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It is Sabbath morning. Joha is
going to the Sabbath school. He has
a comfortable home. His father, who
Keeps a. shoe shop, is a decent. man.
He has a mother, too, and a number
of brethers and sisters.  He wasalways
a well behaved boy, but a little petted
sometimes, and careless; and be had a
great conceit of himself.

Last October he heard a sermon to
the young. The Lord that night
touched John’s heart. Ever since, he
has been a new boy. His father and
mother and everybody notice it. He
rever givesa proud or cross word or
look, and he is almost constantly read-
ing his Bible. He is a great favorite
with his sisters, and everybody else,
he is so gentle and obliging.

Before, he used to be careless about
his leasons; now, he is very diligent,
and has been head of his class almost
ever since. ‘The Bible says that if we
are Christ’s we will not be slothful in
business,but fervent in spirit, serving
the Lord; and that whatsoever we do,
we are to do with all our might.

He s greatly taken up about the
Sabbath school. He says that, next
to the church, it is the place where
‘most of all he Joves to' go. He says

that there ¢ the bread is broken down
into little bits for the children,”* his
teacher makes everything so plain.—
John used to wonder what his teacher
meant, when he prayed that the Holy
Spirit would come and quicken all the
dead gouls in the school ; now he un-
derstands it, and. prays constaatly for
the same thing. : S

Every now and then boys are com-
ing to John's class. The teacher won-
ders, and js glad, It was Jobn that
asked them. But he never tells. He
is also a great friend to the missionary
box. Heseldom passesit without hav-
ing something tosay. Lately,a sixs
pence was found in ite The freasurer
wouadered, for there were few sixpences
among the sciholars. At last it turned
out that it was John. His uncle had
given him sixpence for copying out a
long aeccount; John had given it at
once, without anybody knowing it, to
the cause of Christ. He meets Robert,
who went to the same day-school with
him. He wants Robert to go with him
to the Sabbath school. It is Just
round the corner, and I am sure Mr.
—— will be glad o see you.” Robert’s
fatter ran away from his mother, and
soen after, his mother djed ; and now
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he lives with his aunt, a poor but kind
body. Robert used to notice in John’s
Bible the hymns and tracts John’s Sab-
bath school teacher used to give him,
and wished he was at the same class.
But nobody ever asked him, and he
“did not like” to go, his clothes were
so shabby. Now he is glad, and
John and he go to the school together.

My dear reader, have you felt, like
John, the value of your soul? Have
you felt the love of Christ constrain-
ing you? Have you ever got one ne-
glected boy or girl to come to your
Sabbath school? Is there no onein
the street, or alley, or house you live in,
whom you could try to get to go with
you next Sabbath? You caunxot; per-
haps, go as a missionary to a foreign
land; butare you doing wkat you can ?
If you saw a poor child in the street
perishing from hunger, and you bad a
loaf, far larger than you could yourself
need or make any use of, would you
keep it all to yourself? Now #y;
and pray for a blessing, :

Whet a Wise King Asked of God.
When king Solomon 'began
reign, he offered a great many sacri-
fices to the Lord, and humbly sought
his favour and friendship. This was
doing as he ought.

We begin life well, when we begin
it with God. And so, when we begin
any business, if we begin it with God,
we begin it well, but not otherwise.—
We should ackncwledge God in all our
ways, and then we may expect that he
will direct our paths.

And so, the great God appeared to
Solomon in a dream, by night, and
said, “ Ask what I shall give thee I”—
And Solomon said, “O Lord my God ;
thou hast made thy servant king, in-
stead of David my father; and 7 am
but alittle child. And thy servuat is
in the midst of a great people. Give
therefore thy servant an understanding
heart, to judge thy people, that I may
discern between good and bad.”” And
God was pleased, that Solomen had
asked wisdom to do good to his people,

his.

and to glorify his holy name:and not
riches, or long life, or the life of his
enemies.

And God heard his prayer, and gave
him a wise and an understanding heart,
so that there was no king like to him
either before or since. Aund besides
wisdom, the Lord gave him very great
honours, and riches, and pleasures.—
God will ever honour those who ho-
nour him. .

But does he not say to each of us,
Ask what I shall give thee? Yes, he
dozs. We may hear his voice in his
boly word. Aud what should we ask ?
I know what I will ask.

I will ask him, to give me a heart to
know him. Many people have heard
about him, and have read of him, who
have not 4 heart to know him ; and so,
though they profess to know him, they
do not admire him, they do wnot love
him, nor do they delightin his service.

T will ask him to give me the pardor
of my sins. I have indeed too often
sinned against him. I have indulged
wicked thoughts, spoken improper and .
wicked words, and done, very many
times, those things which I ought not
to have done. The wages dueto my
sins, is death. Itis of the Lord’s mer«
cies, that I am not consumed. I will
ask of him, through Jesus Christ, to
pardon my sins. In the dear Saviour,
merey and truth meet together, right-
eousness and peace embrace each otber.
In him, God is just, and yet a Saviour.

I will ask him to give me all needful
graceto discharge every duty incum-
bent on me. 1 will seek grace to re-
pent, and to believe on his dear Son,—
to love his charming name,—to follow
him whithersoever he goeth,—to over-
come every sin,—to bear up under all
the irials of life, and to hold on and out
in my Christian course, even till time
with me shall end. -

T will ask him to give me his sacred
presence, to cheer me in my dying mo-
ments,and though  altogether unwor-
thy, I will ask for a place among his
people, though it be the lowest, and
the meanest, at his right hand in glory.
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And O, delightful thought! he
never said to the seed of Jacob, seek ye
my face in vain! He is the prayer-
bearing, and the prayer-answering God
“this is his name for every—and this
i¢ his memorial throaghout all genera-
tions.”

Who Denied The Saviour-

The Apostle Peter had much na-
tural courage. When our Lord fore-
told the circumstances of his death,—
and that Peter should deny three times
even that he knew hir,— Peter felt
burt,~—~but he could not imagine that
this would be really the case. He
knew that he loved the Redeemer,
and he could not bear the thought of
denying him,—and he said, “ Though
all men should deny thee, yet will not
I. T will go with thee to prison and
to death.” )

And did he s0? O no. When the
Lord Jesus fell inte the hands of his
enemies, he was afraid lest he should
be arrested too, and he followed him
afar off,

He wished to know how things
would go with his Master, and there-
fore he went into the hall of the
high priest, and there he sat down by
the fire among the servants.

And whilst they were all talking
about the Lord Jesus, one of the maid-
servants looked very earnestly upon
Peter, and said, * This man was also
with him.”

Overcome by sinful fear, he said,
“ Woman! I know him not !” and,
upon this, as if he had been very
much affionted, he turned away and
went out into the portico.

Presently after, another servant saw
him, and she said. immediately,
‘¢ Surely this man was also with Jesus
of Nazareth !” And some who were
present asked him plainly, if he were
not one of Christ’s disciples 7 And
Peter was again so wicked as to deny
him ; yea, even with an oath,~—and he
said, “I am not! I do not know the
man !”

5
Then another servant, who was
resent when our Lord was arrested,
said, “Did notIsee thee in the gar-
den with him ?” And again, Peter aw-
fully denied that he did not know him.
And now the Lord Jesus, who was
in a farther partofthe hall, heard him !
and he turned and looked on him with
so much tenderness and severity, that
Peter could not bear that piercing look.
And then he remembered how the
Saviour had cautioned him, and what
he had said, and how vile his conduct
had been. And he went out and wept
bitterly.

And well he might,—for his conduct
was very base and shameful.

But for what was this sad history
putin the Bible? Is it any good to me ?
Yes. Then it would not have been
better, if it had been leftout? O no.
It teaches me,—

That my heart is full of evil. No
one who knows his own heart ever
talks of its goodness. Ihave no right
to say, that my heart ig naturally any
better than that of Peter. "Then it
must be very bad.

And did [ never deny the Saviour?
O yes,Ihave. Thelanguage of every
gin I have committed, has been, O I
do not know the man!—TI do not take
him as my Lord!—I serve anothe:
master !—I do not acknowledge his
autherity !

O then, how wicked have | been!
I will go out with Peter,—I will weep
when I think of my sins,—I will ask
the Saviour to turn, and look on me,
as he did on Peter.

Did Peter thus awfully deny his
Lord? Left to my own wisdom and
strength, I shall do so too. I will pray
for grace that I may never fall from
his good ways. I will say, Hold thou
me up, and I shall be safe!”

There is no sin into which we may
not fall, unless prevented by God’s
great mercy.

And did the Saviour pardon him?
Yes, he dide And he restored him
again to his office, as an Apostle ; he
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bade him feed his sheep, and his lambs.
O how great is his pardoning Jove!
He is indeed the friend ofthe poor
sinners! He himself says, “Whoso-
ever cometh to me, I w:ll in no wise
cast out.”
. But I will not fo;get, that whllst he
pardons, he says, “Go gad sin no
more !”

The Windmill.

The teachers and children of a sab-

bath school met in the open air'cn a
summer afternoon. After being re-
freshed with tea, the children were,
collected together in the centre of the
field to hear the instructions of one ‘of
the ministers who was present. He
told them he was not going to preach to
them at that time, but he wished to
talk with them a little while about the
windmiil near them. He then said,

¢ My dear children look attentively
at the windmill ; how do you think it
came there? Do you think it placed
itself where younow seeit? You know
that it could not make itself and you
know that it belongs to a good man
who has permitted us to meet in his
field to.day. Now, my dear children,
look at yourselves :
Whose property are you 2—You have
been taught, and I hope you think of
this, that God made you, and that you
are his property. Look at the wind-
mill again: it is not placed in this field
as a useless ernament; it is fixed here
for the services of the owner. Turn
your attention again to vourselves:
Are you the property of God, and has
he not placed you in this world 1o serve
him, and to live to his glory ?
you, my dear children, answering the
end for which you weré created 7 Are
you desiring to answer thisend? Look
at the windmill: you see it moves; it
continues to move; thé sails are turn-
ed round very fast by the wind. But
do you imagine it is alive because it
moves ? You know it is not alive: it
has motion, but it has not life: and is

who made you 72—

'sent will be in eternity !

And are

-~ - A A

not this the case with many of you my
dear children ?  You have motipn, that
is, you go to school and to the house of
God, and perhaps you learn a gyeat
deal, bus_you have not life, spmtual
hfe, you have no love to God, no de-
sire to live to his glory, and to serve
and please him; no wish to get good to
your souls from the privileges you en-
jov. ‘You.do not believe in Jesus
Christ, and seek for pardon and grace
through him. My déar children, look
again ‘at the windmill; you ses the
sails are cofitinually changing their di:

rection ; so that from whatever quarter
the wind may blow, it is moved by the
force of the breeze. Learn from this,
oy dear children, that amidst all the
changing scenes and circumsiances of
your lives, you should be constantly
seekinir to gain somé good to your souls,
and domg something for the glory of’
God.

“Once more : at preaent you see
that the windmill is in a state of good
repair, and it appears likely to last for
several years; but it will not last for
ever ; it will in time fall into decay, and
become useless to' the owner Thus
will it be' with you, my dear children’s
you are now in the bloomx of youth,
the vigour of health ; but you will not
be always thus healthful and active;
and strong ; even if your lee is spared
sixty or seventy years, your body will
at last decay and die. How solemn is
the thought, when we stretch our minds
to a hundred years that when' they
have rolled away, every one now pre-
But' it is
likely that most if not all of us, will

have finished our course in a ‘much
'shorter period  in a very few years,

nay months or days, it may be'said of
the §ouncest ¢ Dust to dust, and" ashes
to ashes.” Let me entreat you, then
my dear children, without delay, to
seek the pardon of your sins through
Jesus Christ 5 to seek for rehewing and
sanctifying grace : if yon obfain these
bléssings, you will be prepared for life-
or death, for time or for eternity.”
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The Boy uBigten by a Serpent.

- There ‘are some snakes in India
whose bites are very poisonous. Per-
sous bitten-by them die very quickly,
and few medicines will do them any
good.: Sometimes these snakes hide
themselves in the roofs of the "houses,
and sometimes they get under the mats
on which the people are tleeping at
vight. - One of these is called the
“Cobra di eapello;” but the Tamil
people‘call it .« Nulla pamboo,” which
means “ good snake,” and some of the
peoénle are so foolish as to worship if,
and they think it would be a great sin
to'kill it, although it is so dangerous.

. About "two years ago there was a
little boy learning in the Mission
Sebool at Dévivedn, a place connetted
with the Neyoor Mission Station io
Sonth Travancore. His pareuts and
all" bis velations sere heathen-, and
worshipped devils: butthev <ent this
boy to the Mission School that he
mighf learn to read. It odten happens,
when the parents of the ehldren. who

leatn in these schools are poor, that
they take them away to climb palmyra
trees, or to help them in cultivating
the fields before they are able to read
properly, and this makes us very sorry.
But they are all taught how foolish and
wicked it is to give offerings to devils,
and to worship idols, and that Jesus
Christ alone is able to save their souls,
and to make them happy. There are
many heathen children in Travancore
who are learning about the blessed
Saviour, and some read the Scripture,
and are able to answer questions nicely,
so that we hope that some of them, as
they grow up, will give up their foolish
and wicked customs, and leve and
serve that good Saviour. The litile
boy I am going to tell you about
showed a great desire to learn, and ap:
peared to receive the truths that were
taught him by the schioolmaster, who
war a pions man, and who tried to
lead the children to the Good Shep-
[ herd. -Thist boy~ was very obedient
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to his teacher and Lis father and
mother, and kind to all the other child-
ren in the school. Every night he
took his Testament home, and read it
to his heatheu parents, and begged
them to give up idolatry and come to
the house of God that they mighthear
about Jesus. They lived at a village
called Parakanvilly, abont two miles
from the school. After a time they
were moved by his entreaties ; for they
saw that their boy had become ms:e
loving and obedient through the know.
ledge he had gained at school, so they
joined the Christians, and persnaded
some of their neighbours to do the
same. Then Mr. Leitch, a good Mis.
sionary, who is notw in heaven, had a
prayer-houge built, and a school com-
menced at this village, and the school-
master from Déviyodu went to teach
the people ahout Jesus; for, though
they bad become Caristians in name,
they were still very ignorant. Through
his efforts, others of the heathens join-
ed them, and began to receive instrue-
tion. They gave up their heathen
pames, and had new names given
them. The pame received by this
little boy was Aroolanuntham. This
is a long name. I will tell you its
meaning. Arool means grace or fa-
vour, and Anuntham means bligs, so
that the meaning of his name was
¢ gracious bliss,” or bliss obtained by
grace; and you all know that the bliss
of heaven, as well as all true happiness
in this world, is the gift of God’s free
grace to poor sinners who deserve his
wrath, Aroolanuntham continued to
his family and in his village; but he
says “he trusts that the Lord, who
guides the Church by His Spirit, will
bless this little congregation gathered
from among the heather in other
ways.” As this boy died so suddenly,
and the teacher was not present, we do
not know how he felt when he was
near death ; but we have reason to be-
Lieve that he trusted in that kind Sa-
viour, who eaid, “Sufferlittie children
to come unte me, and forbid them not,
for of such is the kingdom of heaven ;”’

and that he is now rejoicing in the
presence of that Saviour, among those
whose robes have been washed and
made white in the blood of the Lamb.
Moy you all, dear children, like Aroo-
lanuntham, receive the truths that are
tavght you from God's Word, love
that dear Saviour who came to die
for you, and try to be useful by telling
others about him that they may love
him teo.” And then, s7hether you live
many years, or ave token suddenly
attend the pew echool at his own vil-
lage, and made good progress in know-
ledge, and, I believe, in piety also.—
He used to pray for his pavents and for
the heathen around, and wished to be
baptized that he might show that he
was a follower of Jesus. When he
kad made known his wish to be bap-
tized, I was surprised &t such a request
from a boy so young; but when I ex-
amined him, and found how clear his
views were, and how simply he ap-
peared to trust in the Redeemer, I was
much pieased, and thought to baptize
him very soon, with some others, at
thet place. Bat, about two mcnths
ago, he was bitten in the night by a
venomous snake as be lay sleeping on
a mat, and, after suffering great pain
for four hours, he died. His parents
sent for his teacher; but before he
could come his spirit had fled. His
parents grieved very much for him;
for ke had been a dutiful son to them,
and it was through him they had be.
come Christians ; and his teacher, too,
was very sorry, for he hoped that he
would grow up to be very useful. And
now dear children, while young, if you
do like Aroolanuntham, you will not
bave lived in vain, but will be welcomed
as “good and faithful servants,” and
will « enter into the joy of your Lord.”

Neyoor, South Travancor
Nov. 5th, 1855. & 2 F.B.

~ The meek shall inherit the earth,
and shall delight themselves in the
abundance of peace.

_ — Alittle thata righteous man hath
is better than the riches of the wicked.
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Little by Little.

It is a comimon fault to overlook the
unobtrusive modes of doing good which
lie in the path of every one, under the
impression that were an oppertunity
given to achieve, by a single stroke,
some stopendous work of beneficence,
it would be cheerfully and resolutely,
embraced. We are apt to be too
long-sighted in relation to the use of
moralinfluencé. In looking out afar
for some magnificent work, for the per-
formance of which we will greatly con-
gratulate ourselves, while the world
will wonder at our bravery, we fail to
see a thousand upportunities for bles.
sing others, because they are so near
and simple. We are at great pains
to send the missionary to some far-off
field of desolation and want, while we
fail to do our own families that work
which is identical with the mis.
sionary’s labour. We interest our-
selves in the progress of a revival,
while we neglect that personal ac-
tivity and faithfulness to those around
us, upon which all revivals depend.
Like Jegislators declaring war and
granting appropriations, while they
neither take the sword, nor contribute
to the expense, we would generalize
every system of benevolence, so as to
excuse ourselves from service. Yet
this is a semblance of benevolence,
bringing neither the fruit nor the bles-
sedness of genuine virtue.

kVery philanthropist, whose achieve-
ments have been embalmed in the
memories of the good, has won his
laurels by the labour of his owu hands,
in the way. of humble, simple, self.

denying activity. There is no high-
way to distinguished usefulness. It
is to be attained, if attained at all, only
by perseverance in the ordinary com.
mon-place way of laborious duty in
the personal sphere which we occupy.
Howard’s memory is sacred and sub-
lime ; but the labours which conse.
cvate it were performed in the prison-
house and the hospital—amidst the
repulsive asgociations of poverty and
crime, one by one, and little by little.
If he had waited for the opportunity of
performing at o sttoke the good deeds
which were the accumulated results of
years of trial, he had died unknown
and unhenoured. So will we find it
in the case of every good and great
man, If we®could draw aside the veil
which his renown has ecast over him,
we should find him laboriously plodding
over the details of duty or labour, the
combined results of which have made
him famous. Little by little the pyra-
mids were built ; and by these details
of inconsiderable or repulsive deeds
is the title to enlarged beneficence,
or distinguished goodness to be won.
He who manfully and disinterestedly
grapples with the duty of the present
hour has the true spirit of benevolence.

. Father’s Letter to his Son.

Dear WirLiiam,—Your father loves
you very much, and nothing would
make him so happy 2s to see you truly
wise and good. But I am often very
anxious about you, for there are many
dangers that you are not aware of.—
And it is to warn you of these daugers,
and to keep you from them, that now
write this little letter to you. Andas
it is my own letter, I hope you will
read it often and carefully ; and your
father’s prayer is, that God may bless
it.to his dear boy.

One of the greatest dangers in this
country is the danger of acquiring a
liking for intoxicating liguors, and
thus becoming a drunkard ; and the
best way of being safe from this great
danger is by becoming an abstainer
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when you are young. I say this, be.
cause [ know that it is true, and be
cause I wish my dear William also to
know what is true, and do what is
right, and thus be safe and happy.—
But read on, and you will see for
yourself that what your father says is
true, :
Some fathers, when taking intoxicat.
ing drinks. themselves, sometimes give
a sip to their children. Your father
will never do this to you, for it is very
dangerous, and therefore very wrong.
The children soon begin to like what
they get ; and this liking may continue
with them, and often does continue,
after they have left their father’s house.
And mark the result. To gratify this
liking, they seek intoxicating drinks
for themselves, and on, and on, in this
dangerous course they go, till they be-
come drunkards, and, it may be, aresent
back, disgraced and ruined, to the
house where they first received, from
a father’s hand, the dangerous, the de-
ceptivesip. And what has happened
to them may happen toany one. Not
an individual who takes these danger-
ous drinks is safe. Perféct safety is
to be found orly in entire abstinence.
And the sooner you begin, the safer
you will be, haviug the longer time for
proper training in abstinence princi-
ples and practice. Your safety will
also be greatly increased 'by your
joining a juvenile society ; your little
trials there preparing you for the
greater trials that may come when you
must leave home, and aet for yourself.
And you will thus also have something
appropriate to say when you may be
asked to take intoxicating drinksi—
Making it known that yeu are a join-
ed abstainer, you can at once say, No,
even to your best friend. And your
saying this is what all honourable men
will expect, and what can give just of-
fence to no one. Aud this you will
find a valuable safeguard ; for it
is through fear of offending friends,
and ¢ not liking to say, Ne,’ that many
yield and fall. ‘
But you will have many other ad-

vantages, a8 you grow up, in being an
abstainer. It will help to preserve
your /salth. How mary young men
by intemperance destroy’ their health [
It will save your money, Where what
is wacted, and worse than wasted, on
worse than useless drinks, laid out
rightly, what a source of comfort and
improvement would it afford ! It will
save what i3 more precious than
money-—your téme. To waste time as
tipplers do, is the very worst kind of
waste. Itwill help tosave your morals.
Drunkenness is not only a great evil
in itself, but the source of a host of
other evils. If you would keep your-
self pure, the sure and simple plag is
veither touch nor taste. But it wiil
be a help to you also in what is most va-
luable of all—religion. Though absti-
nence isnot religion, and must in no
way and by no means be put in its
room, yet, leaving the mind calm and
clear, it must be so far favourable to
religion, whereas the use of intoxicat-
i.g drinks has, in many ways, and 1n
cases innumerable, proved a grievous
hindrance'to it.’

But while you will thus, by being.
ao abstainer, be getting good, you will
also be doing good. You will be ex-
hibiting your protest against the
dangerous drinks and drinking customs
of your country, and lending your in-
fluence and example to a movement,
whose noble aim is to unite, as tho-
rough-going abstainers, all the youth
of our land, and through him to make
that land as famous for its sobriety as
it has been infamous for its dranken-
ness. ' ,

I have thus, my dear William, in
this little letter, told you what I know
to be true; what I believe to be duty ;
and what I am sure will tend to your
safety and happiness. Itis your own
letter, Read it carefully. Think over
it sericlisly. And that God may di-
rect you to do what is right, and bless
you, and keep you, and make you his
own, is the earnest prayer of

Your very affectionate Father.
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Eliza Farrier, the Jamaica Sunday Scholar.

Between North and South America,
in the Atlantic Ocean, lies the beautiful
island of Jamaica. "Noods and rivers
abound, and mountains so high that
their tops are generally capped with
clouds; these make it one of the most
lovely of the West India Islandss—
Flowers which we know only in green.
houses grow wild in the hedges, and
the trees keep their fresh green ver.
dure all the year round.

And are the people happy who live
in this lovely island? Thousands of
them are happy now, but they were
not always so. They have to thank
the missionaries and other kind friends
for their happiness; and most of all
that God who blessed the efforts of
his servants in that island of the West,
Let me tell you the history of a little
Sunday school girl, who lived in Ja-
maica, and you will judge whether she
was happy, and what made her so.

Eliza Farrier was a coloured child.
Her parents did not love God, but they
sent her to school at one of the Baptist
Missionary Stations, on the island.

She lived in the yard near the mis-
sionary’s house, and there Mr. Mer-
rick, who has since left Jamaica, to
‘g0 as 8 missionary to Africa, often
saw her. She hecame such a good lit-
tle girl, that every body loved her. She

quickly learned to read, and was very
fond of repeating hymns. Eliza was
not satisfied with improving herself
only, she soon began to teach others ;
and who do you think were her scho-
lars? old people who had never had
the privilege of & Sunday school. ‘In
Jamaica these persons are so anxious
to learn to read now, that they are glad
to get the little children to teach them,
and sometimes there are more men
and women than girls and boys in the
schools there. Well, little Eliza, when
her lessons were over, would run
away with her books, not to play with
her companions, outto teach some
old woman her letters or spelling, or
to read to her what she_could not read
for herself. There was one old Eboe
woman, named Diana Allen, whom
she would often visit ; she used to take
her bible, and seating herself by her,
would say, ¢ Granny.”’ (the children
call all the old women Granny in
Jamnica,) “1 am come to read God’s
word to you.” She knew that this
poor black woman was very ignorant,
so when she came to any solemn verse
in the bible, she would stop, and look-
ing earnestly up in her face, exclaim
% Granny, do you hear #kat? Do you
hear what God’s book says?” Ah,
my children, it must have beena lovely
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sight, to see this little girl teaching
that old woman the way to heaven.
She showed that her young heart had
Seen touched by the Spirit of God,
for all who seek and find Him, are
anxious to lead others to seek him too.

One day Eliza was taken ill with
fever, she could neither goto school nor
teach her granny Diana. She soon
became so very ill that her senses
left her. Mr. Merrick’s sisters went
to see her ; sometimes she was con-
scious and quite happy. She repeated
many of the hymns which she had
learned. Onthethird day, they saw that
she was dying. She became almost
speechless. She felt she was going
to leave this world, but she was not
afraid, indeed she rather rejoiced.
Presently they heard her faintly say,
¢ The pleasing glories of my Saviour’s
name.”  Again, “ The pleasing,”
and she dwelt on the word, as if she
felt its truth—repeating it several
times, ¢ the pleasing pleasmg glories
of mv Saviour’s name,” and with these
wo.ds on her lips, her happy «_irit
departed, to bel.id that Saviour of
whom she spoke.

This little girl was only eight or nine
years old, yet she was prepared to die.
Oh, that all the dear little readers of
this book may be like Eliza Farrier,
who besides being ready to die, was

always while alive trying to do good|

to others.—From the Juvenile Mission.-
ary Herald.

The Repentancs of God.

Jupces 118,

God is more than once described in
Scripture as repenting of something
that he had done. 1In the text before
us, it is said, when his people had
been allowed to fall under the oppres-
sion of their enemies, to punish them
for their sins, and they at length turned
to him—the Lord repented because of
their groanings, and raised them up a
deliverer. An equally strong case is
that of the antedelumans,whose crimes

were such that it is said the Lord re-
pented that he had made man upon the
earth., So he “repents’ of having
made Saul king ; repents of the evil he
had said he would bring upon the Ni-
nevites ; and in various places is de-
scribed as “ repenting” of the evil he
had thought to do, on certain occa-
sions, and did it not. In fact, that God
should thus ¢ repent for his servants,”
seems to have been promised to the
Israelites by Moses in Deut. xxxii. 36.
Yet it is very remarkable that in one
of the strongest of these instances—
that of Seul—the very same chapter
which contains one of the mest signal
instances of repentance ascribed to
God—contains also the strongest de-
claration that he never repents. In1l
Sam. xv. 11, the Lord says, ¢ Itrepent.
eth me that I have made Saulto bea
king, for he is turned back from fol-
lowing me.” in the 29th verse we
read, ¢ the Strength of Israel will not
lie nor repent; for he is not 2 man that
he should repent’> Even the Penta-
teuch, which contains some of the
strongest instances of this mode of ex-
pression, declares ¢ God is not « man
that he should lie, nor the son of man
that he should repent.” Num. xxiii.
19.

How are we to understand these
things 7 Is there anomaly or contra-
diction here ? By no means. What-
ever the Scriptures positively assert
of the character of God is to be taken
plainly as it stands—it is part of the
Scripture doctrine of his being and his
atfributes ; but when, in the desecrip-
tion of God’s part in human history,
certain sentiments are ascribed to him,
seemingly inconsistent with those
more general and abstract characters
of the Divine Being, we are to under-
stand that these expressions are used
for the purpose of man’s clearer 2p-
prehension. Man cannot well grasp
any thirg beyond the range of his own
intellectaal or sentient experience—
the utmost stretch of his mind ecannot
grasp the vast idea of God’s nature
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and infinite perfoctions ; and it is in the
knowledge of this, that He, in his great
condesceusion, and for the sake of his
conduct being made inteliigible to
man’s understanding, has allowed
Himself'to be set befors him as moved
by the feelings and passions which
man himself experiences. Insofaras
we are enabled to realize by the later
light of the Gospel, some faint notions
of the perfections of the Divine nature,
the more we are struck by the unut-
terable love, the tender consideration,
the infinite condescension, which, for
man’s good, allowed, in ages of unre-
fined intellect, these humanized repre-
sentations of himself to be set before
men. The height of this condescen-
sion was reached, when, in the depths
of the Divine wisdom, a plan was de-
vie :d, perfect for man’s salvation, but
wich required Him to assume the very
nature of man, and as a man to live
and suffer.

Still, then, what does the ¢ repent-
ing” of Goedreally mean? It is clear
that we are not to aseribe to God’s
immutable mind the fickleness of hu-
man purposes, or to suppose that he on
any of the occasions specified really
repented, or was grieved or disap-
pointed. This s not possible to God
~—with whom there is no variableness
nor shadow of turning. These and
similar expressions are taken from
what passes among men when they
undergo change of purposs, or are dis-
appointed in their expeectations and
endeavors. As a potter, on finding
that a vessel on which he has spent
his utmost care, does not answer his
purpose, regrets his labor, and casts
the worthless object out of sight—so,
at the deluge for instance, God is re-
presented, in accommodation to our
feeble apprehensions, as repenting
and being grieved at heart that he had
bestowed upon man so much labor in
vain.

So also as a man, when he repents,
changes his course of procedure—
God, when he charges his procedure,

is said to repent, seeing that such
change would be in man the result of
repentance. Yet there is here a
change, not as in man, of the will or
purpose—but of the work of procedure
only. Repentance in man is the
changing of his will as well as of his
work ; repentance in God is the
change of the work only, and not of
the will, which in Him is incapable
of change. Seeing that there is no
mistake iu his councils, no disappoint-
ment of his purposes, no frustra.ion of
his expectations, God can never
change his will, though he may will
to change his work. The decrees and
purposes of God stand like mountains
of brass. Always immutable, God is
incapable of the frailty or fickleness
which belongs to man’s nature and ex-
perience. So also in that singular
phrase, where, on account of the wick-
edness that brought on the deluge, God
is said not only to repent, but to be
“grieved at -his heart”’-—the very
phrase, emphatic as it sounds to our
human experience, indicates the real
sense in which such expressions are
to be understood. In strict propriety
of speech God has neither heart nor
grief. He is a most pure Spirit—an
uncompounded Being, far above the
influence of human passion, He is im-
passible—and it is wholly impagsible
that any thing should grieve or work
repentance in him. The cause ig, in
all these cases, put by metonomy, for
the effect.

It has often occurred to us that all
these expressions, whereby God is
presented to the mind as invested with
human parts and passions, involve a
sort of looking forward to that period
in which they would all become proper
and appropriate, by our being permit-
ted toview God in Christ, who has
carried the real experiences of our
nature into the very heavens, where
he sits, not as one who cannot be
touched with the feeling of our in-
firmities, but as one who has been
tempted like as we are, yet remained
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without sin. Had God been, in the
Old Testament, set before our mind
wholly in the abstract qualities of his
being—there would have been a lack
of unity in the mode in which he is
presented to the apprehension of the
heart (we say not of the mind) under
the two dispensations. But the Lord,
knowing from the beginning the as-
pect in which he would be eventually
presented to the church in Christ,
permitted beforehand these humanized
indications of himself, that there might
be under both dispensations that one-
ness of feeling in regard to him, which
enables the most enlightened servant
of Christ to make the languuage of an-
cient David his own whea he thinks
and speaks of God.

The Heathen Answered.

As a missionary was preaching to
the peoplein Arracan, & man began to
speak in praise of the god Gaudama,
when another man, who had been a
great enemy to Christianity, but who
was converted, answered him. The
foliowing conversation then took place
between them. ¢ You have become a
disciple of Christ, bave you?” said the
heathen. “You join with this foreign
{eacher, do you, to prove that our god
is no good,and thatour religion, which
has stood for a thousand years, is only
a cheat and a fable? You are like a
deg that is coaxed away by a thief,—
you may as well lick honey from the
edge of a razor, as listen to this for-
eigner.” < Very well,”” replied the
Christian, ¢ I used to laugh at this re-
ligion and this teacher as much as you
do; but I was a fool, and did not make
use of my eyes. This religion is true,
and everybody would believe it if they
knew whatitis. We meake a god of
wood and then puta rope round his
neck, and carry him off to his own
place, put a fence around him, and
keep him there till the white ants eat
him up. We should not treat a thief
asbad as this. You might as soon
think that Gaudama was a monkey as
that he was a god.”

Iy Baby Boy.

All alone, my baby boy !
Little living fount oftjoy !
Standing on thy tiny feet,
Trembling, tottering, smiling sweet !
Canst thou walk, unled, unaided,
On the parlor floor paraded ?

Looking comical and queer,
Arms extended as in fear,
Infant pilgrim, now begin,. -
Try thy skill, and thou shalt ywin ;
There ! one little step is taken,
By it all thy form is shaken.

One more,—swinging to and fro,—
_Lost your balance,~—down you go !
Up again, by stool or chair, ~
Take another venture fair:
Walking is a mighty matter,—
Blake your little feet to clatter.

"Come, my darling, come to me,

Leughing, crowing, in your glee *

See your father’s beckoning arms

Wait to shield from hurts or harms ;
Ha! you've sfarted, tripping, running,
Hands outstretched, and steps so cunning !

O, my precious baby boy,
Father’s pride and mother’s joy,
Many charms in thee are found,
Many hopes in thee are bound ;
Kindest hands to thee are profiered,
Earnest prayers for thee are offered.

Take no evil path, my boy,—
Mske not bitter all our joy ;
Oh, may every step of thine
Guided be by love divine!
Walk, alone, the path of duty,—
Path of safety and of beauty,

All alone, my blessed ¢hild,
Now so winning sweet and mild,
Though, with crowds along the way
Of life's opening, closing day,
Thou must walk, thyself immortal,
Toward the future’s soleran portal.

‘Then thy faithful feet, atlast,
When this earthly scene is pasi,
Shall, within the heavenly gate,
Walk, with highest joy elate ;
On the banks of Life’s pure river,
Bright with glories fading nrever!

— The Lord knoweth the days of
the upright and their inheritance »~hall
be for ever.

— They shall not be ashamed in the
eviljtime, and in the days of famine
they shall be satisfied.
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The Bow Drawn af a Venture.
PRIDE AND VANITY.

Take cure, children ; take  care;
or [ bave drawn my bow again, and
intend to let my arrows fly right and
lefi. 1 am going 1o shoot at pride and
vanity. Solet all vain and proud cbil-
dren get out of the way.

: Pride and.vanity in many respects
resemble each other. They both arise
out ol our thinking too much of our-
selveg, or of something that belongs
to us ; and some persons are vain of
the very same things that others are
proud of. Pride and vagity are. how-
ever, unlike in this—vanity makes no
difference 10 anybody except those who
indulge in it. while pride affects the
comfort and happiness of others—

proud as she was vain. His fa. . .
had a handsome house and a carr:.. . .
and a great many servants, And tL.
proud boy fancied himselfquite a little
lord, and looked so scornfully on those
who were not so grand or well dressed
as himself, and spoke so haughtily to
the servants, that he was very much
disliked. .

And now I think you will see both
the similarity and the difference be-
tween pride and vanity. .

I am going to talk about a few of
the many things of v* 4 children are
either vain or proud, and te show the
folly of their being so. And,asI go
along, let each aslk, *Is this like ms 17
‘ Do I conduct myself in this way ¥

Some are. vain of their Persung.—

.| Of this I have already given au in-

stance, and therefore shall not dwell
upon it now, further than to remark
that beauty, however pleasing in itdelf
is quite spoiled by vanity. .
Others are vain of their dress.” If
they happen to have a new robe, ‘or
sash, or hat, they want evervbody Yo
see it, and seem to think themselves of
great consequence. And it is not ounly;
the children of rich people who act in
this way. Did you naver see a girl in;
the school seem very fall of herself be-
cause she bad got 2 smart bonnet 2—
And did you not notice how she looked:
dowa upon the sbabby frock and old:

rshoes of the poor little girl who sat-

next to her, and whom she ought rather:
to bave pitied? Oh! it was very of
fensive in the sight of God.

Some are proud of thsir circum~

proud people often behaving very Lslances, or, I should rather say, are

rudely to those whom they consider in
any respects their inferiors.

1 knew a linle girl that was always
looking at herselfin. the glass, admir-
ing her fair complexion and hereurls.
She was continually watchirg to see
who noticed her, and she hked to be
with those who were foolish enough to
call her pretty, andto praise her dress
snd fatter her.  This was a vain child.

And shé had a cousin who was as

proud because their parents are rich:
and live in grandeur. But wealth is;
God’s gift, and no cause for pride, but .
demands gratitude for his undeserved.-
goodness. Thinkest thou, O child of
rich parents, that it is for any merit
in thee that these blessings are be-
stowed ?

Others, again are proud of their abi-
lities and aiiainments. They think.
themselves very clever, and love to talk
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and show off. But nobody likes these
conceited children; and it they would
only consider how very little it is that
they do know, compared with the much
that they do nof know, they would be
more humble, and be willing to listen
and learn instead of thinking much
of themseives and exhibiting before
others.

To conclude. Beauty,and goodly at-
tire, and wealth, and talents, and know.
ledge, are not naturally our own. In
whatever degree we possess them they
have been bestowed upon us by God.
VWhat kast thou that thouo didst not re-
ceive T Now, if thou didst receive it,
why dost thou glory, as if thou hadst'
not received it?

Aligve all things, remember the dis-
apprizbation of pride God invariably ex-
pressas throughout the Scriptures.—
Periiaps there is no sin, excepting idol-
atry, that more excites his displeasure.
Reé*nember also his sweet promises of
mecyey and favour to the humble. He
b< s said that he will have ¢ respect un-
te~the lowly,’ and ¢ dwell with him that
37 of a humble and contrite spirit.’—
Lrald’s Companiui.

The Little Hindoo.

You have often been invited, dear
hildren, to assist the different mission-
“5ry societies, and have been made ac-
duainted with much of the misery that
rxists in heathen lands; and, blessed
Y2 God,there are instances, too, of the
guccess of missionaries, which you have
~dlso been told about. I have just re-
«eived a letter from India, in which an
interesting fact is mentioned that I
<7ish to relate to you, that you may see
7hat encouragement we have to per-
=gvere in doing all we can for missions.

;" In Jessore there was a family of Hin-
" 'ous, consisting of a father, mother, a

ister of theirs, a widowed daughter,
~3d a son, a lad at that time between
nine and ten years old. 1 suppose
there was some missionary there, for I
am told they sometimes heard the gos-

pel; but besides this, some one had]

given them a copy of the New Testa-
ment, which the father was in the habit
of reading aloud ; the son, though such
a child, listened with the greatest ap-
parent delight, often talking to his
father ofs what he had been reading
about. He, no doubt, felt that he was
a sinner, and gladly heard that Jesus
had come to save sinners. He felt,
too, the sin and folly of worshipping
idols, as is generally done in that coun-
try, and tried to persuade his father
to forsake idolatry, and believe in the
Lord Jesus Christ. Not long after,
this dear child fell ill ; but this did not
make him careless about the things he
had hbard iv the Seripture; so far from
ity he seems to have been increasingly
anxious that his parents should become
Christians ; and one day, towards the
end of his iliness, he said to his father,
“ Pray to the Lord Jesus, and then I
shall be happy.” We may be sure that
he bad himself prayed to the Saviour,
and had felt that he had heard him,and
made him happy ; and this it was which
made him so anxious that his father
should do so likewise. Not long after
this, it pleased God to take this dear
child to himself. I am happy to add,
that his prayers and entreaties were not
in vain ; for since his death both his
parents have become Christians. «
Now, yousee, dear children, had
there been no missionary sent to India,
not only would this family, in all pro-
bability, never have Zeard the gospel,
bat there would have been no Bible
translated into a language which they
could understand ; but I am happy to
tell you that now there are many such ;
and though there are sadly too few
missionaries to teach so vast a multi-
tude of people, yet some there are, and
if Christians at home do all they can
to provide the means of sending more,
there is no doubt but God will prepare
men suited and ready for the work.

— Good resolutions are like the morn-
ing dawn, fair and promising ; but they
often end in a dark & stormy day oflife.
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The Little Boy who was Raised to
Life Again. -

In atime of great famine, when there
was scarcely any thing to eat in the
land, a poor widow woman received
Elijah, the prophet of the Lord, into
her house; and though she had
nothing but a little meal in a barrel,
and a cruse of oil, she gave bim a
share of them.

And the Lord gave a blessing to the
barrel of meal, and to the cruse of oil,
so that they maltiplied, till there was
plenty again on the earth.

This poor widow had a little boy;
he was taken very ill, and at length he
died. Children, as well as persons
who are grown up, often die; and they
should think of death and eternity, and
prepare for them.

The poor woman was in great trouble
when she lost her son. Now doubt,
she had hoped, that as his father was
dead, he would grow up, and be her
comfort and her joy.

But now he was taken away. Ws
must expect affliction. What are we
better than our fathers? They all met
with sorrow; “ man is born to trouble,
as the sparks fly upwards.”

And now the poor mother thought
that God had taken away her boy on
account of her sins. She knew that
sin is the great cause of all the afflie-
tion there is in the world. Indeed,
there would have been nothing hurtful
on the earth if it had not been for sin.
There would have bee: 10 pain, and
no death, if there bad ueen no trans-
gression. And so, the poor widow
thought of her sins, and no doubt,
repented of them, and asked God to
forgive her.

And Elijah, the Prophet of the Lord,
said unto her, “ Give me thy son |—
Aud ke took him out of her bosom,
aod carried him up into a loft, where
he abude, and laid him upon his own
bed.”

And he prayed to the Lord,—he
knew, that though ke couid do nothing,
that God could do every thing he
pleased ; that he could help in the
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greatest trouble, and that he was ac"
customed to listen to the prayers of his
servants, So he cried to him, and said,
¢ O Lord, my God, I pray thee, let this
child’s soul come into him again I
“ And the Lord heard the voice of
Elijah, and the soul of the child came
into him again, and he revived. And
Elijah took the child, and brought him
down out of the chamberinto the house,
and delivered him unte hi:: ‘mother;
and Elijah said, See ! thy son ‘iveth |”
O, it must have been a fin- -sight !
1 dare say the little boy threw,".'s arms
around his mother’s neck, and ‘pt for
joy. And no doubt, but that ie big
tears of gratitude to God triek} { fast
one after another, down the m ‘Eler’s
cheeks. SR U
All the family of God shall} - 3ke
from the tomb ; they shall come} ‘th,
and smile with joy. There shal "ot
be one little infant left behind. ¢ ‘s
hath said, “ I will ransom them { ™
the power of the grave. Iwill red;
them from death. O death! Iwili 3
thy plague! © grave! I will be k.
destruction this wortal shall put (-
immortality 1 ? \ ,
The Worshiper of Idols. }
T here was an aged woman in Amoj
who was a devoted worshiper of idols.”
Her husband was dead, and partly;
perhaps, because she had not much tg
do, her neighbors used to employ hei
to worship their idols for them, ang
make offerings and offer vows. Was
not this a convenient arrangement 1
And it was all the same, too, as if
they had worshiped their gods them:
selves. But it is not so with the wof-
ship which God requires. We mus
each one worship him for ourselves/
and with the heart. This widow at
length heard the gospel. It was light
and joy to her.  She forsook her idos
latry, and thenr her friends forsook he..
and persecuted her. Did she waver
in her attachment to the truth? No
not even when her own son drove her
from his door. Christ she finds, is

better to her than friends and children,
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How the Sun and Koon Stood Still,

There were a great many wicked
people, who once came up against Is.
rael, and they intended to have de-
stroyed them all; but they conld not
do it, because God fought their battles.

At that time the leader of the hosts
of Israel was a young man who was
very valiant, and his nawe was Joshaa,
And the T,ord was with him. And it
is noth¥ 4 with the Almighty, to save

by mar , or by few, or by none at all.

Ané aod spake to Joshua, avd told
him ¢ ,j to be afraid of his enemies,
thouf . they were so numerous and so
migl - % and though they made so sure

.of v{ ory. . - } .
- & J he filled Joshua's heart with
cot’ fe; and he marched all night
frd . ihe place where he was, and came
uf  (the multitude which was encamp-
ed -gainst him suddenly. He cat off
%’ g,’saat many, aad the rest.fled before
{ And God himself was so angry with
}- 3se wicked people, that he cast down
7. silstones from heaven, so that nearly
. il of them perished. It is sure, you
_ .2e, to go ill with the wicked.
i Then it was that Joshua said, in the
sight of all Israel, “ Sun! stand thou

‘still upon Gibeon ! and thou Moon! in]

‘the valley of Ajalon!”
{ He did so, that none of these wick-
jed people, through the coming on of
'night and darkness, might escape, and
“do any more mischief in fature. And
;the moon stayed, and the sun stood
:still in the midst of the heaven, and
:hasted oot to go down for a whole day ;
isa that there was no day like that, be-
“fore or after it.
/" So the Lord heard, and answered
{the prayer of Joshua. Heis the hearer
*and answerer of prayer.
¢ Heis the same now, as he was then,
i He will hear and answer my prayer too.
3God never changes. I will call upon
“his holy name. I will ask him to par-
don, to bless, and to save me. I will
never give up praying to him, till he
hears my prayer, and till he takes me
up to heaven to live with him for ever.

A Horrid Practice.

When a hugband dies in Aneiteum
an island of the Pacific Ocean, it is the
custom to strangle his poor wife by
drawing a rope round her neck, till her
breath is stopped, and her face shows
signs of agony, and she dies. Her body
is then bound to that of her hueband,
heavy stones are fastened to their feet,
and they are then taken in a canpe aut
to sea, and cast into the deep. If any
little children are left who canunot take

care of themselves, they are strangled

to death, and cast into the sea also.
“Why should. they live,” say their
barbaraus friends, “since there is-no
one to take care of them?” Now all
this shocking, merciless work is done,
not by some stranger or enemy, but by
friends. The poor widow jsstrangled
by her awn brother; and, nnaccount-
able as it mway seem, the borrid deed is
done as a mark of respeet and com-
passion! Do such people know what
true compassion means? | The cries
and shrieks of their writhing widows
and infants, as the fatal rope chokes
their struggling breath, answer io
agony, ‘“No.” Can they ever he
taught what pity is, and how? How,
but by being told the melting story of
the cross ; of Jesus, pierced and dying
for them, that they might never die?
Yes, this in time will move them, and
as they look on the loving Jesus, the
Lamb of God, bleeding for them, tears
gush from eyes that had never learned
to weep, zad there shall be a great
mourning among the poor people of
Anéiteam.
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