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ORIGINAL COMMUNICATIONS.

ART. L—1 dedictory Addrees to the (Fraduates in Medicine of
Meiilt Colleye, on their receicing the Degyree of Doctor of Medi-
cine und Surgery, conferred by Convocation, Gth Moy, 1837,

3y W, Fuaskn, MDD, Profesor of [ustitutes of Medicine,

GexrLenex—Graprates 18 Mepicise.—This day tenninates your
curricndum of medical studies in this University, and consequently dis-
solves our relation of teacher and pupil.  Its proceedings will bear testi-
mony to vour tiictds and tue public, that your arduous devation to study
anld the rigid examinations to which you have been subjected, have
shown you worthy of the highest acudemic honor in our profession.
In bLichalt of my colleagues, aud in accordance with my own feelings, I
offer you our fervent congratulations on this crowning result of your
course,  On the threshold of the temple of our noble science, whose
portals are this day opened wide to receive you, we are met to welcome
you as Bicthren, to wish you prosperity in your future career, and to
offer you a ward of parting counsel, prompted by our earnest wish to
advance your future interest, aud to secure your highest happiness. In
the fir-t place, let me carnestly impress on you the important fact, that
the profession you have chosen, and are new prepared to practice, is one
involving the highest responsibilities, (the lives and happiness of your
fellow creatures) which you may at any moment be calied apon to un-
dertake, and for the performance of which you are expected to be at all
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times professionally and otherwine prepared. However well you may

now b versed i the principles of your profession, 1 would cantion you

aseninet the fatal belict, whicie { fene too esiensively prosails aomes gra-

daates in medicine, that this day closes sour profissional studie, Re-

meaber thiet the seienee is advaneing, that mueh [whor i reguisite to

keweep prasce with its progress, that the munmerots improvemens of the pat

few vears, the Figid wethod of fnduction now so estensively applied by

meen of extrzcndinary tdents, well trained minds and great powers ofcouti-

mrons i) Bthorious sejentific i estigation, who are devotedly and zeafons

Iy vigaseed inthe study of the different branches of the Seieuee of Medis

ity promiw s ueh lange prospective additions 1o our alrendy vich stores
of Kuowledies, un no inedividual, however talented, ean in justice to his
paticuts or biweelt) iwmore,  Bather than that son should eenmin sta
tioenary in professionad know ledgey whilst the seieace thus advarees, far
better would it have bevn for vour owe happiness, for the doneur of one
profession, and for the parntuount interest of the community, had you
never entered our temple,  Nat oply should you endeavour to keep pace
with the seieneey by rewling the medical jourtuls and new publications
of inerit, but vou should also be ambitious, so far as opportunity offers
to contribute  towards its progress.  Whilst thus impioving your own
powers of obscrvation, description and reflesion, you will at the same
time be repaving to those who are to succeed you, the debt you owe 10
the Jdistinguished men whe have gone before us, The departments of
medical seience, in which the greatest advances have been made of Inte
yeoars, are those of organic chemistry, physiology and dingrosis,  ‘The re-
sults arrived at by chemico-physiologieal rescarches, are fast becoming the
basis of seientific medicine, and hold out the pro-pect of our being at no
distant day, as intimately acquainted with the modes of origin, prowth,
nutrition, action and decay of the organic kingdoms, as an engrineer ia
with the structure, power and action of a steam engine. It requires,
therefore, but litth rveflection to perceive that both the engineer and phy-
sialogist, best acquainted with the structure and action of the machinery
which they respectively superintend, are by far the fittest partics, for
being entrusted with correcting their derangements. And a3 empyri-
cism has dissppesred from the seiences of astronc my and chemistry, as
inuction and exact knowledge hus dispelied the delusions of ast:)logy,
slchemy and magic, 8o will the nuraerous ephemeral medical delusions
of our times, disappear before the rising sun of physiolegical knowledge,
which has already, to a great extent, unravelled the long concealed mys-
teries of organic life, and enabled us to sce, as it were through a glass
dimly, the cndless design, the wonderful adaptation of means to ends,
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which characterise all the works of the Omnipotent Creater, Who can
contemplate, with the aid of a microscope, the circulation of the bleod
in the lowest form of animal life, or the minute structure of the'simplest
flower, without being charmed with the aightt Improvements in diag-
nosis; or in the art of distinguishing diseases, have followed, as they
always will; in the wake of an advancing physiology. The sciences of
acoustics, optics, pneumatics, hydrostatics and chemistry, are all made
available for physical diagnosis. No department of our profession re-
quires mdro close observation, more untiring industry than this. Mavy
diseases 80 closely resemble each other in their train of symptoms, that
the highest exervise of skill is required to draw the line of demarcation
between them, and if that be not correctly done, the treatment will ob-
viously be erroneous, and human life may consequently be placed in im-
minent danger. That these who trust their lives to your professional
knowledge, may escape such fearful huzard, earnestly do I recommend
you to familiarize yourselves with the #igns indicative of the varions
derangements and diseases, and with the points of distinction between
those that are most similar, so that you may be enabled readily to die-
tinguish them. The present condition and yearly additions made to the
various means of physical diagnosis; deserve your special attention, The
French and German writers are, in gereral, the best to study for learning
every thing important in diagnosis. Their hospital records of the aymp-
toms and post mortem appearances have been so exactly kept of late
years, as to have enabled the profession in these countries to draw up
those rigidly exact descriptions which put it in the power of the careful
practitioner to detect and succesefully treat a numeraus catalogue of ma.
ladies which had previously constituted the opprobria of our art. The
seat and natare of the disease once correctly distinguished, the treatment
follows as a matter of course; until this is done, painfal anxiety hangs
over the mind of the physician, nacertainty and imminent hagzard over
the fite of the patient. To all who are obeervant of the progress of oug
science, especially in the departments to which ¥ have reforreds it ia evi-
dent that a great revolution is impending in the practice.ef medijcine,
and in the public appreciation of medical men. The great physiciane of
the future will be the great phymologm and diagnosers, Physiologicad -
and diagnostic knowledge is now more geneyaliy than formerly dimge
minated among the community, mdwﬂlten&m&onlytommm
viciam, but to raise the itandard of acquirements. among medicak. e
themselves. This is encouraging to those who. keep: themselvea posted; .
wp:in the different:departmente of the profession:. Thekoowledgy: yomly
soquired: givea power fu snetain: thew: diurig: e everite. the spes I
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separsble from a medioal lifs, the prospects of which I will in the second
place briefly notice. Consulted aa you will be in re!erent‘:e t? evory thing
rlating to the health of communities, families, and individuals, and
bronght in contact with all classes in socioty, your position will be ln'fe-
rior to nome, so long as you act like gentlemen § guided by the strl.ct
rules of Aonor, morality, discretion and sound judyment, Instrumental in
saving human life, you will generally meot with ample gratitude, be o
welcome visitor, and a trusted friend, . On the other hand, reluctant as I
am to ray one word to disconrage your future prospects; I think it right
to warn you, that you will meet with much to try your paticnce, many
vexations and disappointments, You will havo to listen to many a tale
of woe, to tedious descriptions of physical and mental suffering, to con.
sole, to soothe, and to encourage the mind, whilst you prescribe for the
derangements of the body. Notwithstanding your utmost endeavors,
patients will bo unreasenable, officious friends will interfore, and your best
efforta may be thwarted by a disregard of your directions. On such oc-
easions you will require to exercise great command of temper, aud re-
solutely deternine not to allow any amount of provocation to interfere
with that calmness ard seroneness of mind so indispensably necessary
for the practice of medicine. For what may appear unreasonable in the
condact of your patients, yon must make great allowance, as physical
suffering or protracted indisposition are apt to ongender in the minds of
parties, the most reasonable whilst in health, an irritable, grumbling and
discontented condition towards all, but especially towards their medical
attondant, should his efforts for their relief, however judiciously directed,
not come up to their expectations. Remember that the mens sana can
exist only $n corpore sano. Ib regard to the interference of friends, any
proper suggestion for the welfare of the sick, shonld be kindly received
and acted wipon, but every improper interference should be firmly but
eourieously resisted. In such cases your professional dignity and ree-
pousibility are at stake, and you should make no compromise. For at
the expense of these, no family’s business is worth having,
It will also happen whea your practice has been unsuccessful that you
_ will be unjustly blamed, or it may be, that whilst you are doing all that
skill and stfention: can do, you will be unceremoniously dismissed, and
your professional reputation asesiled, These are disagreeable oceur-
vencém, especislly 1o those of you who are sensitive. ¥ know of no bet-
fex antidot~ tham that “power of professional knowledge” to which I
Bave alren/'y referzed, and the eonscientions convictipp. of havi ied
" Ving apphi
% to-the best of your ability. Let anch avente not digoeursgey bus rathen
sliilats you o greaterindustsy, se that yoa may outlive alf calumnics,
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and convince thoae who have lightly esteemed your skill, that they huvc\
done you injustice. By acting thus, time will do you all the justice you
really deserve. From the nature of your calling, you will be subjected
to trials of a different and far more distressing kind. I allude to the
progreas nnd termination of fatal disease which your utmost skill haa
failed to arrest, That you should be prepared to mcet with composare
those closing scencs, which you must inevitably witness is unquestionable,
but that you should feel like men, on seeing the failure of all your best
efforts to save a valuable life confided to your care is equally natural,
How distressing to behold the group of weeping dependant children with
the affcctionate wife, watching the heaving breast, the faltering speech and
gazing for the last time up n the glassy eye of the partner of her life. Of
the husband bending over the chosen guardian, the dying mother of his
offspring,  Of the affuctionate mother in her utmost anguish, closing the
eyes of the darling child, her pet, her pride, her hope, whom she had
fondly anticipated would have performed a similar office for her. In such
trying scenes as these, your best consolation will be the conscientious
assurance that yon have brought all the means available by our art to
bear upon the particular case, but that a higher and stronger power than
yours had willed it otherwise. Although it belongs not to ours but to
snother and highly useful profession to teach religious faith, yet ques-
tions of a medico-theological nature, must necessarily be often referred
to our decision. In cases of dangerous illnees, you will often be interro-
gated relative to the probable result, and importuned by friends, as to the
expediency of inviting and admitting to conversations with the sick,
some member of the elerical profession. Far be it from me to adviss
you to deny your patients the consolations of our holy religion, or seek
to loosen the Christian’s hold on heaven. But I would earnestly impress
upon you the necessity of recognizing the powerful agency of depresaing
mental influences upon enfeebled physical fanctions, the great importance
of not prematurely snatching from the patient the only prop—the stimu~
{us of Aope—frail and fragile as it may be, upon which our prospects of
his recovery rests, To inform a man that he must prepare for deathy—
that bis hours are numbered, to bring about his couch the wailing of
decp distress, when reasonable expectations exist of his ultimate recovery,
would, in certain temperaments, induce the prophetic resnlt. And even
in the strongest minded, would materially lessen the chances of recovesy,
or at least retard convalescenca. At the same tima that I thus ceation
you sgainst any pramature expression of: opinipn ealoulated ta derrrg
your patient of all hope of recovery, whilst: that desirable termination”
«af his caso may yet- be poasible,. ¥ must also wagn. you. nob to deceive
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a lyingg mean, than which e greater injistaen can be practiced. “'Iujl
ation o his ultimate recovery st be abandoned,

every rational eapect
iis temporal afairs may e

dead fuirly with him, auswer him camlidly, |
quite aahgement, his eternal interest may depend upon vour answer,
iy painfol Juty shoubd bee dono with great delivacy, and in sueh aman-
per am to sonthe snd elevite, and not to depros the troubled miml, but
father tocheer it on the verge of its passige through the dack valley, to
the mansions of that Being who is the fountain of lit, of justice and
merey, aml in whose presenes there are joys for evermore,

Gentlemen, you mast necessarily bo frequently bronght in contact with
your fellow practitioners, cultivate with them, us far as possible, the most
amicable relations and reciproeate friendly oflices,  Attempt not to esta-
blish your reputation st the expense of u professional brothes, nor serk
that which is based on the precarions tenure of popular favor, but en-
dueavor to rear it upon the finn aud lasting basis of substantial werit.
Cuttivate your profession with ardor.  Rely mainly upon yoursclves,
trust not to the frenks of fortune,  Commence your practice with proper,
with clevated motives, and prosceute it with corresponding consistency.
You have before you an eventfil career.  Sully it not by any conduct
unbecoming gentleen, he guided by the rules of bonor and morulity §
be zenloun, cireunuspect nndd disereet.  Act thus, and I am sure I speak
tho feelings of iy colleagues, iu offering you the assurance, that
wherever you may be respuctively engaged in exercising your high call-
ing, wo shall rejoice in your success, and revert with proud satisfuction
to tho period when it wis our pleasant offico to aid you in your pre-
puratory labors,

Gentlemen,~—Farewell—Farewell,

ART. IL.—On the Successful Treatment of Hydrarthrosis of the
Knee Joint, by Puncture and Iujection of lodine. By Roserr
L. MacponneLt, M.D,, Surgeon to St Patrick’s Hospital, Mon-
treal.—Formerly Lecitrer on the Tustitutes of Medicine, aud on
Clinical Medicine, University of McGill College, &c.

Tue practice of treating Hydrarthroses by Puncture has been advo-
cated by French Surgeons, particularly by Malgaigne, but as the plan
frequently failed, Bounet of Lyons was led to try the effects of Injec-
tion with Todine, as in cases of Mydrocele, and the success he met with
induced Velpeau, Jobort, Diculafoy and Leriche to adopt the practice'
which in the bands of these Surgeons has been eminently succusful:
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Thae alinost universal condemnation of this method of treatment by recent
British writers on Surgery®, lis doue much to retard, it not o prevent

* 1 order to place before the reader the views of our latest Surgical authori-
ties on this point, 1shall here quote from theie reeent works, werely obaerving
that suine o' them, 13 Skey and Listoa are silent un this point, and [ have not
yet seen the lust edition of Professor Syme’s Work.

S Lately it hus been proposed (suys Professor Mineag,) to treat the purt aa if
it were a hydroeele, to draw off the serum by tapping, sad subsequently to in-
Jeet w solution of ludine.  But the practice seems much more likely to effect
discrganization of w joint, than its cure.  And, until ample expericnce shall
have declared it a safe procedure, we shall hold such tamperings with the
larger articulations, the Kuee be it remembered, is the most frequent seat of the
disease, to be in the highest degree rash and unwarrantuble.”—Principles of
Surgery.

If all Surgeons shonld he deterred from the practice, bow is the ample expe-
rience which Mr, Millur desires, to be accuired ?

“The practice (says Mr. Fenavsson,) of Puncturing such a joint as the Knee
to permit the cscape of fluid in cases of Hydrops articuli, has heen spoken of
famitiarly by some Forelgn Practitioners, but neither in Scotland nor in Eugland
where such an affection is by no means uncommon have 1 ever secn an instance
where such n proceeding could have heen justifiable.”—Practical Surgery.

Socth, in his cxcellent tronslation of Chelius, observes, * As to the use of
Injectiona after emptying the juiut of its contents, as advised by Velpeau, and
presently to be mentioned, I think it cannot be too mueh deprecated. I doubt
whether any English Surgeon would risk his reputation and the safety of his
patient, by a practice which must be attended with almost certain mischief.”
And again, in atluding to the strength of the Injection used by Bosngr,~[half
8 drachia of ludine to one drachm of lodide of Potash, in four ouaces of water,}
he adds, * If there be no mistake in the proportions given for this injection,
which unfortunately I have not the means of verifying, it must be highly caus-
tic, and such as no English Surgeon, I think, wonld dare to throw into a joint,
though a French Surgeon might,” This slur on the professional character of
men like Bounct and Velpeau ig in very bad taste,

Mr. Ancel in his Report on Surgery, in Ranking's Relrospect for 1850, adopts
Mr. South's views and quotes with approbation his distinction between French
and English Surgery.

Mr. Ericugox is the only writer who appears to approve of the treatment,
though he has no experience of it himself. If these means fail, we have a very
powerful means of cure at our command 1n the injection of the joint with Tinc~
ture of lodine. This plan, a sufficiently bold one, has been much employed in
Paris by Jobert and Velpeau, and in Lyons by Boanet. These Surgeons use the
Tincture diluted with two or three parts of water. A small trocar is introduced
into the joint, a moderate quantity of the Icdine solution is thrown in, and after
being left for a few minutes, allowed to escape. Inflammation of the joint,
which is a necessary result of {his procedure, comes on. This is then treated
by ordinary antipblogistic means, and according to the statement of the French
Sargeons, has in no case been followed by any serious consequences, dut in
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its adoption, by cheir countrymen, but having met with cases of hydrar-
throsis that had resisted all other plans of treatment, including simple
puncture, and having derived very satisfactory results from injections of
fodine in hydroceles of all sizes, 88 well as in synovial bursa in the
vicinity of the knee joint itself, I was not deterred by the prohibitions
of authors, however eminent, who had no personal experienceo of the
treatment they condemned, and some of whom had wot studied the
writings of the practitioners whose doctrines they so unreservedly
denounced.

It is therefore with the view of bringing this practice under the
notice of Burgeons in this country, and elsewhere, that I have been in-
duced to publish the following cases, and to point out sume modifica-
tions of the operation that experience and reflection have suggested
to me.

I have now treated successfully five cases of hydrarthrosis of the
kneo joint by this method, and as three of them have been witnessed
by my brother practitioners in this city, I prefer giving them in illus-
tration, to detailing my two other cases which occurred in private prac:
tice, and of whom I have had no information since they left Montreal.
It is enough to mention, that they did not leave till they were quite
_ satisfled, that a oure had been effected. In almost all particulars their

symptpms both before and after the operation, resembled those of the
patients whose cases I am abouto detail.

OASR,

A, P, acooper by trade, aged 26, consulted me, April 11th, 1858,
on account of an affection of the right knee joint of four year’s duration.
He was a thin middle-sized man, without any marks of scrofula about
him, of dark complexion and bilious temperament. He stated that the
present disease began four years before, with pain in the right knee,
which gradually increased, and was soon followed by perceptible swell-
ing of the joint, and these symptoms becoming daily more distressing,
he consulted several surgeons of this cily, and adopted various reme-
dies. recommended by his friends, without benefit. For a yesr
before I saw him, he was unable to work at hia trade and could not

-

sevexal instances by & complete cure without anchylosis, 8 new and healthy
sotfon having been fmprinted on the synovial wmembrane, This mode of treat-
mant doew nos appesr ag ye to have met with much support in this, comntry,
Xk 36 cevtalnly desecves & trial, though it shonld not.he Hghtly had reourse
0y, itfo avident that the Induced: inffapmation. might exceed -ther expooted
Uit~ Bigwnmn's Sclesce oxd Srt:of Susaorn,
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walk, exeept with the aid of & cruteh nud cane, Tris unhecessary
to detail the varions plans of treatment thut had be oo puapied )
suflice it 1o sy, that the joint bore evidence of all tha usual
remedies for chronie synovitia having been craployed  On oxnmiination,
1 found the joint much enlarged, being tour ineles greater in civenmfer-
ence than the opposite onet bat this enlargement was not so pereeptiblo
in the jeint itself, asin the circumference of the thigh immediately
above the patells, whero there was alarge oval-shaped swelling extending
along the outer wide of the tendon of the rectus femoris, toa distanco
of nearly five inches, and communicating under that teudon, with ane-

* ther swelling, of a similar slupe but much smaller, on the itner sido of
the thigh, At cach side of the lignmentum patelln: theres were small
twmours which tlactnated and communicated with thee above; giving
to the joint the bosselé appesarance so well described by Bonnet, The
integnment was not discoloured except from the cffects of previous
treatment ;3 there were no enlarged or tortuous veing on the surface of
the tumours 3 pain at tho lower edge of patelln nud inner side of the
knee increasing at night, or after attempts at walking, was comnpluined
of. When nt rest, the leg was usually tiexed, aud then the joint pre-
sented a more gobular form than when the leg was fully extended, the
patella appeared on the summit of the swelling, but when extension was
made, the tendon of tha rectus, the patelia and ligamentum patellm ap-
peared depressed, and the tumours alrendy described, becsme better
developed. There was no emaciation of the leg or thigh.

Being satistied that the ordinary plan of treatment would not suc-
ceed, 1 determined to puncture the joint and let out its contents, as
from the great size of the swelling, I was anxious to reserve the injee-
tion of the ssc until it had become somewhat diminished, in the event
of its filling again after puncture. Assisted by Dr. Jones, Surgeon to the
Montreal Geueral Hospital, T tapped the outer and larger tumour with
a small hydrocele trocar, taking care to make the puncture at the
most remote from the joint, and drew off a large bowlfu! of,fluid, of &
straw colour and closely r:sembling the contents of ahydrocele. The
reader may conceive the quantity of fluid contained in the sec, when he
is informed that I brought away, for chemical and microscopic exami-
nation, the full of a Florence oil-flask, besides what was spilt and left
at the patient’s residence. The operation produced no inconvenience,
adhesive plaister was put over the aperture, and the joint bound
tp in a wet bandage, another wet bandage was carried from the ankle
to & distance above the knee, a padded splint was placed under the
knee, aud s0 fised above and below, as to prevent the least motion in
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the joint. Small doses of Tartar Emetic were administered, low diet
prescribed, and directions given that the bandages should be kept moist
with Juke-warm water.

It is unnecessary to detail the daily symptoms. For the first twenty-
four honrs there was no pain complained of, and the patient appeared
very comfortable, but on the second day, the joint began to swell, and
I was obliged to locsen the bandage slightly. The swelling increased
gradually but without any increase of suffering for the next ten days.
1 now determined to avail myself of the reduced size of the hydrops, to
puncture it again, and inject the sac with Todine, which Idid on the 12th
day from the first operation. This was done in the following manner.
The leg being extended, a wet bandage was placed round the lower part of
the knee joint, and carried up to a level with the upper edgeof the patella.
It was given in charge to an assistant with diractions to draw tightly
upon it, whilst the fluid flowed through the canula. By this meaus the
contents of the lower part of the synovial sac were pushed up into the
pouch above the level of the articulation, making the upper tumour
more full and tense, and serving to protect the articulating surfaces, from
the first effects of the injection. When the fluid was drawn off, about
two drachms of the strongest Tincture of JTodine with an equal quantity
of lube-warm water were injected through the canula, and allowed
. to remain ; care being taken, by changing the position of the joint, and
manipulating the sac, that it should come in contact with the whole
inuner surface of the synovial membrane lying in front of the fernur.

The wet bandage was now carried round the limb, to a distance of
six inches above the patella, and moderate and equable pressure was
thereby exercised upon the point. A long padded splint was applied,
and perfect rest of the joint thussecured. The patient complained next
day of severe pain, but mot so great as to oblige me to remove the
baudages. An opiate was given for the firat three nights, and after that,
the patient felt so well, that he left his bed on the fourth day, and I
ceased to attend him at the end of three weeks. I have not seen bim
since, though I hear frequently of him. He soon returned to his trade,
and has worked at it for the last four years without any return of the
disease. For some time after the operation, the affected limb remained
weak, and yielded in walking, but his friends assure me he is now quite
well, and walks without the least Jameness. At his recommendation the
patient whose case immediately follows, was sent to me by a Society
that had supported him for the last two years,

. Case IL

A, O, aged 40, cooper, a dark complexioned man of slender make

and unhealthy appearance, consulted me under the following circum-
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stances, For the last four years he had suffered from an affection of
the left knee joint, which had rendered him unable to earn his liveli-
hood for two years past, since which pericd, he has been supported by a
charitable institution in this City. He states that he has been treated
by thirteen medical men, and his knee joint bears markas of frequent
cupping, moxas, issucs, and pustulating liniments and ointments. He
has been blistered several times, and has taken a great deal of medicine
interually. The usual quack nostrams resorted to, by persons of his
rank, when they have in vaia sought relief from scientific surgery, have
also been tried in succeasion, and 8o convinced was he, that it was useless
to attempt anything further, that he had abandoned all hope of recovery,
when he heard of the patient whose case has been described. It is unne-
cessary to detail at great length the symptoms he complained of, but in
a few particulars his case differed from the former one, The lsg and
thigh were much emaciated, the swelling was greatest on the inner side of
knee joint and the corresponding side of the patella, and though the
joint appeared much larger than the other, it was only two inches
greater in circumference. The patella was pushed forward very much,
and on examining the inner side of the joint, the crackling sensations
spoken of by authors were easily detected. The leg was flexed, and
extension caused pain. During the day he suffered less than atnight.
I advised him to enter St. Patrick’s Hospital, where I operated on him,
on the 13th April, 1857, being asmisted by my colleagues Dra, David
and Howard.

The puncture and injection were performed precisely as in the former
case, and the same precantions taken to have the joint firmly bandaged
from below. I need not fatigue the reader with the daily details of . the
case ; for, truth to say, nothing worthy of note ocenrred. There was
no swelling or pain in the joint, no fever, no uneasiness whatever; and
though my directions were very explicit that he should not attempt to
move the joint, yet I had great difficulty in persuading him to remain
quiet in bed. The wet bandage was continued for ten days; then a dry
one was kept applied for a few days; and finally, the knee joint was
put up in a starched bandage, and gentle use of the Hmb* permitted.
From the beginning till the end of the treatment, there was not a sin~
gle symptom present to cause one moment’s anxiety.

) Casz 1III.

This case, also witnessed by my colleagues, Drs. David avd” Howard:
is still more encouraging ; for, though the operatxoq was. per{ormetf un-
der very unfavourable circumstances,, yet the perfect succens of tho:
‘treatment must do, ftich fo-remove thepre;ddi’éethaﬁ" i5ts againatit
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A dark complexioned middlesized man, aged 25, & carringe-maker,
who had come from the United States to consult me, presented the fol-
Jowin appearance: The right eye was prominent, owing to caries of the
malar bone which had left a deep depression, corresponding to its orbital
portion; the nose was dupressed slightly in the centre, from the

" destruction of both lachrymal bones, with corresponding parts of the
nasal and superior maxillary bones. The surface of the body was
marked with scars, the results of former ulcerations; and from the
carious bones of the noss fotid discharge was 1aking place, and the two
holes above the diseased lachrymal bones were filled up with pledgets
of ebarpie ; & most offensive feetor was exhaled from his nose and mouth.
In addition to the above diseases, he presented a well marked hydrar-
throsis of the left knee, of seven years duration, which had been so dis-
tressing for the last two years that he had been almost unable to put
the foot to the ground. For the first year, he says, he was able to keep
down the disease by rest, counter-irritation, and internal remedies. For
the next three years, he was able to walk about with the aid of a staff,
and to work at some parts of his trade which did not oblige him to
stand. He also sought other employments requiring less use of the
limb. For the last two years, he has been under medical treatment in
different hospitals in the United States; and though the disease of the
facial bones is distressiug, yet, as the affection of the knee prevents him
earning a livelihood, he is more anxious about it than his other maladies.

The left knee was enlarged to the extent of two inches and a half,
both below and above the patella, and the enlargement was more of an
oval shape than globular, and was not greater on one side of the rectus
femoris than the other, but seemed to lie moatly under its tendon, push-
ing it forward and giving to the upper part of the swelling an abrupt
commencement. When pressure was made upon one side of the rectus
tendon, the fluid was pushéd to the opposite side, making a prominent
tumour. The fluid could be easily made to pass from one portion of the
joint to the other. The integument appeared thicker and paler than
in the two former cases, and was not so much discoloured from local
treatment. As the patient had himself witnessed the result of the treat-
ment in the second case, he gladly consented to my proposal to adopt
the same plan with him. .

The puncture and injection were performed as aiready described, on
April 28th, 1857. The quantity of fluid drawn off did not amount to

more than six or seven ounces. It was clear and yellow, presenting tha
usual characters of the-contents of these dropsies. The integumeut

was not thinned s> much as'in the four other cases. No pain, or swell-
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ing followed the operation, and notwithstanding hi cachectic appesr-
ance and bad constitution, the progress towards cure was nmutarrupted
by the ocourrence of a single bad symptom,

Many of those who object to the above plan of treatment, do so under
an erroneous idea of the nature of the disease for which it is recom-
mended, and also of the results that are expected to be derived from it
Thus, we find some who have written and spoken against it, confounding
simple chronic hydrarthrosis with white swelling (tumeur blanche), and
objecting to the injection of a dropsical joint, because the trestment
did not succeed in a completely disorganized and suppursting articula~
tion. Now, 1 would wish it to be distinctly understood, that it is to
pure uncomplicated chronic hydrops of the knee joint, that my sugges.
tions as yet apply; for I have not employed the treatment in any other
joint, and though I do pot believe that injection of iodine would do any
harm to a joint already destroyed by ulceration, yet I wish the point to
be clearly understood, that it is not in such affections I recommend it,
It has also been stated that serious consequences must necessarily follow
the mere puncture of so large a joint, and a fortiori, the injection of it
with iodine, or any other irritating substance, must be extremely dan-
gerous. I shall not here occupy my reader’s time in proving the differ-
ence, as to consequences, between the puncture of a jointin its physie-
logical condition and a similar wound inflicted upon it inits pathological
state. Until the surgeon shall have acquired clear and distinct ideas.
on this point of practice, he cannot understand the rationale of injeo~
tiong into joints, the seats of chronic synovial effusions ; nor of incisions,
into large and small joints already in a state of suppuration, as recom-
mended by Gay and others, and which (as regards the smaller joints) L -
have myself often performed.

There is another objection urged against this practice, founded on the
supposition that exzcessive inflammatory action must necessarily follow.
the injection, and that anchylosis or even the death of the patient might,
ensue. In this, as in other instances, one fact is worth a hundred thes
ories, Puncture and injection have been performed not omly without
bad consequences, but with the greatest success; therefore, to discuse.
this point any further would be fruitless. But some of the opposition
to the practice may be ascribed to the views of Bonnet himself, and to
his method of operating. He injected the joint, with the express object
of exciting an acute arthritis, which being combated in the usual man-
“per, led to the removal of diseased action from the: arhenltmon, and:ne.

atep&were taken to prevent. this excessive. mﬂm}mm:y, process, .. gm
it, ia gvident, that, as in bydrocele, the radicak cure.is often; effected: not:
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by inducing violent inflammation of the sac, but by modifying its diseas
ed secreting action, 8o we should endeavour to induce merely a slight
change of action in the synovial lining of the joiut; and adhere, as
closely as powible, to the rule laid down by Velpeau and Cabaret to
procure in shut cavities, contsining effused fluid, an irritation which
should be constantly adhesive and never purulent.”

By the method which I recommend, the fluid is forced upwards from
the articulation to the synovial bag above the joint lying on the anterior
surface of the femur, and when the fluid is withdrawn and only half an
ounce of iodine solution injected, the opposed aurfaces of the sac are
brought into contact and retained in that position by the gentle and
equable pressure of a well applied wet bandage, By this meansy air is
prevented entering the joint, the injected fluid is spread out evenly over
the whole synovial surface, and becomes still more diluted by admixture
with the secretions of the parts, and a healthy action taking place, ex-
oess of exudation and engorgement are prevented, and it is not unlikely
that adhesion occurs in the opposed surfaces of the dilated pouch in
front of the femur, This resuls is still further favoured by retaining the
Jjoint in an immoveable position by bandaging it to a strait splint, and
by keeping the patient upon cooling diet, Bonnet recommends us to
push the trosar down in a perpendicular direction from the front of the
tumour till it strikes the fermurs I see no advantage in piercing the
synovial membrane in two places, and in wounding the farmur ; nor have
I followed his other direction to inject a quantity of jodine solution,
equal to the amount of fluid drawn off. In my practice, I have thrown
in only two drachms of strong tincture mixed with two of luke-warm
water,

In conelusion, I would wish it to be understood, that I do not advise
the above line of treatment to be pursued, except in simple uncom-
plicated hydrarthrosis, that has resisted all other remedies, and that has

led to loss of use of the limby or has prevented the patient earning a
Yivelihood, and enfeebled his constitution by protracted suffering.

Place & Armes Hill, Montveal.

ART. IIEL—On tke treatment of Uteriné Hamorrhage. By F. S,
Verry, M.D:;, Hemmingford.

Teg subject of Uterine Hemorrhnge i one of such fearful import to*

patient and practitioner, that no spology is xeeded for ady, the most

fmperfeot contributions, if they sdd one fota only of clinical Mforma~
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tion to our general stock of knowledge on this interesting subject ; and
Ideem it the duty of every practitioner, especially country co-fréres,
who are thrown upon their own resources in so many trying stenes, to
communicate for the benefit of their medical brethren any hints or
facts that experience has shawn to be useful in the practice of his pro-
fession ; impressed with these feelings, I report the following ocases,
totally disclaiming any novelty of treatment ; I publish them solely to
thew my wmodo of practice in these difficult cases, leaving my readers
to adopt or endorse any part of my practice they think worthy of their-
attention,

It is strange that even at the present day, with all our accumulated
experience, thero should be found in the profession, such diverse opin-
ions as to the effects of Ergot of Rye and Opium, in restraining and
controlling Uterine Hemorrhage.

In Books and Lectures, the principles upon which these drugs aect,
are explained, and yet when we come to reduce them to practice, too
often we are disappointed in our expectations, Is it from the uncer-
tainty with which the remedies act? Or is it from not clearly compre-
hending their modus operandi in Uterine Hemorrhage §

The latter I take to be the case ;-—for it is not uncommon even now,
to hear one practitioner condemn the Ergot and extol Opium as a useful
remedy in Uterine Hemorrhage ; while another will stoutly maintain
the converse. They both, in my opinion are partly right, and partly
wrong ; und the object of the following report of cases, is to shew the
pmlclple on which each of these invaluable remedies is admmmtered
in Uterine Heemorrhage.

Caze No. 1.—Mrs. B., aged 85 years, has had 6 children, the eldest
18 years old, youngest 2 years, was brought to bed with her 7th child
at 6 a.m., after patural labour. A nurse attended her. Having been
sent for, (the journey was a long one,) I saw her at 8 o’clock, p.m., of
the same day; 14 hours after the birth of the child, Tke first thing
that attracted my notice, was a large pool of blood at the bed side ;—
the poor creature was pallid and cold, tossing from side to side, moan-
ing and sighing, with a wild expression of the eye, The attendants
were in a state of fearful excitement; and the whole acene was a fright-
fal one, for she was on the verge of death, Upon examination, I found:
the cord (as usual on such occasions) tied to her thigh 3 it was as limp
and thin aa & piece of wetted tape, and I found more, that I had s case
of Rour glass contraction to encounter. The. history is the old one;
placenta not coming away, the nurse set to pulling: at the funis, till
she:atretched. it almoet to aruptwre, snd brought on- irregulas uterine.’
, aetion, thus causing the mischief.
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As there was no time to be lost, I administered a strong glass of
brandy and water, cold; containing 80 drops of Tinct. Opii, warmth
and friotion to various parts of the body, and the usual routine in such
cases. In about an hour she rallied, and I proceeded to remove the
placenta, The contraction was still strong, but it soon gave way before
the conical hand. Keeping the broadest part of the hand on the structure,
I awaited uterine action, which presently came on, the fundus resumed
its proper order of contraction, and the placenta and my hand were forced
down ;—letting the placenta glide past my hand, I retained the latter
in utero, until irm contraction took place, and then withdrew it ; band-
aged her in the usual manner, and gave her 10 drops of Tr. opii in beef
broth, to keep the uterus quiet ; for the loss of an ounce of blood in her
state might have destroyed her.

In this case, Opium was first of all given io overcome the stricture of
the Uterus, that end attained, I gave the 2nd dose to quiet any irre-
gular action of the Uterus, as after pains of every description are gen-
erally accompanied by some loss of blood, and in her then weak coudi-
tion, the most trifling loss would assuredly bave been fatal ; and again,
I thus obtained the well known beneficial effects of Opium, where the
vital powers have been reduced by heemorrhage. Her convalescence
was a long one, but she ultimately recovered.

Case No. 2.—Mrs, C, aged 28, the mother of 4 children ; in her 5th
labour, which was of 6 hours duration, she was attended by a Midwife ;
the- placenta 7 was lold came away voluntary; after which, she waa
bandaged, and to sll appearance, was comfortable and eafe. In the
course of 20 minutes she complained of losing a great deul, the flow
however stopped, but was shortly renewed, being aecompanied by rather
sharp pains; this went on for 2 or 3 hours, when she began to be rest-
less, giddy, and losing her sight. I was immediately sent for, I found
her in a very dangerous condition, faint and vomiting, no time was to
be loet; I introduced my hand, and turned out the clots, the Uterus
then, contracting well, I now gave her % grainsof Morphine, and band-
aged her firmly and properly ; the Heemorrhage ceased, indeed she lost
nothing after the exhibition of the sedative. I was now told, that the
Midwife, instead of waiting for the contractile efforts of the Uterus to
throw off the placents, Aad introduced her hand somewhat rudely, and
taken it away regardless of the cries of the woman ; hence the mischief
that followed.,

In this case the hemorrhage was kept up by the irregular contractile
effosts of the Wterns, and her life was in great jeapaxdy ; but the Opiumy
‘quieted all thie, and placed her in safety ; this case illustrates a frequent
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canse of hiemorrhage, snd Opimn iz our sheet anchor, the idication
being to relieve irregulise contenctions of Uterus- ~the Eigot in such
cien only agravates the evil and destioys our paticnt.

Cisee o= Mrs, PPyaeed 30, has had 3 chilorea 1 attonded ber in
eitel Libsonir 5 her children wers rather siadl when born, bue the atulo.
men, dming gestation, was largely distended Ly liguor amnii. fu hee
fiest contivement she had Dhightful floading, « vather unsual circums
slatico i a primaparan s the hiemorrhige in ber case was due to the
absenco of contrnetile effonts after the bisth of the child; the (terus
being in a state of complete atony from over distension by liguor amnii
wained by the experience thus acquited i her it lving-ie, T was pro~
pured to meet the difticulty 'in the ensuing Inbout—1I trewted her during
the labour according to acknowledged principles in such cases ; but
towards its termination, T exhibited a dose of the Ergot, which kept up
the uterine action after tho exnulsion of the child, aud the result in each
labour, has been powerful efforts to throw off the placenta, aul perfect
contraction of th. Uterus, She Joses npothing under this treatment,
in ench suceceding delivery 1 havo similurly trented her, sud slways
with success.  In this case, the Ergot was my msin relisnce, availing
myself of its well known property in bringing on uterine contraction, 1
exhibited it in time to rouse the sluggish organ to throw off the placen-
ta, and contract on itself and thus stop the bumorrhage. Opium in a
cuso of this sort, would certainly destroy the paticnt.

Case 4.— M. M., aged 49, has been pregnant 17 times 5 has 11 chil-
dren alive; strong, good constitution, very fat, with large, flaccid, and
pendulous abdomen. I have attended her with 6 of her clildren. In
the first of these lnbours, I had to treat her with Tr. opii ; she then had
hemorrhnge, as in Case No. 2, caused by irregular uterine contraction,
after the expulsion of the plucenta, and she did well 5 but in her next
labour, (which was somewhat tedious,) after the cxpulsion of the child,
the Uterus was perfectly inert, and I failed, by the diligent use of the
means usually resorted to in such cases, 1o rouse it into action. Hee-
morthage commenced in about 10 minutes after the child was born,
and was proceeding to dangerous lengths iu spite of all my efforrs to
check it: I now gave her ono drachm of Tincture of Ergot, and in
15 minutes the Uterus was rouse:l into action, the placenta expelled, and
I bad the satisfaction to feel the Uterus well and finmly contracted
above the pubes. In ber succeeding labours, I was always prepared
againat the recurrence of the Ilemorrhage, about a quarter of an hour
before the birth of the child, I guve her a dose of the Ergot, and with

success on each occasion.
B
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These cases afford examples of the principles on which the Ergot and
Opium should be administered in Uterine Hemorrhage. No, 1 and 2
arg types of & large class of cases of flooding, which are to be success-
fully treated by Opium, while No. 8 and 4 exemplify smother class of
cases of & very dangerous character, and which require the prompt
exhibition of the Ergot to ensure the continued action of the Uterus
fter the expulsion of the child.

I shonld trespass too largely on your space to speak of the many
other forms of Uterine Hmmorrhage, as abortions, placenta previa,
dnversion dc., nor, indeed, is it necessary here, as the cases given are
sufflcient to illustrate my principles of treatment.

I well remember when first commencing the practice of Midwifery
how puzzled I was, by the conflicting statements of authors, as to the
eonditions under which these remedies should be given, but extensive
country practice has enabled me to decide the question for myself.
There is nothing new in what I state, and I report them simply for the
informatien of my junior professional brethren, trusting they may be
saved some hours of anxiety, when called to such frightful scenes as
these cases presont. I had.intended to have given here, the roport of a
case of complete “ Inversion of the Uterus,” and the manner in which
I reduced it, but this article is already too long, On some future ocea-
sion, when the cacosthes scribendi seizes me, perhaps I may forward it,
if deemed of sufficient interest for your Journal,
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ART. 1.—The Physiological Anatomy and Physiology of Mun, by
Rosznrr B. Toon, M.D.,F.R.S, Fellow of the College of Physivians
and Physician to King's College Hospital, and WiLLiax Bowuan,
F.R.8,, Fellow of the College of Surgeons, Surgeon to King’s Col-
lege Hospital, and the Royal London Ophthalmic Hospital, late
Professor of Physiology, and General sod Morbid Anatomy in
King’s College, London, Complete in one Volume, with 208 illus-
trations. Philadelphia, Blanchard & Lea ; Montreal, B, Dawson;
Quebec, Middleton & Dawson, 1857, pp. 926, Price 22s. 6d,

To decide upon the essentials necessary to constitute & “ great work ”
in any department of Scionce, is by no means a facile task, since various
standards of messurement may be chosen ; and while all depend upos
some peculiar feature for character, each will not appear in itself so per-
foct as to be faultless, A work may be great as a repository of pre-as-
certained knowledge, or as an clacidation of matters formerly obscured
~—but in neither instance can the degree of greatness be a high one, nop
may it be entitled to more merit than a production remarkable for Ia-
borious compilation or paraphrasical simplification. A work may also
be great because of its richness in experimental inquiry, or of its evidence
of well accredited observations,—and yet, as in the former cases, its valre
be not of inuch consideration, for it is derived merely from facts of sab-
stantiation, or simple accumulation. A work again may be great for
its originality—for its displays of personil researches by the writer, or
for its contradiction of antecedent opinions and theories,—and still, on
such grounds alons, its estimation may be slight, as every addition may
not lead to truth, and one form of error may be but supplunted by
another. Furthermore, a work may be great at one period of the
world’s hijstory, and a laudable index of intelligence for the time of its
advent,—while at a more advanced day its beauties may have withered
or grown seared. In which of these balances to weigh Todd and Bow-
man's Physiology we would not be much in doubt were a positive elee-
tion necesary; but such a practice to us is objectionable, for it would,
perhaps, heimputing to pasts omitted, an spprobation oran exemption from
sansyre’ where naither was. designed to be convayed. Without pladging.
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onrselves to enter seriatim upon the various tests laid down—for such a
course is unnecessarj—we proceed with our examination of the work
before us. Aud if, in its execution, we appear to be more particular
than is our custom, our excuse must rest in the character of the produc-
tion ; for if this be not a foeman worthy of the critic's steel, all others
must pass by unchallenged,—and in conformity with the well attested
circumstance, that the nearer an effurt aims to super-excellence, the
more glaringly do its defects show forth, the present instauce is not ex-
ceptional.

It is now 18 years since the publication of this work was begun ; and
the first parts have actually grown old before the progress of time and
the march of intellect. This is an inevitable objection which weighs
against all literary undertakings that are brought out piecemeal, or in
parts, and should be sufficient to prevent ithe tontinuance of this style
of publication. No treatise should be subscribed to, that iz issued in this
manuer, unless guaranteed that the manuscript for the whole has been
completed. Nothing is more tedious than to be expecting month after
month, and year after year, as in this case, the arrival of the next pari,
and still to be disappointed. Muny who sce the first pages necessarily
can never behold the last ; and the student who began with Todd and
Bowman when fresh, had to finish his studies out of a more complete
work. Were the treatise one which was perfect and could not be im-
proved, thess very dilatory successions would be pardonable ; but such
papenever apply to any book on so changing or extending a department
ysiology. Uunder the circumstances there was but one remedy for
erannuation of the first parts, and that was to revise them, and
tiem up to the present state of science before publisbing them
with the*last part as one volume. Bat this, we find, has not been done,
and so the original condemnation lies unremoved. Abundance of proof
might be shown of this, as will appear from the passages, that hereafter
follow. '

In theintroduction, page 41, while discussing the theories of life, he
authors remark :—

“ It is clear that this maleria vit@ cannot be as Mr. Abernethy suggested,
Eloctricity, or anything akin to it. Electricity requires for its development the
reciprocal action of different kinds of matter, and it is abundantly evolved in
various animal processes a8 & necessary result of Chemical Iaws. If, therefore,

organization and vital actions depended upon Electricity, this agent would st
vnce be formed by, and direct the formation of each organism.”

The precise sense of this quotation, which is far from lucid, needs
snme auxiliary explanation for its comprebension. The initial words,
‘it is clear,” do'not demote that the sequence is a deduction, for the
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anterior remarksare unconnected with the particular matterthey refer to,
but merely express a conviction on the mind of the witer, and one, un-
fortanately, which he fails in communicating to his readers, since, from
what tho Iatter has before them, by no means is it “ clear” that the
conclusion following is warranted. On the contrary, if he be more re-
cently informed on the subjoct than the writers, it will at once be “ clear”
that the passags contains in itself materials of self-denial or destruction,
and that taking the very ground adopted as the premises for inference, the
very reverse conclusion must be arrived at, to that which was adopted
years ago and was, perhaps, then warranted. Since the above extract was
penned, it has been abundantly proved that Electricity is formed by the
organism, so that upon the rule of admission, implied in its last sentence,
which, howaver, we personally do not sanction, it would be inferred, or-
ganization and vital action do depend upon Electricity ! for this, although
an inverse, is virtnally the same application of the original argument,
We shall again refer to the relationship that subsists between electri-
city and the materia vite,—coutenting ourselves here with rectifying a
false accusation against tho late Mr. Abernethy. It is uot true, a8 is
above declared, that this estimable gentleman, whose memory gratefal
science still adores, suggested that the materia vite was electricity. He
was a believer in the doctrine that life consists in, or depends upon @
power or principle that is superadded to organization, and was a close
follower in the Hunterian belief, to which he was in no particular op-
posed. Of the exact purport of this hypothesis, Mr. Palmer (Zifs and
Lectures of John Hunter) has given us an unmistakeable account. He
tells us that the subject of his biography thus spoke :—

i Tt appears that the living principle cannot arise from the peculiar modifica~
tlon of matter, becaunse the same modification exists where this principle is ne
more” ® ¢ @ s » & ]jife then appears to be gomething superadded to
this peculiar modification of matter.”

And now to demonstrate the parity of Mr. Abernethy’s sentiments,

.and to disprove the unfounded allegation of the authors, we quote from
Mr. Macilwain's Memoirs of John Abernethy :—

‘“ He (Mr. A.) concluding it as evident that some subtile, mobile, invisible
substance seemed to pervade all nature, 8o it was not unreasonable to supposs
that some similar substance or power pervaded animal bodies, He guarded
himself, however, both in his first, and again in his second course of Lectures
from being supposed to identify Life with Electricity, in a long paragraph es-
pecially devoted to that object.”

The mistake of the writers becomes the more perverse from thelr- Te-
presenting Hunter’s views, thongh curtly, yet correctly, and subsequents
lg antagonizing againat them these of Mr., A. which, as we- have seen,
were abgolutely the.same.
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Todd avd Bowman's work bas no claim to the character of an I.z‘.m-y-
olopedia, and accordingly it is silent upon questions of historical inter-
est. Some of these omissions concern matters of such fundamental im-
portance in Physiology that unless we are to regf\rd the expressed des-
oriptions of the writers npon the histological topics as compensatury, &
strong feeling of dissatisfaction cannot be suppressed.  The cell theory ?f
organization being the substratum of modern investigations, demands in
every elaborate treatiss on minute anatomy and function a full and par-
ticular consideration. In the work reforred to, a comparatively concise
demonstration is given of it, chiefly valuable because apparently the result
of theauthors, own examinations, These, however, have ended in merely
a corroboration of the prevalent views, and no notice is given to either
the development of approximative or contradictory doctrines, The un-
informed might justly suppose, from what they find in this volume, tha¢
the primary propounders of the cell theory were Schleiden and
Schwann, and their researches into its nature had developed everything
received and understood concerning it. How improper this would be is
well shown in the British and Foreign Medico Chirurgical Review, for
October, 1853, It is there asserted that Schleiden and Schwann added
but litle to the body of knowledge upon the ultimate structure of the
tissues, before them collected by Lewenhoek, Malpighi, and their suc-
cessors, by whom * the most imnportant and characteristic features pre-
sented by the histological elements of plants and animals may be said to
bave been well made out.” Equally remarkable, Wolff (Theoria Gene-
rationis) annunciated a doctrine of organic development which Schlei-
den’s and Schwann’s closely resembles. It was, that

« Every organ is composed at first of a little mass of clear viscous nutritive
fluid, which possesses no organization of any kind, but is at most compased of
globules. In this semi-fluid mass cavities are now developed ; these, if they
remain rounded or polygonal become the subsequent cells—if they elongate the
vessels, &c.” .

‘Wolfl’s tenets are the more interesting—and hence the non-recognition
of them the more culpable—from the fact that they carry with them in
their extensions, as explanations of function, an impress of greater pro-
bability than those of Schleiden and Schwann. The latter considered
1st. That cells were both anatomically and physiologically independent
entities. 2nd. That they stood, in relation to the organizing or vital
force as causes, and not as effects, 3rd. That the organism, as a whole
is a result of their consentanecous operation. Wolff, on the contrary,
bolds diametrically opposite opinions. He authorizes ns to deny the
first proposition ; to reply to the second, that the cells are creations; and
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to the third, that the entiré sysiem arises from the * differentiation™ of
a primarily homogeneous entity into cells. He has on his side the pre-
ponderating advantages which the commonly accepted theory of Epi-
genesis can award, as it is palpably the fons ef origo of the propositions
above stated. Whilst Schleiden and Schwann unfortunately would
geem, from the work before quoted, to have been building upon misconcep-
tions, Schleiden not having correct information upon the development
or anatomy of plants, and Schwann reasoning falsely, though logically,
from the former’s data, in a comparison of vegetable with animal struc-
tures,

The account of the proximate principles is behind the age. Fibrin for
example, is described, p. 54, 88 a uniform substance, and of unchanging
character, from whatever sonrce procured. When it is known to be &
most protean substance, existing mot cnly in the three reparate and
easily distinguished states of natural solution, of spontaneous coaguia-
tion and of artificial coagulation, but also varying in different classes of
animals, and in dissirnilar diseases ; —while in every being, however condi-
tioned, blood fibrin and muscle fibrin, or Syntonin (which name nowhere
appears) are always unlike: nay more, it is believed to undergo con-
stant changes in the circulation ; in the lungs during respiration, it is
converted by the inspired oxygen iuto tritoxid of protein, as which it
exists tili it passes through tha systemic .capillaries, when loosing oxy-
gen it becomes a lesser oxide, a binoxile or suboxid of protein. Thia re-
duction again is thought to be interrupted by disease as inflammation,
where Fibrin appears again as a peroxid of protein, an dis met with in the
exudations under special peculiarities as coagulable lymph. We csn
hardly understand how a work on physiology can be deemed recent
which takes no cognizance of these manifold deviations, but disposes of
them indifferently under a single clouk of darkness.

A similar backwardness in scientific knowledge is exhibited under the
head of Adipose tissue, concerning Fat. 1t is said that stearine, elaine
and margarine

¢ Are regarded by modern Chemists as natural compounds of certain organie
acids, with an organic base, to which the name of glycerine has been given,
&c., p. 9L"

‘We regret to say that modern chemists do not regard glycerin as a
base, it having been determived that the superannuated conceit held
years ago, is unfounded in truth, for glycerin, by association with fatty
acids, i.e, by synthesis, will not forin fat. Glycerin is probably a gom-
pound substance, and may be esteemed as a sesquibydrate of the oxid of
lipyl.—Lipyl is an hypothetical radica), and hgs the same composition:
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that was formerly ascribed to glycerin. It forms salts like the oxide of
ethyl, and in this class of agents, fat stands out prominently.

In ceveral particulars of Micrology, the authors are at variance with
the results arrived at by the later examinations of other observers, We
do not, of course, desire it to be inferred that consequently their investi-
gations are wrong when not substantiated, because those with wnom
they are at issve may be the parties in fallacy. But until a third in-
dependent inquirer scttles the dispute, the staterents of both antagonists
must carry with them a certain portion of invalidation or detraction.
The epithelial lining of the endocardium they deacribe as made up of two
layers, from which arrangement Kolliker has dissented, he considering it
to be constructed merely of a single stratum—the additional one describ-
ed by our authors, being, he believes, referable to the commencement
of a morbid sclerosis or pathological thickening of the endocardium.
Again, they do not give to the anterior surface of the Iris the possession
of an cpithelium, They enlarge, p. 411, uponthe lines seen here and des-
cribed by the eminent Dr. Jacob, of* Dublin, upon the vascular circle,
the remains of the membrana pupillaris, and other matters of structural ar-
rangement ; but the epithelial cells which Kolliker contends are in this
locality are disregarded, in fact Mr. Bowman, individually, has elsewhere
denied their presence. The variance is the more striking, from the im-
portance that Kolliker attaches to these agents, having given to them a
partial share in the production of the varied colors of some irides, It is
possible, however, that the difference may be due to the authors, consider-
ing the pigmentary cells as scated “in the substance of the iris rather
than on its anterior surface,” in which situation they describe them ;
while Kolliker has scparated the most superficial or anterior layer of
these for especial description or signalization. Again they say :—

# The structare of the pineal body is very imperfectly known.” p. 253.

This is treating very cavalierly the researches of M. Faivre, published
threce years ago. This distinguis' A man then recognizel three ele-
ments entering into its structure, viz., a fibro-vascular capsule, a soft
pareuchymatous matter, and an inorganic substance. The parenchyma-
tous, which is the most distinctive, he found was not grey or vesicular
neyrine, as was thought, but a compound of “rounded or oval bodies,
with cl-ar outlined borders, and variable size ; insoluble in water, nitric
acid and alcohol,” so that it appeared to be anew histological element,
Once more, according to the examinations of Muller and others, a ciliated
epithelium is found over the whole nasal mucous sarface, even in the ol-
factory region on the cribriform plate, while according to our authors,
this membrane poasesses in the olfactory region a peculiar unciliated
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cell layer. “The opithelium indeed here quite alters its charaoter, being
~n longer ciliated,” p. 394.,48 in the lower nasal region, where they
admit to have seen it.

In the 9th chapter several pages are dovoted to the oub)ect of the
nerve force, and its non-identity with the electrical established. The
reasons, however, are not very conclusively stated, and the question of
relationship hetween these forcesis imperfectly debated. The vis nervosa
cannot be electricity, because among other less striking objections,

1. % The firm application of a ligature to & nerve stops the propagation of the
nervous power below the points of application, hut not of electricity. The ner-
vous trunk is as gooda conductor of electricity after the application of the N~
gature as before it. 2nd. If a small piece of a mervous trunk be cut out, and
be replaced by an electric conducter, electricity will still pass along the nerve,
but no nervous force excited by stimnlus above the section will be propagated
through the conductor to the parts below.” p. 223.

To these ohjertions it may be remarked,~—The first is not tenable, for
only currents of high tension will pass through a tied nerve, while those
of low tension are as surely stopped by the ligature as the vis nervosa.
The second, however, cannot thus be disposed of ; but it should be re-
membered that while it disproves a complete identity between the
nerve and electrical forces, theee powers may still possess a mutual rela-
tionship. An electric current passed through an iron wire wound
around au iron bar will render the latter magnetic ; yet this, although
no proof of the oneness of electricity and magnetism, demonstrates there
has been a relationship of cause and effect—the electricity produced the
magnetism. And though not just so with electricity and the vis nervosa,
the latter may yet in a manner be the educt of the former's agency.
Another argument in favour of this view of the subject is, that electrical
currents have never been detected in the nerves although they exist in
most other structures, and their presence is connected with the integrity
of the nerves. The late Dr. Golding Bird, in some admirable lectures on,
electricity, published in the London Medical Gazetts, details a number of
interesting cxperiments in confirmation of similar views, and concludes
them by asking,

“ May not one of the ases of the electricity sc freely developed in the body,
especially that existing in the muscles be to excite in the nervous cords the vis
nervosa.”® * ® ¢ And lastly, may not such vie nervosa again induce elec-
tric currents in any glandular or other organs just as magnetism in motion .
may re-excite electricity.”

As we have before said, the work under review is not a fair expositor
of the views of others. Of this we are again reminded in the articleon .
the “development of bone.” It.is there stated—
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¢ The minute history of the process by which tomparary cartilage is converted
fato bone Is of extyeme interest, Very good deacriptions of it have been given
by Sharpey, Meischer and others, from which, however, it will be seen by the
following account that we differ in some important particulars.”

In & subject of so ¢ extreme interest,” & work of such high character
as the present ought at least to have deigned to mention, cven though
suocinatly, the descriptions of others, particularly of authors, whose
names it has thought proper to signalize. By those who do not possess
the separate accounts of *Sharpey, Meischer and others,” in their pro-
duction, “it will (nof) be seen™ in what particulars our writers differ
from them, as mo record is to be found of them.

Occasionally evei greater eclipses will be found to obscure thc mind of
thereader. Opponent investigators are not only unmentioned in name,
but even their doctrines passed over unspecified, a simple assurance being
proffered of the sufficiency of the one adopted by the aughors. Con-
cluding the account of the description of the circulation are these words—

“ We need not, therefore, have recourse to any other hypothesis to explain the
rapid effects of certain poisons than that they enter the blood, and with it are
whirled with immense velocity through the subatance of the most vital organs.”

The *“therefore™ is to them justified by an antecedent detail of the
familiar researches of Valentin, Volkmann, Poiseuille and Blake, and to
those who have studied the other side of the controversy, the total obli-
vion.of its hypotheses, and their summary condemnation must appear
aimply unworthy of the writers because unjust.

The last parts of the work are, of course, much more modern-
ized than the first half; and many of the exceptions taken agsinst it do
not apply to them. Thirteen years ago it was what they are now, so
that they stand very high in the acientific mart as productions of great
excellence, especially commendable for their being largely derived from
laborious investigations, personally conducted by the authors themselves.
Most of what they write about they have seen, and we are not disappointed
in the expectation which arises nnder like circurnstances, that while mach
will be determined in the way of collatera! testimony, some differences
from previous inquirers and some advances in the road of discovery will
also ocour. Mr. Bowman is most favorably known for, among other reasons,
an expert histologist, and all who are familiar with his recondite and
original investigations into the minute structural conformation of the eye,
of the kidney, &o., will expect that this portion of the work will be most
satisfactorily executed ; not anly brought up.to the knowledge of the day
of publication, but in some cases positively in progress beyond it. To
this causo we attribute the deserved cglebrity. whioh . the physialogical
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anatomy and physiology of man” acquired as it, from time o timne, came
awong us, Siill the announcement of a noveliy in acience is but the
barbinger of fresh pursuits by other hands aml heads, it secmis to
incite to individual exertiors, and so it happens in obedienc. to the pre-
cept juet adinitted, ere long that which was new, if not revived, is
soon despoiled of its first charms by fresh fucts, * by diferences and ad-
vanees’ in the results arrived at in the common field of inquiry, Dr,
Todd is alko well known as a diligent student of nature, and zeslous eul-
tivator of liternture, whom weo heve before introduced to our readers.
It wero very desirable that the last parts could havo appeared as favora
ble from other points of observation, as from that of investigntion. 'We
fear that like the former they aie more or less amcuable to the other
charges made against them.  Indeed some portions bear self-evident proof
of haste in getting up, and of being imperfert digests of the information ex-
tant upon their i« sersubjects. The section on the spleen appeurs to us
manifestly pariial.  Mr. 1. Gray’s recent irquiries are largely extracted,
while those of Mr, Crisp, which we believe to be highly meritorious, are
completely ignored. is resenrches into the austomy and uses of this
organ have been of tho most extensive character, and as he differs from
Mr. G. in many particulars, we think at least they should have been re-
presented. The conclusion of the volume appears to have becn entrusted
to Dr. Beale, the authom finding from their incessant engagzements, that
without his aid, as they say in the preface, “ we should not even yet have
been released from our difticulties.”

ART, II.—On the Measle of the Pig ; und on the wholesomeness, as food
Sfor mun, of Mcusly Pork. By Avexaxpgr Fueming, M.D,
Professor of Materia Medica, Queen’s Univemsity, Ircland. Mo~
Grasiax & GiLi, Dublin,  From the Author,

Our readers need not be told, we conceive, that the so-called “ mea-
sle” of the pig bears not the slightest aualogy to the disease known by
that name in man. It consists essentially in the prescnce of a parasitio
animal, the Cysticercus cellulose, or bladder flesh-worm. In the pig it
infests the cellular texture of the muscles in different parts of the body,
but more particularly thoso of the tongue, neck and loins ; it is also
found in great numbers in the liver, and sometimes, though raruly, in
theeyes. The same animal, under the name of “hydatid ” is known to
Pathologists by making its habitat of the human bruin, striated wmus-
cles (including the heart,) areolur tissue, and chambers of the cye. Nor
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is it the only parnsite which preys on the living steactures of proud man,
for not fewer than fourteen well established species of entozon alone
have been founl to infest the eavities and tissnes of the human hedy.
In this respect, however, he agrees with almost every known animal,
From the smailest microscopie infusoria upwarls through the whole
range of animal life, each race appears to be infosted with these para-
gites, which in most eases, are of a different species. and of a kind peenliar
to each race. Indeed the entozoa themselves would seem to have other
and minuter animals dwelling within, and Hving on their own tissues,
thus realising Peter Pinda’s famous conplet,—
¢« These fleas have other Nead to bite ‘em,
And these fleas, tleas—ud infinitum.”

There is no doubt in our mind that the ditferent species of entozoa
found in man are intreduced from without, but how they obtain ad-
mis~ion to the interior of the body, 1. a question still to be determine],
and afl that can be offred in solution, with our present knowledge on
this subjeet, is plansible conjecture.

The Cysticerens belongs to the Cystiform Sterelmintha of Rudolphi.
There are two other genera in the same famity— Echinococcus and Cor-
nurus. The relations which are now recoguized as existing between
these entozooids and the Cles'oid family of the class Sterelmintha, of
the same Helumintholoyist, ave exceedingly interesting and well deserv-
ing of our attentive consideration.  The HEchinococcus consists of a
cyst, which is usually foun. enclosed by an adventitious eyst, formed by
a coudensation of the tissues of the organ in which it lies embedded.
The outer tissues of the echinococrus are formed of coagulated albumen ;
the innermost layer, or * membrana propria ™ is very thin, and contains
small and clear corpuseles of calearcous matter.  Oun the exterior of the
echinococeoeyst there is no appendage whatever ; but from the delicate
internal membrane there project small pyriform buds
“In which are developed one or more minute vesicular organisms, having a
head armed with a circle of more or less bent gpines, and in some species uwlso
four suchers.  Astheir development advunces, their nursing ey sts become pedun-
culnte, and finally burst or break off) liberating the organisms which then float
ot freely swim in the sero-albuminous fluid of the parent cyst.”

The Canurus cerebralis is met with in the brains of sheep, giving rise
to the fatal discase known by farmers under the nameo of the * stag.rers.”
Tt consists of a large cyst, the walls of which undergo contraction on
the application of stimuli. To this cyst numerous heads are appended,
which can be retracted within, or protruled without it. Each head is
furnished with an apparatus of hooks and suctorious cavities, by means
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of which they fusten themselves to the surrounding structure, and derive
nourishment,

The Cysticercus differs from the canurus, in having but one head,
connected with the cyst by means of an annulated neck, and in the cir-
cumstance that the caleercous corpuscles are aggregated in the neck,
instead of being disseminated thiough the walls of the eyst, a8 occurs in
that genus, and the echinococeus,  The liead i3 uncinated 5 the spines,
twenty or thirly in number, bring arranged alternately in a doulle row,
long aud short, It is furnished with four suckers which are iwperfo-
rate.

To the physician, the Taniie or Tape-svorms are by far the most
interesting of the entozoa, inasmuch as they come more freguently
beneath his notice, and demand the active iutetterence of his art.  They
form one genus of the family Cistoidea, which includes, as well) some
specivs of the Tetrarynckus, the Bothrivcephalus and Caryophyliecus,

The two worms found in the intestinal canal of mun,—the Tunia solium
and Bothriocephlug latus—may be regarded as the types of the two
principal genera of the Cestoid entozoa.

The Tenia Solium varics greatly in length, sometimes measuring as
much a3 thirty feet and upwards.  Its breadth is about one fourth of a
live at its anterior part, gradually increasing however, towards its pos-
terior extremity. The body consists of a number of segments, united
together and arranged in a linear series.  The most anterior segmenls are
very small, and extremely liable to break, or separato j hence the diffi-
culty which exists of obtaining the expulsion of the entire worm from
the intestinal canal.  The segments in the middle and posterior parts
are well defined ; they are usually oblong in form, their length exceed-
ing slightly their width, and the posterior border overlaps the succeeding
joint.  The head of the creature is small, generally scmewhat of a square
shape. In the centre of the head, ona kind of proboscis (rostelluin,) there
is & pore which bas long becn 1egarded as a mouth ; but Van Beneden
has recently denied the existence of a central aperture. The rostellum
is surrounded by a double circle of small recurved hooks, and behind these
spines are placed four suckers, the otject of this apparatus beiug the fix-
ation of the aninal to the walls of the intestine, In the interior of the
Lody there is a double tube which exteuds on each side, along the
whole length of the Tenia, communicating at the anterior part of cach
segment, or, according to Owen, near the posterior margin, by wmeans of
a cress canal,

These tubes have been, and are still regarded by many naturalists as
au alimentary systew which commuuicates with the central aperture or
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mouth. There arc two distinguished helminthelogists who dissent from
this opinion, and deny that they are alimentary canals. Van Beneden
reginds them a3 * seeerning organs, the seeretion of which is Jdiseharged
from the terminal segment of the body through a foramen caudale”
Von Sictiold belir ves they form what he eallsa * water-vascular system,”
a system of vessels long known to exist in the Annclids, Turbellaria and
Rotitera,  They always contain cither water, or water mixed with ex-
cretions, and by the contraction of their walls, thiids are propelled along
them, The motion of their contents, however, is greatly assisted by the
action of vibratile cilia thar have been observed in connection with the
parictes of the canals at certain intervals, I a-ldition to this system of
vessels, but connected with them, Blanchard has figured a more super-
fivial ser, which, previously deseribed by Eschiicht and Leuckart, he
succeeded in injecting,  “The Tenice are androgynous, and each joint
contains a compheatrd male and female apparatus, equal to the produc-
tion of thounsands of impregnate L ova. The ova aredeveloped in a large
brauched ovarium, oceupying almost the whole space incladed by the
nutrient canals, at least in the posterior sesments, where it is very con-
spicuons friom the anber colour of the more mature ova,  The oviduct
is coutinued fiom near the midcleof the dendiitic ovary to the marginal
papilla, where it terminates by a small orifice, sometimes produced into
a vula, posterior to the pore of the male organs.  The parts of the male
appnratus which have at present been reecgnizel, consist of a small
pyrifurm vesicle, situated near the middle of the posterior marginof the
segment ; this, however, is st probably only a seminal vesicle, and not
the testis. Thevas d Jerens s continued from the vesicle with slight
undulations, to the middie of the segment, where it bends apon itself at
aright angle, and terminates at the generative pore; from which the
I-maniscus, or rudimental penis projects,  The ova may be fecundated
by the itromis.on of the lemadseus into the vulva before they escape.”

What Professor Owen says, in the last sentence of the abuve quota-
tion, may cceur, Professor Van Beneden has actually witnessed in a
specimen of the Phyllobothriwm luca. While cbserving the animal, he
saw the lemniscus unrol and pass hmmediately through the valva, deeply
into the vagina; peristaltic movements of the tube became pereeptible,
and spermatazoa were distinetly scen in the interior.  After sume time
the penis was withdrawn, retracted into its pouch. and the parts returned
to their previous condition. 1t is well, however, to remark, that Van
Beneden is the only observer who has witnessed this process of self-
impregnation.

A tenia, when it first emerges from the egg, consists merely of the
first segment, that part which we have described as the kead, with an
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apperded eaud I extremity, containing scarcely any trace of internal or-
gans.  In this coxdition it is said to be in its scoler stage. Tt remaina in
this state for some time, but when fully formed, the tail-end enlarges,
and the segments, each containing a distinct set of male and female gene-
rative organs, are formed.  In the development of these parts, they are
formed succescively in front of cach other, so that the most posterior of
the sories is the oldest.  This, which is the condition in which the worm
is expelled from the body, has reccived from Van Beneden the vame of
Strobiln, When the segment has become matmed, it is called the
Proglottis.  This drops off from the Strobile, and becomes un indepen-
dent existence, It has no power, liowever, to develope a new head,
and thus form a nutrient individual.  Its own development increases 5 it
becomes oval in form, and may attain a sizo equal to that of the Stro-
bile.

Now, our readeis will remark, in the description we have given of
the cy~tic worms, the close resemblance which they bear to the kead of
the Tenia, one of the cestoid family.  Indeed, we may readily conccive
the eysticercus to be a cestoid worm, with a short body dilated into a
vesicle at its extremity. It is also to be noticed that the cystic worms
have no trace of generative organs, and that in the higher animals they
are found in the parenchymatous structures and beneath serous mem-
branes; whereas the cestoidea invariably occupy the intestinal canal
and are capable of evolving generative joints. These facts have led
naturalists to the conclusion, that the echinococeus, coenurus and cysti-
cereus, are simply the cestoid entozoa in an imperfectly developed state.
And the pains-taking investigations into the metamorphoses, and com-
parisons of the entozoa peculinr to the animals that prey on each other,
made by Leukart, Von Siebold, Van Beneden, and others, place it alinost
beyond doubt. The same embryos may, according to the nidus which
they attain, form either a cystic or a cestoid worm. If they enter the
circulation and are carried to the brain or liver, they evolve respectively
cxnuri or cysticerci ; but should they remain in tho intestinal canal,
their generative organs are developed, and they become tenie or both-
riocephali. Inthe Eledone moscha‘a, » kind of cuttle fish, Siebold found,
lying fice in the cavity of the intestine, and contained in cysts in its walls,
cestoid Iarvee, that corresponded in nearly every respect with the Botk-
riocephulus Auriculetus, an entozoon infesting a carnivorous fish, the
Mustelus vulyaris. This fish inhabited the same waters as the Eledone
Moschuta, and devoured cuttle-fishes,

“ The common tape-worm of the cat, Tenia crassicollis, is remarkable for
the dirproportionate size of the head, che short and thick neck, the position of
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he four suckers ard theshape and uumbier of the hooklets of the uncinated pro-
hoscis , all these peenharities are repeated in the larvel form of tape-worm,
whieh i commonly developed in eys13 in the liver of the mouse and rat, and
which hus already beon deserioed as the eystice rus jus wlaris.  The warm
blood and bigh organization of the small munmal in which that Inrva s deve-
Toped, may will be regarded ws favoring a further advanee of that develop-
ment thun tihes place m the eney tad eostoid larvae found in the culid-blooded
inmvertebratie ; and necordingly we find, not only the uncinated proboscis and
guckers of the tape-worm established, but also a lengthening und scgmentation
of the hudy in the so-culled eysteceraus of the rat, withuut, however, the deve-
lopmient ot the generative vrguns.”"—(Owen's Lectures on the Inverte brute Anunuls,
Page 9.)

In tho ralibit, Lenkart has traced the passage of the cmbryos of tape-
worin into the bloodvessels, and subsequently discovered eysticeni in the
liver. Accordingto Dir. Fleming, ithas been prosed by experiment that the
go-called * measle” of the pig may be gencrted in the animal’s museles
by feeding it with the proglottides ot the Teuia soratu, o tape-worm
infesting the intestines of the dor; and, dice versa, that the sanmie tape-
worm way be developed 1n the Frestines of a dog ted with frosh measiy
pork. Ience the question as o the *wholesomeness, as food for man,
of measly pork,” Lecames on -+ of considerable importance,  For it is
reasonable to conclude, that ir the eysticercus of the pig find its way
into the human intestine, itis as likely to become the Zoniv soleam, as
it is to torin the Tenia scrrafe when introduced into the intestine of the
dog. It has been olrerved, morcover, that tape-worm prevails exton-
sively among communities addicted to the practice of consuniing their
meats raw, as the Abyssiniaus, the natives of Nordhausen, and the
operatives of Lancashire.

“ Kuchenmeister.” says Dr. Fleming, ¢ hae given a high degree of cortuinty to
tho conucxion by experiment. e fed a condemned person with “ measles,” and
found tape-worms in his body after cxecution. The parusites were given during
tho three days before death, in five doses of about a dozen each time, disguised
in soup. Ten young tape-worms were found in the intestinal canal, attached =
to the mucous membrane in the usual way." (p.7)

When Pork that is but “slightly measled” is properly cured, or cven
thoroughly cooked, ourauthor Lielievesthere is not the slightcst danger to
be apprehended from its ingestion; hesees no valid reason jor regas ding
“slightly measled” pork as unwholesome ; but it wwst be well cooked,
aud never ecaten raw or umderdone. We must confess, however, that
no amount. of curing or cooking would cnable us 1o eat with satisfaction
what we knew to be discased pork, eveu though it were but very slightly
measied.
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ML—A4 *“wual of Eraminations upon Anatonmy, Physiology, Sur
gery, Practiceof Mediine. Chemistry, Obstetries, Miteria Me-
diea, Pharmaey, Therapeuties,  E-pecially designed for the Stu-
dents of Medivine, to which is added a Medical Formulary. Bv J,
L. Linrow, A M., MDD, Fellow of the College of Physicians, Phi-
ladelphia, &e., with 370 illustrations.  T’hiladelphia : Blanchard
& Lea. Montreal @ B Dawson.  Quebee: Middleton & Dawson.
1857. pp. 816. Price 12s. 8d.

To those in need of such a book we would recommend it as containing
in‘a small ~pace, upon little pages, andin big print, some of the more super-
ficial straws that float upon the grinder’s carrent. And we are much
disappointed if the learner will not be disposed to cast all other bouks
on physic to the dogs, aud say to bimself, herein will [ rest myvselt,—
here is my guide ! my philosopher I mine own familiar fricud!!! Aye
poor tool, and ~o you may—and ever after bethe veriest medical duuce
in Christendom.

IV.—The Physiciar’s Pocket Dose, and Symptom Book :—Con-
taining the doscs and uses of all the principal articles of the
Materia Medica, and chief officinal preparations; also table of
weights and measures, rules to propo.on the doses of medi-
cine, common abbreviations used in writing prescriptions, table
of poisons and antidotes, dictetic preparations, table of symp-
tomatology, outlines of general pathology and therapeutics.
By Jowph H. Wythes, AM, M.D | Author of “The Micros-
copist,” “Curiosities of the Microscope,” &c., &c., second edition,
1857, (pp. 230.) DPrice 3s id. Philadelphia:—Lindsay &
Blakiston. Montreal :—DB. Dawson,

The title page, which we have copied in eztenso, fully informs the
reader of the variety of subjects treated in this excellent pocket book.
The practitioner will find it a very useful and conveniert book for the
office.
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CLINICAL LECTURE.

On Rachitis. By M.Trousseau, Physician, at the Ilotel-Dicu.

(Medical Circular.)

The bones are not all, in the same subjeet, disorganised in the same
degree; for the alterations insome benes are olservel to bein o very
advaneed stuee, while otler bones con’inue nearly in their natural state,
or exhitut inteim dimy chawros. Thise differences dopend on the
Progress, which may be more or less rapid, ¥ the esteomzdacia, as well
as on the circun stanea of paiems biing carrivd off by intercurrent
d'sea~es, but th natuie of the discase, inits recolar nared, is to invade
the whole skeleton,

The pathegnomonie lesinn which first shows itself is the lessvned con-
sistency of the osseous tissue, which varies infinitdy from the firat do grees
of abinormal clusticity to exerssive softness, and thus fonibility is always
at first scen united with friableness, The discase must, however, have
reached a certain degree before the boms: can be divids d with the knife
the inorganic tissue is now in part persistent and preserves the form of the
bone. A the softening becomes more considerable the bone beeomes
transtormed into a reddish mass, bonnded Ly a cartilaginous membrane,
and may be bont and twisted in all directions ; and the finger penetrates
certain portions of s as casily as it wonld the spleen, liver, or hepatized
lung. In this state it has been compaied to the gingival tissuc, to soft
wax, and to callous flesk ; the disease is now in its last degree, The
bones, when softened, generally become very flexible, and bend the more
they are subjected to piessure, great or oft repeated, and when the
middle part of Jong bones is the part chiefly atfected with softening.
When you take and bend such bones, yet, when the pressure is removed,
they return to their previous formy bue should the pressure be peraisted
in, they break into a great number of fragments, unless the inorganic
parts have disappeared, and the bune undergone a sort of carnification. in
which case you may give any shape to the limb you please, The incur-
vations vary ad infinitum, according to the intensity of the disease, the
muscular contractions that follow, the use patients make of their limbs,
the position which they give them, the precautions they take to shield
them with mechanical contrivances, &c. ; and hence it often happens that
bones which you can cut with a scalpel and without the least resistance.
may show but little deficction, or none at all.

At an advanced age the incurvatiuns are fewer and less decided. In
& woman, sixty-three years of age, the softening was general, affecting
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may scrve to distinguish fracturcs that had been produced before death,
where there is anabsorption of the fractured extremitics, at the same time
that there in thickening 3 while in the other cose, they present numerous
asperities, amd the bones seem to have been torn rather thn brokeun,

When eonsolidation takes place, it ocewrs in three different ways ;—

1st. By an osscous terrule, as in ordinary cases.

2ud. The callus is not pereeptible exteriorly, but forms an osseous plug
that olliterates more or less completely the medullary cavity, and serves
arthe medium of rennion between the two fragments.

3rd. Fractures are met with where rennion is produced by a very dense
fibious tisstie, constituting an example of pscudarthrosiz,

According to various authors. the periosteum s habitually thickened
and vasenlar, of a more or less deep rad coloury is very dense and easily
detached, bringing with it the prolongations 1t had sent o the osscous
tissue. It is not ~eid to hatve been found thicker on the concave thanon
the convex side of the Lone j and often it preserves ita normal state, On
removing the periosteum, there is found a layer of osseous tissue, extreme-
Iy thin, unequal, and migose, and riddled withe impereeptibly small aper-
tures, which may be renderel apparent by compressing the bone so as to
mike the contained thnid exude.  Thete is sometimes found on the sur-
face a thin laver that scems to be butnewly formed.  In the interior the
eells wre enlmged s the lamelle of compact tissue are sepwrated from
each other;the more internal are disorganised and partially slsorbed 5
the move external are attenuated to sueh a degree as to be transparent,
through which the subjiacent reticular tissue muy be scen s and all the in-
terstices are filled with a fluid, rod, fatty, and pulpy, which may be
squeezed out as from a sponge. The disappearance of the osseous tissue
is more remarhable in the middle portion of the bone, the cxtremities,
where, however, the tisste isloose and areolar, bcing altered in a less de-
gree.  The medullary eanal is filled with a pulpy matter, mixed with os-
seous detritus, forming a pulp like lees of wine, by no means uulike the
tissue of softened spleen, that may be carried away by pouring water
over it, or by repeated washings.  Sometimes this matter contains a sort
of cysts or whitish nuclei, more or less homogeneous, and composed of
colourless fibrine,

Prior to this disorganisation, so advanced, the medullary membrane is
infiltrated with blood and thickened, and is casily detached from the os-
seous tisue, bringing with it vascular filaments. At a latter period it is
still furither changed, and cannot be distinguished from the extravasated
blood contained in the m:dullary canal. This cavity has, at various
points, been obliterated by plugs of the callus of old fractures. In other
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instances it is almast ensirely wanting, the bone being transformed into a
Limste with very fine meshes, <inilar to those of a fine sponge. When
the eolearcons ;ulwtulm' Lias been absorbed. and the bone has beenme so
membranons as to form folds in several directions, the pulpy matter inay
push outward some portioas of the envelope which thicken and thus as-
sume the appearance of tumours which are sometimes of a cartilaginous
Hinticss,

In the flat bones, the two tables reeede from each othier, beeeme thin,
and are sometinns lost incthe diploe, which s transformed imo spongy
tissue the whole leeth of the Lone, which apjears tumid,  The eells of
the diploe, in other cases, are 1ot very much enlarged. The sho.t bones,
when softened—a rare circumstance—show the areolar substauce great-
ly rarified.

THERAPEUTICAL RECORD.

Morphia Suppositories. Iniroduced by Prof. Simpson as more efficient than the
soap and oprum. Duncan and Filockbart of Edmburgh vuke than thus —
Take acet. morph. 6 gre.; sugrw of milk 1 drachm; simple cerate § a drackm,
or as much as mny be sufficicut to make a proper consistence and divide the
mas3 :ato 12 gappositorics. Then dip each into the tollowing mixture to forma
coating :—Make of white wax 1 part, lead plaster 2 parts, ruelt together. Melt
these and dip the suppositories held by a needle into the mixture. Immediately
on wking out dipints cold water to harden it before it loses its shape.

Ammoniv-Tartrale of Iron. Dr, Grics of Reading, Pa., highly recommend?
tins salt in erysipelaz and low fever.  He gives it in 2 to 4 gr. duses every 3 or
4 hours, dissolved in some aromatic water.

Asclepias Syriace.  Dr. Cauthorn of Richmond, Va., speaks favorably of this
agent as an anti-periodic in the treatment of intermittents. It is so bitter it
should be given in pills; 4 to 6 grs. of the powdered bark may be given every
2 or 3 hours during the apyrexia.

Paoma Officinalis.  The root possesses peculiar anodyne or strong nervine
powers, and is uscful in the convulsions of children. Take } a teaspoontul of
the po-vder, scald it and sweeten, and give the whole at once to a child 3 or 5
years old fer die.

Iodid Cadmium. This new preparation of Iodine is coming into general use
in Hosp.tal practice, in Fngland, in place of iodid of lead and iodid of zinc, as it
makes a white ointment, more effectual in dispelling glandular enlargements
and not so like paint a3 iod. of lead.

Jelly of Iceland Moss and Cod Liver Oil. M. Sauvan, of Montpellier, prepares
this new combination, thus :—Jelly oflceland Moss 32 drs., gelatine 4 scruples.
Cyanhydrated Cod Liver Oil, (with 2 drops of essence of bitter Almonds) 32 drs.
melt the jelly and pour it into the vessel into which it is to be kept, add then
the Cod Liver Oil; stir with a spatula until the mixture is homogeneous and
until the jelly begins to form. Dose, 2 or 3 tablespoonfuls & day.
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Zine and Hyoscyamus. A combination of these two medicines has been moat

avorably spoken of ws affording an excellent means of checking tne eolliqua-

tive aweats of phthisis.  Either the oride or the sulphate in doses of gr. i. to 1ij.

with gr. vj. cxt. ilyoscy, made into two pills may be tahen at hed-time.
Glycerin and Borax.  This salt dissolves in Glycerin and the solution may be

dituted with wate~, The following mixture may be wsed :i—Borux, ten gening

Glycerin, one drachin; water, two onnces.  An analagous combinstion hag

been used with great good in fissures of the tongue.

PERISCOPE,

Absorption of Midicinal Sulstunces Lntrodueid a8 Enemata into the
Larye Intestive. =M. Diriguet vead o memnir on this «abject, bofors the
Acndemy of Melivine, on the 50th of Decanber Jast, principilly in re-
ferenee to quinia and its salts. The author draws the following ¢ n-
clusions:

1 The fluid of which the enmnata condistr may readily enomgh bhe
carrieid as far as the cavcum, and con: equently be applied to an extensive
absorbent swiface.

“ 2. The mucons membrane of the Furae intestine, and the liquids
which bathe its < arface, exart no ehemical nflnenecs over the substances
introduced into this cavity, in which nothing is absoibed but what was
previously in solution.

* 3 When we administer by injection, per anam, salts of quinine, in
solution, in & Jduse less than fitteen grains, a dittle wore than & third of
this quantity has disappeared, and has consequently been ahsorbed.

* 4. When doses Lurger than filteen graing are adinistered, they are
Ladly received, and not move than a titth, or even a sisth of the quantity
is absorbed.

5. At whatever dose we give the sulphate of quinine [by inj eijon 1]
cerebral symptoms are, in common, produced only very slowly, aud
in minor detree,

6. Notraces of absorption are perecived before an hour hiag elapsed
after the ahiminatration of the enema, and at this tiime but an inconside-
rable quantity has been thus disposed of.

“ 7. The duration of the absorbing process is, in genera!, rathier short,
and <cldom extends beyond twe or three days at most,

“8. The abrorption of the alkaloids of ¢inchona is not sensibly affect-
ed by various degrees of dilution, within, be it uuderstood, certain linits,
by the greater or less visw sity of the liquid, nor, finally, by the addition
of the salts of morphia.
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# 9, Youre poople ahsorb better than adults ; ol persons of either
scx absorb very imperfectly.

10. The a'kaloids of cinchona, adminiatered by enema, indoses lers than
fifteen grains, mav produce by this means all the goud dffecta to be ex-
pected trom the alkaloids given in small doses by the mouth, and may
very will be substituted for the latter.

“ 11, The eaceis different with large doses; which are never ab-
sorbedd in sufficient quantity to produce emergetic stupefying  cifects
[quininism 2. |‘

%12, In genarsl, largor doses than thirty grains of sulphate of quinine
are not borue by the large intestine,

“These conclusions are applicabls in a greater or less degres to the
various substances employed as an cnemnta —deo. de Lherep. Med.
Chirury.

@lge Wil Chravicl.

LICET OMNIBUS, LICET NOBIS, DIGNITATEM ARTIS MEDIC/E TUERIL

Tur Inviavy Hewn Docror— A triad was lately prosecuted in Toronto
againat one F. Tumblety, who gives himself the desiguation above spe-
atied, for practising Medicine in Toronta, C. W, without a License. The
case appears to have been o carly made oat against the defendant, and he
was held over to appear at the Assizes upon a bail at two securities in the
sum of £350 ench, und himself i1 £100.  Under the provisions of a statute
passed in the 8th year of the reign of George thoe Fowth, it is enacted
that any practitioner unlicensed by the Medical Board in Upper Canada
is punishable by a fine of £25, or imprisonment for 6 months.  There
are, llowever, such impediments in the way of the cxccution of this law,
thut quacks of ¢very kind run 1iot throughout the land. It were much to
be desited that these harpies who prey on human credulity and ignorance,
could be surumarily ¢jectel. I each were treated like the present one,
some hope might be held that the Augean stables would sconer or later
be cleansed.  As for trusting 1o the verdict of a discerning public tl at
were a very vain expectation, a deplorable inutility which the experience
of a'l agus testifies. The public should not be tempted, and temptation can
only be avoided cither by a total change in the corrupt mature of the
tempter, or by making him Lonest through a salutary fear of the laws of
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his country. Oue would think that the very circumstances of an inipostor
would be suflici nt i themselves to revenl his veal charneter, But wick
people give thewselves very ligte trouble in inuising into cireutstances,
or weighing their probabilities, 16 they have a diseass which has
become a part of theie existence, they will readily fly to nny pretemder
who professes to tell the cansge of their malady, and promises a cure for
it. Al this is abundantly testitied in the ease of L Tombley, Heiwa
man with a long advertisement i a Toronto newspaper bewded by an
ugly lovking dwat, be professes to have a remedy for the most incarable
and most incongruons malivlies; he calls himaelt by a title which inti-
mates that he got his medical learning from o vace of unlearned savages;
ho deals, by his own account, ‘n aaladics which are known 1o the edu-
eated in native drags; he confines himself professedly to meaus which
at least as intelligent persons have rejected for thair inefliviency ; he
makes every caso out o be very bad,—his professions of cure are
boundless 5 sl he vequires of his patients very Inige fees, greaterand on
different terms to those of regolar physicians,  Ilis directions are com-
mon-place and illiterate,~his edoeation neglecte,—his information low,
—his tastes volgar,—and his viewson thingsin general paltry or unsound.
The plaintiti™s ¢vidence we extract w8 follows:—

“Thonus Mullen was ealled and deposed :— About the 8th or 9th February
1ast, being then sulfering from general debility, loas of memory, & L went to
Dr. Tumblety.  Oun speaking to him, he said I was in o bad econdition. I asked
the Doctor if he could do anything for me. The Doctorreplied, T can cure you.
Hle said, that a8 [ was a servant, he would only charge me 820, and $10 whenl
waa cured, adding that, ns I was poor, he would enre me for that sum. I asked
if he bad any doubt of being able to cure me, to which he rejoined,—¢ Do, my
good boy. Do you think I would take your money, if [ could not cure you?
I then gave him two ten dollar Lills, and he gave me a bottle of medicive, and
a box of pills, with a printed paper of instructions as tu diet, &e. Dr. Tum-
blety tolil we to call ngain in & week, and I did so, nnd he gave me more wedi-
cine. I continued to return to him weekly for about seven weeks, o got fresh
medicines."”

McGiir CoLreoe-~Prizes For 1857.—The annual Prizes in Medi-
cine were adjudged it the termination of the past sessiou to the under-
mentioned gentlemen, and awarded to them during the ceremony of
Gruduation = —

For Thesis—Messrs. I, R. Church aed D. T. Robertson. This prize
was divided betwecn these competitors, ar it was impossible to distin-
guish between he respective merits of their separate producticns.

For Fivul Ezamiration.—Mr. L, R, Chuich.
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For Primary Eramination,.—Mr. Jas, Kerr,
The prizes last numed are given to the Student-. < ho exhibit most abi-
lity in answering questions upon the various baanenes, senior or junior.

Tho examinations are oral.

Meoear Granvares, Meti, Coviear, 1837.—The follewing is a
Jist of the tirnduntes in Medicine, for the current year. They received
their degrees in the early part of May :—

Alexander D, Stevens, Dunham, ¢ E.—On the Nuature and Respousi-
bilitics of the Medical Profession.

Eticune 1L E. Riel, Ottawn City, C. F.—Lywa Canina,

Levi B¢ hureh, Aylmer, C. E—Arterial Huwmorrhage.

Jobn Aylen, Aylmer, C. E—Tuberculosis

A. C. E. Picault, Montreal, C. E.—Fracture of the Neck of the Thigh
Done,

Richard Whiteford, Three Rivers, C. F.—Corro~ive Sublimate.

Heury Shoebottom, London, C. W.—Arterial Hamorrhage.

Robert N. Shaver, Dickinson’s Landing, C. W.—Abortion.

Robert 1Towden, Montreal, C. LL.—Thoracic Ancuiism.

Johu McMillan, London, ¢, W.—Intlainmation of the Veins,

D. Thomas Robertson, Queliee, C. E.—Tetanus.

Audrew A, Boylan, Montreal, C. E.—Acute Asticular Rheumatism,

Willimu Wilson, Chambly, C. E.—Administration of Chloroform,

Gordon Jumes Emery, Bowmanville, C. W.—~Intflanmation of the Veina,

Privary Examinations. At the close of the Scwsion, 1850-7, the
Gentlemen whose names are subscribed passed suceesfully upon the
primary branches, being their first examination for the degieo of Doctor
of Medicine, iu the University of MceGhll College.

Mr. James Kerr, Mr. T Cunynghame,
“ Win, Harkin, “ Alex. Reid,
% Geo. Pattee, “ Timothy English,
“ Tatk. O'Leary, “ Jns, McGurry,
% Theed. Robitaille, “ Jas, 8, Duncan,

and Mr. W. H. Taylor.

Mareria MEDicA— Prize 1857.—The Professor of this department
in McGill College offers aunually a prize for the best essay on any sub-
Ject embraced within the sphere of his lectures. The competitors were
this year five in number ; and as the most meritorious, the prize was

given to Mr. Alex. Reid, of London, C.W. His production being cne of



49 EDITORIAL DEPARTMENT.

grent eseellence on aceonnt of ita ariginal inquiries tnd experimental
researches.  Tha most interesting or novel portions will bo selected for

publication in ourpnges. It suliject is ¢ Strychnia”

COLLEGE OF PHYSICLANS AND SURGEONS, ¢ K.
Mostieas, V20h May, 1837,

The Semi-Annna! Mecting of the Roard of Governors of the College
of Physenns and Surgeons of Lower Canada, was Leld this day, when
were present Drss Fremont, Russell, Sewell, Lindsay, Jackson, Marsden,
Robitalle, Boudrean, Marmette, Budeau, Twcotte, Smallwood, Cham-
bevlin, Brishan, Sabourin, Weilhrenner, Fowler, Foster, Gline s, Mune,
Bibawl, Ha'l, Fraser, Bover, Jones, Peltier,

Dr, Fremoat, the President of the College, in the Chair,

The Secrctary vead the miantes of the Jast Romi- Aunual Meeting, held
in Queber in Ovtober Tast, whivh were approved.

The President infored the Toard that he had vot received as yet any
information fiom the Government concerning cettain unendments to the
present bye-laws,

From afew remarks made by theSecretary, it was nnanimouddy resolved
that the Brarl <hould proceed with the examisations, before attendingto
other business of the Meoting., Do Mortitier, a navy surgeon for the
past filty years, claimed, apon cort'fieates from Ste W Burnett, proving
that he was readly a navy surgeon, to be cximined to oltain bis Heense
from the Bomd,  After some discussion, it wis decided to comyly with
his request,

The following geutlemen, with Degrees from the Medical Faculty of
McGill College, afier having taken the outh, were granted their License s

Mewes. Whiteford, Aylen, Shocboitom, Robertson, Ilowden, Shaver,
Emery, Ricly Church, Boylan, Picault, Wilson,

Me. Stunton received his Licenso as Apotheeary, after a satisfactory
examination,

The following veceived their License after very creditable examinn-
tions 1—

Meosers, Mortuner, Ricard, O'Leary, Poisson, Bacon.

The following, after having undergone their preliminary examinations,
were admitted to the study of Medicine :—

Messrs, Guertin, Gravel, Gaucher, Grenier, Derome, St. Cyr, Degjardins,
Vaine, Charlebois, Lafontaine, Taschereau, Lindsuy.

The exminations being over, two lenghty Reports from the Montreal
and Quelice Committees were read, after Which it was moved by Dr.
Russcll, and seconded by Dr. Landry :—
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« T,at the Reports from the Committeea appoin‘ed for the citica of Quebec
and Montreal, respectively, be received, and that the thanks of the Doard bo
given 1o the Committees for the care aund trouble they have tuken in preparing
these voluminous and comprehicastee Reports,

The Mecting then adjourned.

HECTOR PELTIER, M.D,, Elin,

Scerctury for the district of Montreal,

Jenemie's SepativE—We have lately been favoured with a sample
of “Jetemiv's Sedative Solution of Opium and anti-spasmadic.”  This
preparation, mnde after a patented provess, has acquired much eelebrity
as an Opiate,  [ts ehief advantrges nre alleged to e its preudiar frees
dom hom the nosious properties of Opiw, it being found available in
cases where other forms have been inndmissable  Having been pre-
pared at Patna, it was extensively tied in the East Tudies, and was suh-
sequently intradueed into Great Biitain and frefand 5 and the Physicians
who have there employed it speak of it as 0 most valuable remedy.
Hitherto its liigh price has opposed its introduction to conmon use in
Canade, this impediment has, however, now been removed, and the ar-
ticle may be procured in this city at about one-third s ordinary cost.
Wo have given it to some of our patients, and have liad no reason to
question the propricty of the statements that have been made of ity ex-
celience.  Asto strength, the printed accounts are 1ather conflicting—
according to one writer, it is three times as strong as Jaudanum § accor-
dinge to another, it is of about the samo strength.  The latter we believe
to be neaver the truthe The dose mked is from 19 to 40 drops. On
one occasion twenty minims destroyed the lite of an aged female. 1t
may be purchase 1 from cither Mr. 8. J. Lyman, Place d’Arnnes, or Mr.
Beers, of the Medical Hall.

Tue Axtirncoaistic Segcirie.—Some time ago our attention was
kindly directed to a statement of the discovery of 4 new =alt which was
reputed to be a specific for all cnses of inflammation indiscriminately.
Being too old to bo canght by such chail, we thought ne more of the
imposing claim, It was roundly asseited that with a few atoms of a
pleasant salt, inflammation might be ent short; acute or chronic only
became & question of numbers, the neute might, in the ‘aco of great im-
probabilities, detnand a second dose, the chronic hardly aalf a dozen.
Blceding arms, shaking teeth, drowsy biains, deadly prostrations, and
depurative leakings, worc henceforth to be no longer the means by which
welcome Hygiea was to descend antiphlogistically to the inflamed sufferer,
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like Othello’s, their oceupation's gone.  No mare was the pathologist
to allay his morbid appetite with the thowand and ome deadly victories
that the ence viumplant foe anywhere and every where achieved. The
leeturer ceuld nows replace his multitndinous sad ineshanstibie disconises
by a fow happy words, sententious and practica, aud atlford a protitble
:lirillg to the lmlhlrlllugiﬂli(: Plll'('ii(]ilil‘ﬂ which the one nlmn\nng wlen or
act had always asphyviated. I short the lotty enstle of cards, we were
hitherto heaping up, now disappear=d betore the mystie Ll powder of
the undoubted magician,  The salt was a seceet, an Americar practi-
tioner, 1 D, Cozgswell, made ity and supplic Eitat two doibara 2 box,—
encugh to cure the inflammacory in a battdion of the sick, But adas, the
ruthless analyst, has changed the spivit of the dremm,  Our attention
is agnin directed to the sulject,  The salt hus been proved fo be hicar-
bonate of potass.  Cav it be s0? or may not the same mysticiam before
cluimed for its nature have given its solid outward pasticles the characters
of the Licarhonate, to deceive the daring wind of the presumptuous
investigator{  Let Dr. Coggswell answer,—uotr part is done,

LEcTUrEs o8 Boraxt.—A short course of lectures will be delivered
during the ensuing session, by Dy, Barnston of this ¢ity, as learer on
this braneh, in connection with the eourse of Naturad 1 oy, Mctill
College, by Mr, Principal Dawson.  Hereafter, pupils beginning their
studies, we believe, after May 1837, will be required to mttend one
course of Botany before graduating., They, however, will not be re-
quired to submit to any examination upon this branch.  The examina-
tions for M.D, will remain as they are, and be without extension,  The
feo for attendance will be as for the Natural History course.

LONDON CORRESPONDENCE.
1st May, 1857.
No. II.

For the fifth time in my life 1 saw amputation at the hip joint per-
formed on the 28th March, by Mr. Stanley, at Bartholomew’s Hospital,
before an immense number of anxious spectators, It was not dooe in
the usual brilliant manner by transfixion, which particulnly struck my
eye years before, when performed on the dead body during surgical
demonstrations by my oll teacher and fricud Professor Campbell, of
McGill College.  The nature of the disease precluded transfixion in the
present instance, as a large medullary tumour occupied the whole upper
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half of the thigh aed terribly encroached upon the groin, so much so, as to
render the operation one rather of dissection to accompliish disarticula-
tion, than a regular amputation. An idea will best be formed of the
whole proceeding when it is stated that 15 minutes was the time, before
the limb was completely severed. And then, oh ! what a frightful sur-
face was exposed, with not much to boast. of in the way of flaps, being
for the most part skin.  When a first year’s pupil, 1 remember well the
right leg fell to my share to dissect, it was of course attached to the
body, and when the superficial muscies anteriorly were roughly gone
over, I took it into my head to remove the limb altogether, and did so
in amost barbarous manner, severely soliliquizing with myself afterwards
at such wanton destruction. The appearance of the two cases strongly
resembled one another ; and T felt that in Mr. Stanley’s case, the stump
—if it may be so called—was very different from wbat I had before
seen in Mr. Erichsen, Mr. Curling, Mr. Hancock, and Mr. Nelaton’s eases,
"The poor fellow died within 2 hours after from secondaty bemorrhage.
To be sure the operation was quite justifiable, but the patient might
have survived some months longer without it, but that of course, as your
intelligent readers are aware is a secondary consideration altogether.

An operation not the less striking, but which more interested me was
lithotomy by Mr. Fergusson, on vhe 11th April, upon an old man aged
59, from whom 2 caleuli were removed, and at the same time the mid-
dle lobe of the prostate gland whick projected upwards and backwards
like a valve, the size of a walnut was excised, being caught hold of with
a pair of stone forceps, and cut off with « pointed bistoury. Thisis a
thing not before attempted by any man, and it is only such 2 mind as
that of the operator which could suddenly conceive it. However, it
took my fancy so much, as illustrating a point in relation to the treat-
ment of an enlarged middle lobe of the prostate, as to draw forth from
me a short communication, which appeared in the Lancet of the 13th
of April, the same number which contained a report of Mr. Fergusson’s
case in the “ Hospital Mirror” of that Journal. The title of my note
was “ Cannot cnlargement of the middle lobe of the Prostate Gland be
removed by the lateral operation of lithotomy

At this moment the injection of Todine into Ovarian Tumours, bursal
cavities, sacs of cold absces<es, synovial cavitics, &, is veceiving a fair
trial, and so far as I have seen, promises to be pretty successful. T saw
Mr. Erichsen inject a very lavge hydrocele the other day with pure
strong tincture of iodine, with success, also an ovarian cyst, but the
patient was not a suitable one for it. A case of Mr. Baker Brown’s, at
St. Mary’s Hospital, struck me forcibly : 6 ounces of strong tizciure of
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Todine, (Bl Ph) wese carefully injected inty an ovarian eval in o
healthy femabe, after being fist tapped, and altowed to remain i In
5 minutes—Ilo lism set in—the saliva taste d ot Lo line, and in half an
hour the urine and other seerctions were stiongly impregnated with it
She lad to be supported with wine and Vrandy for 28 hours, and a
radival cure was aceamplished, 1 have ©en other enses thas treate |,
but if suceess is to Ve expectod, the pure e ng tinetnre of ladine mast
be uned, wudilated with water, an! allowed to renain,

The todide of Anznonimn—:a chemical ik us & in photography—
has been introduced futn Theragaution, by ey feient e, B WL Richard-
aon,the Fiditor of the Quarteriy Joumal of Poldic Health, 1t s quite
goluble in water, not unpleasant to the taste, and a little more pungent
than Todide of Potassivmr, It i given in doses of from 1103 mains
for an adult, It possesses sheolutely marvelous powersin d'spelling
strumous enlarcements, much wore vapicly than ity sister salt, It has
been found of great value by Dro Richavdson, in secondury syphilis,
chronic rhewmatism, the primary stagre of Plithisis, aml various forms of
serofuls. It may be usel also externally in the form of a liniment with
Glycerine or Soap Liniment as a menstiwarn, It is thus easily absorbed,
In this manuer (adrackm to the ounee of plveerine) bie trents enlarged
tonsils in chiliren, applying it Ly means of 4 camel hair brush every
night.  From what 1 have scen and heard of this uew salt from my
friend, £nd with the experience T am already gaining of its value mysclf
in public and private practice, I do not hesitate o prophesy the most
valuble and important rosules Gomw its we, and Tlose no time in draw-
ing your readers attention to it. There has been a death tately from
the administration of Amylene, but there was found hypertraphy of the
left ventricle at the autopsy, and we must expeet #ecidents of this kind
to occur from almost any anacsthetic, when sueh diseased conditions are
present,  Dr. Suow gave it himself in this instunce, and has used it
upw. rd- of 130 times, without the least bad etfect.  Sulphuric ether,
is perhaps the safe-t thing to use aft.rall,

You will have perceives] by the papers the announcement of the death
of the well known and justly celebrated Dr. Seoresby, at his residence
at Torquay, on the 21st Muveh. He was a cor.esponding n» ember of
the Natural History Souiety of Montreal, and was an old friend and ac-
quaintance of the Society's late Secreary, Mr. Dutton, who has often
discoursed upon the Doctor's whaling voyages, which were published in
1820, in his account of *The Arctic Regions,” which has proved to
every Naturahst both old and young, one of the most interesting narra-
tives of maritime adventure ever written. I think Mr. Duttou is called
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apon, to bring a short sketeh of Dr. Scoreshy’s eventful life, hefore the
Natural History Society, and whic hoought to be published. 1 trust thai
this niay et h Mro Datton’s eye.

1 lm\'« another death to recard, but with feelings vay different from
those which prompred me todo soin e, Seoreshy's ease, 1w the
death not of an iniiviiual, bat of one of the dnstrumans of aosystear,
which is faat on the ware, ad wall Te shortdy reckoned as cne o f the
Carpange things that were”  Fhe Lovdon Homapathic Hoepial, the
lant ho-pital desore T to this de'nsion in Londen hay closed s doom.
The Lanect cavs, while re ond v the melunchaly event, that « Like all
qllﬂ(‘kvl‘i("l‘ it has had its day @ like adl guackeries it dew beon suppoited,
by the shallow, we.k, and credulous on the one ~ide, a4 the charlatan
and the roxue on the other. Such alliances are invatiably hroken when
cither the eves of the one are Cpened, or the capacity of the other is not
gratified.” Pour Lord Retert Grosvonor, the gront clum pion of Homee-
opathy has covfissed Bimself diddled, and declares he has been hum.
buggred from first to lust,  He now cmploys a regular genuine allopa-
thic practitioner.  Oue Sunday when a pussenger on the South Eastern
Railway, who should happen to be in the same Car with me, but Dr.
Rosenstein, who practised homoropathy in Montreal for some  years,
He dud not know me. T watched him for some time atd found he waa
in an advanced stage of [ hthisis, the mere wreck of what he once was ;
his young wife and mother in law were in the car with him.  After a
while T «pake a word into hia left car, which made him stir up, he nearly
fainted with delight, I parted from him shortly after. A few duys later
a letter reached me from Woolwich, whero he is ~cttled, telling me he
could not have been better ploased at meeting an angel than having
seen me, and after cntering into a few detnils alout his listory since
leaving Montreal, the letter concluded by asking for a loan of the need-
ful. It was quite clear, ho too had found homwopathy a delusion as
many others had done before him.

In one of my previous letters, I recounted au accident of a very fear-
ful character in St. Katherine’s Dock, in which the abdominal and tho-
racic viscera were forced out, with the heart lying exposel un the outer
surface of the abdomen. (Page 238 of Vol. 4.) It fell to my lot on
23d March, to witne's a most horrible scene at Charing-Cross, which
was the running over of an old gentleman who had been waiting for a
Clapham omnibus. He was making an attempt to cross the read in
front of 3 Westminster omuibus, in'mediately in front of the horses
which at that moment started to go down the incline; he was knocked
down before he knew what he was about, and run over as quickly as it
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take s me to write the few words about it.  Both wheels passed over his
Budy, completely rapturing the walls of the abdomen and squeezing out
his bowels. The shocking spectacle was one which praduced a very
sickening feel in every ome who witnessed it, Tt is needless to say life
was immediately extinet.  No blame ix attachable to the driver. People
are very frequently run over at the bottom of Agar Street in the Strand,
where no less than five different streets meet, and the patients are gene-
rally taken info Charing-Cross Hospital,

My friend Mr. Erichsen of Thiversity College was telling me a few
days ago, he had received an invitation to attend the meet’ng of the
American Association for the advancement of Science, which is to be
held at Montreal.  He is much flattered by the compliment but will not
be able to go. Idis work on Surgery is out of print and a new edi~
tion, of whieh he is at this moment correcting the proofs, will be cut
before October, It will be in 2 handsome volumes, with 140 additional
woodeuts.  Beth he and his valuable book, are well known to all the
McGillites who come over here, at least those whom I chance to meet, Iin~
troduced Dr. Walter J. Henry to him, who was much taken with the Pro~
fessor.  If you turn out many such men as Dr. Henry from McGill
Coliege, you need not be ashamed to send them to any part of the globe.
From the opportunities T bad of forming an opinion, I was much pleased
with him indeed, and T will take any amount of trouble to show snch
men as he, or D John and James Sievenson what medical life is in
London. Ivery frequently meet another graduate of the same College, and
lately have been almost daily in his company, I aliude to Dr. David
D. Logan, formerly of Montreal, who resides at Cheltenham, and is
practising there asa Physician, He, Dr. Baker of Dawlish and myself
are the only 3 I believe in England who rejoice in the terms McGillite,
but I am glad to say net of the recreant class, an example of which you
have shown up in your March mumber.

In concluding, T would recommend your employing stout, and at the
same time thin, brown paper, to envelope the numbers of your Journal,
for I believe many of them go astray, owing to the lacerable nature of
the kind of paper you employ, and it is really a disappointment to find
sometimes odd numbers not making their appearance.

G

MEDICAL NEWS,

A Plysician in New York was lately robbed by a woman suddenly stepping
up to him, and before he was hardly aware of her presence, she snatched his
gold spectacles from his nose. The Dr. was too much astonished to give any
alerm and the woman escaped.



