympathy o sbare for others.

*Mrs. Honeywell has hurt ber feelings, the
selfish, cold-hearted woman!'* she reflected.
©Giving us that invitation in such a way, as if
she were dreadfully afraid we would accept it,
aud hurrving off so at the last! Oh, I can’t like
her for all her soft wa s! Poor Aunt Diantha!"*

Phese reflections fla<hed through Elsie's mind

| in a twinkling; as she looked with a new feeling

of tender protection at the fragile little woman
beside her, a full half head shorter than herself.
She spoke out with a warm impulsiveness that
seemed matural to her now with this heloved
aunt.

“‘Dear Aunt Diantha,” in a hulf-whispered

{ tone, 1 did feel the parting from Gerty and

She kissed her sister and |

: miece affectionately at parting, b e |
Of course, 1 wanted to find out parting, but gave them a

f the long distance wonld probably keep Miss |

| Hathaway from undertaking the journey for
years at least.
Gertrude and Gladys were overjoyed at the

prospect of going to their aunt’s beautiful home, |

| and felt as if they liked their half.sister better |

than they used to.
| dreadful as people had made her out—Aunt
Gertrude did not think so; and then how nice
| she looked in her new clothes! She could never
be pretty like them, but new black and white
check suit, so pretti'y made, her white sailor hat,
trimmed with a ribbon that matched her suit,
the neut gloves and boots, and her black hair
nicely brushed and worn in two long braids be-
hind. t'ed with black ribbon all this certainly
| made a great difference in her looks. And her
| face wasn't cross as it used to be—this was the
only way the little girls could desciibe the subtle
change in Elsis's expression. It had grown
softer, sweeter with every day, and especially
since Mrs. Shelldrake's departure, and there was
a new light of hcpe in the beautitnl brown eyes.
Vet there were actually tears in them as she bent
down to kiss Gerty and Gladys at parting.
Though they had s:emed indifferent to her, they
had never been positively unkind, like Maud, and

After all, she was rot so |

Gladys, though they never have seemed to care
anything about me till lately.  But oh, I have
you—— and Rags, thanks to vour kindness—
and what can 1 want more! If ouly I can be a
comfort to you!"

“You are a comfort to me, already, my dear
Elsie, a great comfort!"" replied Miss Diantha.
She passed her handkerchief across her eves as
she spoke, but was smiling again as she went on,

“Come now, we must bestir oursclves, buy our
tickets, ard a range for little Rags' pascage.
How excited he is!"’ looking somewhat anxious-
Iy at the dog. :

“Oh, he's always so when anything's going
on. Don’t worry, auntie. Rags! be quiet, sir,
wr | shall have to punish you!"

('T'o be Cnntinved.)

— e

The Christian home is the mightiest instru-
ment in the work of regenerating and elevating
the human race.—M. C. Peters, D. D.

A Prager.
In all T think, or speak, or do,
Whatever way my steps are bent,
God shape and keep me strong and true;
Courageous, cheerful and content.

God Help me! help me to suppress
All longing for what cannot e,

And grant me means wherewith to bless
Whoever may have need of me.

—W. D. Russell, in the Independent,
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Office and Cherastar.
By W. Quay Rosselle, IPh. D,

OT office but character constitntes prent-
ness. A itthe man in a lig oftice is
bittle still; and nwo owward restriction
can nutrow the greatness o 4 vich por-

somality,  kvery event ot bife is 8 treasure.
freighted wessage of God to Lim nlo s ready
for 1, and a sentence of death to him wha is not
The recurring events in the march of time are
character's revelators.  With some, «vents are
always right; with others, they are alwavs
wrong. The difference is not in the events but
in the prople  Thus the same event may pto-
duce directly opposite effcets on different persons,
Wien the bridegroom came the wise virgins
were filled with joy, the foolish with confusion
sud shame, Five filled the office of light-bearer,
aud were blessed; the other five did not fill the
office and it crushed them,  Let the lamps stand
for the offices aud oppurtunities of character by
which the offices are filled and the opportunitics
embraced. ‘The lamps were (i same; the oil
wade the diffcrence,
o it is with life itsedf.  One man never has
oeighbors; another never has bad ones,
'he neighbors are the same; the d flerence is in
the two men.  So one says « f the world that it is
a disappointing and anprofitable thing; unother
Sestifies that it is joyous and beneficent.  Really
every man makes his own world,  When the
good God made //is world He saw that it was
very good. Whether the world we make shall he
goud or bad, depends on whether we are good or
bad.  What we see in the world is a reflection of
ourselves. If [ want to see myself { shall look
not inward but ontward.  The surist token of a
man's own worthiness is 10 esteem others worthy
1 shall kuow I am a child of the Kingdom when
1 love my neighbor.
Heunry Thoreau never went far from home and
yet he was a traveler. He says in Walden, *'}
have traveled many years in Concord.'

Massachusetts He built a shanty in the woods
and lived there two years., He heard the brook
sing and listened to the mountain's eloquent
speech, and wrote down what they said. He
was in daily communion with nature and talked
face to face with God. God came to Concord
and spoke these wonderful things and Toorean
reported them.  Alfter all, a great thinker is just
a reporter of God's speech. God did not come
stealthily to Thoreau; He came with torch and
shouting, but the hundreds could not enter in
with Him because they had no oil in their lamps,

At election time our thoughts turn naturally
to citizenship. The principle we are discussing
has an impressive application here. We all
have the lamps, but not all have the oil. The
heart qualities essential to true citizenship are
often absent. Patriotism, loyalty, lively civic
interest—1these are the qualities which constitute
true citizenship, and they are Christian graces,
as well  Every civic duty is a Christian duty,
and a real Christian will always be a good
citizen. Every time you vote you either do the
Father’s will or you strike a blow at the King-
dom of God. We should wot pray, *“Thy King-
dom come,” on Suunday and vote, ‘‘Thy King-
dom go,” on Tuesday. Every man ought
prayerfully to cast his ballot. Iunstead of a lot
of hard-faced ward minions about the polling
places seeking to influence the voting with rum,
there ought to be groups of Christian men con-
ducting prayer-meetings for divine guidance in
duty's solemn dllchurfe. The Roman judge
declared Christ to be a faultless citizen, and His
spirit will make good citizens anywhere.

What damage the man can do who is in the
citizen's office without t « c'tizen's heart! The
ignorant negro vote of wuc . ith and the ignor-
ant foreign vote of the North are equally destruc-
tive. There are but two solutions to the pro-
blem —break the lamp or fill it with oil.  In the
South they break the lamp; but the other is the
better way. ey

Only the man who has the citizen's spirit gets
the full benefit of his office. Such a man will
always rejoice in his country and thank God fqr
bis goodness.  He rejoices in the opportunity his

overnment affords him to contribute out of his
fﬂe to all other , and iv the blessings he
is privileged to which have beeu coutributed

He |

tived all his life in the quiet village of Concord, ‘ most of the namber have taken a seat higher in |

by all of his fellow eitizens, He sees that
socity is more nearly a hrotherhood than many
stppese, and that all the eqnal privileses for
whih swialists contend are to be had nat hy
chomging attutions, but by changing men,

The man in the office without the citizen's
chuvacter is oftem found to he fieree in scornuful
cotdemnation of his conntry. He con see no
2o d it brings for what it costs him,  This un-
frutful discontent ean es all the way from the
comnion scold {o the blatant anarchist.

What makes the difference? One has oil in
Bis lamp and the other has not,

A LETTER FROM REV. 8. D. ERVINE.

A recent wote from this afllicted brother speaks
for itsclf.  We hardly see how auy one can vead
it withont being moved with feelings of the
deepest sympathy with our dear becther aud his
family,

He writes thus:

San Jacinto, California, July 11th, 1903,
“My dear brother:

b am glad to hear of the good work of the
Lord prospering at home, News from you
cheers my spirit and calls up many of the former
suenes of my life, carrying me wver the labors of
the past, when we co-operated in the Lord's
work, both of alocal and missionary character,

tion and think of the old brethren whose lives and
lobor< have heen so largely given to the cause of
the Master within its boundaries.  Oh, how my
heart vearned 1o he at that association, and enjoy
once mose sivting together with my brethren in
the heavenly places s Christ Jesus.  Mrs. E,
and 1 have talked vecently much of the old
| assoviations of home, but alas! how diminished
{ now is the number of both min sters and lay-
| men with witom § first met in that body. Bros.
Macdonadd Howard, Cahill, Bleakney. Hayward,
Mclntyre. King and a few others remain, but

the King s roval chambers; yea, they have gone
but a little ahead of us. Soon all will be over
with us, and in the likeness of our perfect Lord
and Saviour we shill yet see Him in the fulness
of His ex~ellent glory and b+ ever with Him.
Oh, how very ofc my soul cries out after God,
and T think hos happy I should be if only 1
could resume th. Lord’s work  But this I know
can never be.  Still T can pray for those who are
actively engaged in the field, while I may yet
hope to serve Him in the “Sweet by and bye,"
without weariness or suffering.

I often think of the home mission work in New
Brunswick and pray for it. I bave observed the
reports concerning the scarcity of men,
seems to be a dearth.  There are lots of so-called
ministers in California, but they seem to be look-
ing too much for the “‘mighty dollar.”* It would
be a boon to the Lord's work among the people
everywhere if the old-fashioned call which forces
men to say “"Woe is me if I preach not the
gospel,”” got hold of God's servants, uatil, in-
stead of asking where is the most money to he
got for the least work, they would cry ‘Lord,
what will thou have me to do? and **Where
Will thou have me to go? and then when directed,
to say ‘Here am I, send me! I believe if this
spirit were manifested more money wounld flow
mto the Lord's treasury, and before a decade
should have pas ed away the number of real
laborers would be greatly increased.

As 10 ourselves, truly we have been tried as
by fire.  OQur younger boy has had a serious
time. In the early spring we had a specialist
examine his injured knee. He pronounced h's
trouble to be tuberculosis, and advised that it be
operated on at once. Two weeks later he, in
company with the local doctor, came to our
home and performed the operation. ‘This lasted
two hours and a quarter.  They found the knee
m a much worse condition than they anticipated
It was an awful ordeal for the dear little fellow
to pass through It seemed for a time to be
doing well. but three weeks later inflammation
set in, and for several days we despaired of his
recovery. At last, however, we got the inflam-
mation under conirol and he now appeats to be
doing better.

Scarcely had he got straightened up when Mrs,
Ervine collapsed, aud for several days we had

‘

I vote (he recent report of the Westeru Associa- |

There !

3
grave fears for her, but with a skilled physician,
caretul nursing, and best of all, the blessing of
God, she is about again, Iu the midst of it | by
some means comtracted a severecold, A bilious
attack come on, and I was prostrated. I am still
unable 10 do more than the light chores about
the house,  Lots to do, but no strength to do it,
For all, God is to ws more thau life  He is our
alland in all. Hitherto He hath helped us and
in Him we trost.  All must yet work out right
for His glory and our good. May God bless all
my brethren, and make their way prosperous,
With Christian regards to all,
Very sincerely yours,
8. D. Erving,

Religous News.

We are happy to state that
8T. MArTINS. our Rolt Call Fund has
grown wonderfully since we
Iast reported.  We had reached nearty $84 when
the pastor received a letter from our good friend,
Robert G. Mann, Esq., containing a draft for
$100.  Mr. Maun has repeatedly helped our
church in the wost generous fashion. At our
recent gnarterly business meeting unanimously
| adopted a resolution expressive of our gratitude
{ to him, Weexpect that our Roll Call Fund will
| wow reach $200. This amount will be devoted to
| temoving an adverse balance on our church
expense account, making some veeded additions
to the parscnage, and also insuring the same
property for the next three years,

My last communication to
Seconn FALLs. the AMessenger and Visitor
seems to have been lost, so [
will recapitutate alittle,  After the Second Falls
chnrch was burnt down by forest fires it was
| decided to go ahead and rebnild as soon as
| possible. A committee to raise funds was ap-
pointed, also a building committee to choose a
plan  The plan has been chosen and the
foundation is already finished. Regarding funds
the people at Second Falls subscribed liberally
themselves, then St. George 1st came nobly to
their aid with a subscription of $200. Daniel
Gillmor, Esq., generally gave $100. Altogether
$888.00 have been subscribed. In respouse toa
circular, asking for $1.00, sent to the 400
churches of the Maritime Provinces 33 have
responded. Most of tiese 33 churches are little
struggling interests like our own. With their
subscriptions they have sent words of encourage-
ment no less appreciated than their money.
M. E. FLETCHER, pastor,

We have just entered upon
MEw MARYLAND the work with the New
AND Nasrwaak. Maryland, Nashwaak, aud
Glencoe churches. We have
found a very kind people. When we reached the
parsonage at New Maryland we found that the
carpenters had been at work making improve-
ments for the accommodation of tiie pastor and
his family and on our arrival the ladies had the
table all spread and after our journey we were in
a good dition to app the kind of the
ladies. OnSunday, the sth, good congregations
gathered at the forenoon and, afternoon services.
The pastor referred to the relationship into which
they had d, of the respousibilities resting
upon them and of the duties of the church to-
ward the pastor, snd of the pastor toward the
church. On Sunday, the 12th, we spent the day
with the Nashwaak church preaching fi
aod evening. In the forenoon a large congrega-
tion gathered at the church when the pastor took
for his text, Ps, 20:5. *‘In the name of our
God we will set up our banners.” After the
sermon Bro, Whitfield White was received as a

—— o~
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candidate for bajtism and church membership, at
th: close of the scrvice a large congteg tion
gatbered at the shore to witness the ondinanee of
baptism,  Bro, White ix a resident of the place,
the head of a fariily, and we trast he will be a
great Letp to the chaweh, It was the g2l
anniversary of the baptism of the father of the
candilie, who wis prosent to witness he sgere
In the evening the

and sejoice with his son,

pastor preached on the New Rirthand gove the

hand of fcllowship to Hro, White. At the close

of the scrvice a young luly trom Marysvill -

expressed a desire to leada Chiristian life, i
C. N, SanLes,

Rev. A. F. Brown has re
sigtidd here and aeccpted ‘the
charpe of the Hotvey chuseh,
Fhis fickd has called Rev L
N. Thorne of Elgir and it is boped he wiill
accept.

Norti. Co.

Bro F. A. Bower, stadem of |
Acadia, is  now  actively
laborivg on this ekl Just
at present thore is some i
cnlty owing to quarantine wepulations, Lut st s
hoped ere Jong this wili be over.

“ST. MaRrys,
KEsT Co.

Rev, Jolin Williams suppli
Lurks MovsTus. this ficld, inclading Shoduae

His are b
preciated among the peop'v. ;
vices fully equal to thuse of Ins carlivr years
With years of expericnce this brothier has come

The .

Inbots

to be one of our wisest and best pasturs,
catse at Shedise is greatdy w nevd of an ime

proved house of worship as amueans of «ttracting
A wook nigit prayer
weeting has been estat lished,

SeiimE. .
Bio. Elias Auger is now
stationed here and at Geeed
Fulls, He alo inciudes
Pricebnrg and reports good congregat Bro,
Auger is astudent fiom the Gordon Traiving
School, Bostou, and speaks both l":\*\v.h and |
He bas recently made a tonr 1o 8t

the | wople to onr services.

St. LEONARDS.

ms,

English.
Francis aud visited the npper stations.

©Qur congregations licre ‘are
full every fine
attentios g1 >'..'},
We expect
to baptize two and moere that canme out some few
months ago here.  We are expecting Bro. Hay-
ward, the missionary, with us at different parts
I trust that God will bless us toe

farge, hon
Sabhatiy,
interest goud.

Ronuse Daw,
Cuar. Co.

of our ficld,
gethier in his work and pray for s,
H. I WoRDEN,

Perbaps a word or two from
this field would come aceept-
able. The Loid's work is |
on the advancing line froma

OAr Bav,
Citage, Co.

lower to a higher standard of service in Christian |
living.  Barnestuess and anxigty are maniteste d
and love for sinners to see them saved.  And
thank God six have decided to follow Jesus
We expect to haptize two on next Sabbath and

the others will fullow Later on.
H D. Worniw.

Rev. W. ]. Bleakney is at present at Malden
Mass., confined tohis home i h venralgia of
the stomach,  The doctor has heen doing his ut
most to keep the trouble away from the region of |
the heart, and so far succeeded.  Bro Bleakney |
has not been out of the house for two months
May he be mercifully preserved to yet serve the |
Master in the vineyard, 1

12 of his Nation,

L oh!
+ hroken
N

i thishone

Canid erfes of,

| vision, but inthe fullest hight,

The Rained Home
A Buwist of Eloguence from the late J. B. Gongh,

Shortly after the Awerican Covernment had
asanla vrohibitone Liw o ee the English S arrow

Wit had beeome an unisance, but refored
to prooabat the duniable Lignor hisitiess,

“Only A few yerrs age, there was a home in
Ne v Haven,

[t that home wasa happy, bright.
eked Chistian wife

fuil of bope tor the future,  Jer bashand was a
mondy i, affcctionate, generons, noble and
trne, Fnour country ' sdarkest hour, when it needed
3, he bravely wtarched forth wnder the old flag,
ving hims ot as a sacrifice, in defense of the
I that home were inmocent
clildren, who  filled the air with their sweet
nd presented 4 pieture of jovous happi.
“swhich can never be torgotien, That hus-
band and tihoy to-day is a dransen bloated, misers
whie, mentd, moraland physical wreek, down o
e gutier peuntless and friendless,
The rose bas left the chieck of that poor wife
1d tiother. Horoves are sunken and blinded
il tears. No longer does she occupy that
once Tppy howe; thy jovous soings of her once
hppy darlings are heard no more, Ta-day, in a
romote tonewent she is fonnd with her httle ones,
tiv by olad, hungry and pennitess; and as the
¢ rins drift through the open walls they
the vmbors of @ fire that is almort
With vy o of carthly hope gone. the
dark elovas of despaiy settle theg atonwd them,
with wha fagths that  bearte
turns vuto God and says, *“Thy
cante; Thy witl be done,*”
as ot the Toglich sparrow that destroyved
But st was o Governmept's legalized,
law peatested. tattened, peticd and pe petuated
Dol born Yignor valtare,  Tromend aasapplanse
“Proct “Shane on the Govern-
went, " et ) When we come to the jodgment
bar of Guad, the man who stood at the saloon
e enter and dealt out the liquor that destroyed
titst home will be no meze guiity than the man
whio st od at the ballot box and gave sanction
theteto by his vo e, b

ioauhniissive

K
!

(Cries: “That's se!'")

God, and the will of American freeman, this pa
voualee t, home destroying hiquor valturs must
go. { Prolonged . anse and chicers }!

1

Will you stand by that home and by our |
countr nd be true to God or will you continue |
to do! ad evade?  Shall this pation be held
tor Chris', or shall it go out mto  darkness
through the failure of the chnreh 1o do its duty?
Let Chiristians unite as strong ly against the liguor
power as the salows stand for themselves, and
the sa would go. (Very ioud and prolonged

applause.)

It is fanciful, perhaps vet the fancy is pleasant,
that our guardian angels may be those who have

wone fron our madst and who ones walked with
us heree Who Foows that in some still hour
evening the absenmt and unforgotten loved one
o omay ot ghde moand sic by our side?  In some

©ostress of tral and temptation Jesas may sond our

aan to strengthen us in the crisis, However
thrs may be, it they do not come, we shall go to
them, and therr Lord and ours will be with us at
the last; tor has he not promised, 1 will come
again and receive you unto myseif. "

he coronation ot the future life, whatever
clse Bis Joas and satisfactions may be, will be
that its serviee and ts rest alike shall bring us
mto the prosence of the Lord, not as here in dim
Surely we may
leave to tim every detail ot the blessed life.  If
we are with i, and our loved ones are with
b, there will be mo flaw, no rift within the
lute, wo  disap; ontment.  The child we lost
vears ago, may have grown strangely beautiful
1 the heavenly garden, but there will be some-
thirg fanilar, and love will spring to welcome
love.  Striving m the earthly life for likeness to
Christ, cve prayving for the grace of his indwel-
ling, we are gralually maae meet for the inherit
dice O the sans e hght; the robes we are to
wear, it way be, are in process of making now.

| Though we hear no whisper from the other land

it may eus'ly be, that where there are none of
our limitutious, they sometimes kuow our strug:

prime of lher womanhood, -

DL Adwand of Lawis M

r -

gles and onr hopes, and are glad an we are re.
newed day by day in the image of their Lord and
Ours,

MeDonald-London. — At the howe of the bride, on
the 1th st by Reve W. D, Manzer, rye
Mebonald, te Mary E London, all o St Mary's,

Raluer Keizor. =~ At the parsonage, Chester, N. €,
by Pastor Rupert Osgood  Morse, July 14, Kenneth
Frecman Refuse, and Bertha Keiz 1, both of Gold
River, Lunenburg County, No &

Craig Morgan — At Hartland, Suly sith, by Rev. I,
B Wetmore, Radd W Craig, of Brighton, te Lottie A
Morgan, of Clovegdale, Carletog County,

Moore Tewett. At the hove of the biide, Deacon
dosew Jowetd, Perace William, YorkCounty, Jaly 220d,
by oy, ¥ Forld, Asaion Maore,aud Lel duweort.

MeFadyen MeLaughlin. A0 Churlottetown,  July
220l by 1 . ¥ Browne, James Albert MeFadyen,
of St Catherines, awd Priscilla 8, Mcbaughling, ot
Charlottelows.

AustinClineh. At Musquash, July 6ith by Rev 1,
B, ¢« olwell, Benja F. Austin, of st George, and
dulis 6o Ctinely, of Masgua- by, St, John Counaty

Rilley Sorrey. ~ At the residence of James Manuel,
Esq., Georgetown, ' £ 1, July 220d, by Rev. F. D
Davidson, Daniel William Rilley, and  Sephrona M.
Rorrey, both of Lot Sisty one,

Steaves Estabrooke At the residenes of the bride's
tathers, Lower Poince Williany, July 8th, by Rev.
W._osables, f O, Stoeves, of Marysville, and Hell.

Vavr Mo Es abrooke, of Fower uce William.

Lockwood Meboanon — At Plaasantville, July 11, by
Pastar 3. £ Viakney, Harey D, Lockwood, to Edith M,
MoK muos, both of Ml Village,

Alvxande

the  Baplist  parsonage,
Petiteadi ihe Rev, N. A MacNeill,
Phomas lexander of Ham sond, of Kings county,
.\'-‘Il.. amd Amelia Morrisey of Albert, Albert county,
N,

Alward-Bleakn y.—At the Baptist parsonage, I tit-
©ond aes July 200h, by the Rev. N, A. MeN ill, Nelson
and Barbara E. Bleakney of
North River, Westmorland Co., x. B.

atmichuel- teAlbster.—At the church, Range, N.

LY
1.y 20th, by Rev. Frank P’ Dresser, John I, Car-

saachacl, to Alma E M. McAllister.
Ten Lt the at go forth, that by the grace of |

Hovr-MERSEREAU ~At the home of the uride's
rents, Fredericton Junetion, on the 22nd vl by
Reve J. B Dagwew, Havelock Hoyt of Vietoria
Corner, Carleton County, io Miss PPhoebe Morsereaun,

WiLsoN LUrks—At the residence of the bride's
father, July 25th, by Rev. Gideon swim, George I
Wiis 1l Mis Elsie M. Lutes, both of Lutz Moun-
taiy, Westmorland Co.

VICKERSON-GRAVES—AL  the Baptist parsonage,
Elgin, N. 45, Juiy 20th, by Rev. H, I, Sannders,
Fredenck Ao Nickerson, of  Anaga Ridge, N

u;u‘ Angeline M, thaves, of (io-llul;. Albert Co, N.

\—At Codys, N. B, Aug,
A Witliam E, I riggs, of Mac:

Donald’s Corner, and Mary J. Hethenmgton of Codys

FIELD- ALLAN - At Bayfield, West Co., Mr. H. O.
Fiew ot K win to Lo ma,Jdaughter of Silas Allan,

| Esqool Baytield.

Died.

Weaver. —At Cumberland Bay, Queens Co,, N, B,
on July ITth Maggie Jane, beloved wife of Lennard
Weaver, daughted of Andres B and Helen Smyth,

| aged 24 years. Our sister was 0 membe. of the Church

OF Chris , womeek and lowly Chostion She lett a baby
oniy u few hows old behind her. Moy the Lord com-
fort and bless them in this thew hour of tiial,

Barron-—At the R nge, Q Co, on (st inst,, of
heart taiiure, Georginng, wile of Capt. W, Odbar
Barton, in the 46th year ot herage. Sister Barton
wis ever an exemplary Christinn and mest active in
eve y good work. She professed religion in 1879 and
was biptized by the late Elter G. W. Springer. 1.
sides her husband s 1@ leaves two doughiers and four
sons, one of the latter being an infant of two weeks,
In the community us well as in the church she will ve
much missed.  We commend the soirowing ones to
nlmd(imn Comfortor, who alone can Hil the aching
vo.d.

Trrus—At Newton, M,
Titus, formerly a resident of
ment at Newton.

MCMANN-—Mrs, Charles McMann foll ru-elully
asleep in Jesus ut her home at Neweastle, Grand
Lake on July 1:2th, leaving in sorrow u husbad und
several children with other reatives, She is vearly
74 yeurs of age. Muy devine cousolution comfort the
mourners.

on 20th inst.,, Henry
'IQII]‘.‘N.“. Inter-




