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THE GREAT GIVER TEACHING
TO GIVE,

BY HEV. A. A, BONAR, AUTHOR OF
* MEMOIR OF M'CHEYNE."”

Belicving men are to be not inerely
cisterns, but springs.  ** tle that believeth
on we, out of him shall flow rivers of Jiv-
ing water.” (John vii. 88.) One of these
rivers which the Master declured shonld
not fail to flow from his believing ones is
delight in giving, or the gladsomo habit
of using all we possess as being stewards
for tlie Lord, and not as proprietors of the
same. When an Israclite had offered the
sacrifico of atonement at the altar, he must
forthwith bring mixcna, or meat-offering,
an offering in which he symbolically gave
up to the Lord the possession of all his
property. But we should not have said,
“ he Must bring;” forit was all privilege
—he was peruiTTED to bring his pro-

rty, to give vent to his gratitude, to ex-

ibit practically, « What shall 1 render to
the Lord for all 1is benefits?” So did
Zsacclieus ut Jericho;sodid the Pentecostal
Church at Jerusalem.

Many do not seem to notice how often
the Lord Jesus inculeated truth regarding
this matter.  Ilis sayings on the point
are very mnany; nor do we wonder that it
should  be s0, considering that selfishncss
is in us # root of bitterness ever spring-
ing up to trouble us.

T. Hx 8TATED THE DUTY.

Aud when He did so, it was done in
startling terms.  We read in Luke vi. 30:

“ G1VE TO EVERY ONK THAT ASKETHI OF |

tnes.”  Have we read the words aright?
Yes, the words are plain. Is thers no
other translation possible? No, they are
too plain and downright to admit of any
doubt. Isthere no various reading, then?
No, uone; the words stare you in the fuce,
“ GIVE TO EVERY ONE THAT ASKETH OF
Tupel” )
Disciple of Christ, you are to bea light,
ever disponsing its rays; you are to be u
well, affording something to all who come.
As you areto “Pray WITHOUT CEASING,”
aud to “ Qive thaoks 1y EvVERY THING,”
(1 Thess. v. 17, 18), s0 you ara to bave
an always-giving heart and hand—a reali-

Vol. 1,

zation of that wel over which was writ-
ten i—

« Christian reader view in me,

An cablem of true charity,

\Yho freoly what § have heatow,

Though noither hicard nor seen to flow.

And | have fall returns from heaven,

For every cup of water given.”

While another, who is uot a disciple, may
bo grumbling. *So many ealls!” you
are toaeply, “ Yes, very many; but they
areall calls in providence to teach and cul-
tivate 1 me a giving disposition.”  The
Master had “many eally” upon Liim for
bealing all disense, and hol;-ing all waot,
and % GAVE TO EVERY ONE.

Let us undenstand the countext of this
passage, Luke vi. 30. 1n the preceding
verses, Christ inculcates, ¢ Love your ene-
mics, do good to them that hate you, bless
them that curse you, pray for them that
de-pitefully use you,” ﬂLuke vi. 27-28).
This is the very mind that was in Him;
this was what the Cross exhibited to the
full; this is the heart of the Qoxpel, telling
us the manifestation of God's love to
cneries in the Beloved Son, who was
wade a curse forthem that He might bless
them. And surely this is the holy mind
that disciples are expected to copy from
their Master.  Then in ver. 29, we sce the
meckness and calmness of Christ; “ Unto
birm that smiteth thee on the onc cheek

with so that *ono sue thee at tholaw and
tako away thy coat, let him have thy
clonk also”—fur betler this alternativo
than oxhibit thespirit of theworld. Even
80, * GIVE TO HIM THAT ASKETIl OF THEE,
and from him that would borrow of thee,
turn not thou away,” ealls upon us to be
ever ready to give, instead of being an-
noyed, as some are, by “so many calls.”
When asked, or when providence puts a
caso in our way, there must bo no harsh
denial, but an entiro willingness to give, if
the case of need be apparent.

Tn all this, who can fail to discern the
apirit and tone of tho Lord Jesus, whose
charity sought not its own, but laid out
even glory itsell on us the undeserving I—
Such a tone of character, therofore, must
be essential to real boliness and the want
of it a deformity, in as much as such a
want is unlikeness to tho Lord.

“Give stiength, give thought, givo deeds, give
Glve love, zive tears, and give thysclf;  [pelf,
Give, give~be always giving,
Who gives not, isnot hving.
The more wo give,
The more wo liva.”

II. HE STATED THE MANNER.

Wo are to give with a bappy, cheerful
feeling, as being privileged to do a blessed
thing. It 15 MORE BLESSED TO OIVE
TUAN TO RECEIVE” (Acts xx. 35), are

offet also the other; and him that taketh * words of the Lord Jesus—words preserved
away thy cloak forbid not to take thy cont: and embalmed in the Church, words so

abo.”  We, his disciples, are expected to

“well known that Paul could refor to them

posiess & meckness of spirit and a self-)asin a manver proverbial, words that bear
conirol that would carry us this length, | tho peculiar and unmistakeablo character-
whenever ciicumstances required.  And sy | istics of the soul and heart of Him from

ver. 30 comes in; “ GIVE TO EVERY CNE
THAT askETH OF THER;” followed by the
clause: “And of him that takeih away
thy goods, ask them not ugain”  Sutely,
these are words that call for A GiviNg sisp,
and-a readiness to let go the things that
sare Jaw fully ours!  Can less than this be
thé meaning ¢

If +heo, we turn to Matthew v. 39-42,
we bave the same subject treated of in
vory similarterms. 1t bids us not 1evenge,
but bo prepared ¢ if one smiwe us on one
cheek, to offer also the other”—not re-
vonge, but rather, “if compelled to go «
mile, to go two,” should that be the alter-
native,~—not revenge, but if' unjustly dealt

whose lips they fell. They are words that
teil us not simply that «Gop 1oveTH A
cnexrruL Giver” (2 Cor. ix. 7),but that.
God bas implanted blessedness in righs
giving, so that the giver’s faco cannot fait
toshine, if he knows what he is doing.—
Yes, “IT 18 MORE BLESSED TO Gtvw,” ag
Moiry did at Bethany, “ Tias 1o xecetve,”
as Solomon did when his ships returged
Jaden with gold of Ophir, and every rarg
and precious thing,

Giving, it appeure, 13 not to be reckoned
sclf-denial at atl. It would have been no
wonder though the Lord had wade this
call on us for giving, even if every act of
giving bad been sore seif-denia), 2 wrench-

Ko. 9.
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ing off a right hand. But it turny out
thut there iy o seli-denial in it to a soul
fully imbued with the mind of God, To
such o soul, “IT 18 MORKE BLESRRD TO
otve Tan 10 wxckivk.”  Wo do no one
a favour by giving; we blesa owrselves,
that ir, we, in the sery act, break open the
alabiaster hox which pours bu us ita own
fragrance and refreshonye.

Tho grand dastration of this blessednese
is to be found m the Godhead,  Man likes
to agT, God lives to givi; and it is God
that is « blessed for ever.”  1n the plan of
Redemption, wo find Tire Fatuxr count-
ing it * moro blessed to give than to re-
ceive.” Ho duewelopes (so to speak) Ilis
own blisa by givieg that immwense, that
infinito mft, His own Son. This is the
rate at which He who is blessed in giving,
delights to grive.  Here is a gratitication of
bis giving heart; He bestows on mau the
unspeakablo ¢ift, the Beloved Son, and to
Him Ho grants the gift of a multitude
that no nmn enn number, a conntless flock
of ransomed souls for their Shepherd's
glory, whils to cach of tho flock He gives
not cnly tho Beloved Son, but also the
Holy Spirit with «l! His train of graces
and joyg.  Then, also wo find tho Sox's
mte of giving to b in no respect Joss
Jibersl.  Hegives Himself, « God manifest
in flesh” for ux, thmsolf with all His obe-
dience, all 1lis suflcring aud death, 2l Hia
merit, aud all that all these purchase and
mnke sure. Tho price of tho purchased
blessings must not be forgetten; for e
rave not only service, but anguish, woe,

aath, iu short whatever justice sought—
all in order to preseut us with grace and
glory, without monsy or price on our part,
O what giving is this! O wy soul what
giving is here!  And the Hotv Guosr
also {who in Pxa. li. 12, i3 called “7ur
¥Ree,” ic. the princely, or generous, or
liberat Spirit), 1fe comos in tho name of
Jesue, and mnkes a git of Hivsered and
thu® in ono sum wo are made to receive,
< Lovg, joy, peace, gooduess,” in short, alt
halineas, all excellency, and all that is con
tained,in Eternal Life.  What giving! we
amain eacliim,  The full sen of Godhead-
Dliss flowing in upon man! Aud this
aving is ong of the forms of Godhend
felicity,  * It 18 Mony Buessep to ave
THAN 10 RECRIVE”  Men and Brethren,
who would not taste something of this pe-
culiarjoy 1 luisnot your money 1 waunt”
{sayaa man of God), “but your lappi-
ness.” .

III. g sratev TR MEsASURE, AND
RULE.

« FRE®LY YE HAVE RECEIVED, FREBLY
owvey”  (Matdiew x. 8.) Ye have got
from your Mastor witbout His leohing for
requital i any shape; give ye to your fel-
low men without 1cgard to the probability
of requital from them.  This is so fur the
force of *Frrkry” but then wo must
also remember the amount of what we
recgived freely from Him.  Who can for
get bow full, how frank, how generous ke
wrs! The patiern of our giving as to
neasure is to be Tie Loku's owy measure;
and in regard to that we kuow that He
gives as prompted by His own loving,

kindly, generons  muture, not’ stinted by
vegard to the likelihood of getting thanks,
ot meeting with a return of benefit.  Let
none, thorefore, excuse in himself an un.
roadiness to give by raying, « Posaibly, it
may be turned 10 hittle advantage by the
parson who geta”—that word * Frerey,”
enjoins you to eopy the Saviour's sxample;
10 open wide yonr heart and hand even
thongh your kindness bo ill-requited, or
vever owned atall,  Neither say; ¢ 1 have
stopt giving in the meantime, beconse
otliers, equally able, are not giving up to
their measure”  What hast thou to do
with what ortnrr Mey aivr?  Wo ask
again, what hast thou to do with what
“other men give? Thy pmt is 1o re-
member and to look apon wuar TilOU
HAST RECRIVED; yes, what Tnou tnysrLy
(tenving others out of view) uasr Re-
CEIVED AT TUE WAND oF Gob. Look at
the largeness of that amount, and how it
was given unstinted and ungrudged, in
spite of Iis knowledge of sclfishness in
t}we, which (hke the sand drinking in the
rain) would so quickly approprinte all znd
axhle upward almostnought.  M:Cheyno
quotes the saying of an old Divine: « What
wonld have become of us if Christ had
Leen as saving of His bleod as some men
are of their monuy 1

And farther,  When Jerua aays, ¢ Asg
AXD IT SUALL BE GIveN You,” (Mult. vii.
7. Luke xi. 9,) does he not suggest much
asto the measure; especially when he adds;
“What man of you is there whom if his
son ask bread, will ho give him a stone?
or if he ask a fish, will he give him a ser-
pent?  The measure here is simply the
very TuiNe Requireo. Christ gives not
merely something hut up to the supplying
of the want; if wo copy Him here, then
as far as lies in our power wo shall ain at
aiving as much s will meot the exigency,
a3 much ag will come up to the demand.
You know we aro only sTewarps of all we
poseess; our noney i3 not our own.—
“ Oceupy till I como,” isthe superseription
on every coin, .

But reverting again to Mait. x. 8,
“I'RKELY YR HAVE RECEIVED. FREELY
utv,” let us notico that the first applica-
tion of that counsel was in reference to the
preaching of the Gospel, the imparting to
other men what they themselves had re-
ceived.  Go and tell your fellow-men these
wood news, however ungratefully the hear-
crs may act toward you; for you your-
selves were undeserving of such a blessing
when the Lord sent it Shew vour esti-
mata of what you have received by your
efforts to impart it to others far and wide.
Do this by personally telling it as oppor-
tuaity occurs, fuitbfully, frequently, pray er-
fully. .

But since you can do it very effectually,
and fur more extensively than your per-
sonal influence can reach, by ueLvive
oTHERS TO YRocLAt the tidings of great
joy, you must not, iou eaanot, fuil to
avail yourselves of this means of “rresLY
civina.” What, then, is the rato of your
giving for the support of the Gospel ordin-
ances at 1Jome?! I3it such that you can
say: “You may fairly estimato my sense

of the value of the Gospel by tho measute

of my giving*  We do not ask, Do you
give ten ehilliuﬁs anuually towards tho
support of the Ministry, or do yon give
ten pounds? but wo ask, Is your giving
such in its measure that Gl could point
to it and say, * See! here is ano who gives
freely, Leeauro hie feels that hehas received
freely.,” As to our spreading the Cospel
among the Juws and the heathen—what a
melancboly calenlation that s which was
recently made in regard to the Communi-
cants of two of the most numerous Pres-
byternan bodies in this lund, viz—that tho
yearly nverage fur every Communicant
amounted to somewhat like one sbilling
and no more! Asif each communicant
said, “Ivalue my share in the Gospel at
this rate. I givo at the rate at which X
received " Shall tho Lord judge any of
us by this measure? 1las Ho deserved no
more than this at onr hands?

1V. Hx STATED SBOME OF TiIR BEREFITS
RESULTINO,

These are Ilis words: ¢ Five and st
shall be given unto you, good measuye,
pressed down and shaken {(ogether and
running over, shall men. give into yousr
bosom. For with the same measure that
we mete, 1t shall bemeusured to you aguin.”
(Luke vi. 88.) 1lere is a promiso- of re-
compense, ay, of 1ecompense for doin
what is in itself most blessed?!  For such
i3 tho Lord’s wmanner. How like Him
who said : «* Whosoever ehail give'to drink
to one of these little ones a cup of cold
water only, in the nunoof a disciple, verily
I say unto you he shallin no wise ose
his reward.”  (Matt, x. 42,). Blessed is
he that considereth the poor, the Lord will
deliver him ia the time-of trouble” - (Psa.
xfi. 1) It was the same Lord who by
the mouth of David said; 1 have not
seon the righteous forssken nor his aced
begaing bread: heis over merciful and
lenedth, and his seed i3 blessed”—where
(you seq) the giving chavacteristic of:the
wman thus blessed is unmistakeably beld
up to view-—it is the gencrous, the “lend-
ing” righteous man.  Aund how truly in
keeping with Ilis own manner was that
saying of the Master to the Young Ruler,
« Seli v-hiatsoever thou hast and give tothe

oor, and thou shalt have treasure in
heaven.”  (Mark x. 21.)

In point of fact, men and brethren,

“oivine well” is as needful to our souls
prosperi; as “dving well;” and on the
othier hand, as surely as ¢ the doer of the
work is blessed iu his deed,” (Jas. i. 25,)
so surely is tho willing giver of his sub-
stance blessed in his giving. Hearkan,
heloved brethren!  ©Thy prayers and
thine alms are come p as a memorial be-
fore God.” (scts x. 4.), Hearken yet
again; “Not hat I desire agift, but I
desire fruit that may abound to your ac-
court,” (Philipp. iv. 17,) is the language
usad respecting the giving of tho jailor at
Philippi, the givings of Epaphroditus,
Lydia, Euodiaz, Syntyche, and the rest
i\;lxo!had ministered of their substance to
avi.

It was the oxperienco of a godly Glas.
gow merchant in other days, thal the

2¥
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liberal ian is tho man whoso riches are
likely to continuo with Him. o qunintly
remarked, in allusion to Proverbs xxiii. 5,
that « clipping the wings,” was the only
way to provent riches flying away as the
engle.  Thero was deep meaning in bis
words; for tho Muster's words go thus far,
and much boyond it, ton. Notico the
special terms of Clirist's declaration; uot
otly shall you get somo requital, but you
shall find * good moasure, pressed down,
ahaken togetber, and runuing overl”  This
is tho recompense! What words are theso!
What & promise is berel Tho completo

-fulfilmont shall reach us in the Kingdom,

but wven hero wo shall often get instal-
ments,®  Aud do yot uot think, brother,
that you aud I haye good security for the
loan which we. muy lend to the Lord?

A mnn sags; <L dowish to get blessing
for the ministrations of my pastor and for
Qospel ordinances””  And_the man prays
for blessiug as well as diligently attends on
ordinapces,  But the wan must add to his

lnn; ho inust also * give,” and not leavo
1t to others to givo all. Ho must have a
haud in the suws gathered for upholding
tho ordinatices, Just as Curnelius had his
« almg” ready, as well agy his *prayers”
They who do not give according to their
ability to the sustentation of the ministry,
need ndt expect to gret the benefits they
would ctherwise obtain, *“Give, and it
shall bo given tnto you.”

Anothersays: « I wish the congregation
Lam connected with to flourish ; itsschools,
jts:achemes of benevolence, and all such
objects, I pray for them often and heartily.”
Well, but Corneliug would have added
*alms” to «prayers.”  We do notshrink
fromn .saying, You must put iuto the plate
of,what Goa has given yow, as well as
{’uh your prayer into the cuuser of the High

riest.  * Give, and it shall be given unto
you.

Another says: # 1 am deeply intorested
in the causo of missions; Ilong for the
day when Jew and Gentile shall all know
the Lord” But do you, besides good
wishes and prayers, givo the belp of your
wmoney'?  Awnd uot the mare mite which
you never feel the waut of, but thesum that
testifies -that your interest is really deep
and practical )

But oue of our poorer brethren puts in a
question here.  « Am I, then, necessarily
& loser under ordinances, beeause I have
not got tho means of giving, and so can-

. not bring an sffering?”  No, not at all;

yaur case is of the same class with that of
the sick and feeble, stretched on beds of
Ianguishing, who cannot work and labour
for God, but have “ the will to do it."—d
The Lord knoweth the “willing” heart;
sod the willing ono may rest assured that
to. him Jehovah 3s saying as to David
when be would fain have built the Temple
and was not permitted (1 Kings viii, 18),
#Thou didst well that it was in thine

* Qur version scems to convey the idea that
the recompense is to bo conveyed by the hands
of wen; “ BUALL MEN_GIVE UNTO yoU." Butthe
Greek signifies simply, “It shall ho given to
you.” ‘They whoso business it is to do it shail be
employed by God to do it .

Lout.” (2 Cor. viii. 12)) Only bo honest
aud trwo with God in the matter,  ‘Clho
man can work and labour in God's cruse
wha can find time and strength for visiting
frionds and evening parties; g0 also the
man is able to give to Gad’s cause who
ean ¢ spond” so %«rgely on his family and
domestic comforts, who can induige himself
in buying what is only a luxury, and wha
can lay up money in tha bank less or more.
Poor beligver, « giving” is really ¢ sowing "
you are a gainer by giving your few shill.
ingg, “A handful of sved sown wmay
yield great increase.”

Man of God, let us ask the Great Giver
to teach us to give!

Anxious, unsatisfied soul, thero are some
whoge sccret unhappiness goes hand in
hand with their want of a gencrous tone
of mind. These persons are not able to
discern the lavge-heattod grace of God;
they judge God by themselves; their nar-
row heatts represent God as one who gives
indeed, but gives sparingly, orconditionally,
orin consideration of provious desert.—
Wero your soul more generous in its tone,
you might be better able to discern the
generous freeneas and fuluess of God's
giving; but & witbholding, miserly sonl iy
too likely to picture to itself n withhold-
ing God, who must be repaid for His gifis,
and from whom blessings mnst be wrung
by making out a cliim. May the Holy
Ghost give you a true diseovery of our
God who «giveth to all men liberally and
uplbraideth not”  (James i. 5.) .

Uusaved man; perhaps you are liberal
and benevolent.  You give well, because
vour uatural disposition is amiable and
kind; but you do met, in your givings
even to religious objects, recognize Christ.
If s0, you will yet hear him say; « Yon
did it not to me™ (Matthow xxv. 45);
you gave either to enjoy the lusury of
complncent self-applause, or becanso you
felt it pleasant to seo others pleased.”’—
Brother, in such giving the Lord Jesus
takes no pleasure. DBenevolence, charity,
liberality, generosily, wash no sins awny
and form no righteousness.  Will you lis-
ten to us when we invite yvour atteution {o
the delight which the Lord Jesus has in
your ¢ receiving” from Himn$  Jesus would
fuiin give Eternal Dife—pardon, peace,
purity, glory—n such undeserving ones
a8 your, who mnke a righteousness out of
your givings to men, and are withholding
your conscience from the cleansing blood
and your heart irom  His holy fellowship.

But, unsaved man, you may belong tv
another cluss—those who refuso to give a
mite to religious objects, and who ery out
about neglecting tho poor athome. You
say jt is all waste to spend money on
Gospel ordinances, on wissions, and the
hke, though Jesus commanded and re
warded the woman who speut ten pounds,
in order to anoint His head. (Matthew
xxvi. 10.18.) Well, hero is the truth;
syzou givo nothing to Christ because you

now Him not. ~ You set no value on per-
ishing souls, because your own soul is un-
saved. You have never seen your state
of sin and death, and how gear the brink
of perdition you stand at this hour, You

have nover understood the fres love of
God, nor seen His glory. But stay, une
savell wiang what voico i3 that which
tenches our cars?  * Whatis a man profits
o, if ho gain tho wholo worll and lose
his own soul#  (Matthow xvi. 26.) Do
you not kuow that the love of money is
the love of eint ay, that thy woney shull
perish with thes!'and that “thou shalt be
$0 poor in uternity as not to bo able to got
one droY of water! Ono thing, however,
lot us tell you: a man euthrlled to enrth,
to self, to sin, to Satan, may bo delivered
from thom all, if ho make haste.  For tho
Holy Spirit sots free n soul by rovenling
Clnist that died s voso again.  This ia
tho sight, this is tho sun, that wmelts an
earth-worm’s and a wiser's heart, The
cross is still as powerful as when Paul said, *
that it wns by it # Tho world was emci-
fied to him snd he unto tho world.—
(Gatat. vi.14) It isstillas truly “tho
power of Gud® 1 when Cowper sung of
it}
" It was tho sight of Thy dear Cross,
First weaned my soul from carthly things,

And taught mo to cstecm as dross
The mirth of fuols and pomp of kinga'*

P10US RESOLUTIONS

WRITTEN SUORTLY AFYER CONVRRAION,

1 will no more a wanderet be,

With heart estranged and far from thee,
Nor servo the world, when I am free
Prom its droad chains and drudgery.

Hencoforth, will T thy glory seek,

Henceforth, will [ thy praiscs speak,

Henceelorth, will 1, though lam weak,
_ Thee strive to praise and glorify.

1fenceforth at life’s pare cleansing stream,
My soulshall wash nnd e'er bo clean,

And thy white o, voiil spot or seam,
My soul shall clothe and beautify.

Tenceforth to Thee for daily bread,
My soul shinll look and ¢’er bo fed;
Henceforth thy lovoe shall bo my bed;
0 that wall bo true luxury.

No moro the world’s alluring Joys,

Shall snare my heart and feast my cyes,
But henceforth Clrist shall be the prize,
For vwhich my soul strives vigorously.

No nioro a bond-stave but a prince,

Mysteps through grace shall still advance,

Till waking from life's tiecting trance,

1 bathe in endless cestasys
Rockwoon.

NEGLECTING SALVATION.

Most of the calamitics oflife are causcd hy sim-
ple neglect. By neglect of cducation, children
grow up in ignorance. By neglect, a farm grows
up to weeds and briars; by neglect, & house gocs
to decay; by neglect of sowing, a man will have
no harvest; by neglect of reaping. the harvest
will rot in the field. No worldly lnterests can
prosper where there isneglect, and may it not bo
su in roligion? There I8 nothiog tn carthl
affalrs that is valnable, that will not be ruined i€
it iz not attended to: nnd why may it not bo so
witli the concerns of the soul? Let no one infer,
therefore, that becaure he is not a drunkard, ot
an adulterer, or & murderer that ho will bo
saved. Buch an juforence would b as irrational
as it would Lo for a mau to infer that because ho
isnot & murderer hisfarm wilt Toduco aharvest,
or that becanse he is not an adulterer thereforo
his morchandize will take carc of itselt. Salvation
woull b worth nothing if it cost vo cffort—and
there will beno salvation where no cffort is put

AN,

-forth.
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ABSENCE OF GOD IN PRAYER.

"? that I knew whoro ! unght Gand bini”’~Job.
xxiit, 3.

«If Gl had not said, * Blessed ave
thoso that hunger,’ I know not what could
keep wenk Chostiats from sinking in dew
pair, Many times, all 1 cando isto com-
dain that J want bim, and wish to recover
l:im.”

Bishop Hull, in utlering this lnment
two centyries and a lalf agzo, only echoed
the wail which had come down, through
liviug bearts, frous the patriarch, whose
story is the oldest known ‘llcmlme in any
Janguage. A\ consciousness of the vbsence
of (Fud is one of the standard fncidents of
religious hife. Even when tho forms of
devotion a1o uberved couscrentiously, the

senso of the presonce of Gud, nsan invisible
friend, whose socicty s a joy, ie by no
means unintermittent.

I'ho truth of this will not be questioned
by ouo who is familiar with those phascs
of religious experionce which are so often
the burden of Cluisticn confession.  lu
no single featuro of “iuner life,” probally,
is the expeienco of many minds less satisfic-
tory to them than in thin  They reem to
themselves, in prayer, to have little, if any,
cftluent emotion,  They can speak of lit-
tle in their devotiona) life that seems to
them Jike life; of little that appears like
the communion of a living soul with a
Jiving God.  Arc there not many * closet
hours,” in which the chicf feeling of
tho worshipper is an oppressed conscious-
ness of the absence of reality fiom his own
exercises? e has tio words which are,
ns George Herbort says, * heart deep”—
Hea not only exparicnuces no cestasy, but
no joy, no peace, ho repose. e ks no
sense of betng at homo with God, The
stillness  of the bour is the stillness of »
dead eal at sen.  The heart rocks mono
tonowly on the surface of the gremt
thoughits of God, of Christ, of eternity, of
heaven,—

“ Anidlo ana painted ship
Upon a painted veean.”

Such experiouces in praver ate often
starthng in the contrast with those of cer-
tain  Christiang, whose commanion with
Gol, ns the hiuts of it are recorded in
their liographies, seema to 1ealize, inaciuat
being, the sparitttal conception of a life
which is hid with Christ in God.

Wo read of Pavson, that hix mind, at
times almost lost s sense of the external
world, in the eflable thouglts of Gol's
glory which 1olled like a sea of light
around bim, at the throne of grace.

Wa reud of Cowper, that in oneof the
fow tucrd hours of his veligious life, such
was the experienceof God's presencs which
he enjoyed in prayer, that, as he tells us, he
thought ho should have died with joy, if
special strength had not been imparted to
him to bear the disclosure,

We read of one of the Tennents, that
on one occasion, when he was engaged in
secret devotion, so overpowering was the
1evalation of God which openad upon his
soul, and with augmenting intensity of

offulgencs as hie prayed, that at length ho !some hymus for the Olney Collection :—

recoiled  from the intolerablo joy ns from
& pain, and besought God to withhold
fiom hun further marifestations of his
glovy,  He said, #Shall thy servant sce
thee and bvel”

Wo rend of the *sweet hours” which
Sdwards enjoyed **on the banks of Hud-
son's River, in sweet comverse with (God 2"
and bear his own deecripiion of the in-
ward senso of Christ which at times came
into hius heart, and wineh he +« knows not
how to express otherwise than by a cnlm,
sweot abstraction of goul from all the con-
concerns of tlns world; and sometimes a
bind of vision . . .. . of bemg alone in
the mountaing, or sowe solitary witdeiness,
fur from all mankind, sweetly conversing
with Chitrst, and 1apt aud swallowed vp
God."”

Woe read of such instances of the fruils
of prayer, 1n the blesedness of the sup-
plinny, and are we not reminded by them
of the trandiguration of our Lord, of
whom we read, * As ho prayed, the fush-
ion of his countenance was aliered, and
hia 1aiment beeame white and glistering 1"
Who of us is not oppresred by the contiast
Letween anch an experience and his own?,
Does not the cry of the patriarch conce
unbidden to our lips, “ Oh that I knew
where £ might find him?”

Much of even tho ordinary langunge of
Christians, 1especting  the joy of com-
munion with  God,—langunge whieh is
storcotyped in ourdinlect of prayer—many
cantiot houestly apply to the history of
their own minds, A culm, fearless self:
exammation finds no counterput to it in
auvihing they have ever known. In the
view of an honest conscience, it is not the
veruacular speech of their experience.  As
compared with the jov which such Jap-
guage indicates, prayer is, in all that the)
know of i, a dull duty.  Perhaps the
chanicteristic of the feelings of many
about it is expressed in the singlo fact,
chat it i3 to them a duty as distinet from
a privilege. It is a duty which they
cannot deny, is often uninviting, even irk-
£Othe, .

Ifsomo of us should attempt to define
tie allvaniage we derive from a perform-
=unce of the duty, we night be surprised,
verhaps shocked, as one afwer another of
shie folds of a deceived heart shonld be
wken off, at the ducovery of the littleness
of the tesidunm, in an honest judgment
of omselves. Wiy did we pmy this
worning? Do we often derive any other
profit from praver, than that of satisfving
conviciions of conscience, of which we
could not rid ourselves of we wished to do
so, and which will not permit us to to at
case with ourselves, if all forms of prayer
are abaudoned 7 Perbaps even so slight
a thing as the pain of 1esistance to the
momentum of a babit will be found to be
the most distinet reason we can honestly
zive for having prayed yesterday or to-
day.

There may bo periods, alse, when the
expwriences of the closet enuble some of us
o understand that maniacal ery of Cowper,

when his friends requested him to prepare

«How can you ask of me such a servico?
[ a'cm to myself 10 bo Lanished to o ro-
mot neas from God's presence, in compar-
i on with which the distanco from east to
west i« vicinity, i+ cohesion.”

If such language s 100 strong to be
truthful to the common experience of the
class of professing Chiistinns to which those
whom it represents belong, wmany will
~dll discern in it, as an cxpression of
joylessuess in prayer, a auilicient approx-
unation to their own expericnee, to awaken
mierest i soma  thoughts upon the
CAUSKS OF A WANT OF ENJOYMENT IN
PIRAYER.

"The evil of such an experience in meer
is 100 oviousto need illustration,  If any
bt can be thrown upon the eruses of it,
dhere is po man living, whatever may be
Iirs religions etate, who has not an interest
in_waking it the theme of inquiry.—
« Never any more wonder,” says an old.
writer, * that men pray so seldom. For
thete ate very few that feel the relish, and
mo enticed with tho deliciousness, and.
rofreshed with the comforts, acquainted
With the scerets, of a holy prayer.” Yet,
who is it that has said, ¢ I will make them
Joyfulinmy house of prayer” 2— Still Howr.

PREACIH CBRIST CRUCIFIED.

Preach Christ crucifiedl ‘Turn not aside
from this, under the temptation of meeling
some question of the day, or fome bearing ofi,
the public mind, There is much mystic
verbiage, which some csteem to be of trans-
condental depth,  There is much pantheism
which some regard as original and sublime.
Your versatility will often be urged to follow
after these conceits. You will bo told ot
their amazing influence, They really ave:
nothing. They are the bubbles of the hour.
‘They cannot boast even a novelty. I con-
jure you, care little forthem. Yours is not
n diseretionary theme., It is unchanging.
Keep o it.  Abide by it, Itisone, butitis
an infinite one! Itis the word of Christ,
divinely true!  Itsrigidness cannever ham-
per your thonghit,  ltsiciteration can never
weary vourinquiry., Atno point canit re-
strict yon, It is alarge pluce, It is &
boundless range. Itis amine of \wealth,
1t is o firmament of power.  Whitherwould
ye go from it? It is the unwinding of all
the great principles. It is the expansion
of all glorious thoughts, It is the cae
pacity of all blessed emotions.

O Calvary, we turn to theet! Our natureg
a wreck, achnos, only canst thou adjustl
We have an aching void which thou canst
only fill!  We have pantings aund longings,
which only thou canst ratisfy ! Be thou the;
strength and the charm of our inward lifet
-Be thou the earnestness of our decpestinter-
cst!  Bethoninspiration, impulsion, divins
ity, andallt Qur tears neverrelicved us untxl.
thou tanghtestusto weep! Oursmiles onij'
mocked us until thou badest usrejoice! We
knew no way of peace until we found our
way to thee! Hope was banished from:ue.
until its dovo flcw downwards from. thes
upononr heart!  All wasdormantuntil thou
didst stir; all was dull until thou didat-ex-
citeus' Our cyesare still lifted tothec as
to the hill from which cometh our help)
Our feot shadl stand upon thee, O high-mouds
tain! and thou shalt make them cant)if‘
while we publishuthe glad tidings of 4 Christ

crucificd’—Rer, W, R. Hamilton, D.1.
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A GORPEL WITHIN THE
GOSIEL,

AN HXPOSITION OF LUKE XV, 11-32.
By Rev. Iilltam McKenzie, Ramsay, C.I¥.
PART IL.—SIN AND MISERY.

In this parable of our Tiord, so simple,
so touching, so artless, when regarded as a
chapter of human life, aud yet so profound,
and full of meaning, wien regurded us o
rovelation of the mysteries of thy kingdom
of heavan, all of ws shonlkl bo ablo
to find n place. It is a history of the
sinner in his sin, in his repentance, and in
his reception back again into the favour
of God. Wo are, all of us, reproduced
horo; cither ns we have ovor bLeen, or, as
wo are huping and oendeavouriug to be,
ot, a8 wo have becomo by God's grace.

+ Aud Hesaid, A certain man had 7wo
sons” In this significant beginning of
tho parable wo have the indication ofa
blessed truth. In one sense, God is tho
Father of all His intolligent creatures; but,
in a very specinl sonse, God is tho Father
of men. They are His sons. In the be-
ginning they were wore begotten in His
likeness, for ¢ God created man in His
own image, in the image of God created
He bim, maleand fomale created He them.”
Moreover, God. is, and remains the Father
of man, oven in their rpostacy from Him.
They are "His sons, His children, still
though they have bocomo * rebellious
children.” He deals with thom evon then
as & Father; His paternal .Jovo and grace
.axtending to the very vilest sinner. L'his
blessed truth porvades the wholo parable.

In this first portion of tho parable we
-have ahistory of the sinner in his sin and
moisery. A certain man had two sons:
and the younger of them said to his father,
Father, give mo the portion of goéds that
falleth to me.”

By this figure of a grown-up son, who
will be a youug man before his time, and
“cannot endure o wait until his father dies
for his inheritance, our Lord exhibits to us
the root and erigin of all sin. This re-
quest soundmn' so like a demand, derotes
the entire n\uen'\tlon of the heart from all
tlxo Tove and duty of a son. This son
bru\ks Joosé from his father. The bond
“of filial love is utterly broken, He fecls
the father's presence a restraint upon his
freedom. flis-will is to bo ontirely inde-
pendent, to have hisown wap. Estranged
in heart, he .can no longer tolerate the
"eilo\\shlp of his rwhtcom father, whose
authont) bad horetoforoconstrmncd himto
an ugwxlhng obedience, and so hoconfronts

him with his selfish domand—* Give me
the pottion of goods that fulleth to me
Iero we havo

Siv 1§ 18 Oniaiv,

In this extinction of tho filinl sontimont
in the heart, in this soverance of the bond
of love, the foundation of all truo duty
and dbedience, we have the seerct voot
and origin of all sin, far more exceeding
sinful in this its first beginning, and hid-
den prineiple, than in any afier manifesta-
tion.

Butit might be asked here, had tho son
not aright topreforsuch arequest? Had he
not at least a legal right? 1o only sought
the portion of goods that fell to him.  No;
not then. Ho could stand on uo right.—
"Theso goods woro not his.  Tho father, ns
long ns he lived, might have retained
them, for thoy belonged to him. And,
involuntarily, theson paid a tribute to this
truth when ho prefaced his demnnd with the
words of petition, « Fatlicr, gwe me my
portion.,” The blessings we enjoy, even of
an oarthly sort, are the gifts of our
heavenly Father. ‘They are His by right—
ows only by favour. And though we
may ignore this truth, and by an ucholy
appropriation call them our own, aml use
them only nccording to our own will,
only for ourselves, and for our own pleas-
ure and glory; yet we aro to remember
that they ara ours only by gracoe, the gifts
of our Father above; to be enjoyed with
Him and used for is glory.

This demund, for such it is essontinlly
rather than a prayer—selfish, uufilial, and
unfounded thongh it was, is not denied.—
It plainly indieated apostacy of leart on
tho part of the son, that he had fallen from
filial lovo and duty: but yet the father
remaius & father still, he will not now be-
come n hard and despotic master. Heois
not willing to have only a servant in the
place of a son, and when le finds that he
cannot keep him as his child, he wiil yield
the point, and allow him tho freedom of
of his own chosen way. Thus does the
blessed God deal with men who have for-
saken Him, with His rebellious children,
He leaves them to the freedom of their
own way. 1lo does not lay auy outwaid
restraint upon them, e does no! con-
strain them by mero authority to an uu-
willing obedience.  Neither docs ho with-
bold their portion of earthly good. Iiis
mercy is not taken away, it follows them
in all their wanderings hore. God is still
a Father, whatever they may have be-
come.

Tho extineticn of the true filial sentiment
in the kaart, indicated by this demand of

the younger son in tho parablo, is tha

hidden root of sin, but wo now begin to

see the process, or dovelopmont of siu.—

The acerct root inn the heart soou begius to

bear ita appropriate fruit, for « Not mapy

duys after the younger son gathered all to-
gother, and took his journoy into n fap
ccuntry.”  What! 1lad he become so
dead to every fecling which a son should
cherish, that ke could not remain undor
the same roof with his father? Iad such
a ueighbourhood vecomo so irksome, and
unpleasant, that hio was in haswe to leavo
it? was it possible that though he had got
his portion by paternal grace, yot he could
not enjoy it according to his own heart until
ho had placed along distance between
himself and home? It wasevenso. Tho
hidden apostacy of the Leart now bogins to
discover itself, and to be developed in out-
ward action, which is

Six ¥ 118 Process.

-
A son may leave bis father’shouse, tak-
ing with him a father's blessing, Ina
distant Jand his beart often fondly turns to
*hat atill beloved home, itis a green and
fragrant spot; the remembrance of it is
his solace in a lagul of strangers; and the
presenco of ¢hose there, wherewith a Jix-
ing, beeauso n loving, memory surrounds
hiit, with all their well-remembered werda
of hopo aud counsel, are a shield. nnd
buckler against ovil. Iitial love and duty
still live in his heart.  Bula son may seok
to leave bis father's house because, to all
filial love aud duty his Leart has become
apostate. Ile receives his portion thank-
lessly, and, with a beavy heart, tho pament
sees him go hisway. o is glad to bo rid
of tho restraints of his fathers house, in
Lasto to drown the memory of its words
and ways; no sooner does ho set bis foot
in the far country to which bie has gone,
than he gives the rein to all his pent-up
desires, and pursucs their chosen path
with eagerstep. Amongstrangers he feols
at Jiberty ; at liberty for words and deeds
which would load every heart at lLome
with shame and grief. And what is it
that so darkens this picture, that makes
it one of such excecding basoness?  What
is tho esseetial aggravation of hissiu? Is
it not just this, that, though he is a son,
yet in his corrupted heart all filia) Jove and
reverence aro dead and gone?

Reader, is this yourportrait? Would 1
be impossible, think you, to mnke good
against you a charge of heart-npostacy
from the blessed God? Does your wayof
life, your habitual course of outward ac-
tion, not indicate that root of bitterness in
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jour haart? Isit ot truo that you can
fully enjoy your portion in this lifo only
away from God! That you ean delight
yourself in your chosen pursuits and pleas.
uros best when QGod is farthest from your
thoughts? Nay, that you find it needful to
banish tho thouglts of your Father in hea-
o, if youare to enfoy them at all?  Just
« ko him igtho parable, who gathered all
ﬁgolhcr:’ind went into afur country, and
there “ wasted his substanco with riotous
living” ‘This suggests to us that Life
without God, which is

81 1x 118 CoNgUMMATION.

Far now from his father's house, far
from underneath his oye: beyond the reach
of his authority and influence, amony
strangers, in a land of strangers, this
spostato son feels at Jiberty.  Now, hecan
livo the lifo he has pined for, n life, the
vory zeat of which consists in the liberty
{rom all homo influence, in the wretched
freedom gained by thatfar separation from
tho father's houss. And what is the differ-
once between this, and that round of
pleasure which men call Life? What
gives tho relish to all thosa expedients for
spending time pleasantly, such ns the ball-
room, tho theatro, the jovial neeting with
kindrod spirits, which have received the
stamp of the world's approbation? 1Is it
not thoe unrostrained’freedom of such a far
soparation from every-holy influence? Is
it not beeauso, for the time, they come be.
tween the soul and Gud? Is it not the

broad braud of ungodliness upon them’

which gives thewm their zest aud relish f—
Thero is an utter incongruity between
such tecnes and fellowship with God.—
Let a child of God for onca stray among
them, one whose heart still beats with filial
love, and whosajoy consists in the presence
and fellowship of his heavenly Father.—
Lt himn by word or deed recal the thought
of Him who i Uis chief joy, and, straight-
way, the flow of wirth is checked, the
joat remnins half uttered, a shadow darkens
evory countenance, until somo one gathers
courago to make, in a tone of rcbuke, the
bold confession, that all such, things are
out of place there. ludeed! Then it ds
tho far country, far from the father’s house,
awny from his presence and influence,
whero nll things belp to banish the very
thought of Him from the heart: thosw
develling there lovo tu have it 8o, for on
this depends thoe very zest of all their plea

suro.

Iitfo without God is siu in ils consum-
wintibh.  Theintense word, here translated
«riotous living,” might be recdered “a

self-destroying Life.” The idea conveyed
is that of wasting life, not using it. We
need not confine the meaning to a life of
open riot, abandoned profligney, These
are of comzo included in the idea of o
wasted life, and Leartapostacy from God
is often consummated by such nilfe. A
lifo without God, & Godless life, .isemplmti-
cally a wasted and lost life. Such alifo
nay be accompanicd with hanour among
meu; it may leavo you all your cnorgics
to heap up riches, and you may succeed;
it may be spent in company with troops
of friends who cleer you on, but, without
God, you have never risen to the concep-
tion of whatlifereally is.  You aro* wast-
ing your substance” Iu a little while
all shall bo gone. In forsuking God,
you givo up your plrco in the Fathoer's
house, you sell your birthright: aud what-
ever may bo that other portion you have
choscu a8 tho prico, sooner or later it shall
Lo spent, tho Whole of it, and a great
otervity shall rewain behind utterly up-
provided for.

Wo seo here then tho beginuning of sin
in the bieart-apostacy of tho sinner, its pro-
cess in tho gradual forsaking of God; and
its consummation in a lifo without God,
an ungodly lifo may not be characterised
by glaring siu, It may be a'lifo adorned
with alloutward propricties, what men call
a successful Jife, lending to worldly fortune
and honour, for “men will praise theo
when tlhou doost well to thyself” DBut
reader if your life is spent not for God,
then emphatically it is a wasted life, you
are destroying yourself.

And now, in successive steps, the misery
to which sin lendsis exbibited to us.—
Fint,

Tue preinsiva or Waxr,

“ And when ho had spent all, there
arose a mighty famine in that land, and
bo began to be in waut.”  In a short time
all ho had gathered together wasseattered
and wasted. <Just at that point, giving
forco.to the wimilitude, it is said, ¢¢ there
arose a mighty famine in that land,” the
far country, far from the father's liouse.—
There is and must always be a famino
there, a Inck of the true bread, the proper
nourishment for an immortal soul. Per
tays for a whilo and with large means to
cornmand earthly pleasures, there is little
sense of want in the soul far from God.—
Pleasuro bas not yet palled upon the taste,
its full round has notyet been run. When
tho banquet is set, nnd tho chosen gruests
assomblod, it is not the time for carking
care. ‘Che hall resounds with mirth, with
tho song, and tke ‘est, and tho light laugh,

the shadows fleo away o thnt bour oflight
and thongbtless gnyoty,  But the morning
light looks it upon anothur rceno. The
guoats nro lled s the footstop sounds hollow
in tho ampty hall; thereinnants of tho feast,
the extinguishied tapers, the empty vessels,
aro tho rolies of departed joys.  The silont
vold around drives back the soul to coms
munc with itself, and then the scuse of
imward want wmakes itsolf felt. In those
intervals of pleasure, when tho soul, loft
to its own companionsbip, engages in tho
unwonted oxoreiso of reflection, it degins
to feel want, ‘Those iutervalg, to tho soul
without God, are dull, dark seasons, fruite
ful of sud thoughts and low spirits: for,
when the soul thus turns withip, it is
like one passing through an cmpty ban-
queting hall; a dull and dreary void is a

Jdt finde, That soul bas ¢ begun to be in

wart.”

Recoursg 1o Farse Herp.

This is the next step in the progress of
tho sinuor misery. When ho began to bo
in want, this npostate son ¢ went and
joined bimnself to a citizon of that country,
and he sent him into bis fields to feod
swine” Ho does not think of retuming
to his fathers house; ho sceks help in his
own way, persisting still in his apostacy.
Ho draws cluser the bonds of fellowabip
with thoso who dwéll in that land of
famine. And uow that impaticnco of
restraint, that Tust for indopendenco, which
had driven Limn from home, resultsin the
vilest sorvitude. Thus is it with the-soul
far from God. To driveraway the-dull,
aching scose of want, which he begins'to
feel, the sinner seeks a larger mensure of
thoso carthly pleasures which have thus
declared their insufficiency; he draws
closer his conucction with those who are
like-minded with himself; ho over requires
to seck nzeto pleasures and new companiog-
ships; these become absolute necessaries for
kimn, ho swust Lave them, to save him from
Limself, from being left aloné with Ids
empty soul; he must bave thom to keep
the sonso of want at arms length away.—
And thus, the freedom of sin, that liberf
for which men forsake Qod, resolves its )
at tho lust into r bitter, & profitless, and
degraded servitude.  For his utmost efforts
cannot preserve him from the last stago of
misery.

Urrer Desriturion.

Sent 1nto the fields to feed swine, “ho
would fain have filled his belly with the
husks which the swine did eat; and ho
man gave unto him.” Ho is left by thtés

among whom ke dwells, whoso help ho hiks
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sought, to perish.  They cannot Lelp him
oven if they would, And so witlr that
soul living without Gol. The very help
such an one secks, when want begins to
be fult, only deepens his misery.s The
pleasures of sin, liko tho lusks that the
swing did oat, are no proper nonrishmeont
for his soul. Every hour of his lifo on
earth may be filled up with them, bus his
soul, his immortal soul, only sinks into a
lower deep of want and degradation.~—
Thao paable depicta the extrame of outwand
poverty and misory, such ns, oftentimes,
docs result in fact from a lifo of sin; but
no such outward circumstances of want
and wrotchednoss, can add to the real
misery and degradation of ono who hus
oomo fo tho ond of a long lifo spont far
from God. God may bave given an ono
a fall portion hero; he still possesses all
the comforts aud luxuries of ecarth; he
‘bas Jived a lifo of vefined ploasuro in his
own'’ circlo of saciety; and even now, with
hosry head, and failing strength, ho fulfils
liko an hireling tho samo round of paltry
pleasures, which, to him, have long since
lost all-thoir zest.  Such an ono might be
liko a shock of corn, filling aud vipening for
the joyful home-gnthering; but there heis,
fading away in his ways, poor, degraded,
lost. How many might bo sons and
daughters in the Father's house, who prefer
to remain, in contented degradation, amid
tho ‘want and misery of tho !and of famina.

In this picture of the misery-consequent
upon:sin the colours ars strong, they are,
employed unspatiogly, and yet with per-
fect truth. How accurately, over in the
minutest touches, the pathology of such a
sin as infemperance is hero depicted.—
Here, for example, is & youog man begin-
ning life with the fairest prospects. At
tha first, the wine cup is only ono of many,
pleasures, used to fulfil the offices of good
fellowship. But, after the soul has begun
to feel want, it is sought aftor asa Aelp,
cither to give a new charm to thoso plea-
sipes which bave begun to pall on the
taste, or 8s a convonient defence against
tho depressing inroads of care and serious
thought. Thus gradually, step by step,
the desire grows, the habit strengthens,
until-the chains of a bitter slavery ave fast
riveted upon him, And then, at the
bidding of the now imperious habit, the
suggestions of worldly interest, the claims
ofaffection, even tho very sense of shame,
aro cast.aside, until, with wrecked means,
aod broken character, ho sinks to the fellow-
ship of the vilest offscourings of society,
t0reach arclong a prematyre and dishon-
oured grave. To the wan who bas for-

sakon God there is no scenrity agninst the
dominion of the most degrading sin; but
the man whoso heart still bants with filial
love to his Fathor in heaven, and whose
strength and defonce God i3, cannot bo so
anslaved.

Now, reader far from God; remember
that far country is a land of famine, where
you cannot sustain the lifo of your soul.—
In our nature there are capacities too large,
and wants too decp, to be supplied by
any earthly good. Though soparated fur
from God by sin, still Hois our Father,
our Qod, our chief joy: still our truo end
in lifo is to glorify Him; ana still wo have
our original capacity to enjoy him. It can-
not be, thon, that any mere created good, or
ovon all created good, should bo able to fill
wp in our soul that place which at the first
was sot apart for God. Thero must be,
sooner or Iater, a sense of want and misery
until Ho otcupies the true place in your
keart, veader, uatil you enjoy His favour
which 18 Jife. Moreover, the most hon-
ourablo placo which the world can give yon
as the roward for its service, is in reality
a position of deep degradation to onoe who
might fill the place of a son of God. Why
thon remsin in that far country? You
way try the whole round of earthly plea-
sure, you may seak ‘o fill your soul with
earthly good, but the end of life shall
sarely find you weary andempty. O reader,
that you would, even now, and without
tasting that bitter exparionco, hear the voico
of God calling on you in fatherly expostu-
Jation and entreaty—Whereforo do yon
spond your wmouoy for that which is not
brend ? and your labour for that which
satisfieth not? Hearken diligently unto
mie, and eat ye that which is good, and
let your soul delight itself in fatness—
Incline your ear, and come unto me; hear,
and your soul skall live,

—

MARY MAGDALENE;
OR, TAR FIRST APPEARANCE OF THE RISEN
SAVIOUR,

In Josopl’s garden, and at Joseph's
sepulchre, a woman is crouching in grief.
8he camo to waep, but sho did not expect
to find an empty tomb. Her heart is
heaving, big with sorrow, as her tear-
bedimmed eyes are attempting to gaze
into the vacant vault, But as she stoops
to look through the grey morning light,
the sight startles her, for there in the rock-
hewn tomb sho sees two angels sitting in
solemn contemplation. Her sobs arrest
their attention, for a woman's tears melt
oven the hearls of angels. * Woman, why
weopest thou 1 is their sympathizing cn-

quiry. “Beeauso thoy have taken away
wmy Lord, and I know not whoro they havo
laid Him," is hor heart's reply.  Uow faw
Marys nro thoro in tho world! Ifow ferr
there aro who weep for a lost Saviour)
Would that there were more, for ho ovor
deaws nigh to such sorrowing ones with
sweel words of comfort. And heso hio
comes to Mury, (or the sound of tho ap-
proaching footstep which turns her atten-
tion round, is that of Jesus, who has come
to surprise her, and to give her beauty for
ashes, aud the oil of joy for mourning, and
tho garment of praite for the spirit of
heaviness. ¢ Womnn, why woepast thou?
whom scckest thou?" are his soothin
words.  She, taking him to bo the gar’
dener, pleads with besceching tonderness.
* Sir, if thou hast borne him hence, tell me
whero thou hast laid him, and I will take
him away.” Josus listons in aileoce, and
stands for n momont beholding, for ha
loves to Jook upon such tesrs as those
which trickled down her chooks, It was
to him a bettor sight than that of hoats of
angels, with golden harps ranked up todo
him honour. Ho gazes with delight, be-
causo in her ho sces of tho travail of his
sonl and is satisfied. Then in his genlfe,
well known and heavenly acgents, ho says
" Mary” Itis cuough. There was mors
than magic in bis voico, That one word
brightons up her oyes with joy, Sbe
noither asks for a sight of tho nail-pierced
hauds, nor of the spear-thrust side, # Rab-
boni!" ¢ Master!” she exclaims, while she
casts horself o worshippor at his foct. “That
familiar voico bad, beforo now, sent sun-
beams of gladuness into hor dark, despair-
ing soul.  Jesus, however, tells her to re-
serve her adoration until he had entered
on his celestinl glory. Her duty now is,
not to lie & worshippor at his feet, but to
go and tell his brethren that ho was soon
{o ascond to His Father and their Fathor,
and to His God and their God. Mary,
clated with gladnoss, quickly benrs the
tidings to his disconsolato followers—tha
tidings that Jasus had indeed risen from
tho dead, and that she had scon and talked
with Him, She had gone to the grave
weoping; now she returns rejoicing, for
that Saviour who had dethroned ths idols
of her heart is alive again, and is still the
samo loving one he had over beon! 01
what am L” she would reason with her-
self, “that my Lord hath appeared thus
unto mei” But it was so like Jesus to do
ag ho dic then, and he is the samo yeator-
day, to-day, and for over. Any who.will
como weoping to contemplats .a crucified

Saviour in the tomb, even though 'vilér
than Masy Magdaleno ever was, shall so2n
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knosw of n truth that Christ is ticen indoed,
that they aro tisen with Him, and that

#00n, where he now is there shall they nlso
be X. Y. Z

THE WANT OF THE AGE.

Not n little is heard, now a days, about
« the wants of the age "—Good men and
bad, wiso men and unwise, real nad falso
philanthropists, the pulpit and the Jmm. all
have much to say as to the demanda of the
age, and the best way of supplyng them.

"Pho Fouricrite tells us we must 7 erd Au-
man beings, as wo do eattle; the Agrarian,
that we must divids up property and laud;
tho agitator, that wo must fill in wuh‘ his
favourite scheme of eacitement; the Swe-
denborgian that we must have fuith in lis
dreams; and the Mormon, that we must
bow down and worship in his temple.
Every one cries out, that the ago must
adopt Ais views, or it is undone! On.e
tells us the demand of tho age is for uni-
versal education; another, that it requires
Jiberty of specch, person, and conscience;
and still another, that it must and will have
an uphenving of the social state, and per-
fect uniformity of social privilege and en-
joyment !
JO)But as opposed to some, and far :xl}om
and beyond all these things there 13 «
waat, and itds the want of theage. Do you
ask what it is?  Jt is Tne aosprL!  This
is- what the nge wants—pro-eminently and
supremely wants—and must bave for its
improrement aud salvation.

The Lible is Tur book ¢ f the age—of this,
as of every age!—It is not antiquated, ol
fashioned, outof date!—It nceds no re-
modelling for the nineteent’s century; and
Lo is but & madman or a fool who pro-
tendsit! The idle, who would benmused;
the visionary, who prefers dreamning to re-
ality ; the vicious, who would wallow in in-
dulgence, may turn away from it to nevel-
ties, excitement, or the will silemes of
scepticism, Jclusion, :elfishness, anl Just.
But if souls are to be renewed, ¢mn
muaities benetited, the aze reg nerated, vur
country and the world redeaned, it must
bs by the Billc— 'y Clyistianity !

* The latcless spirits of the age inust yield
themselves to the law of God; the rree
spirits of the age fubmit thunselves to the
nghteousness which s by fith: the proud
spirits of the age be humbled to ackuow-
lodgze their dependonce on the cross; the
depraved spirits of the age, bo renewed by
the gospel of Christ asapplicd by the Holy
Spirit. The great ductriaes of the Bible
must be made known, and the great du-
ties of the Biblo prexsed Lome on every
constience, and heart, and life, o0 all thesr
powes, and by all the sanctions of ctermity !

Tho waat ar the age s the gospel; the
plin, unadullerated and umuoditied gospel
—the gospel preached from the pulpit,
taught 10 l&:o fanily and Sallath ~hod,
sent forth in the Bille, and tmet, and
printed volume, borne by the press, the
missionxry, the colpuriour, the private
Christian, to the city and wilderuoss—
&N, B. Puritan.

FORWARD! FORWARD!
FORWARD!

A WOKD TO THE ANXIOUS.

You have been awakened, consciance has
been alarmed 5 you have begun to feel the
tevrors of the law : you have heard the ek
of the whip, and felt it on yourback. You
are trying to escape from your sins; you
are not, as you used to be, a contented
bordsman, but yon pant to be delivered al-
together from sin in its power and its guilt.

You have been flying as best you could
from sin; but the wholc of your <ins are af-
ter you, and your couscience, with its cuick
ear can hear thoronnd of threatening judg-
ment.  “Alas!” yonr heart is saying, *“un-
less God help e, I shall be i heil”—
« Alas!” says your julgment, ¢ unless God
bo merciful, I shall soon perish.”  Every
power of your manhood is now upon the
alarm : the ditferent parts of your hoartare
talking to one another, and ihey arc allfore-
boding desperate nischiefl

Now, what shall I do for you? Shall I
pray for you? Ay, that T will. Shall I bid
you pray? Ay, that [ may: and we may
blend our prayers together—¢ God ho mer-
ciful to us sinners! Lord save us, or we pe-
rish!” But, methinks, while I am praying
for you, I hear my Master saving, * Where-
fore eriest thouuntome?  Tell them togo
forward, preach Christ to them, instead of
praving auy longer, or bidding them pray.

Deliverto them the message of the gospel
— Forward, sinner, forward to the cross!
Forward to the five wounds! Forward to
the bloody sweat and to the crown of
thorns! Goforward to the agonies of Geth-
semane, and to the death struggles of Gol-
gothn. Forwanl! Forward tothe place,

¢« Whero the fuil atonement’s made,
Where the utmost ranson’s paid.'”

Tknow what you say. « Right before me
rolls the great sea of God's wrath.  Tam
surrounded with 2 dark, dark night, and 1
see 1o light Lat the sheen of these terrible
waves of fire. 1 I go forward, God's eter
ual wrath is in the way.” Turward, sin-
uer, whatever may obstruct the way; let
tiut hiell itsdf Lluck up the road, for, doyou
not Luow that when Jesus is your leader,
tie will at onco divide the Red Sea of Jeko-
vab's wmth., He did dnide it; he went
through it himself when ho suffered the
wrath of Godinstead of ux  As yon go
forward, vou shzll find AMmighty justice
standing up as a protecting wall on either
hand, and vo Jonger rolling as a devouring
flood. Forward in the way of faith, in the
Saviour's name; and when you have prssed
through the dry bed of a sea, ounce deep
aud storiny, you shall Jook back and sec
tho deep sca swalluwing up vour sing, and
shallsing, * The dcpt.!ns‘bn\'c coverced them,
thaore is not uno of them left.” Forward
sinner, forward!

“Well,” saith one, I will pry abont
it.” Beware of substituting prayer for
faith, faith is your present duty, “Believe
v the Lol Jesus Christ and thou shalt
besaved™  « I will think about it a little

longer.™ Do no such thing, thinkingisa

'S

very poor substitnte for believing. For-
ward ! forward at once and on the spot:
“ Beline an the Lord Jesus Christ and
thou shalt be wved.”  « But I am not fit
to beligve.,”  Forward, in God’s name—
forward! What have you to do with fit-
ness?  God commundeth you to believein
his Son Jesus Christ.

Forward, is my mesage—1I come not fo
tamper with you, to deal with your “ifs”
and “ buts,” and excuses, and perdventures.
Hell is bebind yous; you are shut up on
the right hand and on the left by God's
providence, your own fears, and divine jus-
tico; there is but ono way of safety, and
that is tho wry of fuith, Forward, sinner!
“ Believe on the Lord Jesus Christ and
thou shalt be saved.” Why, some of you
have been frittering away sour time, weeks,
and months, and years, thinking about it,
praying about it, reading about it, hoping
about 1t, fearing about it, but never coming
to Jesus just as you me. Itisall wrong
—it is all wrong. God's command is noi-
ther work, nor fecl, nor fear, but it is sim-
ple and plaia.  Believe! Forward! Teust
8 Saviour's wounds; and trusting there,
there is life in alook at him, and you are
saved.

O, I wish T could get behind somo of
you and whisper & word in your car, for I
know what Satan saye. He says, «farry,
tarry, tarry™  Ah! ho lovesto have you
in the place of breaking jorth of children,
that he mav vex and torment you. Go
back,” sayvs he, “go back!” Ab, I koow
bo would like to have you at your old sine,
but you cannot go back il God bas once
brought you out of Egypt. I kuow what
he whispors. Ho says, It is of no use
going forward. If you believo in Jesus,”
says hio, “you will perish after all.”. Back,
thou old liar, back! God never did permit
aan yetto walk in 2 path in which Le
commaunded him to go and not to walk
safely. .

Forwanl, sinner, forwmard ! Christ is before
thec, aud heaven in him is before thee.  If
thoua stayest where thou art, thou shalt die.
If thou goest forwand, thou caust but die;
and, therefute, take the captain’s word, for
itis the wornl ofthe captain’s King—sSpeak
unto the children of Isract that they go for-
ward."—Spurgeon.

_—_ e - .l —

PRAYER AND PRAISE.

In arecent address the Rev. William
Arthur remarked:  «Thero was one Jine
of James Montgomery's glorious bymn
on * Prayer’ which be alwars disputed—

¢Prayer, the sublimesat straing which reach

The majesty on high.

“No, no. *Ho that offereth praiso
glorificth God! Prmiso was sublimest
strain which went up to heaven, and when
it was educed frotn human hearts by the
love of God and tho grwce of the Holy
Spirit, of all uxings tich and happy, shat
praiso was the highest and the most ac-
ceptable to the Rodeemer.”

-, f

The most dangerous infidelity of the
day is the infidelity of rich and orthodox
churchiea—Beecher.
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MOTHER.

Wher sho changed worlds, and Ubefore
that tine, what was she to others? A
small, old, delicate woman.  What was
ghe to us? A radinnt, smiling angel, upon
whoso brow the sunshine of tho eternal
world had fallen. Wo looked into her
largo, tender eyes, and saw not as others
did, that her mortal garmont had waxed
old and feeble; or if we saw this, it was no
symbel of decay, for beyond aud within,
we recognized Aer in all her beauty. Old!
hiow heavy and bitter would have been lier
long and slow decling, if wo had scen her
Tho days
¢hat hastoned to give her Lirth into eter-
nity, grow brighter and brighter, until
wlen memory wandered back, it had no
experience so swaet as those through which
sho was passing.  Tho long life, with its
youthful romance, its prosaic cares, its
quict sunshine, and deep tragedies, was
calininating to its earthly close; aud like
somo blessod story that appeals to the
heart in its great pathos, the end was

-drawing®near, all clouds were rolling away,

and she was stepping forth into tho bn)l-
lianey of prosperit{. Selfishness ceased to
weepunder the light of her cheerfu} glance,
and grow to be congratulation. Beside
her couch we sat, and traced with loving
fancy the newlife soon to open before her;
withtears and smiles wo traced it. Doubts
never mingled, for from earliest childhood
we had no memories of her inconsistent
.with the expectations of & Christian. Deep
in our souls there lay gratitudo that her
morning drew near; beautiful and amazing
it seemed that she would never more bow
to the stroke of*the chastener; fresh cour
-age descended from on higlh, as we realized
that thare was an end to suffering; it was
difficult o credit that ber discipline was
pemly over: how brief it had been com-
pared with the gloriviie existence it had
won her. How passing sweet were her
assurances that sho should leave us a while
longer on earth with childlik trust, know-
ing that our own souls needed to stay, and
that the destiny of others needed it.” But
the futare secined very near to her, and
shesaw us gathered around her in her over-
Insting home.  She grew weaker, and said
Lier Inst words to us  Throughout the last
day sha said but little, but often her tender
eyes wero riveted upon us; they said,
« Farewell! farewell!” In the hush of the
-chamber, a faint /Eolian-like strain came
from her dying lips; it sounded as if it
came from afar; then the angels were tak-
ing ber to their companionship.  She sofdy
fell asleep, resigning ber worn-out body to
us, and ske entered Heaven.

Ab! do we apprebend what a glorious
event it is for the « pure in heart™ to dic!?
We look upon the bride's beauty, and reo
in the vista before hor anguish and tears,
‘and but transieut sunshine. The beauty
fedes, the splendour of lifo declines to the
worldly cyes that gaze upor her. Deaf
and blind are such gazers, for tho bride
Jnay daily bo winning imperishable beauty,
yeb it is not for this wo:ﬁm.ci most ead,
a melancholy thing it scems when children

of u larger growth judge their parcnts by
their frail and deeaying bodies, rather than
by their spirits.  And more deeply aul
still is it, when the aged Joarn through the
youny to feel that the fieshness of oxist-
enco lias gono by with them. Gono by?
when they are waiting to be burn into a
uew and vast existence that shall roll on in
incrensing majesty, and uever reach an
end! Gone by.f when they have just
entered life, as it were! The glory and
sweotness of living is going by only with
those who are turning away their faces
from the Princo of Peace. Sweot mother!
she is breathing vernal airs now, and with
every breath a spring-like life and joy are
wafted through her being.  Mother, beau-
tiful and beloved ! some sweet, embryo joy
fills the chambers of my heart as I con-
template the scenes with which she is be-
coming familia. Dead and deeary Winter
robes the ecarth, and autumn leaves lie
under the snow liko past hopes; but what
of them? Isco on'; the smile of God’s
sunshine. I sece in the advancing future,
 love and  peace—only infinite peace!

FAMILY DISCIPLINE.

What motives are iaid upon all Christian
parents to make tho first articlo of family
discipiine & constant and careful discipline
of themselves. I would not undervalue
a strong and decided govermment in
families. No family can be rightly trained
without it. But there is 2 kind of virtue,
my brethren, which is not in the rod—the
virtue, I mean, of a truly good and sancti-
fied lifo. And a reign of brute forco is
much mora easily maintained than a reign
whose power is rigliteousness and love.
Thero are too, I must warn you, many
who talk much of the rod as the orthodox
symbol of parental duty, bat who might
really as well bo heathens as  Christians;
who only stormn about their house with
heathenish ferocity, who lecture, and
threaten, and castigate, and bruisg, and
call this femily governmunt. They even
dare to speak of this as the nurture of the
Lord. So much easieris it to be vivlent
than to be holy, that they substitute force
for goodness and grace, aud aro wholly un-
conscious of the imposture. It is frightful
to think how they batter and bruiso the
delicate, tender =ouls of tbeir children, ex-
tinguishing in them what they ought to
cultivate, crushing that sensibility which is
the hopo of their being, and all in the
sacted namo of Christ Jesus. By no such
summary process can vou dispatch your
duaties to your children. You are not to
be & savago to them, but a father and a
Christiann.  Your real aim and study must
be to infuse into thom a new life, and, to
thisend, the Lifo of God must perpetu-
ally reignin you. Gathered round you
as a family, they are all to be so many
motises, strong as the love you bear then
to make you Christ-like in vourspirit. It
must be seen and flt with them that re-
ligion isa first thing with you. And i
must be first, not in words and talk, but

visibly first in your love—that which fixes

your aims, feods your enjoymonta, sancti-
fies your plensures, supports your trinle,
sanelifios your wanls, contents your ambi-
tion, beautfies and blesses your charneter.
No moeck piety, no- sanctimony of phinso,
or longitudo of face on Sunday will suffice.
You must live in the light of God, n'nd
hold such a spirit in exercise a8 you wish
translated into yonr children.—You must
tako them into your feeling, asa loving
and joyous cloment, and beget, if by tho
graco of God you may, tho spirit of your
own lieart in theirs.

This is Christian cducation, the nurture
of tho Lotd.  Ah, how dismal is tho con-
trast of & half-worldly, enrnal piety; pro-
posing money as the good thing of life;
stimulating ambition for placo and show;

rovoking ill-naturo by petulancoand falso-
Rood; praying, to eave tho rule of family
worship; baving now and then a religious
fit, and, whon it is on, weeping and exbort-
ing tho family to undo all thut tho life has
taught them to do; and then, when the
passions have burnt out their fire, dropping
down agnin to sleep in tho embers, oly
hoping still that the family will some timo
bo converted! When shall wo discover
that families ought to be ruined by such
training as this¥—Dr. Bushnell.

SLAVERY TO HABIT.

Theo following horrible ilustration of the
force with which the habit of intemperanco
clings to its victims, was given by Mr.
Gough at a lato temporanck meeling, and:
vouched for by Mr. Gough as having come-
within bis own obscrvation:—A young:
man had broken the heart of his wifo by his
intemperato babis, aud sho was lying on
her bed of death. He was kuoeling by her,
watching the breath which was fast floct~
g away, as she besought him with im-
passioned agony Lo indulge no longer in
that intoxicating draught which ha killedt
her, and was fast hurrying bhim to tho
drunkard’s grave. 1hs heart was meolted
by her entreaties, and he promised that he
would drink no more till he received tho
cup from her band. She died, but scarcely
had tho breath doparted, when the mad-
dening desire for hquor returned. Ho
pourcd out the drmvght, but the thought.
of tho oath so solemnly pledged flitted
across his mind, and he desisted.” Bat tho
habit was too strong to to overcome. He
returned to the chawber of death, filied 2
cup with the liguid fire, raised the inani-
wato arm of his wife, clasped her cold fin-
gers around the cup and dmined its con-
tents to the very dregs.

If this man was not a slave where shall
wo find one? No thraldom of man to
man can bo compared with this. _For such
a vietim there is but one cure—Regencera-
tion! «Ye must be bom sgain.”

. e

Sue.—Tho only distutber of men, of
familios, cities, kingloms, worlds, is sin .
there fs no such troulder, no such traitor
to any siate, as the wilfolly wicked man;
no such enemy to the public as the enemy

of God.— ¥fogan.
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THE USE OF MAN.
The world was inmlo to be inhabited
by beasts, but studisd and contetnplated
by man; 'tia the debt of our reason we
owo unto God, and the homago wu pny
for not being beusts.  Without this, the
world is atill as though it had not been, or
a8 it was bofore the sixth day, when as yet
thero wasuot a creature that could con-
ceive, or say there was a world,  The
wisdom of (Jod receives small honor from
those vulgar heads that rudely staroabout,
and with a gross rusticity admire his
works. Those highly wagaify Him whose
Jjudicious inquiry into bis ncls, and delib-
orato rescarch into bis creatures, return
the duty of a devout agd learned admira-
tion.

Every essance, created or uncrented,
hath its final cause, and some positive end,
both of its essenco and operativn. This
s the causa I grope after in the works of
nature,  On Lﬁis aogs the providence of
God. To raise so beauteous a structure
as the wotld and the crestures thercof
was but his act; but their sundry and
divided operations, with their predestin.
ated cnds, are from tho treasury of His
wisdom . . .

‘Thers aro no grotesques in nature; not
anything franied to fill up empty cantons
aod unnecessary spaces . . . What
Teason mav not go ‘o school to the wis-
dom of bees, ants, aud spiders?! What
wise hund feacheth them %o do what
reason cannot foach us? Ruder heads
-stavd amazed at those prodigious picces
-of nature, whalgs, elephants, dromedaries,
and cawmels Theso, I coofess, are tho
«colossuses and mujestic picces of His hand.
Bat in theso narrow engines ther is more
.curiots mathematics; and tho civility of
theso little citizens more neatly sets forth
tho.wisdom of their Mnker.  Iconld never
.contsn{ my contemplation with those gen-
©ral picces of wonder, the flux and reflux
«of the sea, the increass of the Nile, tho con-
version of tho needls to the north; and
hava studied to match and parallel those
in the mwro obvious and negrlected picces
of nsture, which, without further travel, I
<an do, in the cosmography of myself.—
We carry with us the wonders we seck
without us, There is all Africa and ber
prodigies in us. Waare that bold and
adventurous piece of nature, which he
that studies wisaly learns in a compendium
what others Jabor at in a divided piecoand
andless volwne.—Sir Thomas Browne.

— e B - — -

PILGRIM STANDFAST.

A staunch old pilprim bo wax, as ever
ot out forthe colestinl city.  No persecu-
tions, nor any allurements of pleasure,
could turn him aside from the right way.
Suck & pilgrim was stundy John Knox,
who, when the londs of Quean Marv's
court Lade him stop Lis proaching, giving
hibn hut one alternative—+silence, or the
gullows™—would  make answer:—« My
londs, yon aro mistaken if you think you
can intimidato me by threats to do what

conscionca and God tell mo I nover
shadl do.  Bo it known to you that it is
1 matter of no importance to me, when I
have finishod my work, whether my
bones shall Dleach in the winds of
hewen, or rot in the bosom of the
euth.”

The same Staudfast blood beat strong
in tho beart of the martyr Icoper, when
ho went with «a firm step to tho fatal
stako. I am cowg hither to end this
lifi,” ha said, “becansa I will ot gainsay
the truth I have formerly taught you.”
And when a pardon from the (%uecn was
set before him, he cried out with a deter-
mined voice, * If you love my soul, take
it away; tako it away.” The price of that
pardon, he'well knew, must e a devinl of
the faith. So Bishop Latimer, when
summoned beforo #the bloody Mary,”
said, * I go ns willingly to London, to give
an account of my faith, as ever I went
to any plsce in my life” As he rode
through Smitbfield—that spot which had
such a Dbaptism of martyr's llood—he
said, «¢Smithficld has grouued for me a
long time.” ‘

Perhaps it is quito as hard for Standfast
to pursue his integrity amidst the tempta-
tions and pleasiires of tho world, as in the
fires of persecution. Where persecution
has slain its thousands, worldliness has
slain its tens of thousands.

A poor woman in India. who had em-
braced Christianity, was offered back tho
jewels and money which had boen taken
from Ler, oncondition that she would re-
turn to her old religion; but she replied:
“Ohno, I would ratherbe a poor Chris«:
tian than a rich heathon.”

And stili another Mr. Judson telis us:
of, who was very fond of her jowelry, yet
desired to follow Christ. When he asked
ber if she was willing to sacrifice them for-
His sake, she was for a time much dis.
turbed; but at length, taking off the gay
aecklace, which was her especial pride,
sho said with sweet and touching sim-
plicity: « I love Christ inore than this"

Can we all, when the world holds ouc
its glittering  baits to us, lay them aside
with tho same steadfast spirit, and say
with her, 41 love Christ more than
thesaI"— Christiun Chronidle.

THE INFIDEL'S RETORT.

A preacher perceiving, on one occasion,
among his hearers, an individual who was
kuown in tha neighbourbood as a ringlead-
or of infidelity, was iaduced to hiopo that
somoaltoration bad taken placo in his views,

To ascertain whether such was the fact,
ho called upon him the noxt day, and told
him how happy bo had buen to soe him at
tho preaching the previous evening, tho
wmoreso, 18 ba had besn given to understand
that ho did not believe the gospel.

“ Nor you cither,” said the uaceromo-
nious scaptic. .

“ What!" ho exclaimed, “do you meaa
sir, to eall mo a hypoerite §”

1 call you no ill names, sir,” he coolly
replied, « but what I roesn to say is this,

you have krown of my infidelity for yoars,

and though I have lived all the whilo with-
in a short distauce of your dwelling, you
have never before attempted to enlighten
mo A to theso matters, a thing which, to do
you justice, I must belinve you would havo
doze, had you thought them as important
a8 your creed would mako them; indeed,
I can hardly fancy that you would sec mo
going to hell, and nover try to save my eoul”

IN THE PRESENCE OF GOD THERE
IS FULNESS OF JOY. .

Tven in this world, where thero is muck of
God, how sweet to the Clristian is the senge
of Iis presence, and friendship, and lova!
What will it be in that world, whers it is all
of God? The_foretasto is blessed——what
must bo the fruifion! 'Lhe rags of the Divioe

lory are gladdening——what must be the fall
Eluze of that sun itself }

My soul 1 dost thou often delight to pause
in thy journey ?—does faith love to ascend its
Pisgah-Mount and geta grospcct of this Land
of Promise ? What is the grand feature and
element which swallows up all the circom-
stantialsin thy future blisa 2 Let Patrisrchs,
Prophets, and Apostles angwer—It is « Tk
Presence.” “In my flesh, I shall see Godl”
says one. X shall bo satisfied, says ancther,
“ when I awako, with Thy likenesa” “ The;
shall sco  His face,” says a third. Amid all
tho glowing visions of acoming Heaven vouch-
safed to John in Patmos, there is Oneall-
glorious object that has ever a peerless and
and distinctive J)re-eminence—(}od himself,
Thero is no candle—Why ? “For the Lord
God giveth them light {7 Theredsno temple
—Why ? “Forthe Lord God and thoLemb
aro tho templo thereof!” Tho Saints dwell
in bozjy brotbherhood; but what is the m}Bb;;
boun

of their union—their “chiefest joy
—“Ho that sitteth on the Throno dwells
among them I” They have no longer the in-
tervention of ordiuances snd means—Why?
Becauso “the Lamb that is in the midst 6f
the Throne shall feed them, and lead themto
living fountains of water I” They no Jonger
draw on the storchoase of the Promisege—
Andwhy? Beesuse “God bimselfshallwire
away alf tears from their eyes I7 ¢« No nap-
kin,” says a boly map, “but 1is own imme-
diate hand, shall wi&e my sinfal face I

My son} ! here is the truo “ Perie]”—~where
you will “see God face to face I” Hereiatho
true “ Mahanaim™—where ¢the Angtls -of
God meet youl” Here is the true Com-
munion of Saiots—“The glorious fellow-
ship of the Prophets—tho gogdly fellow-
ship of tho Apostles—ibo noble army of
Martyr3 " ¥et all these latter will be snb~
servient and subondinate to tho first—the
vision and fruition of God! Erven the recog-
nition of the death-divided (thatsweatelement
in the Believer's prospoct of bliss) will pals in
comparison jnto a taperlight befors this
“Glory that excelleth \” .

Reader? art thou among thess “pure in
beart,” who aroto “see God"? Remember
tho Bible's solemn interdict—* Without holi-
nessno man shall see the Lord ¥ Remember
its solemn admonition—** And every man that
hath this hope in him, purifieth bimself even
asHeispure” To “sceGod I* Ohlwhat
preparation noeded for so august a contem-
plation! Tofinite uaworthiness and nothing-
ness to stand in tho presenco of Ipfinite
Mnj&st{. Parity, and Glory 1 .

Caulwooder at tho much disciplinoreguired
ere Lcan be thas “ presentod faultless before
the presence of His ziory"t  How will thess
uveeded frnace fires b6 dimmed jnto nothing

when viewed from ‘the’ Sappbite thronal!
—Macduf.
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ROMANCE IN PRAYER. ctivious Clitistian prays, with becomiug | Him who weut about doing good,~2

“ ¢ { o
e LTI R et o ord i

Wo olton affront God by offering prayers
which wo are not willing to have answered,
Theorctical piety is never more decoptive
than in acts of devotion. We pray for
blossings which wo kunow to bo ac
cordant with God’s will, aud we persunde
ourselves that wo desiro thore blessings.—
In tho abstract, wo do desirc them. A
sao mind must be far gone in sympathy
with devils, if it can help desiring all virtue
in the abstract.

The dialect of prayer cstablished in
Christian usage, wins our trust; we sym-
pathize with its theoratical significance; we
find no fault with its intensity of spiritual
lifa. 1t commends itself to our conscience
apd good sense, as being what the phrase-
ology of devout affection should ho.  An-
cient forms of prayer are beautiful exceed-
ingly. 'Their hallowed associations fascin-
ate us liko old songs, 1 certain jinaginn-
tive moods we fall into delicious reverie
over them. Yet down deep in our heart
of hearls we may deteet more of pociry
thau of piety in this fashion of joy. Wo
are troubled, therefors, and ourcountenance
js changed. -

Many of the prime objects of prayer
enchaut us only in the distance. Brought
near to us, and in coucrete forms, and
made to grow life-like in our coneeptions,
they very seusibly abate the pulse of our
longing to possess them, because we can-
nop but discover that, to realize thom in
our lives, certain other datling objects must
be sacrificed, which we ar~ not yet willing
to part with. The parndox is true to the
life, that 2 man may even fear an answer
to his prayers.

A very good devolee may be a vory
dishonest suppliant, When Lo leaves the
height of meditative abstraction, and as
we very significantly say in our Saxon
Ebrase. comes.to himself, be may find that

is true character, his real self, is that of
no patitioner at all. His devotions have
beén dramafic.
clesat bive been but illusions. Ho has
been acting a pantomime. He has not
really desirad that God would give heed
to him, for any other pu than to
give him an hour of pleasurable devotional
excitemedt. That his objectsof prayer
should actually beinwrought into his char-
acter, and shounld live e his own con-
aciousness, is by no meaus the thing he
has beea thinking of, and is the last 5xing
he is ready just mow to wisk for. 1f he
hasa Cbristian heart buried up anywhero
beneath this heap of pietism, it 38 very

probable that the discovery of the burlesque |
of prayer of which he bas been guilty, |

will travsform his fit of romance into some
sort of hypochondsiacal suffering. De-
spondency is the natural offspring of the-
alrical, devotion.

Let us observe this paradox of Chris-
tianlife in wo or thres illustrations.

Ab eapivus Christan—wo must tolerats
the contradiclion; to bo trus to tha farts
of fils we it join sttange oppdsites—ab

The sublimities of the’

devoutness, that Qod will fmpart to him a
generous, loving ax»irit, and 1 conscioncy
void of offouce to all men. ¢His wind is
in a solomn state, his heart ia not insensible
to the beauty of the virtues which he
seeks, Iiis posturo is lowly, bis tonessin-
core, and salf-dolusfon is one of thoss pro-
cesses of wenkness which ave fucilitated by
the deception of bodily habitude.  His
prayer goes on glibly, till conscionce grows
impaticnt, and rominds !lim of certain pf
his equals, whose prosperity stirs up within
him that « ¢uvy which is the rottenness of
the bones.”

What then? Very probably he quits
that subject of prayer, and pnsses to m-
other, on which bis conscience is not so

lo.oyed. But aler that glimpso of a
bidden sin, how do tho clouds of estrange-
ment from God seem to shut him ju,
dark and damp aud chill, and his prayer
become like & dismal pattering of rain!

An ambilious Christinn prays that God
will bestow upon him & humble spirit.—
He volunteers to take a low place because
of his unworthiness. e asksthat he may
be delivered from pride and self-seeking.
Ho repests the prayer of tho pubhean, and
the benediclion upon the poor in spirit.—
The whole group of the virtues kindred to
humility seems to him as radiant as the
Graces with lovelinoss. Ho is seosible of
no ckeck in tho fluency of his cmotions,
till, &fs conscience, too, becomes aagry, and
daslies tho litde eddy of goodness whichis
just now covering up tho undertow of sel-
fishnass that imperils his soul. If then ke
is not melted iunto tears at tho disclosuro of
his heartlessness, that prayer probably
oodsin a clouded brow, nud a feverish,
querulous self-conflict. -

A reveng:ful Christian prays that ‘he
may have a week spirit; that Lie may beé
harmless as doves; that the synonymous
graces of forbearance, long-suffering, pa-
tience, may adorn his lifo; that he may
put away bitterness, and wrath, and avger,
and clamour, and evil-speaking, with all
malice; that that mind may be found in
him which was also in Christ. At the
moment of this devotional episode in his
experience, bo feels, as Rousseau did, the
abstract grandenr of 2 magnanimity like
that of Jesus, There is no doubt about
tho fervour of his theoretic love of such an
ideal of character; and he is about to take
courage from bis rapture, when his con-

scienca bacomes impertipent, -and mocks

him, by thrusting upon his lips the words
which are death to his couceit—  Forgive
nme as I forgive” If then ho is not
shocked into self-abhorrence at the ghast-
liness of his guilt, he probably exhausts
that hour of prayer in palliations and
compromises, or in reckless Impositions
upon the forbearance of God.

A luzurious Christian prays, in ths
good set phrases of devotion, for & spirit
of self-denial; that be may endure hard-
noss 88 3 good soldier of Christ; that he
may take up the cross and follow Ghrist;
that he may be ready to forsakeall that ho
bath, and be ChrisPs disciple; that he may

not live unto himself; that ke may imitato

who beenmo poor that wo might bo rich,
and who wopt over lost souls; In sucha
prayer there may ve, cousciously, no in-
sincority, but a pleasurable  sympathyy
vather, with the grand theughts #4d tho
grander fonling which the languago por
trays,  Tho heart is buoyant with ite
gascous disteusion to the bouuds of ite
great, awelling words,

This lover of the pride of life does not
discover his self-inflation, till conscience
pricks him with such gonda as these:
* Arg you living for the things you are
praying fort"—v What one thing are you.
doing for Christ which costs you self-
denial §’—** Aro you seeking for opportus
nities to deny ?‘onrself. to savo soulI;o"--
« Avo you willing to be Xike Him who had
not wheie to lay his head '~ Can yo
bo baptized with the baptism that He was
baptized withi” If, then, this effominate
ouais not roused to a moro Christ-like
life by the uncoveriug of his bypocrisy,
what a sickly mnrmuring of self-reproach
fills his heart at the collapse of that.
prayer? s

Such is human nature; such, but by
the grace of God, aro we all. We must
bo dull inspectors of our own hearls, if
wo have never discerned theve, lurking
beneath the level at which sin breaks out
into overt crime, somo single offence—
an oftence of feeling, an offence of habit
in thought, which for a time has spread:
its infection over the whole character of
our devotions. We have been self-con-
victed of falsehood in prayer; for, though:
praying in the full dress of sound words,
we did not desire that our supplications
%mluld bo heardat the oxpense of that one
idol, .

Perhaps that single sin has woven it~
self like & web over lavge spaces of ouyr
Jife, It may have run like a shuttls tor
and fro in the toxture of some plan of life,
ot which our conscicnce bas not glared
fiercely as upon a crime, becauss the u
of the world has blindfolded cousciencs
by tho respectability of such sin, Ye¥
it has been all the while tightening -its
folds around us, repressing our liberty in
prayer, stopping the lifeblood and stiff
ening tho fibre of our momal being, till
\\l’e are like kneeling corpses in our wor
ship.

’?‘hnt is a deceptive notion which at«
tributes the want of unction in prayer to
an arbitrary, or even inexplicable, with-
drzwvment of God from the soul. Aside
from the operation of physical causes,
where is the warrdnt, in reason or reve~
lation, for ascribing joylessness in prayer
1o any other cause than some wrong in
the soul itself? What says an old pro-
phet{ *Behold, tho Lord's ear is stot heavy
that 5t cannot hear; but your swipwities:
have separated betwaan yoo and your
God. Your sins have hid his face from:
you. Therefore, we wait for light, but
behold obscurity; for brightness, but we
walk. in darkncss. We grope for the
wall. like the blind; we grope asif we
had no ayes: wo stumble st noondsy ss
in the night; wo are in desolate places aa
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dead -men.”  Could words describo moro
truthfally, or axplain mora plitlesophitally,
‘that sphienomenon of religious cx;’)cricnco
which we call tho « hiding of God’s coun-
tonmuco §"

Jt -does not require what the warld
promonnces @ great sin, to break up the
sorenity of the soul in ita devotional
hourt, The expericuce of prayer has de-
Yeaty complieations. A littde thing, se-
creied there, may dislocate ita mechanisin
and arrest ita snovement.  Tho spirit of
prayer is w the soul what the oyeis to
the bodv,~—tho ove, so limpid in its na-
turo, of such fine finish and such intricate
convolution in its structure,,and of so
sensitive nerve, that the point of a ueedle
ny excrucinte it, and moke it woep itself
away.

Even a doubifed principle of life, har-
Troured in the heart, is perilous to the
peacefitlnoss of devotion, My not wany
of us find tho causo of our joylessness in
praver, in the fact that wearo living
upon somo unsctlled principles of con-
duct? Wo nre assuming the rectitude
of couracs of lifo with which we are not
onrselves honestly satisfiod. I apprelend
that there is very much of suspense of
conscience among Christiana wpon sub-
jocts of practical life, on which there is
no suspenss of action. Is there not a
pretty Jargo cloud-land covered by the
usages of Cbristian society? And ma
not soma of us find there the sin which
infects our devotions with nauscous incensa #

Possibly our hearts are shockingly do-
ceitful insuch iniquity. Aro wostrangers
to an oxperienco like this—that when we
monrn over cold prayers as 3 snisfortune,
we evade a search of that disputed Lerritory
for the cause of them, through fear that
wa shall find it there, and we strugale to
satisfy oursclves with an increase of spiri-
tual duties which shall cost us no eacrifico?
Arva wo never sensible of resisting the
hints - which the Holy Syirit ives us in
parables, by refusing to look that way for
who secrot of our deadness-—saying, “ Not
that! Oh no, not that! But let us pray
more”§

-Many a doubtful principle ina Chris-
tian mind, if ooce set in the focus of a
copscience illumined by the Holy Spirit,
would recolve itself into & sin, for which
that Christiny would turn and look up
guiltily to the Master, aud then go out
and weep bitterly.— St Hour.

AN BARNEST MIKISTRY.

. Ono elenient iu John the Baptist's character
was his earhestaess.  Tho phrase is familiar
15 us all;—it hos passed into_a proverbinl
Bavidg~"an afrest ministry.”  Hero was
o Jiving oxemplification of it; and its caruest:
noss Was thoseered of its power.  Joba (so
far as wo know) was neither polished, uor
1zamed, por eloquent.  Judging from tho briel
rocarded  specimen of his preachingy he had
uothisg of tha logical acunien and infelloctual
grasp of the great schofar'of Gamalicl. His
sentences, as wo have already sald; are stiong
—pointed—vigorons——cpigriunmatical;—iho
arrewy words of o bold, outspoken map—
DO more,

Bubt~ighticr thau all cloquence,and thag
nl} the logic and learning of the schools,~—his
winged appeals weat forlh from his jwmost
heart.  Tho words ivera those of one who
deeply folt all Mo anid,—whosb bvery utterance
cune welling forth from tho depths of an
earnest spul,

Alter all, thiy is what tho world, what the
Cligtel, wantg—n living earnestness, It is
tho eamest man who nloue can stand the test,
and shall slono be honoured in his work.
Have we not manifold jnstances i proof of
this inour own times 7 Look at those places
where thero hias been manifested o deep and
growing interest in diviue things,—and where
hundreds, before in o state of ntter indifference
and death, havo been brought to a knowledgo
of the truth, Whatis the instrnmentality
that has bLeen cmployed? Often the very
weakest. Ministers of little intellectual encrgy,
—ilevoid of sl the arts of oratory,—~who can
clothe their utterance only in tho simplest
and rudest garb;—butthey sremenin earnest;
—men who hate their work at heart,—who go
to it jn the spirit of believing prayer—aui-
mated by ono predominating motive,—~love
for souls and the glory of God. And where
there §s this earnestness and henrtrw‘ork, itis
pleasiog to see those of cultivated minds, aud
who may even be called fastidious hearersaud
worshippers,—many among them fat superior
to their instractors ju natural and acquired

ifts and knowledge of life,~sitting and listen-
ing with docility to the “siraplicity of the
truth.” It is the old sceno witnessed in the
Jordan wilderness,—those of strong and
vigorous intellect—liard-headed men of the
world—polished Pharisces—subtie Sadducees
~—soldiess with Roman biood in their veins—
officers trajued in all coart eliquette—isily,
farseeing tax-gatherers;—in oge trord, bun-
dredg skilled in tho world's logic,—~shrewd,
knowing'men of businesy—coming and sitting
at tho feet of this halfsavagelooking hermit
—a man all uaschooled in ‘worldly art and
courtly manpers and the busivess of Jife—
and asking him, * Phat shall 1we do?”

Aund the same chiaracteristic which gavohim
access to the hearts of the people, opeded his
way to the heart of tho Tetrarch. When no
other power todld havo reached the pollated
soul of Herod Autipas, the earnest truth of
the wilderncss messenger enabled Linjto con-
front, faco to face, the royal debauchee. He
honoured hiscarnestness, though e hated bis
giety. @ Herod heard hite gladly.” Why?

ecause ke kacso that he was a just man and
aholyy .

God grant us over an earmest midistry { Tt
will bo the might lever for d revica! In its
noblest sense.  Hero is the grand thems for
tho prayers of our people, that among minis-
tors au(fsmdenis there may be the infusion of
“tho atrneatlife.” It isthis aloue which wiil
confouud the rensontog and surmises of a setni-
infide} world. The world is keen in scanving
motives;—the wonid is discerning {sovtrely so
sometimes,) in estimating character; and many
draw the conclusion, (alas!too often with
good reason !} *Theso men, preach as thoy
may, are not in eamnest;~they aro only skilfal
plagers on nn instrument.  ‘These pulpi
orations are shams, ideal pictures, not, counter-
sigoed by the life.”  Hundreds £6 away from
the housc of God with the smiie on their face,
and Ezckiel's words on their lips, « 2%, Lord
God, doth ke nol sneaks paradles?” Eack.
xx. 49.—-Macduf, *

Setr—Do vou want to koow the man
agniast whom you bave most resson to
guard yourselft Your }ooking-%];;ﬁm will
giteyouafurlikeness of his faco.— Whately.

THE FULNESS OF JESUS.
I lay my eins on Jesus,

ho spotless Lamb of God4
Ho bears them all, and frecs us

Fron the uccursed load.

bring my guilt to Jesus,

To wash my crimson stains
White in bis blood mest precious,

Till ot a spot remains.

1 )ny my wauts on Josusj—
All falncss dwells in him,
I1o heals ull my diseases,
He doth my soul redcem,
I tay my gricfs on yesus,
My burdens and my cares—s
He from thom all relenseg—
Ho all my sorrows shares,

X rest my soul on Jesus—
This wenry soul of mine }
His right hand me ombraces,
X on his breast recline. .
1 love tho name of Jesus,
Tinmanucl, Chrlst, the Tord}.
Liko fragrance on the breoses, ’
His name abroad is poured. .

I long to bo like Jesus, _ -
Meek, lovaly, lowly, mid}
I long to bo like Jesus,
. Tho Father's holy child.
I long to bo with Jesus
Amid the heavenly throng,
To sing with enints his praises,
To learn the angel's song.
Réy. Dr. Donurs.

Y

ON THE LOVE OF GOD

Thou deep abiyss of blessed Love,
Tn Joxus Chrlst to us unsedl’y, ]
Fire, hich no fihjlo hedrt conld provy,
Depihs, Lo no hiamen thobght roVeai'd}
Thou lovest sinntrs--lovest me, -
‘Thou blessyst thase who ¢ Thees
O great, O king, O loving Onty o
What worthless greatares shiti'st Thoa ont

Thou King of Light! vur decpest Inngl{xg )
1sshallow to Thy depthaof grscei
Deep aro the woes to us belonging,
But deeper far Thy joy to bloss.
Tedch vs 16 trust tho Fathet's love,
Bl lobking to tho Son above;  *
Blest Spirit! through our spirits pour
True prayers and praises evermore

Jesas! Thine own with rich grace filliag,. .
Tiy mighty Llessing onvs shed,

New life through every member thrilling,
Diffused fram Thee, the Hiving Head;

Shew us how ght Ty mild yoko s,

And how from sclf's bard yoko if frees,

If Thou wilt teach Thy Tiouschold sb,

Tho wosks tho Master’s hand shail showy

—~Count Zinzendosf

Toxgue.~—Give not thy tongue tow great
liberty, lest it take theo gmo?'lge‘xl' A'%
unspoken, is like the sword in the scabbard,
thine; if vented, thy sword 1s in another™
hand. If thou deauro fo o held wise; be
80 wise'as to hold thy tongue.—Quarlés.

e e ATy
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S8TEADFAST OGNFIDENCE.

I am not unacquuinted witk your per-
plexities, and Iehall tell how my mindused
to work in producing thew. [ though,
with myeell, «Since I have professed the
gospel; I huve acted inconsistently with it
—more 50, I fear, than a Chiistinn could.
If I am a Christinn now, I was one thent
for no chauge has bappened in wy views
of the Gospel; therefore I fear I am not
oue at-all.”  Thus was I ready to bo led
cither to despriv on the one band, or to #
confidence fowided on my Christiun charne-
ter on tho other.

But this kind of reasoning goes opposiio
tothe whole terior of the Scriptures. Con-
siders as thé sum of those texts (0 which 1
refery the epistlo to the Helnews, chap. i,
verse-14 :i—t For we are made partakers
of Christ, if we hold the beginuing of our
confidence sicadfast to the end.”

What the beginning of the confidence of
theso Hebrows was, nnd which they are
hizre exhiorted to hold sieadfust, we see in

ctsii. They had lately murdered the

oh of God. Convinced that they had
done 8o, they were pricked in their liearts,
wlille at the same time they received the
word' gladly. These effects of the down-
pouring of the Holy Ghost as a comforter,
ahd as the Spirit of adaption, in opposition
tb the Spirit of bondage under the {aw, are
cotformuble to the account which Christ
;S:n:e of the effects of the Comforter, or

pitit of adoption, when he should come,
Joba xvi. 7-9. We seo these Jews, in
Atts i, convinced’ of sin because of their
unbelief, aud pricked to the heart; while
at-the' same time, convinced of righteous-
ness by the resurrection of Christ, they
received the word gladly, and rajoiced ; and
donbiless this was tho fiest period of the
Spirit of adoption. These persous, looking
back to their former lives, saw thero the
blackest stene of iniquity which ever dis-
graced the annals of maukind—the reject-
ing, betraying, and wurdering the everlast-
ing- Schovah manifost in the flesh. In
themselves, therefore, they were aliogether
itdespair, and perceived no ground of con-
fidence in God for the remission of sins,
the Holy Spirit, and eternal lite, but what
tho righteousness manifested in the resur-
roction of Christ, and the love displayed in
it, afforded them. On the other hand,
totwithstanding all the nggravativng of
their sing, they saw nothing wmore to pre-
vent their hopa than that of the apparently
most virtuous. Assured thut IEIG blood
which they had shed cleansed from ail sin;
certain that Christ had entered into rest,
Had overcome every obstacle whick could
opposd the vilest, or prevent the weakest,
and had promised saivation to every one
that believed; they could not but trust in
GID(} for the remission of sins, deliverance
from their power, and entering along with
Christ into his rest. To theso Hebruws,
tHen; after (in consequenceof receiving the
word gladly) they had for many years con-
tigued steadfastly in tho apostes’ doctrine,
and-fellowship, and in bizaking of bread,
apd in prayers, this spostle writes, «We
aro made partakers of Christ, if wo hold the

beginning of our confidenco stemdinat unto
the end.” W have seen what this begin
ning was.  Now this it is which they me
ohorted 1o hold fast.

And wo shall evidently sce how much
oceasion there is for an exhortation of this
kind, if we atteud a Jittls to the dange
Christians uro in, of turning asido fom the
tesitmony they aro .commanded 1o hear:
«"his is my beloved Son, in whom 1 am
well pleased.”

\\’K;on persons at first believe the gospel
of Gad, looking back to their former lives
thoy seo nothing but oue scene of unbelief,
or making God a liny, by rejecting tho tes-
tiony heshna given of his Son, and con.
sequendy of loving the world in prefereunce
1o God. Despairing then in themselves,
thoy think not at thia senson of building
the smullest hope upon anything they over
did or conld do; while on the other hand
(and which is inseparably conneeted with
the former) nous of their sins, howover
great; can appear in the least digree to
affect the most livelv hope of salvation—
which comas unasked, which supposes sin,
and which is conferredd by the lova of God
through a divine rizhteousness, without the
smallest raspect to human worth. So that
that very thing which shuts them up from
all hope in self, occasipning the most
thovough selt-despair (that is, all men being
in one common situation beforo God, God
not vespecting iuman worth, or any thing
whereby one man stands distinguished from
his fellow, but according to his sovereign
grace, choosing some to eternal life in dis-
tinction from others); I say thut very thing
-which shuts np from hopoe in sclf, effectu-
ally takes away all that despair of salva.ion
which greatness of sin, or any other thing
could produce.

Thus it is with Christians hearing the
word of God, and free from the doctriues
and commandments of men, when they finst
believe the gospel. But alas! how often
may it be said, “How is the gold become
dimn, how is the mest fine gold changed I”
When men believe the gospel, they receive
the truth in the love of il; for the natural
cunstquenco of secing nothing between
them and eternal misery, but the work of
Jeaus Chirist, is above all things to Jove and
prize Him, who, that he might become a
vefuge fiom ovory storm, *though bo wus
in the form of God, took upon iliw the
form of a servant, beemae obedient to the
deathof the cross, and hid not his face from
shame and spitting.” Again, the necessary
efiect of Jove is, the feelings of love, and the
natural cousequence of both, the pleasing
the beloved object, which, with regard to
Jesus Christ, consists in keeping bis com-
inandments. The necessiry consequence,
also, of belioving the gl tdings that
Christ bas becomo a sucnlice for sin, and
that in this Jehovab is well ploased, s the
hope of a participation of all things which
Christ was manifested to bestow. The
natural consequeuce of sceing God mnni-
festing his justice, a3 well as his mercy, in
the remission of sins, is hope in God's
mercy, as nothing but the justice of God

can appear to opposo this. ‘Lho conse-
quence of knowing the purpose of the

wnuifestution of the Son of Gad ta ddliver
fiom sin, and tho eternnl design of God to,
save 4 peoply fiom all iniquity, to havo
fellowship with him in the contemplation
and possession of his perfections, 1a the
carnest desive of sanctification and confor-
mity to Christ; winlo the effvet of knowing,
that Jesus, in overcoming every obatacle
which could oppoze his entarving into 10,
ovoreame it tho same time every obstacle
which could prevent the chicf of sinners, is
the -hape of entering into the same rest.
Further, the necesawry consequenco of this
hopa is joy and peace.  Aud once more,
the nutural effect of the beliof of his bumi-
tiation, who, on itccount of sng,~—not his
own, but his peoples—eudured at onco the
hiding of the lfuther's countznance, the
temptations of the dovil, and the perscen-
cutions of men, must be repentance and
Godly sorrow for those sins which thus
brought the Son of Gad to the crose, Thua
then are love, obedicnce, hope, repentance,
produced by the faith of tho gospel; and
so far all is well, and in its proper place.
But alas! how often and how andly is the
wholo 1eversed. It is true, that all thedo
things aro the inseparable ovidences and
eftects of tho truth bieing belisved; but the
heart of man iz desperately wicked, and
deceitful above all things, ever praugs to set
tho traths of God at variauce.  Under the
pretence of exummniug by these thingys
whether or not the truth is helioved (whielyy
is not improper, but often enjoined in Scrip-
ture), theze things are put instead of that
truth which produces them. The intention
and naturo of self-examiuation scems to be-
this: when # man bas firm belief in God's
mercy, and thinks that bis hope is alto-
gether founded upon the work of Jesus
Christ, ho is called to examine whother or
not it produces thoso eflects which hope
apon the true foundation ever must produce,
But it often happens that men, instead of
examiving themselves in consequence of
the auswer of a good couscience towards
God Uy the rvesurrection of Jesus Christ,
and while enjoying the sense of the remis-
sion of sins through his sacnfice, examine
their evidences of Chrirtianity, that is their
love, obedience, hope, joy, peace and re-
pentauce, wken their consciences are bur-
dened with a seuse of yuilt, and so plainly
put these evidences m place of the blood of
Jesus Christ.

1ecre let us pause.  Is tho beginning of
theconfidence thus kept steadfast { or rather,
do not all such give up the confidence and
rejoicing of the hope, being moved away
from the hopeo of the gospel? When the
gospel was first believed, when they were
oppressed by a senso of cuilt, and destiluto
of every avidenco of Cliistinnity, they had
then no other recource but the blood of
Jesns, Mo was then as rivers of water in
a dry plice, and the shadow of a great rock
in a weary kind.  But now—tiwey have
other waters and other rocks besides him;
now, when oppressed by seuse of guilt,
they can fly away to their evidences, slight-
ing tho evidence of the good pleasure of
God in the work of bis beloved Son, mani-
fested in his resurrection from the dead!
Thus there is a distinction made besweon
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themsclves as sinners beforoe they belioved
the gospel, nnd thomseives as Christiang
sinco they beheved, in a respect whervin
tho Sertptire warrants not the smuilest:
nauely, in the way of relief from o somo of
gkt and 1 the ground of theie enconrage-
went in approacmag God.  When sinner,
they sought notlung more to relicve thew
guilty conscionces, nothiny more whorewith
to approach God, than what asured them
that God had aceepted of, aud was alto-
gether well pleased i the work of Cheist,
Now, let this bo as it will, they cannot be
comforted, they cannot approuch, Lefore
thoy see that they beliove this, and that st
produces pro‘»er effects upon them; things,
the ono of which can ounly be known, and
the other ouly produced in the way of
having ther whole confidenco foun led on
the blood of Jesus, and by ths lwing alto-
gother and fully encournyred to draw near
unto God. 1In fine, they uro no mors help-
lesa munuers pricked m their hearts, receiv-
ing the wonl gludly, and so approuching
(od; but good Cliristinng, proud of their
evidences as distinguishing them  from
other meon, and coming to God in conse-
quanceof presenting therr Christian chinrae.
ter fustead of the sucritice of Jesus Christ,

Here, thon, we seo ono way in which the
beginning of the confidence is not kept
steadfust to the end.  For surely afl must
allow, that there is a wmatorinl  difference
betweon the beginning and the end of this
confidence; a boginning and end as different
as trust in God and trust in self: as differ
ent 18 glorying in the person and work of
Christ, and gforving in our own persons

and our own works,

But there is yet another way intimately
connected with the former, in which the
begitnivg of the confidence is not kept
steadlast to the end.  To put love, obedi-
ence, hope, joy, peace, repentance, in place
of the work of Clirist, is evidently to destroy
thomall.  For inatance, when we think we
aee, or wich to see, other thines than the
work of Christ between us nnd misery, love
to him a8 the only refuge must be impaired
in propottion; hope ako must be lost; joy
aud peace Loo cannot be kept alive, or de-
ceit alone preserves thems nor shall we
mourn 1nuch on account of these sing, of
which anything ¢ but the work of Christ
gives us the confidence or prospect of for-
givoness. Here, then, nro the effeets of the
grospel wone; and thus forsaking God, the
fountain of living waters, we must hew out’
to ourselves broken cisterns which can hold
none.  The mind of man is formed for
sctivity, and the desice of happiness is there
a fist and weecesary prineiple, and when
wa do tiot find happiness w the Creator,
wo ust be secking it in the creature,
Forsking the love of Clirist, we must be
Plnci?g our atiections on appasite objects,
that iy, upon somewhnt 1 the world, “the
lust of the fleh, the Just of the eye, or the
prida of life.”  Foraking the hopo of the
gospel, wo must be secking a Lupe in this
world, producing a correzpondent joy and
peace, wial our former go:lly sorrow will
Zive plica 10 “the sorrow of this world
which woikoth duath,”  Thus are sdf-
righteoncaess aud the love of the world

inreparably connected.  But will the con-
seience of such o man be easy? Alus! no.
The remembrnes of his departed hope,
fove, amdd joy, will haunt him, hat 1 inhand,
with the conscioustiess of his present alieu-
ation; and winle he has Just hopo from the
gospel, and cannot take comfort from what
he 13, he will atrive to obtain some glimpse
of kope from what ke was, Toll him * the
blood « f Jesus eleanses from all sin,” hio will
grant it in words, when in fuct he denies it.
Granting that the greatest sinner, at first
hearing the truth, may, and ought to set
bis hope in God; he will doubt, if one long
professing the gospel, aud loug in works
denying it, hins the came ground to do so.
Iere, then, is a denial that the blood of
Jesus cleanses frow all sin. Formerly (that
is, when the truth was first beliesed), com-
furt and bope sprung froin the truth, in the
very worst views entertained of sin: now,
unless he be free, s ho thinke, from sins
inconsistent with Christianity, no hope can
be catertaived,  flere then, again, the be-
qinnéng of the confidence is not kept stead
fust wito the end. Formerly, whatever
godly sorrow sin mighit produce, no sin,
howover great, oceasioned distrust fur enl-
vation, the gospel removing every cause of
it. Formerly, no unworthiness counld make
us judge omrselves unwortby of cternal life,
knowing that God viewed us still more wn-
worthy than we could possibly view our-
selves. Now, sin produces not so much
godly sorrow, us despair.

What is there, then, which can recover
from such a situation? What can again
restore to hiope? The Lord will in(llzeed
restoro the souls of his sheep: but it will
not Lo by their getting a better opinion of
themselves; nay, we may sufely say, on the
coutrary, that it will be whilo they enter-
tain aworse. That same truth (which levels
fenan pride and abases human worth,
while it scts forth God as our boast, and
God as our righteousness; that same trutb,
which first quickenod to lively hope in God
when dead to all other, and destroyed every
degree of hope in sclf once entertajned;
that very truth alone) can now revive the
smme. Lot us thien, yhen fulling into un-
belief, nnd consequently into the love of
the world, and so eitber having hope in our
own righteousness, or repining for want of
it; let us, while thue arking that question,
* Wherewith shall I come before the Lord,
and bow myself before the bigh God1” or
that in Remnans x. 5, “Who shalf ascend
into heaven, or who shall descend into the
deep 1" let us, I sy, remember, that « the
word i3 nigh us, even in our mouths and
in our hearts,” that which we profess to
believe; and neither having, nor wishing to
have, hopo founded upou our own righte-
ousness, Rut confessing ourselves the chicf
of sinners, let us take comfort from that
wond, which to us, assuch, brings salvation.
The etfect is sure: wo ahall again, through
the resurrection of Jesus, have lively hope;
we shall again be filled with joy and peace
in believing; we shall, abave all things, lovo
Him who s free from all variableness and
shadow of turning—tho samo yesterday,
to day, and for over. This love also will

conetrain us powerfully, not to live unto

ourselves but unto him; pouring contempt
upon all that the world holds excellent and
worthy of love. This unchangenble love
and kindness, contrasted with our own in-
gratitudo and backsliding, will then too
produco that godly sorrow, which leads to
repentance never to bo repented of. Thus
then do men live by faith; thus do they
fall by unbeliof; and thus ave they again
restored to live by fuith; that is, by that
very truth, by the faith of which they for-
werly stood, aud by the unbelief of which
thoy fall.

Tho whole design of what hias been said,
is to inculeato the great nceassity of glory-
ing, first and Inst, entirely and exclusively,
in the cross of the Lord Jesus Christ, It
i frecly admtted, that it is highly proper
for professurs of.the fuith to examine them-
selves by their fruits, but then of what ars
these fruits the evidenco? OFf their faith
in Christ, and hope in him aloue for salva- .
tion; aud therefore no works can afford any
evidenees of those that perform them being
the people of God, unless they nre conscious
that theso works flow from the faith and
‘ove of the gospel, as the solo ground of
their confideuce. It is of the Jast import-
anco fur professors of the faith to be fully
convineod, that when they backslide from
God and his ways, they cau only b re-
covered by that truth whieh first quickened
them, and that the fres and sovereign grace
of God can alone renew their hope and joy.

"o this purposa we have many examples
w the word of God: and particylarly the
case of the Churches in Asia is exactly in

point, recorded in Rev. chapters ii. and iif,

[ho Ephesians, baviog left their first love,
are called on ““to remember from whenco
they had fullen, and to repent.” The Church
in Surdis, having departed from their live-
liness in God’s ways, is exhorted ¢ to .re-
momber how they had received and heard,
wd to hold fast, and 1epent”  Amd the
Laodiceans, having fullen into a self-righte-
ous and lukewarm state, bighly offensive to
Chirist, are connselled by him “to buy of
him gold tried in the fire that they might
be rich, and white raiment that they might
Lo clothed, and that the shame of their
aakeduess might not appear, and to anoint
their eyes with cye-salve, that they might
ree.” :

It is then a comfortable and safe doc-
trine, that Christians, in all their defections
and sins, must have immediate recomse to
the blood of Jewus for pardon and penco of
conscience. They may perhaps bave, at
times, reason to doubt if they ever knew
the truty, and this may be a state of mind.
salutary to their souls in certain circum-
stances, but they ought at all times to bo:
convinced, that the gospol is truc, and suited
1o their case, althongh they themselves
should bave been self-deccivers, and thus
to be encouraged, while it is called to-day,,
to draw naar to Gad, aud call on bis Al-
mighty nawme, who has assured us that
none shall ever do so in vain. Rom. x.13.

He who is nctivo and agile, who works
as well as wishes, who adds endeavours to
bis desires, will quickly be a cedar in grace.
—DBrooks,




GLAD TIDINGS.

Pey——

143

THE WONDROUS LOVE OF OHIRIST.

THE HOUR COME.

Our great and glorious Redeemer hav-
ing, as the mau of” sorrows, tho servaut of
the Father, and the representative of his
rcoplc, finished bis work of teaching, and
his active Jubours for his people; and being
about to endure the cume, sustain tho
punishment of their sins, and make an
infinito ntonement for them, presguted
himself before themn as the great Jnterces-
sor. In his address to his Father in their
heating, he opened his Joving heart, disclos-
cd the depth of his sympatby, and gave
utterauce to his unbounded desires for their
welfure,  How sublime his language! how
exquisitely tender his pathosd how pro-
fouud his thoughts! My tho Lord, the
Holy “Spirit, lead us to meditate on his
wondious prayer to our own profit, and
his glory: * These words spake Jesus,
and lifted up his eyes to heaven, and said,
Fatker, the hour is come, glovify thy Son,
that thy Son also may glorify thee.”
{John xvii, 1). Observe—

What Jesus did. « fle Jifted up his
eyes to heaven.” This was expressive of
desire, coufidence, expectation, and rever-
ence. Of desire,—for as when wo speak
to any oue, and desire a reply, we naturally
turn to thatone, and look bim in the face:
80 Jesus lifted up his eyes to heaven, the
place of his Father's throue, the home of
his Father’s glory, where he bad luin in
his Father's boson: Trom cverlasting.  The
deep and intense desire of iiis acul dirceted
his eyo upwards,, Of expectation,—for he
expected a reply;and we, when we expect
& reply, look toward the parly wo address.
Hence David says, *In the morning will
1 direct mny prayer unto thee, a:u% will
Jook up.” When we desire auything of
God, which he has promised in his word,
and which we believe will be for our good

-and bis glory, we should Jeok up, ard ox-
pect toreceive it.  Of confidence,—bo had
the strongest confidence in his Father, and
therefore he lifted up his oyes, and looked
for sympathy and a roply. ~ So we should
Lave confidence in God. He loves to be
trusted. Ho has given us many excoeding
great and precious promises, to which he
bas added innumerable proofs of his faith-
fulness, to induce us to exercise confidence
in bim. Let us, therefore, ask in faith,
and.believe that our God will give us the
desires of our hearts. Of reverence,~—
Jesus in the model worshipper. In him
wo see strong desire, earnest expeetation,
unquestioning coufidence, and profound
reverence.  Ho was all solemnity; yet
thero was no dread, no terror, no slavish
fear. How different to the unballowed
freedom of somne profesors! How dif-
ferent to our own approaches to God at
times! Ho lifts up bis oyes to heavey,
and with a soul burning with zeal for his
Father's glory he said,—or poured out his
whole soul, for himself, for his disciples
then present with him. and for his people
down to the very end of time. Let us
-notice,—
What Jesus said.

Ho said, “ Futher,”
or My Father.

e came to God &s a son

just God while he was the Saviour.

—ns a son conscious of his father's Jove—
as ason who had been doing, and was
now about to sufter, his futher's will, 1le
renlized his relation to God, which was
peculiar; for he wae the Son of God as
none other ever was, or ever will be.—
Angels are the sous of God by ereation,
and wo are the sous of God b{ adoption
and regenerntion ; but be was the only-le-
gotten of the Fathier, the brightuess of his
alory, and the express image of his person.
How the Son was begotten of the Father
1 know not, do not ask to know. What
precise iden is to be attacked to the word
begotten, when applied to the co-cquul
and co-cternal Son of God, 1 know not,
do notexpect to know. That it imphes
sameuness of nature, is clear.  Thatit does
not interfere with the independence of the
Son, 1 believe. Lach of the divine per-
sons possesses the whole Godliead,—cuch
is equully, eternatly and essentially -God;
therefore equally the object of trust, re-
varency, and religious worship. "T'he Father
is not the Son, ner is the Son the Father;
and yet the Son is as really. truly, and
otertally  God, ns the Father. Thus he
stands Vefore his Fatber clothed in flesh,
ouo with his people, acting for his peoplo;
but though c}olhcd in flexh, he isthe Son
of God, one with God, and acting for God.
But T would rather stand and adore, than
try to understand or eet forth so great a
mystery; for the mystery of godliness is
confessedly great,—* God was manifest in
the flesh.” His relation, whileit is peculiar,
is perpetual  Heo will always bo the Eon,
tho Son of God.  To him the Father snid,
“Thy thronc, O God, isforeverand ever;a
sceptro of righteoueness is the scepuo of
thy kingdom.” The Sonof God i both
divine and human; and as such, “he Jifted
up his eves to heaven and said, Father,
the hour is come.—tho liour fixed upon
in the councils of eternity, and deciced
before timo began—the hour predicted by
theinspired prophets—the hour anticipated
and expacted by patriarchs, and mon full
of the Holy Ghost—the hcur on which so
much depended, as to heaven and carth.
I1 was the bour w;gn Jesus was to drink
the cup of woe, c@quer the foes of his
Church,mect the claims of divinejustice,and
glorify God in the highest possible degree.
«Father, the hour is como; glerify thy
Son.” This included, sustuining him
under all he had to suffer, defivermg him
out of the hands of all his foes, raising him
from the dead by his glorious power, aid
enthroning himat bis own right haud.
All this the Father did. +¢ Glorify thy Son,
thatthy Son alsomay glorify thee.” Upon
this bis heart wasset.  Forthishecameinto
the world, and for this ke was prepared
to suffer and to die, He wished to glorify
his Father in bis government, reconciling
all the claims of that government in tik
salvation of his people. e would glorify
his Father's character, harmonizing all his
perfections; that so he might appear x}l;c

e
would also glorify his Father in his pur-
poses, by removing overy obstacle out of

the way of their accomplishment, and se-
curing their complelo and glorious fulfil-

ment.  Precios Saviour! thé gloryrdf thy
Father lay uear thy heart: wmay thy glory
over lio near to mine!  Oh, for grace, that
[ may gloify  Jesus, in body, soul, aud
spirit!

Here wosce the Mediator standing be-
tween the two parties, his Father and hia
peoplo pleading with tho one, and preach-
ing to the other.  Blessed Lo his namo,
ho stands between them wtill; for we have
one God, and one Mediator between God
and man, the man Christ Jesus!  Hencta
in chmacter nsa Son.  Of old the Lord
proYosc'.l the question to Isracl, “I1f The a
Father, wheie is mine houourt” DBut
thera is no room to ask the question liero;
for the perfect Son seeks #bove all things
to hononr his beloved Father, even when
he was about to hide his face from him,
He looks up, his cyes heaming with love,
and his heart filled with reverence, just
when he heard bis Fathor suying, ¢ Awake,
O sword, agusinst my Shepherd, and
against the man that i wmy fellow, snith
tho Lord of hosts; smite the Shephord ;™
—just when ¢ it plensed tho Lord to bruiser
jum, and put him to gref.”  Oh, what filia}
submission! more, what resignation! more,
what ncquicscence m the Iather's will]
more still, what preferring the Father's will
to his own, though it cost him an agony
and Lloody sweat,—a cruel, shameful, and
lingering death!  1lle looks beyond the
cloud to glory, and for tho joy that wus
sel before bim he endured tie cross, des-
pising the shame. He observes order:
first o preaches to his disciples, thon he
pleads with his Father for them, and the-.
ho suflers in their stead. e teaches vs to
meet the hour of affliction, or suffering, or
death, with patience, and with bope, His
icur; that tiemendous hour, is past; our
bour is yei tc come.  Oh, may we meet
it with fortitude and courage!  Ob, may
wo bo cnabled, by the gracious teaching
and enabling of the Holy Spirit, as Jesus
did, to lift up our cyes to heaven, full of
ardent desire, well founded expectation,
seriptural confidence, and holy reverence,
and say, “Father, the hour is come;
ionour thy child by sustaining and deliver-
ing him, that ho mzy honour thee, by
testifying for thee, and preferring thy will
i 2l things to his own.” Jesus was saus-
tained, by keeping oune object only in view,
and that was his Father's glory; which
glory, he knew, was bound up with the
salvation of his people.  On that one object
may cur inds be set; and to pronote
that, way all our desires, prayers, efforts,
and sufferings tend.  Ob, to glorify God
all through life’s weary pilgrimage!—Rev.
J. Smith, Cheltenham.

—— .o

There is no religion in the Bible—ZX
hope if there are auy reporters here, that
they will wait until 1 finish my sentence
before they run to the paper—any
more than there is & road upon the guide-
board. The Biblo is the rule, the direc-
tion, by which man is to work out hisown
salvation, a8 the guide-board is the direction
by which b is to walk out his journey.
Religion i3 in the man, or it is not any-
where.—DBeecker,
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DOES THE WORLD HATE PIETY ?

Sidney Smith says, * It ix not true that the
world hates picty.  ‘That modest nnd uneb-
teugivo picty which fills tho heart with all
Buman chanties, und mnhes 0 man gentle to
others and severe to himeelf, is an ohjeet of
universal love and venertion. But mankind
hate the lustof power when it iy veled under
the garh of piety; they do not choose to be
fnsultend; they Jove to tear folly and impudence
from thy altars which should only be n sune-
tuary for the righteons amd the good.”

Phis sounds woll and plansible  (says an
unhnown but sen«ble writher,) und has but o
gingle fluw, 1 7s not trae.  Athens had onee
wcitizen of unblemished virtue, whose stern
fntegrity, and winuing aud blameless life ex-
cited universal comment, but 2o far from bejng
¢ an ohject of wniversul love and venemtion,”
Antides way banished i disgrace to forcign
lund. At alater day sbe bad nsecoud citizen,
wlhose Jofty examplo infused fresh life into
social morals, and whost cloguent teachings
allyred young wen from the haunts of vice,
and the gnes ol evil compunionship, yet
Socrates did nop, become *un ohjeet of uni-
versallove and Yeaeration” but died in prison,
u martyr 10 bis personal goodness,

Several ceiturios later there appeared in
Judea, a man, whose * modest and unobtrusive
piety,” even Sidney Smith would not senture
to cull in question. {lis “chanties” were
aniversal, his tenderness more winning than
woman's.  Ilis character was haimouniously
rounded, wholly free from the 1ough edges

and inequantics which inbere inexcellent
anen, when governed by a single idea; cqually
{roe from the bitterness of pirit and rude
personality which excite aversion in many
woforinens. “ e wout nbout doing good,” heal-
dug the sick, comforting the troubled, symph-
thiging with the vuteuc t, raising the desd. « Jle
apake axnever man spake”  Ho lived as man
wever lived.  But dud Jesug Clrist become
“an object of umversal love nnd veperation 2
Lot the secret snares of hts untiring -enemies
answer. et the treachery of Judag, and the
malioe of the Pharicves, and the mockery of
Herod with his men of war, nud the shouts of
the populnco in the streets of Jerusalem,
angwer.  Let Golgotha, with its bloedy cries
aud its bitter jeers, * He saved otuers, himsell
hie cannot save,” answer.  Let his own words
answer, “They hated me withont a cause.”
“They have both scen and hated both me
and oy Father.” 1¢ the world does not hate
fety, the iifa of our bleased Suviour in whom
** qppeured i the wost winving form of in-
ate love, would b quite inexphcabie.

Sidnoy Snnth was not @ compet-nt winess.
He was a uan of genial temper and ready
wit.  Butof the vatupe of true picty, as root-
ed o a heart repewed by the Holy  Spirit, he
seems never to e conceived. The very
idea of such a prety excited hix derision, and
he sought to raddle it through and thiongh
with the keeneat shafts fiom the quiver of ns
wit. .\ bigher authonty has said, “Ifye
were of the world, the world wonld love his
own: but becanse ye are not of the world,
but I have chosen you out of the world, there.

Jore the world hateth you” = Ye shall be
hated of all natious for ) naune'’s sake”  One
wust have overlooked the teachings of the
New Textument, and have misread  strangely
apostolic Instory. and the dark annals of the
martyrs of the churches, and have looked with
a dull vision jnto the inuer chambers of the
human heart, if he devies that the world hates
piety.  “'Tho disciple is not above his master,
uor the servant above his lonk. 11 they have
calld the Master of the house Beclzebub,
Low wmuch wore shall they call them of his
household '~ Gospel T'rumpet.,

——

YOU NEED A GUIDE,

When men are travelling in the far East,
over the burning sands of the desert, (where
there are 1o raileonds or stace-conchies such
us we have), they o in curatans, that is, o
great many of them together,  Sometimes
there will be hundreds of persons, and thou-
sunds of camels, thut stietch out in a long live
as fur as the eye can see.  But whether there
are many or few, they are alvays sure to have
one man going before them, whom they call
the hybeer, or guide.  If auy company of
truvellers should think of going over the desert
without him, they would be as foolish us if
wa were to try travel in the milvoad cars
without a conductor or engineer; and they
would e almost sure to get lost by the way.
This guide must be one who knows all about
the country through which they are to pase.
Ie muet bo able to tell when the dreadful
simoom, or hot wind, is rising, so that they
may be able 1o prepace for it, — He must know
where the sandsiie most firm, and where they
woe shilting, so that tho meén aud beasts may
not sink in them.  He must kuow all about
the wells and sarings by the way, whero they
muy drink and nol die of thirst; and where
the little ouses, thut is, the grassy resting-spots,
ate found.  And he wust be o man who knows
the trives of Ambs, and ean keep them from
robhing the curavav.  Every one follows
and obeys this guide, until he has led them
safe to the jowrney's end.

Now, 1 sco before mo o little caravan—a
company of travellers,and whero aroyou goivg?
To clernity. Somo of theso litile feet have
ouly begun the journey, others have been
longer on the way, Now und then 000 has
dropped dawn by your side, nnd you have
seen them no more; they have reached the
journey's end before you.  But just asfast as
the minutes fly, you are all goiug on—on to
another \\'orlti. .

And, like the travellers over the desert, do
you not need « guide? ~ Oh, yes, for thero
are wany dangers heforo you. ‘T'here are
many wroug paths that do not lead to heaven,
but lead fur awny from it; paths pleasant
to look upon, but oh, their cud is misery
and death,

Yes, my little pilgrimg, you need, and we
all veed, n ‘strong, and loviag, and wise guide;
one stronger than any man, avd who loves us
50 well that he will take us by tho haud, and
uever let us go away from him; ong .who
hnows where the sprivgs of living water are;
one who cau lift yougver the bud places, and
lead your tired feet t pleasant resting spots,
asd who can gunide you to the heaveuly home,
and not let you get lost by the way.—Litdle
Crowns and how to Iin itiem

DEVELOPMEXNT OF THE MORAL
SENSE OF LIFE.

We are-prone to imagine that ourtemp-
tations uro peculiar ;—thut other hearts are
free from sceret burdeas that oppress our en-
vrgivs, und cast a cloud npou our joy 5 that
Jafe bas for others a freer movement, and a
less emberrassed way. Butin no one hns
God made the human heart to carol it
thoughtless song of joy ; und the shadow of
our noral being rests darkly on us all. We
cannot take the world as it comes, enjoying
what it offers, and passing by its sufierings
und its burdens with our lightest touch ;—
wo get involved in the decp questions of
Couscience aud Duty, and the sense of Re-
sponsibility stills the carol of the spirit, and
suffers no man to repose withouta trouble on
the bosom of life.

Intinite arc tho ways in which the devices

and aims of the Moral Nature break ‘tho-jo-
stinctive happiness that lives for the day, nad
forgets the morrow ; but cffectaally this
awahening of decper and sadder life takes
place in all ; and struggle, fear, disappoiot-
ment, the partial feelin# of an uufitled Destiny,
the restless wavings of uncertnin ITopes, are
in the heart ofevery man who has risen but a
step above tho animal life. The moro we
know of what passesin thominds of others, tho
more our friends disclose to us their secret
consciousuess, the more do we learn that no
mifh is peculiar in lis moral expericnco~
that beneath the smoothest surface of outward
life lie deep enres of the heart—and that if wo
fall under our burdens, we fall beneath tho
fomptations that aro common to man, tho ex-
istence of which others as little suspect in us
as we do in them. Wo have but tho trials
that are,incident of humanity ;—there is
nothing peculiar ju our case—aund we must
take up our burdens in fuith of heart that, it
wo are carnest, and trifle not with tempia-
tions, God will support us, a8 in the past
fidelity of his Providence, he has supported
others as heavily lnden as-ourselves.—J. H.
Thom.

SONG OF THE INCARNATION.

P

This is tho day tho Lord hath made;

Lot all tho world thereof be glad!

Prafeo Him, ye heavens, and thou, O earth,
Jroclaim the wonders of His birth.

Tho nations waited long for Theo,

Until the time fulfill’d should ho

When God sent down from His high throne
The world's Rcdco.mcr, ‘Theo His Son.

When this event my soal surveys,
?Tis lost in wonder and amazoe,
Aund secoks in vain tograsp a love
All human thought so far ubove. -

Thou dost, O Lord, Thyself abasc,
That sinners may receivo Thy grace,
And ouY weak flesh and form assumo,
To save us from impending doom,

Thy King, O Zion, comes to Theo,
«*Tis written Intho book of Me,

I come, O God, to do Thy will,
And perfectly Thy law faldl?

Lord, who didst como on csrth to dwell,
The Prince of PPeace, Emmanuel,

Whom long the fathers hoped to see,
Messial, God, I worship Thee!

Our Saviour and our highest good,
Thou join'st Thyself to flesh and bloog,
Our Friend and very Brother here,
That we may be God’s children dear.

Oh, thouglit sublime and trvly great,
*Tis thine the soul to olevate!

Oh, blesecd thought. tis also thino
To fill the heart with joy divine!

By onc man's sin the world first fell,

By One it is redecm’d from hell,

Then wherefore fear?—at God's right hand
Our Saviour and our God doth stand.

Rejolce, ye heavens from which to earth
Wero brought tho tidings of His birth;
And carth, who secst now this day, B
Ol sing to Him thy sweetest lay,

This is the day tho Lord hath made;

Let all tho world theroof be glad!

Praise Him, 56 heaveny, and thou, O carth,
Proclaim the wonders of flis birth,

C. F. GxLLEaT,
— British Herald,
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THE GLAD TIDINGS

Is a Monthly rcliglous periodical, undenomina-
tlonal 1n character and devoted exclusivelyto the
advancementof the Kingdom of God intheworld,
1t is publishod on the 13t of overy Mouth at 50
cents par Annum,

THE EVANGELIZER.

Is a Monthly religious pcrisdical published to-
wards the end of overy Month, and consists of
articlea original and selected, adapted to arouse
and direct inqulrers, and quickon God's peopl

To Bubsoribors.

Travelling Agents in connectlon with
this Offico aro provided with printed receipts,
to give to Subscribers to Evangolizer,®
“ Glad Tidings,” and “Good Nows.” Sube
scribers will carefully keep their receipts,
and If their paper does not reach thom as
expected, thoy will pleaso send on the receipt
to this Offico, Prescott, and tho matter will
bo attended to.

Gratuitous QOiroulation.

Thoe Evangolizer is now in fts Fifth year of
publication, durtug which wo have circulated a
large number gratuitously, and to aesist indoing
g0 wo havo recelved donations from Christian
fricnds, waich have beenregularly and thankfully
acknowledged. The amouns of donations receiv-
¢d, howover, has been very small compared with
the demand, and the supply for gratuitous circula-
tion, and whilo we think it is of great importance
to tho Christinn cowmmunity, particularly to the
back sottloments, that the Gratuitous Clrculation
should bo continued, it cannot bo as extensive
as it has beon unlods the Christian community
id us with moro iberal donations Hitberto
wo have drawn upon our own resources, and up-
on the profits of our publications, more heavily
than perhaps we ought to havo done, snd in con-
sequenco havo crippled our publishing energics
Honceforth wo must press the claims of this fund
moro carnestly in our periodicals and in publiv
than woe have hitherto done, and jn order thatthe
Christian public may be induced to co-operate
cordially, we shall cach Month, Leginnizg with
tho 15th of August give an exact statement of
our gratuitous circulation within the Month,
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The above are a few of the recent publica-
tions of Messrs. Carter and Brothers, New
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style.

Woe have perused them with very great
pleasure, and cordially recommend them to
the purchase of our readers.

THE CANADIAN PATRIOT : A Monthly Family
Magazine of Literaturo and Soolal Scicnce.
Published by J. Willett, 38, Groat St. James®
Street, Montreal, at Ono Dollar por annuu,

This is o new monthly which commenced
its carcer at the beginving of tho present
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exchanges, and the number for April now
bofore us bears out the geneml' character
given to the previous numbora-by"‘!hem,
We wish it all success.
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Monteal # Daily Witness.”

AVING made arrangements with the Mon.

treal Corn Exchango for the exclusive right

to publish their dally reports and weekly circu-

lars, tho Daily Witness will bo found apecially

valuable to business men throughout the Canadas
and adjoining States. The daily

CORN EXCHANWGE REPORTS

cmbrace transactions up to mid-day, and they
are published in the Witness in timo for the
afternoon and cvening mails,

The subscription price perannum for the Daily
Witness is only S3, and it is hy far the most
exteasively circulated paper in Montreal, or
Lower Canada.
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