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REPORT.

The Quebec Diocesan Committee of the Society for pro
moting Christian Knowledge, in laying before the public the 
Eleventh Annual Report of their proceedings, beg to ex
press their gratitude to the Giver of all good, for the bles
sing which has attended their labours, 
their labours has been manifested, not in any ambitious and 
overstrained excitement of zeal, which is “ not according to

The success of

knowledge,” but in that increasing love of scriptural truth, 
and desire for religious information, which the Christian, 
while he happily recognizes, can have no difficulty in attri
buting to the influence of this and similar Institutions, in 
connection with the other means of divine grace.

Before eniflng upon the field of their own labors, the 
I Committee wish to say a few words respecting the Parent 
I Society, *pd the District Committees in the Diocese. 
jjg| With regard to the formejr^hey rejoice to say, that ils 

both at home and abroad, have been conducted,
extensive scale as here-

operations,
during the past year, on the

same Momentous results. Its circula-
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tu flourish, notwithstanding the severe loss which the 
tiirls' School sustained last summer, in the death of the Mis
tress, who had been sent out by the National Society the 
year before. The Niagara District Committee have pub
lished a second Report, which is in all respects highly satis
factory ; and the Second Report of the Midland District 
Committee has likewise been laid before the public. A de
tailed account of the operations of the District Committee 
at ^ ork, has also recently appeared in the public prints.

The Committee have the further satisfaction of noticing 
the establishment of a new Committee at Coburgh in the Up
per Province, under the denomination of the “ Newcastle 
District Committee." The Bishop of Quebec presided at its 
formation, and His Lordship speaks favorably of the zeal 
of its supporters and its prospects of future success.

1 The Committee proceed now to the first branch of 
tneir operations—the distribution of Books and Tracts.— 
The sale of these at the Repository, during the past year, 
amount to £76 1 6, to the public generally, and £63 4 11, 
to the Bishop of Quebec; making a total of£13fli^|*|. 
The whole amount of sales to His Lordstib to this date, on 
account of the Parent Society’s grant, kl 204 17 8. Books 
have been supplied by the Bi>l,op, since the last Report, to 
the undermentioned Clergymen and School Masters

To the Rcvd.-------- Fleming, Hallowell, in the Upper Province.
--------  Hart, Beekwitli,
A II. Burwdl, Lennox ville and Ascot, in Lower Canada.
L. Doolittle,
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c Books have al*o been supplied for llie use of Sunday 
Schools, and for other objects, in the Township of Stono- 
hain, Broughton, Brampton, Melbourne, Durham and Cla
rendon on the river Ottawa. They have been furnished to 
the Itcvd. G. Archbold, the Revd. It. It. Burrage, and the 
Rcvd. A. Norman, for gratuitous distribution on their min- 
isteiial circuits, in the adjacent Townships and elsewhere ; 
and they have been circulated in the same way by the 
Clergy, in this city and neighbourhood, to the amount of 
£12 Id 1. The cost of those supplied during the past 
year, to the National School, is £ 11 15 ; and a debt of long 
standing to the District Committee at Kingston, has been 
liquidated, by the transmission of Books and Tracts to the 
value of £25 3 10.
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A Lending Library in the Gaol, established last year by 
the Archdeacon of Quebec, has also been furnished with 
books liom the Repository, to the amount of £12 7 3; and 
the Committee have the satisfaction of stating, that they are 
^bv the prisoners, in whose habits and

jTo tbis desireable end the Schools w Inch have been opened 
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Tlie books alluded to in the last Report, as having been 
ordered by the Lord Bishop, arrived in due course, to the 
amount of £193 11 -1 sterling. There is now a tolerable 
stock on hand at the Repository, which it is proposed, how 
ever, still further to increase bv hooks to the value of about 
£75, an order for which is prepared, and will be immediately 
remitted. This will he accompanied by a Bill of Exchange 
for £100, which will reduce the debt to the Parent Society, 
exclusive of the new order, to £91 19 7 sterling. The 
debt to Messrs. Rivingtons, will also be reduced at the 
time to £16 16 6 sterling, by 
for Propagating the Gospel, to the amount of £10 sterling, 
for books furnished to the Revd. J. Grier, Missionary at 
the Carrying-Place, Township of Murray, in the Upper Pro 
vince. The balance remaining in the Treasurer’s hands is 
£61 11 3.
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2. The Committee now turn to their labours in the de
partment of Education, and particularly to the National 
School. |The whole number of children who have been- 
received into this School, since its fast foundation in No

vember 1819, is, Boys, 25,1 i—Girls, 1145—in all 3699; a
Jwhich sufficiently pg^yes the urgent necessity which

pxisted establisl||jjjMjjj9Ngfi|^^B^^H^^^^^^|

has attend,-d its operations. The number now ok the list is.
as

a examination of the children took place
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best seen in 
whic h forms a

improvement; bnl the value ol the ststem is
their advancement in kei.igiojs knowledge,

feature in the character of this and similar
»

most important 
Institutions. I n their answers to the questions from “ l ish- 

The C’hurch < ’atechism,” and “ Cross

s

'1 Uer’s Spelling-Book, 
man’s 1 treduction,” the several classes acquitted them
selves to the entire satisfaction of all present, and evinced a
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promptitude and intelligence, which 
dit to persons of maturer years. L
pies of needlework were exhibited, as usual, and the per
formance of a poor dumb girl attracted particular notice. 
The recitations at the close of the examination were given 
with much spirit, particularly a dialogue between two boys, 
from the National School Magazine, [vol. 1. p. 1*,] on the 
merits of those Institutions. The whole was concluded by 

appropriate Hymn sung by the children of both Schools, 
who were assembled in the Boys’ School-room for the pur
pose. The prizes in the Girls’ School were distributed by

and in the Boys’ by the Lord Bishop 
of the Diocese. AÉfe^cy Sir James Kempt honored 

the examination with h;s It is but justice to the
conductors of the School t^^kthat, being strictly a eba-
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provided for a daily inspection by the usilor.s. The good 
effects of this arrangement have been manifested in the 
increased attendance and improved behaviour of iIjo chil
dren, as well as in additional attention to cleanliness and 
good order.

The efficiency of the Sunday School is such, as to leave 
but little room for improvement ; and it is to this branch ot 
their labors that the Committee look with peculiar satisfac
tion. The zeal of the voluntary Teachers—both male and 
and female, is unremitting, and demands the warmest 
acknowledgments of the Committee. The attendance of 
the children also, whose numbers have not materially varied 
since the last Report, is as regular and punctual as can he 
expected ; and the influence of the religious instruction they 
receive, upon their moral habits and conduct, is such as to 
promise by the divine blessing, when they go out into the 
world, a rich and plentiful harvest of fruit unto life 
lasting.
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desirable that the Buys’ fund should not in futureseems
depend upon contingencies, but should be supported, like 
the Girls’, by a regular annual contribution, 
initiée conceive there would be no dilliculty in effecting.

»
This the Com-

The Committee must not omit their grateful acknowledg
ments tor a grant of £100 from the Legislature, tow ards the

:

support ol the National School tor the ( urrent year.
The Military Schools in the Garrison (Royal Artillery, 

15th and 66th Regiments) continue to be taught, according 
to the Madras System, by highly competent Masters : and 
the proficiency of the Protestant children in religious know
ledge is in many instances remarkable, and in all satisfactory. 
They attend, as heretofore, at the National School on Sun- 

example of regularity and good order,
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days, and set an 
which is highly praiseworthy and deserving of imitation.

To the Christmas Dinner it is no longer necessary to
advert ; but the exertions of the Ladies, who superintend the 
Female School, in the new task which they have under- 

^^kem^^beyond all praise, and demand more ample notice, 
appropriate»^ to the establishment of an Asv- 

Female Oephams, was mentioned in the last 
Of this amount, the gum of £110 has bean ex-
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pended iu fitting up rooms, admirably adapted for the pur- 

i»pose, in the upper part d^gRfcatiooal School House, and
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nature of (he accommodation precluding the admission of a 
larger number,) « ho are particularly interested in the under
taking. Several portions of Holy writ, from the Books of 
Deuteronomy, Job, the Psalms of David, St. Matthew ’s Gos
pel, the Acts ol tlie Apostles, and the general Epistle ol'St. 
James, w ere read by the Archdeacon, with some brief appli- 
cation to the interesting occasion. After this, appropriate 
prayers were offered up, consisting of Collects from the 
Liturgy ; and the ceremony was concluded, with the excep
tion ol a short Collect and the Blessing, with a beautiful and 
affecting Prayer, prepared for the occasion by the Archdea- 

Thc Asylum at present contains eight children, including 
the poor dumb girl, of whom mention has been already 
made. The attention of the public is earnestly invited to 
the establishment, which, it is to be hoped, w ill he found in 
all respects, worthy of their notice.

The proceeds of the Bazaar the week after Easter ex
ceeded every expectation, which the most sanguine could 
possibly have entertained, and were such ask» «■hie 
Ladies, after giving £200 to other gkirilies, to appropriate 
the large sum of £360 11 11| terthe support of thé* Alyhim. 
May they proceed w ith un*atoè'ai*i|fr«ii flu*beoovoleiit 

undertaking, and do thuM} 0 Lott!, “ prosper the 
their hands upon thotto!
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characters, who have thought lit to throw down (hose bul
warks which the w isdom of our ancestors had erected as

Hut no reasonable

a
r-

the safeguard of our reformed religion.
deny that the best substitute for such a safeguard 

must he found in an increase of associations for “ promoting

>f
man cans-

I.
Christian knowledge,” on the pure and enlightened princi
ples of Protestantism, and in increasing zeal and diligence 

the part of those which already exist. Against the 
Church of Christ, based on the everlasting rock of truth, 
wrc arc assured, and we confidently rely upon the assur
ance—that the pow ers of darkness, however successful they 
may seem for a season—the gates of Hell itself shall not 
ultimately prevail. The arm of the flesh is but a feeble 
safeguard, compared with those weapons of heavenly 
temper which .arc drawn from the armoury of God. These, 
“quick and powerful, and sharper than any two-edged 
sword,” shall pierce “even to the dividing asunder of soul 
and spirit, and of the joints and marrow ; mighty through

________________ jiyr dow n of strong holds,” and “ casting
high

I the
sword
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to the
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ft is with t 1m>so feelings and convictions, that the Com
mittee offer up their earnest prayers to the Almighty, that 
he will so abundantly pour down “ the dew of his blessing” 
upon their labours, and the labour of those who 
ated in the same great and glorious cause, that the happy 
time may soon arrive, when “ the kingdom of Heaven shall 
come when “ the Gospel of the blessed God shall be 
preached to every creature when “all men shall come 
into the knowledge of the truth,” and all nations, having 
an interest in “the Lord our righteousness,”shall “see the 
salvation of God.”

are associ

By desire of the Committee,

J L. MILLS, D. I).
Secretary.

Quebec, May 28, 1829.
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