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REPORT OF THE COUNCIL
OF THE

LITERARY AND HISTORICAL SOCIETY
OF

QUEBE C,
AT THE GENERAL ANNUAL MEETING,

lltll JANUARY, 1854.

Tho Council in resigning their trust have the honor of 
laying before the Society the usual Annual Report, reviewing 
the principal subjects which have more immediately marked 
the proceedings and operations of the Society during the 
year just expired.

Amongst the more prominent of these, the Council beg 
leave to advert to the efforts lately made towards obtaining a 
permanent residence, suitable to the increasing exigencies of 
the Society : The want of such a building has never at any 
previous period been so severely felt ; for, on account of the 
increase of accommodation required by the Legislature, the 
three apartments hitherto occupied by the Society are now 
reduced to two rooms—in one of which the Library and 
Museum are crowded together.

The other is only temporarily occupied, being very small, 
aud (except during the recess of Parliament) most inconve­
nient of access. On some occasions indeed, the Society has 
been under the necessity of holding its meetings at some 
public Hotel in this City. It is therefore a matter of painful 
regret to know that after 28 years’ existence, the Society has 
not yet been enabled to procure a suitable edifice for the prose­
cution of its labours.
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The Council would here venture to observe that in Europe, 
institutions of a similar nature are either sustained by the 
State, or their permanent existence and support amply pro­
vided for by the munificence of generous donors and patrons, 
whilst in the Colonies kindred associations are left to struggle 
unaided against numerous difficulties, and too frequently perish 
for want of those resources and that encouragement, which 
elsewhere build up such institutions and foster the zeal and 
devotedness of their members.

With these facts in mind, the Council applied to the Officers 
of the Board of Ordnance for the free grant of a lot of ground, 
in a central part of this City, on which, in course of time, a 
building might be erected, not merely for the purposes of the 
Society, but as a place of deposit for the various models upon 
which Government Patents are obtained. Another part of 
this building might serve as an Observatory, which is a most 
desirable object to the Society, although hitherto unattainable. 
The Council have since learnt that their application had been 
referred to the Home Government, but they do not indulge 
much hope in the successful result of their earnest petition.

In the meantime, the Council have had the honor of several 
interviews with His Excellency Lieutenant-General Rowan, 
the Commandant of the Forces and present Administrator of 
the Government. From him they have received every assur­
ance of his willingness to promote the object in view, and the 
Council venture to express further their confident expectation 
that the illustrious Patron of this Society, His Excellency the 
Earl of Elgin, whose return to the Government of Canada is 
expected, will be kindly disposed to give his sanction and sup­
port to such measures as may forward the views of the So­
ciety. With these hopes, the Council recommend to their 
successors in office, the prosecution of this desirable object, 
being convinced that its success will prove of the most vital 
importance to the future destiny and prosperity of the Insti­
tution.

Your Council have also to state that the number of Asso­
ciate Members who have joined the Society since the last 
Annual Report amount to forty-four.

From information obtained from the Treasurer’s Books it 
appears that the sum of £122 9s. 2d. is funded and available 
only for the purchasing of Historical Documents or subjects
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connected with Canada, and that the sum of £60 8s. is the 
amount funded and available for the general purposes of the 
Society.

The following is a list of the names of those Associate 
Members who have read Papers at the Stated Meetings, during 
the year 1853 :

Geo. Andrew, Esq.—On the Rise and Progress of Literature.
Hy. D. Thielcke, Esq.—On the Practical Art of Painting.
E, T. Fletcher, Esq.—On the Siege of Candia by the 

Ottoman Power.
E. A. Meredith, Esq —On the Tragedy of Ion.
Lieut. Noble, R. A.—On Magnetism.
Dr. Geo. Douglas.—On Animal Magnetism.
Geo. Andrew, Esq.—2nd paper on the Rise and Progress 

oi Literature.
Lieut. Ashe, R. N.—On the Theory of the Vibrations of 

the Pendulum.
Lieut. Ashe, R. N.—On the Experiment made on the Vi­

brations of the Pendulum.
VVm. Andrew, Esq., M. A.—An Introductory Paper on the 

Opening of the Stated Meetings.
Geo. Andrew, Esq.—3rd Paper on the Progress of Litera­

ture down to the present time.
Lieut. Savage, R. E.—On the Greek Drama.
Lieut. Ranken, R. E.—On Criticism.
Your Council have further to state that the arrangement and 

expenses of the Museum have been very great, but that the 
liberality of The Honorable Legislature’s donation of one 
hundred and fifty pounds, has enabled us to present to the 
Members of the Society its Museum in such a state of com­
pleteness, as will do credit to the Institution, and afford a 
high gratification to the Public, who are admitted gratis.

The expenses incurred were :—and now paid.
Mr. Kendall............................................. £4 0 0
Mr. May................................................... 75 0 0
Mrs. Martyn...........................................  50 0 0
Carpenters, &c........................................... 8 0 7
Mr. Archer, repairing frames, &c...........  26 7 7

Total £163 8 2
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The Council have learnt with the greatest satisfaction that 
no less than 600 pages of manuscript documents have lately 
been received from Paris, containing the official correspondence 
which took place between the Colonial Governors and Intend­
ants of Canada and the Mother Country, during the period 
when this Colony was under the French dominion. These 
documents were obtained from the different public Ai chives in 
Paris, by Mr. Faribault, during his mission to Europe in 
1851-2. They are a continuation of another series of docu­
ments of the same nature, copies of which were obtained in 
1845, from the collection made in Paris by Mr. Broadhead, an 
American Agent, bound up in 17 folio volumes, and are now 
on the shelves of our Library. The newly acquired docu­
ments from Paris, now being bound, will form 11 large folio 
volumes ; and should the Legislature permit these also to be 
deposited in the custody of the Society, they will present a 
splendid and unique collection of 28 volumes, replete with the 
most valuable information on the early colonization of the 
country, the history of its wars with the aborigines and nume­
rous thrilling even.s, affording an inexhaustible source of in­
formation to the future historian of Canada. In connexion 
with this subject, the Council would therefore earnestly recom­
mend to the Committee on historical Documents, the propriety 
of making judicious selections from these most valuable re­
cords, for the purpose of having one or more volumes printed 
under the directions of the Society.

It now only remains for the Council, in rendering up the 
trust they have held during the past year, to solicit your favor­
able acceptance of their imperfect service, and your indulgent 
allowance for whatever may seem to you deficient or remiss in 
it ; and they express the earnest hope that they may be 
succeeded by those by whose zeal and labors, the objects of 
this Society, its interests, its prosperity and its honor may be 
ably and effectually promoted.

G. B. FARIBAULT,

President.



7

LIBRARIAN’S REPORT.

The expiration of his term of office having arrived, your 
Librarian has the honor to submit the following Report of such 
proceedings during the past year, as relate to that branch of 
the Society’s interests which has been placed under his charge. 

The folio wing donations have been received :

Presented by the Hon. the East India Company. 
Bombay Magnetical and Meteorological Observations, for the 

years 1845-46-47-48 ; 9 vols.
Madras Meteorological Observations ; years, 1841, 2 vols. ; 

1844-45, 4 vols.
Meteorological Observations made on the Dodabetta ; years 

1847-48-50, 3 vols.

By the British Government.
Magnetical and Meteorological Observations made at the Bri­

tish Colonial Magnetical Observatories, under the de­
partments of the Ordnance and Admiralty ; 1 vol.

Magnetical and Meteorological Observations, made at St. 
Helena, years 1840 to 1843 ; 1 vol.

Magnetical and Meteorological Observations, made at Toronto, 
years 1840 to 1842 ; 1 vol.

^Magnetical and Meteorological Observations, made at Hobart 
Town, Van Dieman’s Land, years 1841 to 1848 ; 2 vols.

By R. Symes, Esq.
Report of Juries of the L, Yibition Crystal Palace, London, 

1851.
Two Copies of Vol. I., Literary and Historical Society’s 

Transactions.
Minutes of the Emigrant Society, from 1832 to 1840. (MS.)

By the Royal Society of Edinburgh.
The Proceedings of the Royal Society, session 1851 and 52.

By His Grace the Archbishop of Quebec.
Ritualc Romanum.
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By R. C. Gkggie, Esq.
History of the Rebellion of 1715. By R. Patten.
A Report of the Special Committee of the House of Assembly, 

appointed to inquire into the state of Education in this 
Province, February 25th, 1824.

Observations on Epidemical Diseases. By R. Cleghorn.

By Rev. Rabbi de Sola.
The Sanitary Institutions of the Hebrews.

By Dr. Gibb, of England.
A List of Silver and Copper Coins to be sold by F. Lincoln. 

London : 1853.

By the Author.
Philosophy of Railroads. By T. Keefer.

By Capt. J. McDougall.
The American Coast Pilot.
Observations on the advantages of using Steam Power as an 

auxiliary to Sailing, with Remarks on the success of its 
application to the Barque Isabella Blythe. By J. and A. 
Blythe, Engineers.

Memoria que tiene por objeto manifester la posibilidàd y fa- 
cilidad di liacer navigable el Rio Tajo. Par Don Fran­
cisco Xavier de Tabanes, 1829.

Pianos qui representan los reconcimientos de las riberas del 
Rio Tajo.

Pocket Dictionary of the Portuguese and English Languages.
A Method to find the position of the Arc in a Great Circle ; 

and to ascertain the Courses and Distances.
Plan of a Colonial Steamer for the Protection of the Fisheries. 

Do. Schooner, fitted with Sliding Keels.
Do. the Duke ol York Packet.

History of Marine Architecture, from the earliest period to 
the present time ; 3 vols.

Regulation for the Exam;nation of Masters and Mates of the 
Merchant Service.
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Plan for conducting voluntary Examinations in Steam.
Practical Rules for ascertaining the Deviations of the Compass.
The Lighthouses on the Coasts and Banks of British North 

America.
A List of the Life, Ordinary and Associate Members of the 

Literary and Historical Society of Quebec, from 1831.
An Introductory Lecture to the Quebec Library Association. 

By the Rev. C. Churchill.
Steel’s Improved Tables of the most approved class of Ships.
A Catalogue of the Exhibition of Models and Manufactures of 

the Society for the Advancement of Science. Glasgow.
Description of various Plans for the Improvement of Naval 

Architecture. By R. F. S. Blake.
General Application of Low Steam Power to Vessels instead 

of Sails.
On the Establishment of Navigation Institutions at the Out- 

ports. By J. A. Sharp.
A Letter to the Right Honorable William Ewart Gladstone, 

M.P., on the extension of Steam Navigation from Singa­
pore to Port Jackson, Australia. By Lieut. VVaghorn, 
R.N., F.R.S.

Steam Communication with India. By A. Anderson. Ad­
dressed, in a Letter, to the Directors of the projected 
Steam Navigation Company.

The Present Condition of the Merchant Service, with sugges­
tions for the amendment thereof, by the Legislative 
Enactments, by a Marine Code of Laws.

Blyth’s Patent for Improvements in Marine Engines.

By the Board of Statistics.
Two Copies-Table of the Population, Origin, and Religion of 

the Canadas.

By E. T. Fletcher, Esq.
VVestermann’s Demosthenes.

By Capt. J. H. Lefroy, R. N.
A Pamphlet on the Native Population of Canada.
From 1 to 9 of the Farmer’s Journal.

u
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By the Author.
Charles Guérin, Roman de Mœurs Canadiennes. Par P. J. 

O. Chauveau.

By the Author.
Histoire du Canada. Par F. X. Garneau. 3 vols.

By P. Sinclair, Esq.
Transactions of the American Association for the Advancement 

of Science.
Proceedings of the American Association for the Advance­

ment of Science.
Journal of the American Oriental Society ; 3 vols.
Popular Educator, for May, June, and July.
Herschell’s Outlines of Astronomy.
American Archaeologies' Researches. By G. Squier, A.M.

By E. A. Meredith, Esq.
A Pamphlet on Hurricanes.

Do. on Compensating Portable Barometer.
Do. on the Mercurial and Aneroid Barometers.
Do. Lectures on Agricultural Chemistry.

By W. H A. Davies, Esq.
Dutch and English Dictionary.

By the Montreal Fire Committee.
Fire Relief Report.

By Lieut. Noble, R. A.
Dana’s System of Mineralogy.
Herschell’s Discourse on the Study of Natural Philosophy. 
Meteorological Table of Observations, Toronto.

By Capt. J. Burnett.
Des Barré’s Atlantic Neptune, in two grand folio volumes.
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By the Author.
A Pamphlet on the Preservation of Animal Substances. By 

Henry Goadby, M.D., D.C.L.

By Wm. Henderson, Esq.
Leviathan ; or the Matter, Fo-m, and Power, of a Common­

wealth, Ecclesiastical and Civil. By J. Hobbs, of 
Malmesbury, 1651.

By the Montreal Mechanics’ Institute.
An Annual Report of the General Committee of the Institute, 

7th November, 1853.

In addition to these, the Society’s Library has been increased 
by the purchase of nearly two hundred volumes, comprising a 
set of the Transactions of the London Royal Society, condensed 
by Hutton, Shaw, and Pearson, and other works, partly on 
Physical Science, and partly on historical subjects, having 
reference to the former or present condition of Canada, or the 
conterminous American States.

Your Librarian, therefore, has much pleasure in offering his 
congratulations on the large and important additions which 
have been made to the Society’s books during the past twelve 
months. In this respect, it is thought that the past term will 
sustain a favorable comparison with most former years. In 
fine, no effort has been spared, by attention to this special de­
partment, to co operate in carrying out the large and noble 
views enunciated in the original Charter of the Society.

Respectfully submitted,

E. T. FLETCHER,
Librarian.

Quebec, 11th January, 1854.
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REPORT OF THE CURATOR OF MUSEUM.

Quebec, 11th January, 1854.

The undersigned, Curator of Museum of the Literary and 
Historical Society of Quebec, has the honor to report :—

That during the past year the general appearance of your 
Museum has been much improved by a methodical arrange­
ment of the cases containing the collections of Minerals, 
Shells, and Coins, and by the addition of between six and 
seven hundred specimens of Birds, and a number of Animals 
purchased at a large cost, by your Council, from Mrs. Martyn, 
of this City.

At a very considerable expense your Council procured the 
services of Mr. May, an experienced Taxidermist and Natu­
ralist, who had recently arrived from England, to mount, 
arrange, and classify, according to their natural families and 
orders, the whole of the Birds, Animals, Fishes, and Rep­
tiles, now in your Museum, and to affix to each individual 
specimen a label with its Latin and English name.

The faithfulness with which Mr. May performed his diffi­
cult undertaking can easily be ascertained by a visit to the 
Museum, which, as regards the very valuable collection of 
Birds and Animals belonging to your Society, now exhibits a 
marked contrast to its former unsightly mass of confusion and 
decay, and I may add that, distinguished strangers who have 
visited the Museum in its present improved condition, and 
who, from their scientific attainments, w'ere competent judges, 
pronounced the collection of Birds to be the finest on this 
Continent. Mr. May estimated their value at a thousand 
pounds.

Mr. May also drew up a Catalogue of the Birds, Animals 
Fishes, and Reptiles in the Museum, with short, instructive 
ones upon each family and order, which your Curator of 
Museum would strongly recommend the Society to print.

On the other departments in your Museum your Curator 
has nothing to report.

The whole respectfully submitted. •
R. H. RUSSELL, M. D., 

Curator of Museum
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TREASURER’S REPORT.

Report of the Acting Treasurer of the Quebec Literary 
and Historical Society, for the year ending 10th January, 
1854.

Your Treasurer has the honor to report,—

That he took charge of the Treasurer’s department from the 
late Acting Treasurer, at the request of the President of the 
Society, on the 29th October last.

By the Cash Book it will be observed that on the departure 
of Mr. Davies, the former Treasurer, from Quebec, the funds 
were left by that gentleman in charge of the President, Mr. 
Andrew, till the period of his removal to Montreal, when the 
undersigned was by him solicited to take charge of the books 
of the Society.

The available general fund of the Society, will be found by 
the annexed statement to be £66 3s., besides the government 
grant for Historical Documents, of which the balance on hand 
as per Bank Book, is £122 9s. 2d., exclusive of the interest 
accruing thereon for the current year.

Your Treasurer begs leave further to report, for the informa­
tion of the Society, that during the year closed this day, seven 
subscriptions have been paid in for the year 1852, fifty-nine for 
1853, five for 1854, and one for 1855.

The whole respectfully submitted.

G. T. CARY,

Acting Treasurer.

Quebec, 10th January, 1854.
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The Quebec Literary and Historical Society in Account Current 
with G. T. Cary, Treasurer.

1854. Dr.

Jan;. 10. To General Expenditure as per Cash Book,
viz.— £ s. d.

H. D. Thielcke, salary Ac............................ 54 0 0
Jos. Archer, carpenter work...................... 26 17 7
Mr. Kendall, work at Museum.................... 4 0 0
Mr. Peters, carpenter work........................ 8 0 7
Mr. May, putting museum in order.............  04 0 0
Mrs, Martyn, purchase of birds Ac...............61 0 0
Paid through the Librarian........................ 9 0 3
T. Cary, printing and stationery............... 14 19 6
S. Corneil, glazing...................................... 1 11 8
Commission on Collections........................ 4 11 9
P. Sinclair, books Ac.................................. 10 5 0
B. Hinton, instrument maker...................... 3 2 0
Express charges, gross amount..................  6 16 11
Petty Disbursements...................................  38 11 6

----------  306 16 9
Balance on hand.......................................................... 66 3 0

£372 19 9

1853. Cr.
Jany. 18. By Cash from late Treasurer...................... 11 8 7

Annual Legislative Grant....................  50 0 0
Do do do .................... 50 0 0

Special do do .................... 150 0 0
72 Subscriptions....................................  106 10 7
Interest from Saving Bank.................... 1 0 7
Receipts towards Express charges........ 4 0 0

----------  £372 19 9
1854. _______
Jany. 10. Balance on hand..................................................... £66 3 0

E. 4 O. E.
Quebec, 10th January, 1854.

G. T. CARY,

Acting Treasurer.
Certified to be correct,

E. A. MEREDITH,
Auditor.

January 16, 1854.
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