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THE KING OF ARRAGON’S LAMENT FOR His BROTHER.

BY MR HEMANS.

~

[The grief of Ferdinand, King of Arragon, -for the loss of his brother,
Don Pedro, who was killed during the siege of Naples, is affecting'y
described by the historian Marjuna. 1t is also the subject of one of the
old Spanish’ ballads in Lockhart’s beautitut collection.}

There were lights and soitads of revelling in the vanquish’d exty’s halls,
As by night the feast of victory was held within its walls;

And the conquerors fitl’d the wine-cuphigh, after years of bright bloodshed ;
But their lord, the King of Arragon, 'midst the tnumph, wail’d the dead.

He look'd down from the fortress won, on the tents and towers below,
The moon-lit sea, the torch-lit streets—and a gloom came o'er hus brow ;
The voice of thousands floated up with the horn and cymbal’s tone;

But his heart, *midst that proud mutic, felt more utterly alone,

And he cried, ¢ Thou art mine, fair city ! thou city of the sea !
But, oh ! what portion of delight is mine at last in thee ?—

1 am lonely *midst thy palaces, while the glad waves past them roli,
And the soft breath of thine orange-bowers is mouraful tv iny sout.

« My brother! oh my brother ! thou art gone—the true and brave,

And the haughty joy of victory hath died upon thy grave;

There are many vound my throne to star4, and to march where I lead on 5
There was one to love me in the world—iny brother ! thou art gone!

¢ In the desert, in tha battle, in the ocean.tempest’s wrath,

We stood together, side by side; one hope was ours—one path ;

Thou hast wrapp’d me in thy soldier’s cloak—thou hast fenc’'d me with
thy breast 3

Thou hast watch’d beside my couch of pain—oh ¢ bravest heart and best

o T see the festive lights around ;—o’er a dull sad world they shine;
1 hear the voice of victory—my Pedro ! where is thiue ?

The only voice in whose kind tone my spurit found reply t—

Oh, brother ! [ have bought too dear this holiow pageantry !

e Y have hosts, and galla nt fleets, to spread my glory and my sway,
And chiefs 1o lead them fearlessly ;—my friend hath pass’d away.
For the kindly Jook, the word of cheer, my hart may thirst in vain,
And the fuce that was as light to mine—it cannot come again.

¢ { have made thy blood, thy faithful blood, the offering for a crown;
Wiith love, which carth bestows not twice, [ have purchased cold renown ;
How often will my weary heart *mudst the sounds of triumph die,

When I think of thee, my brothei! thou flower of chwalry.,

# Y am lonely~I am lonely ¢ this rest is even as death;

Let me hear again the ringing spears, and the battle-trumpet’s breath;
Let me see the fiery charger foam, and the royal banner wave—

But where art thou, my brother 2 where 3—in thy low and carly grave 17

And louder swell’d the songs of joy through that victorious night,

And faster flow’d the red wine forth, by the stars and torches light;
But low and deep, amidst the mirth, was heard the conqueror’s moan—
My brother ! oh, my brother ! best and bravest, thou art gone !

FEMALE INFLUENCE AND OBLIGATIONS.
(Continued.)

Females exort a vast moral influence upon society at large.
It is not your province to fill the chrir of state, to plan in the
cabinet, or to ex=cute in the ficld ; but there iz no department
of human life, and no corner of the world, where your influence
ismot felt. To say nothing of tho indircct control which fe-
males often bave over tho great movements of society, by that
{nfusnce which they possoss with their husbands and sons,

!

with their brothers and other family connections, look at the
ordinary scenes of social life ; at the popular opinions and pre-
vailing amusements of the world; and it must be seen, that
they are intrusted with a moral power that hardly knows a limit.
The practical virtua of the world, the tone of piety in the church,
and the salvation of souls, are probably moro affected by the
current maxims and nmusements of tho day, than by either the
form or administrations of civil govornment. And here female
power is great indged. In morals and religion, and in every
thing with which morals and religion stand directly connected,
your sex may do as much goed or hurt, as men érdinarily effect
in the politics and government of the world. What man would
be a drunkard, if he were sure to reccive universal female re-
probation? What man would fight a duel, if the united female
voice wero 10 cry out murder upon the shameful deed?  How
fong would the amusements of the theatro continue to corrupt

| our laxge cities, if no fomale wonld appear upon the stage, nor,

on any occasion, take her seat in this great temple of vico?
How long would the ball-room be crowded, and gay, and ex-
travagant, and dissipating parties maintain an oxistence, if every
femalo were to set her fice against them, and resolve to go to
no placo where the veice of Christ and duty did not call her? I
the whole fomale world were to revere the Sabbath, and were
found in the house of God on this sacred day, what a happy
rovolution would.soon be effocted!  The kingdom of God would
come. ‘Theblessed reign of Christ would be established on
the carth. . | .

= Feiales have it n théir power to do much good among Zie
children of affliction. Sin has rendered our world the abode of
deep and dreadful suffering.  ‘The marks of God’s displeasure
may be every where scen.  Disease, and poverty, and death,
are moving on in their melancholy course, and making the earth
desolate. It is the business of the philanthropist and the Chris-
tian to diminish the amount of human misery. If we would act
for God and eternity, much ofthe employment of life must consist
in relieving the wants of the needy, in administering to the sick,
&1 imparting consolation to the afflicted, and in drying up the
mourner’s tears.  And to these works of beneficence females
are peculiarly adapted.  Your native sympathics are cast into
the proper mould for this sacred business.  You easily enter into
the interests and sorrows of others. Your social temperament
disposes you to “weep with them that weep.”  You can often
find admission, too, where the other sex would be excluded ; and
your entire habits of life prepare you to enter the scene of domes-
tic affliction with the best prospects of doing good. Here, every
power and every affection may findample scope. In the house
of poverty you may light up a blessed smile.  In the chamber
of disease, and by the pillow of death, the pious femalo is
mercy’s angel. In these scenes she may become the Saviour’s
advocate. Here, amidst groans, and wretchedness, and tcurs
the Holy Spirit may bless her efforts, and impress heaven’'s
image on the heart.

Sabbath Schools opena broad anddelightful field forthe exercise
of female talents and virtues. ‘These seminaries are making
a new experiment of moral power and gospel truth upon the
world, In their efforts to diffuse light and save the soul, wo
have a new and most interesting interpretation of the divine
command to ¢ preach the Gospel to every creature.””  Hore the
scheme of redeeming grace is brought down to the capacities
of children, and the great truths of the Biblo are made to operate
upon the juvenile and infant mind,  And for this labour of love,
females are peculiarly fitted. You may here, under God, train
up children for heaven. Tho little ones whom you take by the
hand and instruct, and for whom you pray, are some of them
without & mother to teach them or to pray for them ; and not a

fow have mothers whose ontire example and influence are
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enlisted for their temporal and eternal ruin.  What an office of | over mountain and glen, to visit the school, not as a spectator
mere), like that of guardian angels, is it to throw yoursclves | merely, but for the purpose of imparting religious information,
betvoen theso little immortals and destruction!  With the | The fruit of this is delightfully evinced by the affectionate
spirit of your Mastes—a spuit which is nover more lovely or  csteem displayed Ly the children when the minister is spoken
efficient than when it warms the hearts and inspires the exor-  of ; and the contrast is again manifest when you coune into
tious of females—you may hero diffuse an influence which will | closer contact with the children. When crossing Ben Lomond
tell upon the records ui other generations ; you may accomplish | and Ben Ledi, I had frequent vecasion to take a hoy as e guide,
purpuses of mercy which will receive their proper distinction | generally the child of a ficld-labourer, or shepherd ; and not
on the anuals of cternity. A vast amount of the goud which unfrequently did T find that the rudiments of loarning wero

Sabbath schools are destined to bring about, must depend on
fomnalo effurt ; and & portivn of this goud can be done by none
but your sex, You are the very person to collect the littlo
female wanderers into Sabbath schouls, and there, under your
instructions, may be commenced and deepened, impressions
which will make both earth and heaven glad.

‘This influence of females in our world, imposos a respon-
sibility deep nad fearful ; and motives of no ordinary character
call upon your sex to exert it in favour of Christianity, To do
this is @ duty whick you owe to God. His hand made you, and
continues to sustain you. Year after year, in this dying world,
it has held you up from the grave, and preserved you from fall-
ing into cverlasting ruin. All your rich and distinguishing
privileges are his gift.  Every talent entrusted to your care, is
the property of your Maker, God. He formed your intellect and
strung your heart. He has opened before you, in this world of
cffort and of hope, a broad field of usefulness, and directed you
to enter and labor for him. Yes, the command of Almighty
God isonyou. And this coinmand is ofno doubtful character; it
is of no difficult interpretation. The God that made you, and
bestowed upon you all your capacities for serving him and do.
ing good, requires your hearts and lives. He enforces his
claims by all the authority of his eternal Godhead. Here,
then, settie this simple question ; whether you will obey God
or not.  Before you rise from the perusal of chis Tract, make
the determination to devote yaur whole self to the cause of
Jesus Christ; your time, your talents, your influence, your
prayers, and your efforts ; bring them ali, as the widow did her
“two mites,”’ and cast them into the treasury of the Lord. Or,
ifyou will not do this, then remember that you are God’screature,
that you iive in this world, and that you must soon die : and
remember, that you may not cherish a Christian hope while
you are iiving and dying with the claims of God unconcealed,
and the command of God disobeyed.

POPULAR VIEW OF EDUCATION IN SCOTLAND.

The first thing that strikes an Englishman upon entering
Scot'and on an educational tour, is the noble appearance of the
establishments dedicaled to teaching. As soon as education
becomes the theme of conversation, the animation and zeal
with which the Scotch enter into the subject, prove to the
stranger that it is one of their soul-absorbing studies; and,
upon further investigation, he finds that it is not merely words
and theorics that engage their attention, but a vast practical
system, carried ont with a zeal apd energy unknown in the
greater part of England—not as an adjunct to a chapel or
church, very well to be added if there is money enough for
every other purpose, and dragged along as a burden, with a
constant study of how little will maintain it ; but as an integral
part of Christianity, holding a high pluce in their affcctions,
judgment, and heart ; with a continual anxiety for its welfare
and advancement. ‘This solicitude for the progress of educa-
tion is manifested by a liberality commensurate with the object
contemplated : hence the character of the education imparted
is very superior to that generally prevailing in England. These
things have operated upon the mass of the population. They
hearing continually from their pastors of the importance and
value of education, and, secing by their actions they mean what
they say, have imbibed the same spirit, and would rather un-
dergo any hardships, and make any sacrifices themselves, than
keep their children from school. The children a.e sent to
school more regularly, and attend for a much longer period than
the majority do with us. Another feature that stands out in re-
lief, is, the religious character of the education imparted. The
master of the school is not left alone in this great work ; his
hands are held up by the Scottish pastor, who, feeling a lively
interest in the instruction of youth, leaves his manse and trudges

passed, and sume of them were progressing with the niathe.
matics, Latin, and Greek. One of my guides, a barefooted,
ragged hoy, not ten years of age, I found had got as far in ma.
thematics as the cube root. Their Scripture knowledge also
was exiensive. The leading features of Scottish history and
church history were deeply engraved on their hearts; and so
solid a foundation had been laid in the ecarlier stages through
their regular and constant attendance, and the quality of the
instruction imparted, that the progress now was delightfully
rapid. The effect of superior moral culture was very visible,
Respect for superiors, politeness when spoken to by strangers,
contentedness in their sphere, and deep love for their teachers,
were not the leust prominent characteristics. ‘The tone of the
education being good, and the value of it deeply feit, we were
not surprised to find the parents willing to make sacrifices in
paying for the children’s schooling, which varies from 5s. to
10s. a quarter, and even higher, amongst a population of la-
bourers and shepherds. Bright, indeed, will bo the Jawn of
that day in England when such a spirit and such activity are
manifested Ly the pastors and leading men in our congregations,
and when the value of education is thus appreciated by the
parents ; then we shall fina crime decrease, and a spirit of hap-
piness and contentment reigning all around.—Englisk Tourist.

THE MICROSCOPE AND ITS REVELATIONS.

Wherever we turn, within the precincts of our own homes,
in meadow or moorfand, hill or forest, by the lone sea-shore, or
amidst crumbling ruins—fresh objects of interest are constantly
to be found ; plants and animals unknown to our unaided vision,
with minute organs perfectly adapted to their necessities ; with
appetites .5 keen, enjoyments as perfect, as our own. In the
purest waters, as well as in thick, acid, and saline fluids, of the
most indifferent climates,—in springs, rivers, lakes and seas,—
ofien in the internal humidity ofliving plants und animals, even
in great numbers in the living human body—nay, probably,
carried about in the aqueous vapors and dust of the whole at-
mosphere,~—there is a world of minute, living, organized beings,
imperceptible to the ordinary senses of man.  In the daily
course of life, this immense mysterious kingdom of diminutive
living beings is unnoticed and disregarded; but it appears
great and astonishing, beyond all expectation, to the re.ired ob-
server who views it by the aid of the microscope. In every
drop of standing water, he very frequently, though not always,
sees by its aid rapidly moving bodies, from 1.96 to less than
1.2000 of 2 line in diameter, which are often so crowded to.
gether, that the intervals between them are less than their
diameter. I we assume the size of the drop of water to be one
cubic line, and the intervals, though they are often smaller, to
be equal to the dinmeter of the bodies, we may easily calculate,
without exaggeration, that such a drop is inhabited by from one
hundred thousand to one thousand mallions of such animalcules ;
in fact we must come to the conclusion, that a single drop of
water, under such circumstances, contains more irkabitants
than there are individuals of the h.man race upon our planet.
If, further, we reflect on the amount of life in a large quantity
of water, in a ditch or pond, for example,—~or if we calculato
that, according to many observers of the sea, and especially of
its phosphorescence, vast tracts of the ocean periodically exhi-
bit a similar development of masses of microscopic organized
bodies,~—even if we assume much greater intervals—we have
numbers and relations of creatures living on the earth, invisible
to the naked eye, at the very thought of which the mind is lost
in wonder and admiration. It is the microscope alone which
has enabled close observers of nature to unveil such a world of
her diminutive creation, just as it was the art of making good
telescopes which first opened to their view the boundless variety,
aud all the wonders of the starry firmament.—/Microscoptc

| Manipulation,
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SHAKER FARM.

The present settlement of Shakers or United Brethren, at
Now Lebanon, was the first spot on which this scet ever located.
They commenced hero about forty years ago. The society
consists at prosent of about 600 persons, more than half of whom
are females.  From small beginnings they hase acquired largo
posscssions, holding ot this time not less than sevon thousand
acres of land, mostly lyingcontiguously. We spenta few hours
examining various objects connected with this community.

Their buildings are all built in the moust substantial munnor,
and aro constructed with particular regard to convenience,
One of their barns is considered in all respeets the best contrived
and the most porfuct of any we have scen. It is one hundred
and forty-one feet long, fifly feet wide, and twenty.five feet high
in the walls. It consists of three stories. Tho basement is
devoted to the stock and the storage of vegetables in winter,
the second and third to hay and grain.  The main ontrance
for produce is in the third story, which, from the barn being on
the side ofa hill, is nearly level with the greund. A fluor ruus
lengthwise through the barn on this story, and the hay and the
other articles are pitched downward into the bays on cach side.
~The barn is capable of containing two hundred ions of hay,
and it is so disposed that scarcely any of it has tv be raised
highor than the wagon from which itis thrown.  Only two
hands are necessary to unload-—ono to pitch off, aund one to
keep the mow level, thus saving a great amount of labor, com-
pared with what is required in barns of common construction.

The apartments for the cattlo are complete.—The walls,
which are of very solid stone.work, are plastered and though
cool in summer, we should suppose they would be so warm in
winter that no frost would be found there; windows in each
side permit free ventilation.  The fodder is thrown into racks
for the stock from the ¢ feeding floor” in the second story. In
front of the racks are mangers to catch any stiaws that drop
from the racks, as the fodder is pulled out by the animals. An
open space is left between tho racks and mangers, which
allows the animals ready access to fresh air, prevents the huy
in the racks from being made unpalatable by their breath, and
gives room also to slip in boxes, when it is wished to feed with
slops or roots.—The man who had charge ofthe stock said he
could feed and take care of 2 hundred animals in this barn, with
less labour than he could manage twenty in any other barn he
ever snw. The cattle stand on a platform with a gentle slope,
which renders it easicr to keep them clean anddry.  The cows
aro tied with chains around the neck, and are always milked
in their stalls, summer and winter.  They aro milked exactly
at fixed times,  So punctual are the atiendants to this, that a
clock is kept in the appartment and the herdsman told us at
what moment the cows would be in their places.

The barnyard is so contrived that none of the manure is
wasted, It is kept littered with straw and such waste matters
as can be procured, and the manure from the stalls is made into
compost with that in the yard, mised with muck, and is not
used until it has become fine by decomposition.—.Im. paper.

——

RESEARCHES ON MAGNETISM.
From the Wesiminster Review.

The nineteonth century is remarkable for triumphs of science,
enterprise, and perseverance over great and acknowledged
difficultics, and for the solution of problems, practical and the.
oretical, sought in vain, or dospaired of in former ages. But
rapid and “triumphant as is the march of science, it is at the
same time so gradual, so imperceptible, that we cease to won.
der ‘at facts, which, but a few short years back, would have
been regarded as little short of miraculous. The steps by
which we advance are so numerous, that we do not note the
height to whick we have climbed, until we tura to gaze behind
us < the stone is hollowed, and we do not count tl » water-drops
which have worn it away. Nor can the attentive observer of
the advance of physical science in our day fail to remark the
effoct of this progress upon the humanmind. ‘The obstinate re-
fusal to receive and acknowledge scientific truths deereases with
proportionato rapidity, and the ‘philosopher, whe, in his labora.-
tory, successfully interrogates Nature, is no Jongor listened to
with incredulity, nor pointed at with scorn. Tf, indeed, any com-
plaint can be made against the present tendency of public opin-
ion in this matter, it is that the current hasset in an entirely op-
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posite direction,—it is that tho reaction from the wdiffsrence and
obstinacy of past ages carries us to the other extreme, and
leads to the formetion of great anticipations from trudhing, in-
significant, and insufficien: data.  But, comparatively speaking,
this is of little importance—it is an crror on tho rght side ;
time, the great leveller, will suon separate the grain trom the
husk ; discoveries of real importance will remam as permanent
additions to our knuwledge, while ill-tounded anticipations and
theories will incvitably Le buned m oblivion, or only bo re-
membered as examples of human fullibihity, * to point a moral,
or adorn a tale.”

Magnotisin has, equally with other departments of physical
science, been distinguished for thus rapid onward progress.
Scarcely a quarter of a century back, all magnetic instruments,
with the exception of the marmers’ compass, were but philo.
sophic toys. Since that period, however, the correlation of the
two forces, magnetism and electricity, has not only been clearly
proved, but has likewise been taken advantage of in the con-
struction of an instrument, certainly one of the wonders of the
age, by which tme and spaco arc almost annihilated—wo
allude to the electric telegraph; and, more recently stil}, the
persevering researches of our iilustrious countryman, Dr.
Faraday, have led to the discovery of the intimate connexion
existing between this force and another of the imponderables
—Ilight; and shown to us, moreover, the real nature of the
action exercised by magnetism over all matter,—a problem
whose sulution has been in vain attempted at difforent poriods
hy the most distimguished philosophers. The now fields of
science thus upened to us, promise an ample harvest of disco-
verics—discoveries the more hkely to tollow, from the cager-
ness with which the necessanly brief announcements in some
of our public journals have been every whero received, and the
remarkable colerity with which the exporiments have been
tested and verificd in all parts of the Continent.

The attractive power exerted by the loadstone over iron,
appears to hav: been known in times of very remote antiquity.
It is mentioned by Homer, Pythagoras, Aristotle, Euripides,
and Pling. The latter author, indeed, seems further to have
been acquainted with the property of induction, or the power
possessed by the loadstone of communicating its virtue to iron
placed in its immediate vicinity ; for he mentions the fact that
an iron ring, supported hy a loadstone, will in its turn sustain
the weight of another. But although it thus appears clear that
these two phenomena were known, yet its directive power or
polarity, that is to say, its property of pointing north and south,
seems to belong to a later date.  True, it is generally asserted
that the Chinese were acquainted with, and took advantage of;
this directive power from a very early period. Ina work en-
titled « General History of China,” by P. Duhalde, the following
passage occurs. Speaking of some ambassadors, the autbor
says i—

“ After they had their audience of leave in order to return to
their own country, Tchcon-INong gave them an instrument,
which on onc side pointed to the north, and the opposite side
to the south, to direct them better on their way home than they
had been directed in coming to China. The instrument was
called Tchi-Nan, which is the sume as the Chinese now give
to the sea-compass; and this has given occasion to think that
‘Tcheon-Kong was the inventor of the compass.  This happen-
ed in the 22d cycle, more than 1040 years betore the Christian
era.”

In further support of this assertion, Dr. Gilbert afiirms that
Paulus Venetus brought the compass to Italy trom China, in
the year 1260. But, unfortunately tor this assertion, it is clear
from many authors that the compass was in use in Europe in
the twelfth century. Cardinal James de Vitri, who flourished
about the year 1200, mentions the magneuc needie his * His.
tory of Jerusalem,” and he adds, that it was of indispensable
atility to these who travelled by sea. In an old French poem,
entitied * La Bible Guio,” still extant in the Royal Library at
Paris, allusion is cvidently made to the magnetic needle. Its
author was Guiot de Provence, who lived at the latter part of
the twelfih century. The passage is so remarkable, that we
are tempted to subjoin a translation :— ] .

“Fhis (the pole's star dues not move, and they (the mariners)
have an art which cannot fail by virtuc of the magnet—an ugly,
brownish stone, to which iron adheres of its own accord.
They look to tho right point, and when they havo touched a

(3
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needlo, and fixed it on a bit of straw lengthwiso, oxactly in the
middle, the straw keeping it up, the point turns straight and
unerringly towards the star. When the night is so darlt and
gloomy that you can necither sco star nor moon, they bring a
light to the needle : may they not then assuro themselves of
tho situation of the star hy the directio.: of the point? ‘Thus,
the mariner is enabled to keep the proper course. It is an art
which cannot deceive.”

Wo think there can be no question, from the whole of this
singular passage, that the compass is clearly referred to.

——g—t———

HE MISTOOK THE LIGHT!

Al! thatisstrange ! And what wasthe consequence? Why,
the Jargest steamsinip in the world, with a rich cargo, and 2 com-
* pany of three hundred souls on board, was wrecked, in a dark
and stormy night, on the most dangerous part of the coast of
Ireland ! The noble ship, which cost upwards a millio. of dollars,
left her port that very afiernoon in fine trim, and with every
prospect of a safe and speedy voyage, 8nl at ninc o’clock she was
thumping upon the rocks—the sea breaking over her with terrific
violence, threatening to send people, ship and cargo to instant
destruction !

But how could they misteke the light? Were the captain and
his officers on the lookout? Yes. Was the chart (or map of the
coast) closely examined? Yes. Was the compass all right?
Yes.  And were the common precautions taken to keep the ship
on her proper course? Yes; all this wasdone,

How then could she have met such a sad disaster? Wiy,
because a light which was not noted on the chart, and the Cap-
tain was deceived by it! He mistook it for anotherlight that was
an the chart, and so when he supposed he was running out to sea,
he was really running in upon the breakers! How great a mis.
take, and how terrible the consequences !

Every reader of the Youth’s Penny Gazetteis sailing on a
more hazardous voyage than the Great Britain attempted, and has
the command of a nobler vessel and a richer freigﬁt than hera.
Yes, richer than all the weasures ofthe world!  Thousands of
plans are laid to mislead and divert him from his course. False
lights are purposely held out to betray him, and tides and currents,
of almost resistless power, set against him from every point of the
compass? Wil he steer clear of them all?  Shall we see him
nush out into the broad sea, with a bright sky, a fair wind, and
sailsall sct for the desired haven? Will he accomplish the voyage,
and his fears and perils be all exchanged for the tranquility and
joy of a happy home?

It will depend on two things. 1st. Whether he has the true
chartand takesgood heed to it. ~ It is shown asthe H olyScriptures
and it lays down the position of every light on the voyage; and,
he may be sure that any light that is not found on that chart is
to be shunned. 2nd. Whether he commits himself'and the whole
direction of the voyage to Him whose footsteps are o, the sea, and
who rides upon the wings of the wind. No onc ever pu* his
trust in Him and was confounded.

Farewell then, young voyager! Be sober—be vigilant—keep
your chart always spread out before you, and daily ask Him, to
whose direction you have commitied the voyage, what course He
would have you this day to steer.— Y. P. Gazette,
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DIFFERENCE OF RACES.

The boast of superior blood is one of the silliest forms of pride,
and betrays.no great consciousness of moral worth. Those who
are prone to generalise rashly in favour of their prejudices, readily
ascribe every virtue under heaven to their own happy tempera-
ment, to the credit of which they place the fruits of all other ad-
vantages. Surely the English peop'e, to whom Providence has
given, for its own gracious purposes, a predominant power in the
carth, arising chiefly from their free institutions and scriptural re-
ligion, with their concormitants,—industrial habitsand commercial
prosperity—may well despise such childish vaunting. They are
now a great and glorious people; but what were they once? It
is wise for us occasionally to look back. Sir James Macintosh
thus describes our ancestors in the eleventh century :—

«We gather a few particulars of the sufferings and degradation
of the Saxons from a sermon by Lupus, a Saxon bishop. Such
15 their (the Danes) valour, that one of them will put ten of us to
flight ; two or three will drive a troop of captive Christiamy from
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sea to vea. ‘They seize the wives and daughters of our thanes,
and violate them before the chicltain’s face. The slave of yester-
day hecomes the master of his lord ta-day.  Soldiers, famine,
flames, and blood surround us. ‘The poor are sold far out of their
land for fureign stavery. Children in their cradles are sold for
slaves by an atrocious violation of the law.’-—Wo should more
pity these miserics, if we did not bear in mind the previous mas-
sacre of the Scandinavians. . ., . . But in contests beiween
beasts of prey, it is hard to select an object of compassion.  Let
those who consider any tribes of men as irreclaimable barbarians,
call to mind that the Danes and Saxons, of whose cruelties a
small specimen has beon given, were the progenitors of thuse who,
in Scandinavia, in Normandy, in Britain, and in America, are
now among the most industrions, intelligent, orderly and humane
of the duwellers upon earth.”” (History of England, vol. i. p. 60.)

Certainly the blood which, S00 years agv, tamely endured the
basest honds aud the most maddening indignities, cannot be the
causa of that superiority aboutswhich « The Times” commissioner’
has been lately venting such impertinent puerilities.

Among the circumstances which modily national character,
climate 1s too much overlooked. Mountaincershave alwoys clung
heroically to liberty and independence ; while in flat countries—
where man’s blood stagnates like their rivers—little has been done
to win human rights or maintain them, except by commercial
cities, where trade, flourishing only in freedom, naturally generates
sel-reliance. Take the most unresisting and phlegmatic Saxon
population, who merely vegetate in & dull atmosphere on rich low§
lands, and place them among the Alpine, Caledonian, or Cambrian
mountains, and think what the temperament oftheir grandchildren
will become ! Cold, wet and hunger, may in many cases, harden
their features, and stunt their figures ; plodding industry and the
mechanica] skill which results from always doing one thing, and
thinking of nothing eise, will undoubtedly give place to irregular
exertions, impulsive movements, impetuous efforts, a love of
boisterous pleasure and wild excitement, and the lazy habit of
living for the hour, without pondering much on the rainy day.
But then there will be the bold spirit of independent individuality,
a temperament, poetic, mystic, enthusiastic, courageous, combined
with that strong attachment to places, and to all the names, that,
in past ages, made those places holy and renowned, which
characterise the Aighlander of every country, and of every race.—
Eclectic Review.

Rexzuper Tue Sapsatu.—Tho atantic stcamboat, whoso melancholy
fato has been announced, was, on the Sahbath of the week in which she
was loet, hauled up on the dry dock at Now.York, and part of the consecrat-
cd dsy war spent in_cifecting some rcpaire; on the evening of the same
day, in defance of God's prohibition, she left New-York far Connecticut,
and, in allempting to make her return passage she was Jost, with a
propertion of her crew and passcngers. Her owners, rather than lose a
single trip, violated tho Sabbath, and now the object of their pride will never
again be the unconscious instrument of Sabbath desecration. We are not
disposed to cry out * a judgement”® on overy calamitous cvent, butcertainly
the parties cuncerned would have had a better insurance for their propertyif
tacy had been obedient to God's commandments.—N. Y. Presbyterian,

APPLES OF GOLD.

** For God so lovad the world that he gave his on'y begotten Son, that who-
socver beheveth in him should not perish but fiave everlasting life.  For
God scnt not his son into the world to condemin the world, but that the
world through him might be sgved. He that believeth on him is not
condemned. John ii. 16—18.

O that these truly precious words were ever warmly impressed on
our hearts ; that they were our Jast thoughts at night, and the first at
our waking in the morning ; and that they were improved in sush 2
manner as to make our dying bed easy in the evening of our life, and
1o ensure our rising with gladness in the morning of the resurrection !
And what more blessed and delightful meditations can I daily dwell
upon than to think thus: God has loved me, even me, when I was his
enemy s and 50 loved me, that he gave me his only Son! Bless me
with faith in Christ, then Christ is mine, and all things are mine; 1
Cor. jit. 21 ; for « He that spared not his own Son, but dejivered him
up for us all § how shall he not with him also freely give us all things 1
Rom. viii. 32, He will never suffer 2 belicving soul to perish; he
has Fassed his word for it. It is he that says, < T shall nct perish, I
shall not be condemned,” but have everlasting life, if I believe. This
will I build and depend upon to my last moments, as upon snimmoves
able rock. Amen and Amen,

Oh! fur this wuvo let earth and skics
With hallclujahs ring !

And tho full choir of human tongues
Al} hallelujahs sing ¢
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SCRIPTURE ILLUSTRATION,

THE EAGLE.

The sight of the Eagle is oxtremely piercing and powerful,
insomuch that the peculinrity has become proverbial, ‘Uhis
great power of vision is necessary to enable it to espy its prey
from the inaccessible mountain summits where it makes its
nest, and the great heights to which it often sours in the air in
order probably to obtain a wide field of view. It has even been
affirmed that the Eagle can gaze steadily at the sun in his
splendour; b t whether truly or not, we cannot say. When
the Eagle has marked his prey, he descends upon it with ex.
treme rapidity, describing a hind of curved hne in the air, which
is said to be the direction of greatest velocity, and strikes it with
unerring precision. His great strength enables him to carry off
lambs and othor small animals, and even in some cases children;
and in dofending his nest he manifests great resolution, striking
with his wings so powerfully as even to break a man’s leg by
the stroke. There are many bheautiful allusions to the Eaglo
in scripture, particularly that in Dout. xsxii. 11. 'The remarks
on which we copy from the Pictorinl Bible.

“ As an cagle stirrcth up her nest.”—Deat. xxxii. 11.

This most beautiful figuro obviously refers to the first attempts
of the parent cagle to teach her young to fly. She rouses them
‘early tc exertion, and to the exercise of their energies; sho
‘'watches and directs, with interest and care, the first efforts to
fly ; and, when finally assured that their powers are sufficiently
matured, obliges them to leave the parent nest, and provide for
themselves, in future, From this caro of them while helpless,
and to this careful training to exertion, the text takes its flue
comparison, to illustrate the Lord’s kindness to the iehrews,
his carc for them, and the measurés hé had taken to raise them
from that condition of religious, moral, and intellectual infancy
into which they had fallen. Thus, to paraphrase ihe text, the
eagle ¢ stirreth up her brood” (“nest”) from their iractivity
a:g sloth—¢ fluttereth over her young,” to incite them to try
their wings—and * spreadeth abroad her wings, taketh them,
beareth them, on her wings;” that is, assists hy ber wings
their first faint and feeblo efforts, until, stimulated Ly her ex.
ample, and rendered confident by the success of their first at-
tempts, they at last plunge boldly into the air, and, exulting in
strength, return to the nest of infancy no more. We lelieve
the expression, * beareth them on her wings,” must thus be
understood ; for whilst the cagle may doubitless assist her young
in their first efforts, and cven support them with her wings
when weary or in danger of falling, there seems no sufficient
evidence for the story which states that the mother cagle takes
the young upon her back, and, souring up, throws them oft’ in
the higher regions of the air ; where, if she pereeives thatthey
are unable to sustain themscives, she, with surprising dexterity,
flies under them, and receives them on her wings to prevent
their fall. That sh 1 -~ this literally, we may doubt; but
unquestionably she aves, in their first exercises, support and
assist the young birds so rematkably as to afford some ground
to the exaggerations which we find in the works of the old
naturalists and travellers.
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LOWER CANADA LUNATIC ASYLUM.

On Sunday last we visited the Temporary Lunatic Asylum at Beau-
port, in company with one of the medical attendants of the establishe
ment, we atrived there while the inmates were at Divine Service.
Without prejudice to our sane neighbours we must avow that a more
attentive congregation we have never witnessed.  The poor creatures
seemed to be fully impressed with the solemn object of their attendance,
and the restlassness of their diordered natures, was, throughout ths
period of the duration of woiship, fully subdued. They knelt at the
zppeal to prayer, with one zccord, and when the preacher called upon
them to upraise their voices in sacred melody to the throne of giace
all stood erect, and swelled the choir of harmonious praise.

The success of this establishment is worthy of remark. But four-
teen months have elapsed since it first went into operation, and during
that period no less a nwmber than twenty-seven patients have been
discharg~d, cured or greatly relieved.  Of these two cases are particu-
larly deserving of mention.  They were madmen who had been trans~
ferred from the General Hospital to the Asylum. One of them had
heen in the former institution fourteen years, the other eleven, and,
we understand that both have resumed their station in life. Ons is a
school-master in u neighbouring parish, the other has become the sup-
porter of his family, aud works as a daily labourer. .

This happy result is highly gratifying, both to those who humanely
brought into existence so desirable an institution, and to the gentlemen
under whose skilful auspices it has heen the means of working such
great good. Ry far the larger number of patients are confirmed ma-
niacs ; individuals long and hopelessly bereft of intellect. Had the
cases been all of recent standing the success already attained would
doubtless have been still more satisfactory.

The internal economy of the Beauport Asylum is of the most com-
mendable character. The comfort of the patients is most carefully
attended to, and their wants and fancies most sedulously provided for
by the visiting physicians, ably aided by the excelient and kind-heart-
ed superintendent, Mr. Wakcham, and his wife, the matron. Its
cleanliness is most conspicnous, and an air of cheerfulness—such
cheerfulness as can alone be looked for in an institution of the kind—
is appatent throughout. The utmost liberty is allowed, consistent
with a due regard to safety. The food is of the bect description, and
properly varied, and while a thorough ventilation is maintained, the
most chilly visitor would not complain of want of heat.

During " the summer season as much out-door exercise and prome-
nading as the patients desire is granted to them under the surveillance
of their kecpers, and rarely has the confidence reposed in the poor
creatures been abused. 1In the winter evenings they are encouraged
to amuse themselves in dancing, and the enjoyment of music, and their
Terpsichorean displays are to the full as joyous in their character and
as pleasing to the performers as any sowree dunsanfe among our haut lon.

nsiitutions such as this are truly a credit to any country, and can-
not be too strenuously supported.

The number of patients now at Beauport is 122.— Quebec Mercury.

MECHANICS’ INSTITUTES.

We have great pleasure in calling the eamest attention of our
readers to the Mechanics® Institute of Montreal, incorporated, during
the last session, by act of parliament. This society, carried on by
the exertions, for several years in succession, of a smali number of
the intelligent atificers of the city—to whom, for their untiring zeal,
the thanks of the community are due—is now assuming such a posi-
tion as will demand and obtain the support hitherto withheld, or but
scantily supplied. Its numbers are rapidly increasing, its vital impor-
tance daily becoming more apparent ; still, like all other institulions,
itis but in its infancy ; hence, as public journalists, we feel bound to
urge upon all classes of the community, to foster its growth by sub-
scriptions, by donations of hooks, instruments, specimens of ast, or the
natural productions of our country, and for the following, amongst
many other cogent reasons. Fhe day is not far distant when this
comnitry must manufacture. Is it not, then, necessary, to a successful
commencement of such undertakings, that our mechanics should be
well informed on all matters connected therewith? The railroad
system of internal communication ; is it not of the greatest importance
that our engineers and persons connected with the charge of the loco~
motive engines and cartiages, should have a thorough knowledge of
the power they are directing and using? Need we now repeat, that
owing 1o the ahsence of sound knowledge in these matters, hundreds
o1 fives have been already lost, either on railroads or in steam boats?
N, the cases ar~ too humerons and too well established to require it.

' The Mechanics’ Institute is the engincer’s college ; itisin the lecture

toom that the theory of his craft is explained to him, which, in the
shop, he so happhy learns to practise ; it is, again we say, in the lec-
ture room that he hears recounted the experiments on the features of
his profession or business; he has explained to him, in Janguage clear
and cortise, the causes of failure, and the incidents which led to the
invention.  The lecture room is, of all, the most popular medium of
conveying information ; at once the best adapted and most convenient
for the wants of the particular class of persons for whom it is estab-
lished. The mechonic, wearied with his day’s work, has little time
ot inclination for deep study, but a lecture, illustrated - by.modeis and
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holy Scriptures have so beautifully oxprossed it—‘an honest
man is the noblest work of Ged.’ ”

One of our own city editors, Ainisclf a clergyman, too, refers
to Daniel as having persccuted the saints before he became a
Clristian,

The last caso I shall give is taken from Waddy Thompson’s
recollections of Mexico, in which, speaking of the hospital of
Lazarus, he says: “The inmaies would have rivallod, in sores
d rags, the brother of Mary and Martha,”

How many of theso men read their Bible 7
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aliracts his attention and secures him the possession of
much and highly prized information. Not only in this point of view
is it valuable, but as a resource against idlenessisit to be encouraged,
as the good conduct or dissolute habits of the mechanics—the larger
oftion of a city’s inhabitants—very materially affect the well being

hereof.~—Gazclie.

experiments,

e————

CHEMICAL MIRACLES.

At the Court of the Duke of Brunswick, Professor Beyruss ,an
promised that, during dinner, his coat should hecome red; and, |
to the wm zement of the prince and his other guests, it actually |
became of that colour. M. Vogel, who relates the fact, does |
not reveal the secret made use of by Bevruss; but he obaserves, .
that, by pouring lime-water on the juice of the beetroot a colour-
less liquid is obtained 3 and that a piece of cloth steeped in this
Iiquid and quickly dried, becomes red in a few hours, simply by
contact with the airj and further, that the effect is acelerated in
an apartment where champagne and other wines are plentifully \icted fifteon times, and as ofton committed to jail. He found
poured out. It has been proved, by recent experiinents, that poe ! O
waal dyed by orchil of a violet colour, ar stained bluc by the |
acidulated sulphate of indigo, in a bath of hydro sulphuric acid, |
becomes colourless, yet resumes the blue or the violent colour on  The governor remarked: *“ When he came to my room ) | Shsd,
exposure to the free air, Either cxplanation applies to the '+ My Uoy, I am your friend from this moment, 1 will take you
n.xo‘dem fact, and indicates the possibility of reviving ancieut pro- 'to the chaplain, and he will be your fricnd ;> and together they
digies; it also discovers the manner in which, amidst flanting | prayed for that boy's conversion. He never displayed, during
torches and smoaking incensc, in the sanctuarics of Pulytheism, the two years he was in confinement, the slightest opposition
the veil concealing the sacred things may have been scen 10 | o the will of the governor, who had thus acted kindly towards

ot —

THE POWER OF KINDNESS,

At the London Sunday School Union Aunivongry; ono of
: « -

the speakers said
The governor of the Reformatory in the Islo of Wight, told
me that there came into that prison a boy that had béen con-

[ Jo—
*

o Law and terrers do but harden
All tho while they work alone.”

change from white to a blood-red hue, and which spectacle was
considered as the presap2 of frightful disasters.  Blood, builing on
the altars, or upon the marbles, or in the vases of the temples,
was also indicative of peril and calamity.  In Provence, in the
sixteenth century, when a consecrated phial filled with the blood
of St. Magialene, in a solid state, was placed near her pretended
head, the blood hecame liquid, and suddenly boiled. The same
phenomenon was exhibited in the cathedral of Avellino, with the
blood of St. Lawrence ; and also at Bisseglin, with that of St.
Pantaleon, aad of two other martyrs.  In the present day, at an
annual public ceremony at Naples, some of the blood of St. Ja-
naurius, collected and dried centuries ogo, became spontaneoutly
liquified, and rises n a boiling state to the top of the phial that
encloses it.  These phenomend may be produced by reddening
sulphuric ether with orcanette (encsma, Lina.), and mixing the
tincture with spermaceti.  This perparation, at ten degrees above
the freezing pownt (centigrade) remains condensed, but melts and
boils at twenty.  To raise it to this temperature, it is only nece-
sary to hold the phial which contains it in the hand for some time.
—Dr. 4. T. Thomsons Philosophy of Magic.

BIBLE READING OF PUBLIC CHARACTERS.

Lord Kenyon, who understood law rather better than the
Gospel, closcd one ofhis charges toa jury as follows : « Finally,
gentlemen, I would call your attention to the example of the
Roman Emperor Julian, who was so distinguished for the prac-
tice of every Christian virtue, that he was called Julian the
Jpostle.” ’

But wo need not leave our country (remarks Cist’s Adver-
tiser) for similar examples. Among our legislators we find
Mr. Hoge, @ member of Congress from Illinois, in the course
of debate, quoting the following lines as coming from the Bible :

* While tho lamp holds out to burn,
‘The wilcst sinner mmay retumn.”

And Col. Benton, in the Senate, spoke of our Saviour having
cast seven devils out of a certain man, and of the devils taking
possession of the swine who ran violently into tho sea and
perished. Two members of a State Legislature, at the close
of the session, addressed a circular to their constituents: * We
hope the course we have pursued, and the votes we have given,
will meet your approbation. 'We hope you will say to us, as
Nathan said to David, * Well done geod and faithful servants.””

s Mr. Speaker.”’ said a member of a legislative body, car-
nestly opposing a measure betore the house, « Mr. Speaker, I
would no more vote for that measure, than I would fall down
and worship the golden calf that Abraham made.”

& Mr. Speaker,” said another member, it was not Abraham
that made tho golden calf, it was Nebuchadnezzar.”

An editor of onc of our newspapers, when giving an ordinary
natice of a worthy man, remarked, * we may say of him, asthe

him. Sece what kindness can do! ‘The time of his imprison-
ment was over, and the governor told him thathe had no longer
power to keep him—that the duors wero open. The boy stood
at the door from morning till night, ar.d said, “let me entreat
you to keep me in prison.” So great had been the power of
Christian kindness over him.

I will mention another case, relating to a poor girl in a rag.
gew school ; and I trust that it will not be thought improper to
refer to myselfin corroboration of a fact. When I went to visit
the poor girl, the neighbourhved in which she lived was so
thoroughly bad, that it was imprudent to go without a friend.
That girl, however, was onc of the first.fruits of Christian
kindness in the ragged school. She joined the Church of Christ
end under decp affliction was taken to one of the hoepitals.
On her leaving it, the sister of the ward remarked to a friend,
« [ am sorry that Mary is going to leave us.”  On inquiring the
reason, she replied, * When the ward door was shut at night
andwno one permitted to come in, Mary read the Bible, and
then knelt down and commended us all to the goodness of God.
She went to every dying person, and tried to point them to the
Saviour.” There have been girls in the school, who, when
they first entered, would put one arm around your neck, and
then, with the other hund, havo abstracted a coin from your
pocket ; and yet they have been reclaimed.

!
i
!

Daxagas or Guy Corrox.—The Manchester Guardian says—* The sim.
ple und mexpensive means by which cotton-—an article of which any boy in
Manchester niy get a handiul for asking—may be converted into a danger.
ous cxplosive substance, has led many young men in this town to try expe.
aments with it, in ignorance of some of 1ts peculiar and most perilous quali.
tics, and we are, therefcre, demrous to cautiun such persons against trying
experiments with it until they are more familiar with its singular properties.
‘Piic ather day we noticed tite bursting of a gun with a charge of eighty-threo
grums of gun.cotton, and we mention an expenment tnied in this immediate
ncighbourhood tho other day, showing that one-fourth of this weight of the
gun.colion 13 an ample charge for an ordinary fowling-picee. Twenty grains
of gun.cotton (which is abutt cquivalent in bulk to an ordinary chargs of

unpowder) in & gun of the usual construction and average bore, druve the

all ut a distance of fifty-yards, through threc boards, euci an inch o thick-
ness, and also through a” threc.inch plank—(these planks being reared up
together)—and the ball was quite flattcned against a brick wall about three
inches behind the lust plank.  This shows tho tremendous projectile force of
the gun.cotton, when properly prepared ; and the danger that must resuit
rom what, though a small quantity and wclght of the cotton, isktill an over.
charge. Another pend should be mentioned as a cautwn to youth. The
cotton docs not need actua! vontact of flame, or even with a spark, to ignite
it, but explodes on reachung a comparatively low teumperature, as may be as.
cortained by placing a small quantity on the warm hob of a grate, out of the
{ mnflucnce of the flames,  In one mstance, an cgperimenter i this town held
some of the prepesed cotion in his hand before the fire, and it exploded and
burned his hand. The same result attends the holding a piece of the cotton
at a considerable height above a gus-light,  1texplodcs when held more than
a yard above the top of the flame, It may cven be spun into calico, and yet
retain its explosive power. . : .

A WasTEruL FoLLv.—Itis estimated that the amount expended in New-
York city, annually, for cigars alone, is nat less than $730,000.
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SELECTIONS.

Rooxs Foxp or Man,—The desire for nearness to human habi~
fations is sometimes singularly manifested by the rook. Some have
been known to build on the tops of the weather-cocks, as was the
case in Newcastle, in Welborne, and other places.  Vast nambers of
rooks inade their dwellings in the ancient walls of Windsor Castle,
trusting to the immunities secured hy the vicinity of royalty, and
laying undec contribution the wile domain of that rich pait ot Herk-
shire. The extensive tepairs undertaken by George IV . led to the
expulsion of the rooks trom their castellated liomes, though large
rookeries are yet abundant in the vicinity of the castle.” These
rookerjes are not increased by the influx of birds from other settle-
ments, the laws of these republics being mast rigid in the exclusion
of foreigners. No sooner does a stranger attempt to settle in an old
colony than he is funiously attacked and beaten by the natives. A
rook wishing to change lus home, must, therefore, retire intc salitude,
eondfruct a ?onely nest, and hecome the founder of a new colony. No
opposition is ever made to the settlement of the young broodsin the
rookery, but these frequently depart in flocks to form small rook states
in the neighbouring trees. "The fondness shown by the rooks for their
nests does not keep the hirds to their lofty homes” through the year:
after the young have flown, the rookery is for a time deserted, hoth
old and young preferning the freedom of the fields and woods to the
limits of their settlement. In this respect we may liken the rooks to
those wild Indian tribes who pass one period of the year in their wig-
wams, and the remainder m the hunting-grounds,

Lisraries.—The famous Bodleian hibrary of Oxford contains be-
tween 400,600 and 500,000 volumes. Five of the great Enclish
libraries are entitled to receive a copy each of all the publications
eutered at Stationers’ Hall. S-me others once enjoyed the privilege,
but now receive instead a stipulated sum from the government, in
some cases as much as $3000 per annuin.  Still so much trash is
accumulated that the gift of books 1s regarded rather as a burdon than
a favour ; sometimes the wish is expressed that no new books may
be offered,or money to purchase books, so much are the hbrary edilices
straitened for room. ‘T'he Directors of the Bntish Museum have or-
dered the purchase of every American hook and publication of every
kind, including pamphlets, sermons, school tuoks, chilarens® books,
&ec.  Sir Walter Scott’s library of 15,000 volumes at Abbottsford re-
mains unembarrassed and undistutbed as the property of his heirs; a
catalogue has lately been published in twvo volumes. It is now ex-
tremely difficult to procure his autograph, and a volume containing
it wouﬁi be eagerly purchased.—Cong. Jour.

A late number of Hunt’s Merchants® Magazine, an American
periodical, contains an interesling memuir of the Late Gideon Lee,
from which we derive the following anecdote, illustrative of his own
fair dealings, and of the usual effects of trickery in trade. No man
more thoroughly despised dishonesty than Mr. Lee ; and he used to
remark ¢ no trade cen be sound that is not beneficial to both parties :
to the buyer as well as to the seller. A man may ohtainatemporary
advuntage by selling an article for more than itis worth, butthe + 5y
effect of such operations must recoil on him in the shape of bad debts
and increased risks.”” A person with whom he had some transace
tions, once boasted to him that he had, upon one occasion, obtained
an advantage over such a neighhour, ¢ And to-day,” said he <1
have obtained one over yon.?? <« Well,” said Mr. Lee, ¢ that may
be, but if you wili promise never to enter my office again, I will give
i‘ou that bundle of goat-skins.”” The man promised, and took them.

ifteen years afterwards, he entered Mr. Lee’s office. At the in-
stant on seeing him, he exclaimed, ¢ You have violated your word ;
pay me for the goat skins.” ¢ I am quite poor, and have been very
unfortunate since,’ said the man. ¢ And you will always be poor :
that miserable desire for over-reaching others, must ever keep you
80,%” said Mr. Lee.

THERMOMETERS IN ScHOOL-Ro0Ms.—~ A thermometer should be kept
in every shool-room, and hung on the cool side of it. The proper
temperature should be determined by unchangeable laws, not by the
variabie feelings or caprice of any individual. ‘Without a thermometer
—if the teacher be habitnated to live in the open air; if he be healthy,
vigorous, and young; if he walk a mile or several miles to the schoo!;
and especially if he keep upon his feet during the school-hours—the
scholars will be drilled andscolded into aresignation to greatsuffer~
ing from cold. If,on the other hand,jthe teacher lead a scaentary lite,
xfiis health be feeble, or if he step into the school-room from a neigh -
bouring door, he will perhaps unconsciously create a little summer
about himself, and subject the children to a perilous transition in tem-
perature whenev.r they leave his tropical regions. In thisiway a
child’s lungs may get a wound in carly hfe which neither Cuba nor
the South of France can afterwards heal.—dmerican Report on the
Subject of School-Houscs.

aTtH~The lifc of man is the incessible walk of time, wherein
every moment is a step and pacc '~ death. Even our growing to per-
fection is a pingress to decay. Every thought we have is a sand run-
ning out of the glass of life. Every letter that 1 now write is some-
thing cut off fom the measure of my being here. When the affections
are glued to the world, death makes not a dissolution, but a fracture ;
and not only separates the soul but tears 1t away. So the pain and
the hazard are more. He is a happy man thatlivesso, as death at

all times may find him at leisure to die. It were a shame for me,
being @ Chrstian, and believing Heaven, to be afra:d of Temoying
from earth. In resolving this I'shall triumph over other casuaities.
All things that we fear here, we fear as steps that descend us towards
our graves, lowards nonexistence and deprivation. When we get the
victory ever this great terror, all the small ones are conquered in it.
Great citics once expunged, the dorps and villages will soon come in
of themselves.—Feltham,

Bisior JEweL.—When Bishop Jewel, by his laborious course of
life, had mnch impaited his hoall':, his friends, who could not but ob-
serve a senstble alteration inhis appearance, endeavoured to prevail on
him to relax from his incessant application, and to desist for a time, at
least, from pulpit services. He only replied to their frieuuly Temons
strances, by saying that ¢ a hishop should die preachivg.”” These
words were almost literally fultilled in his own case ; for, a short time
hefore his death, having promised to preach at Lacock, in Wiltshire,
he was deternfined to goj although a tfriend, who met him on the way,
strongl[v urged him to return home, telling him, that the people had
aclter lose one sermon than be altogether deprived of such a pastor,
The bistop eould not be prevailed upon to return, but proceeded fo the
place appointed, and there preached his last sermon, from Galatiens v.
16. ¢ Walk in the Spirit,’? which he was not able to finish without
great dilliculty. He died a few days after.

INTERFSTING ANECDOTES.—A colporteur had left Aix, in Provence,
with the intention of visitinga little village at some distance, where
he had succeeded in establishing some depots for bibles and tracts, and
tound some persons well disposed towards the gospel. Imperfectly
acquainted with his route, he travelled for some time without knowing
wheie he was, till he reached the centre of a forest, and knew not
whether to direct Jus course.  He mounted a slight elevation, and saw
a thatched cottage, to which he went to inquire his way. He found a
woman anl come children, and offered then: a New Testament. The
woman inquired what book that was? He replied, it was the Word
of God, and beean to read some verses. Her heart was speedily
touched by the truth which <he heard from the sacred volume. She
asked him for a copy, declaring that she wished to read it to her
family. He gave her what she wished, and accompanied it with
several controversial tracts, designed to destroy those prejudices which
still linked her to the Church of Rome, and departed, believing, from
what he had seen, that God had sent His truth home to her heatt.
‘% Some days ago,’ writes a colporteur, ¢ I saw a woman who, not
being able 1o read, yet always caniies the New Testament with her
under her arm, and asks every one she meets with to read a por* 3 of
it to her. Another woman, eighty-five years of age, gave me, the
other day,ten fsancs for the work of colportage. This woman is very
Eoor. he watches the cattle in the felds, and feeds on nothing but

lack bread during the day. She reads in the book of God the words
of 1})3rdOn, and the story of the love of her Divine Master, and her
faith is great.”— Edinburgh Witness.

ErrecTs oF THE ABSENCE 0F Sux aND Atr.—Dr. Moore, the elo~
quent and amiable author of ¢ The Use of the Body in Relation to
the Mind,” says—< A tadpole confined in darkness would never be~
come a frog, and an infant, being deprived of heaven’s fres light,
will only grow into a shapeless idiot, instead of a beauteous and rea-
sonable being.  Hence, in the deep dark gorges and ravines of the
Swiss Valais, where the disect sunshine scarcely reaches, the hideous
prevalence of critinaism startles the traveller. Itisa strange melan-
choly idiocy. Many critins are incapable of any articulate speech ;
some are deaf, some are blind, some labor under all these privations,
and all are misshapen in almosi every part of the hody. I believe
there is, in all places, a marked diflerence in the healthiness of
houses, according to their aspect with regard to the sun, and ihat
those are decidedly the healthiest, celeris paribus,in which all rooms
are, during some part of the day, fully exposed to direct light. It is
a well-known fact, epidemics attack the inhabitants of a shady side
of a strcet, and totally exempt those of the other side ; and even in
edemics, such as ague, the morbid infiuence is often thus partial in
its actions.

Fauine v ENGLAND 1¥ 1316.—Several periods of great scarcity
have occurred in England, but the most severe deasth that we find
recorded was that which happened in 1316. It began to he severely
felt in May, 1316, and proceeded to the ntmost extremity until after
the harvestin 1316, In July, 1316, the quarter of wheat rose to 30s.
(equal to 22, 10s.) and in August reached the enormous price of 40s.,
or 30l the quarter. A loaf of coarse bread, which was scarcely suf-
ficient to support a man for a single day, sold for fourpence, equal in
value {o 55. now. Wheat rose in Scotland at one time to the enor-
mous sum of 100s., equal to 745l the quarter of the p esent currency.
This dearth continued, but with mitigated severity, until after the
harvest of 1316 ; but great abundance returned in 1318. This famire
occasioned a prodigious mortality among the people, owing to the
want of proper food and the unwholesome substitutes. The rain set
in so early in 13135, and continued so violently that most of the seed
of that year perished in the ground ; the meadows were so inundated
that the hay crop of that year was almost utterly destroyed, .

The next Presidential candidates ought to be interrogated in regard
to the length of their messages. No man should be elected whase
message would exceed thtee or four columns.~—ZLowell Courier. . _;
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NEWS,

In the absence of arrivals from Britain we are of course destitute of

‘Transatlantic news. . L

The American Congress has now been five weeks in session without
doing anything important. The two chief objects at present before
them are the manner of conducting the war, and the raising of the
ways and means. [n the former question no progress has been made
in the latter, the only thing decided is, that the honse will not tax tea
or coffee according to the President’s recommerdation.

From the theatre of war there are no news of consequence. The
American forees 1o said to be concentrating on Victoria, ead Santa
Anua is said to be moving on Sultillo. Revolutions are reported in
some of the southern provinces of Mexico.

Ou; domestic news are uot of importance. The weather, though
volder than for some weeks previous, continues remarkably mild—and
Indian and Canadian predictions are not wanting that we are to have
no winter at all, at {east in the Canadian sense of the term.

The funcral of the Rev. C. Strong tosk place on Wednesday last,
and was attended by a very large body of mourners, among whom were
nearly all ““e Protestant ministers of this city. The services in the
American Church upon the occasion tzere attended by gve?' crowded
and deeply aflected congregation. We trust the touching description
then given of the departure and dying testimony of this good man,
will be embodied in some more permanent forin than newspaper para-

8u(?ue of the most respectable meetings ever held in Quebec, passed
spirited resolutiuns, on 'i‘hursdx. 7 lasty in favour of forming a company
forthwith to construct a telegraphic rine from Quebec to Halifax. ~ We
heartily wish this patriotic undertaking success.

MISCELLANEOUS. -

Deats rrox INTeserraNcE.—On Monday, an inquest was held on the
body of a young gietl named Campagne, 16 years of age, living in the Que-
bec Suburbs. flappears that she was the night before somewhat intoxi-
cated in company with a young man. Immediately after rising yesterda
morning she drank a small quantity of liquor, and then went again to bed,
where she was found in an hour after quitc dead, The verdict was,
& Death from intemgperance.”—Plot, .

Caixg,~—Statstics of crime in Moatreal during the past year show that
4376 offenders have passed through the hands of the City Police.  Of these
a large proportion were for light offences. ‘There is a decrease since last
year of 901.—1b. . . .

A HorricurLtoraL SocieTy has been established in Montreal, of which
M. Justice Day has been elected first President. .

InquesT.—~An inquest was held thiz morning on the body of Ellen Davis.
The deceased was found this morning, about 5 o’clock, in a yard in Artil-
lery street, half covercd with snow, by the police, who were attracted to
the spot by her cries.  They immediately procured a cariole, and removed
her to the statioa :n .he Parhament Buildings, which place she but just
reached when she expired. The Jury returnes o verdict of— Dicd fromn

inking and exposure.”
dnatl'xi‘%nursday ll)he 17th instant, Mr. William Johnson, senr., in Dawn,
aged something over 70 yeavs, went to the bush for the purpose of chop-

ing wood, and not returning at evening, search was made for him, when
Ee was found lying dead upon his face, his ax~ standing near him. The
Coroner’s Jury came to the concluston that he died of apoplexy.— Chatham

r. )

Gﬂ::nu.—A cool and deliberate murder was perpetrated in the town-
ship of Harwich on the eveniug of the 2lst ultimo. It appears that a
number of coloured p:rsons and others met for the purpose of enjoying
tiiemselves by dancing, &c , at the house of the deceased Austin Jetierson,
a coloured man, to celebrate the wedding of a young couple who had been
married on the Sunday previous, and whilst the party were amusing them-
selves, Austin Jefferson tuning hus violin, having just fini hed playing, was
shot b’y a ball from a rifle and instantly expired. 'The shot it appeared was
fired at the said Austin Jefferson by one Peter Davis, also a coloured man.
The ball entered near the nipple of the nﬁht breast, and passing through
the pencardium of the heart, entered the back bone. The shot was fited
from the outside through the window. Peter Davis then fled ; two ot the
party inside followed, and onc of them saw hum hasuly attempt to draw a
staple at tne door of his house, which was fastened, and then, as the door
did not yield quick enough, Davis ran to the window ; on this the party
called him by name, when he immediately fled through the woods. An
inquest was held on the hody ot Anstin Jeflerson on the 22nd, and adjourned
to the 23rd, before P P. Lacroix, Esq,, Coroner; verdic! of the jury, wil-
ful murder against Peter Davis.— 16, . .

REservep Acvs—The Canadn Guzette contains a Proclamationjan.
nouncing Her Majesty's assent to the following reserved Acts, passed dur-
ing the last Session of the Provineal Legislature :—* An Act to Incorpo-
rate a Company to extend the Great Western Railroad from Hamuiiton to
Toronto;? “ An Act to amend an Act passed in the eighth year of Her
Majesty’s Reign, intituled an Act to amend an Act passe'&- in the sixth year
of the Reign of His late Majesty King Willtam the Fourth, mtituled, an
Act to incorporate the City of Toronto and Lake Huron Railroad Com-

y3? ¢ An Act for erecting a Suspension Bridge over the Niagara River

at or near the Falls of Niagara;™ < An Act to sestore the rights of certain

rsons attainted for High Treasan ;" ¢ An Act to incorporate the Wolf

E;and, Kingston and Toronto Railroad Company;" “ An Act to incorpo-

rate the Peterboro’ and Port Hope Railway Company 3 *¢ An Act to incor-
porate the Montreal und Kingston Railway Company.—Econom:st.

Tsr Canapa_Codpany.—The Canada Land Company have resumed
their system of disposing of their lands on lease. They considered at one
time, says the Montreal Gazette, that they were parting with their lands
too rapidly, and sccordingly suspended it for about nine montbhs, returning
to the old system of cash instalments aud the payment of tho balance
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within five years. The resalt iwas that, after havi ng doubled the population
of the Huron District during the four years the leasing system was in cpe.
ration, a return to the old ono completely arrested the progress of settle-
ment, and produced a cumplete stagnation in the district.—Economist.

‘Tur Furrror ar Crtva.—The old Emperer {says the correspondent
of an Ameriean paper) 1s very feeble, and preparations are making for an
extensive native msurrection at his desth. A native Chincse Emperur is
desired by the masses of the Fcoplc, and the English are said to be looking
up a legrimate successor to the natve dynasty of Ming, which was over-
thrown by the mvasion of the Tartars in 1619, after having existed two
hundred and cighty-one years.—Tuon Kiwang, the name or numher b
which the present ilmperor 1y known, 1s the sixth Tartar sovercign of his
dynast \\ll‘uch has existed one hundred and ninety-reven years  He has
scvuuhnundrcd childeen, and the Pekine Gizette, the court journal, occa-
sionally contains accounts of viots or disturbances at the palace, arising
from {sputes amonyg the heirs as to who shall be the next Emperor, .One
of 1he Emperor’s sons was esposed in the Gazette lntely, for 2ltempling to
obtaim the U_own by bubery. It scems there is an electoral college, similar
tothe College ot Cardinals at Rome, by which the Emperor is chosen by bal-
lot, and the young Turtar Prince wasattempting to buy over the voles of
the members of this culiege, 1 antiipatiou of his futher's death. His ex«
pusure in the Gasette 15 a siniking evidence of the freedom of the press in
that country. The Gazette is tae oldest Jmpt‘r in the world, and is sup-~
poseil to have been commenced » veral bundred years before the discovery
of printing in E- rope.

‘Fhie United States brig of sear * Samers,” was capsized and sunk in &
few mmnutes, 1 a heavy equall from the north, on the 8th Dee., P.M, off
Green Island 3 there were 80 persons an buntd, of whom 93 perished ; eight
men went ashore on hen.coops, neor Vera Cruz, after having been in the
water 3V huuare, and wero taken pnsoncrs by the Mcxicans. Great crodit
18 duo te tic officurs and crews of the Eaglish, Freach, and Spanish ahips
of war lying at Sacnficiis. nad it st been for them o]l hands of the “ Som.
crs” would liave been lost.

J B. Goveu.—Every day wo iicar favorable reports from tho labors of
Mr. Gough in our city. “The happicst efticts cortainly were produced, The
Sough-skinued old winc.drinkers, nambers of them got quito stirred uf—
som: signed the pledge, others were half inclined to, and at any rate hauled
up for a ime. “Tho young ladics are determimed to follow Gourh's advice,
to save no wino on the waiter at New Years, but ts have tho pledge spread
out, so that cvery young man as ho comas in must look it fulr in the fuce?
‘That is not bad, is it 2—Aib. Patriot.

Moxteney, Dee. Ist.—The, Kentuckions and Mexicansare amusing them.
sclves with private warfare; a great number of Mexicans are #aid to have
been kiled. At Monterey at least 120 Amc. can soldiers and voluntcers
have desertew and gone over to the encmy. 7o son of tho Aleade js in
prisun and heavily ironed, awaiting his trial' by General Taylor, for tamper.
mg with the United States soldiers, and volunteers.  Accounts havo besn
recaived from General Worth up to the 27th Nov.—all was quict in that
quarter. .

Dreaopur. Scesg.—The * Natchez Conric,” in giving an account of the
sufferings of the woauded by tho colhwion of the sicamers * Maria” and
‘ Sultana,” says.—*Oue man would pray to the doctor to cut his throat,
anothicr that ho might be picreed to 1%c hearl and relieved of his excruciat.
mg pam, another that ho night be dispatehied in uny way, to quell the in.
cajcufvble agony that was consuming him. Shricks, groans, sobs, most
piercing, agomzing howls, were heard on cvery hand, from the 22 suffercrs
to whom he was munistering. ¢ Will T live, docter ? sard one man, from
whom neacly all tho skin was peuled. ¢ Y~u will die, sir ¢ 1i is perhaps
my duty to tcil you that you will die in un hoy~'~—¢ Well, I am sorry for it,*
smud he, *for I have a wife, and aged mother, wnd scveral childrend In an
hour ha was dead, and such were the suffering of every one of the poor
viclims.

Inp1ax Justics.—An Indian was reeently found ncar the plantation of
W. C, C, Marun, ot Rupides, lving on tus back. On cxamination, it wae
found that he had reccaved four stabs, in or near the heart. No marks of a
sencontre could be scen, and it appeared cvident that the poor fellow made
a voluntary surrender of fus life.  As tho tale runs, says the Alexandria
Democrat, the Indian killed fornesly resided in Avogelles. At a ball pla
there, he killed onc of lus tribe, znd was persuaded to fly from justice. H{
was pursued by a refative of the onc he kdled, and traced to the spot where
tus body was fuund.  When overtakcn, 1t is said, he made no resistance, but,
with Roman fortinade, barcd his bosom to lus unrelenting pursuer, and re-
ceved the fatal knife without a munnar ! When the assassin finished bis
work, he mounted lus pony and rode away, with the sang froid of Murat
when returning {rom a viclorious ficld.

ET R

There being fese transaclions sn imported goods or produce, and no change
to notc sinco our last, we owit the usual prices current.
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