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THE INSTRUCTOR.

No. XVIIL] MONTREAL, AUGUST 26, 1833. [Paice 2b.

LITERARY DEPARTNIENT. |of the despairing crew, and the stern and hor-
- rid burst of roused-up ocean, asit dealt the
THE KELP-GATHERER. last stroke upon the groaning timbers of the
The stranger who wanders along the terrific | wreck, and scattered the whole pile far and
masses of crag that overhang the green and | wide, in countless atoms, upon the boiling
foaming watersof the Atlantic, on the western | surface of the deep, And again, without
coasts of Ircland, feelsa melancholy interest turning in thought t> the far away homes, at
excited in his mind, as he turns aside from | which the tale of the wanderers was never told
the more impressive grandeurs of the scene, | —to the pale young widow that dreamed her -
and gezes or the small stone heaps that are | self still a wife, »nd lived on, from morn to
scattered over the moss on which he treads. | morn, in the fever of 2 vain suspense—to the
They are the graves of the nameless few whose | helpless parent, that still hoped for the ofiices
bodies have been frem time to time ejected | of filial kindness from the hand that was now
from (ke bosom of (he ocezn, and cast upon | mouldering in a distant grove 3 and to the so-
those lonely crags to startle the fisherman with | cial fire-side, over whose evening pastimes
their ghastly and disfignred bulk.  Here they | the long silence of an absent friend had thrown
meety at the hands of the pitying mountaineer, | a gloom, that the certainty of woe or gladuess
the last offices of Christian charity—a grave | could never remove.
in the nearest snft carth, with no other cere- Among those namcless tombs, within the
monial than the Fumble peusant’s prayer. | space of the last few years, the widow of a
lere they lie, uncoffined, unlamented, un- | fisherman, named Reasdon,y was observed to
claimed by mourning friends, startling like | Spend z great portion of her time,  Iler hus.
sudden spectres of death fr.m the depths of | band had dicd your.g, perishing ina sudden
the ocean, to excite a wild fear, a passing | storm, which swept his cauoe from the coast
thought of pity, a vain iuquiry in the hamlet, | side im0 the waste of the sea beyond it; and
and then sink into the carth in mysteryand in | his wife was left to iuhabita smul cottage
silence, to be no more rememler d on its sure | neat the crags, and to support, by the lahour
face. of her hzunds, an only child, who was destined
The obscurity which envelepes the history | tu inherit litle more than the blessing, the
of thos2 unhappy strangers affords a sulject | virtue, and the afiections of his parent.  The
to the speculative travillery on which he, may | poor wilow eudcavoured to procure a subsist~
grive froe play tothe wings of his imagination, | cuce for bur boy aud for herself, by gather-
+Few, indeed, can pass ti ese deserted sepule ing the kulp which was thrown npo)': the crags.
chres without endeavourinyy for a moment fo ; and which wes burned, for the purpose of
penetrate in fancy the darki.ess which ens!irond | n:2nufucturing soap from its ashes : while the
the fate of their mculdering tepants 3 witlout ’ youuh employed his yet unformed strength in
beholding the progress of the ruin that str:. kL ; tili.og the small garden, that w.s confined by
from beneath the voyager's fect, the firm aw. | a quickset hedge, at their cottage side.  They
bty fabric to which he had confidently trast- | were fondly atlached, and toiled incessantly to
ed his existence, without hearing the shridks l obtain the means of comforty rather for cac*
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other than for themselves ; but, with all their
exertions, fortune left them in the rearward
of her favour, The mother beheld, with a
mother'sagony, the youthful limbs and feu~
tures of her boy exhibit the sickly effects of
habitual privation, and habitual toil; while
the son mourned tosee the feebleness f a
premature old age begin to steal upon the
healch and vigour of his parent.

In these difficulties, a prospect of certain
advantage and probable good fortune, induced
the young man to leave his mother and his
native country for some years. The distress~
esand disturbances which agitated that un.
happy land pressed so heavily upon the fortunes
of many families of the middle, as well as the
Jower rank, that great numbers were found
to embrace the opportunity of improvement,
which thecolonization of the new world held
out for their advantage, Among those who
emigrated, was the family under whom the
Reardons held their little cottage 5 and with
them it was, that the ycung man determined
to try his fortune in a happizrregion. Hiaving
arranged their affzirs soas to secure his widow-
ed parent against absolute poverty, they se-
parated with many tears, the mother blessing
her son as she committed him to the guardian-
ship of Providence, and the son pledging
himself to return to her assistance so soonas
he had obtained the means of providing her
the comforts necessary for her old age.

His success, though gradual, was complete.
The blessings of the young Tobias fell upon
the work of his hands, and his industry,
because well directed, was productive, even
beyond his expectations. Instead of lingering,
like many of his fellow exiles, in the seaport
towns, where they were detained by idleness,
and that open mouthed folly, which persvades
men that fortune may be found without the
pain of secking, young Reardon proceeded at
once into the new scttlements, where human
industry is one of the most valuableand valued
commodities, In a little time he was enabled
to remit a considerable portion of his earnings
to his poor mother, and continued, from time

to time, to increase his contributions to her
comfort, untiiat length the abundance of his
prosperity was suchs as to enable him to relin-
quish the porsuit of gain, and to fulfil the
promise he had mudeat parting.

He did not returnalone. With the full ap-
probation of the poor widow, he had joined
his fate to that of a young person in the
settlement where he dwelt, whose dispositions
were in every way analogous to his own, and
who only excelled him in the superior ease and
comfort of her circumstances. Previous to
his return, he wrote to the poor widow, to
inform her, that in less than two months from
that time, with the blessing of Providence,
her daughter in law, her two grand children,
and her son, would meet bencath the roof of
her ancient dweling.

Lancy, if you can, the anxiety with which
the poor widow looked out for this long expect-
ed time. The assistance which the affectionate
exile liad been able to afford her, wassuch as
to raise her to a state of comparative affluence
in her neighbourhood, and to render her in-
dependent of the hard and servile toil by which
she had been accustomed to gain a livelihood.
Her cottage was wholly changed in its appear-
ance. and had the honour of ‘being frequently
sclected for a night’s ledging by her landlord’s
agenty and other great men. who passed
through that lonely district. A few flowers
sprang up in her sally fringed garden, which
were not less tenderly cherished, that the seeds
from which they grew were transmitted from
the emigrant's)garden in the other hemisphere..
Her life up to the moment when she received
this joyous letter, had been calmly huppy. She
looked forwardwith a serene feeling of ming'ed
hope and resignation, to the day of her son’s
return, and never once suffered the cagerness
of her affection to outstep her gratitude to
Heaven, and her entire dependence upon the
divire will.

But, forgive a mother’s fondness !—~There
are fow hearts in which the affections -of the
world and of nature are so entirely held under
subjection by the strong hand of reason aud
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faith, that they cannot be moved toa momen- I

tary forgetfulness of duty, by a sudden and
startling occasion. After the widow had heard
the letter read, in which her son announced
his approaching return, the quict of her life
was for a time disturbed.
heaven indeed, and prayed even more fervently
than before 3 but the burning fever that pos-
sessed lier Learty showed that its confidence
was qualified.  Tn the hours of devotion, she
often found lier thoughts wandering from that
Being whose breath ciuld still or trouble the
surface cf the ocean. far over the vide waters
themselves, to meet the vessel that w .5 flying
to her with the tidingsof bliss, She shudder-
cd as she went morn after morn, to the cliffs
head, and cast her eyes on the graves of the
shipwrecked voyagers, which were scattered
along the turf mountains on which she trod.
In the silence of the night, when she endea-
voured to drown her anxieties in slecp, imagi.
nation did but overact the part with which it
had terrified her waking. Stormy seas and
adverse winds—a ship straining against the
blast, ber deck covered with pale and affrighted
faces,among which she secmed to detect those
of her son, and of his family—winds hissing
through the crezking yards —ard waves tossing
their harrid heads a'oft. and roaring for their
prey.  Such were the visions that beset the
brd of the longing niothcry, and made the
night ghastly tolier eyes.  When she lay awake
the rustling of a sudden wind among the green
boughs at her window, made ler start and
sit erect in her bed 5 nor would she again
return to rest until she had opened the htdde
casement, and satisfied herself, by wasing her
band akread in the night 2ir, that her alarm
was occasioned by one ef its fairest aud most
favourable mntions.  Soindecd it was. The
Almighty, as though to convince her how far
<he was from cojecturing aright the quarter
from which ealamity might visit ker, bade the
winds blow, during the whole of that period,
in the manrer wlich, had they been in her
own kecpine, she would have desired.  Her
acgmaintances and neighbeurs all senmed to

She thought of i

share in her anx’ety. The fishermen, aftee
they had drawn up their canoes at evening,

' were careful, on their way homeward, to drop

in at the widow IReardon’s door, and let her

! know what vessels had entered the neighboure

ing river in the conrse of the day, or had ap.
peared in the offiny. She was constantly
cheeved with the assurance that fairer weather
! for a homeward bound ship, or more lilely to
continue, was never known before.  Stille
nevertheless, the ponr woman's heart was not
at peace, and the daysand nights lagged along
with an unaceustomed heaviness.

(Tobe continued.)

=
TRAVELS.

RUINS OF ANCIENT BABYLON.
(Continued from page 133.)

The sides of thn ruin exbibit hullows, worn
partly by the weather, but more generally by
the Arabs, who ura incessantly digging for
the bricks, and huating for antiquitics. Se-
veral of these excavations I entered, and have
no reason to supps2 that they are inhabited by
such ferocious animals as the generality of
travellersassert. There certainly was an offenas
sive smell, and the caves werestrowed with
the bones of sheep auld gaats, devoured most
probably by the juckalis that resort thither in
great numbers: aud thousands of bats and
ounls have filled many of these cavities 3 fuifils
liag to the very letter the foiluning predicticn
of Jeremiah : — ¢ Decause of the wrath of the
Lord, it shall not bLe inhabited, but it shail
be vihelly desolate 3 every one that gooth by
Baibylon siall be astonished, and hiss at all her
plagues.  How is DBabylon become a desola~
tion among the nations. The wild beas!s of
the desert, with the wild beasts of the island,
shall dwell there, and the owls shall dwell there
inj and it shall be no more inhabited for
ever,y ueither shall it he dwelt in from gencra-
tion (o geneyation.  As God ovirthrew Sodom
& Gomorrah, & the neighbouring cities there~

of; s.ith the Lord 3 soshall no maa abide there
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peither shall any son of man dwell therein,®
Jer. 1, 13, 23, 39, 40.

The natives are very reluctaut to follow the
visiter into these dens, and dislike remaining
near the ruins after sunsety rather from the
fear of evil spirits than from ary attack of
lious, or other wild beasts.  Indeed, by their
account, there are not half a dozen lious with-
i thirty miles round Babel; though, about
sixty miles below Hil'ah, on the banks of the
river, in a considerable patch of brushwocd,
those animals were very numerous throughout
the ruins,—This circumstance is an apt illus—
tration of the prophecies of Jeremiah, ¢And
Babylon shail become heays, a dwelling place
for dragons, an astonishment, and a hissing,
without an inhabitant,’ Jer. li. 87,

Ranwolff, a German traveller, passed these
ruinslin 1574+ He speaks of a village which
he named Elugo, occupying a part of Babylon.

- ¢The village of Elugo,® says he, ¢ now lieth
on the place where formerly old Babylon,;the
metropolis of Chaldea, was situated. Just
below!the village is the hill whereon the castle
stood, and the ruinsof its fortifications are still
visible, thongh demolished and uninhabited.—
Behind it and pretty nearit did stand the
tower of Babylon. It is stillto be seen, and
is ha!f a league in diameter; but so ruinous
and low, and so full of venomous creatures,
which lodge in holes made by them in rubbish,
that no one durst approach nearer to it than
half a league, except during two months in
the winter, when these animals never stir out
of their holes.”

In the northwest face of this huge mound is
a niche six feet high by three deep. It is
particularly noticed by Mr. Rich, in his Mea
moir on Babylon. This recess is very clearly
discernible to the distance of fuil two miles of
approaching the ruin from the north; and
being near the summit, it is 2 conspicuous
spot, The natives call it serdaub, signifying
a cellar, or vaulted chamber. This aperture
is well worthy of the most minute examination
from i(s being a place of sepulture.

Rich here discovered a wooden eoffin, con-
taining a skeleton in high preservation. Under
the head of this cofin was a round pebble, at-
tached to the cofiini On the outside was a
brass birdy and in the iuside an ornament of
the same materialy which had been suspended
to some part of the skeletont This places
the antiquity of those remains beyond all dis-
pute : and Rich adds, that the skeleton ef a
child was also found. These circumstances
caused me to exert my utmostattention 5 and
as far as my.means went, [ set men to work at
a distance of twenty yards castward of the
niches

(To be continued.)

. RELIGIOUS.

DAVID'S LAMENTATION.

Let any man but read over that admirable
ode which David penned on the death of Saul
and Jonathan, than which there is nothing
more clegant and passionate in all antiquity,
and he will find all the marks of a generous
grief, and the utmost decency and propriety
in the expressions of it: In the encomiunis
respectively passed on them, thereis nothing
but what became the character of both, and
suited the situation ofbim that gave them.
Saul he celebrates for his former victories,
and sheds a tear over him for his defeat and
the indignities offered to him after his death,
but without the least expression of sorrow for
him upon his own account, and, what deserves
to be mentioned to his honour, without asingle
reflection on his past injustice and cruelty to-
wards himself. But asto Jonathan, his friend,
how tender and passionate is the sorrow he
expresses ! .

46 O thou glory of Isracl! shin upon thy
mountains !

O how are the heroes fallen !

Tell it not in Gath,

Publish it not in the strects of Askelon ;

Liest the daughters of the Philistines rejoice~

Liest the daughters of the uncircumcised exulte

0, ye mountains of Gilboa,
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Let there be no dew nor rain fall on you;

Nor on you, O ye fertile fields around them,

For the shiclds of the mighty men were con-
temptuously thrown away—

The shield of Sauly

The anointed of the Lord, is no more !

When Jonathan drew his bow, it never flew
back again,

Without being “tinged with the blood of the
shain—

Without piercing the fat of the mighty men.

Nor did the sword of Saul return from the
blow without execution.

Saul and Jonathan werc dear and delightful
to cach other whilst they lived,

Andin their death they were not divided 3

They were swifter than eagles—

They were stronger than lions, -

0, ye daughters of Isracly weep ye over Saul!

¥rom the spail of his encmies he clothed you

With scarlet and delicate ornaments,

And decorated your garments with gold.

O how are the heroes fullen in the midst of the
battle !

O how was Jonathan pierced through, O Gil.
boa, inthy high places !

1 am distressed for theey O Jonathan my
brother &

Thou wast excecdingly delightful and dear to
me s

Thy affection to me was mere wonderful and
coustant

Thau thelove of wives to their husband.

O how are the heroes fallen !

tHow are the warlike weapous destroyed !°?

He whocan read this excellent composure
wichout admiration and pleasure must be to-
tally destitute of ull true taste. The lamien.
tatior over the slain heroes of Isracly in the
beginning, and several times repeated - the
manwper in which le expresses his anguish at
the thought of defeats being published in the
cities of the Philistines, and the triumphs of
the daughters of the uncircumcised upon e
count of it— his passionately wishing that nei-
ther dews nor raius might ever fall on the
mountains of Gilboay and the ficlds surround

ing them, in which the slaughier of the Isracle
ites happened — his recounting the past victoe
ries of Saul and Jonathan, who never drew a
bow, or brandished a sword, but it proved fatal
to their encmies,to heighten the glory of their
character, and set forth in a more lively man.
ner the sad reverse of their condition—his
comparing them, the one to an eagle for
swiftness, the other to a lion for strength and
valour—the honourable mention of their mue
tual affection whilst they lived, and dying
bravely together in the field of battle—the exe
clamation to the daughters of Israe) to mourn
over Saul, and the reasons he gives for it—
his celebrating the mutual tender friendship
between himself and Jonathan: ina word,
this elegy, in every part of it, both in seati-
ment and expression, kath all' the charms with
which the spirit of poetry can adorn it

ASTRONOIMY.

SIR ISAAC NEWTON'S OPINION CF COMETS.

$¢In the cfforts by which the human mind
labours after truth, it is curious to observe
how often that desived object is stumbled upon
by accident, or arrived at by reasoning which
is false. One of Newton’s conjectures res
specting comets was, that they are ¢the ali.
ment by which suns are sustained 3’ and heé
therefore concluded, that these bodiss werein
a state of progressive decline upon the suns
round which they respectively swept ; ard that
into these suns they from time to time fell.
This opinion appears to have been cherished
by Newton ta the latest hours of his life 3 he
uot ca'y consigned it to his immortal writings,
but, at the age cf 83, a conversation took
place between him and his nephew on this
subject, which has comedown tous. ¢ cane
not say,” said Newtor, ¢when the comet of
1680 will fall into the sun § possibly after five
or six revolutions; but whenever that lime
sholl arrive, the heat of the sun wi'l be raised
by it to euch a point, that our globe will be
burrcd, and allthe animals upon it will perish.
The new stars observed by Hipparchus, Tycho
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and Kepler, must have proceeded from such | thou seest.’—The clild answered,

a cause, for it is impossible otherwise to
explain their sudden splendour.’ His nephew,
upon this, asked him, ¢Why, when he stated
in his writings that comets would fall into the
sun, did ke not also state thiose vast fires which
they must produce, as he supposed they Fad
done in the slars ?* ¢ Because,” replied the
old man, ‘theconflagrations of the sun concern
vs a liftle more directly. ¢Ihave said,however,
added he smiling, ‘enough to enable the world
to collcct my opinion.””

This anccdote of Messier, surnamed by
Louis XV., La Furet de Con.etes, (Comet
Ferret) is curiouss —

¢ He was an excellent man, but had the
simplicity of a child. At a time when he was
in expectation of discovering a comet, his wife
tool ill and died.  While attending upon her,
heing withdrawn from his observatory, Monta-
gnc de Limoges anticipated him by discover~
ing the comet.  Messier was in despair. A
friend visiting him beganto offer some conso. |
lation for the recent affliction he had suffers
ed: DMessier, thiuking only of the comet, ,
exclimed, — T Lad discovered twelve.  Alas,
that 1 should now be robbed of the thirteenth
by Montagrne !” and his eyes filled with tears.
‘Then, remembering that it was necessary to
mourn fur his wife, wlose remains were still
in the house,he exclaimed.— sAh! cctte pauvre
femme,” and again wept for his comet.”

MISCELLANESUR,

HOPE ANXD MEMORY.

A little babe lay in the cralle, and Hope
came and kissed it. When its nurse gave it
a cake, Hope promised another tomorrow ;
aitd when its young sister brought a flower
over which it clapped its wings and crowed,
Hope told of brighter ones, which it would
gather for itself.

The babe grew toa child, and another friend
came and kissed it. Her name was Memory.

|
i

She szid, ¢look bchind thee, and tell me what

¢1scen
little book.”  And Mcmory said, ¢I will teach
thee how to get honey from the book, that wiil
be sweet {o thee when thou art old.”

The child became a youth. Once when Le
went to his bed, Hope and Mcmory staod by
the pillow. Hope sang a melodious song, and
said, *Follow me, andlevery morning thou
shalt a..ake with a smile, as sweet as the pret.
¢ty lay Isung thee.”

But Memory said, ¢tlope, is there any
need ‘hat we should contend ? He shall be
mine as well as thine. And we shail be to
him assisters all his life"long.?

So he kissed Hope and Memory, as he was
beloved of them both. While he slept peace~
fully they sat silently by his side, weaving
rainbew tissues into dreams. When he awoke
they came, with the lark, to bid him good
merning, and he gave a haud to each.

He became aman. Every day Hope guided

ut to his labor, and every night he supped
with Memory at the table of Knowledge.

But, at length Age found him aod turned
Liis templesgray. To his eve the world seem-
ed altered. —Memory sat by his elbow chair,
like an old and tried friend. He looked at
her seriously and said. ¢Hast thou not lost
something that I entrusted thee

And she answered, ¢J fear so, for the lock
of my casketisworn. Somctimes Iam weary
and sleepy and Time purloins my key. But
the gems that thou didst give me when life
was new —I can account for al'—see how bright
they are.?

While they thus sadly conversed, Hope put
forth a wing that she had not worn, folded
under her garment, and tried its strength in
a heavenward flight.

The old man laid down to die, and when
his soul went forth from the body, the angels
took it: — And Memory walked with it threugh
the open gate of heaven. But Hope lay down
at its treshold and geatly expired, asa rose
giveth out its last odors.

Her parting sigh was like the music of a se-
raph's harp. She breathed it into a glorigus
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form and said : ¢ Immortalhappigess! I bring
thee a soul that I have led through the world.
it is now thine, Jesus hath redeemed it.’

If men are considered as trayellers, and life
a journey, we may add that the Christian
traveller has the advantage of ali others, in
the following important points: The goodness
of the road, the beauty of perspective, the
excellency of company, and the great superior~
ity of accommodation prepared for him, when
arrived at his journcy’s end.

Ingratitude is a vice more repugnant, per-
haps, than most others to the hearts of men.
The ungrateful man scems better fitted for the
society of demons, than for that of the human
race, aund the vice which has dcgra?cd him
below the level of his species, appears rather
as the depravity of a ficud than as the failing
of a man.

Disappointments are to the mind, what ill
health is to the body ; the latter is certainly,
in itselfy a thing we must be desirous of shune
ning ; ye*, without it we could not feel half the
enjoyment of health 5 the same observation will
hold good as regards the former ; for, if allour
wishes were granted, and all our hopes fulfilled,
nman, restless as he is, and fond as he ever has
been of change, would fiud but little pleasure
1a the instant accomplishment of his desires 3
and even happiness itself would be likely to
become irksome.

FOLTRY.

PRISONERS’ EVENING SERVICE.
(Cy Mirs. Hemaus.)

PRISONERS’ EVENING HYMN:
(Continued from page 135.)
We see no more, in thy pure skies,
How soft, O God ! the sunsct dies;
RHow every coloured hill and wood
Seems melting in the golden {lood 5
Yet, by the precious memories won
¥rom bright hours now for ever gone,

Father! o'er all thy works, we know,
Thou still art shedding Beauty's glow 3
Still touching every cloud and tree
With glory, eloquent of Thee ;

Still feeding all thy flowers with light,
Though Man hath bare’d it from our sight.
We know Thou reign’sty the Unchanging

One, th® All Just,
And bless Thee still with free and boundless
trust !

We read no more, O God! thy ways
On Earth, in these wild evil days.
The rod severe in th® oppressor’s hand
Is ruler of the weeping land 3
Fallen are the faithfuland the pure,
No shrine is spared, no hearth secure.
Yet, by the deep voice from the Past,
Which tells us these things cannot Jast 3
And by the Hoge which finds no Ark,
Save in thy breast, when storms grow dark 3
Wetrust Thee ! — As the sailor knows
That inits placa of bright_repose
His polesstar burns, though mist and cloud
May veil it with a midnight shroud.
We know Thou reign’st ! —All Holy_Oue, All
Just !
And bless Thee still with Love's own hound«
less truste

We feel no more that aid is nigh,
When our faint hearts within us die.
We suffer —and we know our doomy
Must be one suffering tiil the tomb.
Yet, by theanguish of Thy Son,
When his last hour came darkly on;
By his dread ery, the air which rent
In terror of abandonment 3
And by his parting word, which rose
Through Faith, victorious ¢'er all woes ;
We kuow that ‘Thou may’st wound, may’st
break
‘The Spirit, but will ne'er forsake $
Sad supplicants whom our brethren spurn,
I our deep need to Thee we turn
To whom but Thee 2— A1l Merciful, All Just!
In Life, in Deuth, we yield Thee Loundless
trust !
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To the inhabitants of the islands of Aroo the
* birds of paradise have, for many ceuturics,
been animportant articie of commeree; They
are shot with blunt-headed arrows 3 or caught
by birdlime or in snares. As soon as they are
‘killed their legs are cut'off, as, by that means,
the skins are more easily preserved, and also
the persous who purchase them prefer them
thus. The entrails and breast boue are {aken
out, and they are dried with sooke and sule
phur, for exportation to Banda and other
commercial settiements.

They are in great demand both ia Persia
and India to adorn the turbans of persons of
rank, ang even the handies of sabres and the
trappings of horses, Many of thera are also
sold to the Chinese; and, a few years ago,
they were a very fasionable ornament for fe-
male head dress in England,

The appellation of birds of paradise has been
given to these birds from a notion, formerly
prevalent, that destitute of feet,they were cone
stantly in flight, even during their sleep s
or that, if they did rest, it was ouly for a few
moments together, and then suspended to
the branches of trees by the long fcathers of
their tail that the female deposited her eggs
in_the hollow place on the back of the male,
and there sat upon and hatched them, that
they fed only on dew : that, destitute of sto-
mach & intestines, the whole abdominal cavity
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wassfilled with fat; and, lasily, that they

never touched the easth uniil their deathe It
is somewhat dificult to account for the origin
of notions so absurd, unless we are to suppos?
them in the inventions of persons who traded |
in the skins of these birds, and fouunded mere:
Iy inthe very extraordinary nature.of theit
plumage, and the circumstance of such skias
Being always sold without the legs.

Birds of paradise genevally associate in flocks
of forty or fifty together. I'hey form their,
nests in trees, and feed on fruit and insects,)
Their legs are so short that, when they alight
upon the ground, they cannot, without diffie
culty, arise again into the air.
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