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GREAT LAKES FISHERIES CONVENTION
BETWEEN CANADA AND THE UNITED STATES OF AMERICA

Signed at Washington, April 2, 1946

bs His Majesty the King of Great Britain, Ireland and the British dominions
nyond the Seas, Emperor of India, in respect of Canada, and the President
€ United States of America,
Vat, Recognizing that the fish of the Great Lakes and their connecting
of Y8 constitute an important source of food supply and a natural resource
fh.oreat economic importance to Canada and the United States of America,
shing operations and other factors in the waters within the jurisdiction
jUriog-e country may adversely affect the supply in the waters within the
eéls' iction of the other, that some species of fish in the Great Lakes have
‘ed and that further declines are probable unless adequate provision is
ﬁghee‘ for the development, protection and conservation of the Great Lakes
Yie drles and for the maintenance of conditions which will permit the maximum
tequs and that the conservation and effective management of these fisheries
of 1. 1€ cooperation between and joint action by the governmental agencies
9th countries concerned with the administration of these fisheries,
e resolved to conclude a convention for this purpose and have
: OInted as their respective plenipotentiaries,
hey IS Majesty the King of Great Britain, Ireland and the British dominions
o0 the Seas, Emperor of India, for Canada:
fOrOester Bowles. Pearson, Ambassador Extraordinary and Plenipotentiary -
anada to the United States of America, and
edley Francis Gregory Bridges, Minister of Fisheries of Canada, and
he President of the United States of America:
€an Acheson, Acting Secretary of State of the United States of America;
found ho, having communicated to each other their respective full powers,
In good and due form, have agreed as follows:

ARTICLE 1

fouglt. 18 agreed that the provisions of this Convention shall apply to the
L&k:’mg, herein referred to as the Great Lakes: Lake Ontario, Lake Erie,
'w%er . Clair, Lake Huron, Lake Michigan, Lake Superior, the connecting
Riy, S, bays, and component, parts of each of these lakes, and the St. Lawrence
D {fom Lake Ontario to the forty-fifth parallel of latitude. For the
fony, 98¢s of this Convention the St. Lawrence River from Lake Ontario to the

Y-fifth parallel of latitude shall be treated as a lake of the Great Lakes.

ARTICLE II

%xnl'. 'Ifhe High Contracting Parties agree to establish and maintain a joint
Inte lss}")n, hereinafter referred to as the Commission, to be known as the
of ational Commission for the CGreat Lakes Fisheries and to be composed
© National Sections, a Canadian Section and a United States Section.

e case may be, having jurisdiction on the lake.
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3. The expenses of each Section and of each advisory committee shal_l, i
determined and paid by their respective governments: Provided that 101"11
expenses incurred for administration or research or for other purposes 8
be paid by the two High Contracting Parties in equal shares.

4. The Commission, the National Sections and the advisory committe® §

shall be constituted in accordance with and shall be governed by the provisio
of the Schedule annexed to this Convention.

ARTICLE III
0'

1. The Commission shall formulate and recommend specific research PF .
grams, which may be undertaken by the appropriate agencies of the
governments in collaboration with the Province of Ontario and the States ¢
the United States of America concerned, as well as such other instituti?
and facilities as the Commission deems advisable, for observations and stu 11,
of the Great Lakes fisheries, to guide it in exercising its functions provided ’ i
in Article IV of this Convention. Such programs may include the collecti®
and analysis of statistical information to reveal .the current conditions &
trends of the fishery resources, studies and appraisal of methods for increﬁsl};
the abundance of fish by artificial propagation and other means, and stud}g
of any factors that may affect the fisheries of the Great Lakes, includw-t
silting and pollution. The Commission shall take such further steps 88 b
considers practicable to coordinate and develop research which it may
of value in connection with the Great Lakes fisheries.

2. The High Contracting Parties agree that, within one year from
date of the exchange of the ratifications of this Convention, each of to e

will undertake such observations and studies, recommended by the C e
r R

mission for joint or concurrent action, as they consider necessary fo
effective guidance of the Commission in the exercise of its functions.

3. It is understood that nothing contained in this Convention or i
laws and regulations of the High Contracting Parties or of the Provinc®
Ontario or of any state shall prohibit the Commission from conducting-for’
authorizing fishing operations and biological experiments at any time
purposes of scientific investigation.

ARTICLE 1V ;
1. The Commission shall undertake to develop a comprehensive plan "fgf

purpose of securing the maximum use of these resources consistent with
perpetuation.

the effective management of the fishery resources of the Great Lakes fortheff‘

2. The Commission may make regulations fixing:

(a) open and closed seasons; ; i
(b) open and closed waters; : ‘
(¢) the size limits for each species of fish;

(d) the time, methods and intensity of fishing;

(e) the type and specifications of the nets, gear, and apparatu®
appliances which may be used;

(f) the methods of measurement;
(g) the extent and nature of stocking operations;
(h) the introduction of new species; and

(i) cateh returns and other statistical records as may be necé
to give effect to the purposes of this Convention.

A

2 0]

|

it O R ey St W et

WS O ST

SRS Ry e gl i e T R )



1946, No. 13. 5

i Regulations made under this section shall be uniform for each lake or
| quv‘alent in their effectiveness in the waters of each country as determined
‘ry the Commission. The Commission may from time to time make such
s | “Bulations for each lake separately and may establish zones within a lake
ity make regulations for the various zones of that lake in accordance with
. €rences in conditions. Regulations for a lake or for a zone within a lake
aé‘:l be made with due regard to the necessary interdependence of such regu-
10ns with the regulations for other waters of the Great Lakes.

y leq 3. The Commission may make recommendations to the appropriate
0 Yviteral’ provincial, state and local authorities regarding measures for dealing
of anh such other factors affecting the Great Lakes fisheries, including silting
p5 d Pollution, as are not included under section 2 of this Article.

o of t};i' The United States Section alone shall exercise all powers and functions
2 e Commission in matters relating to Lake Michigan having due regard
il oty € necessary interdependence of regulations for that lake with those for the
¢ ha\fr lakes. The Commission shall likewise, with respect to the other lakes,

5 | € due regard to the regulations for and the conditions of Lake Michigan.
{%‘ by t5- Regulations made by the Commission for United States waters, and
! ullt'lhe United States Section for Lake Michigan, shall not become effective
i | W approved by the President of the United States of America.

beeoﬁ' Regulations made by the Commission for Canadian waters shall not
::' ~Me effective until approved by the Governor General in Council.

r ARTICLE V

¢

: wheéi' Thp High Contracting Parties agree to provide for the enforcement,
1 Vitys €r directly or through provincial and state governments or by both means,
01 thyg O their respective waters of the regulations made and approved under
f _ “onvention,

sl lake2' It is understood that in United States waters the regulations for each
the May be enforced in the first instance by the enforcement agencies of
Ca. a%,ates bordering thereon within their respective jurisdictions and in
Qntaritan waters by the appropriate enforcement agencies‘in the Province of

Wo?é The Commission shall keep itself informed as to the effectiveness of

thy gemen-t, shall report to the High Contracting Parties with respect to any

&waree& allegations or conditions of unsatisfactory enforcement of which it is

the ) I;l and may recommend to the High Contracting Parties measures for

g?mpl&PI’OVement of enforcement. Kxcept as to Lake Michigan, upon the
]

o =

3 It of either National Section with respect to enforcement in any area
ap i Waters of the other country the government of that country will take
Suel, Priate action to enforce the regulations for that area and will continue

Clon so long as it deems necessary.

ARTICLE VI

the IE{i’thlng in this Convention shall be construed as preventing either of
&h‘&ngeg Contracting Parties, subject to their respective constitutional
tog :)Ilents, or the Prox_flnce of Ontario or any of the states of the United
pth o America bordering on the Great Lakes from making or enforcing
“tther Ws or regulations within their respective jurisdictions as will give
‘ thl;robectl.op to the fisheries of the Great Lakes and as are not inconsistent
ove provisions of this Convention or with the regulations made and
d thereunder.
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ARTICLE VII

The High Contracting Parties agree to provide, subject to their respect
constitutional arrangements, for the prohibition of the shipment, transpo™
purchase, sale, import or export of fish taken from the Great Lakes in violati®”
of the regulations made and approved under this Convention.

ARTICLE VIII

The High Contracting Parties agree that, subject to their respecfllva
constitutional arrangements, licences to fish in the waters of the Great Lakes
within the jurisdiction of any province or state may continue to be jssuc”
by such province or state in accordance with its laws and subject to such E +
as it may fix, if such licences and licensing are not inconsistent with ﬂ:d
provisions of this Convention or with the regulations made and appro¥ g
thereunder. Where licensing of fishing activities is necessary to give effeﬁ_f't
the regulations made and approved under this Convention, and any provi J
or state fails to establish or maintain licensing adequate for the succeﬂs,f
control or management of any such fishing activity, the High Con.tract‘ng.

Party having jurisdiction will take such measures as may be necessary - |
provide the needed licensing in the area of its water affected. |

=
——

ARTICLE IX

The High Contracting Parties agree to provide for the enactment ﬁ‘: ]
enforcement of such legislation as may be necessary to give effect tO i
provisions of this Convention and the regulations made and approved ther
under, with appropriate penalties for violations.

ARTICLE X

The present Convention shall be ratified by the President of the Uﬂiﬂe? ‘

States of America, by and with the advice and consent of the Senate th‘?re(;f
and in respect of Canada by His Majesty in accordance with the constitutio® |
practice, and it shall come into force on the date of the exchange of ratiﬁcatwfé
which shall take place at Ottawa. The Convention shall continue in for®y
for a period of ten years and thereafter until one year from the day on Wflggﬁ
either of the High Contracting Parties shall give notice to the other %

Contracting Party of an intention of terminating the Convention.

=
e

ive |

IN WITNESS WHEREOF, the respective plenipotentiaries have signed o |
present Convention and have affixed their seals thereto. M |

pONE in duplicate at Washington the second day of April, one thousandv
hundred forty-six.

For Canada:

(Seal) LestEr B. PEARSON,
H. Francis G. Brio@®

For The United States of
America:

(Seal) DEAN ACHESON.
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'SCHEDULE

_ SPECIAL PROVISIONS RELATING TO THE COMMISSION,

. - THE NATIONAL SECTIONS AND THE ADVISORY COMMITTEES
fg L The United States Section shall be composed of three members, one
éﬁ st;epresentative of the fishery agency of the Government of the United

§ tes of America, the second a person chosen by the President of the United

6 : g

;‘d ?zties of America from a list of two or more persons named by the states
0 rng jurisdiction on the Great Lakes, and the third a person duly qualified
2 Qlegsriseﬁlt the publie at large by reason of knowledge of the fisheries of the
ul, i aKes. :

14 2. The Canadian Section shall be composed of three members, one a

i
0 O?DreSentative of the public services of Canada, the second a representative
| q‘lal'e public services of the Province of Ontario, and the third a person duly
§ ified to represent the public at large by reason of knowledge of the
fries of the Great Lakes.

d itg 3. (a) Each High Contracting Party may fix the terms of service of
nﬁt;nelnbers of the Commission and of the members of any advisory com-
Bes established by it pursuant to Article IT of the Convention.

Wy, (bl Each High Contracting Party may fix the composition of the
Rive ership of any such advisory committee established by it, in order to
g0y adequate representation to provincial or state conservation and fishery

 the €8, commercial fishermen, sports fishermen, and the public at large; but

op Jembers of such advisory committee shall be designated by the province
,af;es having jurisdiction on the lake concerned.

““bs:' (a) At the first meeting of the Commission and at every second
uemquent annual meeting thereafter the members shall select from among
t%‘sel"es a Chairman and a Secretary both of whom shall hold office for
geefg'fars- The Chairman shall be selected from one National Section and the
Soepe 1Y from the other National Section. The offices of Chairman and

T
tary shall alternate biennially between the National Sections.

& 5 (b} In the event that the Chairman or the Secretary is not present

3 ’lumbmeetlng of the Commission the other members may appoint one of their
be, O to act in his stead. In case the Chairman or the Secretary ceases to

of bhmEmber of the Commission, the Commission shall select from the members

the Same National Section a new Chairman or Secretary to hold office for
- '€Xpired term.

e ~ (¢) The Commission shall adopt suitable by-laws or provisions for
Cong . . ! . . .
"" ed ; Uct of its meetings and for the exercise of the functions and duties
%"h&rgé 11} by the Convention and may employ necessary personnel for the
8¢ of its functions.

_B,h&l]a'dEach member of the Commission shall have one vote and the Commission
% g eeterl}llne for each lake other than Lake Michigan by majority vote
ot Entlre Commission the fishing regulations and other decisions with
4 to such lake. With respect to Lake Michigan, each member of the
tates Section shall have one vote and decisions shall be by majority
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6. (a) Any advisory committee which, pursuant to Article II of e
Convention, may be appointed by each Government for a particular 1k
shall be invited to all non-executive meetings of the Commission or lw
respective National Sections at which matters concerning that lake are !
be considered, and shall be given full opportunity to examine and to be heat®
on all proposed fishing regulations and other decisions relating to that lake.

(b) Regulations made by the Commission, or by the United Sfﬁtez

Section for Lake Michigan, shall be submitted forthwith to any pertine”
advisory committee or committees and shall not be submitted to the Govern?

Cleneral of Canada or to the President of the United States of America g::
approval until after forty-five days from the day on which they were m&th‘;

unless all the pertinent advisory committees express their consent to
regulations prior to such time. The advisory committee or committees 8 W
consider such regulations and shall comment thereon to the Oommission,ﬂ
to the United States Section for Lake Michigan. If prior to the expira
of the period of forty-five days the Commission shall be requested by ap
such advisory committee to reconsider such regulations or any portion thefe%é
the Commission or the United States Section for Lake Michigan shall undert?

such reconsideration prior to submitting the regulations to the Goveﬂ}gr
General of Canada or to the President of the United States of America

approval.

(¢) Emergency regulations and decisions may be made Wifgho;l;
opportunity for examination and recommendation by the pertinent advisC I
committee or committees. Such emergency regulations and decisions 54
not be operative for more than one year and may not be renewed witho"
full opportunity for examination and recommendation by the advisory ¢°
mittee or committees.

7. For the purpose of considering and making regulations regarding ﬁshl”f
in the Great Lakes, the Commission, or in the case of Lake Michigal '
United States Section alone, shall meet at least twice a year and one of ”heﬁl
meetings shall be designated by the Chairman and Secretary as the gp® g
meeting. The date and place of the annual meeting and of such other meeti? 1
as may be necessary at any time shall be agreed upon by the Chairman ﬁof
the Secretary except that only the representative of the United States o
America holding the office of the Chairman or the Secretary shall call me
ings of the United States Section for Lake Michigan. reﬁ

8. Prior to any meeting at which regulations for any of the Great .L”.kﬂ,
are to be voted upon, a hearing or hearings shall be held by the Commis®! o
or in the case of Lake Michigan by the United States Section, at a plac®
places near that lake, which shall be open to fishermen and other persoiﬂ
in either country interested in the problems of that lake: Provided 'Ohaf’ch
the event of emergency circumstances meetings may be held without stioﬂ
hearings. Nothing herein shall be deemed to prevent either National Sec
from holding hearings within its own country at its discretion.

Lo
9. The Commission shall publish biennially, or more frequently o o
judges desirable, reports of its activities and recommendations, as well 88 %o
publications as it may see fit of a scientific nature or other public informa® s
and may also arrange to publish the results of the research of collaborating = |
associated agencies. '

10. Regulations made and approved under Article IV of the ConVen: :
shall not become effective until one year from the date when the Conve™™
comes into force.

o et = Y




. 11. For purposes of the application of the Convention and regulations
| Jaade and approved thereunder, the Commission may determine the boundaries

Vt“{een the lakes, and between the waters specified in Article I of the Con-
,tﬁntl‘on and waters flowing into:or from such waters, and may also determine
‘beetlake or lakes of which the connecting waters or any part thereof shall

— Weated as forming a part.

; 12. The provisions of this Schedule may be revised and amended from
e to time by the Commission: Provided that:

1ty (a) any revision or amendment inconsistent with the provisions of
0r 0;3 Schedule must be confirmed by an exchange of notes between the High
o § “tracting Parties; and :

] vy (_b). no revision or amendment inconsistent with the Convention, or
al o dCh dlmlnlshqs the extent or effectiveness of provincial or state participation
D }Il‘epresentatlon of provincial or state interests now provided under para-
i Phs 1, 2 5 6 and 8 of this Schedule, may be made by the Commission.







