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VESSELS [N THE NORTH ATLANTIC.

RETLRKT to an Address of the Honourable The Houseof Commons,
dated 4 June 1852 ;-for,

"COPIES Of CoMMUNtriêICATIONs between the ADMIRALTY and any PUBLIC

AuTHoaIrîas at Home and Abroad, in reference to certain VEssELs observed
on an Iceberg in the North Atlantic in 1851, and supposed to have been
Abandoned."

(Sir R. . nglis.)

Orderad, 'b The House of Commons, (o be Prinied, 22 June 1852.

COPIES of CoMMiUNICATIONs between the ADMIRALTY and any PuBLIC

AUTIoRITIFS at Iorne and Abroad, in reference to certain VEssELs observed
on an Icebçrg in the North Atlantic in 1851, and supposed to have been
Abandoned.

Sir, Admiralty, 19 June 1852.
WITIn reference to your letter of the 8th instant, transmitting copy of a Reso-

lution of the Bouse of Cominons, dated the 4th instant, respecting the laying
before The Ilouse copies of any communications between the Admiralty and
any public authorities at home and abroad, in reference to certain vessels
observed on an iceberg in the North Atlantic in 1851, and supposed to have been
abandoned, I air commanded by my Lords Commissioners of the Admiralty to
transmit to you a Return, which has been prepared in conformity with the terms
of the said Resolution, and the request conveyed in your letter.

Sir Williara G. H. Jolliffe, ]Bart., M. P,
&c. &c. &c.

P
rro to 2b

I am, &c.
(signed) J. H. Ray,

Pro Secretary.

No. 1.

Her Majesty's Ship " Sampson," Portsmouth,
Sir, 20 March 1852.

AFTER mature deliberation, I arn of opinion that it is my duty to acquaint
théir Lordships with the following particulars in reference to Sir J. Franklin's
shi ps.

About the beginning of the present month, I was in company with a mer-
chant captain, of the nane of Story, who is a native of Tynemouth,. and at
present residing there; we were talking about ice, &c., when he made the follow-,
ing staternent, which I give in his owr words:

" In reference to icebergs, I know a captain, at present in Shields Harbour,
who told me that when proceeding to North America in the spring of 1851, the
rhate, who had the morning watch, reported an iceberg in sight ahead of the
ship.

" On a nearer approach, the ice, under the water, could be observed shelving
out to a considerable distarice at the lee side, thus acting like a vane in keeping
that part to leeward. On passing as close as prudence would allow, two three-
masted vessels were observed close to the berg, but out of the water; they were
regularly housed in, with their topsail yards, and topgallan' inasts down. No
human beings could be seen."

jo0i. A I inquired



2 COMMUNICATIONS IN REFERENCE TO VESSELS OBSERVED

I inquired why all this had not been made public long since; lie gave me to
understand that the captain alluded to had contented himself with speaking to
his friends about it, but was now afraid of the shame which would attend its
publicity after so long a time having elapsed.

I earnestly requested him to seek an interview with him, for the purpose of
ascertaining if I could be allowed to take down his deposition in writing.

On seeing Captain Story next day, lie informed mne that the captain had
sailed, but I am privately of opinion that the captain hesitated w risk the
exposure which lie feared might await him, although I told Captaiz Story to
inform him that I would take care to explain away his long sileace on the
subject.

The Honourable
the Secretary of the Admiralty.

I have, &c.
(signed) James M. Shore,

Second Master.

P.S.-Supposing them to be Sir J. Franklin's ships, the fact of no huinan
beings being seen may, I think, easily be accounted for.

The catastrophe of an iceberg breaking away- from the place where it had
formed, would no doubt be sufficient to cause the crews to rush on foot to the
nearest safe point ; the ships drifting away with the berg in the interval, would
have no means of rejoining themn.

J. M.S.
P.P.S.-The name of the captain and other particulars no doubt will be

supplied by Captain Story, Tynemouth, Northumberland, should an oflicial
letter be written to him on the subject, provided he has not sailed.

No, 2.
Sir, Admiralty, 22 March 1852.

I Am commanded by my Lords Commissioners of the Admiralty to trans-
mit to you the enclosed letter from Mr. James M. Shore, second master of Her

sce . Majesty's ship " Sampson," respecting two three-masted ships having been seen
drifting with an iceberg, and to signify their direction to you to forward the
same to Captain Jones of the "Sampson," desiring that officer, first, to inforrm
Mr. Shore that my Lords would have expected. that lie knew enough of the
rules of the service not to address a letter to the Admiralty excepting througi
his commanding officer; and, secondly, Captain Joues is to be guided by his
opinion and judgnent as to the truth and merits of such a statement, in returl.
ing it with his report, througli you, to the Secretary of the Admiralty.

Adrmiral Sir Thomas Briggs, &c. &c.
Portsmouth.

I am, &c.
(signed) W. A. B. Iamilon.

No. 3.

Her Majesty's Ship " Sampson," Portsmouth,
Sir, 24 March 1852.

I HAvE herewith the honour of returning you the letter of Mx, James M.
Shore, second master of Her Majesty's ship under my command, om the subject
of the ships beset with icebergs in March 1851, and, in compliance with your
memorandum of the 23d instant, I have endeavoured to ascertain tie degree of
dependence to be placed on the report in that letter, for whicli purpose the
queries, as follows, were put to Mr. Shore, and his answers subjoined; viz.

flow long has Mr. Shore been acquainted with Mr. Storey, the nerchant
captain alladed to in bis letter of the 2oth instant?

For five or six years.
Have they been in the habit of frequently meeting?

Not often; but generally spoke when they met.

Is Mr. Shore connected with the north of England?
Belongs to North Shields and Tynemouth.

Whiat
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What age is Mr. Storey?
About 40.

Whose employ is he in?
Don't know; but sails a ship belonging to North Shields.

Is he owner or part owner of any ship?
May possess part of a ship, but does not know.

Where did Mr. Shore rneet Mr. Storey when the communication relating to
the icebergs took place ?

In a walk between Tynemouth and North Shields.

Does Mr. Shore know to what part of America the vessel was bound that fell
in with the icebergs?

Thinks to the St. Lawrence.

Was the approximate latitude or longitude intinated ?
In the neighbourhood of the banks of Newfoundland.

Did Mr. Shore hear the name of the master or of the ship?
Did not hear ; Mr. Storey avoided mentioning it to him.

Am I to understand that the two three-masted vessels were resting on the ice,
and quite out of the water?

Quite out of the water, but particulars of position not mentioned.

From what Mr. Shore knows of Mr. Storey, would he (Mr. Shore) think it
probable that Mr. Storey would invent those particulars ?

Thinks not; he is a plain, clear-spoken man; thinks Mr. Storey's naine
is Thonas, and that he lives in Baek-street, Tynemouth.

Does Mr. Shore think it possible that the master of any British ship could have
fallen in with icebergs and ships lifted on them, as reported, without endeavour.
ing to communicate and ascertain more particularly what they were ?

Yes, he does think it possible, from his knowledge of the indifference
with which the master and crew of merchant vessels view things which do
not immediately concern then.

Does Mr. Shore conceive it possible that such an event occurring on the
voyage would not be reported on arriving at the first port?

For the reason above, he thinks it might not be reported.

Would it not be the subject of conversation, and thus become public?
Perhaps not.

Admiral Sir Thomas Briggs, &c. &c.,
Portsmouth.

1 bave, &c.
(signed) Lewis T. Jones,

Captain.

No. 4.
(Confidential.)

Sir, Admiralty, 26 March 1852.
I A commanded by my Lords Commissioners of the Admairalty to transmit

to you copies of a correspondence which has taken place respecting two ships
having been seen drifting with an iceberg off North America, and ta desire that
you will make minute inquiries into the subject, ascertaining for your own
information the character of Mr. Storey (if there be such a person), and other-
wise examining into the truth of this statement, reporting thereon for their
Lordships' information.

Commander H. C. Hawkins, n.N.
Inspecting Commander of the Coast Guard,

Sunderland.

I am, &c.
(signed) A. Stfford.

lVb8 i
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No. 5.

Sir, Sunderland, 28 March 1852.
IN reply to your confidential letter of the 26th instant, directing me to make

minute inquiries respecting two ships having been seen in the spring of 1851,
drifting with an iceberg off North America, ascertaining as far as possible the
credibility of Mr. Storey's statement on the subject, and to report thereon for
their Lordships' information ;

I beg leave to informn you, that I immediately proceeded to Tynemouth, and
saw Mr. Storey, who states that lie left Bristol for Quebec, as master of the brig
" Agnes," on 5th April 1851; crossed the banks of Newfoundlanid about the
2oth, arriving at Quebec on. the 5th May. Here he met Mr. Edward Coward,
the master of the brig " Renovation;" and as both their vessels belonged to the
same owners, the Youngs of Shields, and were both ready at the same time for
their voyage home, they frequently met at the custorn-house, when they entered
into conversation respecting their outward-bound passage, and were of opinion
that they had crossed the banks about the sane time, natnely, the 2oth of April.
Mr. Storey then proceeded to state, l He (Captain Coward) also related as fol-
lows, as near as I cari recollect:-

" When near the east edge of the bank, in latitude 45° 30' N., wind N.E.,
fresh breezes and clear weather, as inuch as I cotld carry fore-topmast studding
sail, fell in with icebergs; one of which was very large, with field-ice attached
to it, in which were two three-masted ships, having their masts struck, and yards
down, and all made snug ; to all appearance they had passed the winter together
on the ice. At about five o'clock in the morning, wlen within one mile of
them, the mate called me to see the berg and ships. By the time I got up and
dressed and on deck, mny ship was abreast of them; took spying-glass, and care-
fully examined then, to see if there was any one on board, but could see no one;
at the time I did not think of Sir John Franklin's missing ships; anxiety to get
ahead out of the danger whilst the weather was clea.r from fogs, and being too
far passed before I could niake up my mind, caused me not to reduce sail, and
examine them more accurately. I arn since of opinion they might possibly be
the missing ships."

The above can be depended on as a faithful report of Mr. Storey's statement
to me, of what (so far as bis recollection serves him) Captain Coward related to
him: and in answer to a query of mine, whether any one was present besides
bimself when this conversation took place ; he replied, " Yes, a Mr. Cleugh, the
master of a ship I do not now recollect the name of; but lie is now with the
same ship, either at Portland or Weymouth, having gone there with a cargo of
Canada timber on Goverument account, for the breakwater constructing at the
island," and who lie thinks might corroborate the main facts of his own state.
ment.

In concluding what Mr. Storey knows on this subject, I beg to remark, from
vhat I understand, and from my own observations respecting him, that le

appears a straightforvard, plain-spoken seaman, and a most unlikely sort of
person to circulate an untruth.

Having further ascertained that the wife and a brother of Captain Coward's
were now residing ut Shields, I then procecded there, and called on Mrs. Coward,
an intelligent young person, and on my asking if she had ever heard her husband
relate anything about meeting ships beset in the ice, she replied, " Yes; that
within the last two or three nonths he had mentioned, in the course of conver-
sation Nwith her, that he had passed two ships embedded in a very large iceberg,
near each otier, the one upriglit in the ice, the other with a slight inclination,
and with the general appearance of having been a considerable time there, though
not iuci damaged, and nota living soul un or near them." She further informed
me that her husband still commands the " Renovation," and sailed frorn Shields
last Thursday fortnight (the 1ith instant), for Venice, and that he had left his

Capt. E. Coward, address,, which I forward, as per rargin.
brigIRenovation, On my asking if any of the officers and crew of the " Renovation" who wereMarco Trevisanato g
Etq., merchant, ' with him at the tinie of seeing the ships in the ice were at present in Shields,
Venice. she replied, That the same crew were with him now, but that the mate, a Mr.

Robert Simpson, is now master of the " British Queen," and that he sailed from
Shields last Monday (the 22d instant), for Limerick, to take emigrants to Ainerica,

and
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ând whcre in a few days he will probably arrive. I beg, therefore, permission
to suggest that Mr. Simpson may possibly be the mate spoken of in Captain
Coward's account of the ships, and he probably miay be enabled to confirm, or
otherwise, the statenent of bis late captain, or, at all events, he must have heard
of the circumstance, or known what was entered in the ship's log-book on the,
occasion. Ris address I have ascertained, which I transmit, as per margin.

The brother of Captain Coward, now residing at Shields, I did not see, as he
was at Newcastle when I called.I He is a surgeori in respectable practice.

I have thus endeavoured to trace out connecting links, 'which may lead to other
chains of evidence respecting ships having been seen drifting on an iceberg off
the banks of Newfoundland in April last year, which i hope may prove
satisfactorv.

To the Secretary of the Admiralty,
Whitehall, London.

I have, &c.
(signed) Henry C. Hazvkins,

Inspecting-commander of Coast Guard.

Capt. R. Simpson,
a British queen,"
Mr. Crillyl Quay,
Limxerick.

No. o.
Sir, Admixalty, 29 March 1852.

I ii.Av received and laid before ny Lords Commissioners of the Admiralty
your letter of the 28th inst., reporting the result of the inquiries you have made
respecting two ships hiaving been seen in the spring of 1851 drifting vith an
iceberg off the banks of Newfoundland, by the brig "Renovation."

My Lords are well satisfied with the course you have so pronptly pursued in
this matter, and would wish you to follow it up by such further inquiry and
itivestigation as you may be of opinion would tend to throw further light on the
subject ; and if convenient, you are to communicate with Messrs. Young, the
owners of the "'Renovation," at Shields, and ascertain froin them whether Mr.
[Howard, the master, ever mentioned the circumstance to them.

Commander I. C. Hawkins, R.N.,
Coast Guard, Sunderland.

I an, &c.
(signed) W. A. B. Iîamilton,

No. 7.
(Confidential.)

Sir, Admiralty, 29IKarch 1852.
I Am comnianded by my Lords Commissioners of theAdmiralty to send you

herewith for your information copies of papers respecting two ships having
been seen in the spring of 1851 drifting with an iceberg off the coast of New-.
fbundland by the brig '' Renovation ;" and with reference to the statement in
Commander HIawkins' letter, that Mr. Robert Simpson, the mate of the I Reno-
vation,' has proceeded to Limnerick, in command of the "British Queen," to
embark emigrants for America, their Lordships require that the papers ma.y be
immediately forwarded to the inspecting commander of the coast guard of the
Limerick fistrict, and that yon will instract him to proceed on board the
" British Queen," and make the most minute inquiries respecting the ships in
question.

I am, &c.
(signed) W. A. B. Hanailton.

To the Comptroller-general of Coast Guard.

N ~ 2, .9,4, ' G

Sir, Admiralty, 29 March 1852.
I Ax conmanded by my Lords Commissioners of the Admiralty to $end you

Ierewith, for the information of the Earl of Malmesbury, copies of papers
respecting two ships having been seen in the spring of 1851, drifting wit an
iceberg off the banks of Newfoundland by the brig C Reovation ;" and with
reference to the statement of Commander Bawkins that the '" Renovatipn" sailed

A 3 for 'A4,,
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for Venice on the 11th instant, vith the same officers and crew as were on board
her at the time of seeing the ships on the ice, their Lordships require that
instructions may be sent to Her Majesty's consul-general at Venice to go on
board the " Renovation," and to make the most strict and searching inquiry into
all the circumstances of the case, examining Mr. Coward, the master, on oath,
and such other of the officers and crew as the consul-general may deemn
expedient.

H. U. Addington, Esq.,
Foreign Office.

I am, &c.
(signied) W. A. B. Hamilton.

No. 9.
Sir, Admiralty, 29 March 1852.

I A commanded by my Lords Commissioners of the Admiralty to send you
herewith, for your information, copies of papers respecting two ships iaving been
seen in the spriug of 1851, drifting with an iceberg off the coast of Newfound-
land, by the brig " Renovation;" and with reference to the statement in Com-
mander Hawkins' letter, that a Mr. Cleugh was present when the conversation
on the subject of these ships took place at Quebec between Mr. Howard, the
master of the " Renovation," and Mr. Storey, the master of the brig " Agnes,"
and that the said Mr. Cleugh is now either at Portland or Weymouth, having
gone there with a cargo of Canadian timber on Government account for the
breakwater, their Lordships desire that you will immediately endeavour to find
out Mr. Cleugh, and ascertain from him all the particulars you possibly can
respecting the conversation alluded to.

Commander Pasco, R. N.,
Coast Guard, Weymouth.

I am, &c.
(signed) W. A. B. Hanilton.

No. 10.

Sir, Weymouth, 3o March 1852.
I HivE the honour to acknowledge the receipt of your letter of the 29th inst.,

directing me to comimunicate with Mr. Cleugh relative to a conversation he had
with a Mr. Coward (not Howard), master of the brig " Renovation," about two
vessels having becn seen on an iceberg in the spring of 1851.

Mr. Cleugh states, that at Quebee he had several meetings with Mr. Coward,
master of the brig " Renovation," of Shields, who, -with a passenger (name
unknown), stated that they both saw the two vessels in position as stated in the
report, distant about one mile, fixed in the ice, with no appearance of any one
on board. Mr. Coward was then very ill, and called up from his bed to see
them. Mr. Cieugh feels convinced Mr. Coward is a person of strict iategrity,
and that he fully relies upon his having made a truthful statement.

He thinks a record of the circumstance is in the log-book of the "Reno-
vation." Mrs. Cleugh corroborates the whole statement.

It was generally spoken of at Quebec; and that when it was talked over, Mrs.
Cleugh said to Mr. Coward, "If you had only boarded thern and brought a
vestige of the vessels, you would have made your fortune if it proved to have
been part of the missing ships."

Mr. Cleugh commands the bark " Pearl," and will sail on Saturday for Quebec;
and promises to make inquiries at the Custom-house (Quebec) for verification of
the report.

Mr. Coward stated that the parents of the passenger were respectable people
in Limerick.

I enclose Mr. Cleugh's written report.
I have, &c.

(signed) Montague Pasco,
Inspecting Commander, Weymouth.

The Secretary of the Admiralty,
&c. &c. &c.

'3. ~r' 5,6.

10.
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Enclosure in No. 1o.

Weymouth, 30 March 1852.
BErNg requested by Captain Pasco to give an account of what I heard Mr. Coward state

at Quebec, concerning two vessels he passed in an iceberg, to the best of xmy recollection it
was as follows:

While running with studding sails set, about the edge of soundings, they passed a large
iceberg, in which were two vessels, the one a ship sitting upright, the other with a list; he
could not say whether a ship or barque, her nuzen-mast being gone. He also stated to me
that le mentioned it at the custom-house, upon arrivai at Quebec, and expressed bis regret
to nme at not being able to board them, being il at the time; but there were other vessels
in his track, but nlot ini sig«ht et the timie.

I left Shields April 8th, 1851, arrived at Quebceeay 18th, and left June l9th, 1861.
(signed) George Ceeu h,

Master Barque "Pearl"

No. 11.
(Confidential.)

Sir, Coast Guard Office, so March 1852.
I BEG to acknowledge the receipt of your letter of the 29th instant, imme-

diate and confidential, with copies of papers respecting two ships having been
seen in the spring of 1851, drifting with au iceberg off the coast of Newfound-
land, by the brig " Renovation," and to acquaint you that I have transmitted
them to Commander Palmer, the inspecting commander within the port of
Limerick, vith directions to rake the most minute inquiry, agreeably to your
request.

Captain Hamilton, R. N.

&c. &c. &c.
Secretary, Admiralty.

I am, &c.
(signed) E. Ommanney.

No. 12.

Electrie Telegraph, 31 March 1852.

To Captain Hawkins, Sunderland. From Admiralty.
PROCEED to Mr1. Young's, at Shields, and ascertain if the circumstance of the

ships and iceberg is noted in the " Renovation's" log of April last.

No. 13.
Sir, Sunderland, 31 March 1852.

RELATIVE to your telegraphic message of" this morniDg, directing me to pro-
ceed to Mr. Young, at Shields, and ascertain if the circumstances of the ships
and icebergs is noted in the log-book of the " Renovation" of April last;

I beg leave to inform .you, that I immediately proceeded thither, and had an
interview with Mr. Young on the subject, but find there is no log-book of the,
"Renovation" at Mr. Young's office of a later date than April 1850, and con-
sequently that the log-book of 1851 is still on board that vessel. I furiher beg
to remark, that on looking over the "I Renovation's" log-books of previous
years, kept by Mr. Robert Simpson, chief mate, it'is mentioned, the same
person whom I have stated, in my letter of the 28th instant, is at present master
of the ship " British Queen," and who (as he. sailed from Shields on , the 22d
instant fbr Limerick) is either now at that port, or on his passage there.

I beg therefore to subruit, that, as he probably continued to keep the log-book
of the " Renovatioi" until lhe left her, he is likely to know the, exact words
entei-ed on the occasion; and kmoreover,- as he is probabiy the mate mentioned
who had charge of the watch when iirst the iceberg and slips wére seen, rùmust
have had a longer and as correct a view of their state andcircumstances as
Mr. Coward, the master of the «I Renovation."

I further beg to state, that Mr. Young, the owner of the "Renovatioà,
informus me that Mr. Coward never mentioned to him. the circumstance of heing
met then; '1bt the brother of the master,(a surgeon at Shields), whom I have

.50. 4 seen1
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sceu to-day, states, that within the last two months his brother had mentioned to
him, " that he had met ships drifting with an iceberg, on his voyage to Quebec
last year," but did not enter into further details.

I have, &c.
(signed) Henry C. Hawkins,

Inspecting Commander of Coast Guard.
To the Secretary of the Admiralty, London.

No. 14.
(Confidential, 70.)

Sir, Coast Guard Office, 6 April 1852.
REFERRING to your letter of the 29th ultimo, and mine of the 30th, relative

to the brig "Renovation;"
I beg leave to transmit herewith copy of a letter this day received from Com.

mander Palmer, and to acquaint you that the further particulars shall be for.
warded when received.

Captain Hamilton, R.N., &C. &c.
Admiralty.

I have, &c.
(signed) A. Ellice.

Enclosure in No. 14.

(Confidential.)
Sir, Kilbec, County Clare, 4 April 1852.

IMMEDIATELY on the 'receipt of your letter, marked confidential, of the 30th March 1852,
findiny the "l British Queen" had not yet arrived in the Shannon, I proceeded to Limerick,
and called on Mr. Crilly, to wlom the " British Queen" is consigned. HIe informned me that
his nephew went out in the "Renovation" in April last year as passenger to Quebec, and
that he wrote to him from Quebec, word for word, the statement Captain Coward (not
Howard) made to Captain Storey of the brig "Agnes," relative to bis passin two ships on
the ice out of the wvater off the banks of Newfoundland on bis passage to Quebec. This
letter Mr. Crilly has written to a friend, to whom he afterwards sent the letter, to return it
him, and will then forward it to me. Directly the "British Queen" arrives, I will forward
the papers with Captain Simpson's statement.

The Comptroller-General Coast Guard,
Custom-House, London.

I am, &zc.
(signed) John Jervis Palmer,

Inspecting Commander.

. o. *

No. i.
(Confidential.)

Sir, Coast Guard OffBee, 7 April 1852.
ADvERTiNo to my letter of yesterday's date, confidential, 70, I beg to enclose

copy of a further report this day received from Commander Palmer, also a copy,
of the "statement of Mr. Simpson" therein alluded to. Any further information
that may be sent here on the subject shall be duly forwarded to you without
delay.

Captain Hamilton, &c. &c.,
Admiralty.

(I am, C.
'(signed) A . Ellice,

Enclosure in No. 15.
Kilbec, 5 April 1852.

TuE «gBritish Queen" having just entered the Shannon, I beg to send you the stateinent
of Mr. Simpson, master of ber, formerly mate of the " Renovation," made to Mr. Chown,
chief officer at Tarbert, and I hope to forward the letter (written by Mr. Lynch, a nephew
of Mr. Creilly, of Limerick, who was a passenger on board) in, a day or two.

I would most respectfully beg to suggest it would be desirable to procure the log of the
Renovation," which I have no doubt the owner, Mr. Emanuel Young, of North Shields, as

in possession of.
John jervic tlinmem,

Inspecting Comtuander.

*~~' ~
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Sub-Enclosure in No. 15.
6.30 P. x., 4 April 1852.

AnouT tle 2Otl April 1851, Mr. Simpson, then mate of the "Reiovation," saw two

full-riged ships (about 6 A. Di.), one larger than the other, on an iceberg about 10 or 12 feet

high, about five miles long ; the largest vessel was on her beam ends, head to the westward,
the smaller one head south, and upright, with topmast an end, and no topgallant mast. 'The
" Renovation " was then about 30 miles west of Cape Race, and the iceberg about five miles
north-west.

The maser was ve sick at the time, and the mate could not take it upon himself to bear

up for the iceberg. I Mr. Joseph Lynch also saw the vessels, besides al the mates. The

" Renovation " at that time was under double-reefed fore and main topsails and fore course,
blowing very strong; the norning was very clear; and the mate cannot recollect any further,

particulars, and, cannot tell whether the log is on board the "Renovation," or whether the

owners have it. " The owner is Emanuel Young, a large shipowner in North Shields, Nor-
thumberland-square.

P. S.-Mr. Joseph Lynch, nephew to Mr. Crilley, at Limerick, a ship-chandler.
I send this from the "British Queen" to save time, not being able to get any more

particulars.
I am, &Ic.

(signed) P. Chown,
Coast Guard, Tarbert.

No. 15 a.

Sir, Admiralty, 10 April 1852.

I A« commanded by my Lords Commissioners of the Adniralty to acquaint

you, that, understanding you are about to proceed to Ireland on an official tour

of inspection, and being cognizant as you are with the circumstances, so far as

they have been related to their Lordships, respecting the report of two ships
having been seen on the ice in April last, off the south-east end of the island of

Newfoundland, by the " Renovation" brig, my Lords vou1d be glad if the

service you are employed on would admit of your proceeding in the first instance

to Limerick, where it is probable you will find Mr. Simpson, who was mate of

the "Renovation," at present in command of the "British Queen," and that

you would put such questions to Mr. Simpson, in order to elicit further facts

relating to this story as your own judgment and acquaintance with such matters

would suggest.
I am, &c.

(signed) W. A. B. Hamilton.

Captain E. Omnanney, R. N.,
Charing Cross.

No. 16.

Sir, Coast Guard Office, 10 April 1852.

HEREWIFrH I have the honour to transmit, for the information of the Lords

Commissioners of the Admiralty, the accompanying letter and its enclosure from

the inspecting commander of the coast guard, Kilrush district, this morning
received.

I have, &c.
(signed) E. Ommanney,

Deputy Conptroller-General.
The Secretary of the Admiralty,

&c. &c. &c.

Enclosure in No. 16.

Sir, Kilbec, County Clare, 7 April 1852.
I BEG to forward a truc copy of an extract written by a passenger on board the , Reno-

vation," on her passage to Quebec last year, and which was published in the Linerick
Chronicle " of the 28th May 1851.

The editor having only one paper remaining, is unwilling to part with it.
Mr. Greilly hopes to have the original letter in a few days.

I am, &c.
(signed) John Jervis Palmer,

The Comptroller-General Coast Guard, Inspecting Commander.
Custom-house, London.

Sub.Enclosure501.
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Sub-Enclosure in No. 16.

"Limerick Chronicle," 28 May 1851.

EXTRACT from a Letter of a Passenger who sailed from this Port for Quebec, in the
" Renovation," on the 6th April last, to a, Friend in Limerick.

Quebcc, 9 May 1851.
WE arrived here on yesterday, after a passage which for the first 13 days promised to be

one of the speediest almost on record, having been two miles to the West of the Bird
Island, in thie Gulf, at the time we met the ice, and having been for 16 days coasting aloner
it, with a fair wind ever since. it has been very hcavv, and a number of ships have s -
fcred severely. Indeed, to attempt to give any description of the ice would be useess;
we have sailed for 60 niles of a stretch seeking an opening without being able to effeet,
which was most vexatious, as had we not met with it we should have the passage in 15J
days. The icebergs we met with were frightful in size, as the basis of some of them
would cover three thes over the area of Limerick; and I do not at all exaggerate when I
say that the steeple of the cathedral would have appeared but a small pinmacle, and a
dark one, compared to the lofty and gorgeously-tinted spires that were on some of thema;
and more to be recretted is that we met, or rather saw at a distance, one with two ships
on it, which I am aiost sure belonged to Franklin's exploring squadron, as from the latitude
and longitude we met them in they were drifting from the direction of Davis's Straits.
Was there but a single one, it might have been a deserted wbaler, but two so near each
other, they must have been consorts; they were to windward of us, and a heavy sea running
at the time, with thick weather coming on, we could not board them.

No. 17.

Sir Coast Guard Office, 12 April 1852.
WITa reference to, my letter of the 7th instant, I have now the honour to

transmit, for the information of the Lords Commissioners of the Admiralty, copy
of the further report of the inspecting commander, Kilrush, forwarding the
statement made to him by Mr. Simpson, of the "British Queen," respecting
the two ships seen in the spring of 1851, with an iceberg, off the coast of New-
foundland, &c.

I transmit a sketch of the position of the vessels as furnished by Mr. Simp-
son, and also the copy of the " Limerick Chronicle," alluded to.

The Secretary of the Admiralty,
&c. &c. &c.

I have, &c.
(signed) A. Ellice,

Comptroller-General.

Enclosure 1, in No. 17.

Limerick, 9 April 1852.
THE instant I received your letter this morning, I proceeded to Limerick, and went on

board the I British Queen," where I found Mr. Snipson, late mate of the el Renovation."
1He states as follows:

" On the 20th of April 1851, at 6 . I saw two full-rigged ships (one about 500 tons,
the other 350) on an iceberg, high and dry; the larger one on lier beam ends, head to the west-

ward; three ships lower masts only standing, with bowsprit; masts painted white; apparently
not housed over; the smaller one was about 350 tons, head to the southward, with lower and

topsail yards across, sails unbent, topmast an end, yards very square and black, not housed
over, nearly upright, both vessels apparently abandoned."

The " enovation," was then about 30 miles to the eastward of Cape Race, and the iceberg
about five miles north-west. The master was sick in bed, and when Mr. Simpson called hun,
and stated that two vessels werc in sight, on an iceberg, ie was too unwell to take any
notice, and answered "Very well." Mr. Simpson therefore did not like to, take the responsi-
bility of bearing up to examine the vessels. The log. on board the " Renovation " was kept
by the mate (Mr. Simpson), and these circumstances were entered by him on the log. lie
thinks it is still in possession of Mr. Emanuel Young (the owner), at North Shields.

ein I beg to enclose a sketch made by Mr. Simpson of the position of the two vessels,, both
of which appeared to be painted black.

o.' I have also examined Thomas Davis, now a seaman on board the "British Queen," and;
who was at the wheel on board the " IRenovation" when the vessels were observed, who
entirely corroborates, word for word, the statement made by Mr. Simpson; but withregard
to the other questions in your letter, both are unable to answer them.

I close this in great haste, to save this evening's post, with a "Limerick Chronicle," with
an extract of Mr. Lynch's letter to Mr. Creilly in it. The original letter, I fear, is lost.

John Jervis Palner,
Inspecting Commander.

V1
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ON AN ICEBERG IN THE NORTH ATLKNTIC IN 1851.

No 18.

Sir, Limerick, 16 April 1852.
I BEG to acquaint you, for the information of the Right Honourable the Lords

Commissioners of the Admiralty, that, agreeably with their:desire, contained in
your letter of the ioth instant, I was enabled to proceed direct to Limerick,
where I have found Mr. Simpson, late mate of the " Renovation," and Thomas
Davis, seaman of the same'vessel. Having made every inquiry into the circum-
stance referred to, the result is herewith submitted to their Lordships.

The statement made to, me by Mr. Simpson, in the presence of Commander
J. J. Palmer, R.N., Commander Wm. Ellis (a), R.N., and the inspector of police,
Captain William Caldwell, is herewith transmitted. That two vessels were seen
in the position described there seems to be no shadow of doubt, though it is
to be regretted, that, owing to the distance which the " Renovation" passed from
the piece of ice with the ships laying on it, no fact can be elicited by which the
vessels can be identified, though I have put every question which my experience
dictates.

The evidence of Thomas Davis, seaman, who was at the helm when the ships
were first seen, and all the time when they were in sight, confirms the fact of
such vessels being seen in the position. referred to, as whilst at the wheel he
could distinguish them with bis naked eye; the rest of his information confirms
what has been stated by Mr. Simpson.

Thç fact of having passed these vessels without examining thein must appear
strange to many. It has been my earnest desire to obtain some satisfactory rea-
son for this apparent act of supineness, and to extract the feeling which existed in
the minds of those on board the "l Renovation" at beholding such an extraordi-
nary sight. The duration of the fime whilst the vessels were visible appears to be
no more than three quarters of an hour; the " Renovation" at the time was
making about a W. by N. (true) course, running six or seven knots an hour
through the water. Mr. Simpson appears an unassuming person, and, entertain-
ing a very proper deference to the authority of his superior, would not presume
to alter the course without the master's sanction, who lay il in bed at the time,
and did not come on deck when the circumstance was reported. He made
known the fact to him, and lie fully expected to receive orders to bear up, and
ascertain what they were, but receiving no instructions, continued on his course.
The impression which struck him when looking at the ships was that they were
wrecks, but felt an inward desire to overhaul them, which he imentioned to Mr.
Lynch, the only passenger on board, who, when the vessels were nearly out of
sight astern, expressed an opinion to Mr. Sirnpson that they were Franklin's ships.
He saw Mr. Lynch go down to Mr. Coward, but lie does not know the result
of the interview on that occasion.

Thomas Davis states that there was no curiosity or interest evinced amongst
the crew after seeing the vessels; but there were a great many icebergs seen, and
they felt more anxiety for the safety of their own ship. It was his first trip to
Quebec, and he had never scea icebergs before. It is his opinion that no one in the
ship knew of any reward for the discovery of the missing expedition, and that he
never knew anything of Franklin's expedition until last January, when at Ply-
mouth.

The, circumstance of a ship's crew being ignorant of the reward held out by
Governnent for the discovery of Franklin's expedition may at f6ist sight appear
incredible ; in consequence, I have made the most searching inquiry in this town
if the reward ever obtained publicity, but even the principal inerchants, the chief
of police, the postmaster, the editor of the "LimerickChronicle," the Chamber;
of Commerce, and, tradespeople immediately connected with the mercantile
comnunity, brokersand masters ofthe Quebec traders, they never heard of suéh
reward being offered untilthe present moment.

I have hadl lengtliened, conversations with Mr. Lynch's uncle, Mr.,Crielly,
ship-charidler, and si siter; they can both ce-tify to the accuracy ,of the
extractfromtheir relativesetter, which was published in the Limerick.Chro.
nicle,anÅ which .wa urpoely inseiied for infornation, by the advice f a
friend;ofMlr. Crielly'shto whomn fe showed ther letter..

Mr. Lyneh is aperson of intellince nd good education. I i yothe
passed thre yers a se and ince has beeùn aenggd n binsiss and agricul-
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12 COMMUINICATIONS IN REFERENCE TO VESSELS OBSERVED

tural pursuits. Whilst enployed under the Board of Public Works, as a pay
clerk, he received a reward for his gallant conduct in defending himself against
a party who attacked hiim for the purpose of robbing hlim of about 1,200l. of
Government rmoncy under bis charge, *which he wats instrumental in saving.
This gentleman appears to have manifested more curiosity and interest respect-
ing the two ships than any otiir person on board the " Renovation," for during
the remainder of the voyage he had frequent discussions -with Mr. Coward on
the subject, which vexed hirn. feeling that he ought to have searched the vessels.

On arriving at Quehec lie remained two or three days on board the " Renova.
tion," during which time lie asked Mr. Simpsoni to accompany hin and return
to the search of the two ships.

I submit that this gentleman niay be communicated with, as his information
will probably he very ulseful in stating all which transpired. He is now residing
at Prescott, in Upper Canada ; his nane his John Supple Lynch.

It is a matter of some importance to kiov that the position of the " Renova-
tion " as first reported appears incorrect, and that she was considerably to the
niorthvard of her reckoning (about 80 miles), wvhich will bring the ice on which
the ships lav nearly on the 47th parallel ; this fact is clear from the circumstance
that the " Renovation " was nearly run on shore owing to this error, about 10
P.M. of the sane day when tle ships were passed. Mr. Simpson was called up
suddenly by the second mate reporting a light; on reaching the deck, a lighthouse
(whicl mut have been St. John's) was only three or four miles distant; they
immediately hauled to the wind, and put about ou the starboard tack. The
following day they were set right by a French brig as to their position; they
bore up, the wind having changed to the N. E.; after running along the coast,
they rounded Cape Race at 2 . Mr. Sinpson states that the course steered
from the ships was about W. by N. (true), and running at the rate of six or
seven knots for 14 hours; with this date the position of the ships when seen
is assumued to be E. by S., off St. John's, about 90 miles. Soundings had been
tried for on the previous (ay with 60 fathoms of line. A tracing of the assumed
position of the slips is herevvith transmitted.

In the absence of the log, Mr. Simpson is unable to furnish any dates. A
considerable number of icebergs were passed the day previous to seeing the
ships, and there were many in sight at the timne. I have also ascertained that
the " Jessy," of Linerick, passed through a chain of bergs on the 16th April
1851, about the sane merilian as the I" Renovation," but further to the south-
ward.

I have endeavourcd to ascertain from Mr. Daniel Gorman, the Most ex-
perienced seaman in this port, wlio lias been employed in the American trade
since 1809, and ernployed under the same owners here in command of vessels
since 1829, suclh information as may bear on the point, to show the drift of the
current and icebergs near the bank of Newfoundland. I beg to enclose it.

On reaching the Gulf of St. Lawrence, the "Il Renovation " was detained by
the ice for several days, with the other ships bound to Quebec at that time,
which is mentioned in Mr. Lynch's letter. The second mate and several of the
crew ran fromi the vessel at Quebec.

Although Mr. Simpson is satisfied that each vessel had three masts, but,
owing to the distance, he cannot affirm whether they vere ships or barques ;
from the sanie circumstance, he can give no satisfactory answer to the other
details respecting their fittings, except he is very clear that the vessel with her
yards up had no sails bent, and respecting the boats, there were none suspended
to davits, or to be seen outside the ships.

Whatever ships they may have been, whether Franklin's or not, the fate of
the crews nust be a subject of public sympathy, and many surmises will. result.
My firm conviction is that those vessels drifted a considerable distance on that
piece of ice: froi the description given, I cannot denominate it a berg, the
Most elevatcd part being no more than 30 or 40 feet high, whilst it was five
miles long, which appears very like a portion of a heavy oe with a hurnmock
upon it. From the fact of beinug found drifting with the current which sets along
the coast of Labrador from Davis' Straits, I infer they came from a high northern
latitude; the rernoval of the spars and absence of the boats, indicate that the
abandoumîent of the ships had been a work of tine and deliberation; the fact of
the ships ,being close together has the appearance of being consorts.

If the halls were in a floating condition wlen released from the ice, there is
yet

y 0
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ON AN ICEBERG [IN TIHE NORTH ATLANTIC IN 1851. 13

yet a chance they nay be fallen in with somae day, as tirmber ships 'bave drifted
to the Qoast of Portugal and the Bay of Biscay.

I have spared no pains, to obtain every particle of information on this im-
portant circumstance, and it is to be deplored that ,no measures were taken to
examine the vessels; it appears to. Lave been a-subject of deep regret on the
minds of Mr. Coward and Mr. Simpson ever since; and Mr. Lynch was
strongly impressed with the idea that they were Sir JohaI Franklin's ships.

In this investigation I have received the co-operation of Commander
J. J. Palier, Commander Wxm. Ellis (a), and Captain William Caldwell,
Inspector of Police for the county of Limerick, who have rendered me every
assistance in their power.

M\r. Simpson has shown every desire to give all the information which lie is
now enabled to do, and I have every confidence in bis candour and integrity.

I have, &c.
(signed) Erasmus Onmanney,

To the Secretary of the Admiralty, Captain R.N.

&c. &c. &c.

Enclosure 1, in No. 18.

REPLIES made by Mr. Robert Simpson, Master of the "British Queen," late Mate of the
cc Reno'vation," in answer to Questions put to him by Captain E. Ommanney, n.s., in the
presence of Commander J. J. Palmer, R. N., Commander William Ellis (a), R. N., and
Captain William Caldwell, Inspector of Police.

low long have you been at sea ?
Thirteen years.

la've yot ever seen any ice before the last voyage ?
Yes; in the Black Sea I was frozen in, but never before off Newfoundland. It was

ny first voyage to America, and it was Mr. Coward's (the master) also.

At what distance did the " Renovation" pass from the ice on which the vessels lay ?
Five or six miles.

Iow were the ships painted?
They appeared to be all black.

lad the upper ship any of her topgallant rigging aloft?
It was not up, and all the running gear appeared to be unrove; there was nothing

but the standing rigging to be sean.

low was the lower rigging set up?
Did not take notice.

Did ye1 renark anything peculiar about the fitting of the bobstays?
No.

Could you distinguish any gaffs or other spars in their places, except the maste and yards?
No; the ships were too far froma us.

Were thé sails bent?
No; they were all unbent. It was remarked at the time by Mr. Lynch and iyself.

Could yon discover any one moving on board the vessels?
No. The large one looked like a wreck; the smaller one, on the highest part of the

ice, was upright, and looked in good condition.

114d any person been on either ship, would they have seen you?
Yes, no doubt they would.

Were the ships loused over?
The large one, which lay on her beam ends, with her deck exposed to our view,

was not; I arn not certain about the other.

What boats could you perceive?
There were no boats visible.

Could you make out any boats' davits?

Could you distinguish the ship's rudder, and whether tbey were suspended across the

No; they were too distant.

501. D3 Rad



14 COMMUNICATIONS IN REFERENCE TO' VESSELS OBSERVED

Had they any topgallant forecastle?
No; the ship on lier beam ends was flush, her decks were clear.

Could you see whether the ships were coppered?
I could not sec any of the bottom of the ship on her beam ends, owing to ber

position, and was apparently iuch embedded in the ice; could see a large portion
of the other ship's bottom, which, I think, was not coppered.

Could you perceive whether the ships had any anchors in the bows or elsewhere?
None to bo seen.

Can you state how the masts were painted?
I think the largest ship's were white.

Did any one go aloft to obtain a better view of the ships?
No one went aloft; it was not requisite; we could see them plainly.

Could you see any figure-head or cut-water?
I think there was no cut-water.

Could you distinguish the difference of the dimensions botween the two ships?
The lower one appeared to be larger than the upper one; but this might arise

from the different position in which they lay, the upper one having lier bows towards
us, and the other with the whole of lier deck exposed te our view. They were large
ships.

Were the hatchways open?
Could not sec; it was too distant.

What do you consider large ships?
Ships about 400 or 500 tons.

Froin all your experience as a seaman, when looking at these ships, was there anything
unusual in their general appearance?

They were too far off to notice particulars: our spy-glass was old, and a very
indifferent one.

Could you perceive any aperture in the run for workinz a screw-propeller?
No: could not sec the after-part of the upper ship; and the lower one being on

her beam ends, and embedded in the ice, could not obtain any view of her.

Had you any piece of orduance or signal-gun on board?
We had one, a 2 or 3-pounder.

Did you fire it, or make any signal to attract attention?
No; I doubt whether we had any powder on board.

Wa the circumstance of seeing these two ships entered in the log~
It is entered in the log-book of the "Renovation."

How far do you suppose the ships were apart?
20 or 30 yards, apparently; they were very close.

What distance from the water's edge?
The ship on her bcam ends, only a few yards; lier masts nearly over the water.

What was the height of the ice?
The highest part about 30 feet.

Give a description of the surface and area of the ice on which the ships lay.
I think the ice on which the ships lay was five miles long.

Can you give the position of the " Renovation" when passing the ships?
We must bave been out of our reckoning, much further to the northward and

westward. I suppose we were to the southward of Cape Race.

How far were you from the nearest land?
When we sighted St. John's light, at 10 P.m., we must have made about a W. by

N. course for 14 hours, from the ship's running 6 or 7 knots per hour.

Were you in soundings when the ships were passed ?
Yes; we had tried on two occasions the previous day, with 60 fathoms of line,

but no bottom. We were 80 miles to the northward and vestward of our reckoning.
We had no chronometer.

After you lost sight of the vessels, did any conversation arise between yourselves as to
what they were?

Mr. Lynch spoke a great deal about the ships, and said it was a great pity we
ran past them; and lie told the pilot of them when lie came on board off Cape
Garp. On arrival at Quebec, Mr. Lynch wîshed to set off again in search of them.
He spoke a great deal on the subject to the master, who was frequently niuclh vexed
with hin for it, also because le had not examined themu.

Werc
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Were you aware of a reward being offered by the Government for the discovery of Sir
John Franklin's expedition?

No; I think it was not known to any one'on board.

Was any one in the ship aware of such reward?
Perhaps the master miglit; but I doubt whether the men were aware of suchl reward,

or that they knew of any such expedition as Franklin's.

Are you aware whether the master reported the circumstance on his arrival at Quebec?
He told me he did.

Were any more brcgs in sight?
We could see tein in all directions; we passed a great many icebergs on the previous

day.

What time was it when Mr. Lynch first expressed bis opinion that they might be Frank-
lin's slips ?

Whn the ships were nearly out of siglit astern.

Did you or Mr. Lynch go down to the master after such opinion was expressed?
Mr. Lynch went down to Mr. Coward, but I do not know what transpired between

them.

Were you and Mr. Lynch on friendly terms?
Quite so; like brothers.

May I ask whether there was a perfect understanding between you and the master in the
management of the ship on all occasions?

We had perfect confidence in eaci other; we had been together four years in the
"Renovation." His orders were very strict, never to alter the ship's course without
his permission.

Why did you not remonstrate with Mr. Coward, with a, view to obtain his sanction to
close the vessels ?

At the time we regarded themn as wrecks; when I called him I thought he would
have given orders to go down and look at them; but I do not know what he said to
Mr. Lynch. Mr. Coward never came on deck to look at the vessels. At the time I
said te Mr. Lynch, I would like to go aboard, and runmage the cabins.

WThen you state that there were no bouts, was it because you were eatisfied there were
none?

Cannot state whether there were any on board at the time; the distance was too
great for me to determine these particulars, but saw noue hoisted up to davits.

Could you distinguish whether the ships had any iron plates about the bows?
No; too far off.

Will you tell me your decided opinion, that if these vessels bad been al "atanto," what
rig they could be ?

Did net take that particular notice; it was too far to say decidedly whether they
may have been ships or barques; I merely took a bird's-eyc view of them; the one
with her yards aloft might be either a ship or barque.

Would you have incurred any risk to the safety of your ship had you run down to close
the ice?

HIad I been master of the ship I would have gone down and hove-to, and endea-
voured to have gone on board the ships.

(signed) Robert Sinpson,
Late-IMate of the " Renovatiori."

Limerick, 16 April 1852.

Witness the aforegoing answers have been read and acknowledged by Mr. Robert Simp-
son, in our presence, to be correct.

Erasmus Ommanney, Captain, R.N:
WillianEllù, Commander, u1.9.
John Jervis Palmer, Commande-, nx.
W. Caldwell, County Inspector Constab-

lary, Limerick.

Enclosure501.
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Enclusure 3, in No. i s.

REMARKS on tie Pasage to Qiebec, furnished by Mr. Daniel Gormanj, Master of the
e Jessy," of Limerick.

"IN the spring of the ycar we generally look out for icebergs in longitude 42° W. to 450 W.
and in latitude 42 N. to 45- N. 'Ón reaching that position we mvariably experience a current
setting to the S. S.E., at the rate of two miles and a half an hour, along the eastern edge of
the bank. When on the Great Bank the current is imperceptible, but is generally influ-
enced by the wind, Between Cape Race and the Great Bank, near the Virgin Rocks, the
current sets to the S, W., about two miles an hour in the spring, decreasing in vclocity in
the fall of the year.

" We generally cross the bank on the parallel of 44 J O N. te avoid the many icebergs. In
the Gulf of St. Lawrence, in the spring, we are liable to meet with packed ice, with small
bergs amongst it, which have been drifted through the straits of Belle Isle.

"Sailed froi Limerick in the 'Jessy' on the Ist April; werc beset in the Gulf of
St. Lawrence for 11 days; passed through a chain of bergs near the bank, in latitude 45 , on
16 April 1851; arrived at Quebec on the 8th May; the 'Renovation' arrived a day or
two after; know Mr. Coward, who was then in good health."

Mr. Gorian nover heard of the reward offered for the discovery of Franklin's expedition,
not cvcn at Quebec, though intimatcly acquainted with the mercantile coinunity.

E. Onimanney.

No. 19.
Sir, Admiralty, 12 April 1852.

I r commiranded by my lords Commissioners of the Admiralty to acquaint
you, that my Lords would be glad if evidence could be obtained amongst the
officers at Woolwich sufficient to prove whether one of Sir Johi Franklin's ships
("Erebus" or " Terror") was ship-rigged on last quitting England.

I am, &c.
The Senior Officer (signed) ÎF. A. B. Hamilton.

of Her Majesty's Ships and Vessels
at Woolwich.

No. 20.
"Assistance," at Woolwich,

Sir, 13 April 1852.
IN obedience to the directions contained in your letter of the 12th instant,

I have made inquiry as to the rig of Her Majesty's discovery ships "Erebus"
and " Terror" on their last quitting England, and Captain Kellett informns nie
that he vas on board them at Greenhithe, and that he also saw then pass Sheer-
ness, and that they were then both barque-rigged.

I have, &c.
The Secretary of the Admiralty, (signed) Edward Belicher,

London. Captain and Senior Officer in the Thames.

No. 21.
Sir, Admiralty, 12 April 1852.

I AM comnimanded by my Lords Commissioners of the Admiralty to request,
that you will report to me, for their Lordships' information, whether any
whalers from Peterhead were lost in the years i 850 or 1851, and if so, that
you will state the name and description of vessel, how rigged, and under what
circumstances wrecked, also the known extent of such wreck, whether complete,
or merely abandoned by the crew.

I am, &c.
The Collector of (signed) W. A. B. Hanilton.

Her Majesty's Customs at Peterhead.

Simnilar
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Similar letters addressed to-
The Collector of Customs at Aberdeen.
The Collector of Customs at Dundee.
The Collector of Customs at Kiraldy.
Theý Collector of Customs at Whitby.
The Collector'of Customns at Hull, anld
The Collector of Customis at Lelith.

1 1

INo. 22.

Sir, Custom-house, Peterhead, 14 April 1852.

IN obedience to the request communicated in your letter of 'the 12th instanit,
I beg to report 'that no whalers froxu Peterhead were lost in the years 1'850 or
1851.

Captain W. A. B. Hamilton, R.N., &c. &c.
Admiralty.

I am, &c.
(signed) P. Hayton,

Collector.

No. 23.

Sir, Custom-house, Aberdeen, 14 April 1852.
WIT reference to your letter of the i2th instant, I beg to acquaint you that

no whalers from this port have been lost in the years 1850 or 1851.

Captain W. A. B. Hamilton, R.N.,
Admiralty.

I am, &c.
(signed) Wm. Lawyers,

Collector.

No. 24.

Sir, Custom-house, Dundee, 14 April 1852.
IN reply to your letter of the 12th instant, I have to report, for the informa-

tion of the Lords Commissioners of the Admiralty, that no whalers from this
port were lost in the years 1850 or 1851.

Captain W. A. B. Hamilton, R.N., &C. &c.
Admiralty.

I have,
(signed)

&c.
James Tree'nen.

No. 25.

Sir, Custom-house, Kirkaldy, 14 April 1852.
INv compliance with your request of the 12th instant, I beg to report that no

whalers from Kirkaidy were lost in the years 1850 and 1851.

Captain W. A. B. Hamilton, R.N., &c. &c.
Admiralty.

I am, &c.
(signed) R. Willingate,

Collector

No. 26.
Sir, Customs, Whitby, 13 Ap.il 1852.

IN obedience to your letter of the 12th instant, I beg leave to report that no
whalers from Whitby were lostin the years 1850 or 1851.

I amn, &c.
Captain W. A. B. Hamilton, n.w., (signed) Pat. Black,

Admiralty, London. Collector of Customs.

No. 27.501.
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No, 27.

Sir, Custom-house, 1H1 13 April 18.52.
IN attention to the request of the Lords Commissioners of the Adniralty,

conveyed in your letter of yesterday's date, I beg to report, for their Lordships'
information, that no whalers fron Hull wcre lostin the years 1850 and 1851 ; this
I have ascertained to be the case from the best sources of information on the
subject here.

Captain W. A. B. Hamilton, n.s.,
Secretary, Adrniralty.

I an, &c.
(signed) Al. C. Cotion,

Collector.

No. 28.

Sir, Custom-house, Leith, 13 April 1851.
IN reply to your letter of yesterday's date, requesting to be informed, for the

information of the Lords Commissioners of the Admiralty, whether any whalers
fron Leith were lost in the years 1850 or 1851;

I beg to acquaint you that there lias not been any whalers from this port
during the last twenty-three years, consequently none lost in the years 1850
or 1851.

I am, &c.
(signed) C. lenderson,

The Secretary of the Admiralty. pro Collector.

No. 29.

Sir, Custom-house, Arbroath, 19 April 1852.
WITH reference to your letter of the 14th instant, I beg to state, for the in-

formation of the Lords Commissioners of the Admiralty, that there were no
whalers from this port lost in the years 1850 or 1851.

The Secretary of the Admiralty.

I have, &c.
(signed) Tlwmnas Jones,

Collector.

No. 30.
Sir, Admiralty, 17 April 1852.

I Am commanded by my Lords Conmissioners of the Adniralty to desire you
to call upon the officers of the yard under your superintendence to report
how Sir John Franklin's ships, the " Erebus" and " Terror," vere painted when
they sailed.

Commodore Superintendent Eden,
Woolwich.

I an, &c.
(signed) J. H. Ilay,

pro Secretary.

No. 31.

Sir, Woolwich Yard, 17 April 1852.
WITII reference to their Lordships'letter of this day's date, we beg to acquaint

you, that Sir John Franklin's ships, the " Erebus " and " Terror," were painted
'when they sailed, black on the outside, and weather works inside yellow.

The Commodore Superintendent.

We are, &e.
(signe i) O. Lang,

Master Shipwright.

Submitted for the information of their Lordships.

The Secretary of the Adniralty.
(signed) John Al,,Donald,

for Commodore Superintendent.



ON AN ICEBERG IN THE NORTH ATLANTIC IN 1851.

No. 32.
Sir, Admiralty, 19 April 1852.

Virii reference to the report of two ships abandoned having been seen on the
ice off Newfoundland in April 1851, and to the loss of the " Prince of Wales,"
of Hull, in 1849; I am commanded by my Lords Commissioners of the Admi-
ralty to acquaint you, that my Lords would be glad to be informed of the
particulars of the loss pf that ship; the circumstances under which she was
abandoned, and whether any other vessel was wrecked or abandoned in the
neighbourhood of her, and any other circumstances you May be able to state
likely to aid the identification of such vessel if fallen in with at a future time.

To the Collector of Customs at -Iull.
I am, &c.

(signed) I. A. B. Hamiton.

Similar letter relative to tie loss of the " Lady Jane" of Newcastle.
The Collector of Customs, Newcastle-on-Tyne.

Similar letter relative to the loss of the " Superior" of Peterhead.
The Collector of Customs, Peterhead.

No. 33.

Sir, Custom-house, Hull, 22 April 1852.
IN reply to your letter of the 19th instant, only received the 21st, in reference

to the report of two ships, abandoned, having been seen on the ice off Newfound-
land in April 1851, and to the loss of the " Prince of Wales," of Hull, in 1849,
requesting to be informed of the particulars of the loss of that ship, the circum-
stances under which she was abandoned, and -whether any other vessel vas
vrecked or abandoned in the neighbourhood of her, and any other circumstances

I may be able to state likely to aid the identification of such vessel, if fallen in
with at a future time; I beg to say, having seen the late owners and master of
the " Prince of Wales," I have obtained a copy of the vessel's log for the three
days preceding lier abandonment, whicli I transmit enclosed ; also a note of the
master's answers to other points connected with your inquiry, being the only
tangible information I cau obtain on the subject, and which 1 hope my Lords
Commissioners of the Admiralty may deem satisfactory.

Captain, Hamilton, R.N., &c. &c.
Adrmiralty.

I am, &c.
(signed) M. C, Cotton.

Enclosure 1, in No, 33.
EXTRACT from the Log of the " Prince of Wales."

1849,: Tuesday, 10 July. Wind N.N.E.

Fore part,-moderate breezes, with thick weather; ship made fast to a fioe. Middle part,-
xnoderate breezes, with clear weather. At 3 P.ir., called all hands, and cast the 8hip loose,
and tracked her between two floes to the eastward. 6 r.x., made the ship fast, set the watch.
Latter part,--strong breezes, with thick weather. At 11 r.ix., the ship received a heavy nip
between the floes.

Wednesday, 11 July. Wind N.E.
Fore part,-light breezes, with thick weather; ship beset amongst floes, at times tracking

to the northward, at other times the ice very tight. Middle part,-fresh breezes, with hazy
weather; ship made fast to a large floe. Latter part,-fresh breezes from the W.S.W.; the
ice begun to ruan.

Thursday, 12 July. W.S.W.
Fore part,-strong breezes, with hazy weather; ship close beset. At 4 A.M., the ipe

took the ship, and began to nip up. At 6 A.M., the ice gave heavy press, µnd remained so.
At 8 A m., it went through the ship with the masts. Masts carried away; the Thumb bearing
S. by E., distance 45 miles. The men on the ice, with the boats.

The " Prince of Wales," burthen 351t tons, buit at Rotherhithe, in the county of Surrey,
in the year 193; two decks, three maste, square rigged, square stern; po galleries, no
figure-head._

501. c 2Ene1osure
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Enclosure 2, in No. 33.
Captain Lee, master of the "Prince of Wales," informs me, that before leaving the spot

-where the " Prince of Wales" wY-as lost, that vessel was completely doubled up, and the masts
and every spar carried away, the only part of her left visible being a portion of the bowsprit,two or three feet in length; all the rest was completely buried in the packed ice. Fie informs
nie a vessel was lost about a month previously, called the " Caledonia." Her wreck, Ihow-
ever, occurred much further north; but he assures me no vessel would ever be abandoned so
long as lier maste stood in those parts; the loss of the masta necessarily follows the crush of
the vessel.

Hul, 22 April 1852.

No. 34.

Sir, Customn-house, Newcastle, 22 April 1852.
IN reply to your letter of the 19th instant, referring to the report of two ships,

abandoned, having been seen on the ice off Newfoundland, in April 1851, and
desiring to be informed of the particulars of the loss of the " Lady Jane," of this
port, in 1849, the circumstances under which she was abandoned, whether any
other vessel was wrecked or abandoned in the neighbourhood of her, and any other
circumstances I might be enabled to state, likely to aid the identification of such
vessel, if fallen in with at a future time;

I have the honour to transmit a statement furnished by the owners of the
Lady Jane," accompanied by copy of the protest of the master, made on his

return home, which show that the " Lady Jane" was crushed, and disappeared
under the ice, and that the " Superior," of Peterhead, one of the other ships in
company, was also totally lost.

Since the loss of the " Lady Jane," the fishery from this port has been wiolly
discontinued. The trade from hence had been confined for many years to three
ships belonging toNewcastle, viz., the I Lady Jane," the " Grenville Bay," and
the I Lord Gatmbier." The two latter, as I am assured, are still in existence.

Captain Hanilton, R.N., &c. &c.,
Admiralty.

I have, &c.
(signed) W. J. Williamns, Collector.

Enclosure in No. 34.
Dear Sir, Newcastle, 21 April 1852.

LN reply to your inquiry for information respecting the loss of our whaler the " Lady
. Jane," we beg to enclose you an extract from the master's protest, made on his arrival homee in the early part of October 1849.

The "Lady Jane " was totally lost, as was the " Superior," wrecked at the same time ;
but the American vessel named i the protest was, though seriously injured, enabled to
prosecute the fishery.

It was reported that parts of the wrecks of the "Superior" and "Lady Jane" were
afterwards seen, and also in the year 1850.

The " Superior " belonged to Peterhead, and we may state, for the information of the
Lords of the Admiralty, that the crews of both vessels were in communication with the"North Star " after they were wrecked, and before they took their departure honewards.

You will perceive the longitude is not stated in the protest; the vessels were lost near to
Duck Islands.

To W. J. Williams, Esq.,
Collector of Customs, Newcastle.

We are, &c.
(signed) Matthewo Plummer & Co.

Sub-Enclosure in No. 34.
EXTRACT frorm the Protest of Captain John Patterson, of the late Ship "Lady Jane," ofNewcastle, Whaler; dated Newcastle-on-Tyne, 5th day of October 1849.

THAT they made the best of their way, and on or about 'the 20th day of April, beingthen in or about latitude 63, and well in with the ice, they made the necessary - preparationsfor ,commencing the dishing, and on or about the 6th day of May secured a bottle-nosedwhale, being their first fish: That they continued to prosecute the fishing in or about thesaine district until the latter end of the said month of May, when they proceeded with the
said
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said vessel to the northward (having tien the produce of nine bottle-nosed. whales on board),
and on the morning of the 11th day of June they entered M elville Bay, in company 'with
about eleven other vessels, 'the ,wind then fresh ,from south-west, and the atmosphere
thick: That towards evening the wind became very light, and the ice closing in so as to
prevent their further progres, they made their said vessa fast te a land floe, in company with
about seven other vessels; latitude about 75 north: That at about 4 A. m. on the 12th
the ice was observed to ease off a little, and all bands swere promptly called to warp the said
vessel along the land floe, which service was vigorously prosecuted until about 6 o'clock,
when the ice set upon the floe, and encumbered the vessel in such a manner as to render it
necessary to unship ber rudder, and at about 7 o'clock it suddenly came on to blow a gale
from south-est, forcing the ice in such overwhelnming masses, and so rapidly, upon the floe,
as to render the condition of their vessel most perilous, there being no possibility of cutting
a dock: That at this time there were seven vessels in company, several of which being a
little ahcad of the " Lady Jane," were enabled to pass through an opening into free water,
(or as it is termed, to "clear the nip,") before the ice closed; but one other vessel, the
"Superior," of Peterbead, vhich was. inmediately ahead of the "Lady Jane," could not
succeed in doing so, and lwas crushed to picces by the ice, it being then about 1 P. m. of the
13th: That, notvithstanding every effort which the circumstances admitted of, to extricate the
ilLady Jane," in about balf an hour after the time last mentioned the ice closed upon her
witlh such violence, as completely to crush her, compelling these appearers and the remainder
of the crew promptly to betake themselves to the floe for the preservation of their llives,
and at about 3 r. . their said vessel had become entirely covered with the ice, and couse-
quently, with her stores and materials, totally lost, together with the portion of the cargo on
board, consisting of about 10 tons of blubber : Tliat the boats had previously been removed
to the floe as a precautionary measure, and they had fortunately succecded in saving a
small quantity ofprovisions and some small stores, as also the ship's register; but the log-
book being unfortunately lost, on that account difficulty bas been experienced inl stating
accurately the several dates herebefore mentioned: That they remained for several days upon
the ice near the sane spot, for the purpose of rendering some assistance, to an American
vessel then beset, and afterwards made their way to Operniwick, from whence they, these
appearers, pursued their course to Lively, a Danish settlement or station; other portions of
the crew proceeding to other stations.

No. 35.

Sir, Custom-house, Peterhead, 22 April 1852.
IN reply to your letter of the 19th instant, requesting to be informed of the

particulars of the loss of the " Superior," of Peterlbead, and the circurmstances
under which she was abandoned,,I have called upon Mr. David Mitchell, of this
place, who was the managing owNner; he states that she was lost on the 12th
June 1849, in Melville Bay, having become fixed by the ice closing upon lier
on each side, was literally crushed to pieces. That the " Lady Jane," of New-
castle, owned by Matthew Plumer & Co., of that place, was in company, and
shared the sane fate. That the crews of the two wrecked vessels were received
on board an American whaler which was in the neighbourhood, and that they
saw the vessels go down immediately afterwards.

To Captain W. A. B. Hamilton, &c. &c.,
Admiralty.

I am, &c.
(signed) P. Hayton,

Collector.

No. 36.

Sir, Admiralty, 30 April 1852.
I âm commanded by my Lords Commissiouers of the Admiralty to send yon

herewith copies of the " Times" newspaper of the 14th and 22d instant,* and to
call your attention to the correspondence published in those papers relative to
two wrecks or abandoned ships being seen on a field of ice, off Newfoundland,
by the brig "l Renovation," of North Shields, in 1851.

You will see from that correspondence how nuch importance attaches to the
evidence to be obtained from Mr. Lynch, who was a passenger in the

Renovation" at the time, and my Lords would wish, if it be in your power, that
you should immediately communicate with that gentleman.

The questions put to Mr. Robert Simpson, as detailed iii the printed corre-
spondence, will serve as a general index of those which might with advantage be
put to Mr. Lyncli; but there are, doubtless, many others which it may occur to

501. c 3 , you
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you to ask, and which would bear still more emphatically on the question at
issue.

For instance, it does not appear, from anything already clicited, whether the
veather was clear at the tine of the wrecks being observed;, it is not even

stated by the evidence of the eye-witnesses hitberto'examined what the weather
was at all whilst the wrecks were in sight.

It is also important to ascertain, if it cati be done, without the question being
too leading, when or how soon, after seeing the vessels, Mr. Lynch formed the
notion, or Vas impressed with the idea, that they were Captain Franklin's ships,
and if he himself was the firt to adopt that behcef, or if he communicated, and
when, to Mr. Simpson, or auy other person.

Mir. Lynch should be closely exanined touling the possibility of optical
delusion, and as to the undoubted fact of the objects seen being really ships.

If Mr. Lynch could be induced to make a sketch of what he saw, it would be
of material importance.

But in all this niatter my Lords would desire to leave mueh to you, who,
they are persuaded, will undertake the task with a thorough sense of the neces-
sity of getting at the real truth of the story, and that no point will be omitted
by'you that might lead to confiriation, or otherwise, of the testimony already
received.

You will observe, that it is stated in the printed evidence that Mvr. Lynch,
whose name is John Supple Lynch, is supposed to be resident at Prescott, Upper
Canada, and my Lords request you will furmislh them with an account of what-
ever expenses you may bu at in prosecuting tiis inquiry, inforrning therm at the
same tirme where or to whom you wish the sarmue to be,repaid.

I am, &c.
To Captain Boxer, n.., Quebec. (signed) 4. Steford.

No. 37.

Sir, Sligo, Ireland, 1 May 1852.
KNowINo the great anxiety t1iat is felt as to the fate of the two vessels seen on

the ice on the 20th A pril i 851 by the " Renovation,' on her passage to Quebec,
and feeling at the samne time that it is hie duty of evcry person (but more parti-
cularlv naval offleers) wlihcn any information is received which by any possibili(y
could be supposed to have refercnce tu the above-montioned vessels coijectured
by somne to bu Sir John Franklin's, tlat the sanie should be made known as soon
as possible to the authorities, for the purpose of enabling them to investigate the
truth or otherwise of the reports received, I trust I may be excused in bringing
under your notice the following circuistauces which have come to My know-
ledge, so that the saine, if cousidered by you deserving of it, may be brouglit
before my Lords Commissioners of the Adriralty.

Tiere is at present in this port a brig, named the l Henderson," of Wbitehaven,
William Hill, master, fittiig out for the purpose of carrying emligrants to
Quebec: in conversation with the master, I found out that he iwas employed in
the sanie way last year, but that on that occasion lie sailed from the port of
Galway on the 3d April 1851, bound to New York. That on the very day lie
left, a brig, named the " Doctor Kneip," belonging to Wimar, Duchy of
Mecklenburg, the master and owner of which was Edward Lorentz, also sailed
for the sane destination with enigrants, but that from her superior sailing she
soon left the " Henderson' ftr astern. That on the 20th April 1851 the
" Henderson" was in latitude 480 14', longitude 58° 22' D. Ii., and struck
soundings on the edge of the bank ii 30 fathoms, sand and black specks, and
arrived at New York on the 3d May, having never seen any ice during her
passage, though frorm the coldress of the wcather and other causes the master
thought it was not far off. That on his arrival at New York, to his surprise he
found that the " Doctor Kneip" had not arrived, but that on the following day
she did so; and tlhat in a conversation vithi the said master of the Mecklenburg
vessel, lie inentioned that lie had met with a great deal of ice on' the banks, and
had also seen " two vessels abandoned aud water-logged"; where those two
vessels were seen, whether after the 20th April or not, the naster of the
" Henderson" did not inquire, nor did he give any furtier information respecting
them, his attention laving bien suddcnly calicd away to his own vessel; but

seeirg
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seeing the accounts of the two vessels fallen in with by the ' Rienovation," the
vhole circumstances of his conversation alluded to as above recurred to him

nmost vividly, and suggested to him the possibility that these two vessels fallen
il with by the " Doctor Kneip" might be the same seen by" Renovation," and
which -from the' melting of the ice had slipt off, and got clear of it. I iname-
diately wrote off to Galway for the names of any parties connected ,with tlis
vessel, or any other information that could be obtained, and in addition to what
lias already been stated to be the name of the vessel, ber port, and owner.
I would further beg to add that she Nvas consigned in New York to Messrs.
Logan & Collins, 69, South-street, but that the charter parties at Galway have
never heard further concerning her.

Before concluding, I trust 1 may be excused for venturing to suggest for your
nd their Lordships' consideration, that it is not improbable that some further

information might be obtained respecting these two, vessels, if ,not quite in the
track of vessels bound to Quebec and New York, yet drifting past into it, were
the different Government emuigration officers and authorities of the Custom-house
at the outports directed to consult their returns of vessels sailing at the com-
mencement of April last year, whether with emigrants or for timber; and at
once, if still in the kingdoin, or as soon after as they may arrive from their spring
voyage, to interrogate the masters and mates, &c. of the different-vessels wlether
last year anything was seen of the vessels in question ; for it does appear to me
strange, considering the season of the year, and the large number of vessels
which at that time are pushing in for the St. Lawrence, that no other vessel
should have fallen in witlh them. Trusting that the motives that have influenced
me in this case are such as will receive your approval,

I have, &c.
The Secretary of the Admiralty, (signed) Robert Kerr,

&c. &c. &c. Captain R.N.

No. 38.
Sir, Admiralty, 6 May 1852.

I AM commanded by my Lords Commissioners of the Admiralty to request
you will acquaint the Ermigration Commissioners that my Lords would be glad
if the emigration officers at the different outports might be directed to consult
their returns of vessels sailing at the commencement of April last year (whether
with emigrants or with timber), and if such vessels should be in port at this
present time, to make immediate inquiry of the masters and mates, whether in
the outward voyage last year anything was seen in the neighbourhood of
Newfoundland of two dismnantled vessels, either on the ice or water-logged, such
as are reported to have been seen by the " Renovation " on the 20th April 1851,
in about latitude 47° 30' north, and longitude 500 20' west; and further, to make
such inquiry from time to time of the masters and mates of vessels as they arrive
in port, who are not at present in this country, but which sailed for Anerican
ports in April last year.

I am, &c.
Stephen Wolcott, Esq. (signed) A. Staford.

Emigration Office, Park-street, Westminster.

No. 39.
(Immediate.)

Sir, Admiralty, 6 May 1852.
I AM commanded by my Lords Commissioners of the Admiralty to request

that you will state to the Earl of Malmesbury that my Lords vould be glad if
it could be ascertained for them immediately, through Her Majesty's consuls or
others, where a brig xîamed the "Doctor Kneip," belonging to the port of
Wimar, duchy of Mecklenburg, Ed. Lorentz, master and owner, now is.

I am, &c.
IL. U. Addington, Esq., &c. &c. (signed) J. i. Eay, pro Sec.

Foreign Office.

N o. 40.501.
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No. 40.
Sir, Lloyd's, 7 May 1852.

I HAVE the honour to acknowledge the receipt of your letter of yesterday's
date, and to acquaint you, in reply, for the information of the Lords Coimîis-
sioners of the Admiralty, tbat the " Doctor Kneip," Lorentz, arrived at A.nt-
werp, fron Taganrog, the 2d February, and sailed again the 6th of April for
Berdiouski.

I have, &c.
(signed) Geo. A. Halsted, Secretary.

Captain W. A. 13. Hamilton, n.N., &c. &c.
Admiralty.

No. 41.

Sir, Foreign Office, 7 May 1852.
Wirr reference to your letter of the 29th March, I am directed by the Earl

of Malmesbury to transmit to you, for the information of the Lords Commis-
sioners of the Admiralty, a copy of a despatch from Mr. Dawkins, ler mVajesty's
consul-general at Venice, enclosing the depositions of the master of the Britislh
brig " Rtenovation," and of two apprentices belonging to that vessel, in regard to
two ships which were seen from the " Renovation," embedded in an iceberg off
the coast of Newfoundland, in the nonth of April of last year.

The enclosures being sent in original, I am to request that they May be
returned to this office when donc with.

Augustus Stafford, Esq., &c. &c.
Admiralty.

I am, &c.
(signed) R. U. Addington.

Enclosure in No. 41.

My Lord, Venice, 30 April 1852.
THE brig "Ilenovation" entered this port yesterday morning, and the moment I had

notice of her arrival, I proceeded on board, in order to carry out the instructions contain-ed in
your Lordship's despatch, No. 2, Consular, of the 1st instant.

I found Mr. Coward, the master of the Il Renovation," most ready to afford every infor-
mation in his power, and to the best of bis recollection, as to the ships seen by him emnbedded
in an iceberg off Newfoundland, in the month of April 1851; and I have the honour to
enclose herewith a paper containing the answers given by him to a series of questions which
I had prepared upon the subject.

I likewise enclose the statements made by William Lambden and James Fioggi, two
apprentices, who are the only persons now on board the "Renovation" who formed part of
lier crew during lier last year's voyage to Quebec.

After having received the above-mentioned statement, the log-book of the "Renovation"
for the voyage in question, kept by the mate, Mr. Simpson, was carefully examined by me
and by Lieutenant Campbell, n.N., British vice-consul at this port; but, to niy surprise, no
mention appears therein of having seen the two ships on the iceberg.

I herewith enclose an extract from the log-book from the 16th to the 21st April 1851,
both days inclusive.

Mr. Coward seemis a very frank, straightforward man. He evidently did naot attach
importance at the time, nor indeed does he now, to the appearance of the ships on the
iceberg, and more than once, while answering my questions, begged me to understand that
his answers were given only to the best of his recollection. He expressed sonie surprise,
considering the importance now attached to the circumstance, that no attention slould have
been paid to it at Quebec, where he states that he mentioned it repeatedly.

The "Renovation" being at some distance from Venice itself, although anchored inside
the port, I was not able to return from lier in suflicient tine to send off this despatch by
last night's post.

-The Earl of Malmesbury,
&c. &c. &c.

I have, &c.
(signed) Clinton G. Baw4int4.

&Î.
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ON AN ICEBERG IN THE NORTH ATLANTIC IN 1851.

Sub-Enclosure 1, in No. 41.

QUESTIONS and -ANSWERS from Mr. Coward and others respecting two Ships seen by
him and his Crew on an Iceberg, from the Brig " Renovation," while off the Banks of
Newfoundland, in the Spring of 1851, before me, Clinton G. Dawkins, Esq., lier
Majesty's Consul-General for the Lonmbardo-Venetian Kingdom, on board the "Reno-
vation," now anchored off Alberoni, in the Port of Venice, this 29th day of April 1852.

I the spring of 1851, was not an iceberg, with two ships on it, seen from your vessel, the
« Renovation" ?

Yes.

On what day was the iceberg seen, and at what hour, and by wliom vas it first observed?
To the best ofimy recollection, the iceberg was seen on the 17th April 1851-I eau-

not reinember the hour-by the mate, Mr. Simpson, and M r. Lyncb, a passenger. I
vas sick in bed at the tiie, and I imumediately got up on being called by the mate,
and saw two vessels embedded in an iceberg.

)id you see it yourself, and if so, how long after it was reported to you?
I saw the iceberg about five minutes after it was reported to me.

What latitude and longitude were you in at that time ?
Latitude 450 50', by observation, as per log; longitude, by dead reckoning, 57, 47'.

Pound, on niaking Cape Freel, at the east end of Newfoundland, that we were above
fve degrees behind our reckoning, which would make our corrected longitude at the
time about 520.

Was land then in sight, and if not in sight, what was the bearing and distance.of the
ncarest principal point?

No land in sight, but numerous icebergs. No entry in log to show the bearings
of the nearest point.

What course were you steering at t'h timue, and how was the wind?
Steering N. W. by W.; wind N. E. blowing strong.

What sail were you under, and at what rate were you going?
Al reefs out of the topsails, and starboard studding sails set; going about eight knots.

Was the weather clear?
The weather was very clear.

Was it threatening to come on to blow or to become foggy?
No appearance of foggy or threatening weather.

iow high was the iceberg out of the water?
The iceberg appeared about 200 feet out of the water, with much field ice about it

where the two ships were embedded. The iceberg appeared to rise behind the ships
to the above-mentioned height.

What might be the length and breadth of the iceberg?
The iceberg appeared to be about two miles or more long; cannot give au opinion

as to its breadth.

Were the ships to windward or to Ieeward of the iceberg?
The ships were on the lee side of the iceberg.

Hlow close did you pass to the iceberg ?
We passed about five or six miles froi the iceberg.

Were the ships you saw entirely housed in, or only partly so ?
Neither of the ships appeared to be housed in; nt all events, I could not distinguish

whether they were or not, they being covered with ice and snow.

What might be the tonnage of the ships ?
They appeared to me to be, one about 600 or 700 tons, the other about 300 ór 350

tons.

How were the hulls painted ?
The hulls were covered with ice, and I could not distinguish how they were painted.

How many lower masts had they each, and how painted?
Each vessel had three lower masts, but so covered with ice' that I could not distin-

guish how they were painted.
]Had they all their lower maste and bowsprits ?

The larger vessel had all three lower masts and topmasta up; the smaller vessel lhad
the mizenmast góne about 10 or 12 feet above the deck, but had the foremast and main-
mast with.topmast up ; cannot say whether the bowsprits were there or not.

What staté was the lower ng'ging in?
Cannot say what state the lower rigging was in'

.50,.D Had



26 COMMUNICATIONS IN REFERENCE TO VESSELS OBSERVED

IIad the ships their lower yards across, and if so, were they aloft or struck?
Cannot say whether any yards were up or not, but rAther think not.

Were their topmasts up?
Already answered.

Any topsail or topgallant yards acros?
Noue.

Any stays to the lower masts?
The larger vessel had fore and aft stays to all lower nasts. I could not distin-

guish whether the smaller vessel had any stays to the lower muats.

Any rigging or stays to the topmast; and if so, in what state?
Cannot say whether there were or not.

Were the ships on their beam ends, or were they upright on the ice?
The larger ship was quite upright, well raised up on the ice. The smaller ship had a

great list to starboard.
In what direction were their heads ?

The larger vessel lad her head about N. W. The smnaller had her head about N.
The two ships appeared about a cable's length apart.

Did you look, or did you order any one to look attentively to see if there was any living
being on board of the ships?

Tiiere was no apearance of any living being on board of the ships. The mate,
the passenger (Mr. Lynch), and myself, particularly examined them with the glass.

If any person, or any living being, had been on board, ould you have distinguished them

essiy? if any living being had been moving about the decks we could easily have distin-

ished them with the glass. When I first saw the ships I believed them to be two
Greenlandraen abandoned; and such is my impression to this day. I was ill at the
time, and the ship was surrounded by icebergs, and I was anxious to get away while
the weather was clear. No mention was made at the time, nor did the idea enter n'y
head, that these ships might be Sir Tohn Franklin's shis. This supposition was first
mentioned before me next day, in conversation with Tr. Lynch, and the mate, Mr.
Simpson. Noue of the crew who were with me at the time are now on board the
" Renovation," excepting two apprentices. The second mate, Andrew Beale, and the
rest of the crew, deserted at Quebec. Edward Couard, Master f cReovation?'

Sworn before ne, on board the brig "Renovation," anohored off Alberoni, in the port of
Venice, this 29th day of April 1852. .

Clinton G. Dawkins,
Consul-General.

Sub-Enclosure 2, in No. 41.

STATEMENT of William Lambden, Apprentice on board the Brig "Renovation."

WiLLAMu LAmnnsN, apprentice on board the Brio '"Renovation," had the Middle watch,
as far as he remembers, on the night of the 17th an' l8th of April 1851, when the middle
watch was relieved about 4 o'clock, A.x. As far as he recollects, the mate, Mr. Siupson,
who had the morning watch, called the attention of the second mate, Andrew Beale, wlio
had had the middle watch, to two ships which were fast in an iceberg, about three or four
miles on the starboard beani.

Thinks, to the best of bis recollection, they had no topmasts, but that they had their lower
masts standing. They appeared about the saine size; one of them appeared upright, the
other had a list, but iu which direction cannot recollect.

His watch being over, he did not remain on deck to examaine them.
William Lambden.

Sworn before me, on board the «Renovation," anchored off Alberoni, in the Port of
Venice, this 29th day of April 1852.

Clinton G. Dawkins,
Consul-General.

Sub-Enclosure 3, in No. 41.

SIrA'NWr Of James Figgis, Apprentice on board the Brig "Renovation."

JAMSs FIG3IS, apprentice on board the brig Il "enovation," had the morning watch on
the 17th of April 1851, as near as he recollects. Remenbers seeing two vessels fst in an
iceberg on the starboard beam ; was doing cook's duty, the cook bemg sick, and was busy in

the galey, and did not pay much attention th what was pasing.
James Figgis.

Sworn before me, on board the "Brig "Renvation," anchored off Alberoni, in the Port
of Venice, this 29th day of April 1852.

Clinton G. Dawkms,
Consul-Generl.
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Sub-'Enclesure 4, in No. -41

EXTRACT from the Log B ook of the Brig c4Renovation," J2dnard Cmnard, Master, froni the
i6th to the 22dof April ias:i.ý

WEDNESDAY, APRIL 1C.
S1 IL P, A IL Tt S.

IL K F, Winds. Courses.

B 10 1 .~ N. Wby PK

4~~.W 10 4~Srn rezes and Plear, John Todd stili of

8 10 4duty, being sick,
10 4 6.-Inereasflg breezeo and cloudy; furled the'top

9 - gallantý sailos and double reefed the topsails.

10~Midziht.,'Purled the square mainsail, an)

12 8 -Stowe&ithe ph.

8 - 4.-More inodeiate; sot tixeu agniý.

6 S - 8...O4ut fjrst roef of topsails, and sot topgallan

8 6 -sails.

B - Noon.-Strong breezes anxd clear. Passed larg

12 B icebergs.

Course> Dist. 1P. Lat, Dép. Lat. Arçt. Lat. Obsd. 'D. Long. Long. Acot,

Woxst, 209 00O 200 41 201 450 20)f 2 971 ô30 a,

d

Lt

I I I I I *~..., '- -

TIJURSDA-'Y, Apu 17.

X. . F. Winus Courses,

2 8 - N.. N.W b

8 7-

10 6 -

J2 -

10 -

'

82

4
6
8

10-

FRIDAY, APatiL 18.

K. Y. Win&.

gaiterly -

Çour b

These ý24 bours litrQng brae2es and clear 'weather.

4. -Q)It 6int reef of ranintopsail.

,idpiht.-Moderate breezes ,and fine clear
weathber. Passed seyer4l, largo icebergs.

S.-O Lkt all roefs,. apd sot the starboard stiidding.
sai1s, À very stroug, curretit setting' to the

Nppn.-Inoasiilg breezes. latituide observed,
45 5"N

P. X.

These 24 1hoirs moderz.te eindjsý pèl olear wea-.
tber.7

~io.-o epeRace, 0a n f Afu

ahead of the' hip. ,j " rr

r ~rland Pond te dad rckoiingcoxiideab D
77 é C' rTe

Cr777 ;,tr j .

271 ','

- I -
501.



28 COMMUNICATIONS IN REFERENCE TO VESSELS OBSERVED

SAT-URDAY, ApRitL 19.

K. F. Winds. Courses.

Easterly - W. N. W.

H.

2

4

6

10

12

2

4

6

10

12

SUNDAY, APRIL 20.

K. F.

8 0

10 10

9 0
8 0
8 0

8 0
9 0

9 0

8 0

6 0

6 0

Winds.

E.s.E.

Courses.

N.W.by
N.

W. by
W.

N. W.byN.
N. N. W.

REMARKS.

P.M.

Xoderate winds and clear weather. All sail set
to advantage.

6.-Cape Freels bore east about ten miles.

Midnight.-Steady breezes and cloudy weather.
Furied the trysail.

A.M.

6.-In all studdingsails.

8.-Strong breezes and thick weather.

Furled topgallant sails, mainsail, and in second
reef of topsails.

Noon.-Strong breezes and clear weather. Sail-
ing along the coast of Newfoundland.

R E M A R K S.

Strong breezes and cloudy.

4.-Out first reef of topsails, and set main top-
gallant sail.

Midnight.--Strong breezes and thick weather,
with sleet.

Daylight more clear. Two vessels in siglit.

Noon.--The Bird Islands bore W. f S., eight
miles. Snowy showers at intervals, with tluck
weather.

MONDAY, APRIL 21.

I Rt E m A' RK S.
H. K. F. Winds. Courses.

2 4 4 S.E North. P.M.

4 4 4 Easterlv. Moderate winds and buy weather.9.-Thick snowy weataer. 1A strong seIfo
6 4 o N. N. E. the eastward.

2 0 6.-Got into a largefield of ice; immediately
8 tried to get the ship's bend round, but could

10 a 0 onot succeed. Reduced the canvs to tbe two
12 ~ - . E reefed topsails. Ship' occasionally striking

12the ice very havily.
2 8 O 8.-Got clear of the ice, and hauled upn awind

3 0 to the N.EB.
4 8 idnight.-Inceasing breezes Dalight a
6 2 4 nuber of vessel ln company.

8 8 O - = Nrtb. .- Wore ship to the sotithward.
8 &-Wore ship'to the ME

10 2 4 - N. E. 1.-Wore ship to the S.E.
Modn.-Inreaaing breezes, ah teick r nowy

NE S. E. he Sunobsured.

D. Lat. Dep. Lat. Acet. . Long. L ong. sActt
648 ... 480 44o e, 610 28

toteNE

~A true Copy.

.NB.-The '" Renovation " left Limerick for

Clinton G. Dawkins, Consul-General.

Quebec ondibe6thof April1861

2 &

N. N. W.

North.

N. W.

1.

2

4

6
8

10

12
2

4

"10

12
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No. 42.

Custom-house, Port of Prescott, Canada,
Sir, 11 May 1852.

I HAD the honour of receiving yesterday the enclosed letter from J. W.
Dunscomb, Esq., Collector of Customs, Port of Quebec, Canada, for inquiry
and report thercon to your Lordships at as early a day as possible.

Inmediately on the receipt of it I called upon Mr. George S. Lynch, of this
place, and submitted the interrogatories contained therein for his report, which
he this morning readily furnished me, and which is also enclosed herewith.

The Lords Comrnissioners of the Admiralty,
&c. &c. &c.

I have, &c.
(signed) A. Jones,

Collector.

Enclosure 1, in No. 42.

Sir, Custom-house, Quebec, 6 May 1852.
You will have observed, probably, the correspondence now in course of publication in the

newspapers, headed " The Arctic Expedition," respecting two ships seen on the 20th April
1851, from on board the ship " Renovation,"' from Limerick, on her voyage to Quebec.

It appears that a lMr. Joseph Supple Lynch, who at present resides in Prescott, with
Thomas Fraser, Esq., was a passenger by the " Renovation," and that he saw the shi
alluded to, examined them attentively through a glass, and was of opinion that they were te
ships belonging to Sir John Franklin's expedition, an opinion in the accuracy of which there
seems now to be a general concurrent belief, including Her Majesty's Government. In order
to settle doubts upon a subject of so ^much importance, it is desirable to obtain the fullest
particulars regarding these ships from intelligent persons on board the " Renovation," who
lad the opportunity of seeing them, and in the execution of this commission it is thought that
you eau bear a, useful parti and I cannot doubt your readines to do so.

Will you therefore seek out Mr. Lynch, whom you will find a most intelligent and willing
witness, and endeavour to obtain from him full answers to the following interrogatories:-

Were you a passenger on board the "I Renovation" in April 1851, when that vessél was
on lier voyage from Limerick to Quebec, and 'Who were the officers of the " Renovation"?

Please state, to the best of your knowledge and recollection, what occurred during the
passage when the slip "IRenovation" was in the vicinity of the ice on the banks , of
Newfoundland ?

State whether, in passing near to an iceberg, you saw two vessels high and dry upon the
iceberg, on or about the 20th April,1851?

State at what distance you passed them, and if you examined them particularly with the
sppglass, and saw their position; also state what occurred, and whether you expressed any
opinion to the mate as ta their being the ships of Sir John Franklin, and if the mate expressed
any, and what opinion in the matter?

State also if any persons on board expressed any opinion respecting the two vessele, and
what these opinions were ?

State whether, on examining with a spy-glass, you discovered any objects lying on the
ice between the ships, that might have been boats, stores or tents, or anything belonging to
the ships, so as to show that there lad been intercourse, to and fro, between ,the two ships
after they had got enclosed in the ice ?

Please say was there any reason, other than already stated, why you supasosed them to be
Sir John Franklin's ships, and what prevented the further examination by boats?

State particularly how the hulls and masts of these ships were painted?
State also what might be the tonnage of each of these vessels, and were they full

rigged?
I have, &o.

(signed) J. W. Dunscomb.

P. S. -I beg the favour of your addressing a copy of your reply hereto to Captain Sir
James Alexander, Anc., for the information of Lieutenant-general owan.

To the Collector of Customs at Prescott,

Enclosure 2,in No. 42
Sir, lPccti, Il Q'y1, 2.'

1 s a asseng he n ard ri 1 òvtioá in e1 f-
Limerick to Qùebec, 1dward Cowaid, nater, RWbert nson chiefM ate thesd6nd ddte's
name I don oteolle. Il,

le ad a ,very rfineruinf r thIriscon and do 'no écollt L i
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occurring until we fell in with the icebergs on or in the vicinity of the banks of New-
foundland.

We came ia -view of one iceberg, on which I distinctly saw two vessels, one certainly high
and dry, the other might have her keel and bottoin l',the water, but the ice was a long way
outaide of her ; this was as near as I can recollect on the 18 th or 20th of April 1851.

I thought at the time we might have been about three miles from them, but Mr. Simpson
said we were five; I examined them particularly-with the spy-glass; one, the larger, lay on
ber beam ends, the other upright; I said to the mate on seeing them that they were part of
Sir J. Franklin's squadron; lie said very likely, and that it would, be a good prize for who-
ever would fall in with them; the captain did not think it prudent to give orders to attempt
to board them.

I do not recollect any one on board Imaking any remark at the time, and, save the captain
and mate, I do not believe of the crew one knew anything about Sir John Franklin'a
expedition.

On examining, -which I, did closely with the glass, the berg, I could see nothing that I
could say were boats or tents, but there were a number of hillocks of different shapes, which
might have been boats or stores covered by any of the snow storms which we had at that
time; of course I do not take on myself to say such was the case, as similar appearancea
were to be'seen on niany other bergs.

My reason for supposing them to belong te Sir John Franklin's squadron was, there being
two ships on one iceberg, they appeared to be consorts, and liaving no appearance of being
driven on the berg in distress, as the rigging and spars of the upright one was all as ship.
shape as if she had been laid up in harbour; also the one on lier beam ends had no more
appearance of a wreck than a vessel with lier topmasts struck and left by the tide on a beach i
no loose ropes hanging from any part of lier. My opinion is, tliat she had been moored to the
berg like the other, until coming into contact vith field ice, the collision thxew her over i4
the position in which we saw lier.

The reason which prevented Captain Coward attempting any communication by boat
wa, lie did not think himself justified in riskinog the loss of the vessel, when from illnesa
lie was not able to give assistance, by commands eor otherwise, and two of his best men
and a grown apprentice confined te their hammock with dysentery; lhad a boat been manned,
there would not have been hands enough on board te manage the brig, and all appearance
of thick bad weather coming on.

The hulls, te the best of my belief, were all black; the masts, 1 am quite certain, were
white.

The vessel on ber beam ends seemed,, as near as I could judge, te be about 500 tons, the
other something sinaller; Mr. Simpson said about 350. I did not think there vas that
difference in their size; so much of the hull of one was to be seen, that I think it made her
look larger in proportion to the size of the upright one than she really was; they had
been full-rigged ships.

It is but justice for ie to say, as far as regards Captain Coward, that nobody could
regret more than he did his inability to 'board the vessel, and to my knowledge it preyed
very much on his spirits after. Neither lie nor his mate had eyer been on the North Amencan
coast before; and thougih I vas most urgent at the time to attempt to board them, I was
convinced after that it would have been attended with imininent danger, and perIp losa
of vesse], as there was a heavy sea running At the time, and the vessel so short-handed.

It would appear uncalled-for my making those remarks were it my first time at sea;
but I had been at sea before for four years, and among the ice on the couast once before.
On my arrivalia Quebec I gave every publicity I could to the transaction, as I hope the
authorities in Quebec have learned before now; as it was,'I filled the brig's report on
ier arrival at Quebec.

I have, &c.
To Alfred Jones, Esq., (signed) Jhn S. Lynch.

Collector of Çustoms, Port of Prescott, Canada.

No. 48.

Her Majesty's Steam Vessel "Mohawk,"
Sir, Kingston, Canada, 14 May 1852

CAPTAIN BOXER, Resident Agent of Transports at Quebec, having shown me,
just before leaving that place, the examination of the cook ofthe " Renovation,"
sent by him te their Lordships, and having informed me thgt he had ascertained
that Mr. Lynch, the passenger In that vessel so often referred to, was now resident
at Prescott, and that he had f9rwarded to him, through the custom-house, a set
of questions for reply, I thought it would be advisable for me, on my way baék
to Kingston, to see that Lentleman, as in'the interim I had read, in the " Evening
Mail," the answers of Mr. Simpson. to Captain Ommanney, with his remarks.

I yesterdayevenirg and this morning, had long convrsàtiens with Mr. Lynch,
who furnished me with the above questions by Captain Boxer, and his replies,

hich lie says hç hss already fprwardeel to theirýLordships, and a copy of hieh V
1hay
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I have the honour to enclose, as well as a copy of additional questions put by me, p
with Mr. Lynch's answers, giving, I think, ail the information it is in that gen- 1 n e
tlemans power to impart. -c .

Mr. Lynch, who is a very intelligent person, informs me that he was employed in
as a clerk,' under the Board of Works in Ireland ; that at the spring assizes for
Clare, in 1847, he was complimented by Baron Richards, and the grand jury,
for resisting and prosecuting to conviction some persons who attempted to murder
and rob him of public money on the bigh road, and that he received a letter of
thanks from the 'reasury for his conduct on that occasion. I think every
dependence may be placed on bis statements, as lie is most careful not to exag-
gerate, and. is prepared to aflirm, if necessary, al his answers. He is quite con-
versant with ships, having been brought up at seaports, besides having been four
years at sea.

Mr. Lynch is evidently of opinion that, without in any way risking the safety of
the " Renovation," they might have stood inuch nearer to the iceberg, so as to have
ascertained the character of the vessels, and that this ought to have been doue;
but lie is naturally and properly most careful to avoid imputing a dereliction of
duty or want of humanity to the master of the " Renovation," of whose moral and
physical courage he has a high opinion, but whose energies were prostrated by
severe illness, and whose mind lie states vas afterwards much preyed on by the
occurrence. He does not think the cook of the "Renovation" was on deck at all
while the vessels were in siglit, but he would not positively affirm it. He is quite
certain about the boats, as their absence struck him at the time, and he looked for
them most carefully. He is positive the one vessel bad no topmasts up'; they
were not even housed.

Mr. Lynch states that, with the exception of the second laate and bis brother,
who Ideserted on their arrival at Quebec, the officers and crew of the " Renova-
tion" were on good terms.

The extraordinary apathy in this case is much to be deplored and wondered at.
From what Mr. Lynch tells me, it would seem that even on board the " Renova
tion," after it was settled that ber course 'was not to be altered, little interest was
shown by any person but himself; although he modestly-explained it to me,by
saying "he had more leisure, having nothing else to do." He seemsw to have
watched them most carefully, as he described to me, how one was shut in, and lost
to sight before the other; and I am most strongly impressed with! the idea that
Mr. Lynch is reluctant to say how " urgent he was to attempt to board;" and it
seems most extraordinary how the master should have refused to take any steps
without having been on deck at ail, or consulted any of the mates, and Mr. Lynch
certainly appears to have been the only person who showed the slightest chivalrous
feeling on the occasion.

I must 'bèg their Lordships to excuse this letter if it is not as clear and expla-
natory as it should be.; but as I know that as much information as possible willbe
acceptable, and as the English mail' will close %ithin an hour after my arrivai at
Kingston, I have written this on board the passage steamer, with great vibration
and very noisy passengers, in preference to delaying till nexkt mail.

I have, &e
(signed) Fred. C. Herbert,

Lieutenant and"Confrnander,
The Secretary of the AdmiraltX, and Senio Officer.

&c. &c. ke.

P. S.-Mr. Lynch's opinion has never altered as to what the vesselswere,
and their Lordships will see by b is answers the data whence he draws ,his con-
clusions.

Enelosure in No. 43.
ADDITIONAL QUESTIONS put t6 Mr. Lynch by Lieutenant Frederick C. Hierbert,

commanding Her Majesty's SteamVessel "Mohawk, Lakea of Canada, at Prscott,
14 May 1852.

How long were you lookingat the vessels?
They were là vie fairly,'quitehalf nhor and ihap-gs wo d of the

Note.-Mr', Lynch îIùaysýéw atebr~ai~~sè1~e~h gtfime wtüï-Ë
by "'fai4y 'r p b'

' '".~I
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Was it a good or indifferent glass?
It was a fair common ship's spy-glass.

Did the master of the "Renovation" come up to look at them ?
My impression is he did not.

Was the iceberg to windward or leeward ?
To windward, I think.

Might not the "Renovation" bave stood nearer to the berg, to reconnoitre, without
danger ?

I think she might; but the captain was il], and the mate and himself not having
been among ice before, were timid.

Was the master too ill to have taken charge of the "Renovation's" deck for a few
hours?

Indeed ho was; he was conflned to his bed, and very ill.

Did you, while in sight of the berg, speak to the master about closing it to make out the
vessels, and if so, what was bis reply?

I did speak to him, but he said "it was too hazardous to attempt it." The "<Renova-
tion " was an old vessel, built in 1811, and the master was timid in the ice, and a little
irritable from sickness; else he was a man to risk his life to save a dog.

When did you first observe that you thought they were Sir John Franklin's ships?
On first seeing them; that is, as soon as I had carefully observed their condition.

Are you positive it was before they were astern ?
Oh, yes, positive.

Did you hear any other person on board propose to close the berg, or volunteer to go in a
boat to examine the vessels ?

No, I did not.

Do you remember the cook of the " Renovation"?
I do; he was an old man, entered as cook and A.B, and I think his name was Scott.

Did he offer to go in a boat?
No; I positively deny it. He was unable to go, as ho was ill with dysentery, as were

two other men also.

Were the master or crew aware of the reward offered for the discovery of Sir John
Franklin?

I think not; as in conversation the mate observed to me that the chronomèters and
instrumenta (if they were the ships) would be a fortune to any one wlio got them.

How far apart were the vessels?
From three quarters to a mile at least. To the naked eye there seemed dark specks

between them, but with the spy-glass they seemed only hummocks of ice.

It has been suggested that no vessels were seen in reality, but that they were optical de-
lusions, produced by reflection or mirage?

Iam positive they were ships, as I examined and noticed the smallest visible details.

Did you observe their rudders, or anything being at their sterns?
I did not; but I particularly noticed that there were no boats about them.

Dia you observe a raised poop, topgallant forecastle, or caboose on either vessel?
On the upright vessel there was what I took to be a caboose, but I cannot say as to

the poop or forecastle.

Were their yards squared or top 'd on end ?
They were squared, and 1 ink the yardarms of the vessel on her beamn ends rested

on the ice. , I am positive she had no topmast up; they were not housed over; the
upright vessel had her topmasts up, and lower and topsail yards squared. I did not
notice any gaffs.

Was her topallant rigging unrove or aloft?
I think it must have been down, as it was the lightness aloft and compactness of botb

vessels tlhat first struck me at the time. [Had there been any appearance of wreck about
them, I should not have taken so much notice. It struck me they were consorts, and
Sir John Franklin's vessels.

The mate and you differed as to the disparity of tonnage; what, in your opinion; was it?
From their appearance, nothing like 100 tons.

Were they housed over, are you positive?
I am quite positive they vere not.

When you say they were full-rigged, do you mean to discriminate between ships and
barques, or merey to state that they were three-masted vessels?

I think, I am positive, they were both full riggedi and had mizen yards. I ar sure
the smnaller one wvas so.
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Did you volunteer to return in search of them after your arrivai at Quebee?
I did, in different companies, where Captain Coward and myself frequently spoke of

the vessels; and he always observed, that nothing would persuade Mr. Lynch but that
they were Captain Fralklin' vessels.

Where did you serve while at seau?
,Between Limerick and London, in the Quebec trade, and one voyage to Copen-

hagen.

Mr. Lynch also states that he himself made out the custom-house report for the « Reno-
vation" at Quebec, mentioning the circumstance of seeing the vessels, and he wa much sur-
prised at no further notice being taken of it; in addition to which, the circumstances were
freely discussed among the masters of the ships at Quebec, visited by himself and Captain
CowardI during sorne weeks he remained at that port, although no one seemed much inter-
ested in the matter, but, on the contrary, very apathetic. Mr. Lynch states that he bas
always felt much interest in the Arctie Expeditions.

The above are the true answers given by me to the questions asked by Lieutenant Her-
bert, n.N., at Prescott, Canada West, 14 May 1852.

John 8. Lynch.

(A true copy).
Fred. C. Herbert

Lieutenant and Commander,
and Senior Officer.

No. 44.

Sir, LQuebec, 15 May 1852.
I HAVE the honour to acknowledge the receipt of your letter of the 3d April

last, relative to two ships seen on an iceberg by the " Renovation," on the banks
of Newfoundland, on or about the 17th of April 1851, and requesting me, by
desire of their Lordships, to, obtain the best information from Mr. Lynch, now
residing at Prescott, and who was a passenger on board the " Renovation" at
the time of passing the ships; and, in reply, I have the honour to inform you.
that I had already anticipated their Lordships' desire, by requesting the
collector of customs at this port to write to the collector at Prescott to examine
Mr. Lynch on the subject of those ships, furnishing him at the same time with
the necessary questions to be put tothat gentleman, and to forward bis answers
by the mail to the Admiralty for their Lordships' information. But in conse-
quence of their Lordships' letter, I propose proceeding imyself this evening to
Prescott to see Mr. Lynch personally, and will immediately communicate the
result of my inquiry, bytelegraph, to their Lordships, so as they may have the
required information by this mail.

Their Lordships will observe by the examination of John Todd, which I for-
warded by last mail, that the weather was particularly clear during the whole
time the " Renovation" was passing the ships; Todd has since left Quebec, and
no further information can be obtained from him here, but I rely much upon
what he said.

I have, &c.,
(signed) Edward Boxer, R.N.

To the Secretary of the Admiralty, Resident Agent of Transports.
London.

No. 45.

MoRs A MERICAN TELEGRAIPH.

By Telegraph from MntralIto Îhe Secretaryof he, Admiralty, Lôndon, Ergland,
by Mail Steaer, by New York.

Sir e ork 18 May 1852.
HAviNG ascertained yesterday at Prescott ihat the collectôir had examined

Mr. Lynch on thequestions I hadu i and fo'warded bis answerdotheir
Lordships, and Lieut. Ilerbeit had also eimined hin im ,wiIldbef ereceive
by this mail'all the informàtion reuired; bts tieirdordships erè paifecu

501. arly
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larly anxious that- lie should be examined, particularly as to the weather, and
whether any optical delusions night have deceived him as to their being really
ships; I questioned him particuldrly on those two subjects:

Question ist. How was the weather while passing the ships on the ice?
The weather was clear.

2. Do you think it possible you could bave been deceived by any optical delusion as to
the undoubted fact of le objects seen being really ships?

Having seen then in different positions and minutely, I can have no doubt upon the
subject at all.

I am therefore decidedly of opinion there were two ships or barques seen on
the ice by the " Renovation."

I have, &c.
(signed) Edward Boxer, Captain R. N.

. o.

e. 0 Xii*

Sea

No. 46.

Sir, Colonial Office, 28 May 1852.
WITmI reference to your letter of the 14th ultinio, I am directed by Secretary

Sir John Pakington to transmit to you, for the information of the Lords Corn-
missioners of the Admiralty, the copy of a despatch from the Governor of New-
foundland, on the subject of the statement which appeared in the "Tines"
newspaper, to the effect that two vessels had been seen by the crew of the
" Renovation" on a field of ice attached to an iceberg, off Cape Race, in April
1851.

I am, &c.
(signed) Hfermnan Merivale,

Captain W. B. Hamilton, .N.-
&c. &c. &C.

Secretary, Admiralty.

Enclosure 1 in No. 46.

Government-House, St. John's, Newfourídland,
Sir, 6 May 1852.

I BAVE the honour to acknowledge the receipt of Mr. Merivale's ,despatch of the 16th
April 1852, together with its enclosure from the Board of Admiralty, respecting two vessels
reported to have been seen on a field of ice attached to an iceberg, off Newfoundland, in
April 1851, and which it is surmised may possibly be Sir John Franklin's slips ; and, in
compliance with thé instructions therein contained, I have, caused inquiries to be mado
through the Commercial Society of Saint John's, but can obtain ono fórnation whatever
relative to the above-described vessels.

I enclose herein a letter recèived fron the President of the Chamber of Commerce, and
I share in the opinion therein expressed, that it is well nigh impossible that two vessels on.
a field of ice, attached to an iceberg of the magnitude and description spoken of by the men
of the "I Renovation," could have passed aloig this coast from the north, a-ad have reached
the latitude of Cape Race, without having been scen either by soine of the numerous sealing
vessels which intersect the field-ice in the months of March and April, or by some of the
many vessels that pass this island at that season on their 'way to or from, the Gulf of Saint
Lawrence, Nova Scotia,. or, Nvew Brunswick.

In the seasotrof 1851 no vessels encaged in the seal-fiahery of this island were lost, and
therefore I agree in the opinion that tiiere must have been some misapprehension on the part
of the persons who supposed they had seen such vessels, occasioned perhaps by the deceptive
appearance that icebergs assume under some peculiar action of the atmosphere; whereas had the
inquiry been made vith reference to the spring of this year, not two, but many vessels might
have been seen in positions somewhat similar to'that described by the men of the "Renovation;"
for owing to two disastrous gales in the last month, very great damage bas beeu sustained
by our scaling fleet, and out of 400 vessels engaged mn that, fishery, upwards of 60 have
either foundered or been abandoned'at* sea among te fieldice, and inany of the derelicts
have, after being deserted by theirown crews, been brought in by those of other vessels,
an dessels have also been di6»2tched by the local governinit in! search of others, aid to
bring off from different parts- Ôf the 'éoaat thé shipwrecke ealers, amounting nearly to 3,000
in number.

Sir John Pakington Bârt.i &c. &o.
Colonial'Øffice. ,,I,

I have, &c.
(signed) 1. 'Gaspard le Mcu†ch«lt
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Sub-Enclosure in No. 46.

Sir, St. John's, Newfoundland, 5 May 1852..
I H AD the honour to receive your letter of this date, and, in compliance with your request,

I have made inquiry from several, memnbers 'of the Commercial Soc'ety, and cp obinin nq
information relative to the vessels said to have been seen in the icè in April 1851.

It is evident that there must have been some misapprehension onthe part of thé persons
who supposed tbey had seen such vessels, occasioned peîhaps by, the deceptive appearance
that icebergs assume under some peculiar actio. of the atmospere, for it is abnost impossible
that an iceberg of the magnitude and description spoken of the crew'of the "Renovation"
could hav ,passed dlong this coast from tie north, and have reached the latitude of Ca>e Race,
without having been seen by some of the numerous sealin esséls wliich cohètaitlyintersect
the field ice in the months of March and ril; and if it lad escaped their oliservaion;it ist
have been sein when 'Within 30 miles of ape Race by others of the #very may vessels .hai
pass this island at that season, on their way to or from the Gulf of St. Lawrence, Nova
Scotia, and New Brunswick, or by one of the steamers that weeklypass within a few miles
of the Cape, on their way from Liverbool to Halifax, or the States.

The opinion is very general here that no such vessels could have been scen by the crew-of
the "IRenovation.î

I hiave, &c.
TheIlonourable James Crowdy, (signed) Wm. Thomas.

Colonial Secretary,
&c. &c. &c.

No. 47
Admiralty, 2 June 1852.

Commodore Superintendent at Woolwich,
REFERRUNG to your communication of the 17th April last, upon the subject of

painting the " Erebus" and "'Terror," myLords desire that you will state for
their information how their lower masts were painted.

By command of their Lordships.
(signed) W. A. B. Hamilton.

No. 48.

Sir, Woolwich Yard, a June 1852.
AGREEABLY to your minute on Captain Hamilton's letter of yesterday, we have

to acquaint you that the lower mnasts of the "Erebus" and "Terror" were
painted white when they left this port.

We are, &c.
(signed) O. Lang, Master Shipwright..

H. Chatfteld, Assistant ditto.'
(Mr. Peake sick.)

The Commodore Superintendent.

Submitted for the information of their ,Lordships.

Henry Eden, Commodore Superintendent.

The Secretary of the Admiralty.

N o. 49.
Sir, Quebec, 21 Ma .1852.

HAvynG by the last mail acknowledged the receipt of your1lettero 9ftheraQth
ultimo, informing me of their Lordships' anxiety to obtainevery'iförmation
with regard to the ships seen on the ice by the brgd"'Renovation,í p riakut
2oth April 1851, and theirdiictions 'that o stld iniinediately mniunicàate
with Mr. Lynch (a passenge i4 that e e té s ),
pointing out two questions.poi portarc 'thia; hut ad,
previous to the receipt of yor e rtaken meas h hlm xamine t
.Prescüt b li colecf6 r o custnsý fia l e s
questionto bre utliin and
shipsby ther mâilycand also h ag n e
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statement, lie, on his passage to Kingston, stopped at Prescott, and examinedi
Mr. Lynch, who no doubt forwarded it at the same time; but, considering a
personal examination might throw more light on this important matter, I pro-
ceeded at once to Prescott, and examined him very particularly on the two
questions their Lordships were anxious about; viz.

1. Was the weather clear at the time of passing?
2. Could any opticaltdelusions have deceived him as to the undoubted

fact'of the objects seen being ships?
I now have the honour to forward to you his examination; but, considering that
the above two questions were of importance, and the mail having left Montreal,
I telegraphed them to New York, to go by the packet with the other documents.
But the statement of the mate, Mr. Lynch, and John Todd differ so little on the
several points, that there cannot, in my opinion, be the least doubt as to the fact
that two ships" or barks were seen by the brig " Renovation" near Newfound-
land on or about the 2oth of April 1851.

I have also taken steps that every master of the Quebec and Montreal trade
arriving here shall be examined before they sail as to whether any vessels were
seen by themn on the ice or wrecks floating on their passage out last year; but it
is here necessary to state that our Montreal trade was in the Gulf before those
vessels were seen, and I think they would have drifted to the southward of the
track of our Quebec ships before they reached the stream of the latitude they
were seen in.

The collector and comptroller of customs here are also using every exertion
to obtain information on this subject. Mr. Bruce, the comptroller, has, at my
request, written to the comptroller at St. John's, Newfoundland, to examine the
sealers and other spring vessels; and if he gains any information respecting the
ships seen on the ice, will forward it immediately to their Lordships.

Not having received, by some mistake, Mr. Barrow's letter, with its enclosures,
until I returned from Prescott to Quebec, and there being a difference of opinion
of the ship upright on the ice, between the mate and Mr.; Lynch, I telegraphed.
to Mr. Luard, the barrack-master at Prescott, who had assisted me in examimnng
Mr. Lynch, to examine him again particularly as to their position, and received
the following answer:-" The stern of the vessel furthest on the iceberg was
towards the vessel on her beam ends nearest the water." This appears to me
to be the only difference of any consequence. As to the distance from them,
from the very short time they took in passing, I think it must be even less than
three miles.

I have, &c.
(sigued) Edward Boxer,

Resident Agent of Transports.
The Secretary of the Admiralty.

Enclosure in No. 49.
John S. Lynch, Esg. further Examined by Captain Boxer, R. É., at Prescott, on the

l17th M ay 1852.

STATE if the weather was clear, and if there was ,any swell upon the ice in passing the
vessels?

The weather was clear, and there was a sweU breaking on the ice.
When you first saw the vessels, in what direction were they from the I Renovation," and

distance, as near as you can judge?
On the starboard bow, and the distance about three miles, and when abreast of

them the distance about the saie.
How was the winid?

On the starboard side.
Do you recollect wbat sail was set?

Under easy sail; thinks topgallant sails were set, but not sure.
State how long the vessels remained in sight of the " Renovation"?

Distinotly for half an hour, and over an hour altogether.
When you first saw the vessels, did you state to the captain, mate, or crew, that in your

opinion thèy might be Sir John Frankin's ships?
Immnediately after I was called I examined the ships with a telescope, and statei

my opinion, firat to the mate ad to the captain, and spoke general, that they were Sir-
John Franklin's ships.
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What answer did the captain and mate give you?
The captain, who was below, said he did not think they were Sir John Franklin's

sips ; the mate said very likely they might be, and further they would be a good prize,
as their chronometers and instruments would he' a fortune for any one. No other
opinion was expressed by any person that I am aware of.

On which side did you pass the iceberg?
To the best of7my belief it was on the starboard side.

Do you think it possible you could have been deceived, by any optical delusion, as to
the undoubted fact of the objects seen being really ships?

Having seen them in different positions, and so minutely, I can have no doubt on
that subject at all.

Is the plan now lhanded to you (published in the " Il lustrated London News of the 17th
April 1852) correct?

The ship on ber beam ends (neareat the water)
appears to be correctly laid down, but she was much
further upon the ice; the other vessel was lying with
lier stem to the other's broadside; distance fron each'
other I thought about one mile.

Could you make a plan of the ships' positions ?
No, I cannot; but I think the upright vessel is thrown too high on the sketch, and

the iceberg in the rear is not thrown nearly high enough.
Do you know if the master of the "Renovation" reported this circunistance on hi arrival,

officially, at Quebee?
I do not know; I filled up a report for hin, and mentioned that two vessels had

been seen on an iceberg, under the bead of " Intelligence," but said nothing about the
opinion that they miglit be Sir John Franklin's ships.

Was John Todda seaman on board the" Renovation " ?
Re was; le shipped as cook and seaman, but was sick during the passage.

John S. Ly nh.

Taken in my presence, in Prescott, this 17th day of May 1852.

Prescott, 17 May 1852.
Edward Boxer, Capt. n.N.
Thwmas W. Luard,

Barrack-Master & Acting Ordnance Storekeeper.

No. 50.

Colonial Lnnd and Emigration Office,
Park-street, Westminster,

Sir, 3 June 1852.
WITH reference to your letter of the 6th ultimo, I am directed by the

Colonial Land and Emigration Commissioners to inform you that they lost no
time in conveying to their officers at the outports instructions to institute the
inquiries directed by the Lords Commissioners of the Admiralty, in respect to
the vessels seen in the ice in the spring of last year by the " Renovation."

The Commissioners have as yet received answers from only two of their
officers; viz., fron Captain Ellis, at Limerick, who states that there was not at
the time any vessel in that port which has sailed for North America, early in
1851, and that the only inforrnation on the subject which he had been able to
obtain was from the examination :of Mr. Simpson, the mate of the "Reno-
vation," at which lie assisted, and the other fron Lieutenant Griffiths, at
Waterford.

Of the latter letter I enclose a copy, as itcontains some observations in regard
to Sir John Franklin's ships which may be of use.

The Commissioners apprehend from their not receiving answers from any of
their other officers, that they have been unable to obtain any information on the
subject.

Te A. Stafford, Esq. M. P.
&c. &c. &c.

Admiralty.

I have, &.
(signed) . Wälct,

Secretary.

Encloure501 .
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Enclosure in No. 50.

Government Emigration Office, Waterford,
Sir, 27 May 1852.

IN reference to your letter of the 10th instant, requesting to have aIl the information I
could.gain from the masters of the several vessels that sailed from this port bound to North
Arnienca, respecting the two ships reported to have been seen on the ice by the " Renovation".
in April 1851, I have the honour to acquaint you, that all that I have as yet been able to

"Velocity," collect is froin the masters of the vessels nained in the margin, and that the first mentioned,
conimnanded by Mr. Peter White, fell in with the ice on the 26th October 1851, in'latitude

Elza,' ,, 430 47' N., longitude 480 28' W., and states that he only saw three small icebergs, and novestige or sign of a vessel; also that lie never has, in conversation with bis brother captains,
ever heard any of thei say that they had seen or fallen in with ships on the ice, and
is certain that if they had they would have told him of it ; is of opinion that the ships said
to have been seen by the "Renovation" were not Sir J. Franktn''s vessels, but deserted
whalers.

The next naned, commanded by Mr. John Bellord, sailed fror hence on the 12th May1851, saw only one small piece of ice on his voyage to Quebec.
The third named, commanded by Mr. Brothers (a very intelligent person) sailed from

ience 17th April 1851, and in latitude 43° 30' N., longitude 47° 40' W. on the 18th May
1851, fell in vith a few icebergs, rather large, but saw no vessels near then; never heard
at Quebec of the two ships seen by the "l Renovation;" is also of opinion that they must
have been deserted vhalers, or maerchant vessels.

The last vesse], now fitting out here, for North America, is commanded by Mr. Rees, but
who was not in lier last voyage, nor is there any one on board that was, except John
Towcr, A.B. ; he states that they did not sec the ice, or fall in withl any vessels in distress,or water-logged; and onasking him if he had ever heard of a large reward having been
offered to any vessel or persons giving information as to the fate of Sir John Franklin's
ships, lie answered in the negative, nor had he ever heard it a subject of conversation
between the seamen.

The only further information that I have at present mnd is from Mr. Thomas Dawson,
master of the ship " Crowni," 1,284 tons, now lyng at Irasage, put in here from Liverpool,
with 500 enigrants for New York, reported to you in my letter of the 24th instant; he as
acquainted îe that when in the comnand of the " Lady Constable," they sailed from Liver-
pool, 9 April 1851, and on the 20th April, in latitude 47° N., longitude 480 W., lie fell in
wivth several icebergs, and further to the northward and westward, a great deal of field ice,
so much so as to be impeded for about 10 days, and then had to bore their way through the
ice, but saw no vessels or wrecks; is of opinion that those seen by the " Renovation " were
merchant vessels; once saw a small schooner so circumstanced that was afterwards liberated
by the breaking up of the ice.

In offering xy own opinion that the vessels seen by Mr. Simpson, mate of the "Renovation,"
commandedby Mr. Coward, were not the "Erebus " and " Terror," but whalers, or merchantvessels, I may be excused by the Commissioners for so doiàg, when I acquaint you, that,
as agent for transports, in the "Barretto Junior " I accompanied Sir John Franklin to the
edge of the ice, and with my boat's crew, on the 12th July- 1845, was the last person on
board the discovery ships to take leave of them; and from that moment it will easily be
believed that I have felt the deepest possible interest in their safe return, and given the
subject mry most anxious consideration. I

It las been stated by Mr. Simpson, and I believe since by Captain Coivard, that the
largest of the vessels seen by them was from 600 to 700 tons, and the smallest about 300.
The "Lrebus " is 370 tons, and the "Terror " 326 tons. The vessels seen are also described
as full-rigged ships; the "Erebus " and " Terror " are both barque-rigged and low in tihe
water, neither of them being so high as the "Enterprise," "Investigator," " Resolute," or
"Assistance." If these lIat poits could be decided to a certainty by then,. or by Mr,
Lynch, the passenger that was on board, it would be conclusive: this last gentleman's
evidence woudd be valuable.

I have, &c.
(signed) Edwcard GrigiZthe

Lieutenant, F. N.
To S. Walcott, Esq.

Secretary to the Colonial Land And Emigration Office.


