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AN opportunity to replenish 
the Sunday School Library 
at a small outlay :: :: :: ::
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Stocktaking Clearance Sale of Sunday School

LIBRARY BOOKS
AT HALF PRICE

You know books become soiled and marred from handling 
and yet are just as good as bright, new copies. We have on 
hand just now quite a variety of this sort, and we desire to clear 
them out before our annual stocktaking. We do not make a 
catalogue of this stock ; it is too varied and not enough of any 
one volume. The assortment is good, every book is approved. 
We will make up a selection and send it on approval if you are 
in the market for a bargain. Books that we sell right along at 
a third off, in this lot at

FIFTY OFF

We have also an overstock in some lines, and these will be in
cluded at the same special discount. Just send a catalogue of 
what you have in the library now, say what grade of readers 
you want books for, and how much you want to spend, and we 
will send, on approval, a carefully chosen and well assorted 
selection of these books. Remember the discount is fifty per 
cent, and that the books are sent on approval. As this offer 
holds good only while the supply on hand lasts, and as the best 
books will be picked up first, we advise you to send an early order.

William Rricro^ =9-37 Richmond st. west VV lllldm JDTlggS, TORONTO, ONTARIO, CAN.
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Rev. Dr. R. P. Mackay, Foreign Mission 
Secretary, Toronto, will be glad to send in
formation regarding the Fifth Annual Con
ference for the Promotion of Missionary Edu
cation, to be held at Silver Bay on Lake 
George, July 14-21.

The Order of Service for the Quarter, which 
is given in the Teachers Monthly, is also 
printed in separate form at 50c. per 100. The 
sheet for the present Quarter embraces a 
Supplementary Order of Service for the 
World’s Sunday School Day, Sabbath, 22nd 
May, at which date the Fourth World’s Sun
day School Convention will be in session at 
Washington, D. C. This Order of Service 
has been translated into scores of languages, 
and will be used by almost all the churches 
of Christendom, and in the foreign field.

Driving Power
Machinery is useless without driving power. 

The wheels of a factory stand inert and in
effective until the steam is turned on. Then 
every part of the mechanism becomes at 
once instinct with productive energy.

In the spiritual, as in the mechanical sphere, 
the moving force is essential. Plans may be 
of the wisest, and methods the best that 
can be devised ; but all will lie of no avail un
less the power that is not of man be breathed 
into them.

That power is always at hand. “Ye shall 
receive power", said the risen Saviour to the 
disciples facing their tremendous task of 
winning the world by their witness-bearing. 
The promise holds good to-day. No worker 
for Christ need be weak ; he holds the key 
to the storehouse of almighty strength. The

prayer of faith brings to him the might of the 
Holy Spirit, which makes success certain,— 
failure, impossible.

The Christian worker, therefore, must 
never omit prayer. Prayer is vital. When 
plans have l>een formed with the utmost 
care and methods thought out with the most 
painstaking thoroughness, preparation is not 
complete until plans and methods have lieen 
brought to the living, omnipotent Christ, 
that He may energize them and make them 
effective.

Nk
Restraint and Constraint 
Bff Rev. G. A. Little, B.A.

Our moral need is twofold, a restraint from 
evil and an impulse towards good. For, 
since there is a constant pull between the 
flesh and the spirit, repression is needed for 
the one and inspiration for the other, in order 
to let the ape and tiger die, and bring to de
velopment the gentler and more spiritual soul 
qualities. This twofold need Christ supplies.

Christ is a perpetual restraint to His fol
lowers. His example forbids self-indulgence. 
His teaching rebukes any sordidness of 
motive. His death is an enduring condemna
tion of our selfishness. His presence quickens 
the conscience, and makes us sensitive to 
wrong. Just as the presence of a parent or 
memory of a trusted friend will restrain us 
from acting contrary to their wishes, even so 
the memory and presence of Christ guard us 
from yielding to our lower selves. The great
est safeguard against temptation lies in choos
ing one’s conduct in the light of the knowledge 
of Christ. Away from His restraining 
presence, sin is easy, almost inevitable, but 
to the soul seeking His guidance and yielding 
to the promptings of His Spirit , deliberate sin
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is impossible. His influence upon John was 
such that he could say, “ Whosoever nbideth 
in Him sinneth not.” It was when the Lord 
turned and looked upon l'eter, that the full 
guilt of his denial came home to the erring 
disciple. It is when we judge our conduct by 
the standard of Christ that we feel conscious 
of unworthiness and stricken with re
morse. The spirit of Christ within us is a 
constant restraint against wrong.

Christ is also a constraint to good. He is a 
constant incentive to nobility of aim. Our 
best actions are done “ for Christ’s sake ", 
His example will lead us into many an act of 
kindness. His parables are constantly in
spiring noble deeds. The story of the (iood 
Samaritan has prompted countless acts of 
charity. Many have been taught humility 
by the vision of Christ, girt with a towel, wash
ing His disciples' feet. The Gospels are a 
moral tonic, a source of inspiration and high 
ideals. No one can come into close compan
ionship with the Man of Nazareth without 
having the desire awakened to accomplish 
something of service for his fellow men. The 
impression made by Christ is the overpower
ing force of His goodness, which compels us 
to try to follow in His steps.

This restraining and constraining power 
can only be gained by intimacy with Christ. 
He must l>e our ever-present Friend. His 
spirit touching our spirits and our spirits 
yielding to His, Christ will become to us, not 
merely a name, or a memory or an influence, 
but a Presence and a Power.

Kenora, Ont.
«a

A Triple Stroke
“ Good thing : I have it : get it", was the 

terse recommendation of an article recently 
received from a wideawake seller. Like* the 
triple stroke of a hammer, each brief phrase 
drove home the appeal.

The teacher’s business is to recommend the 
gospel to his class. He must, therefore, be 
sure that the gospel is a “ good thing”. 
Unless he has that conviction burnt into 
his mind and heart, he will find it difficult to 
convince others.

“ I have it ” adds tremendously to the 
weight of the teacher’s testimony to the gos

pel. He does not require to say this fre
quently in words. If the scholars see the 
fruits of the gospel in his life, they will not 
miss the impression.

There is almost resistless for’e in, “Get 
it", from a teacher who can say, with un
shaken confidence, that the gospel is a good 
thing, and whose life proves what it can do.

Workers with God
Hy Her. IV. P. Archibald, B.D.

God is working for the salvation of the 
world. He is bringing to l>ear on sinful men 
great spiritual forces, that they may be de
livered from sin, renewed in the image of 
God and restored to fellowship with Him. His 
light, life and love are going forth from His 
fulness, and coming to human hearts, that they 
may know Him, and love Him and live in 
Him. All the perrons of the Godhead co
operate in this work. Father, Son and Holy 
Spirit are of one mind in desiring and working 
for the rescue of the perishing. Paul speaks 
of himself and his fellow Christians as workers 
together with God, in saving sinners and 
building up saints. Ministers, Sabbath School 
teachers,—all Christians are called into this 
splendid partnership.

Oui work in the partnership must lie 
faithful. No talents, no acquirements, will 
make up for the lack of fidelity. We must 
know the gospel, and lie willing to tell it in 
its purity. The Sabbath School teacher must 
do his best in the preparation of his lesson. 
He must be found regularly at the post of 
duty. The service which costs us nothing, is 
unworthy of ourselves and a dishonor to our 
Lord. We must shake off indolence, and lie 
ashamed of pleading lame excuses for failure 
in duty.

Our work ought to be hopeful. There is 
no such thing as fai'ure in faithful work for 
(iod. Optimism ought to tie the prevailing 
mood of the Christian worker. Sow the good 
seed. God will prepare the heart. “ In 
due season we shall reap, if we faint not." 
Difficulties may surround us ; sacrifices may 
be called for ; we may seem to till a hard and 
unkindly soil. Let us never despond, much 
less despair. "The Lord of hosts is with us ; 
the God of Jacob is our Ref uge." “ They that
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sow in tears shall reap in joy "
Our work for God, and with Him, ought to 

bo prayerful. God should be consulted about 
the work, for it is His. We are tillers of God’s 
farm. We are builders on God's building. 
Brain and heart, hand and foot need to lie

sanctified and guided by Him, that the best 
work may be done. Without Him we can do 
nothing. Empowered by Him in answer to 
prayer, no duty is too difficult, no cross too 
heavy, no labor unfruitful.

Upper Stewiacke, N. S.

The Sunday School in Summer
Not Weather, But Will

By Rev. A 1er. Macgillivray
Should a School ever close during the hot 

holiday months ? If it is a good thing to 
have the School operative for ten months, 
why not for twelve 7

When or where are battles fought and won 
by withdrawing from the field and letting 
the army disband ? It is not to the point to 
say, “ The public schools close for two months, 
why not the Sabb ith School ?" The cases 
are not parallel. The public school is open 
ten months, every day for five days in the 
week, and five or six hours a day, with a 
couple or more hours of home work daily. 
The rest and change is a mental and phys
ical requirement for teacher r. nd scholar. No 
one has yet risen to complain of mental and 
physical exhaustion by reason of application 
to Sabbath School work.

Do not permit the good work to cease. 
When a man is doing a profitable business, 
he does not lock his door and put up his shut
ters, and, by so doing, say to his customers, 
"Trade elsewhere." If trade is a little dull, 
he tries to stimulate it. If some customers 
are away by the seaside, or in the highlands 
or mountains, he seeks out new customers, 
and is increasingly attentive to those old 
ones that remain.

Those responsible for a School are con
cerned on three points. First, the addition 
of new scholars ; second, the retention as far 
as possible of those they have ; and third, the 
endeavor to do all the good they can, at all 
the times they can, to those whose lives 
they are privileged to touch.

It is granted that not all the scholars of 
any School do go away for a portion of the 
summer, and, of those that do leave for a 
season, all are not away at the same time. 
The same may safely lie affirmed of fhe teach

er.: and officers of a School. Here we have 
some schoLis and teachers always on hand 
and at least in sufficient numbers to keep 
things going, rud to make it worth while.

To overcome the difficulty incident to the 
hot weather i nd holiday season, thought and 
effort are required.

First. There must be a sense of the im
portance of the work, of the vah.e of op
portunities to influence young lives, win 
them to the side of Christ, and train them for 
His service.

Second. A sense of responsibility for these 
young lives, such a responsibility on the 
part of the teacher towards his class, as the 
minister feels towards his congregation.

Why should a teacher any more than a 
pastor be absent from his post, without first 
arranging that some one will take his place ? 
Too often it happens that because some teach
ers are to lie away, the best thing they can 
think of is, "Close the School." When the 
pastor is away, the church is not closed.

When is impossible to get substitute 
teachers, then unite two or more classes as 
the occasion may require. If need be, the 
pastor or superintendent may take a De
partment or the whole School, and teach it as 
one class. We have seen this done with ad
vantage. Then the exercises may be ap
preciably shortened, or, better still, more 
life and enthusiasm may lie infused into the 
work of the hour.

The truth is, the children will come if we 
make it worth their while, and if things are 
being done and they are interested, a few 
minutes more or less do not count. For 
example, a “Ball Game ", who thinks of 
staj ing away liecause of the heat ? We 
know a city School that on August 8th, 1909, 
reported 417 present, and yet that was the 
hottest day in years. The same School on
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February 6th, 1910, the coldest day in years, 
reported 625.

The fact is, it is not a matter of weather, 
so much as of will, not of conditions as of 
spirit. When the worker is conscious that 
he is “doing a great work", he will not and 
cannot “come down", no matter what sort of 
an enemy makes the» suggestion.

Toronto

For the Gty Superintendent
By S. W. Cuthbert, Esq.

Our city Sabbath Schools have, each year, 
to face the difficult problem of how best to 
keep up the interest and secure as large an 
attendance as possible during the summer 
months, when many of the teachers rs well 
as of the scholars, are absent for a shorter or 
longer period on vacation. Perhaps nothing 
tends more to provoke lack of interest in 
the Sunday School sessions during this period, 
than a knowledge on the part of the scholars, 
that their teacher is in the city and yet not 
at School. Now, many of our teachers who 
have not the privilege of being absent for 
the whole summer, do not feel equal, in the 
hot weather, to the task of preparation and 
teaching of the Lesson each Sabbath ; and 
yet owing to the peculiar and sacred relation
ship which is soon established between a 
faithful teacher and his or her class, the teacher 
becomes a most important factor in securing 
the scholars' attendance if in town,—no other 
person being just the same to the scholar as 
“ my teacher ", or to the class as “ our 
teacher ",

It may be that we undervalue the power 
and influence of this relationship, which 
counts for mu„h in the lives of our scholars. 
Hence, when classes are merged, liecause of 
lack of teachers, the interest of the scholars 
somewhat diminishes for the time being, and 
the School becomes more difficult of operation. 
In offering some suggestions to the superin
tendent of methods tried, and others which 
might be used, to help tide over this most 
trying period, I would first say that I believe 
the attendance of all teachers, when in the 
city, even though they take no other part in 
the exercises than to welcome their own 
scholars, will lie a very distinct gain to the 
School, and well worth the trouble it costs.

The suggestions are these :—
That the Senior, Intermediate and Junior 

Classes assemble as one, keeping, as far as 
possible, each class separate, with its own 
teacher.

That the presentation of the Lesson be 
made from the platform by the superintend
ent, or some capable teacher. Should inter
est be lacking, have a change of leader.

That the presentation of the Lesson do not 
exceed 15 to 20 minutes.

That the whole session should not exceed 
the hour.

That there he more singing than usual, 
with frequent change of hymns, and not too 
mai y verses of any one hymn. Occasionally 
have the scholars choose a hymn to l>e sung.

That the School be not asked to rise to 
sing eiiet. selection. In warm weather, once 
at the opening, and at the closing of the 
session, may be enough.

Continue the marking, as far as possible, 
of the attendance, as well as hearing the 
Memory Verses and (iolden Text.

Arrange, if possible, for the reading of a 
letter from absent pastor, superintendent or 
other officer, or teacher.

Montreal
S%

In a British Columbia Town
By Rev. Logie MacdonneU, M.A.

The question of doing the liest possible 
thing for the Sunday School in the months of 
July and August has become a very serious 
problem in most places. Even in small rural 
towns, to say nothing of big cities, there is an 
exodus of whole families to holiday resorts. 
Besides this, the opportunity is seised by 
many people, while the day schools are 
closed, to pa.r visits to friends at a distance. 
The first patent fact, then, with which we have 
to reckon, in dealing with this matter, is that a 
large number of the Sunday School scholars, 
who attend regularly during the rest of the 
year, are away in July and August, and «heir 
attendance is therefore impossible.

Of course, the gap created by absentees 
might, in some cases, be filled by children 
visiting from other places, but it is not to be 
expected that visitors will feel the same re
sponsibility as members of theSchool. It would
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be a good thing, however, for all parent s and 
children to remember, while away on holiday, 
that a great deal of help can lie given to the 
local church and Sunday School, by simply 
lieing faithful at the regular services, even if 
the holiday extends over only a few weeks.

What, then, are we to do with the situation 
as we find it ? The plan that has worked 
best, in the experience of the writer, so far as 
the younger scholars are concerned, is to meet 
at the usual hour and have a very short 
service. The children receive their papers us 
usual and a frame-work of organization is 
maintained. If the attendance should be 
extremely small, it often works well for the 
superintendent or some one of the teachers 
to gather all together and give a quarter of 
an hour’s talk on the Lesson, with question 
and answer, rather than have the classes 
taught separately.

To put the matter in general terms, face the 
facts as you find them, and do the l>est you 
can with them.

Vernon, B. C.
!%,

In a Western Mission Field
By John Mel. While

The best time to do the planning is dur
ing the winter months, when the School is 
closed.

The greatest difficulty of all seems to lie to 
keep up an interest among the scholars during 
the closed months, and, if we are to have the 
preparation we d"sire, the children must be 
kept in touch with the Lessons all the year 
round. This means that the same literature, 
such as Lesson Helps, Illustrated Papers, etc., 
as are used in the summer, should be used in 
the winter.

This literature can, in most cases, easily be 
distributed to the parents at the preaching 
service ; but it is best for the teachers or 
superintendent of the previous summer, to 
visit the homes and distribute it. By so do
ing, they will have an opportunity of getting 
to know their pupils that they would not 
otherwise have had.

There are many plans that can be used to 
cover the period betweer the one summer and 
the other, and one of the best of these is the 
Home Department. When the School is

closing, get some earnest Christian worker 
to take up this work, and get the parents to 
join in it, and it will be found that when the 
parents are studying the Lessons, the children 
will also join them. In some cases two or 
three families unite and form a little School of 
their own, meeting on Sabbath evenings or 
at some time through the week that they 
find suitable. This makes it more interesting 
than where there is only one family studying.

Some Schools, when they open in the sum
mer, hold an examination, and give a prize to 
every scholar who can repeat the Golden Text 
and give at least one important point, of each 
Lesson missed during the winter. This plan 
has worked very well in some Schools, many 
of the pupils winning prizes. In one of my 
Schools, during the winter months, they use 
the Scripture Memory Passages prescribed 
by the General Assembly, and get the children 
to work for the certificates and diplomas.

As regards the opening of the School, after 
the winter, the plan that I have found most 
successful in gathering the School together, 
is to visit all the homes the week previous to 
the Sabbath I intend starting, and I find that 
the most of them usually turn out. At the 
close of the usual preaching service, we hold 
our meeting, and elect officers and teachers.

It is a good plan always to have your supply 
of Lesson Helps on hand the day you organize 
for the summer, so that there will be no delay 
in getting to work.

Kisbey, Sask.

About the Hour for Meeting
By Miss Mary S. Pyper

When the Sabbath afternoons grew warm 
in the months of May and June, the boys of 
from nine to sixteen years of age became 
restless, and declared that they could not 
stand the heat.

It seemed impossible for the teachers, no 
matter how carefully they prepared their 
lessons, to arouse much enthusiasm in their 
classes. At a meeting of the staff, it was de
cided, for the months of July and August, to 
hold the Sabbath School in the mornings from 
10 to 10.50, seeking, at the same time, the 
cooperation of the parents, urging them to 
send their children in good time. All wen
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fairly well, until the annual picnic was over, 
then the attendance began to dwindle. A 
second summer the results were the same.

One reason assigned was, that the stores 
close at a late hour on Saturday nights in our 
city, and as many boys earn extra money by 
working on Saturdays from 7 a.m. until 10.30 
or 11 p.m., they say they are too tired to go to 
Sunday School in the morning.

Then, too, the fathers did not like to be 
disturbed at the hour at which they were 
accustomed to rise on week days,—they 
wanted two or three hours'extra sleep, and the 
mothers did not want to awaken the house
holds and get the breakfast and children 
ready, so as to lie at Sunday School at 10 a.m.

In the summer of 1909, we decided to have 
the School gather at 12.05. Our pastor 
made the morning service last but one hour, 
so that it would lx* easy for parents and 
children to attend both church and School, 
but the attendance was smaller, than in the 
two previous summers.

We found that by changing the hour from 
the regular one of three o’clock, it made more 
work for the teachers, in their endeavors to 
rally the pupils, who had been absent for 
some two months. What will be done this 
summer has not yet been planned.

But last fall, many teachers thought it best 
to keep to the same hour all the year round, 
and although some are away from home, yet 
considering the Primary class, which always 
looks forward to Sabbath afternoons, as its 
special time, we feel tnat, by striving to be 
brief in our Lessons, having good hearty 
singing, falling back on substitute teachers, or 
doubling up classes when necessary, it is not 
liest to change the time of assembling the 
pupils together.

Woodstock, Ont.

The Summer School in the Wither
By Rev. A. H. F outer, B.D.

This congregation has four Schools, three of 
them rural, and hitherto summer Schools. 
At one extreme is a Union School, including 
all the children and many of the adults of that 
section. This has been open from May until 
the end of December. A Home Department, 
somewhat informally organized, helps to

bridge over the intervening time, and this 
winter many of the children are devoting the 
Sunday at home to memorizing scripture 
for the (leneral Assembly's Diplomas, under 
the direction of the day school teacher, who is 
interested in the work. Thus some definite 
Biblical instruction will continue throughout 
the year.

In the next district, some of the children 
have more than two miles to walk over a bad 
road. To encourage regularity, prizes were 
offered last year for perfect attendance while 
the School was open. At the end of Decem- 
lier, seven such prizes were given in a School 
of less than forty memliers. In this School 
most of the teachers live at a considerable 
distance, but with such a record of scholars' 
attendance and the evident eagerness of the 
scholars, they decided to keep open all the 
year. Since the New Year the attendance 
has been even better than before. In this in
stance, at least, we hope the winter closing 
problem is solved.

The third School is the smallest, and last 
year closet! earlier than usual, the superin
tendent and one of the most capable teachers 
having to resign owing to ill health and no 
substitutes being procurable. However, we 
lielieve it is not dead, and in the middle of win
ter plans are being discussed for next summer.

Last year, the closed season was bridged 
over by means of a Home Department, 
Papers anti Quarterlies being distributed 
through the day school, post office, or by 
messenger. Once a month, the pastor was 
able to devote a Sunday afternoon to review
ing the month’s work. In this way interest 
was maintained throughout the year, and the 
attendance at these reviews was always good.

But these are only makeshifts, at best. 
The Sabbath School, to do its work properly, 
must be open the year through, and I have 
yet to hear any valid reason why this cannot 
lie done. If a School is open, the children 
will attend. It will involve effort and 
sacrifice for somebody, but so does any thing 
that is worth doing. The great problem 
for the pastor and others interested is to train 
teachers that they may lie able, and inspire 
them, that they may be willing, to endure 
hardness in this great work.

We have tried honestly to face the pro-
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hlema as they exist, and, if we have not fully 
solved them, this account of our efforts may, 
perhaps, encourage others to do better than 
we have done.

Maitland, N. S.

Enlisting the Parents
The Sunday School cannot take the place 

of religious instruction in the home, and it 
cannot do its work well without co operation 
from the home. The duty of the Sunday 
School teacher is not done until tactfully the 
parents are approached and their interest en
listed. No oue is better qualified to do this 
than the teacher.—Serv.ce.

Wi

The Letters of a Primary Teacher
By Esther Miller Macdregor 
IV. The Day’s Programme 

My Dear Principal :—
A few weeks ago, Mr. Superintendent 

marched in just after Sunday School, and 
glared around. He stared mournfully at the 
desert expense of blackboard, with only one 
little oasis, where the Uolden Text wus written, 
and I knew he was sighing for the days of your 
beautiful drawings. So I informed him he 
needn’t expect me to use the board, because I 
couldn’t draw a crooked line properly. He 
answered by taking some colored crayons and 
picturing the Lesson on the board, and at the 
same time making me thoroughly ashamed of 
myself. For he draws even worse than I do, 
if possible, and yet, just by a few dots and 
strokes, he had the story of the Baptism of 
Jesus pictured there vividly.

Then he went poking about the room, and 
dragged out all the dust-covered equipment 
that's been having a holiday since you left. 
There was the sand pan, with the model of 
Jerusalem in it, and the blocks and paper 
tents, and Noah’s Ark people, and stones and 
sticks, and all the hundred and one pretty 
things with which you used to make your 
lessons a delight.

I fled home in dismay, and sat right down 
to study how to make the best use of every
thing for the next Sunday. I started to 
practise sketching, too, and without any 
warning I burst out into a rapid impressionist

lf)I

artist. I can dash off a map or a landscape 
now, while you wink.

The result is that last Sunday was amazing
ly free from disasters ; probably 1 «'cause, for 
once, the teacher was making use of every 
available help, and was thoroughly prepared. 
When I paused to think of what I should do 
next, I still found a strong inclination on the 
part of my waiting audience to climb up the 
wall. But I must tell you all about last 
Sunday.

When the Opening Exercises were over 
and the doors closed, we had a short prayer, 
the little ones repeating after me, phrase by 
phrase. And we didn’t forget to ask a special 
blessing upon “ our dear teacher who is so far 
away”. I find this little prayer at the begin
ning has a wonderfully quieting effect. Sing
ing next, and I had the hymn already written 
on the board for the larger ones to read. 
Next came the fifteen minutes drill in memor
izing verses. I had to sit down myself a few 
weeks ago, and memorize every word of the 
list prescribed by the (Jeneral Assembly. 
The selection was the Twenty-third Psalm, 
and I had a beautiful picture of a shepherd 
leading his flocks “ beside the still waters”. 
The babies stood to recite, and sat down to 
recite, stood sideways, stood with their backs 
to me, stood every way and any way for vari
ety, except on their heads, and Tommy 
Baird tried even that.

Ten minutes on the Question on Missions 
was the next feature. I drew green patches 
on the board for fields, and made a clear blue 
sky above, then we talked of what would hap
pen if it didn’t rain all summer, and so I 
rublied brown crayon over the green fields, 
and there was the India famine pictured. 
Singing again, a missionary hymn this time.

And then came the Lesson, Christ Cleansing 
the Temple. I used a map of the Holy Land 
on the board, the sand pan with the map of 
Jerusalem and the blocks to build a little 
temple. The Lesson consumed twenty min
utes ; so our time was almost up, and we 
had our closing hymn and prayer. We dis
tribute the papers and cards after the closing, 
now, and have much better order at dismiss
ing time. Of course, you could give each one 
a drum and a tin horn, and still keep them 
quiet, but 1 have limitations.
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This programme takes a whole week's pre
paration, but it’s worth while. I find, when 
I have it well in hand, I don’t have to “ keep 
order ” ; the programme does it. Now- 
write and tell me if you don’t think I’ve been 
improving just a tiny bit. I love the work so, 
Principal dear, and shall always thank you 
for making me,

Your affectionate
Orillia, Ont. Assistant

!%

The Communion Class
By Rev. S. S. Burns, B.A.

Some years ago, the thought came to me. 
in preparing for the pre-communion service, 
that our children are largely shut out from 
knowing much about the meaning of the 
divine ordinance of the Lord's Supper, even 
should they attend the preparatory service. 
There is necessarily much of that service 
not suited to them, and again the hour at 
which the preparatory service is usually 
held precludes the attendance of many of the 
younger children. I found, also, that our 
young people, unless communicants, rarely 
attend the service at all, considering it as a 
service intended for members of the church, 
and of little interest to others.

In consideration of the al>ove reasons, as 
well as many others, I decided to organize a 
Communicants’ Class for my young people, 
and especially for the children of the Sabbath 
School—an untried and unknown class so far 
as I was concerned. I held a meeting of my 
Sabbath School teachers, and told them my 
plans, arranged to invite the classes of most 
suitable age for this work, no child to be ex
cluded, but those of from ten years up into 
the years of young manhood and womanhood, 
to be especially invited by me. This was to 
lie followed by a strong appeal on the part of 
the teacher, that each child under his or her 
care, should take advantage of the invita
tion so given.

The time adopted then, and which has prov
ed most satisfactory, is immediately after 
school on the afternoon of the evening on 
which the preparatory service is held.

I outlined my plan from the pulpit to the 
congregation, and explained the function of 
the Class, as a preparation of our children

for a more intelligent acceptance, not only of 
the Christian life, but also of the place con
fession of Christ should occupy in that 
Christian life. I have always kept as the 
main object in my teaching, the decision of 
the Class for Jesus Christ ; this has ltecn my 
inspiration and prayer.

The results have been very satisfactory, 
far beyond my highest anticipations. I 
never unduly urge that the children decide to 
unite with the church, nor do I even ask them 
to do so ; but, by presenting to them the 
claims of Christ as clearly and plainly as I am 
able, and leaving the question of uniting with 
the church to their own decision, nearly every 
Communion Class day becomes a decision day 
for Christ for some boy or girl, and it quite 
frequently occurs that the boys and girls 
thus deciding come to the manse and ask to 
be admitted into full memliership of the 
church.

In many cases, perhaps, had not this 
opportunity been offered, the boys and girls 
would have l>een allowed to drift from the 
Sabbath School out into the world, undecided 
for Christ, to join the others whom we find so 
hard to reach by “ missions to the unconvert
ed ”, in the years to come.

Is not this the point in the life of our church 
where the leakage begins, which causes one of 
the serious problems in our church life and 
work ? The Communion Class has proved 
satisfactorily to me its utility as a means of 
preventing at least a portion of this drift, 
I find that most of the boys and girls attend 
the Class for two or three years after they have 
confessed Christ at the communion service, 
or until something interferes with their after
noon's freedom, and then they join the older 
people in the regular pre-communion service 
in the evening.

Lakefield, Ont.
1%

The Denominations and the Provincial 
Sunday School Associations

By E. A. Hardy, B.A.
How may these help one another ? Let me 

state the case in a few words.
First. They can work alone, each in its 

own sphere. Each denomination, through 
its Sunday School Board or Committee, its 
general secretary and all its agencies in each
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sub-division of its territory, must look after 
the planting of new Schools, the fostering of 
weak Schools, and the leading of the stronger 
Schools into the very !>est that can he done.

Each denomination must also provide its 
own Sunday School literature and instruction 
in its specific doctrines, and bring before the 
Schools its own denominational Schemes. 
In short, the denominational Sunday School 
organization is responsible for each individual 
School in its field, and uses all the denomina
tional machinery so far as it finds it needful 
for its purpose.

Second. They can help each other by an 
interchange of ideas and methods. The 
denominations and the Provincial Association 
can thus be of great service the one to the 
other, the Provincial Association serving as a 
clearing house, gathering up suggestions and 
plans from all over the country and distribut
ing them broadcast.

There should be a generous emulation be
tween the denominations and the Association, 
each striving to be in the van of progress. 
The Provincial Association may take up a 
new idea in Sunday School work and promote 
it vigorously until the attention of its whole 
field is aroused, and then hand it over to the 
denominations to take permanent responsi
bility for it.

Mutual help can be given also through the 
inter-loaning of secretaries, the denomina
tional secretaries frequently attending town
ship or Pt ovincial gatherings and the Pro
vincial secretaries attending denominational 
gatherings. The Provincial Association dif
fers from the denominations in that it works

not with the individual Sunday School, 
but with organized groups of Sunday Schools 
in the township, the country, the city and the 
province.

Third. They can work together. In the 
matter of statistics, each denomination 
gathers those of its own field, while the 
Provincial Association collects all the figures 
from each denomination, and the Internation
al Association masses the totals from each 
State and Province, and thus secures a grand 
total for the world.

They can work together also in large 
movements, such as house to house visitation 
campaigns, the preparation of teacher train
ing courses (for example, The Canadian First 
Standard Teacher Training Course), and in 
the Adult Bible Class Movement. In the 
last two instances, the use of a common 
Diploma or an International Seal and a 
common registration, give a unity that is in 
itself a great stimulus, not only to individual 
classes, but to those who arc in positions of 
responsibility in regard to this work.

In Ontario there is a close connection be
tween the denominational secretaries and the 
interdenominational work, inasmuch as the 
denominational secretaries are ex-officio mem
bers of the Executive Committees of the 
Ontario Sunday School Association and the 
Toronto Sunday School Association.

In a word, the field is so great and the 
problems so varied, that all our agencies are 
needed, cooperating in the most sympathetic 
and helpful manner, in order to sec and 
overtake the work.

Toronto

Lesson Calendar : Second Quarter
1. April 3.................... The Power of Faith. Matthew 9 : 18-34.
2. April 10............i___ The Mission of the Twelve. Matthew 10 : 1-15.
3. April 17.................... The Question of John the Baptist. Matthew 11 : 1-11.
4. April 24.................... Warning and Invitation. Matthew 11 : 20-30.
5. May 1.................... Two Sabbath Incidents. Matthew 12 : 1-14.
IS. May 8.................... Temperance Lesson. Proverbs 23 : 29-35.
7. May 15.................... Growing Hatred to Jesus. Matthew 12 : 22-32, 38-42.
8. May 22.................... The Death of John the Baptist. Matthew 14 : 1-12.
9. May 29.................... The Multitudes Fed. Matthew 15 : 29-39.

10. June 5.................... Jesus Walks on the Sea. Matthew 14 : 22-36.
11. June 12.................... The Canaanitish Woman. Matthew 15 : 21-28.
Ï2. June 19.................... The Parable of the Sower. Matthew 13 : 1-9, 18-23.
13. June 26....................The Parable of the Tares. Matthew 13 : 24-30, 36-43,
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* an ORDER OF SERVICE : Second Quarter

Opening Exercises
I. Silence.
II. Singing. Hymn 140, Book of Praise. 

(It is expected that this Hymn from the 
Supplemental Lessons will be memorized 
during the Quarter.)

III. Prayer. Closing with the Lord’s 
Prayer in concert.

IV. Responsive Sentences. Isa. 42 : 1, 
3, 4.

Superintendent. Behold My Servant, whom 
I uphold ; Mine Elect, in whom My soul 
deiighteth ;

School. I have put My Spirit upon Him : 
He shall bring forth judgment to the Gentiles.

Superintendent. A bruised reed shall Hr 
not break, and the smoking flax shall He 
not quench :

School. He shall bring forth judgment 
unto truth.

Superintendent. He shall not fail nor be 
discouraged, till He have set judgment in the 
earth :

School. And the isles shall wait 'or His 
law.

V. Singing. Psalm or Hymn selected.
VI. Read in Concert. See Special 

Scripture Reading in Teachers Monthly, 
in connection with each Lesson.

VII. Singing.
Come, Holy Ghost, for, moved by Thee, 

The prophets wrote and spoke ;
Unlock the truth, Thyself the key,

Unseal the sacred book. Amen.
—Hymn 104, Book of Praise

VIII. Bible Work. From the Supple
mental Lessons.

IX. Sivging. Psalm or Hymn selected.
X. Reading of Lesson Passage.
XI. Singing. Psalm or Hymn selected- 

(This selection may usually be that marked, 
“From the Primary Quarterly".)

Class Work
[Let this be entirely undisturbed bv .Secretary's or 

Librarian's distribution or otherwise.)
I. Roll Call, by teacher or in the older 

classes, the Class Secretary.

II. Offering ; which may be taken in 
a class envelope, or class and report envelope. 
The Class Treasurer may collect and count 
the money.

III. Recitation. 1. Scripture Memory 
Passages from the Supple- dental Lessons, or 
Memory Verses in Lesson Helps. 2. Cate
chism. 3. The Question on Missions from 
the Supplemental Lessons. (The Recita
tion may be greatly helped by the pupils’ 
writing their work on small pencil pads, 
exchanging and examining under the teach
er’s supervision.)

IV. Lesson Study.

Closing Exercises
I. Singing. Psalm or Hymn selected.
II. Review from Superintendent’s 

Desk ; which, along with the Blackboard 
Review, may include one or more of the 
following items : Recitation in concert of 
Verses Memorized, Catechism, Question on 
Missions, Lesson Title, Golden Text, and 
Heads of Lesson Plan. (Do not overload 
the Review : it should be pointed, brief and 
bright.)

III. Singing.
Lord, dismiss us with Thy blessing,

Fill our hearts with joy and peace :
Let us each, Thy love possessing, 

Triumph in redeeming grace ;
O refresh us,

Travelling through life’s wilderness !

Thanks we give and adoration 
For Thy gospel’s joyful sound ;

May the fruits of Thy salvation 
In our hearts and lives abound ;

May Thy presence
With us evermore be found ! Amen.

—Hymn 605, Book of Praise
IV. Closing Prayer.
Superintendent. Let the word of Christ

dwell in you richly in all wisdom ; and let 
the peace of God rule in your hearts.

School. And whatsoever ye do in word 
or deed, do all in the name of the Lord Jesus.

Copies of the above ORDER OF SERVICE on separate sheet also containing Special Order of Service for 
WORLD'S SUNDAY SCHOOL DAY, May 23, on the other side, may be had at |oc. a hundred.
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Lesson I. THE POWER OF FAITH April 3, 1910
Matthew 9 : 18-34. *Commit to memory vs. 28, 29.

GOLDEN TEXT—All things are possible to him that believeth.—Mark 9 : 23.
18 While he spake these things unto them, behold, 

there came a 1 certain ruler, and worshipped him, 
saving, My daughter is even now dead : but come 
and lay thy hand upon her ami she shall live.

19 And Je'sus arose, and followed him, and so did 
his disciples.

20 And, behold, a woman, 3 which was diseased 
with an issue of blood twelve years, came behind him, 
and touched the 3 hem of his garment :

21 For she said within herself, If I « may but touch 
his garment, I shall l>e 3 whole.

22 But Je'sus « turned him about, and when he 
saw her, he said. Daughter, be of g<w>d 7 comfort ; 
thy faith hath made thee whole. And the woman 
was made whole from that hour.

23 And when Je'sus came into the ruler’s house, 
and saw the 8 minstrels and the * people making a 
10 noise,

24 He said 11 unto them, Give place . for the
13 maid is not dead, butsleepeth. And they laughed 
him to scorn.

25 But when the 13 people were put forth, he
14 went in, and took her by the hand, and the 13 maid

26 And the fame hereof went 18 abroad into all 
that land.

27 And 16 when Je 'sas departed t hence, two blind 
men followed him, crying17, and saying, 19 Thou son 
of Da'vid, have mercy on us.

28 And when he was come into the house, the 
blind men came to him : and Je'sus saith unto them, 
Believe ye that I am able to do this ? They 16 said 
unto him, Yea, Lord

•29 Then touched he their eyes, saying, According 
to your faith be it 20 unto you.

30 And their eyes were opened ; and Je'sus 
31 straitly charged them, saying, See that no man 
know it.

31 But 33they, when they were departed, spread 
abroad his fame in all that 23 country.

32 24 As they went out, behold, 36 they brought 
to him a dumb man possessed with a devil.

.33 And when the devil was cast out, the dumb 
28 spake : and the multitudes marvelled, saying, It 
was never so seen in Is'rael.

34 But the Phar'isees said, 37 He casteth out 
devils through the prince of the devils.

Revised Version 1 Omit certain ; 2 who had an issue ; 3 border : 4 do; 8 made ; 8 turning and seeing 
her said ; 7 cheer ; 8 flute-players ; 6 crowd ; 10 tumult ; 11 Omit unto them; 13 damsel ; 18 crowd was ; 14 en
tered in ; 18 forth into ; 18 as Jesus passed by from thence ; 17 out ; 18 Have mercy on us, thou son of David ; 

' ; 80 done ; 31 strictly ; 33 they went forth, and ; 23 land ; 24 And as they w " .............9 say ; 30 done ; 21 strictly ; 33 they went forth, and ; 23 land ; 24 And as they went forth ; 38 there was 
brought ; 36 mun ; 27 By the prince of the devils casteth he out devils.

port of the West River, 30 miles from the coast, was 
occupied instead.

LESSON PLAN
I. A Father’s Faith. 18, 19.

II. Faith for Oneself, 20-22.
III. Faith Tested, 23-26.
IV. Necessity of Faith, 27-34.

DAILY READINGS
(By courtesy of I. B. R. Association)

M.—The power of faith, Matt. 9 : 18-26. T.— 
The power of faith, Matt. 9 : 27-34. W.—The touch 
of faith, Mark 5: 21-34. Th. “Only believe ”, 
Mark 5 : 35-43. F.—The success of faith, Luke 18 : 
35-43. S.—“ If thou canst believe ’’Mark 9 : 17-29. 
S,—Faith and salvation, John 3 : 5-17.

Shorter Catechism—Que*. 51. What is forbidden 
in the eecond commandment t A. The second eom- 
mandmei t forbiddeth the worshipping of God by 
images, < r any other wav not appointed in his word.

The Question on Missions (Second Quarter, 
Omt Newest Mission Abroad—Macao.)—1. Where 
is the Mission situated ? It is in Kwong Tung 
(Canton), the most southerly province of China. 
Macao was at first the headquarters of the Mission, 
but as that was found unsuitable, Kongmoon, a

Lesson Hymns- Book of Praise, 140 (Supple
mental Lesson); 404 ; 403 : 29 (Ps. Sel.); 40 (from 
Primary Quarterly); 80.

Special Scripture Reading Acts 9 : 32-41. (To 
he read responsively or in concert by the whole 
School). It is expected that each scholar will have 
his or her Bible, and so be prepared to take part in 
this reading, which may form part of the opening 
exercises of the School.

Lantern Slides -For Lesson, B. 504, “A woman 
. came . ., and touched the hem of His garment ” 

(Matt. 9: 20); B. 627, Healing Two Blind Men ; 
B. 583, “ The maid is not dead, but sleepeth Matt. 
9 : 24. For Question on Missions, C. 167, Map of 
Delta, Showing our Macao Mission Field and Stations.

Stereographs — For Treason, Life on the Shore of 
the Sea of Galilee (Underwood & Underwood, 
Dept. D., 62 Adelaide Street East, Toronto), set of 13 
stereographs for Quarter’s Lessons, $2.17 ; 4 for 
April, 67c ; less than four in one order, 20c. each ; 
stereoscopes, 85c. (postage paid in all cases). In 
ordering please mention The Teachers Monthly.

EXPOSITION
By Rev. Professor D. J. Fraser, D.D., LL.D, Montreal

Time and Place—A.D. 29 ; the neighbor
hood of Capernaum.

Connecting Links—Between this Lesson 
and Lesson XII., First Quarter, ch. 9 : 1-13, 
come Jesus' words to the disciples of John on 
the question of fasting. They may have been 
spoken in connection with the feast of Levi. 
(See ch. 9 :14-17.)
I. A Father’s Faith, 18, 19.

Vs. 18, 19. A certain ruler ; Jairus (Mark 
5 : 22 ; Luke 8 : 41), one of the officials who 
governed the affairs of the synagogue in Ca

pernaum ; these also acted as judges, received 
converts from other religions and performed 
other important functions. Worshipped him; 
falling at His feet and beseeching Him, Mark 
5 : 22, 23. My daughter ; his only daughter, 
about twelve years of age, Luke 8 :42. Is 
even now dead ; Mark, “ lieth at the point of 
death ” ; Luke, “ lay a dying”. So near 
the brink of death was she that the distracted 
father did not know whether to call her 
“dying" or “dead”. Come. lay thy hand... 
she shall live. Such confidence had the

* The Scripture Memory Passages of the Supplemental Leaflets are recommended as a auhetitute for those 
here given Sabbath hy Sabhath. Their recitation leads to the obtaining of t .icautiful Certificate or Diploma.
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father in Jesus’ power. Jesus arose, followed 
him ; quick to hear the cry of need. His 
disciples ; and a great multitude (Mark 5 : 24; 
Luke 8:42), expectant of a wonderful miracle.
II. Faith for Oneself, 20-22.

Vs. 20-22. And, behold, a woman ; who, for 
twelve years, i .id been suffering with some 
sort of bloody flux. Came behind him. Her 
reticence was perhaps caused by womanly 
shame, or the morbid shrinking of chronic 
invalidism, or regard for the law regarding 
ceremonial uncleanness. The hem of his 
garment : one of the tassels of the convention
al Jewish mantle or outer garment, worn as 
reminders of (lod’s commandments. In the 
woman there was a strange mingling of faith 
in Jesus as a Healer, a superstitious confidence 
that the mere touch of His Person would 
effect a magical cure. Turned him about. 
Mark (ch. 5 :80) says He perceived that 
power had gone forth from Him. Thy faith. 
Jesus overlooked the superstition, and re
warded the faith. From that h<mr. The 
cure was instantaneous and complete.
III. Faith Tested, 23-26.

Vs. 23, 24 The minstrels ; Rev. Ver., 
“ flute-players '. People making a noise ; 
professional mourners who sang dirges in hon
or of the dead. Mourning, like everything 
else under rabbinical influence, had lieen re
duced to a system. Lightfoot says that two 
flutes and one mourning woman at the burial 
of a wife was incumbent on the poorest man. 
(See also Light from the East.) Give place ; 
retire. Hired mourning was distasteful to 
Jesus. Laughed him to scorn. They took 
Jesus’ saying literally—•“ The maid is not 
dead, but sleepeth.”

Vs. 25, 26. People, .put forth ; every one 
except the parents and the three disciples, 
Peter, James and John, Luke 8 : 51. Took 
her by the luind. Mark (ch. 5 :41) gives the 
very words of Jesus, “ Talitha cumi”, which 
have been translated, “ Little lassie, arise.” 
The fame, went abroad ; against the wish of 
Jesus, who did not, regard raising the dead as 
part of His ordinary work. Sle, p afterwards 
became the beautiful Christian word for death, 
1 Thess. 4 :13, 14.
IV. Necessity of Faith, 27-34.

Vs. 27-29. Two blind men. Blindness is 
common in Palestine, owing to the limestone

dust in the air and the changing temperature. 
.Son of David ; a Messianic title. The tradi
tional Jewish hope was that the Messiah 
would restore the glory of the kingdom of 
David. Jesus did not welcome the title, for 
it might easily arouse false expectations. For 
this reason, perhaps, He pays no heed to the 
appeal of the blind men. The blind men 
came. They followed Him into the house, 
in spite of His refusal to hear them. They 
had faith in His power to heal them, if only 
He were willing.

Vs. 30, 31. Were opened ; a Hebrew ex
pression. They received their sight. Straitly 
charged. Very strong feeling is indicated. 
See that no man know it. Jesus did not wish 
to lie further advertised as a Healer or as the 
Messiah. Such fame would interfere with His 
spiritual ministry. Spread abroad ; in ignor
ance of His reasons for asking silence, not from 
ingratitude.

Vs. 32-34. As they went out. While the 
blind men were retiring, the dumb demoniac 
was brought. The healing ministry was at 
the height of its activity. Avoid publicity as 
Jesus would, there was no let-up to the appeals 
for cures. Possessed with a devil ; the sup
posed cause of his lack of speech. It was like
ly a case of extreme melancholy. The Phari
sees said. They are now hostile to Jesus, and 
they frame a venomous theory of His cure of 
demoniacs. Jesus Himself, they say, is the 
great demoniac. He is possessed by Beelze
bub, the prince of demons, and by his power 
He casts out demons. For Jesus’ awful 
rebuke of the fatal moral perversity that 
could make such a suggestion, see ch. 12 : 28- 
32.

Light from the East
By Rev. Jamei Ross, D.D., London, Ont.
Minstrki-s (Rev. Ver., “ flute-players ”) 

—Were a class of musicians who played for 
hire at marriages, festivals, and funerals. 
The flute which is still used in Syria is a hollow 
reed about eighteen inches long, with six holes 
for the notes, and is played by blowing in a 
peculiar manner on the sharp edge of the up
per end of the instrument, which is sometimes 
made of horn, and it is held somewhat side
ways for convenience in playing. It often 
occurs on the monuments, and is represented



1910 The Power of Faith 167

as being held in the same position, and played 
precisely as now. Both ancient and modern 
Orientals, when playing, hold the right hand 
nearest the mouth, while all Western musi
cians hold the left hand nearest when perform
ing on similar instruments. The rules for 
funeral music and mourning arc laid down in 
the Talmud. A Jew who had lost his wife, 
no matter how poor he might lie, must engage

no fewer than two flute-players and one wail
ing woman. These hired mourners lamented 
the dead in long wailing cries, and in skilfully 
improvised verses reciting the graces and 
virtues he possessed. These compositions are 
often terse and graphic, and of great literary 
lieauty. The wailing women are still present 
at Syrian funerals, but the flute-players have 
disappeared.

APPLICATION
By Rev. J. W. Macmillan, D.D., Halifax, N, S.

While, v. 18. The interruptions of life 
are often the richest parts of it. In gold- 
liearing districts the strata lie close and deep, 

under their thin carpet of earth, 
How the Rotk g^^hing for miles and miles.

They had lam there for ages, 
perhaps, when they began to feel some force 
heaving them up from beneath, splitting them 
apart, and forcing matter up into the yawning 
crevices that were thus created. If they had 
had power to feel and speak, no doubt they 
would have protested angrily against the 
harsh disturbance. But it was the process 
by which the gold was introduced, that made 
them rich. In after years thousands of men 
would come from all over the earth to visit 
them, attracted by these intrusive veins of 
gold. Just so the things which come un
announced and unwelcome, may be the most 
valuable of all our experiences.

Hem of his garment, v. 20. At an electrical 
exhibition, some Leyden jars were being 
shown. The visitors were invited to hold the 

jar in one hand and touch the
Everywhere tm[b above it with the linger of 
and Anywhere , , , ,the other hand. As soon as
contact was made, an electrical snoek ran 
from one hand, through the shoulders, to the 
other. Some timidly and cautiously brought 
the finger very close to the bulb without 
touching it. They felt nothing. Some 
thought to just barely touch the bulb and so 
taste, as it were, the electricity, without get
ting the full charge. But as soon as contact 
was made, the entire charge leaped into the 
finger. Such is the influence of Christ. As 
soon as the relationship is established, the 
whole power of Christ operates.

Thy faith hath 1 ,ade thee whole, v. 22. A 
man once stood on London Bridge, offering

sovereigns for pennies. He bore a placard 
plainly worded, which was read 

for'psmUes *’Y hundreds. But they read it 
incredulously, and passed by 

with indifference. The man won his wager, 
not a single piece of gold was taken from him. 
Yet if any one had had faith to believe the 
message of the placard, he might have had 
the gold, almost for nothing. For much the 
same reason the message of the gospel of 
divine love is apt to be ignored. It seems too 
good to be true. We are so accustomed to 
getting something for something, or nothing 
for something, that we miss our chance to get 
something for nothing.

Scorn, v. 24. When a certain pastor in
vited every anxious inquirer to retire with 
him to the vestry for conversation and prayer, 

one young man moved stealth-
Exttngulsher ily Up the aisle tiU his eye met 

the eye of a companion, who
gave him a look of surprise and contempt ; 
and he slunk back again to hide his confusion 
and to stifle the conviction of conscience. 
Scorn is the weapon which evil uses when it 
wishes to quench the feeble lieginnings of 
good. But it is only a hand extinguisher, 
and nothing more. Let us get up a good 
strong flame of desire to do God’s will, and the 
scorn of the world will only hiss and splutter 
harmlessly upon us.

Jesus, charged them. But, vs. 30, 31. Here 
is a man who builds a ship. He constructs it 
strongly so that it can outride the worst of 

storms. He equips it with en-
of'obêdîence ?ine propeller. He furn

ishes it with stores and cabins. 
He loads it with a valuable cargo. Then he 
puts a crew on it, and gives the whole thing 
into the charge of an old friend, who is a ship



The Power of Faith April 3168

captain. And suppose that he goes down to 
the wharf a week later, when the vessel should 
have been nearly across the Atlantic, and 
finds it steaming around in the harbor. 
What would he think ? And what would he 
say if the captain explained, “ We were so 
fond of you that we couldn’t bear to go far 
away. So we have just been cruising off the 
coast and have run in to have another look at 
you. We don’t feel happy unless we are 
near you.” That is the kind of thing that 
Jesus does not want us to do. He measures 
our love by our obedience.

Made whole (v. 22) .. arose .. (v. 24) .. 
eyes were opened (v. 30) .. dumb spake (v. 32). 
All these wonderful physical transformations 

were wrought by the power of 
Ca^Do'™* Jesus. They are pictures of 

the spiritual change He can 
make in us. He is able,—and He alone— 
to heal the disease of sin, to awaken in us a 
new life, to make us see His beauty and the 
value of His gifts, to open our dumb lips to 
speak for Him. Not only is He able ; but 
He is so willing,—willing to take the very 
sinfulest and make of Him a new creature.

TEACHING HINTS
This section embraces teaching material for 

the various grades in the School.
For Teachers of Bible Classes

By Bev. H. R. McCracken, Brantford, Ont.
1. The Strenuous Life. According to 

Mark, the events in this Lesson follow im
mediately on the return of our Lord from 
Gadara, Mark 5 :1-21. Picture the scene 
of the two multitudes separated by an ex
panse of seven miles of water,—on the eastern 
shore the people busily engaged in hauling 
out of the water the carcases of the drowned 
swine, after bidding a discourteous farewell to 
the Man of Galilee ; on the western shore, 
the water-front of Capernaum lined with a 
crowd of waiting people anxious to see more 
wonders. Jesus must again face a vast 
throng eager to besiege Him with further 
demands upon His strength. How strenuous 
was the daily life of Jesus !

2. Interruptions. It was a day of inter
ruptions for Jesus. Returning to Capernaum, 
He desired to reach His own home unnoticed 
to secure the long-delayed rest ; yet before 
this was possible, four mighty miracles were 
required of Him. First of all, He must go out 
of His way to reach the home of Jairus, and 
even whilst making all haste thither out of 
compassion for the anxious father, a woman 
appealed to Him. He could not let her go by 
unnoticed nor even postpone the interview; 
there was a soul to be saved, the dying body 
must wait. We never lose by obeying the 
claims of duty which may break in upon our 
daily ^lans. And though the daughter of 
Jairus died whilst Jesus delayed on the way, 
the result was a greater miracle to God’s glory.

Then, as our Lord once more pursued His 
way homeward, His keen ear detected a fresh 
cry of need above the clamor of the pursuing 
crowd. On He went, however, until he had 
reached His own door, The blind men ven
tured in after Him, and there He healed them. 
Even as He let out these men of restored sight, 
another patient was thrust upon His presence. 
Was there no end to the importunity of the 
people ? Had they no consideration for Him? 
Would He never find time to rest ? As pa
tient and compassionate as ever, the Master 
brought back sanity and speech to the dumb 
demoniac, and then the long-needed quiet.

3. The Disciplining of Faith. So many heal
ing miracles had Jesus performed, there was 
now no great virtue in believing He would 
heal every new case brought to Him. By a 
mere inference of the mind men believed ; 
religious faith was absent, souls were untouch
ed. What methods did the Physician of 
souls successively adopt with Jairus, the 
woman by the way and the blind men, to 
raise this : easoning belief into a truly spiritual 
faith ?

For Teachers of the Senior Scholars
By Rev. A. Wylie Mahon, B.D. ,St. Andrewi,N.B.

We have in to-day’s Lesson four incidents 
in the life of Jesus which illustrate the power 
of faith. It may not be easy to give a good 
definition of faith, a definition which will 
please everybody, but it is easy to understand 
the meaning of faith when we see it exercised 
in human life. Let us try to understand its 
meaning and to feel its power as we study this 
Lesson, with its miracles of might and love.
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1. The Prayer of Fatih, vs. 18, 19, 23-26.
How many miracles of life from the dead have 
we in the Gospels 7 (See Luke 7 : 11-15 ; 
John 11 :43 ; ch. 28 : 6.) How many in 
other portions of the New Testament ? 
(See Acts 9 : 40 ; 20 :10.) How many ad
ditional interesting touches to this miracle 
story do we get from Mark and Luke ? (Mark 
5 : 23 ; Luke 8 : 42.)

Dwell upon the fact that it was the power of 
the father’s faith that led Jesus to work this 
miracle. We are blessed through the faith of 
others : others may be blessed through our 
faith. Luther’s faith was so strong that his 
dear friend Melanchthon, who was dying of 
work and worry, could not die. There is an 
interesting story of a Christian man who was 
a great sufferer who, whenever he got a little 
momentary relief, used to say, “ Some one is 
praying for me.”

2. The Touch of Faith, vs. 20-22. The more 
complete story of this miracle is given 
in Mark 5 :25-34, and in Luke 8 :43-48. 
When all other physicians had failed, this 
woman came to Jesus. Jesus is often in life 
a last resort. It was so with Luther. He 
tried tears and prayers and lacerations and 
fasting, but was nothing the tictter but rather 
worse, till at last through faith in Christ he 
found what his soul longed for.

Were there any elements of ignorance 
and superstition mingled with this woman’s 
faith 7 She seemed to think that the healing 
power of Jesus dwelt in the very clothes He 
wore and could be obtained without His 
knowledge. Notwithstanding any weakness 
of this kind, Jesus saw how great her faith was 
in Him. Our faith may be imperfect, but if 
it is faith in Jesus, we shall not miss the 
blessing.

3. The Cry of Faith, vs. 27-31. Believing 
was seeing in their case. The touch of heal
ing followed the cry of faith. There is always 
a touch of healing in body, soul and spirit 
which follows the cry of faith.

4. The Work of Faith, vs. 32-34. Dwell 
upon what a blessed thing it is to bring those 
to Christ who cannot come themselves, to 
pray for those who cannot pray for them
selves. There are many still dumb in the 
language of prayer and are evil-possessed. 
We can do much to bring them to Jesus.
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For Teachers of the Boys and Girls
By Rev. R. Douglas Fraser, D.D.

The Lesson is crowded with incidents, and 
the first duty of the teacher is, by questioning, 
brisk and thorough, to make these stand out 
vividly before the minds of the scholars.

1. The father’s petition, vs. 18, 19. His 
name (Mark 5 :22), his office, his quest, the 
mode of his approach to Jesus, the confidence 
he showed in the Saviour’s power,—these on 
the father's side, and on that of our Lord, 
His instant readiness to go to the suppliant’s 
help, are the points to touch here.

2. The wayside ministry, vs. 20-22. Th£ 
woman who stopped Jesus by the way, h* 
misery, poverty, hopelessness, shame, super
stition, trust, her touch of Jesus' garment 
and its effect, our Lord’s knowledge that pow
er had gone out from Him, His words to the 
woman—have the scholars tell you of all these. 
Be sure to include in your view details in 
Mark (ch. 5 :25-34) and Luke (ch. 8 : 43-48).

3. The raising of the dead girl, vs. 23-26. 
Bring out the contrast between the simulated 
grief of the hired mourners and the real 
sympathy of Jesus. Note the new name 
which our Lord gives to death. It is a sleep, 
quiet and restful, from which He will awaken 
His followers to a new and blessed life. Fol
low the little company into the room where 
the dead maiden lay. Watch the Saviour 
as He takes the lifeless hand, and with His 
touch sends the thrill of life pulsing again 
through the cold, still frame, so that “ the 
maid arose”. Is it any wonder that “ the 
fame ” of what Jesus had done, “ went abroad 
into all that land ”7

4. The blind men’s cry, vs. 27-31. How 
these made their appeal, persistently and 
importunately ; what Jesus required of them, 
before they could receive their sight ; in 
what manner healing was conveyed to them, 
—by the touch of Jesus. After discussing 
these questions, talk about our Lord’s com
mand to those whose sight He had just re
stored, and their disobedience, most natural, 
but none the less blameworthy.

5. The dumb man's appeal, vs. 32, 33. Note 
that this man was brought to Jesus by others. 
He could not cry after Jesus, like the two 
blind men ; but his very silence would touch 
the Saviour’s tender heart, especially when
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He knew that the dumbness was due to the 
power of an evil spirit

After the Lesson incidents have been im
pressed, show the different ways the persons 
in the Lesson showed their faith ; Juirus by 
his prayer, the woman by her touch, the blind

men by their cry, the dumb man’s friends by 
bringing Him to the Saviour. The scholars 
will see that, in every case, faith fot into 
contact with Jesus. Such faith in us will al
ways bring the needful blessing. This is the 
essential point of application.

THE GEOGRAPHY LESSON 
By Rev. J. M. Duncan, D.D.

_______________ MAO Of SiHI
0 I 10 " » »

Map Patent No 66fi,Mi9 by Underwood * Underwood. 
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“ The hills", says Hastings’ Dictionary of 
the Bible, “ which appear to surround the 
lake (of Galilee), recede from the shore a dis
tance varying from a few hundred yards to 
half a mile or more, and this belt is generally 
level, so that, without cutting or filling, a 
carriage road could readily be constructed 
entirely round the lake ; with a horse and 
carriage the circuit could lie made in four or 
five hours. At two points, where the reces
sion of the mountains is greatest, two charm
ing plains are formed, namely, el-Batiha on 
the northeast of the lake, anil Gennesaret on 
the northwest." Of the ten or twelve towns 
that surrounded the Sea of Galilee in the days 
of our Lord, Tiberias stood on the west shore. 
Near it were hot springs, which with the 
earthquakes which still occasionally visit that 
region, are indications that internal fires still 
e.-ist. The Underwood A Underwood’s ster
eograph, Life on the Shore of Galilee at Ti- 
lierias (see circle 15) shows a group of Jewish 
boys and girls who have come down to the 
beach to sec the fishing lioats come in. The 
waters of the lake stretch away northwards to 
Capernaum, the home of Jesus and the centre 
of His wonderful Galilean ministry.

ADDED HINTS AND HELPS
In this section will be found further assist

ance under various headings.

Lesson Points
By Kev. J. M. Duncan, D.D.

Faith is the channel between Christ's ful
ness and our need. v. 18.

The chief glory of sovereignty is service, 
v. 19.

Sincere trust in the Saviour is often found 
along with very imperfect knowledge of Him. 
v. 21.

Religious forms are means of grace, but 
Christ alone is its Source, v. 22.

Death for the Christian is but a sleep from 
which there will be a joyful reawakening, v. 24.

Jesus’ power and sympathy are alike with
out limit, v. 25.

Persistent prayer is sure at last to be suc
cessful prayer, v. 27.

It is our faith that determines how much 
of Christ we shall have for our possession.
v. 29.

In Jesus the sight of suffering always awoke 
compassion, and compassion always expressed 
itu lf in help. vs. 82,

Prejudice is blindness of the heart and 
mind. v. 34.
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Something to Look Up
[From the Intermediate Quarterly and Leaflet]

1. In Matthew’s Gospel it is said that Jesus 
told His disciples that if they had faith in 
Him, only as great as a grain of mustard seed, 
they could do things as wonderful as moving 
a mountain. Find this promise.

2. Once when it was very hard to trust God, 
a great man took Him at His word, and for 
this he was counted righteous. Who was he?

ANSWERS, Lesson XII., First Quarter— 
(1) Levi ; Alphæus (Mark 2 : 14). (2) 1
Sam. 15 :22.

For Discussion
! From the Homk Study Quaktkki.y and Lkaki-kt]

1. The sympathy of Jesus.
2. How faith saves us.

Prove from Scripture
That we are saved through faith.

The Catechism
Ques. 51. Whjd the Second Commandment 

forbids. This commandment does not forbid 
the use of pictures or other works of art for 
purposes of adornment. God ordered the 
making of the serpent of brass, and the figures 
in the temple. But when the people of Israel 
Is'gan to worship the brazen serpent, it was 
destroyed by the order of King Hezekiah, 2 
Kgs. 18 : 4. Not only is the worship of God 
by images forbidden, but also any other mode 
of worship which He has not ordained. The

appointment of officers in the church, not 
sanctioned by scripture, the setting apart of 
sacred days without divine authority, the 
celebration of the sacraments otherwise than 
God’s Word prescrilies, are breaches of the 
Second Commandment, as truly as are the 
image-worship of the Romish, or picture- 
worship of the Greek, Church.

The Question on Missions
By Bev. W. R. McKay, M.A., Kongmoon, 

South China
Ques. 1. Our South China Mission is sit

uated in the Province of Kwong Tung (Can
ton), the moat southerly of the eighteen pro
vinces of China. The field consists of three 
adjoining districts or counties named Heung 
Shan, San Ui and Hok Shan, in the delta at 
the mouth of the West River. For a time 
after the opening of the Mission the head
quarters were at the Portuguese city of Macao, 
which is a seaport about 4(1 miles west of Hong 
Kong. As, however, Macao is at the extreme 
end of the field, and is in other ways also 
unsuitable for our work, in the year 1907, 
the city of Kongmoon, a treaty port on the 
West River about 30 miles from Macao, was 
chosen as the centre of our Mission. Besides 
Kongmoon, there are in our field two other 
large cities, each with a population of 200,000 
or over, where we have now chapels with 
native preachers, and in which it is hoped 
foreign missionaries may soon l>c stationed.

FOR TEACHERS OF THE LITTLE ONES 
By Mrs. Jessie Munro Johnston, North Bay, Ont.

Subject for the Quarter—The King’s friends and foes.
We think it a very wonderful thing to be called a friend of a king.

hear about
\l e are going to 

some friends of 
King Jesus, and also about some 
foes. The thought, to be im
pressed from all the Lessons is, 
that the very best thing in life 
is to be a friend of King Jesus 

Lesson Subject—The King’s 
friends trusting Him.

Introduction—What I letter ex
planation of trust (faith) can we 
have than the loving trust of a 
child for his father and mother

C* WOMAN, ^

hJ)UMB NAN

TRUST JESUS

nothing Father



172 The Power of Faith April 3

of trust that Jesus wants.
Letton—Our Lesson story is about some 

people who had great trust in Jesus that He 
could cure their sickness and diseases, and He 
did so. See ! a man comes to Jesus, bowing 
down before Him worshiping. It is Jairus, 
a ruler of the synagogue (explain). What does 
he want 7 (V. 18 tells us.)

The Raising of Jairus' Daughter—Jesus is 
on the way to the home of Jairus, a crowd 
following Him. Suddenly He feels that some 
one has touched His garment (explain). 
Looking around, He sees a poor sick woman 
who had been troubled with a disease for 
twelve years. She begs healing from Him 
(vs. 20-22), believing that He is able to cure 
her disease. Now He comes to the home of 
Jairus. Describe the strange customs at the 
house of mourning (see Exposition, tell vs. 
23-26.)

Two Blind Men—When Jesus left the house 
He was again followed, this time by two blind 
men who trusted that Jesus was able to make 
them see (vs. 27-30).

A Dumb Man—Here is another—a dumb 
man. Is Jesus able to help him ! Ah, yes ! 
Listen, he speaks ! Describe the astonish
ment of the people.

Golden Text—Let us now repeat our Golden 
Text.

"Ask the Sainour to Help You ”—In 
Jew els, not long ago, there was a pretty story 
about Archie and Gwen losing a canary that 
had been left in their care. One day, the 
cage had been left standing on a chair, and 
Archie stumbled against the chair and the 
cage fell off and Dicky got free and flew out 
of the window, and soon was on the highest 
tree in the garden. All the children’s coaxing 
could not bring him back, and the tears would 
come as they looked at the empty cage. Ah I 
Archie has a thought ! “ Say, Gwen, do 
you remember that hymn that says, ‘Ask the 
Saviour to help you ' 7 Let’s try that plan. 
Perhaps He’ll send Dicky back to us.’* And 
they prayed. Some time later, as the child
ren were sitting at luncheon, they heard a 
little “ cheep, cheep", and sure enough there 
was Dick back safe and sound, flying right 
in the open window and into the open door of 
the cage. “ The praying did it", said Gwen. 
“ I believe Jesus showed Dicky the way to 
come back." That was faith. Jesus helps 
us in the smallest affairs of life if we ask and 
trust Him.

To Think About—I should trust Jesus.

FROM THE PLATFORM 
By Rev. J. M. Duncan, D.D.

WOM.

Draw on the blackboard five frames, to represent pictures of the five scenes in the Lesson. 
One Person appears in all of these pictures. You will be told at once that this is Jesus (Print JE. 
in all the frames). In the first picture, a man comes running and falling down before Jesus. 
Get this man’s name, Jairus (Print And JA. in the first frame). Question about his request and 
the faith which it showed. The second picture shows a woman coming behind Jesus and 
touching the hem of His garment. Print And WOM. in the second frame, and question as 
before. The third picture will be, Jesus and the Maiden (Print And MAI. and question as 
before). Deal in a similar way with the fourth and fifth pictures, Jesus and the Blind Men, and 
Jesus and the Dumb Man. Bring out the faith in Jesus shown by the various persons in the 
Lesson, and impress the truth that a like faith will bring blessing to us. Emphasize Jesus' 
power and willingness to give each of us a new life (see last paragraph of Application).
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Usson II. *THE MISSION OF THE TWELVE April 10, 1010
Matthew 10 : 1-15. Commit to memory eh. !» : 37,38. Study Matthew 9 : 35 to 10 : 15,40-42.

GOLDEN TEXT—Freely ye have received, freely give. —Matthew io : 8.
1 * And when he had called unto him his twelve 

disciples, 2 he gave them power against unclean spirits, 
to cast them out, and to heal all manner of3 sickness 
and all manner of 4 disease.

2 Now the names of the twelve apostles are these ; 
The first, Si'mon, who is culled lVter, and An'drew 
his brother ; James the son of Zeb'edee, and John 
his brother ;

3 Phil'ip. and Bartholomew ; Thom'as, and 
Mat th'ew the publican ; James the son of Alphic'us, 
and 6 Lebbie'us, whose surname was Thaddie'us ;

4 Si 'mon the 8 Ca'naanite, and Ju'das Iscar'iot, 
who also betrayed him.

5 These twelve Je'sus sent forth, and 7 com
manded them, saying, Go not into * the way of the 
Gen'tiles, and 8 into any city of the Samar'itans 
enter ye not :

6. But go rather to the lost sheep of the house of 
Is Tael.

7 And as ye go, preach, saying, The kingdom of 
heaven is at hand.

8 Heal the sick, 10 cleanse the lepers, raise the 
dead, cast out devils : freely ye 11 have received, 
freely give.

y 12 Provide neither gold, nor silver, nor brass 
in your purses,

10 13 Nor scrip for your journey, neither two coats, 
14 neither shoes, nor yet staves : for the 18 workman 
is worthy of his 18 meat.

11 And into whatsoever city or 17 town ye shall 
enter, 1S enquire who in it is worthy ; and there abide 
till ye go 19 thence.

12 And 20 when ye cone into an house, salute it.
13 And if the house oe worthy, let your peace 

come upon it : but if it be not worthy, let your 
peace return to you.

14 And whosoever shall not receive you, nor hear 
your words, 21 when ye depart out of that house or 
22 city, shake off the dust of your feet.

15 Verily I say unto you. It shall be more tolerable 
for the land of Sod'om and 23 Gomor'rha in the day 
of judgment, than for that city.

Revised Version 1 And he called; 2 and gave them authority over ; 3 disease ; 4 sickness ; 8 Omit 
four word« ; » Canamean ; 7 charged ; * any wav ; “enter not into any city of the Samaritans ; ‘"raise the 
dead, cleanse the le|>ers ; “ Omit have ; >2 Get you no gold ; ‘a no wallet ; 14 nor shoes nor staff ; 15 labourer ; 
!» f„od • it village ; 18 search out ; lw forth ; 20 as ye enter into the house ; 21 as ye go forth ; 22 that ; " Go
morrah.

LESSON PLAN
I. The Men, 1-4.

II. The Mission, 5, 6.
III. The Methods, 7-15.

DAILY READINGS
(By courtesy of I. B. R. Association)

M. The mission of the twelve, Matt. 9 : 35 to 
10 : 15 , 40-42. T. Strength for conflict, Matt. 10 : 
10-26. W.—"Fear not", Matt. 10: 27-33. Th.—
The highest love, Matt. 10 : 34-42. F.—Seventy 
missioners, Luke 10 : 1-16. S.—Made strong, Jer. 
1 : 7-19. 8.—The waiting harvest, John 4: 27-38.

Shorter Catechism Que». 52. What are the 
reason* annexai to the second commandment f A. 
The reasons annexed to the second commandment 
are, God’s sovereignty over us, his propriety in us, 
and the zeal he hath to his own worship.

The Question on Missions 2. What is the

character of the people ? The Cantonese are a well" 
developed race, both mentally and physical)v. The 
working classes show great industry and skill. The 
Chinese take high rank as students, and in business 
are shrewd and successful. They are not n turally 
religious, but become faithful Christians.

Lesson Hymns Book of Praise, 140 (Supple
mental Lesson); 437 ; 445 ; 69 (Ps. Sel.); 447 (from 
Piumary Quarterly); 447.

Special Scripture Reading -Isa. 55. (To be read 
responsively or in concert by the whole School.)

Lantern Slides -For Lesson, B. 326, “ Let your 
peace come upon it". Matt. 10: 13 ; B. 361, Christ 
Healing the Sick. For Question on Missions, C. 168, 
Chinese Farmer Bringing Home Load of Rice ; C. 169, 
Chinese Carpenters 1 t Work.

Stereographs- For Lesson, A Caravan of Camels 
in the Narrow Road Approaching Jaffa (Underwood 
& Underwood, see page 165).

EXPOSITION
Time and Place—A.D. 29 ; Galilee.
Connecting Links—The Lesson follows 

closely on the last.
Moved with compassion. The moral and 

religious situation of Galilee appealed to the 
pity of Jesus. The people were like a flock 
of sheep having no shepherd. Their national 
religious guides were neglecting them. Or 
they were like a harvest going to waste for 
want of reapers. The spiritual husbandmen 
of Israel did not see the whitening fields, or 
had no skill in wielding the sickle. Pray ye ; 
the first step toward missionary progress,— 
earnest prayer horn of a sense of the spiritual 
destitution of the masses. Send forth labour
ers. There were plenty of professional “ labor
ers” in Palestine, scribes and priests who 
busied themselves with legal precepts and

ceremonies, but Jesus wants laborers wh° 
share His sympathy and pity for the ne
glected. Ch. 9 : 35-38.
I. The Men, 1-4.

V. 1. Had called. The twelve had already 
been called to lie disciples ; they are now 
called to a special mission for which they had 
been in training. Against unclean spirits. 
The casting out of demons was really part of 
the preaching ministry. It was a clear an
nouncement that the kingdom was at hand, 
a proof that One had come with power over 
the world of evil spirits. And to heal the sick. 
Mark (ch. 6 : 7-13) does not make the healing 
ministry as prominent as Matthew.

V. 20. Twelve apostles ; here called "apos
tles” for the first and last time in this Gospel. 
Apostle means “one sent”. They are arrang-

*Thia lesson has been «elected by the Sunday School Editorial Association and the Young People’s Mis
sionary Movement, us a special missionary Lesson.
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ed in pairs, indicating that they went out by 
two and two. First, Simon. He is always 
given the place of priority, but not in any 
priestly sense. Called Peter. Cephas is the 
Aramaic word for “ rock ”, and Peter is its 
Greek equivalent (see ch. 16 : 17, IS ; John 
1 : 42). Andrew ; “ manly". James . .'and 
John ; called Boanerges or “ sons of thunder" 
because of their impetuous character, Mark 
9 : 38 ; Luke 9 : 54.

Vs. 3, 4. Philip ; “ lover of horses". He, 
Peter and Andrew came from Bethsaida, 
John 1 :44. Thomas ; from the Hebrew 
word for “ twin”, the Greek equivalent being 
“ Didymus". Matthew ; Levi of Mark 2 : 14. 
James the son of Alphteus ; so called to distin
guish him from James son of Zeltedee, and 
known as James the Less. Lebbitus ; “ be
loved child”. In Luke's list, "Judas, son of 
James", Luke 6 : 16, Rev. Ver. In Jude 1:1, 
he is called the brother of James (the Less). 
Simon the Canaanite ; not a native of Cana, 
hut a Cananæan or Zealot. The Zealots 
were fanatical for the strict observance of the 
law. The name may have been given Simon, 
because he was jealous for the right and true. 
Judas Iscariot ; a native of Kerioth in Judea, 
the only Judean amongst the disciples.
II. The Mission, 5, 6.

Vs. 5-8. Go not .. Gentiles. The prohibi
tion implies that some day the gospel would 
be sent to the Gentiles. Samaritans ; people 
of mixed blood who worshiped God at the 
temple in Mt. Gerizim. There was great 
hostility between them and the Jews. Lost 
sheep ; astray, but not finally given over 
to perdition, a term of pity. House of Israel. 
Jesus’ missionary policy was to choose a few 
men and train them, these to work among His 
own people, and finally to send missionaries 
to the Gentiles. His concentration on the 
few at the outset was for the ultimate salva
tion of the many.
III. The Methods, 7-15.

Vs. 7-10. Preach ; keep preaching. This, 
not healing, was uppermost in the Master’s 
thoughts. Heal .. cleanse . . raise . . cast out ; 
that is, carry on as My representatives the 
work I have been doing. Provide neither 
gold ; better, “ acquire not gold”. Carry on 
the mission without reward. Your motive 
as missionaries must be absolutely free from

love of gain. Gold. silver. .brass ; anti-cli
max,—not even a penny. Purses ; literally, 
“ girdles”, used for gathering up the loose 
mantle. Purses were attached to the girdles. 
Scrip ; wallet for holding provisions, slung 
over the shoulder. Two' coats ; tunics or 
under garments. The prohibitions must all l>e 
taken in their spirit. Jesus wishes His disci
ples to live a life of austere simplicity and 
single-minded devotion to the kingdom. 
Neither shoes ; but sandals (Mark 6 : 9), the 
commoner and more serviceable footgear. 
Stares ; except, perhaps, the one each already 
had, Mark 6 : 8. Labourer is worthy (Rev. 
Ver.). He not only deserves, but is sure of his 
support.

Vs. 11-15. Enquire ; seek out a good man 
as host, in order to avoid creating prejudice 
against the mission. There abide. Do not 
shift from house to house in search of better 
quarters. Salute it. The formal salutation 
was, “ P"ace be with you”. Shall not receive 
you. Jesus foresees that the results will some
times l>e disappointing. Shake off the dust ; 
not in anger, but in sadness, a symbolic act to 
impress on the inhabitants their responsibility 
for the failure of the mission. Sodom and 
Gomorrha ; a byword for great guilt and aw
ful doom, Isa. 1 : 9. Than for that city. This 
saying shows how great importance Jesus 
attached to the preaching of His gospel.

Vs. 40-42 teach that to honor a messenger 
of Jesus is to honor Jesus Himself ; and that 
the smallest act of service to the least of His 
disciples will bring reward from Him.

Light from the East
Lost Sheep—Sheep are more dependent on 

the shepherd in Palestine than anywhere else. 
He must find pasture for them, and guard 
them from poisonous weeds, serpents, wolves, 
and jackals. Even in the fold a hungry 
panther may leap the wall and seize a sheep, 
unless the wakeful shepherd spring up with 
his short club to stun the intruder. In the 
very hot weather he must pasture his flock 
at night, and keep them in the shadow of a 
grove or in some deep ravine during the heat 
of the day. A sudden thunderstorm may 
cause them to huddle under the nearest tree, 
where they are sometimes killed by lightning, 
and the shepherd with them. From January
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till March the lambs are born, and the ewes 
have to be kept out as much as possible, that 
they may get nourishment enough to feed 
their young. Late snow falls and frost come 
and kill the lambs, although the shepherd is 
up night and day, carrying as many of them 
as he can under his cloak to places of shelter,

or nursing them back to life by the heat of his 
own laxly. The only rest he gets is crouching 
in a sitting posture on a bunch of branches to 
keep him off the wet ground, protected only 
by his cloak. He may awake and find him
self half buried in snow and the sheep flounder
ing round him.

APPLICATION
Saw the multitudes, ch. 9: 36. There is a le

gend that once in Jerusalem a crowd gathered 
in the street about the body of a dog. One of 

them said, “ That is the ugliest
Must Have dog I ever saw." Another said, 

Been Jesus
“ I don’t believe his hide is 

worth taking off him." Another said, "Just 
look how dirty and unkempt he is." But one 
of the crowd spoke up clearly and said, “Was 
ever a pearl whiter than his teeth ?” And 
as they walked off, they said to one another, 
“ That last man must have been Jesus of 
Nazarelh, for no one else would have found 
anything good to say about a dead dog." 
Yes that must have been Jesus, for He has 
always a kind word to speak. And we must 
have kind thoughts and kind words for all 
creatures, if we are to follow His example.

The harvest. .is plenteous, ch. 9:37. A man 
once said to a missionary, “ I don’t believe in 
foreign missions. I aim to benefit my neigh

bors." “And who are your 
Our Neighbors neighbors ?" “ Why, those

around me." “ Do you mean 
those whose land touches yours ?” “ Yes."
“ Well, how far down do you own ?” asked 
the missionary. “ Why, I suppose I go half 
way through." “ Exactly", was the reply, 
“ and I want you to help those whose land 
joins yours at the bottom." If we think of 
it, our lives touch the lives of very many 
people whom we never see. Just ask your
self at the breakfast table where the coffee, 
sugar, cocoa, pepper and other articles come 
from, and you will realize how small the 
world is. We are all near neighbors. We 
arc all brothers of Jesus.

Jesus sent forth, v. 5. When William 
Carey was being buried, one of his fellow 
ministers said, at the memorial service, that 
William Carey was a man who had never 
known his own mind. When the whole audi
ence looked up in surprise he went on to say that

Mr. Carty himself acknowledged this weak
ness. He said of himself, “I 

Say “ No” t*ie ahoemaker’s bench
because I could not say ‘No*; 

I went to Kettering because I could not say 
‘ No ’ ; I was ordained a missionary to India 
because I could not say ‘ No ’ ; I engaged in 
the translation of the Bible because I could 
not say ‘ No ’ ; and all my life long I have 
been doing things liecause I could not say 
' No ' to God."

The lost sheep, v. 6. East and West, for 
February 19th, of this year, reproduced a 
wonderful picture by a modern artist. A 

lamb has fallen over a steep
A Picture precipice, and lies helpless and 
that Preaches r , r. . . _. f .ready to perish. Birds of prey
hover near, waiting to devour it. But the 
shepherd, to whom the lamb belongs, and 
who has had a weary search for it, has seen 
it at last, and stretches out a strong arm, 
far over the precipice, with the hand out
stretched to seize the helpless lamb and draw 
it to safety. Before the eyes of Jesus the 
Good Shepherd, the countless hosts of the 
heathen world, as well as multitudes in 
Christendom, are like that lost lamb. In 
His heart is infinite pity, and in His arm, 
infinite strength to save. There can be no 
privilege greater than that of making His 
love and might known in all the world.

Freely ye have received, freely give, v. 8. It 
was drawing near Christmas in the home. 
Little Alice, seven years old, confided to her 

aunt that she was going to give 
to God 81011 her father a pair of slippers.

Her aunt asked, “ Where will 
you get the money to buy them ?" She 
opened her eyes like saucers, and said, “ Why, 
father will give me the money." Do you 
suppose that the father felt that those slippers 
were no gift, that he had just bought them 
for himself in a roundabout way ? Would
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he not be proud of the way in which his gener
osity to his little daughter was evoking gener
osity in her ? So God gives freely to us, and 
wants us to give freely to Him. We can 
only give Him what lielongs to Him. And 
His royal heart esteems it a noble gift when 
we give our money, our time, our prayers, 
ourselves, back to Him.

One of these little ones, v. 42. One of the 
saints of old Germany is St. Christopher. 
The name means Christ-bearer. The story 

is that he had been a huge, 
quarrelsome, stupid giant. 
When he became converted, he 

felt that he was incapable of becoming a priest, 
and built his hut at a dangerous ford on a

The Christ- 
bearer

river, where his great strength might be of 
use to travelers. One night he was called 
from his bed to assist a child across. He 
tried to dissuade the little boy from attempt
ing the perilous crossing, without success. So 
he heaved the little fellow upon his massive 
shoulders and started into the flood. It was 
a fearful night, dark and rainy, with fierce 
winds in the air and a fierce current in the 
stream. It took him hours of terrible fight
ing to reach the other side. But when he set 
down his juvenile burden in safety, the boy 
was seen to be the Christ-child, who blessed 
the giant for his faithfulness. Now who of us 
is going to help some child across some dan
gerous place, and get the blessing ?

TEACHING HINTS
This section embraces teaching material 

for the various grades in the School.

For Teachers of Bible Classes
A new crisis emerges in the earthly ministry 

of Christ. He had now completed His third 
tour of Galilee preaching and teaching every
where ; and yet to Him the multitudes were 
still a wandering flock, an unreaped harvest. 
Under shepherds must be appointed, reapers 
must enter the fields. His own disciples 
were now sent forth to do the work of evan
gelists.

The Need. “ Sheep without a shepherd.” 
What a pathetic, tragic picture ! If this be 
true of enlightened and favored Galilee, what 
vision should meet our eyes as we gaze out 
upon the wide world with its China, India, 
Africa, also white unto harvest ?

The Call. “ Go”, v. 6. Every n.an called 
to discipleship is in training as an ,É apostle ” 
or missionary. But the call here given is more 
insistent, each disciple receiving a personal 
commission as he answers to his name. So 
urgent is the need, so universal the call— 
go, unless you receive a call to stay home.

The Commission. “As ye go, preach." 
This is the prime essential of evangelism and 
the text of every sermon must be, “ The 
kingdom of heaven is at hand."

The Equipment. (1) These disciples had 
been trained in a personal and practical way. 
To be with Jesus through thre# campaigns in 
Galilee, to hear all He said and to see all He

did, provided a perfect training in the science 
of preaching. But have we not equal, if not 
superior, facilities for learning of Jesus ? 
(2) Their credentials embraced the power to 
heal, v. 1. By this means they commanded 
an audience for the divine message. Our 
Christian civilization equips its missionaries 
in practically the same way. (3) No special 
provision for bodily welfare was permitted, 
vs, 9, 10. Can we apply this message to 
modern missions ? Consider changed con
ditions.

The Method of Operation. Naturally the 
first evangelistic campaign was a home mis
sion movement. The disciples returned only 
to places where Christ had already been. 
They lodged with believers, taught and healed 
privately, engaged in a house to house can
vass,—in short did personal work, following 
up the evangelistic mass meetings Christ 
had held everywhere. This is home mission 
work that comes to all of us. After Pente
cost the larger work of foreign missions was 
entered upon.

Results. The disciple has little to do with 
results. His business is to preach and after
wards to teach and baptize those who are 
converted. But results are bound to come. 
Likely the twelve won the seventy (Luke 10 : 
1), who in turn won the five hundred disciples 
of 1 Cor. 15 : 5. And yet results lie deeper 
than numbers. So great were they on this 
occasion, that Jesus Himself rejoiced, hailing 
them as an omen of the downfall of Satan.
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For Teachers of the Senior Scholars
What a beautiful glimpse we get of Jesus in 

ch. 9 :35-38 ! He loves to bless everybody, 
to make the world a better world to live in. 
How much of this l>eautiful spirit have we in 
us ? Is our love broad enough to reach be
yond our own set, l>eyond our family, beyond 
ourselves ? Is there anything in the condi
tion of the world which moves our compassion, 
which touches our hearts, and empties our 
pockets ?

The work of winning the world seemed 
great even to Jesus. He felt that the labor
ers were few for such a mighty undertaking. 
The laborers are still few at home and abroad, 
although the great difficulty at present is 
not so much to get men, as to get money to 
carry on mission work. We need to pray 
the Lord of the harvest to put enough of His 
missionary spirit into our hearts, not only to 
keep our mission funds out of debt, but to 
enable the church to develop her work where 
the harvest truly is plenteous.

1. The First Missionaries Called, ch. 10 : 
1-4. From a human point of view these 
Twelve did not furnish very promising ma
terial out ef which to make great religious 
leaders who would influence the world as no 
other twelve men have ever done. They were 
not men of worldly influence, not men of posi
tion and power, of learning and culture ; but 
they had in them great capacity for faith and 
love, which is the greatest of all endowments. 
The true explanation of why Jesus chose these 
men is perhaps to l>e found in 1 Cor. 1 : 26-29. 
God can make something out of us, if we are 
willing, it matters not how poor our natural 
endowments.

2. The Master’s C,bject in Calling the Twelve, 
ch. 10 : 1 ; Mark 3 : 13-15. It was threefold : 
(1) That they might be with Him, mightdrink 
in t he spirit of His life, and catch more fully the 
meaning of His teaching, and feel the influence 
of His wonderful personality. This is an al> 
solutely essential qualification for service in 
every age. (2) That they might be sent forth 
to preach the gospel, which He had come into 
the world to be, to tell to sinners how divine 
love had bridged the gulf between God and 
man. (3) They were to receive power to 
heal the sick and cast out devils. We are 
all successors of the apostles in the true sense

of the term ; we are all missionaries, are all 
sent out into the world to make the world 
better. The power we need is the power of 
the Holy Spirit.

3. The Charge to the Twelve, vs. 5-15. They 
are told where to go and what to do and how 
to do it. We are never left without divine 
guidance in the work we have to do.

For Teachers of the Boys and Girls
The Leader ; the missionaries ; the 

marching orders, will make a good outline for 
the teaching of this missionary Lesson.

1. The Leader, ch. 9:35-38. This is a 
Lesson in which it is specially important to 
take in the unprinted portion. Here we see 
Jesus setting an example of missionary work, 
teaching, preaching and healing. Have a 
word about the educational, evangelistic and 
medical phases of our church's missionary 
work, at home and in foreign lands. Note, 
further, what moved Jesus to be a Mission
ary. It was the compassion of His loving 
heart (v. 36), and His eagerness to gather 
in the harvest of precious souls that belonged 
to His heavenly Father. Emphasize, too, 
the place He gives to prayer. This lies at the 
root of all true missionary effort. With a 
like compassion in our hearts for the Ignorant 
and suffering, a like desire for the salvation of 
souls and the spirit of prayer, we shall be 
missionaries, whether we go to the mission 
field or stay at home.

2. The missionaries, ch. 10 : 1-4. These 
were the twelve apostles. The scholars have 
already become acquainted with them, and it 
will be interesting to recall what they have 
learned about each one in turn. In this con
nection, a little talk about some of the mis
sionaries of our own church, Home and 
Foreign, will make their work more real to the 
scholars. Very likely they have seen and 
heard one or more of these missionaries, and 
will be glad to tell about them. The apostles 
were sent out in pairs,—why ? So that one 
might be able to help and encourage the other. 
We are told, in v. 1, about the power given to 
these early missionaries. Note the emphasis 
placed upon healing. So, in cur mission work 
to-day, we have doctors and nurses and hos
pitals, for the cure of disease, and this opens 
up the way for the gospel. The Report of the
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Foreign Mission Committee, which may be 
had by writing to Rev. Dr. R. P. Mackay.
Confederation Life Building, Toronto, con
tains much interesting information aliout our 
me lical missions.

3. The marching orders, vs. 5-15. The 
directions given to the apostles include the 
people to whom they were to go, the message 
they were to deliver, their work of healing, 
the spirit of their mission and the way in 
which they were to be supported. Make it 
clear that the gospel was given first to the

THE GEOGRAPHY LESSON
The homes of scale of hues

most of the twelve 
apostles are given 
in the gospel story.
Taking them in 
pairs, as in the Les
son : Peter and An
drew, brothers, were 
from Bethsaida, 
and afterwards 
moved to Caperna
um ; James and 
John, also brothers, 
sons of Zebedee, 
from Capernaum ;
Philip, from Beth
saida. end Barthol
omew, or Nathan
ael, from Cana ;
Thomas, whose

Jews, not that its blessings were to be limited 
to them, but that, through them, they might 
reach the whole world. Point out that we, 
having the gospel, are now in the same posi
tion as the Jews, so that it is our duty to send 
the gospel throughout the world.

In a closing word press home the responsibil
ity of each one to be a missionary for Jesus. 
We are to represent Him to the world. And 
the gracious promise with which the Lesson 
closes will be fulfilled to us, if we are only 
faithful. Vs. 40-42.

Mt.Ebt
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home is not known, and Matthew, from Ca
pernaum ; James, the son of Alphæus, possibly 
Matthew’s brother, and Thaddæus (Lebbæus), 
also called Judas the son of James, home un
known ; Simon the Cananæan or Zealot, home

ADDED HINTS
In this section will be found further assist

ance under various headings.

Lesson Points
Work for Christ can be done only in the 

strength of Christ. v. 1.
In the service of Christ our tasks are exactly 

proportioned to our talents, vs. 2-4.
It is by doing our duty at home that we arc 

fitted for service in a wider sphere, v. 5.
The Good Shepherd is always seeking the 

•ost sheep, v. 6.

also unknown, and 
Judas Iscariot, from 
Kerioth, a town of 
Judea. In the days 
when Jesus sent 
forth the Twelve 
on their mission of 
preaching and heal
ing, one of the main 
lines of travel was 
the highway from 
Egypt along the sea
shore from Egypt 
to Tyre,' branching 
off for Jerusalem at 
Lydda and running 
through Joppa. Ln- 
derwooJ’s stereo
graph, A Caravan 
of Camels in the 

Narrow Road Approaching Jaffa (the modern 
name of Joppa), pictures a scene which the 
apostles may well have seen on their journeys 
to and fro, amongst the cities and towns of 
Galilee. (See circle 16).

AND HELPS
Every one who has heard the evangel 

should become an evangelist, v. 7.
God’s gifts to us furnish both the motive 

and the measure of our gifts to others, v. 8.
“ They which preach the gospel, should live 

of the gospel.” vs. 9, 10.
The gospel is offered to all ; it is forced 

upon none. v. 13.
No hand but our own can shut salvation 

out of our hearts and homes.
More exalted privileges bring with them 

weightier responsibilities, v. 15.
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Something to Look Up
1. John the Baptist was a missionary to 

Andrew and John. They were his disciples 
irst, but he pointed them to Jesus. Find 
fohn’s own story of this.

2. Abraham was a missionary to wicked 
Sodom and Gomorrah. He prayed for them, 
and thus saved the life of the only good man 
in the place. Who was the man ?

ANSWERS, Lesson I.—(1) Matt. 17 : 20. 
(2) Abraham (Rom. 4.: 3).

For Discussion
1. The place of medical missions.
2. Our debt to the heathen world.

Prove from Scripture
That giving should be cheerful.

The Catechism
Ques. 52. Reasons for obedience in the 

Second Commandment. These reasons are 
three in number : 1. God is a King, and we 
are His lawful subjects. The scriptures are 
full of this idea of God’s kingship. 2. God 
is an Owner, and we l>elong to Him. The 
“ word 1 propriety ’ comes from a Latin ad
jective which means ' one’s own’. It denotes 
‘ exclusive right of possession’.” (Salmond.) 
God has a tjtle of ownership in the fact that 
He has made us. He has a still stronger title 
in that He has redeemed us. Paul expresses

this divine claim in 1 Cor. fi : 111, 20. 3. God 
is zealous for His own worship. The word 
“ zeal ” comes from a Greek root meaning 
“ to l>oil”, and denotes “ intense interest". 
God is so deeply interested in His worship, 
that He will not overlook anything unworthy 
in it. (See 2 Kgs. 10 : 31 ; Isa. 9 : 7.)

The Question on Missions
Ques. 2. The Cantonese are a well devel

oped race both mentally and physically. 
The average size is less than that of Euro
peans, but with proper food and exercise they 
are capable of long-continued and hard labor. 
The higher classes despise manual labor, but 
the industry of the working people is remark
able and they show great skill, especially in 
imitation. Learning is honored, and Chinese 
students do not fall behind those of 
other countries when they enter modern 
schools. In business they are shrewd and 
reliable. The merchant will stick to his 
bargain even should it involve him in loss. 
It is, however, rare to find Chinese who 
habitually tell the truth. Indirect methods 
of speech everywhere prevail. This charac
teristic gives the missionary much trouble. 
The Cantonese cannot he called a religious 
people. Indeed the common people have 
few words to express religious ideas. They 
worship idols from a sense of fear, and to gain 
material blessings.

FOR TEACHERS OF THE LITTLE ONES
Lesson Subject—King Jesus’ friends at work for Him.
Introduction—How many of you go to school ? I would like you all to take a peep 

into a school where the children 
do not look like you children 
here. Their skins arc dark brown, 
and their hair black and straight. 
They have bright, black eyes 
which are eagerly turned to their 
teacher’s face. They are sitting 
in a circle on the floor. Even 
their dress is not like ours, but a 
loose garment with wide, flowing 
sleeves. This is a school away 
far off in India. The teacher is a 
missionary.

Lesson—Would you like to hear 
about the very first missionaries ? 
Our Lesson to-day is about them.
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Review—You remember Jesus was up in 
Galilee teaching anil preaching and healing 
and forgiving (recall last Lesson.)

The First Missionaries—Let us make twelve 
big strokes and over this we'll print The 
First Missionaries. These were the twelve 
disciples who had been following Jesus and 
learning of Him. Print the names of these as 
given in our Lesson.

The Need of Workers for Jesus—As Jesus 
went about the country, His heart was very 
sad. He saw that the people were needing 
teachers to guide them. He said the people 
were like sheep without a shepherd. Then 
He looked around at all the people to be won 
into God’s kingdom, and He thought they 
seemed like grain ready to lie gathered into 
the bams. They were ready to be gathered 
into God’s kingdom. Men were needed to do 
this work. Here are these twelve ready for 
this work. He has been preparing them, and 
now He gathers them around Him and gives 
them power to work miracles, and sends them 
out two and two through the country (vs. 
5-15.)

Helpers—Jesus gives a beautiful promise 
to all who would lie kind and helpful to these 
missionaries and receive them into their 
homes and listen to their words (v. 41), and

He gives also a beautiful promise to all who 
should give help and cheer (even a cup of 
co'd water) to needy ones for Jesus’ sake, v.
42.

Our Mission Work—Missionaries are still 
going out, not only through our own home 
land, but to every land. Jesus is looking 
down upon the world now. He sees the mil
lions of people ready to be gathered into His 
kingdom. He is looking down upon our own 
land. He sees the many, many strangers 
from other lands coming here to make their 
home. He sees that they need to lie told of 
Him and the laws of His kingdom. He sees 
the numbers of little children coming with 
their parents from far-off countries, their 
dress and language and habits of life so unlike 
ours.

Jesus knows all about the pennies we give 
to His work. He knows if we spare some of 
our toys and picture books for those who have 
not any. He listens so gladly to our prayer 
for our missionaries.

Golden Text—We are now ready for our 
Golden Text (repeat). Outline a mite lx>x, 
and print on it the Golden Text.

Something to Think Almul—I should work 
for Jesus.

FROM THE PLATFORM

Pet. And. Tho. Matt.

Ja. Jo. Ja. Leb.

Phi. Barth. Sim. Jud.

Ask what name was, in the Lesson, given for the first time to the Twelve (see Exposition). 
Question as to the meaning of the word “apostle”, bringing out the fact that it is the same as 
that of missionary, that is, "one sent forth”. Now the Lesson tells how Jesus sent forth the 
Twelve as missionaries. Call for their names, and write these on the blackboard in pairs, ac
cording to the arrangement of Jesus. Question, as the names are written, as to the outstanding 
facts known about each of the Twelve. Talk about the mission on which they were sent, bring
ing out the prominence given to healing as a means of introducing the gospel, and the limita
tion, meanwhile, to the Jews, that through them the gospel might be sent into all the world. 
Impress the lesson that the most varied talents may be of use in the service of Jesus, and 
especially in the work of missions. Urge each scholar to find his work and do it.
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Lesson III. THE QUESTION OF JOHN THE BAPTIST April 17, 1910
Matthew 11 : 1-11. Commit to memory vs. 4, 5. Study Matthew 11 : 1-19.

GOLDEN TEXT— But the witness which I have is greater than that of John : for the works which the Father 
hath given me to accomplish, the very works that I do, bear witness of me, that the Father hath sent me.

—John 5 : 36 (Rev. Ver.).
1 And it came to pass, when Je'sus had made an 

end of commanding his twelve disciples, he departed 
thence to teach and 1 to preach in tneir cities.

2 Now when John 2 had heard in the prison the 
works of * Christ, he sent * two of his disciples,

3 And said unto him, Art thou he that 5 should 
come, or do we look for another ?

4 Je'sus answered and said unto them, Go 8 and 
shew John again those things which ye do hear and 
see :

5 The blind receive their sight, and the lame walk, 
the lepers are cleansed, and the deaf hear, 7 the dead 
are raised up, and the poor have 8 the gospel preached 
to them.

6 And nlessed is he, whosoever shall • not be 
offended in me.

7 And as 10 they departed, Je'sus oegnn to say 
unto the multitudes concerning John, What went ye 
out into the wilderness to11 see ? A reed shaken with 
the wind ?

8 But what went ye out for to see ? A man 
clothed in soft raiment. ? behold, they that wear soft 
12 clothing are in kings’ houses.

9 But13 what went ye out tor to see ? A prophet ? 
yea, I say unto you, and 14 more than a prophet.

10 15 For this ii he, of whom it is written, Behold. 
I send my messenger before thy face, 16 which shall 
prepare thy way before thee.

11 Verily I say unto you, Among them that are 
born of women there hath not 17 risen a greater than 
John the Bap'tist : 18 notwithstanding he that is 
least in the kingdom of heaven is greater than he.

Revised Version—1 Omit to ; *0mit had ; 8 the ; 4 by his disciples ; 6 cometh, or look we for another Î 
• your way and tell John the things ; 7 and ; 8 good tidings preached ; 6 find none occasion of stumbling in me ; 
10 these went their way ; 11 behold ; 12 raiment ; 13 wherefore went ye out ? to see a prophet ? 14 much ; 18 Omit 
For ; 1# Who ; 17 arisen ; 18 yet he that is but little.

LESSON PLAN
I. John Questioning, 1-3.

II. John Answered, 4-6.
III. John Praised, 7-11.

DAILY READINGS
(By courtesy of I. B. R. Association)

M.—The question of John the Baptist, Matt. 11 : 
1-19. T.—Testimony of works, John 10 : 22-42. 
W. -Greater witness, John 5 : 31-40. Th.—A 
preacher of righteousness, Matt. 21 : 23-32. F.— 
The prophecy, Mai. 3 : 1-6. 8.—Herod’s opinion 
of John, Murk 6 : 14-20. S.—Christ's question, 
Luke 9 : 12-22.

Shorter Catechism Que». 53. Which is the 
third commandment f A. The third commandment 
is, Thou «halt not take the name of the Lord thy God 
in vain, for the Lord will not hold him guiltless that 
taketh his name in vain.

The Question on Missions—3. What class of

Chinese come to Canada ? The majority are from 
the province of Kwong Tung, and belong to the 
coolie or laboring class. There are few women and 
children among them, because of the expense of 
bringing them, and the peculiar way in which the 
family is regarded by the Chinese.

Lesson Hymns Book of Praise, 140 (Supple
mental Lesson) ; 97 ; 90 ; 68 (Ps. Sel.) ; 76 (from 
Primary Quarterly); 100.

Special Scripture Reading John 5 : 31-40. (To 
be read responsively or in concert by the whole 
School.)

Lantern Slides For Lesson, B. 640, “ The lepers 
are cleansed", Matt. 11:5; B. 667, "Which shall 
prepare Thy way before Thee”, Matt. 11 : 10. For 
Question on Missions,C. 170,Chinese Farmer Cutting 
and Threshing Rice; C. 171, A Street Scene in Hong 
Kong, and Chinese Funeral Procession.

Stereographs For Lesson. Marvelous Gorge of 
Brook Cheritn and Elijah Convent (Underwood & 
Underwood, see page 165).

EXPOSITION
Time and Place—A.D. 28, before last 

Lesson ; Galilee.
Connecting Links—In Matthew’s narra

tive there is no break between last Lesson and 
to-day’s.
I. John Questioning, 1-3.

Vs. 1-3. Jesus..an end of commanding., 
twelve ; giving them directions for their mis
sionary work (see last Lesson, ch. 9 : 35 to 
10 : 15, 40-42). He departed ; to make a 
teaching and preaching tour of Galilean cities, 
choosing others than those to which the dis
ciples were sent. No one would listen to 
them if He were present. When John had 
heard ; according to Luke’s account, just 
after Jesus had raised from death the widow 
of Nain’s son. In the prison ; in the fortress 
of Machærus by the Dead Sea. (See ch. 14 : 
1-12.) The works of Christ; of Him whom 
John had supposed to be the Messiah. Art 
thou he that should come t Art Thou He whom

I spoke of as the One coming after me 7 (see 
ch. 3 : 11), Art Thou the Christ or Messiah 7 
Another. The Greek word implies “another 
kind of person”. What was the motive of 
John’s question ? Was he in doubt ? Or 
did he merely wish to remove the doubt of 
his disciples 7 Likely the former. Jesus was 
not the sort of Messiah John had expected. 
There was too little judgment in Jesus’ minis
try, too much gentleness, geniality and toler
ance. (See Lesson I., First Quarter, ch. 3 : 
1-12.)

II. John Answered, 4-6.
Vs. 4-6. Go. and tell John (Rev. Ver.) ; 

evidently for the restoration of John’s faith. 
The blind . . lame . . lepers . . deaf . . dead . . 
poor. The facts of Jesus’ ministry are stated. 
They are the strongest proof of His divinity. 
But they are stated in prophetic language 
(see Isa. 35 : 5, 6 ; 61 : 1). The answer of 
Jesus therefore was a challenge to the Baptist
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to revise his idea of the Messiah in the light of 
Old Testament prophecy. Blissed not be 
offended in me ; Rev. Ver, “ find none occa
sion of stumbling in me”, that is, not stumble 
or falter in their Itclief in Me as the Messiah 
l>ecHuae My words and deeds are not just what 
they expected in the Messiah ; a gentle rebuke 
of the Baptist for failing to recognize His 
works as the true marks of the Messiah.
III. John Praised, 7-11.

Vs. 7-9. Jesus began to sag ; at once after 
John’s disciples left. He corrects any im
pression injurious to John made by his doubt, 
or Jesus' gentle chiding. Went ye out. Most of 
Jesus' hearers had, from various motives, gone 
to see and hear the Baptist. A reed ; a weak, 
inconstant man. No one could think that of 
the Baptist. A man .soft raiment; sugges
tive of luxury and effeminacy. In kings’ 
houses. There was nothing in common be
tween the sleek, obsequious courtier and the 
rudely clad, uncompromising Baptist. A 
prophet t yea. That was the instinctive 
judgment of the multitude. John had pro
phetic qualities—moral conviction, strength 
of will, passion for truth and righteousness. 
And more than a prophet ; !>ecause he was the 
divinely appointed forerunner of the Messiah, 
and had seen Him whom the earlier prophets 
had foretold but had not seen.

Vs. 10, 11. This is he .written; in Mai. 
3:1. John’s official position as the fore
runner of the Messiah marks him off from 
other prophets. But also, Jesus says, his 
character, intrinsic worth, puts him in a dif
ferent class. Born of women ; a solemn form 
of expression. A greater ; that is, as a pro
phet. Least in the kingdom. John la-longed 
to the pre-Christian dispensation. His moral 
sternness was his greatness, but it placed 
him below those who shared Christ 's gracious 
spirit.

From the days of John. His ministry was 
the beginning of a great movement toward the 
kingdom. Suffereth violence ; is lieing taken 
by storm : for example, by publicans and har
lots, regarded by the smites and Pharisees ns 
a “violent” rabble. The prophets ..Elias ; 
the prophets and even the law until John’s 
time. Prophesied. But John did more than 
prophesy. He ushered in the kingdom. He 
was the Elijah of Malachi’s prophecy—the

herald of the Messiah. The prophets and the 
law said, “ Christ will come.” John said, 
“ Christ is here.” Vs. 12-15.

Whereunto shall l liken this generation ? 
They play at religion. They are not in ear
nest. They are also hard to please. John 
came neither eating nor drinking, representing 
an ascetic type of religion, abstemious, severe, 
und they say, He hath a devil; he is possessed 
with a demon, hence his nioroseness and 
austerity. Jesus came eating and drinking, 
social, genial, human, a contrast to the Bap
tist ; and they say, what ? They pour forth 
hateful epithets : glutton, tippler, sinners’ 
lover ! But wisdom is justified. Wait a 
while. Jesus is willing to wait for the judg
ment of men on His character and work. Vs. 
16-19.

Light from the East
Art Thou He?—The Jews expected t! at all 

the miracles and experiences of Israel would ' j 
re-enacted when the Messiah appeared. They 
found more Messianic prophecies in the Old 
Testament than we do, but they interpreted 
them all politically rather than spiritually ; 
they were looking for the exaltation of 1st æl 
rather than the salvation of the world. Their 
view of sin was superficial, they believed 
every man could overcome sin and gain eter
nal life by study and good works. Conse
quently they found no place for the priestly 
office of the Messiah, and even His prophetical 
claims were entirely overshadowed by His 
kingly dignity. They believed that the 
Messiah was already living in the presence of 
Cod, being one of the seven things created 
lief ore the world, that He was far above all 
the servants of Clod, even the angels, and 
sometimes the ineffable name of Jehovah is 
applied to Him, but they never held that He 
was actually divine. His birth on earth 
would be unknown to His contemporaries, 
and an element of mystery would always sur
round Him. He would be preceded by a 
messenger who would purify Israel. All 
the scattered triltes will l)c gathered home 
and the temple rebuilt. Then will ensue a 
time of forgiveness, holiness and peace, when 
the Messiah will abolish the old law and set 
up one of His own.
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APPLICATION
Go and shew John, v. 4 ' When Alexander 

the Great was marching to conquer Persia, 
and the barriers of ice and snow prevented 

progress, the soldiers became 
ofFstth1***0" discouraged, and finally sat 

down, refusing to go another 
step. Seeing this, Alexander got off his 
horse, took a pick, and began himself to cut 
his way through the ice. The men looked 
on in wonder. After a time the officers joined 
with their general. Then the whole army 
took courage, and began with cheers to make 
fresh attacks on the wintry obstacles. It 
was not long till the road was cleared, and 
on they went to victory. So, when we are 
cast down in spirit, the thing to do is to take 
a look at Jesus. Or when we find a friend 
cast down, the thing to do is to get him to take 
a look at Jesus. No despair can stand against 
the assurance of His power and love any more 
than the darkness can resist the dawning sun.

Things which ye do hear and see, v. 4. Eigh
teen years ago, two missionaries went to a 
savage tribe of Indians in the interior of South 

America. They were welcomed 
oH3od"Wer by another missionary who had 

gone there before them. The 
government of Paraguay had long tried to 
sulxluc these Indians by force, but had utterly 
failed. A scientific party went into the coun
try, and only two of them returned alive. 
The people hated the name Christian, I «-cause 
they had been so cheated in trade by traders 
who bore that name. Six months after, one 
of the missionaries was able to bring his wife 
to live amongst the Indians in perfect safety. 
The savages who had defied the power of the 
government, backed up by soldiers and can
non, yielded to the influence of the gospel, and 
so Incarne peaceful and law-abiding citizens. 
Wherever it goes, the gospel proves its power 
to transform character at its worst and ele
vate society at its lowest.

The /wot have good tidings (Rev. Ver.), v. 5. 
In the summer of 18,'lfl, the British Parliament 
was discussing a bill to abolish slavery in the 

West Indies. One can picture 
Good News '^e eagerness with which the 

slaves on those far-away islands 
awaited the result of the discussion. With 
the landing of every ship the anxious question

was asked, “ What has Parliament deckled ?” 
At last a ship came bringing the proclamation 
of freedom. The captain himself was so re
joiced over the news, that he could not wait to 
land, but shouted from far out on the sea to 
the waiting people on shore, “ Freedom ! 
Freedom! Freedom !" Jesus has entrusted 
to us the gospel,—the good tidings of freedom 
from the bondage of sin for all people the 
world round. How eager we should be to 
carry the proclamation to every waiting, 
weary heart.

The violent take it by force, v. 12. Enthus
iasm is a winning power. In a famous battle, 
one of the opposing armies held a strong posi

tion on a lofty height ; but they 
Enthusiasm were swept away by a charge 

made by the enemy with an 
irresistible dash that won the victory. When 
the battle was over, the commander-in-chief 
of the victorious army sent for one of his 
officers and asked him, “ Did you order that 
charge ?” The answer was, “ No !” The 
same question was put to two other officers, 
and the same reply was received. The truth 
was that the soldiers were fille- with such 
enthusiasm that nothing could stop them. 
They leaped into the fray, defying danger 
and death, and snatched the victory from the 
foe. When all the members of the church are 
so overflowing with en; husiasm that they will 
go forward, not waiting for the commands, the 
world will soon be conquered for Christ.

Eating and drinking, v. 19. Ruskin tells 
us that, when excavations were made around 
a church in Venice, an inscription was un

covered on which was written, 
Every-day “Around this church, let the 

merchant s weights be true, his 
contracts just, and his judgments without 
guile.” Our religion is to be taken into every 
part of our lives. Luther was right when he 
said that no man is more worldly than a 
Christian ; for our Christianity is not genuine 
unless it reaches and influences all our activi
ties and all our intercourse with others. The 
coat which Jesus wore, was woven of one piece, 
without seam and indivisible. So there can 
be no division in the life of a true follower of 
His. It all belongs to Him, and is all under 
the control of His Spirit.
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TEACHING HINTS
This section embraces teaching material 

for the various grades in the School.

For Teachers of Bible Classes
Review the Lessons bearing on the life of 

John, briefly dwelling upon the discipline of 
the desert and the after discipline of the 
dungeon.

Dungeon Doubts. Why this enquiry from 
John ? The gloom of the prison had entered 
into his soul, and confidence gave place to 
doubt. The stern forerunner, impatient to 
witness the wind and fire of Messianic judg
ment, could not understand the methods of 
Jesus in spite of the miracles. Surely the 
anointed of God would at least exert His 
divine power to release His faithful herald 
from the chains of Herod. Perhaps after all 
Jesus was only another forerunner superior 
to himself. The teacher will lead the class, 
along the lines here suggested, in a discussion 
of the doubts of our Lord's great forerunner, 
drawing as much as possible from the scholars 
by questions and suggestive hints.

The Message in the Miracles. Why did the 
Master not relieve the anxiety of John by 
boldly declaring Himself the Messiah ? (1) 
To use the words of our Lord, “ Mine hour is 
not yet come." (2) The Baptist might have 
l>een satisfied waiting in hope, but he would 
be clinging to the old delusion. (3) It was 
impossible for Jesus in a few words to correct 
these false notions of the Baptist. His ans
wer simply meant, “All the evidence is I adore 
you, examine it again more carefully, con
sider how I am fulfilling prophecy peculiarly 
Messianic, strive to recast your former views 
on the Christ in your prison meditations until 
they emerge in harmony with My present 
life." Jesus answers all our doubts in the 
same way, by the miracles performed on the 
lives of men. As before, the points in this 
paragraph are suggested as lines for question 
and discussion.

Christ’s Estimate of His Forerunner. He 
praises the sincerity and rugged strength of 
John’s character. A true prophet was he. 
But the office was greater than the man. It 
made him more than a prophet. John, how
ever, was conscious of his own unworthiness, 
and his humility added to his greatness.

Christ's Estimate of the Pharisees. They 
were merely playing with religious forms in 
the synagogue and on the street corners. 
When the living faith was offered to them, 
they were the worst of hypocrites. Instead 
of examining the gospel message, they tried to 
excuse their rejection of it by professing to 
find trivial faults in the manner of the messen
gers. When men seek to justify their refusal 
of salvation, they only deepen their guilt. 
Press home the truth, that people are kept 
from accepting the gospel salvation offered to 
them, not so frequently from the difficulty of 
understanding, as from unwillingness to fall 
in with its conditions.

For Teachers of the Senior Scholars
John the Baptist’s condemnation of Herod 

had led to his arrest and imprisonment. In 
some way or other he used to hear in his pri
son what Jesus was doing, how He was going 
up and down the land teaching and preaching. 
John seems to have l>een disappointed in 
what he heard. A feeling of doubt crept into 
his heart. The points which ma)- be brought 
out, by question and discussion, are such as 
the following :

1. John’s Question, v. 3. This was a strange 
question for John to ask. Had not John 
baptized Jesus and had he not seen the dove 
descend, and had he not heard the divine 
voice at the baptism (ch. 3 : 13-17), and had 
he not proclaimed Jesus as the Lamb of God 
that taketh away the sin of the world 7 (See 
John 1 : 29.) How can we account for this 
question ? Perhaps the kind of work that 
Jesus was doing was not the kind that John 
hail planned for Jesus to do. John’s ministry 
was largely a ministry of condemnation : 
the ministry of Jesus was a ministry of love. 
We are always disturbed when God does not 
carry out our plans. The life Jesus lived was 
not the kind of life John himself had lived. 
John’s life was solitary, ascetic : Christ’s life 
was social, human, too human for John. 
Perhaps John was depressed by his long im
prisonment and his doubts were the result of 
his physical depression. We know how our 
spiritual life is affected by our physical con
dition.

2. Ch.ist's Answer, vs. 4-6. At first it
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seems like a strange answer to John’s strange 
question. It would have been easier for 
Jesus to have said, “ I am the Messiah.” 
He did say so to the woman of Samaria (John 
4 : 26), and to the man bom blind, John 9 : 
37. Why did He not answer John in this 
way 7 For some reason this indirect answer 
was the best and most convincing to the per
son asking the question. Deeds are more 
convincing than words. What we do is usual
ly a good explanation of who we are.

3. Christ's Estimate of John's Character, 
vs. 7-11. Talk about the men surnamed 
“ the Great", and compare them with John 
in spirituality, in singleness of purpose, in 
disinterestedness, in heroic self-denial. God’s 
way to be great is to be good. “ 'Tis only 
noble to be good.”

For Teachers of !.he Boys and Girls
Introduce the Lesson by this story quoted 

by Peloubet. A weaver had made an elabor
ate piece of tapestry, and hung it, over night, 
in his yard, on tenter hooks. Next morning 
it was found to have been stolen. A piece of 
tapestry was found by the officers that seemed 
to answer the description, but positive proof 
was required. It was brought to the weaver’s 
yard, and the perforations were found to cor
respond precisely to the tenter hooks. No 
further proof was required.

Now ask the scholars for the question with 
which John the Baptist’s disciples came to 
Jesus from their master in prison—whether 
or not He were the Messiah. Discuss Jesus’

twofold answer, the answer of deeds (Luke 
7 :21) and the answer in words. Turn up 
the passages in Isaiah quoted by Jesus fsee 
Exposition). These, John knew, referi . to 
the Messiah. It was as if Jesus placed His 
words and deeds alongside that Old Testament 
description, and asked John to judge whether 
they did not agree.

The second part of the Lesson tells of Jesus’ 
conversation with the multitudes about John. 
First, He points out the greatness of the 
Baptist. Bring out the features of the fore
runner’s character, as these are suggested in 
the questions and answers of vs. 7-10. But, 
after praising John so unstintingly, the Sav
iour goes on (v. 11) to say that the least in His 
kingdom is greater than John. The point to 
make clear is, that the spirit of Jesus and His 
kingdom, in its gentleness and graciousness, 
is greater and nobler than the sternness which 
marked John the Baptist.

Call attention to the vivid picture of vs. 
12, 13. Jesus has now come, and His king
dom has been ushered in. It is those who 
feel their need of Him and seek Him in dead 
earnest, who enter into, and become members 
of that kingdom. Show how like the people 
in Jesus’ day were to those of our own time 
(see vs. 16-19). Instead of heeding and 
obeying the message brought, first by John 
and then by Jesus, they found fault with the 
messengers.

Are we not sure that Jesus is the Saviour ? 
Then should not each of us take Him as his 
own Saviour ? Make this the final appeal.

THE GEOGRAPHY LESSON
[Skk Sketch Map, Lesson II.]

“The situation of Machærus is at the north
ern extremity of Jebel Attarus, one of the 
highest ridges of the Moabite range. It is 
seven miles from the Dead Sea, and is 
about 3,800 feet above its surface. From 
this outlook may be seen, in distinct outline, 
the whole of the western shore of the Sea, 
the Wilderness of Judea, and the mountains 
of Judea from Hebron to the higher eleva
tions north of Jerusalem." From Under
wood’s stereograph, Marvelous Gorge of Brook 
Cherith and Elijah Convent, east of the 
Jordan (see map, circle 17), an idea may 
be formed of the region about Machærus.

Here a frontier fortress was built at the 
beginning of the century preceding the birth 
of Christ. “The.unusual advantages of the 
place as a frontier fortress and as a place of 
refuge in time of danger, were noted by Herod 
the Great, soon after his accession to power, 
and under his direction Machærus was rebuilt 
on a larger scale and fortified with massive 
walls and towers. At the other end of the 
narrow ridge on which the citadel was erected 
Herod built a grand palace of costly material 
and workmanship, surrounding it with a great 
wall, the towers of which are said to have l>een 
200 feet high at *’ ? comers.
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ADDED HINTS AND HELPS
1 n this section will 1n> found further assist

ance under various headings.
Something to Look Up

1. A great prophet, speaking of John the 
Baptist long la-fore he came, used the words, 
“ The voice of him that crieth in the wilder
ness”. Find these words in the Old Testa
ment.

2. Find in the Book of Acts an account of 
twelve disciples of John the Baptist who lie- 
came followers of Jesus.

ANSWERS, Lesson II.—(1) John 1 : 35-40. 
(2) Lot (Gen. 1(1 :29, 30).

For Discussion
1. What to do with doubts about Christ.
2. The character of John the Baptist.

Prove from Scripture
That Christians should be strong.

The Catechism
Ques. 53. The Third Commandment. 1. 

What is meant by “ the name of God ” ? In 
Bible times, names had a meaning, and mark
ed something peculiar in birth, character, 
fortune, or deeds. Examples are, Abraham, 
Isaac, Jact etc. Thus the name of God 
signifies that which describes and reveals 
Ilis nature and relations to men. It includes, 
therefore, not only His personal “ names ”, 
but also his “ titles, attributes, ordinances, 
word, and works”. 2. What is it to take

God’s name in vain ? This includes profane 
swearing and perjury. At the root of these 
sins is irreverence. It is against irreverence, 
therefore, in every form, that this Command
ment is directed. It may be broken by the 
thoughts and feelings of the heart as well ns 
by the careless oath and the false testimony. 

The Question on Missions 
Ques. 3. The great majority of the Chinese 

in Canada, the United States, and other 
countries, have come from the Province of 
Kwong Tung. They belong, as a rule, to 
the coolie or laboring class. Those entering 
Canada, with the exception of several ex
empted classes, as college students, merchants 
and travelers, are required to pay an entrance 
tax of $500. This amount is sometimes ad
vanced by a Chinese guild, to whom it is re
funded after the immigrant has obtained 
work. Most of the Chinese entering Canada 
find employment in laundries and restaur
ants, or as household servants and gardeners. 
In the United States, Australia and other 
countries, there are many successful mer
chants and importers of Oriental goods, as well 
as students. The immigrants to Canada and 
the United States are largely men, the women 
being left at home partly because of poverty, 
and partly because they and the children are 
considered as “ adjuncts of the ancestral 
abode”.

FOR TEACHERS OF THE LITTLE ONES
Lesson Subject—King Jesus comforting a friend.
Introduction—If we put twelve strokes on the board, we will all remember our Lesson

of last Sunday. Who are these 
twelve men ? Name them. 
What arc they starting out to 
do ? Who sent them to be mis
sionaries ? To whom were they 
sent ? How were they to l>e 
supported ? What promise was 
given to those who should help 
the twelve missionaries ? What 
promise to all who should be 
kind to Jesus’ followers ?

Lesson—Print, John the 
Baptist, and recall all you can 
remember about him. Describe 
his going about preparing the 
way for the coming of Jesus

ÀJESUS »tV YWRAlSth

SAVIOUR.
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amongst the people, telling them to repent 
of their sins and get ready to receive Jesus. 
Now we’ll outline the fortress of Machærus 
by the sea. Herod, the wicked king, had 
put John the Baptist into this prison (ch. 
14 : 3). Shut up there in that lonely prison, 
John iiegan rto wonder if the real Saviour 
had really come, or if the promised One was 
yet to come. John heard stories about 
Jesus teaching and preaching and healing and 
forgiving sinners, and this was not just 
what he had expected that King Jesus would 
do. John expected that Jesus would be stern 
and angry with those who did wrong, and in
stead, He was gentle ami patient and for
giving towards wrong-doers. “ Can this 
really be the One for whom I was sent to 
prepare the way ? I’ll send two of my 
friends to Jesus and ask Him if He is really 
the promi ied Saviour.” After Jesus sent out 
the twelve missionaries, he went away from 
Capernaum to visit and preach in other cities. 
Now we see the two friends of John the Bap
tist coming to Jesus with the question, “Are 
you really the One we were looking for ?”

A Message of Comfort—Jesus sent back a 
message of comfort to John. He told the 
men to go back and tell John all that He was 
doing (v. 5). This showed that Jesus was 
the real Son of God. No one else could do

these things that He was doing. Jesus said 
that all would l>e blessed who believed and 
trusted in Him. No doubt this comforted 
John, and made him more trusting in Jesus. 
Not long after this the wicked Herod caused 
John to be put to death.

Sing or Repeat—
“ Courage, brother ! do not stumble, 

Though thy path be dark as night ;
There’s a star to guide the humble,— 

Trust in God, and do the right."
Comfort for Us All—This message is also 

for us. When we listen to Jesus’ words and 
hear of all the wonderful deeds He did, we 
are sure that He is the true promised One and 
He is our only Saviour.

Golden Text—This may lie read to the chil
dren. It is too difficult for them to remember. 
Explain in simple words the meaning of it. 
Teach the thought contained in 2 Cor. 1:4. 
Jesus is the Great Comforter. He comforts 
us in all our troubles if we pray to Him. He 
will give us peace and joy in our hearts.

Comfort One Another—Jesus wants us to do 
lor others what He does for us—to comfort 
and help all who neeil it, especially to tell 
them about Jesus and lead them to pray to 
Him for help.

Something to Think About—Jesus is the l>est 
Comforter.

FROM THE PLATFORM

DOUBTING
In The Pilgrim's Progress, the two pilgrims, Christian and Hopeful, fell into the power of 

Giant Despair, who locked them up in a gloomy dungeon. On Saturday, about midnight, they 
l>egan to pray, and continued in prayer until almost the break of day. Then Christian sud
denly broke out, “What a fool am I, thus to lie in a dungeon when I may as well walk at liberty ! 
I have a key in my bosom that will, I am persuaded, open any lock in Doubting Castle.” 
Then said Hopeful, “That is good news, my brother; pluck it out of thy bosom and try." And 
as Christian turned the key, the door flew open, and he and Hopeful both came out. The 
key was Faith, and we may all have it. When doubts about Jesus' power and grace come into 
our hearts, we have but to put Him to the test, by trusting Him to do something for us, and 
our doubts will vanish.
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Lesson IV. WARNING AND INVITATION April 24, 1910
Matthew 11 : 20-30. Commit to memory vs. 28-30.

GOLDEN TEXT—Come unto me,all ye that labour and are heavy laden, and I will give you rest.—Matthew 11: 28.
20 Then began he to upbraid the cities wherein 

mast of his mighty works were done, because they 
repented not :

21 Woe unto thee, Chora'zin 1 woe unto thee, 
Bethsa'ida ! for if the mighty works *, which were 
done in you, had been done in Tyre and Si'don, they 
would have rejiented long ago in sackcloth and ashes.

22 2 But I say unto von, It shall be more tolerable 
for Tyre and Si Mon 3 at the day of judgment, than 
foi you.

£1 And thou, Caper'naum, 4 which art exalted 
unto heaven, shall be brought down to hell : for if 
the mighty 6 works, which have been done in thee, 
had been done in Sod'om, it would have remained 
until this day.

24 2 But 1 say unto you. That it shall be more 
tolerable for the land of Sod'om in the day of judg
ment, than for thee.

25 At that • time Je 'sus answered and said, I 
thank thee, O Father, Lord of heaven and earth, 
7 because thou hast hid these things from the wise 
and * prudent, and hast revealed them unto babes.

26 • Even so, Father : for so it 10 seemed good 
in thy sight.

27 All things 11 are delivered unto me of my 
Fatner : and 12 no man knoweth the Son, 13 but the 
Father : neither 14 knoweth any man the Father, 
save the Son, and he to whomsoever the Son ** will 
reveal him.

28 Come unto me, all ye that labour and are heavy 
laden, and I will give you rest.

29 Take my yoke upon you, and learn of me : 
for I am meek and lowly in heart : and ye shall find 
rest unto your souls.

30 For my yoke is easy, and my burden is light.
Revised Version—* had been done in Tyre and Sidon which were done in you ; 2 Howheit ; * in ; 4 shall 

thou be exalted unto heaven ? thou shaft go down unto Hades ; 4 works had l>een done in Sodom which were 
done in thee ; • season ; 7 that thou didst hide ; 8 understanding, and didst reveal ; v vea, Father ; 10 was 
well-pleasing ; 11 have l»een ; 12 no one knoweth ; 13 save ; 14 doth any know ; •* willeth to reveal him.

LESSON PLAN
I. Warning, 20-24.

II. Thank g.ving, 25-27.
III. Invitation, 28-30.

DAILY READINGS
(By courtesy of I. B. R. Association)

M.—Warning and invitation, Matt. 11 : 20-30. 
T. Judgment on pride, Ezek. 28: 1-10. W.— 
Rebellious children, Isa. 1: 1-9. Th. - Privileges 
despised, Ps. 81 : 8-16. F. -Not by worldly wisdom, 
1 Cor. 1 : 18-31. 8.—Life by coining, John 6 : 35-45. 
8.—Free invitation, Isa. 55.

Shorter Catechism -Review Queslions 51-53. 
The Question on Missions 4. What is the 

effect on the Chinese of residence in a foreign land ?

Those who go abroad c.’ n prosper, and are able to 
assist those at home. * hey generally adopt foreign 
clothes and manners, and learn the language of the 
country where they live. Many also become in
structed in the truths of Christianity.

Lesson Hymns — Book of Praise, 140 (Supple
mental lesson); 138 ; 142 ; 31 (Ps. Sel.) ; 142 (from 
Primary Quarterly): 139.

Special Scripture Reading -Isa. 42 : 1-7. (To 
be read responsively or in concert by the whole 
School.)

Lantern Slides -For Lesson, B. 133, “Come un
to Me, all ye that labour ”, Matt. 11: 28. For 
Question on Missions, C. 172, Group of Toronto 
Chinese.

Stereographs -For lesson, Site of Chorazin (Un
derwood & Underwood, see i>age 165).

EXPOSITION
Time and Place—A.D. 29 ; Galilee.
Connecting Links—To-day’s Lesson fol

lows closely upon the last Lesson.
I Warning, 20-24.

V. 20. Then. The occasion of these words 
is unknown. Jesus had already visited 
many towns of Galilee and done many mighty 
works. Repented not. In many cases His 
preaching had been without apparent result. 
The people showed no permanent change of 
heart and life.

V. 21. Chorazin ; north of Capernaum on 
the road to Tyre. Bethsaida ; on the eastern 
shore of the Jordan just before it empties into 
the Lake. These were prosperous cities, 
representing the commercial side of Jewish 
life. Tyre ; a flourishing Phenician city on 
the Mediterranean. Sidon ; a city long 
famous for its trade and wealth, near the 
Mediterranean on the borders of Judea. 
These cities had often l>een rebuked by the 
prophets for their lack of religion. (See Isa. 
23 :4 ; 23 : 5, 8, 15, 17 ; Joel 3:4; Jer.

47 : 4.) Chorazin and Bethsaida had the same 
commercial spirit. This was unfavorable to 
the spiritual teaching of Jesus. Sackcloth 
and ashes ; wearing black sackcloth and with 
ashes on the head, an emblem of penitence.

V. 23. Capernaum. . exalted unto heaven ; 
specially favored as the centre of Jesus’ early 
ministry. But its trading spirit was unre- 
ceptive of religion. Doum to hell ; a proverb
ial expression for the deepest degradation. 
The reference is to the judgment day of Israel, 
in "hich this beautiful city will be involved. 
II. Thanksgiving, 25-27.

Vs. 25, 26. Jestis answered ; not necessarily 
to anything said, but to a situation that called 
forth such thought. Thank thee ; literally, 
“ make full confession of Thee”. It involves 
resignation, as well as thanksgiving. ITise 
and prudent (Rev. Ver., “understanding”); 
such as the rabbis and scribes. Religious 
truth is revealed not to those who are wise 
in their own conceit, but to those with the 
meekness of children and the childlike desire



i9io Warning and Invitation 189

to know. This is a law of God’s dealings with 
men. Babes ; those who are as ignorant of 
the scribes’ learning, as are babes. A sense of 
ignorance is the first condition of learning. 
It seemed good. This law of the religious 
world represents the divine purpose, with 
which Jesus was ever in perfect agreement.

V. 27. AU things ; necessary for establish
ing the kingdom. Jesus expresses absolute 
confidence in the future of His cause. My 
Father. He was God's Son in a unique sense. 
But the Father. Jesus was misunderstood 
even by His own disciples and family, but the 
Father knew Him thoroughly. This assur
ance accounts for His marvelous composure. 
Son will reveal him. Jesus claims here to be 
the supreme Revealer of God as Father. 
History justifies the claim.
III. Invitation, 28-30.

V. 28. Come unto me ; as the Revealer 
of the Father. Labour and are heavy laden. 
The invitation may be taken very generally, 
but in its setting here it is addressed primarily 
to those fatigued and burdened with the vain 
search for the knowledge of God. Rest ; 
such as is found by passing from the letter of 
the scribes to the spirit of Jesus, from opinions 
about God to experience of His Fatherhood.

V. 29. Take my yoke ; a current expression 
among the rabbis—“ Become My disciples.” 
Learn of me ; take Me as your Master in re
ligion. Meek and lowly in heart ; Jesus’ 
qualification to be a religious teacher. The 
proud man cannot know God, Pa. 138 :6. 
Rest unto your souls ; the satisfaction of your 
desire for the knowledge of God.

V. 30. My yoke is easy. Christ's doctrine 
of God fits the spiritual nature of man. It

satisfies mind, heart and conscience. My 
burden is light ; as contrasted with the legal
ism of the scribes. The ideals of Jesus are 
the highest. Is not the obligation they im
pose, then, the heaviest 7 In one sense only. 
Spiritual ideals inspire and attract. The 
pursuit of them is a joy. Legal duties are 
oppressive.

Light from the East
Yoke—Is a beam of wood laid across the 

necks of oxen just where the shoulders begin, 
and is held in its place by two pins, called in 
the Bible “ bars ” or “ bands”, one on each 
side of the neck and the ends of them connect
ed by a thong. Two smaller pegs in the mid
dle of the upper side held in position a ring 
of rope or leather which is passed over the 
end of the pole of the plough, and which 
again is kept in place by a pin through it. 
The yoke came to be a figure of authority or 
of oppression. The Jews were under the yoke 
of the law, of Rome, and of sin. The yoke 
of Jesus was the welfare of man, and was tied 
on by the cords of love.

Burden—In many countries in early times, 
as in Central Africa and Korea still, goods 
were transported from one place to another 
on the hacks of porters, who were engaged 
for the journey or who followed carrying as a 
business, over a certain route. Each man 
had a certain load assigned to him, and so the 
expression became proverbial for hard labor, 
or exacting responsibility. The service which 
Christ expects of His followers is much lighter 
than the troublesome ritualism of the Phari
sees, and is much easier than those outside 
suppose it to be.

APPLICATION
The cities, v. 20. More and more the cities 

are taking the commanding place in our 
country. Nearly half the population of 

Canada is in cities of eight 
City Peril» thousand or over. And they 

are the most dangerous places 
to live in. Every day some young man or 
woman is sucked into the whirlpools of temp
tation which exist in the cities. The young 
people who leave their country homes to work 
or study in the cities are like trees which have 
been transplanted from gardens into open

fields. The old shelter, the old comradeship 
is gone. It is so easy to get into foolish com
pany, to forget the principles of right living, 
that many come to a moral smash-up, who 
might have stayed on the track at home. Be 
sure you take your Bible with you to the city, 
and read it more carefully there than before 
you went. Don’t let wholesome memories 
die. Don’t forsake your parents' God, but 
take Him as your God and Guide.

Chorazin. Bethsaida. v. 21. A community 
may do wrong as well as a person. It is said
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" Not
Steal Logs *

hardened '

that a preacher in a community where the 
main business was to get out 
and market logs, and where the 
sin of the community was steal

ing logs, preached often on the text, “ Thou 
«halt not steal.” No change resulted in the 
habits of the people. They were honest 
enough, with each other, but they looked on 
the big lumbering companies in their midst 
as their rightful prey. At last he decided 
that he would tit his text to the settlement, 
and so he said, “ Brethren, my text to-day 
reads, ‘Thou shall not steal—logs.’ ” It is not 
enough for us to ask, “What wrong are we do
ing more than others ?” We ought also to 
ask, “ What wrong are we doing like other 
people ?” And it may happen that the latter 
question will drive the probe deeper than the 
former.

More tolerable, v. 21. Did you ever see the 
process of hardening iron into steel. It is a 
mixture of heat and cold, judiciously applied 

and repeated till the mass of 
metal is rendered like adamant, 
and will not crush beneath the 

weight of a huge locomotive, or can take an 
edge like a razor. Moral hardening is a 
similar process, with an alternation of good 
and evil influences. It is not the good alone 
nor the evil alone, that hardens. It is the 
evil chosen instead of the good, the good set 
aside for the evil, that hardens. Thus the 
Sunday School may play its part in making 
us worse. There is a kind of person who is 
called " gospel-hardened". He has rejected 
the messages of divine love so often, that he 
needs no longer to refuse, his nature acts 
automatically.

Come unto me, v. 28. Thousands of visitors 
go to Copenhagen every year to see a famous 
statue which stands in a church of that city.

The statue, which is the work 
Close to Jesus of the great Danish sculptor 

Thorwaldsen, represents the 
Saviour holding out His hands to the weary 
and heavy laden. One of these visitors stood 
lieforc the masterpiece, and seemed not to be 
satisfied. He had expected to find it more 
beautiful. At last, a child who had noticed 
his disappointed expression, said to him, 
“ You must go close to it, and kneel down and 
look up into the faee.” The visitor did as the

The Two 
Pictures

Follow the 
Prescription

child said, and at once he saw the wonderful 
beauty of the statue. It is when we get close 
to Jesus, trusting Him and doing His will, 
that we see how lovely He is.

I will give you rest, v. 28. “ Two painters ”,
—says Professor Henry Drummond, "each 
painted a picture to illustrate his conception 

of rest. The first chose for his 
scene a still, lone lake, among 
the far-off mountains. The 

second threw on his canvas a thundering 
waterfall, with a fragile birch tree bending 
over the lo.<m ; at the fork of the branch, 
almost wet with the cataract’s spray, a robin 
sat on its nest. The first was only Stagna
tion ; the last was Rest." Jesus does not 
call us away from the busy world, with its 
pleasures and its tasks, that we may find 
rest ; but in our busiest days, he gives us 
the rest of a calm and peaceful heart.

Take . . learn, v. 29. Imagine a person 
afflicted with some deep-seated disease going 
to consult some famous doctor. The doctor 

examines the patient, writes him 
a prescription, and tells him that 
this will cure him. But the sick 

one flings the prescription into the fire. Who 
but himself is to blame, if he does not become 
well. So the great Physician tells us in this 
verse how we may be cured of worry and fret, 
and have true rest of soul. We must follow 
H is prescription if we would enjoy the blessing.

Meek, v. 29. The old Greeks called a colt 
“ meek ” when it had been broken in, and no 
longer raced about the wide field in useless 

liberty. The colt’s strength was
ofhMefknessh not I®886061! i waa only kept 

within bounds and surrendered 
to useful service. So the blessed Lord Jesus 
pictures Himself as bringing His infinite 
strength to the help of the weary and ex
hausted. He stands ready to be harnessed 
to our load. He offers to bear our burden. 
With such a Helper, we need never lie discour
aged. With His aid, we can face any hill of 
difficulty.

My yoke in cany, v. 80. “ Lined with love”,
Matthew Henry quaintly descril)ex the 

“ easy ” yoke of Jesus. The 
yoke is that which binds us to 
our daily task. When we look 

upon our everyday work as something which

“ Lined With 
Love M



1910 Warning and Invitation 19'

wo are compelled to do, then the yoke is smallest duties out of love to our Lord and 
heavy and irksome. But when we do the our fellows, the yoke at once l>ecomes easy.

TEACHING HINTS
This section embraces teaching material 

for the various grades in the School.

For Teachers of Bible Classes
The two topics about which the discussion 

may centre are : (1) Triumph in Prayer ; 
(2) The Self-assertion of Jesus. The teacher 
may direct the conversation along some such 
lines as the following :

1. Triumph in Prayer. The Master's re
jection by the tialileans weighed heavily upon 
the heart of the Master, until He gave 
full expression to His feelings in words of 
righteous denunciation, vs. 20-24. And yet, 
for all the storm of the chapter, the closing 
verses breathe a quiet contentment. What 
effected so sudden and complete a change of 
tone and so pronounced a reversal of feeling ? 
The secret lies revealed in v. 25. Our 
Saviour prayed to His Father. Jesus entered 
the invisible Shekinah, and when He came 
forth to the world again, all strife of soul had 
died away. His sinless Being was so empow
ered and overflowing with heavenly joy, that 
He yearned for all the world to share it. Can 
we not fancy the appealing attitude, with His 
arms outstretched forming the very cross of 
love ? The gracious invitation (vs. 28-30) 
went forth to the mixed multitudes of Caper
naum still absorbed in the things of earth, to 
t he poor and needy despairing of any deliver
ance from the many forms of oppressions laid 
upon them, to the disciples struggling in the 
twilight of faith, and even to the Pharisees 
t hough busy plotting some new charge against 
Him. Reflect upon what prayer did for 
Jesus in His hour of grievous trouble, and if 
it was so needful for the sinless Son of God, 
how much more for us. Prayer is the wide 
open gateway into rest for the soul.

1. The Self-assertion of Jesus. Christ openly 
declares His divine authority in this Lesson. 
(1) In the stern denunciations against the 
cities of Galilee, He assumes the role of a 
prophet foretelling the impending judgment 
of God. Yet more than a prophet, the Mes
siah is self-asserted in that authoritative, 
“ I say unto you", v. 24. (2) In the prayer

which follows, it is the Son speaking to the 
Father, declaring an intimacy which no man 
could ever hope to share with God. (3) In 
the gracious invitation, it is the divine Sav
iour who bids all sin-troubled, God-seeking 
humanity to come unto Him to have all sin 
removed, all seeking satisfied. (4) Last of 
all, He who claims deity declares Himself the 
absolute of humility,—“ I am meek and 
lowly.”

For Teachers of the Senior Scholars
There is something in the Lesson passage 

which makes us feel how completely Jesus 
understands us and sympathizes with us 
when we get discouraged, when we think that 
all our best efforts are vain. Every one who 
tries to do much for God and man knows how 
Jesus felt that day. (See Isa. 49 : 4.)

1. A Solemn Warning, vs. 20-24. Some 
people have a genius for upbraiding : it is 
their forte ; but this was not true of Jesus. 
His heart was so abounding in love, that His 
ministry was full of sweet constraints rather 
than severe condemnations. The wooing note 
was the keynote. But there were times 
when it was necessary for “ gentle Jesus, 
meek and mild”, to upbraid. His upbraid- 
ings were always upbraidings of love.

(1) Dwell upon the privileges which these 
favored Galil- an cities had enjoyed in having 
Jesus so much with them. How do our privi
leges compare with’those of heathen lands ?

(2) Their responsibility was proportionate 
to their privileges. Make much of this sol
emn thought. To be brought up in a good 
Christian home, to live in a Christian land, 
makes life a serious business. We can under
stand the man who had failed in life saying 
when dying, “ I wish I had been born in a 
heathen land : dying then would be easier.”

2. An Earnest Prayer, vs. 25-27. This 
prayer was an answer to some expression of 
surprise on the part of those who had listened 
to His upbraidings, or perhaps to the thoughts 
of His own heart. He had grieved over those 
who had rejected Him ; He rejoiced over 
those who had accepted Him..
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Jesus does not thank the Father for hiding 
the gospel from any one, for He loves the whole 
world ; but His prayer is one of thanksgiving, 
that some childlike souls had received His 
message. Note Christ’s beautiful submission 
to tin Father’s will, and His conception of His 
relationship to the Father, and His mission in 
the world to reveal the Father.

3. A Gracious Invitation, vs. 28-30. Show 
how Christ has made the physical burdens of 
life lighter. The physical conditions of life 
always improve wherever the gospel gets a 
fair chance. The rest which Christ gives is 
spiritual as well as physical, the rest of for
giveness, the rest of fellowship human and 
divine, and the rest which comes to the heart 
through Christian service.

For Teachers of the Boys and Girls
Show the scholars the sketch map on page 

170, and have them pick out the five cities 
of Galilee and Phenicia named in the Les
son. (Bethsaida, which is not marked on the 
map, lay on the northeastern shore of the Sea 
of Galilee near where the Jordan enters it.) 
The following line of questioning is suggested.

Which of these cities did Jesus rebuke ? 
For what did He rebuke them ? Why were 
the people of these cities so greatly to blame ? 
With what ancient cities were these cities 
compared ? What had happened to Tyre and 
Sidon ? Why 7 What did Jesus say their 
people would have done had they^ seen His 
mighty works 7 In which of the Galilean 
cities had Jesus made His home 7 How

highly did He say it had therefore been exalt
ed ? How low did he say it would fa!1 7 With 
what very wicked city of ancient times did 
He compare Capernaum 7 Which of the two 
did He say would be judged more severely 7

Did all the people of thase Galilean cities 
reject Jesus ? To whom did He liken those 
who accepted His teachings ? Who are 
meant by “ halies ” 7 Who had made known 
to them Jesus' meaning ? From whom was 
that meaning hid 7 What did Jesus say 
had been given to Him, and by whom ? By 
what title did He call Himself ? What .:tlc 
did He use of God 7 Who alone fully knew 
the Son ? Who alone the Father 7

What invitation did Jesus give ? To whom 
did He give it ? Who are meant by these ? 
With what promise was the invitation accom
panied ? What did Jesus bid His disciples 
take upon them 7 Of whom were they to 
learn 7 For what is a yoke used ? For 
what, therefore, did Jesus promise help 7 
In what spirit did He bear His own bur
dens ? What effect will the same spirit have 
upon our burdens ?

Having brought out the meaning of the 
Lesson passage by some such course of ques
tioning as this, enforce the truth, that where- 
ever Jesus comes, people are divided into two 
classes,—those who reject and those who ac
cept Him. The Lesson pictures the sad 
doom of those who reject the Saviour, and the 
peace and joy of His true followers ? The 
class we are in must !>e decided by our own 
choice.

THE GEOGRAPHY LESSON
[See Sketch Maps, Lessons I. and IL]

One of the cities which Jesus rebuked for 
their unbelief was Chorazin, situated probably 
north of the Sea of Galilee, about two miles 
from Capernaum. A short paved road ran 
from the town to the great caravan road lead
ing past the Sea of Galilee to Damascus. The 
Underwood stereograph, Site of Chorazin 
(see circle 23) shows southward from Chorazin 
a steep bank of weather-worn stones leading 
to long slopes, grass-grown and free from 
stones, beyond which is the Sea of Galilee.

Sodom was one of the Five Cities of the 
Plain in the time of Abraham, the other four 
being Gomorrah, Admah, Zeboim and Zoar

(see Gen. 14 : 2). It is not certain whether 
they were at the north or south end of the 
Dead Sea. The whole region about these cities 
abounds in bitumen, sulphur and salt. All of 
these cities, with the exception of Zoar, were 
destroyed by God for the wickedness of their 
people. This destruction seems to have been 
brought about by a terrible eruption and con
flagration, compared to the explosion of gas 
which sometimes takes place in oil wells, 
“ carrying high up into the air masses of'the 
oil which fall back in fiery rain, and are so 
inextinguishable that they will float afire on 
water”.
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ADDED HINTS AND HELPS
In this section will be found further assist

ance under various headings.
Something to Look Up

1. One of the old prophets warns and in
vites us to seek the Lord while He may be 
found, and call upon Him while He is near. 
Find these words.

2. Read in Genesis the two verses that tell 
us what Sodom’s punishment was.

ANSWERS, Lesson III —(1) Isa. 40 : 3. 
(2) Acts 19 :1-7.

For Discussion
1. Privileges which increase our responsibil

ity.
2. How Jesus helps in burden bearing.

Prove from Scripture
That Jesus gives peace.

The Catechism
Ques. 51-53 (Review). For the purposes 

of review, group the three Questions for the 
month "niler the general heading of, Thk 
Worship ok God. Under this, we have : 1. 
The nature of worship. Emphasize the truth 
that God is a Spirit, and cannot, therefore, be 
represented by any material image or picture. 
Also, make it clear, that He requires from us 
spiritual worship, that is, worship of the mind 
and heart, and not worship that consists 
merely in outward forms. 2. The supreme 
authority in worship. This, as we have seen

(Ques. 52), belongs to God Himself. We 
have not the right to say how we shall worship 
Him, but must take our directions from His 
Word. 3. The spirit of worship. We learn 
from Ques. 53, that in our worship we must 
lie reverent. God is so great and holy, that 
it becomes us to draw near to Him with lowly 
humility and solemn awe.

The Question on laissions 
Ques. 4. The Chinese who go to foreign 

countries are, for the most part, very poor. 
As they are generally thrifty and industrious, 
and the wages they obtain many times as 
great as that earned in their native land, they 
are soon able, not only to return the amount 
borrowed for their passage and entrar -e tax, 
but also to lay up money to send to their 
families at home. Of late years a large 
majority adopt the costume and customs of 
the land of their adoption. As a knowledge 
of the language of the country in which they 
live is necessary for their intercourse with 
.he people and for the transaction of their 
. usiness, they are usually very anxious to 
acquire it. This affu Us Sunday School teach
ers and members of other Christian organiza
tions who are willing to teach them, a splendid 
opportunity for influencing them, as the help 
thus afforded disarms their prejudice and 
leaves then' in a receptive mood to listen to 
Christian teaching.

FOR TEACHERS OF THE LITTLE ONES
Lesson Subject—King Jesus giving an invitation to His friends.
Introduction—It may be best to deal only with the invitation, in teaching the little ones

(vs. 28-30). The Lesson may 
tie introduced by describing the 
manner of yoking oxen to help 
to keep them side by side, and to 
pull together the load. Have 
any of the children seen oxen ? 
In some parts of our country 
we may see a “ yoke of oxen ” 
working in the fields. In the 
days when Jesus was upon the 
earth, the oxen were used to 
plow the fields for the grain, to 
tread out the grain, to draw 
heavy loads and burdens (no 
horses were used for these pur
poses, in that land).
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Yoked for Strength— Describe the yoke made 
of two bows of wood (outline), through which 
are slipped the necks of the oxen, binding 
them closely together. The people to whom 
Jesus was speaking understood all about the 
yoking of the oxen, and Jesus always taught 
them lessons from the things they understood. 
So He told them to “ take His yoke ” upon 
them, to keep close to Him, just as if He were 
in one side of the yoke and a man in the other 
side, joined together, Jesus helping him to 
draw his load, to bear his burden. Jesus 
would take the heaviest share of the load, 
would lift the weight from the other, would 
pull the heaviest, and lead and guide the 
other.

The Knxy Yoke—Look back to the Appli
cation on v. 30. Ask the little ones what 
makes it so easy and pleasant for them to do 
things for father or mother. It is because 
they love m. Now it is just so with the 
things that Jesus bids us do. When we love 
Him, we shall never find it hard to do what 
He wishes. The "yoke ” which He puts on 
us is “ lined with love ”.

Joined to Jesus—So Jesus wants us to keep 
ourselves “ joined to Him”. He will help us 
all through our life. He will help to make 
all our burdens easier to bear. He will share 
all our joys and sorrows. But we must 
understand that we cannot see Jesus, and

cannot see the yoke. Yet He is by our side, 
helping us to bear our burdens as really as 
if we could see Him.

Holden Test—Here is an envelope. On the 
outside is the address, “All ye that labor and 
are heav> laden”. Inside we read, “ Come 
unto Me, and I will give you rest.” The 
name signed to this is “Jesus”. Here is an 
invitation and a la-autiful promise for us all. 
For the older people the verse may mean 
doubts as well as burdens, but for the little 
ones it is sufficient that Jesus is able to l>ear 
all our troubles and difficult ies. Even the little 
people have their burdens and worries. Use as 
illustrations little cares and troubles that you 
know are known to some of the children in 
the class. Jesus can keep you from fretting, 
He can keep you sweet and at peace in your 
heart.

Sing—

“ If I come to Jesus,
He will make me glad ;

He will give me pleasure,
When my heart is sad.

// / come to Jesus,
Happy I shall be,

He is gently calling 
Little ones like me."
—Hymn 553, Book of Praise

Something to Think About—Jesus gives me 
peace.

FROM THE PLATFORM

CHRIST’S YOKE
Begin with a talk about yokes. In some Schools, it may l>e necessary to explain how 

these are made and for what they arc used. A simple sketch of a yoke on the blackboard will 
be of great service. Bring out, by questioning and explanation, that yokes are made to fit 
the necks of oxen as comfortably as possible, so that they may be the better able to draw their 
loads. Now Christ puts His yoke upon us, that we may be able more easily to bear our bur
dens. It is His yoke, that is, the one He wore Himself. This just means the spirit in which 
He did His work and endured His troubles. Whatever came to Him, He was “meek and low
ly in heart ”. He did not worry or fret or murmur, liecause He knew that everything was sent 
by His loving Father. And if we have the same spirit, it will make our burden, like His, light.
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{For additional information in regard to certain of 
the places, see (ïeography lessons.)

Al-phæ'-us. 1. The father of James the 
Less. 2. The father of Matthew. Some 
identify these two persons, thus making 
James and Matthew brothers.

An'-drew. An apostle, brother of Peter
Bar-thol'-o-mew. One of the twelve 

apostles, Matt. 10 : 3 ; Mark 3 : 18 ; Luke 6 : 
14. Bartholomew was probably the sur
name of Nathanael, who was led to Jesus by 
Philip, John 1 : 45, 46.

Be el'ze-hub. “The Lord of Flies’’, a 
god worshiped in the Philistine city of Ekron 
(2 Kgs. 1:2). In the New Testament, the 
name is used of the prince of devils.

Beth-sa’-i-da. A town on the east bank 
of the Jordan just above its fall into the 
Lake of Galilee.

Ca’-na-an. The name means lowland, 
and was at first given to the low-lying roast 
line of Palestine, but afterwards to all the 
lands west of the Jordan.

Ca-pcr'-na-um. A town on the north
western shore of the Lake of Galilee.

Cho-ra'-zin. A town, probably near 
the Lake of Galilee. Along with Bethsaida 
and Capernaum, it was condemned for not 
turning its privileges to account

Christ. The Anointed One, a title cor
responding to the Hebrew name Messiah. 
It is our Lord’s official title, as Jesus is His 
personal name.

Da'-vid. The youngest son of Jesse, a 
Bethlehemite, and ti e second king of Israel.

Qal'-l-lee. The nost northerly of the 
three provinces into which the Romans 
divided Palestine. The fresh water sea, so 
famous in our Lord’s ministry, took its name 
from the province.

Oen-nes'-a-ret. A name in common use 
for the Lake of Galilee. It was also railed 
the Sea of Tiberias, John 6:1.

Gen’-tiles. Ail nations of the world other 
than the Jews.

Go-inor'-rha. One of the “cities of the 
plain” (Gen. 13 : 12) destroyed in the days 
of Abraham, Gen, 19 : 24, 25.

Her'-od. Herod Antipas, son of Herod 
the Great, who reigned at the time of our 
Lord’s birth. The son ruled over Galilee and 
Perea with the title of tetrarch.

He-ro'-di-as. The wife of Herod Philip. 
She forsook her husband, and married Herod 
Antipas, his brother.

Is'-ra-cl. A name given to Jacob and his 
descendants (see Gen. 32 : 28).

James. Called “James the Less”, Mark 
15 : 40. He was one of the twelve apostles.

James and John. Two brothers, sons of 
Zebedee, who were called, along with Peter

and Andrew, to be followers of Jesus, and 
who also became apostles.

Je'-sus. The name given to our Lord 
by direction of the angel to Joseph (Matt. 
1 : 21) and to Mary, Luke 1 : 31. It means 
“Saviour”, and expressed His special office.

John the Bap'-tlst. Son of Zarharias and 
Elizabeth ; the immediate forerunner of 
Jesus. Having rebuked Herod for marrying 
his brother's wife, he was put to death through 
a plot laid by Herodias.

Jo’-nas. The prophet Jonah, whose book 
is the fifth in order of the minor prophets in 
the Old Testament.

Ju’-das lscar-i-ot. The disciple who 
betrayed his Lord.

Leb-bæ’-us. Also called Judas, one of 
the twelve apostles, carefully distinguished 
from Judas Iscariot, John 4 : 22.

Mag’ da-la. A village at the southeast 
comer of the Plain of Gennesaret, on the 
western coast of the Sea of Galilee.

Matth’-ew. One of the twelve apostles 
and the author of the First Gospel.

Nln’-e-veh. The capital of Assyria, on 
the eastern bank of the river Tigris.

Phar’-i-sees. One of the three chief 
Jewish sects, the other two being the Sad- 
ducees and Essenes.

Phil'-ip. One of the twelve apostles, a 
native of Bethsaida He belonged to the 
group of our Lord’s earliest disciples.

Phil'—ip. A son of Herod the Great, and 
the first husband of Herodias and brother or 
half-brother of Herod Antipas.

Sam-ar'-i-tans. The inhabitants of the 
district of Samaria, in central Palestine.

Sa' -tan. “The adversary”, so called be
cause he is hostile to all goodness and the 
chief opponent of God and man.

Sl'-don. An ancient city of the Canaanites 
on the sea coast, about 25 miles north of Tyre.

Si'-mon the Ca'-na-an-lte. one of the 
twelve apostles.

Si'-mon Pe'-ter. The well known leader 
amongst the twelve apostles.

Sod'-om. One of the “cities of the plain” 
destroyed in the days of Abraham.

Sol' -o-mon. The son of David and third 
king of Israel. He reigned forty years. He 
was famed for his wisdom and the splendor 
of his court.

Thad dæ'-us. The surname of Lebbseus 
or Judas, one of the twelve apostles.

Thom' as. One of the twelve apostles. 
He was also called Didymus, a Greek name 
meaning, like the Hebrew Thomas, “A 
Twin”.

Tyre. An important commercial seaport 
of Phenicia. It is a place of great anti
quity. In the region of Tyre and Sidon our 
Lord healed the daughter of the Syrophen- 
cian woman (see Lesson X.).

Zeb'-e-dee. The father of the apostles 
James and John. >
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BOOK PAGE
The Rev. John Anderson was minister of Lancaster 

and Dalhousie Mills for sixteen years, and of Tiverton 
twenty-four years,—quiet charges in the Province of 
Ontario. His Reminiscences and Incidents of
his long life and ministry, edited by his son and pub
lished by William Briggs, Toronto (340 pages, $1.25 
net), are exceptionally interesting. Mr. Anderson 
has told his story with an altogether charming grace 
and power. Any one who wants a vivid, intimate 
picture, first of a crofter household in Scotland, and 
then of the struggles by which a young man stood 
for Christ and His service, and by and by reached 
the ministry, will do well to read this book. Knox 
College in its earlier years is racily depicted. A 
Highland mystic, to whom dreams were often as 
communications from heaven itself, Mr. Anderson 
had also a quiet strain of shrewd worldly wisdom. 
How a wonderful revival came, and how the hundred 
I ttle difficulties of a pastor's life were settled, are 
given in delightful detail. Some of the incidents are 
exceedingly humorous. In no work that we have 
seen, is there such a lifelike picture of a country 
minister’s work in Canada.

That the sermon is by no means the all in all of 
public worship, and that the devotional service con
nected therewith, is of equal importance, is coming 
to be more and more recognized in the non-liturgical 
churches. A volume just issued, Directory and 
Forms for Public Worship (Macniven A Wallace, 
Edinburgh, Upper Canada Tract Society, 90c. net) 
is the latest addition to the literature of this subject.

It is based upon the Forms for Public Worship issued 
in connection with the United Presbyterian Church 
and the Directory for Public Worship issued by the 
Free Church of Scotland. The former of these pro
vided complete devotional services. The purpose 
of the latter was to furnish material and direction. 
These two objects have now been combined. The 
result is an exceptionally suggestive and helpful book, 
containing forms of service for ordinary and special 
occasions, and also suggestions in detail as to the 
substance of the various parts of public prayer. 
There is added a useful Lectionary of Holy Scripture. 
The forms of service for marriage, baptism, etc., are 
excellent. It will be well worth the while of students 
for the ministry and of ministers to possess this new 
Directory.

Two recent books of the Macmillan Company of 
Canada furnish valuable help towards the solving of 
the problems connected with the presentation of the 
Christian message to the minds of the non-Christian 
peoples. The first is, Religion in the Making : 
A Study in Biblical Sociology, by Samuel G. Smith, 
D.D., Ph.D., LL.D., Head Professor of the Depart
ment of Sociology and Anthropology in the University 
of Minnesota (253 pages, $1.25 net); the second, The 
Religion of the Chinese, by J. J. M. DeGroot, 
Ph.D., Professor of Ethnography in the University 
of Leyden (230 pages, same price). Professor 
Smith’s book is a discussion, in one of its aspects, of 
the message to be presented by the church, through 
its missionaries, to the heathen world. By an exami
nation of the Old Testament, it is shown that the
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Hebrew religion has contributed to the social progress 
of the world the thought of one God, a standard of 
righteousness and the idealization of the doctrine of 
sacrifice. Professor DeGroot, on the other hand, 
describes the religious ideas and systems with which 
the Christian message must come into contact in the 
vast empire of China. The process is traced by 
which the underlying belief in a universe crowded 
with spirits, good and evil, and the practice of 
ancestral worship, have become systematized in the 
State religion of Confucianism and its rivals, Taoism 
and Buddhism. The student of social problems will 
find much that is valuable in the volume of the 
American scholar, and his book, along with that of 
his fellow laborer across the seas, will start #the 
student of missions on many fruitful lines of inquiry ; 
while the general reader, also, will follow both dis
cussions with utmost interest and profit. It need 
scarcely be added, regarding a Macmillan book, that 
print and binding are of the best.

In. The Romance of Modern Manufacture
(Seely & Co., London, England, 317 pages, $1.75), 
Charles P. Gibson tells, in a most interesting way, the 
stories of a number of the great inventions which 
have made possible some of the enormous industries 
of to-day. He takes up, for instance, the steam 
engine, the spinning jenny, the sewing machine, the 
power loom, the printing press, and so on. The book 
describes also the process of manufacture of many of 
the articles in daily use in our homes, such as thread, 
clocks and watches, dishes, books, and even chocolate 
creams. Full-page illustrations are freely used, many

diagrams are given, ami Mr. Gibson's descriptions 
are so clear and simple, that his book wil. be a delight 
to all those,—whether young or old,—who want " to 
know how things are made *\

The title, A Little Lady at the Fall of Quebec
(Penn Publishing Company, Philadelphia, 343 pages, 
$1.00), awakens expectation. An English girl, 
betrothed to a young English officer, finds herself 
at Quebec in the days of its siege by her own coun
trymen. The possibilities of thrilling incident are 
evidently endless, and the writer, Miss Anne M. 
Barnes, has made good use of them. She manages 
to weave so much of history and local color into the 
tale, that one feels it to be a true picture of the 
eventful time.

In Great Issues (The Macmillan Co. of Canada, 
1909, 384 pages, $1.50 net) Rev. Robert F. Horton 
has furnished a series of twelve studies on Myths, 
Religion, Morality, Politics, Socialism, Philosophy, 
Science, Theology, Literature, Art, Life, and Death. 
These studies are, in part, a Christian apologetic, and 
in part an interpretation. Dr. Horton is a modern 
of the moderns, but with a strong hold on the vital 
truths of the religion of Jesus Christ. These he 
applies to the various topics discussed, not excluding 
politics, which, he says, in England “ has, for many 
centuries, meant the application of religion—the 
Christian religion—to the life of the State". Those 
who are anxious to win out in the great issues dis
cussed, and to help others to do so, will get much 
inspiration from Dr. Horton's book.
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This Catalogue Now Ready For Mailing
Though Easter cornea very early thia year, it was decided not to publish 

this Catalogue until we could illustrate the
AUTHENTIC SPRING STYLES

We might have guessco at styles, made our Catalogue look just as attractive, and 
brought it out a month earlier ; but we would not have been keeping taith with the thou
sands of customers who rely on ns for authentic information. You will find the latest and 
best ideas in every garment pictured here, besides hundreds of novelties which our buyers 
just returned from Kurope. brought with them. A comparison of our prices with those 
found in any other catalogue will prove to you that it costs no mote to tie “ in style,” nor 
to supply yourself with this season s novelties, which are not obtainable at the «hop neat 
by Your address on a poet card will bring you this Catalogue free of charge.
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