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ings out a book of which hz can be very
by Nelie L. McClung. is one of that kind.

We have no hesitation in saying that this book will eventually take its place
with those volumes which have come to be known as popular cla-sics.

The reviewers are unznimous
unusual merit
There have been a number

in

“ Sowing Seeds in Danny " will live when the others are lo

A Few Pithy

their praise of this story, which is of such

that it stands out pre emnent above all the books of the year.
of new stories published during the year, but

ng forgotten.

Extracts from the Hundreds

of Encomiums

Sentinel (Pilot Mound)—The story
a pull and a clinging, lingering hold on
memory, causing @ rich after-gleam of

light. \We close the book ying in
hearts a sweet joy that we nide reveren
away.”

Birmingham (Ala.) Herald—“The book is
Itisa

simply filled with bubbling humor.
gem.”
Hiawatha (Kansas)
book, crowded full
Seattle Post-Intelligencer.
mist should read Mrs
and change his belief.”

World—"A
of human nature.”

McClung's

Ttem (Philadelphia)—‘Danny is good to

know.”

Call (San Francisco)—“A more delizhtful
little tale has not appeared this summer.”

After reacing the above, you surely

bright

“The pessi-
book,

has! Journal (Albany, N.Y.)—“Mrs. MeClung is
the
de
our
ntly

brightly and hippily and purel

Review (Washington, D.C.)
| delightfully clever and bright piece of fie-
tion. There are so many good things in
the volume one hardly knows which is best.
Every page is replete with deep human in-

st.”
Ottawa Journal—*“The
novel of the summer. . .
more natural, or more delightfully refresh-
ing story has been offered us in a long time
than this prize idyll of the Prairie Pro-
vinee.”

only motable

No cheerier

Journal-Courier (New Haven) — “Cheery
optimism crops out all ~through ‘Sowing

| Seeds in Danny.’”

will want a copy of this beautiful story-

If you want o make your self and friends happy, present each of them with a

copy of “Sowing Seeds in Danny.

chuck full of humor and gentiment, writes
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29 to 33 Richmond
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English

In a certain small English village there
were two butchers living in the same
street. One placarded his sausages at 1s.
per pound, and the rival promptly placed
8d. on his card.

No. 1 then placed a potice in his win-
dow, saying that sausages under 1s. could
not be guaranteed.

No. 2's response to this was the an-
nouncement, I have supplied sausages
to the king."”

In the opposite
morning appeared
bearing the words,

window the following
an extra large card
“ God Save the King.”

A New Industry

A new industry has sprung up along
the Florida coast—the making of pillows,
mattresses, e ', of sponge. First, the
sponge mateial is thoroughly cleaned
in large tanks of water, being put
through a process of scrubbing, and then
it is run through wringers and after-
wards dried by cold-air blasts, It is then
shredded and sterilized by machinery,
and made odorless by chemical treat-
ment, The mattresses, when finished,
are only about one-third as heavy as &
hair mattress of the same size and only
two-thirds as costly, They are springy,
yet firm and durable, and are particularly
sanitary. The pillows are soft and light,
and weigh about one-third as much as an
ordinary pillow of the same size.

A Movable Watermark

The Circle tells the following story of
high tide and low tide in a small boy's
affairs:

“Willie,” commanded the mother, as the
little family were about to set out for the
Sunday School picnie, “you run right
« back to the sink and wash your face

again; and when you come out don't let
me see that
neck.”
A little later, as the mother and her
l two children were hurrying toward the
suburban trolley depot, the boy and the
the mother's pace,

black water-mark on your

girl, unable to keep
dropped “hehind.

“willle,” asked the sister, stimulated to
continual chatter by the thoughts of the
joyful picnie, “did you manage to wash
the water-mark off?”

“Naw, 1 didn't!” the boy gleefully re-
joined, casting a stealthy glance at his
mother. “ I only moved it furder down!”

The Art of Christmas Giving

Givine Christmas gifts is almost a sci-
ence. It is certainly a study for one who
really wishes to wive and not distress and
embarrass. No one is more helpless than
the woman who receives an utterly use-
less and undesirable wift. She is fairly
forced into falsehood, and is obliged to
express oratitude which she does not feel.
The woman who has a green parlor and
recejves a blue rug, or the woman who
has a blue dining-room and receives a set
of doylies embroidered with purple vio-
lets, or the woman with a sallew com-
plexion who is given a delicate pink
shawl, is actually made to sin against
truth. She feels, if she is of a naturally
grateful and tender disposition, that she
must express thanks which she does not
feel. Then, ten chances to one, if it is
not a strucele for her not to pass alon,
those useless gifts next Christmas an
fairly involve herself in a mesh of deceit,
she goes ahout terrified lest, by any wun-
foreseen chance, the first giver should dis-
cover the gift in the hands of the second
recipient. Often peonle are so deluged by
useless gifts that memory fails them con-
cerning  the givers. Such mistakes are
likely to occur, and petty and ahsurd, but
no, less lasting feuds, are the consequence,
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The Next International.—At a
meeting held in Chicago, November
10th, it was unanimously decided to
hold the next International Epworth
League Convention in the city of
Seattle, on July 7 to 13, 1909. This
will doubtless be gratifying news to
many Canadians who have long been
planning a trip to the Pacific Coast.
The distance is considerable, it is true,
but the rates will be low, and the scenic
attractions of such a trip are very
great. An added feature of interest
will be the Alaskan-Yukon Exhibition,
which in itself will be worth going
to see. The people of Seattle are tak-
ing hold of the enterprise with char-
acteristic energy and success  seems
assured,

X

A Good Friend Gone.—The I'p-
worth League loses a good friend in
the death of Dr. Withrow, who, more
than any other one man, was respon-
gible for the existence of our organi-
zation in Canada. Through his coun-
sel a great mass meeting was called
in the Metropolitan Church, Toronto,
in October, 1889, when the Epworth
League was launched. Through all
the years since then, though giving
his main attention to the Sunday
School periodicals, he has been a
staunch advocate of the League, help-
ing in every possible way to advance
its interests. In his pcisonal rela-
tions he was a most kindly man and
generally liked by all who knew him.
Most of the papers speak of him as
“A Christian gentleman,” which is a
very correct characterization. He was
a pleasant man to meet, and it was
a great privilege Yo converse with him,
as he was full of information on
almost every subject.

L
No Future for Him.— What can
you do with a youth who does not
aspire, who will not look up, who per-
sists in grovelling? There is no fu-
ture for him unless he turns about
face. Darwin says that ‘‘in the evolu-
tion of the eagle the desire to ascend,
to fly heavenward, preceded the ap-
pearance of the wings.”” Human
wings, the ability to ascend, are the
result of the aspiration, the desire to
go higher. There is something in
looking up and trying to climb that
enlarges and enriches the life, even if
we do not attain the particular object
of our ambition; just as a person who
loves is made nobler, even though his

love is not returned.
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The Worship of Work.—Sir God-
frid Kaueller, the artist, said: “ When
I paint I consider it as one way at
least of offering devotions to my
Maker, by exercisiag the talent his
goodness has graciously blessed me
with.”  Work may be made worship if
it is performed in this spirit. What-
ever talent one possesses, whether ordi-
nary or of the rank of genius, it should
be etercised gratefully and in the
divine service. This is doing all
things in the name of Christ and for
the glory of God. This will make
life’s labor a continuous tribute of
praise. But our work must be keyed
up to this divine note or be discordant.

L

A Trying Test.—In some of our
Sunday School class rooms this motto
is hung up: “What kind of a class
would our class be, if every member
were just like me.” This is a pretty
serious questions to ask of one's self.
And there are not many who would be
particularly gratified with a candid
answer, Paul said to Festus: “I
would that thou wert such as I am,”
but there are few modern church mem-
bers who would care to use such
language. And yet it is the privilege
and duty of every follower of Christ to
be a model to those about him.
Wouldn’t it be a glorious thing if
every Christian was able to say to his
acquaintance: “I would that you
were just like me—just such a Chris-
tian as I am proving myself day by
day to be.”

i

Brotherhood of Methodism.-Rev,
J. Williams Butcher, General Secre-
tary of the Wesleyan Surlay School
Union of Great Britain, is writing an
interesting series of letters in the
Methodist Recorder, concerning his
recent visit to Canada. The first
deseribes his experiences in Montreal
in which he says: “The first lesson
that T have learnt from my experi-
ences in the Dominion is how very
real is the sentiment of brotherhood
that dominates Methodism. From the
moment that the “Victorian” landed
her passengers I have been the re-
cipient of constant and thoughtful
kindness; indeed, had I been able to
indefinitely multiply meals, and to in-
crease the hours available for sight-
seeing, I should have had friends at
hand eager to extend hospitality or to
render service. I have always regarded
Yorkshire Methodism as hard to heat
in this respect, but it will need to look

;owortb Era

WILLIAM BRIGGS, Publisher.

after its laurels. All this generous
kindness to a perfect stranger is due to

"the fact that I am a Methodist min-

ister from the ¢ Homeland.” Yes, Sir
Robert Perks is right; there is a force
in the Brotherhood of Methodism that,
if rightly used, can do great things for
the youth that is leaving the Old
Country.”

|

A Source of Thanksgiving.—Rev.
Dr. Clifford, the eminent Baptist
preacher of England, bears the follow-
ing testimony to the value of Young
People’s work: “Our Christian En-
deavor societies—senior and junior—
are a constant source of thanksgiving
and joy to me. They are both most
effective as educationists in Christian
service, and the variety of their forms
of useful work surprises and gladdens
me. Like the Master, they may say,
1 am amongst you as one that serves.’
The sick are visited and cheered, the
crippled are welcomed and encouraged,
foreign missions are aided, the spirit
of self-sacrifice abounds. They also
give a large place to Biblical teaching
and Church teaching, and in this way
are establishing the thought and creat-
ing the convictions of the Church of
the futurc. One other thing has grati-
fied me much. I have attended the
business meetings and have been struck
with the order, ease, and efficiency with
which the Endeavorers have directed
their affairs. Here, I have said, is the
training ground of the officers and
church members of the future. Over
all and through all, T rejoice to add,
there is the spirit of prayer expressing
itself with fervor, freedom from con-
vention, and in fulness of trust and
hope.” ”

Ld

The Best Resources.—Governor
Hughes, of New York, said the other
day, when some thousands of school
children passed before him in parade
at Troy, N.Y.: “Fellow-citizens,
these are your resources. We desire to
conserve our natural resources, We
pride ourselves upon the riches of the
country, in mine, in forest and in field;
but these are our true resources, with-
out which all else fails. Our great
objects must be, if we would avail our-
selves of the hounties of nature and
make good use of the priceless oppor-
tunity which is ours, to conserve the
manhood and womanhood of the coun-
try by taking good care of the boys and

girls.” .
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An Englishman’s Impressions of Canada

URING the month of October, Rev. J. Williams
Jutcher, General Sec vy of the Wesleyan Sun-
day School [Tnion of at Britain, visited ( anada,

and gave addresses in several of our cities.
teacts from the letters which he is now writing in the
Methodist Times and Methodist R corder, will be of in-
terest to our readers.

Some ex

PREVAILING COURTESY

“In a country
thick and fast:

“l;” i-' new to one, |H|ll|'1"*|l)||‘ come
that has been my experience throughout

the week, and it is not easy to arrange and classify them
all. One, however, stands out and dominates all others, It
is concerning the cheerful courtesy of
whom 1 have come in contact.

everyone with
1 do not refer to my
hosts or to those who
have welcomed me as
the retary  of the
Sunday School Union
of the British Confer-
ence, but rather to the
atmosphere that one is
congcious of at every
turn.  In the cars, in
the trains at the station
it is the same thing. T

have heen  carrying
about with me two
cases, one of them
rather heavy. Again
and again a perfect

stranger has said, “ Let
me take one of your
grips, sir,” and T have
been hoth grateful and
astonished.  Our in-
sular shyness  would
forbid it to the same ex-
tent. This same readi-
ness to help T find in the young people of the homes.
There is much that is distinctive in the (‘anadian
boy, so far as my brief experience has  gone;
he is independent and self-reliant, perhaps a little
precocious, but 1 have found him at once frank and re-
spectful, and he is ready to do you any service that he
can. 1 have heen addressed as *“sir” more frequent!)
in one day here than I was in the whole ten years that I
lived in Glasgow. From which fact the Glasgow boys
might learn a lesson, for Canadian hoys are quite s
“manly’ as their Scotch hrothers,

REV. J. WILLIAMS BUTCHER

BEAUTY OF THE AUTUMN,

“In my journeyings this week I have heen constantly
impressed and charmed with the beauty of the autumnal
tints. Many times over T have heen told, and have over-
heard the remark made to others, that the colors are not
<o brilliant this vear as they usually are, that the excep-
tionally dry summer and the absence of frost account for
the comparatively sombre hues, If the colors that are
decking the dying woods nhre, what must brilliance
be? Seen from the train, a distant “hush’ iz like an
artist’s palette upon which there is a harmonious arrange-
ment of reds, of orange, of vellows, and of greens. When
the city is reached, then it is easy to grasp the accuracy
of the word that takes the place of our ‘ autumn.’ Never
hefore did T understand how appropriate was the term
“the fall’: the roads are covered with the leaves that
every breath of wind brings down in showers, and, just
as we find it needful to sweep the snow from our pave-
ments, co it iz needful here to sweep nature’s litter from
the sidewalks. Among many things that T am learning
from my visit to Canada, T place a true appreciation of
the part that color plays in landscape.

THE ORGANIZED BIBLE OLASS,

“(On Tuesday a meeting of the Montreal Methodist Sun-
day School Association had been called, that 1 might
have the opportunity of talking to those actually engaged
in the work. It had been arranged that six speakers
should each occupy two minutes in st
of the work as they were most experienced in. Most of
the questions discussed and the problems raised were
those that we also know full well. There was one, how-
ever. that is coming wore and more to the front here, and
that we may find it wise to study on our gide. It is the
movement known as ‘The Organized Bible Class” It
has points that distinguish it from the ¢ Institute’ and
the * Brotherhood,’ and also from the ¢Adult Bible
Class, as we have it. The emphatic note is division of
labor, and the placing of responsibility for the success of
the class upon every member in due measure. Whether
it be the novelty of the movement or its intrinsic worth
I cannot say, but the success that is attending it is won-
derful, and reports seem to prove that in many quarters
it is accomplishing what all other methods have failed
to produce. T, therefore, listened carefully to the brief
words of the layman who took this as his topic. He did
not speak as if he were a ‘croaker, but he frankly ex-
pressed a fear lest the ¢ Class’ should become an insti-
tution in itself, narrow in its sympathies, and working
for its own ends rather than for the larger good of the
whole Church. 1 found, also, others who shared his
views. It was, therefore, with a greater interest that at
Merrickville I met one who is working with devotion and
rare intelligence such a class. 1 heard him speak in
public; I spoke to him privately; 1 talked, also, to his
pastor, and T did not find, in this instance, any ground
for such a fear.

BEAUTIFUL OTTAWA.

“My visit to Ottawa impressed me greatly. Our
brothers of Canada are proud of their capital, and they
have reason so to be. The Government buildings are
very fine and stand on a bold bluff that overlooks the
river, In the centre is the Parliament House, with the
beautiful library in the rear. On either side of the open
square are administrative buildings, also of noble design.
So cramped are the departments that a mew building is
to be erected at a cost of £1,000,000 (five million dol-
lars), and a large new hotel and a joint railway station
(depot) are also planned. The Catholics have some fine
churches, and the University is under their control. The
present Government inaugurated a scheme for improving
the city and have constructed the Canal Dwiveway, a mag=
nificent road, with large margins of greensward, that
runs from the official residence of the Governor-General
to the Experimental Farm, a distance of nearly six miles,
skirting the Rideau (anal for most of its course. 1 vis-
ited this Experimental Farm, and was much interested.
It explains itself. Experiments in agriculture and in all
that pertains to the farm life and industry of the
Dominion are carried on there under a large staff of pro-
fessors. and the results are published for the benefit of all.
It covers 400 acres,

A SURPRISE AND A LESSON.

« A word or two ahout Merrickville. Here a surprise
and a pleasure awaited me, and a lesson, also. T had re-
ceived a letter from the pastor, the Rev. . Thomas, tell-
ing me that T had known him in the days of long ago.
When we came to talk matters over, T found that during
the happy days of my probation in the Hackney Circuit,
he was a vouth, that under Mr. Marshall Hartley’s in-
fluence he began to preach, and that it fell to my lot to
hear and report upon his first sermon. His admiration
for Mr. Hartley, after whom he has named his son, cre-
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ated at once a bond of common interest, and we had
much pleasant converse. But the lesson? In common
with most of my hrethren in the ministry, I have often felt
the ‘foolishness of preaching, and have asked myself,
“What is the good of it all, for if it goes in one ear it
goes out of the other?” Twenty-four years have passed
since the days that we called back to memory, yet I
found Mr. Thomas could tell me the topics of some of
my sermons, quote phrases therefrom, and remind me
of certain words spoken in the Sunday School. Truly
both opportunity and responsibility are greater than we
often think. This Merrickville is a little town charm-
ingly placed on the Rideau River; it has a population
of about 1,300; our Methodist Church and schools form
a fine block of buildings, and the evening congregation
will number some 350 worshippers, Beyond question
Methodism has a great hold upon Canadian life, and its
task is proportionately serious.

AT KINGSTON.

“ Yesterday, at Sydenham Church, Kingston, I greatly
enjoyed the worship. Here is a city of some 20,000 in-
habitants, with four fully equipped Methodist churches.
Sydenham is a splendid pile, seating fully 1,500. At
night a large number of the undergraduates attend the
service. The school, which is fully graded, meets in a
noble hall, which is fully carpeted; it is furnished with
chairs, and there are good pictures on the wall. A grand
piano leads the singing, and a male-voice quartette party
helped the praise. The Primary Department is fully
equipped and well staffed; one parent said to me, ‘The
little ones do love it.” Another interesting feature is a
class composed entirely of Chinese.

SOURCE OF WONDER AND DELIGHT.

“This city of Toronto is a source of constant wonder
and delight to me. Its church life is such as I can hardly
yet grasp. In a city of some 280,000 inhabitants there
will be, as soon as certain ‘incorporations’ take place,
some forty-five fully equipped Methodist churches, and
our friends the Preshyterians run us very close. Nor
must it be thought that they are small or ill-equipped
mission churches. They are large buildings, with excel-
lent Sunday School premises and full and generous equip-
ment. I have spent some considerable time under the
guidance of that most kindly guide, Dr. Crews, the Sun-
day School Secretary, in visiting the different parts of the
city and seeing the church and school premises. 1 am
afraid that I have felt the touch of envy more than once.
It would be a glorious thing if some kind genie would
transport all the members of my Committee here, and
cause them to see the Sunday School premises and plant
at St. Paul’s, or Trinity, or the Central. They would
have a tale to tell that would cause many a devoted
worker accustomed to rooms below the church, or to floors
ignorant of any covering, to rank thein with the writers
of the ‘Arabian Nights,” or other improbable dreams. 1
am assured that the eongregations match the churches,

ST. PAUL'S SCHOOLROOM VISITED,

“1 will try to describe one of the schools visited. The
premises have been remodelled recently, and are an apt
illustration of what is possible in many a case at home.
We entered a central hall that was lit from the roof. It
was carpeted and furnished with chairs. Behind the
platform was the inevitable blackboard, built in so as to
be a permanent and integral part of the building; upon
it was a beautiful cartoon illustrating * Christ and the
Disciples in the Cornfield”; it was a work of art in col-
ored chalks, drawn by one of the teachers, to be rubbed
out and replaced by another, as needed. There was also
provision for a lantern, the light being electric. 1 was
told that the hymns to be sung and the pictures illus-
trating the lesson for the day would be flung upon the
screen.  Around the main hall were fourteen class-rooms,
so arranged that by sliding doors all could see the plat-
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form and be controlled from it. Each of these was well
furnished, and the pictures and mottoes were the prop-
erty and pride of the class occupying the room. One
motto impressed me: it ran thus, “If all its members
were just like Me, what sort of a class would our class
be? The Primary Department was upstairs, and was all
such a department should be, so bright and attractive.
All this has been evolved from an old-fashioned school-
room, at a comparatively moderate cost.”

Arrows From a Quiver
BY J. MARVIN NICHOLS,

A merry heart is a great microbe killer,

Keep what you have and reach out for more.

The wings of slander are borrowed from demons.

What you are to-day you will be to-morrow—only
more 0.

Only your enemies will say things that will injure you.

The moment human lips imprison truth that moment
it is a lie.

Weaknesses in character grow faster than the strong
points.

When love goes out, stagnatign, suffering and death
come in,

Riches are of far less importance than character in
the man.

Because we are: free we are therefore responsible.

A man who has no will of his own is characterless.

People generally sneer at a thing they can never
acquire,

Nothing can be nobler than the frank admission of a
wrong.

Did the notion ever strike you to turn out of the
beaten path?

It takes a brave man to face odds that cause others
to forsake, %

Raton, New Mezico.

Story of a Boy's Bravery

The story of a little Boer boy who refused to betray his
friends, even on the threat of death, is told by Major Seely,
M.P. It happened during the Boer War.

“T was asked,” said Major Seely, “to get some volun-
teers, and try to capture a commandment at a place some
twenty miles away. 1 got the men readily, and we se* out.
1t was a rather desperate enterprise, but we got there all
right. I can see the little place yet, the valley and the
farmhouse, and I can hear the clatter of the horses’ hoofs.
The Boer general had got away, but where had he gone?
It was even a question of the general catching us, and not
we catching the general. We rode down to the farm-house,
and there we saw a good-looking Boer hoy and some
yeomen. I asked the boy if the commandant had been
there, and he said in Dutch, taken by surprise, “Yes.
¢ Where has he gone ?” T said, and the hoy became suspicious,
He answered, ‘T don’t know.’

“1 decided then to do a thing for which I hope T may
be forgiven, because my men’s lives were in danger. 1|
threatened the boy with death if he would not disclose the
whereabouts of the general. He still refused, and 1 put
him against a wall, and said T would have him shot. At
the same time 1 whigpered to my men, ¢ For heaven’s sake,
don’t shoot.” The boy still refused, although I could see
he believed I was going to have him shot. I ordered the
men to ¢ Aim.” Every rifle was levelled at the hoy.

“¢Now, I said, ‘ before 1 give the word, which way has
the general gone? I remember the look in the boy’s face
—a look such as I have never seen but once. He was trans-
figured before me. Something greater almost than any-
thing human shone from his eyes. He threw back hig head,
and eaid in Dutch, ¢ I will not say.” There was nothing
for it hut to shake hands with the hoy and go away.”
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A Progressive bible Class

“THI-Z FRIENDLY BIBLE CLASS,” of Maple
Street Methodist Church, ( ollingwood, is one ol
the largest organizations of the kind in Canada,

and certainly one of the most progressive in its methods

and spirit. In November of 1907 the pastor, Rev. Henry

Irvine, was teaching a Bible (Class, with a membership

of about forty and a fluctuating attendance. One Sunday

afternoon, Mi

and s

Irvine presented the plans of the organ
ized cla sted that they should try them. The
members liked the idea, being spe ially pleased with the
be something for them to do
once a week.,

proposal that there woul
besides attending the ¢

A campaign for new members was immediately started,
{he men and the women of the class being matched against
each other. 'The men won out and the women were called
upon to give a banquet, which they did in fine style. This
was followed by another similar contest, the members
being divided int teds” and “ Blues.” As a result
of this activity, six months after the class had been or-
ganized it numbe red 200, and was going with a swing
There is a Mem-

that made everybody feel enthusiastic

ing the time of the cescion, and also gives the opportunity
of coming into contact with strangers.

There is an excellent choir in connection with the class,
which supplies some good music at regular and spe 1l
meetings

The Executive Committee is the backbone of the
class, It meets almost every two weeks, and considers
every matter relating to the The question,
“ How can we improve our * i constantly being
asked. Sometimes the teacher will observe, “The dis-
cussion was not very free to-day; what do you think was

the reason?

Occasionally the President will report that one of the
officers is not doing his duty, and someone 18 appointed to
interview him.

The class meets in the auditorium of the church, and
is about equally divided between men and women. The
pastor does not believe that this is the best arrangement,
but accommodation is mot available for separate classes.
Several social events have been held under the auspices
which have been very enjoyable. On the

of the class,

THE FRIENDLY" BIBLE CLAS3, COLLINGWOOD METHODIST CHURCH

bership Committee which superintends the building up
of the class, but every member is expected to help, and
evervone who brings in a new member is interested in
seeing that that member is properly looked after.

The President takes charge of all meetings of the class
and endeavors to get as many of the members as possible
to take part in some way. One is called upon to read
the lesson, another to lead in prayer, ete. The Chairman
of the Devotional Committee har to the President each
Sunday the names of two persons who have agreed to
pray.

The Visitation Committee is one of the most valuable
features of the organization. It consists of five persons,
who are not figureheads by any means, but real workers
At the close of every session of the class the secretary
hands to the Committee the names of absentees These
are considered at once. Probably one-half of th
absences can be accounted for, and the others are usually
called upon before the evening service. i

Every member of the class has a number and repeats
it to the secretaries at the doors. This enables the secre
taries to keep a record of the attendance without consum-

17th of March the entertainment took the form of an
“Jrish Banquet,” when 230 persons sat down to the
tables

It has been said that “ Nothing suceeeds like success,”
and the history of this « Friendly” class is an illustra-
tion of it. The growth in numbers, the energy of the
pastor, the enthusiasm of the officers, and the willingness
of all the members to work, have made the class very
popular, and it is now comparatively easy to carry it on.

One of the reasons why this class has had such fine
success is found in its capable staff of officers. The Presi-
dent is Mr. Cecil McKenzie, Principal of the Central
School; Viee-President, Mr. Ed. Slaughter, Principal
Rast Ward School; Secretary, Mr. Wesley Boyd; Assist-
ant Secretary, Mr. Reg. Robinson; Treasurer, Miss
Stella Avlesworth; Assistant Teacher, Mr. P. W. Brown,
B.A., Principal Collegiate Institute. It is not often that
a Sunday School has in its ranks so many teac hers from
the Public and High Schools.

These are not mere “paper officers,” but are real
workers, taking a most active part in promoting the in-
terests of the class, Without their co-operation and help,

I
t
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the pastor is positive in stating, the success achieved could
not have been realized. The conveners of committees are
also pushers, so it is no wonder that the class goes.

The Collingwood Sunday School has alse recently or-
ganized a Junior Bible Class of girls
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ShaKe Hands

A member of the Epworth League who had gone from
a very genuinely sociable church to another church in
another city, recently wrote home:

from 16 to 20 years of age. It is
called “The Akitt Young Woman’s
Class,” and has about fifty members.
There is also a male Junior Class, with
fifteen members, who are now engaged
in a contest with the declared purpose
of securing fifty members between 16
and 20 years of age.

We so often think that if only we
are trying to be on God’s side we

have a right to be exempted from

crosses: at any rate, from spiritual
temptations, from coldness in prayer,
and from evil imaginations. Why
should we think so? God's love does
not exempt us, any more than it did
Christ, from trials and sorrow. “ Great
are the tronbles of the righteous; hut
the Lord delivereth him out of all.”
The shadow of the (‘'ross we must ex-
pect to fall on those dej

rest to him REV, il IRVINE less.-

“There is a woman who shakes hands
religiously with us every Sunday, but
it is such hard work for her! She
seems to be glad when it is over, and
I wish she would not bother.” There
is more than a j in to the
sentence in “ painful
cordiality,” as has called it.
Shaking hands mechanically and per-
functorily, simply because one is put
on the hand-shaking committee, and
delegated to the “duty” of “ wel-
coming strang

pression of

” will leave little im-
“ glad-to-see-you ** kind
on the recipient. And usually the put-
on-to-order smile can be easily de-
tected from the natural and spon-
taneous one. - Shake hands, by all
means, but let the heart somehow show
1 bit!

1tse

An aimless life is poor and worth-
Dr. Beet

acher.

MR. U, b L. MUKENZIE
President Vice ¥

ME. P W, BROWN, B.A

sident Assistant Teacher,

OFFICERS OF THE FRIENDLY BIBLE CLASS, COLLINGWCOD

Sentence Sermons

15 the heart does.
ove is lost no life is found.
not prove itself by petulance.
nore than rust to win reverence.
1 y to duplicate a fool is to argue with him.
Wrong rather enjoys the blows it gets from blowers.
For every real sorrow there are a hundred shadows. '
No man ever hecame wise who feared to be called a fool.
Master your tools and your treasure will take care of
itself.
Hard is the exit from Easy Street, and many there be
that find it.
Some people think they have peace when they are only
petrified.
It’s never hard to find a good argument to back up an
inclination,
A gentleman would rather be taken for a servant than
fail to be of service.

It will take more than an eight-hour day to make the
twenty-four hours divine.

The man who always has the sins of others before him
puts his own in his pocket.

It’s hard keeping the heart healthy when you put your
treasure into unclean places.

You never find truth by losing the temper.

Delight is never found in uight from duty.

I'ruits of faith come from roots in character,

There are no riches where the heart can find no rest.

Only through personal character comes permanent
civilization,

He cannot control the output of his life who does not
guard its inlets.

A man i§ often best known for the things he thinks he
keeps to himself.

An imperfect deed of right is better than the most com-
plete analysis of it.—Chicago Tribune.

e
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Popular Fallacies

BY REV. H. W. CREWS, M.A,

HERE are few, if any, erroncous systems which have
not some elements of truth in them. Spiritualism,
Christian Science, etc., owe their existence to the

basal facts upon which they rest. No intelligent person
will doubt the influence that mind hag over body, which
is the principle upon which Christian Science is founded.
A whole structure of humbug, however, has heen built
upon this foundation of truth. Science admits the in-
fluence of mind upon mind, as evidenced in hypnotism
and telepathy, but utterly repudiates the work of the
medium in his cabinet, and the weird revelations of the
seance.

It requires a discerning mind to discriminate between
truth and error, and to locate the angle at which error
diverges from the truth, or when the one ends and the
other hegins.

It is amazing to consider the vast number of heresies
which are masquerading across the stage of our times,
wearing the mask of truth, and creating a bias in the
minds of men and women who accept thon as true,

In one direction is this particularly iticeable, and
that is regarding many of the popul proverbs which
have been handed down from genera’ n to generation.
The study of a few of these will to manifest the
danger involved.

€ ALL THINGS COME TO 11141 WHO WAITS”
Unquestionably there is some truth in this adage.
There are certain things we must wait for, such, for ex-
ample, as the maturing of an endowment insurance poliey
or the ripening of a field of grain. How utterly falla-
cious, however, the encouragement which is held out that
time alone brings results w'.ich are hrought about by per-
sistent endeavor. The world has already too many indo-
lent Macawhers waiting for something to turn nl;. with-
out any encouragements from proverbs such as this.
Look at another commonly accepted saving:

ILL WATERS RUN DEEP.”

The purport of this statement is to teach men that
passivity and silence are elements of power. No doubt
sometimes they are, but more frequently they are not.
Still waters are not always deep, and often do mo' run
at all. A man or woman who is uncommunicative is not
on that account profound. His muteness may be the re-
sult of his small capital of knowledge. If stillness is a
test of power, then the cemetery beats us all.

Some shallow mind is responsible for the very ques-
tionable adage:

“1N ROME, YOU MUST DO AS ROMANS D0O.”

This is a plea for conformity to fashion and conven-
tionality, which, alas, too many think is necessary. 1
should mot do as Romans do unless Romans do right.
Expediency is a poor substitute for obligation. 1 am
under obligation to do right, even though I am unpopular
and lose votes or money. It becomes a serious matter
when the dictates of fashion take precedence over the
obligations of moral law.

The lazy man's proverh is well known, and, not strange
to say, has a large following:

“rHE

WORLD OWES ME A LIVING.”

This is true if we are willing to work for it, but not
else. Tt is difficult to understand how it is that the world
is such a debtor to a slothful man. Dr. J. G. Holland
answered his plea very tersely by saying, All that the
world owes such a man is a grave.”

“ CHARITY BEGINS AT HOME.”

This ie the cry of the selfish man. We do not know
who the author of this proverb is, but every pastor knows

well what service it has rendered in excusing generous
giving, especially to missions, by men who have held it up
as a shield to cover meannes and narrowness,  Charity
ould begin at home, but it is just as evident that it
ghould not end there.

« NOTILING SUCCEEDS LIKE SUCCESS.”

"This is a favorite quotation of the man who worships
at the shrine of mammon, The world's verdict regarding
the successful man is that any man succeeds who makes
money and attains preferments and position among men.
Without question success hegets success; one promotion
helps us to secure another.  Failure is depressing, and
keeps men down, but is not failure often the condition
of true success. Many people owe more to their failures
than to their accomplishments. The world’s greatest bene-
factors have been, for a time at least, the world’s greatest
failures. Galileo failed in his resistance to the ecclesi-
astics of his day, who opposed and persecuted him; Savon-
arola was burned because he sternly rebuked the corrup-
tion of pope and cardinals; Garretson was dragged
through the streets of Boston by an angry anti-abolition
mob, What poor wages these men received for the work
they did so well. If we were to make an inventory of
our gains and our losses we would be surprised to find
out how much more we were indebted to the losses than
the gains. Men get intoxicated on success just as well
as on whiskey and becowe dizzy headed as they forget
(iod and duty.

These illustrations of popular fallacies might easily be
multiplied. They, howeyer, will be sufficient to show us
the wisdom of obeying the apostolic admonition, * Prove
all things, hold fast that which is good.” 1t is true that
«All is not gold that glitters,” and equally true that all
is not truth which professes to be. A wise man will not
allow others to think for him, but will judge of things
for himself, until opinions are transformed into convie-
tions.

It ie a matter for regret that errors often hold sway by
their appeal to prejudice and ignorance, even after they
have heen proven false from time to time. An example
of this is found in the assertion so often made that min-
isters’ sons are worse than others. In spite of the fact
that men like Agaz Hallam, Bancroft, Wesley, Beecher,
(fowper, Coleridge, Tennyson, Lowell, Emerson, Kingsley,
Macaulay, Thackeray, and a host of others, were sons of
the rectory, manse, or parsonage. Yet how often this
savory piece of heresy is repeated. Jackson Wray is
authority for the statement that, *“Sayings, even the best
of them, do not become proverbs without pickling, and that
is a process which requires time.” No doubt the pickling

.« is largely responsible for the currency and
- of many of the popular proverhs which so un-
righteously hold sway in the public mind and conscience.

Guelph. Ont.

Very True

Growler, an editorial writer for the Brewer’s Review,
says in that journal:

“Tt is true, there still prevails, in some quarters a
feeling that the present anti-drink movement is but a
passing wave which, like previous waves, will subside
and leave things as they were before. The sooner that
illusion is dispelled the better for those who hold it and
for the trade and this country at large. 1t is likely, I
admit, that the movement will lose its present character
of a ‘wave,’ but it will do so only to settle down into a
great tide, with no waves showing on the surface, but
rising silently and irresistibly to engulf the whole
country.”
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The Large Heart and the ShrunKken Purse

BY JEAN DWIGHT FRANKLIN.

ILL you listen to the legend of the maiden with the
large heart and the shrunken purse? for there are
many who may profit by it if they but give heed to

it. There was once a maiden whose heart was so large
that it was fit to burst, and whose purse seemed only to
shrivel and shrink as it lost itself in her pocket. Where-
upon, this maiden sighed and wept, and loudly did pre-
test to heaven.

“God above,” she cried, almost with reproach, “why
didst Thou give me so large a heart, with so great a desire
for giving, and at the same time cause my purse to shrink
and ~|n|nl\ each day the smaller

Whereupon the Voice replied 1o, cast thy shriveled
purse among the bushes in the garden, and go out thyself
into the highways, and thou shalt find service for thy
hands to do that requires not the aid of gold or silver.”

And the maiden did as the Voice had commanded, and
she cast away her purse with its few bits of worthless
silver into her ﬂl!\\(!ll'\\ arden, and went out herself
upon the highways, empty-handed, but with arms and
sonl outstretched to succor and her heart open to the
sunshine.

And she realized, as never before, that the walls of the
castle within which she had dwelt and sighed for gold
with which to do great deeds had become damp and
musty, and she drank in great draughts of sunshine and
her sonl was vefreshed,

Now there came a woman toiling up a hill, carrying
a fretful child. The way had been long and the child
was burdensome and the hill above was steep, and her
strength led.  And the maiden of the great heart ran
down to meet her, and she carried the child to the sum-
mit, and set a bench in the shade for the weary woman,
and gave the child to drink of clear, cold water from the
spring. And the two passed on refreshed. And there fol-
lowed an aged pilgrim who was footsore, and to him she
gave a basin of soft water, and bound up his feet with
ointment and strong cloths for sandals, and he passed on,
blessing her and calling on heaven to remember her kind-
ness “against the day.”

And as the sun was at its height, the maiden looked
down the rond into the valley, along which a little pro-
cession wended its way sadly to God’s acre on the hill,
and she knew that they were bhearing the child of the
carpenter to its last resting-place.

And she stopped and gathered daisies and daisies till
her hands were filled, and wild roses and branches of
hlossoming elder till her arms could hold no more: and
she hastened to the little new-made grave on the moun-
tain slope, and lined it, and covered all the ground with
God’s flowers, so that even the pangs of parting weie
softened.

And the maiden of the large heart put her arms ten-
derly about the peasant mother till there was at last no
castle and no hut—but enly a little grave between them;
and the peasant mother was comforted.

And as the maiden sought her castle again, and en-
tered the gate, lo! there crouclied one beside it who had
fallen, crushed beneath the sorrow and remorse of her
sin, against whom everyone’s hand was raised, and to
whom no door was open. Her head was bowed, she spake
no word, but the loneliness of her despair looked out
from her piteous eyes as she raised them at last, and the
great heart of the maiden was torn open, and she
stretched out her hands to the fallen one and eried :

“What am I that I should look down upon thee, whom
our Lord tenderly forgave long years ago! 1 who, until
this very morn living within the walls of my heartless
castle, was not so much as worthy to touch the hem of
Tis garment, which thy contrite lips have kissed !”

And she took the fallen one in, and set before her food,
and gave her a task to do; and the fallen one lifted her

head, and once more she saw before her the clean road of
pure living, and her weakness seemed to leave her—and
the work of her hands eased the pain at her heart, and
she felt God's love come back to her again,

And the night fell.

Now when 1t was morning the maiden rose even before
the sun was well up, so eager was she to begin another
new, bright day; and as she threw open the shutters ghe
saw her garden, which had been to her one of flowerless
shrubs and wasted opportunities, blossoming with roses.
And wherever a bit of silver had fallen from the shriveled,
shrunken purse which she had cast into its midst, lo!
there had sprung up a pure white lily of loving service.

And she knew then that the Royal Gardener had been
at work in the night and had touched her garden into
eternal bloom. And the Voice said “ Sing!” And she
said, “What shall 1 sing?”

And then of a sudden the Voice became her own and
her heart and life geemed full of music, till the castle
walls resounded with the echo of her song—

" Hands that ope but to receive
Empty close; they only give
Richly who can richly live.”
—The Outlook.

A Heroic Fever Patient

The railroad life-saving medals granted by President
Roosevelt have interesting stories attached to them. One
of the most thrilling is the story of how a sick man saved
three lives. On September 20th, 1907, a Louisville and
Nashville train ran into an open draw over the Cumber-
land River at Clarksville, Engine, mail and baggage cars
flung into the viver, and two mail clerks and a
i went down with them, With desperate efforts
the three men managed to break their way out of the cars
and climh on top of them as they floated down the river.
They called for help, but though many people gathered on
the bank, no one dared to go to their rescue in the swift,
wreck-laden current.

Charles Arms lay ill with malarial fever, in a house near
the viver. 1e heard the crash of the accident, and his
daughter told him what had happened. Instantly he
sprang up, hurried on his clothes, and dashed to the bank.
He found a little skiff, jumped into it and offered $10.
all the money he had, to anyone who would go with him.
Not one man moved. The ferryman’s helper tried to dis-
suade Arms from going, insisting that if the current and
the pieces of wrec k did not upset his tiny hoat it would
certainly he swamped when the men jumped into it. But
the brave rescuer would not listen. He pushed off, he
cained the wreck, and with great skill as well as courage,
he saved all three men and landed them lower down the
river, What others, strong and in health, could not do,
this gick man, by the power of his courage and indomit-
able will achieved.

The mainspring of it was that he forgot himself. He
thought only of the men in danger. He was willing to
cast his life away for them. The foundation of his
heroism was unselfishness. Only when a soul is unselfish
is it on the way to be really and truly heroic. Not to
dream of self-glory, but to forget self for others—there
lies the road of the heroes, and the only road.—Forward.

A New Wire

A new wire of special advantage in electrical industries
is obtained by a Parisian momlllnwm through a perfected
process of welding copper to steel wire. Great conductivity
is combined with the tensile strength and elasticity, giving
a wire stronger than copper and smaller and less exposed to
wind action than iron or steel of like capacity.
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The Habit of Duty

BY ROBERT E. SPEER.

RECENT newspaper article detailing the enormous good hammer—I make the best hammer in the United
A sacrifices of life in the industrial progress of Pitts- States.” This was high, all but the comparison. Duty
burg bore the gruesome title, * Riches Soaked in is not to do better than another man, but to do it all and
Blood.” In the first five months of 1907 the coroner re- to the limit on one’s own line, for the eye of God, not for
corded one thousand and ninety-five deaths, of which three the comparing eye of man. But we live now in a com-
hundred and forty-four came suddenly and violently in petitive day. In school and university and life the re-
the mills and railroads of the city. One life, it was de- wards are all for exceeding other men. Industry is or-
clared, was sacrificed for every fifty thousand tons of coal ganized on that principle. Our athletics rest on compe-
shipped, one life for every seven thousand tons of iron tition with others or with the record of others. It may
and steel, Why were these men where death met them be doubted whether the good old times were as good as
preumtuw-l_\‘? "l'lu-y were working for the support of our own times, but the spirit attributed to them ought
their families or were simply busy with the necessary to be the spirit of all times.

work of the world, and they died where duty placed them

o “ “ 0 good old man, how well in thee appears
and doing what they thought they must. Somewhere oo

The constant service of the antique world,

along the line of the prmluvliun of every fragment of the When service sweat for duty, not for meed!
world’s wealth is the blood of a man who fell in his duty Thou art not for the fashion of these times,

with no cry to the world for its praise, but taking what When none will sweat but for promotion.

came with his duty as a matter of course. This high view of duty is our deep need, There is a

How did duty get the power to dominate men in this place for all true sentiment, for temperament and inclina-
way, and what enables it to assert its power against home tion, but the place of control is for duty. We need to
and life? Because it is the eall of right, and what right acquire the habit of doing the next thing as duty. Duty
bids us to do it is wrong not to do. And right draws its  is ever with us and calling to us. It ought to be done by
vital authority from God. God is the great personal, us simply because it is our duty until the thought of
living right, and duty i simply His voice. That is the evading or shirking duty will never come to us and we
lofty metaphor of one of our greatest odes. Let each  do instinctively, as though nothing else were possible, that
reader turn to his Wordsworth, and read all of the ode  which is our duty. The habit of duty should become so

of which these lines are a part: fixed with us that we should see nothing but duty. There

" , her w o sachi i . The

Stern Daughter of the Voice of God ! is a —stn'r_\- « ln_n lnlj& her “‘I‘u‘v uas\\}}m«ln:m ?ns )t‘t.-a" lh<.

O Duty ! if that name thou love mark wae a bird in a tree. hat do you seef? the

Who art a light to gulde, a rod archer asked the first man who came forward to shoot.

TITO l'h;t'k ll:e l;rlrl"g. nr:,dlreprr»ve: “1 gee a bird in a tree,” said he. « Stand aside,” said
hou, who art victory and law 2 . CW - L9 hha aat .

When empty terrors overawe ; the urchu, A\ ]m‘t dn you see? ]lt“sl\‘ld to th.e sf:mml

From vain temptations dost set free ; man. “1 see a bird,” replied he. Stand aside,” the

And calm'st the weary strife of frail humanity ! archer said. “And what do you see?” he asked the third.

“1 gee the head of a bird,” said he. “ Shoot,” the archer

Through no disturbance of my soul, cried. We should be blind to all that diverts or obscures.

Or strong compunction in me wrought, e 4 i

I supplicate for thy control ; The things that deaden the sense of duty must haye no

But in the quietness of thought ; place with us. The “Stern Daughter of the Voice of

Me this unchartered freedom tires : God ” will endure no indulgences which stifle her word in

1 feel the weight of chance desires :

our hearts.
My hopes no more must change their name,

1 long for a repose that ever is the same. All duty can be done. What we ought to do is the only
thing we can do, if we are what we ought to be. No
Stern Lawgiver ! yet thon dost wear right is impossible.  Let us have faith that right makes
N’rne Godhead's '.“f‘,;“ henlzrm‘ml grace ; might,” said Lincoln in his speech in New York in 1859,
oF kuow we AUNIBUE 9 UL, «and in that faith let us dare to do our duty.” It can
As is the smile upon thy face: : ps A Ay ik
Flowers laugh before time on their beds be done, however impossible, just because it is our duty to
And fragrance in thy footing treads ; do it. We must believe this if we have any ear for God
Thou dost preserve the stars from Wrong : at all, for, as Emerson wrote in lines inscribed on the

And the most ancient heavens, through thee,

are fresh and strong. wall of the schoolroom of the most efficient school for

boys in America:
Bo(-:!usf- du(_\.‘ ‘ii the ‘righ_! thing, the will of God for So nigh 1s grandeur to our dust,

man, it is sufficient. For its own sake alone, it asks to So near is God to man,

be done. Itself is its own reward. It asks no other, and When Duty whispers low, Thou must,
there is surely something pitiful about our practice in The youth replies, I can !

these days of rewarding and decorating men for doing
their duty. Why should they not? Is duty something
it is wonderful to find a man doing, so wonderful that
he should get extra pay for it or be given a ribhoned
medal? Surely Fielding's words in “Tom Thumb the
Great” are mobler:

“When T was a boy,” said a man recently speaking to
boys, “my father gave me a diary on Christmas, at the
close of a year in which T made changes in my life plans
which were at the time a great shock and disappointment
to him. He was a reticent man, so that when he did
speak we heard. THe caid little about the matter, but in

When I'm not thank'd at all, I'm thank'd enough ; the diary he had written on the fly leaf, ‘March on to
I've done my duty, and I've done no more. duty’ If it led away from his desires, well and good:

It is simply our duty to do our duty. Tt is not the it was duty which was to be followed wheresoever it led.”
winning of a supererogatory merit with eithier God or A mew day will break in the church and the world, in
man. Tt is not a matter of reward. And it is not a college and home, in publie and private life, when men
matter of comparigon with other men’s achievements. Mr. “march on to duty,” unfrightened, unseduced, obedient,
Maydole, the hammer-maker, was an expert. 1 have made when they will say and live by their word, “Tt is my
hammers,” he told Doctor Gannett once, “for twenty- duty to be about my Father’s business and to finish the
eight years.” “You ought to be able to make a pretty work which he gave me to do.” Those raen will vanquish
good hammer, then, by this time,” was the reply. “No, death and hell, and, after Christ, will build the walls of
gir!” came the emphatic answer, “T never made a pretty the kingdom which is righteousness and duty,—Forward.
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The Immortal Years

HEN the bells strike twelve times on the last night

of December, we say that the Old Year is dead.

The mortal part of it indeed is dead—the mere

days and weeks and months that measured its duration

as a period of time. But is that all of the Old Year?

Has it not an immortal part, as we have, a more essen-

tial part than mere temporal duration, a part that must

live and continue as we shall live and continue when our
bodies are things of the past?

The things that chiefly characterize and distinguish
any year in the history of the world are not the units
of time which compose it. These we justly set aside as
dead things, never to be resurrected, never to be lived
over again. But the things which characterize a year and
make it memorable are not days, weeks, months, but
movements, events, living ideas, which have belonged
especially to that year and distinguished it from other
years in history. Viewed in this light there are no dead
vears. Their life is organic, continuous, progressive.
Tach year adds itself to every succeeding year, as a strong
current of energy, achievement, 'I|~mwly, and no more
perishes or ceases to be than a tributary river dies when
it pours its tide into another stream or into the ocean.

The best things, the distinctive things, of this Old Year
to which we are saying farewell cannot, then, die; they
are essentially immortal. We shall live on with them,
they must live on with us. Every historical movement
which has had its rise during the year; every new thought
and new discovery and new invention; every vital book,
every conference of strong thinkers, every influx of new
truth from whatever source, everything that has enriched
humanity and made it better and stronger and wiser and
freer, during the year that has passed—shall endure, shalk
reach forward into the time to be, shall be recognized by
generations to come as the contribution of the year to his-
tory, as the immortal, essential part of it, which could
not pass away when the midnight bells tolled the knell
of that poor, transient, temporal part, the expired twelve
months of the calendar,

For each one of us individually, also, this year of our
lives to which we are saying farewell is an immortal year.
Something it has surely done for us, or against us, and
that something must enter with us upon the history of
the new year. Human life is not divided into non-com-
municating sections, like the water-tight compartments of
a modern ocean steamer, Life is continuous and homo-
geneous. For us the years do not die; they flow into one
another, they interpenctrate, they form one continuous
stream of personal history. All that is vital to the indi-
vidual in the Old Year remains just as vital and opera-
tive in the dawn of the New Year. Nothing essential
perishes when one year dies and another begins. Our
regrets over the passing of the Old Year are mainly a
graceful and pleasing piece of sentiment, which has en-
tered into literature and become a permanent heritage
and custom. No one looks upon the dying of the Old
Year as anything really serions. At heart we are quite
complacent about it; our tears are crocodiles’ tears, And
this is as it should be, for we all know that nothing worth
weeping for dies with the mere expiration of the calendar
year. All that is of any human significance in the pas-
sage of time is immortal.

And it is with that immortal element of the years that
we ghould be concerned. How shall we live so as to make
what survives and passes over from one year to another
a helpful contribution to character and to service? That
is the question over which we should bow our heads while
the Old Year liss a-dying. The spirit of that hour should
be one of outlook, not of retrospect. What are we carry-
ing over from the Old Year into the New? What shall
the New Year carry over to its successor? What shall
time carry over into eternity?—Zion's Herald,
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Finical Appetites

DUTY which every mother owes to herself and to

society is to train her child to follow the doctrine

of St. Paul, and “ eat what is set before him.” How
disagreeable is the finical notional eater many a house-
keeper  will testify. ~One man makes miserable
the woman at whose house he chances to visit by
his inability to eat of half the dishes set before him. It
is not that certain viands disagree with him, but simply
that he “does not care for them.” Such are tomatoes,
raw or cooked, fish in any form, potatoes, unless they are
mashed, fruits of all kinds, except peaches, and hot pud-
dings of every variety. Another man can not eat soups,
while a third woman * never tastes a salad.” The trouble
with all these people undoubtedly originated in their early
training. In too many families the small people are
allowed to declare that they “ don’t like this,” and “ won't
cat that,” and are humored in their whims. Indeed, it is
no uncommon thing to hear a mother speak with ill-con-
cealed pride of the fastidious appetites of her children.
In treating their whims as matters of vast importance she
is laying on her own shoulder a heavy burden, under which
she may some day moan that it is impossible to suit her
family, try as she may.”

Unless a child is made ill by a certain article of food, he
should be encouraged to eat i, and his failure to enjoy it
at once should be deplcred, not praised. A six-year-old
who had many whims and notions paid a visit to a grand-
mother who was wise in her generation. The dessert at
his first meal in the grand-maternal abode chanced to bhe
strawberries, He shook his head as a saucer of the
sugared fruit was placed before him.

“1 don’t want these, grandma,” he said.

“Very well, dear,” was the rop]y, and no further notice
was taken of the declinature,

The child continued to eye distastefully the saucer of
berries, and soon remarked: “ Grandma, I'm tired of
strawberries.”

“Yes, dear,” was the only answer.

“Grandma, aren’t you going to give me any dessert
instead of these?”

“No, dear, of course not,” gently, but firmly.

“Not even a piece of cake?”’

Not even a piece of cake.”

“Then,” with a sorry attempt at a laugh, “T suppose
P’ll have to eat my strawberries!”

Which he proceeded to do with such zest that the
sugared lobes disappeared like snowballs before a July
sun. Hvidently grandma was not to be tricked and
1|v(‘r(‘(’{1 as was mamma,

Among the forbidden speeches at table should be: “I
do not like that.” And if, from any personal idiosyncrasy
a child is really unable to eat a certain dish in which
others indulge with impunity, he may be trained to pass
the fact by in silence, and to feel that his peculiarity is a
misfortune, not a virtue.—7'able Talk.

Marconi’s Tribute to General
Booth

During General Booth’s recent voyage across the At-
lantic in the Virginian a crowded meeting was held in the
saloon, at which he spoke for an hour and a half on the
operations and progress of the Salvation Army. The chair
was occupied by Mr, Marconi, who highly eulogized the
Salvation Army’s work, saying that it was not only founded
on Christ and governed by the feeling of charity and prin-
ciples of benevolence, but managed on sound modern busi-
ness principles.  Senator Gibson, in moving a vote of
thanks at the close, said that perhaps by the time General
Booth reached the heavenly kingdom Mr. Marconi would
be able to reach him by wireless telegraphy, and a reply
of good cheer could be sent back from the Better Land.

Experience is a dear school, but some will learn in no
other.—Rev. E. Davidson.
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The Closing Year

The Old Year’s Farewell

With a shrill, sharp call rang the telephone,
And Teddy sprang to reply,

“ Hello!™ said a voice in 1 trembling tone,
“T've come to say *Good-bye!

“1 must leave you all at twelve to-night,
I'm the Old Year, I'll explaing

This minute the New Year is on his flight
By the limited fast mail train.

“T'ye given to you the best 1 had,
But the New Year is richer still :

He has stores of brand new wisdom,
Your youthful brain to fill.

my lad,

« e knows whole volumes of secrets rare,
Which he'll gladly tell to you:

He will teach vou how to do and dare,
To be b.ave and loyal and true.”

And then the voice grew weak and old:
“ Ring off,” it gently said ;
While the bells of the happy New Year
That the good 0ld Year had fled.
Julia F.

told

Deane.

We Cannot Stay Long

This may be the last year of your life. Time is hur-
ried—1 take my hour glass and put it down hefore me
many a hour just to see that time s m a hnrry and won't
* MThe vellow sand from off some tawny desert runs
down—nothing ean stop it runs down, a few grains at
a time, persistent as the unsealed glacier in s onward
movement, and as certain as the rush of the great sea
going, going, till at last every grain has seep out, and
the bulh above is empty and the bulb below is full. We
haven't much time. You cannot stay here long, you have
got to go quickly; pretty soon you will be gone, and your
hands will have rest for a million years. Get tired while
Work hard. Don’t whine because you have
to work. Thank God you have the chance to do it. Be
<o honorable in the world’s industry, and so eager 10
serve, that you will covet the hours you p.  Work,
work ! Hurry up!  Don’t wait. Don't waste time. Don't
do things vou will have to undo. Keep at your work
and do it right. Keep at it six days in the week. Pretty
coon it will be time to stop: and God will come by and
sav, “Quit work,” and you will say, “Tt is not night,”
and he says, ©Quit work,” and you say, “I% is onmly
two o'clock: 1 have only just begun for the afternoon.”
And he says, ©Quit work,” and you say, * Master, it is
not sundown vet, may 1 mot work till night?” and he
cays, *Quit work,” and you lay down your hammer on
the anvil, with your hand black with the grime of the
smithy, and you will go out with him and he will say
to you, It is time to quit work,” and you will say, “ Will
I be back in the morning?” and he will say, “ No, not
in the morning,” and you will say, * Will 1 be back to-
morrow #” “ No, not to-morrow and  you will say,
“Where are you taking me?’ and he will say, “1 am
taking you to a land very far off, and from whose ‘ bourne
no traveller returns’ Come a'ong. This is the way.”
And vou say, “Can't I go back once?” “No” And
somehow there is a little sternness in' his voice, but you
v, “ 1 must go back a minute, only a minute, just once,
fo tell—" and he says, “ Come on!” 0, who is it? It

stop.

vou are here,
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is the Master, Death. You cannot go back—not for a
minute, no. You might just as well ask for a century
as for a minute: and you will go past your own door,
and ont through the street, and beyond the city gate, and
out into lanes you never trod before, and suddenly, it will
be pitch d and Death will be gone, and vou will be
in the silence, where you can hear the blood beat around
vour temples like the flow of a rushing river, all alone.
Pray God when you get there that Christ be with you
Jest vou die of solitude.—Bishop Quayle.

An Endless Spiral Spring

There is no break in the flow of time. Many persons
think of the calendar year as a complete circle, vet, like
a key-ring, severed at one point.  We prefer to think of
the year: an endless spiral spring, one coil rising ahove
anofher in limitless succession, with each human life a
thread extending across its appropriate number of coils.
The lives terminate, but the spiral spring is never Liroken.
We call the vear completed, but it is only the roll of the
ccasons around the spiral spring. Time is climbing
higher in the endless scale.  When human life ceases
man’s reckoning will be lost, but eternity will remain,
and we will have our portion in it. It is this thought
which gives solemnity to the passing years. Every com-
pleted twelve-month brings us nearer to our end.

“I'm nearer my home to-day
Than ever 1've been before.”
Well may we pray to God to perfect our trust and
strengthen the might of onr faith.

. The End of the Year

The close of a vear marks also the completion of a
cycle in the life of man. Tt is time for retrospect, for
reflection: a time for thanksgiving and renewed vows,
and, perhaps, a time for re Since men hegan to

measure time by the circle of the sun, the end of the
v has been regarded as a fit time for such solemn
exercise. Folly, it is true, makes light even at such a

time, and prefers to dance and sing its way across the
mystic borderland between the old year and the new.
But men who live for eternity make note also of time.
To them time is more precious than gold. For them a
vear is a long stride toward that dateless state toward
which all are hastening. They hear the solemn under-
tone of the distant music of another world amid the
lighter, freer melodies of this.

Nature Sweeps On

Remember that the New Year does not sever you in
reality from the Old Year. The measure of time is only
for convenience sake. Nothing in nature marks the transi-
tion from the old to the new. The clock tells the story,
but nature sweeps right on. The clock cannot sever you
from your record. When it strikes the hour of midnight
on Thursday, December 31st, you will call the 01d Year
dead and the New Year alive, but the Old Year will live
in your thought and memory, while the New Year will be
only an expectation and a dream.

Watch Meeting

By all means hold a watch meeting. Many a glorious
revival has commenced with a watch-night service. The
time is opportune for retrospection and introspection.
The mind thus employed is in a suitable condition to
receive religious impressions. This fact ought to be recog-
nized by every pastor. The closing of the old year and
the beginning of the new is noted for turning over new
leaves and making good resolutions. Every wise pastor
will seek to help in this commendable exercise.
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When Christmas Comes

For thee, my small one, trinkets and new toys,

The wine of life and all its keenest joys,
When Christmas comes,

For me, the broken playthings of the past

That in my weary hands I still hold fast,

When Christmas comes

For thee, fair hopes of all that yet may be,

And tender dreams of sweetest mystery,
When Christmas comes

For thee, the future in a golden haze,

For me, the memory of some bygone day
When Christmas comes,

For thee, the things that lightly come and go,
For thee, the holly and the mistletoe,
When Christmas comes
For me, the smiles that are akin to tears,
For me, the frosts and snows of many years,
When Christmas comes

For thee, the twinkling candles bright and gay,

For me, the purple shadows and the gray,
When Christmas comes

For thee, the friends that

For me, the faces I shal

ee no more,

When Christinas comes,

But ah, for both of us the mystic star
I'hat leadeth back to Bethlel
When Christmas comes
For both of us the Child the
That evermore His me
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hearts or not, we can scarcely r it * the
light of the world is Jesu

Heeping Christmas

How shall we keep this ('] For it cannot be
quesioned that ther 1 W1 Il a right way
to observe the Christ t 1 way which,
even in giving, withhe re is a jov which tends
to despair. Surely, one cannot walk through t treet
and go into the shops of our great cities at Christmas
time without feeling npressed  that the pirit of the
season is being lost in the form: that the fiue spiritual
essence of giving is being absorbed in gift-making Be

tween the

two there may, o gulf

fixed. It all depends upon whether or not the spirit of

may not, be a great

giving is in the gift, and the gift itself N expression
of one’s self to one’s neighbor's self. Gifts from a sense
of duty; gifts because we received from the same person
last year, and must, therefore, repay: gifts bevond one's
means ; ‘gifts that are a mere concession to the fashion of
gift-making ; gifts that are a bid for a costlier gift next
ar because given someone of wealth and position f
have 1 | m, while at the same time

re the | r who has actual ne
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Wind Up With the Spiritual

Christmas stands not only for love, but for faith—an
all-conquering faith, that looks bevond the material and
winds up the year with the spiritual. Thanksgiving has
summed up the season of planting and reaping. Christ
md bids us under
more than

The grand idea that is here celebrated i
and, no matter what our creed may he, we
» that the loftiest conception of humanity is to
-seeking for the good of the whole

mas goes far above the physical life,
stand that we are
eat and drink
self-sacrifice ;
shall a
vield sel

something creatures who
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B chould be wiser and happier, because more grateful, if
The Q‘-llet Hour we were always mindful of our privilege in this regard
And should we not rate more heaply any honor that men
Memories of Christmas-Tide could pay us if we remember that every day we sat at the
table of the Great King.—James Russell Lowell.
The return of happy (hristmas comes to gladden our
hearts and make joyous all Wi have heard the sweet
Sty of Bethlehem. So amid the festivities of hristmas Fair With Christ
“‘i‘ we -—‘”h“ sweel reminiscence I ‘h“‘(”“m.! days, El"'l I'here are two reasons “]A\ you J\rl”‘,\] be 1‘.“( \\\‘]l
the hallowed influences ol the Christ story, His birth at  (Ohrist . -
Bethlchem, and the hymns ol the angels, ¢ Peace on earth First: Because you need Him.
ind good-will to men,” that the shepherds heard on In a certain Austrian city they say there is a bridge
Judea’s hill nd the family gatherings; what sweet  which spans the river dividing the ¢ ity, and on this brid
memories crowd our mind, as we IEIC mber the festal  there are twelve statues of Christ: He is represented as
yard, and the evening-time, ¥ round the hallowed hearth- 4 sower, and all the peasants passing over stop to worship
tone, the sweet home life, wher the Christmas tree was  Him here; He is pictured as a carpenter, and the artisans
) ¢ ¢ of joy, or when we sathered in the old church,  passing by bend the knee in adoration; He is a physician,
n ned to the Christma carols, and in wonderment and all the sick draw near if only He might heal them;
wzed upon the great Christmas tree, with 1t sterious  again He is a sailor and all the seamen going forth to sea
¥ nake happy child life, and teach u Gol's oo to Teceive His blessing. This may or may not be
o oift—Mre, F. D. Bake true. but we know that there is evervthing in Christ we
need, and we have but to claim it
Second: He needs you to ghow forth His glory
« peace on Earth’’ No one will really appreciate Christ until the v see what
He can do in a human life. He must ghow forth his

During the ages of poverty and unrest before Christ
g s gentleness < foreiveness in your life and
\me, God looked at humanity, saw 1t indigence and rest S His gentleness, H rgiveness in your life and
lessness. 1le looked down the centuries, saw Uus, s ww what I g .
4 - I went into the Sistine Chapel 1n Rome and with great
ve needed, then sent angels to proclaim that His answer
g fitul cry for help, for rest, wa the Ba difficulty studied the magnificent frescoing on the ceiling
+o the world's pitiful cry for help, for rest, was Jab al ;
2 I i} ihove me Then after an hour of this painful work 1
it Bethlehem \ \ " }
[ Bal hood ; understood humanit wi noticed a man hy my side looking into a mirror which he
he Babe grew to manhood ; understood humagity > ) )
Abe grew manho held in his hand, the position of which he was constantly

ve Himself to } )
; changing. 1 stepped near enough to see that the mirror

touched with a feeling of 118 infirmities ;

lift its burdens and bring the promised " peact ) reflected the picture on the ceiling, and so the study of it
sefore He went back to His home in glory, H¢ looked  was comparatively ensy.

at the riches in His Father’s storehouse and sought the It is absolutely essential in these days that we should

ifts to leave as ”'i last  reflect the beauty of Christ, and many a man will be blind

valuable
: to all that He is unless he can see fim in our everyday
v, J

most valuable of all the

| r Chapman, D.D., in {nother Mile

living ?

Wi

The Rainy Diary
11 was looking over her diary for the old year
exclaimed, “What a rainy year last year
It seems as if my diary just

vain. Hear this: ¢ A rainy day g

More rain,’ ¢ Stormed all day, * A shut-in day on account
of rain; ‘ Showers, ¢ Cold rain,’ ¢« Showers,”  Cold rain,’
¢ Rain and slush,’ and o it goes Isw’t it funny? And yet

loesn’t seem to have been 8 1ch a stormy year, as I look

A\ young
Suddenly she
must have been
overflows with rain, rain

mother

back.”

t all to sunny weather

“ lave vou found any relerence a
in vour diary, Mabel ?” sked her mother

“No-0, 1 can’t say that T have,” replied the girl, hesi
tatingly

You see, you have taken all the pleasant days for
1 her mother, smilingly. “ You don’t

granted, dear,” s
mention the sunny days,
gional day of rain, you are ¢ areful to enter a complaint in
vour diary. Is that quite fair

«No, no—of course not!” « ried the girl. “ But, really,
I never thought of it in that way. I gee now that the rea-
son why I mentioned the rainy days was because they came
<o rarely, not because they came 80 frequently. It was
yming very often that reminded me to
ame so regularly that

but when there comes an occé

simply their not e
put them down! The sunny days «
r thought to speak of them.”

I neve
od's Guest «There is something for you to bear in mind through
“1In just the same

or mother reminded her.
blessings of every kind so exceed our trials that
Jeal of self-denial W do not think to give our heavenly Father credit for
them. We take our innumerable daily blessings for
1. but when anything goes wrong what a cry of com-
raise! There may be no more than half a day

ot Christian if I were always life, dear,
at the house of some way, our

I think T could be a pe
v visitor, I have sometimes been,
hospitable friend. 1 can ghow a great
of everything is urged upon me with

kindly importunity When 1 meditate upon the pains  grantec
1les plaint w

entertainment in this life, in the end

variety of seasons, of human character and fortune, on the of showers in a fortnight of sunshine, but it goes into our
ostliness of the hangings and the furniture of our book of memory, whereas all the sunny days get not a line
dwellings here, I sometimes ool a singular joy in looking Think of that, my dear, when you are
<elf as God’s guest, and cannot but believe that we find fault with your lot.”
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Five Resolutions

Jonathan Edwards, who left a greater mark upon
America than almost any other man among her earlier
thinkers, made five resolutions for himself in his youth,
and lived by them faithfully. To study them is to see one
secret of his greatness. To adopt them will make any young
soul nearer to greatness itself. They are as follows:

1. Resolved: To live with all my might while I do live.

2. Resolved: Never to lose one moment of time, but to
improve it in the most profitable way I possibly can.

3. Resolved: Never to do anything which I should
despise or think meanly of in another.

4. Resolved: Never to do anything out of revenge.

5. Resolved: Never to do anything which T should be
afraid to do if it were the last hour of my life.

These resolutions did not come from a weak nature, nor
from a character free from temptations and faults. They
prove that by internal evidence. A youth who had to
make Resolution Number Four evidently had a Lard fight
to control a hot and revengeful temper. Resolution Num-
ber Two shows that Jonathan Edwards was as lazy as the
average Christian, to start with. They are not the resolves
of a perfect saint, but those of a striving young so!, con-
scious of its own dangers and weaknesses. That is their
value and their inspiration. To adopt them is fo take np
ile same struggle, and through it win nobility, virtue and
elevation of character just as Jonathan Edwards did long
ﬂgik

Hurry and Worry

Dr. Charles F. Deems, for years the pastor of the
“Church of the Strangers,” in New York, declared
shortly before his death that he helieved a little poem of
nis called, “ A Little Letter in Rhyme,” would live longer
than any of his many other writings. He found himself one
day confronted with a mountain of work that seemed im-
possible, and 1t discouraged him. In dismay he hegan to
ask: “How can I do all this? What shall [ do?” Then
a voice seemed to say to him: “ Do not try to do the work
now, but write a poem.” Taking up his pen and thinking
for a moment, he wrote the first verse:

The world is wide,
In time and tide,
And God is guide;
Then do not hurry.
Some time after that, away from home to il an engage-
ment to lecture, he encountered very discouraging circum-
stances, and was pacing in his room with painful anxiety.
But he suddenly remembered the little verse he had written
weeks before; and taking his pencil he wrote the second
verse:
That man is blest
Who does his best
And leaves the rest;
Then do not worry.
Reading the verses over, he went contentedly to bed; and
in the morning found himself refreshed in body and in
mind, and the things that he feared had vanished.

For Solitary Days

Two ladies were chatting about.a third who had just
been complaining of a ‘‘so lonely’’ afternoon. One said,

“Too bad. If I had known I would have gone to her'

and cheered her up.”’

The other replied in musing tone, ‘‘But really T can’t
understand how any one can suffer for being alone just
a few hours.”” .

A season of solitude now and then ought not to torture
any one. ‘‘Having fun with the mind” is the way one
bright man puts his method of dealing with his quiet
hours. “‘I like to be alone now and then and think
things over all to myself,”” said a woman popular in
society. ‘‘Enjoying myself,”” is a phrase often used by
people when speaking of the good times they have had
in the midst of lively doings. Really to enjoy oneself
when all alone is perfectly consistent with humility and
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with kindly social attitude towards others. To ‘‘look out
for a rainy day’’ is wisdom’s way in managing one’s
finances. No less so is it to look out for the ‘‘alone’’
days that are sure to come to every one and be ready
with a store of ‘“‘fun’’ material of some sort, to make
these real red-letter days in one’s life. A well-stored
mind, habit of reading, love of pictures, habit of looking
back on pleasant times in one’s life, love of ‘‘studying
out things’’ in social or business or church relations—
all of this is the wisest sort of looking out for the times
when one must depend upon self for entertainment.—
Wellspring.

Qur Place in the World

Diderot said, “To make one blade of grass grow all
nature must co-operate.” The life of the distant star is
surely very remote from the little blade of grass that hides
itself in the valley—yes, remote, but yet vitally related to
it. Science will have no absolute separations. In the vast
system of creation, that blade has its place to occupy and
its contribution to make,

So, too, in the world of moral and spiritual forces. No
life is without purpose and mission. Whatever your place
in society, however obscure your lot, remember there is a
distinct place for you in the vast spiritual economy of
God,

1 emphasize this because it is so difficult for many to
realize it. You live, perhaps, in a two or three-roomed
house, and nearly all that you concern yourself about is
there; it is difficult for you to realize that the immeasar-
able universe, the “eternities and immensities” which Car-
Iyle spoke of, can have any regard to the life you live, or
that your life can affect them. Moreover, you note how the
great men die, and the world goes on as before. But the
world is not the same as if they had never heen. Bismarck
has left an indelible mark on Germany and Paul on Christ-
endom. England is different hecause John Wesley preached
there.—T'. Rhondda Williams.

Hymns You Qught to Know

XXll.—In Heavenly Love Abiding

In heavenly love abiding,
No change my heart shall fear,
And safe in such confiding,
For nothing changes here,
The storm may rage without me,
My heart may low be laid,
But God is round about me,
And can I be dismayed?

Wherever He may guide me,
No it shall turn me back;
My Shepherd is beside me,
And nothing can I lack.
His wisdom ever waketh,
His sight is never dim:
He knows the way He taketh,
And T will walk with Him,

Green pastures are before me,
Which yet T have not seen;
Bright skies will soon be o’er me,
Where darkest clonds have been.
My hope I cannot measure;
My path to life is free;
My Saviour has my treasure,
And He will walk with me.
—Miss Anna L. Waring.

The tune on page 3 of the Canadian Hymnal may be
use l to this hymn,

e VT
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This Paper

The first number of this paper was js=ned on January

pdge Cards, Cha
e Supplies, she
tontreal or Hulifax.

. Epworth
ho sent Lo

1st, 1899, consequently we are closing, with this numbery
the tenth year of its history. The preliminary calenla
tions showed that a paper like this could be published
at 30 cents, provided that a circulation of 5,000 could
be secured. This was done, but unfortunately for the
paper, during the past fow vears the cost of printing has

steadily increase , that each anuual veport has shown

a deficit. This has hecome so serious as o demand atten-

tion. Other papers have met the same difficulty, and have

colved it by increasing their subscription price, as both
the Guardian and Outlook have recently done.

At the last weeting of the Executive of the Book and
Publishing Committee we were face to lace with the
alternative of either reducing the size of the BEeworti
Lra or increasing the price, and it was felt that the
former would be the better thing to do.  About the only
fault that we have heard concerning our paper is that
we were wiving the subscribers too much for their money,
and that the amount of reading matter was too great to
be properly assimilated.  Beginning with next number

we shall publish 24 pages instead of bt we will try
to give our readers the same variety of topics, only the
articles will be somewhat shorter. This change will, how-
ever, only partially meet the lose, and we will also need a
substantial increase‘in the cireulation. If the subserip-
tion list falls off to any appreciable extent, the result
will be that the Era will go out of existence altogether,
a consummation devoutly to he regretted,  Let it be un-
derstood that the only way for the Epworth League to
have a paper of its own is for its members to rally to its
support in a loyal and enthusiastic way.

What Shall We Do for Christmas?

This is a question which an organization like the
Epworth League should seriously consider, so that what-
over is undertaken may be done intelligently and thor-
oughly. In any benevolence that the League plans for,
care should be taken to look after those who are most
likely to be forgotten. The Chureh as a whole, and the

charitable institutions are
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likely to supply the needs of

{those who are known to be poor, for the spirit of good-

will is in the air, and some

families will probably receive

hevond their needs, at this time. Lot the League seek

out those who perhaps ma

v not be in actual want, and

vet would appreciate a little kindly attention. There

may be young men and W

have no homes to go to at

cinte an invitation to dinner. Th

wons in the neighborhood w

whom a Christmas message

balm. ~Remember that ther

omen in the community who
Christmas, who would appre-

are doubtless per-
hio have had great trouble, to

wood cheer would come as

0 countless ways of illus-

ar

{rating the Master's * Inasmuch as ye have done it,” be-

sides the giving of money

or provisions, and Christmas

i u good time to put them in action

Spiritual Stock-Taking

This is the time of th
others * take stock.”™ 1t is
{he sign o the door of a
few davs on account of st
upon another year of acti
pause for a little while a

husiness, discovering how 1

mains, and what have been the profits or losse

o vear when merchants and
quite a common thing to see
husiness house, * Closed for a
ovk-taking.”  Before entering
vitv. the business man must
nd deliberately look over his
yueh has heen sold, what re-
of the

vear. If this is important in a mercantile concern, would

it not he a profitable thing to do in connection with an

organization like the Epwe

stock-taking, and let them 1
some very plain guestions,
carnest in carrving on th
had to our member

have w

of our ass
voung people of the congt

fellowship with Christ and

“ Are we looking after the
sick, helping the needy, w

ywth League. Let the officers

{ together in private session for the purpose of spiritual

1ot be afraid to ask themselves
“ Are we really in
“What accessions
“ How many

such a

is work?

iship this yea

wiate members have become active?” “ Are the

egation heing led into closer
into fields ol active service ?”
. home field, by visiting the
\l cheering the despondent ?”

Other questions will - suguest themselves, but there is

enough here to fill a serious

hour or two.

Three Important P's
In England there is a movement which aims at
reaching non-churchgoers, by prnvidiug “Pleasant Sun-
day Afternoons,”” in the form of interesting religious

s es which are marked
breezy talking. One of the

by good singing and bright,
leaders in this movement says

that three things are necessary to make it successful—
prayer, preparation and publicity. These three words
suggest the conditions of success for religions work of

any kind, with special @

\ppropriateness to Epworth

Leagne mectings, Of course Christian people would not
think of undertaking anything relating to the Master's
Kingdom without much prayer. This lies at the very
threshold of every Christian campaign. Then should

follow preparation—painst

aking and systematic. Sue-

cossful services do not happen, but are the result of

careful planning and earn
is too often lost sight of.
there must be publieity.

st work. This is a fact that
Last of all, but not least,
What is the use of spending

time and effort in getting up a first-class programme if

you do not let the people

know about it. Use posters,

blackboard bulletin, hand-bills, invitation cards, and, best
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of all. attractive notices in the local press, Printers” ind
costs a little, but it pays every wa) Let cach one of
these P's receive it fair share of attention, and success

is more than half acomplished

An Unfair Procedure

An old gentleman who was asked on one occagion to

ypen a meeting with prayer, made special petition for all
who were to take part in the programme, and closed by
saying, “ May the Lord have mercy on the last speaker X
It was a most appropriate prayer, for the last speake
is very often placed in a most embarrassing position
It frequently happens that the most valuable part of th

evening is frittered away by starting late, by irrelevant
remarks from the chairman, prolonged and unnccessary
announcements, ete., so that the speakers have little oppor-

tunity of delivering the addresses which they have pre-

pared. Take our Epworth agne and Sunday School
conventions, for instance. Usually two persons are asked
to speak at the evening session, but no arrangement s
made as to time. The first man often gets interested in

ts the flight of time. The chairman

his subject, and fo
is good-natured and does not like to call him down, with
the frequent result that the last man is called upon when
it is nearly ten o'clock. If he is sensible, he will decline
to speak at that hour. Of course, the audience is dis-
appointed and disgusted, many going home making very
uncomplimentary remarks concerning the management of
the meeting

How often it has happened at the Friday evening Re-
ception Service at our Conferences that the seconder of
the resolution has had only a scant ten or fifteen minutes
to speak to a departing congregation, alter the mover has
occupied nearly an hour, and the young men and the
President have consumed the other hour. This sort of
thing is entirely unfair.

When there are two speakers on a programme there
should be a distinct understanding as to the length of

time each is to have, and the chairman ought not to be at

ht of

The Secret of Success

An Important Change

% these number six magazines,
time, and therefore
Erwortn Eray must ceasc
will suceeed him is not

as soon as possible.
» next number concerning

1y, but our readers can count upon 1t

and full of good things, as usual
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Practical Methods of Work

A Large Society

upon the picture, he
it is, and then rel
him. This will creat
people will be wrong

A soclety need not be a large one to
be a good one; but, to be the best pos-
sible one, it must be as large as possible

Numbers are to be sought, not to swell
statistics and make a show, but for the

greater good that can be done with
larger numbers Numbers mean en
thusiasm, Numbers multiply the influ
ence of these meetings and the pledge.

Numbers increase the power of the so

clety to accomplish much for Christ

opportunity for
mation or ignorance.

stand up, and if the n|

in name or in

Furnishing a

The old game of

)metimes a soclety is small simply keeps in his Refriger
because of inertia. The lookout com- lose its fun-making p
mittee grows lax, and the older members wards and develops mj
become satisfied with the society as it Is. one starts in and says

Sometimes a society is small because keeps in his refrigera
its activities run along a narrow channel next rej this and ¢
and e not broad and varied enough to a thing that begins
inte t more than a few. The remedy can think of. The
is to branch out in many directions, of these, and adds
reaching out for new sets of young peo with “ec” So 1t
ple, with new interests whole alphabet, each

Sometimes a society is small because article and peating

The Social

€ OUIABLE themselves and endeavor to prom
OPIMISTIC eno
COURTEOUS to all regardle
INGENIOUS in devising inte
A TIVEin the c
LOYAL to their Church, their So

f their oceu

arrying out of these program

iety and the

DEDICATED to the Master's use, then havin

E ARNEST in the use

PUNCTUAI

AGGRESSIVE in pushing
lory, be

REVERENT in all things

n opening and cl

ing services.

our d

the work

That yon may be

MELODIOUS.  As the salvation of souls is t

EVANGELISTIC, Tt will foster a spirit of (

NEIGHBORLY in entertaining other societi
wdversary, therefore be

T ACTICAL, make the hest use of your force

President

Department
The 1deal Social Department is composed of Officers and Mem|

ugh to see the silver lining o

The Time and Talents of each Leaguer should be fully

of time aud talonts for Christ

TACIFUL in dealing with others. Good sing

« and plan things

ste sociability in others ; w

f every discouraging cloud
stion or dress ; who are
nes and new methods of work ; who are
mes and methods ; and who are

g done this, let each one be

To avoid confusion be
ever rest upon your oars, always be
epartment. As your supreme aim is God's

wise s serpents and harmless as doves, be

ing makes a bright meeting, so be

he object of the Le ¢'s existence, be

hristian fellowship if you are

es. Remember you are fighting a skilful

A. W. Hoxe

of Strathroy District Epworth lLeagues

no systematic effort is made after new
members. In that « institute a regu
lar canvi by streets and houses, and

young person has
join.—Our

keep at it till every
received an invitation to
Young Folks

Identification Social

Clip a number of pictures of celebratel
people from papers and magazines
Place them in a hat, with faces down
ward, At a given signal have each one
of the company take out one of these
pictures All then get quiet for five
minutes, while each person endeavors to
think up facts about his prominent per-
son to relate to the company when the
time is called It is diffcult for many
people to recognize a face and fix a name
to it. It might be well to print the me
under each face. Number all of the pic
tures, and mix them up so that they do
not come in order. At the end of the
designated period Number “1" must

befor It may come something like
thi “My grandfather keeps in his re-
f ator apples, bats, candles, darkies,
egge, flatirons, goats, hearts, ice, jugs,
knockers,” etc. The game may be made
to teach something about eatables. and
the “ fun” part be cut out. Then a real
list of things must be given that are
kept in an ice-box in summer

Bright Meetings

The reason why some Epworth League
meetings are lacking in interest is that
many of the members fail to realize that
their success depends more upon the
efforts of the society than upon the efforts
of the leader, and they let him bear the
entire burden. When a long and oppres
sive silence falls, as it sometimes does,
they do not lift a voice to break it, and
then they complain of uninteresting meet-
ings. There is nothing which so effec-
tually destroys the life of a prayer meet-
ing or dampens so completely the enthusi-

ERA. 4
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asm of the leader as a failure on the part
of the society to respond to the request
for voluntary exercises. Meetings ought
to be brignt, there should be no lagging,
but each one should try to contribute
something to help the leader along.
uv . a 1 8ho

g arly eve member being
present. The officers for the next six
months were elected and other business
transacted, An urgent appeal was made
by the president for the quiet hour and
Bf"le marksmen.

1e social evening that followed was
enjoyed the more because of the feeling
that some definite work had been ac
complished in the Master's service
E. World

Our Associates

Let the members of the lookout com
mittee divide the associates among them,
each looking out for one or more, and
seeking to bring him to active member
ship and to Christ

At least once a year choose from the
uniform topics some appropriate one, and
hold an associate membe meeting,
mainly devoted to showing them why
they should openly confess Christ

The members of the lookout commit
tee should see to it that some word for
the associate members is spoken at every
prayer meeting

Give the associates definite work to do
in every meeting, though, of course, they
should not be asked to lead the meetings
Give them some committee work to do
though they should not be placed on the
great spiritual committaes—Selacted

Local Plans Contest

The local Young People's Society can
have a Soclal Department contest. Let
each member read and plan until he has
worked out a game, a soclal or a literary
programme that has not been used lo-
cally. Have them handed to a commit-
tee, who will remove names and hand
them over to judges, who may select the
best plan, following a set of rules agreed
on beforehand. This will put everyone
to work, and will give a number of new
plans, which will likely fit the surround-
ing conditions. This plan may als> un-
cover material for a future so~ial “ Chalr-
man,” or at least discover valuable mem-
bers of Committee.
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The BooKk Shelf

Any of the books on (his page can be ordered from William Biiggzs, Publisher, Toronto.

e FPree Rife. By Woodrow Wilson,
president of Princeton University. Spe-
cial type designs by the Merrymount
Pres cloth, glit top, 76 cents

President Wilson, in this forceful lit-
tle volume, based upon a baccalaureate
address delivered before his own uni-
versity, makes a plea for individuality—
the living of one's life unfettered by
conventionality and tradition.

“What Is Worth While” Series. Published
by the T. Y. Crowell Company, New
York. Price, 30 cents net; postage, b
cents.

This is a beautiful series of dainty
little boo! lets on religious themes, by
well-known writers. They are very suit-
able as gift books. The following are
recent publications of the geries:

Our Rich Inheritance. By James F. Jen
ness.
A striking resumé of the privileges
we of the twentieth century enjoy.

Turning Northward. By J. R. Miller.
One of the most popular of recent
essays by this widely read author.

A Cure for Care. By J. R. Miller.

A practical bit of “Don't worry " phi-
losophy sadly needed by this day and
generation,

The Hope of Tmmortality. By Charles F.
Dole.

A comprehensve summing-up of the
every-day reasons which cause belief in
an after life.

whe Sure and Living Faith. By George A.
Gordon.
A pointed comparison between the
faith inspired by Christianity and that
of other beliefs.

The of Time By Florence L.

Barclay.

An impressive little story intended to
teach how important it is to say the
right word and do the right thing when
the opportunity occurs as the “ wheels of
time” move on, and the second chance
very often does not come to us.

ration With God. EB‘{ Arthur  W.
Robinson, D.D. Published by Cassell &
Co., London, New York and Toronto.
“We are here to help God " is the sen-
tence which forms the keynote of this
helpful and suggestive volume. It shows
how the weakest man or woman may co-
operate with God in carrying out His
designs. For all who have any desire
to work for God the book has a most im-
portant message.

The Year of Grace; a history of the Ulster
Revival of 1869, By Rev. Willlam Gibson,
Published by Oliphant, Anderson and
Ferrier, Edinburgh, Price 75c.

This is a reprint of a book published
many years ago, and is termed a “ Jubi-
lee Edition.” It describes a wonderful
work of grace which took place in Ire-
Jand fifty years ago, and is full of strik-
ing incidents.

Talks to the ‘ll( Children. By Sylvanus
Stall, D.D, b the second series of
“Object to Children” Toronto:

Sermo

Willlam Briggs. Price, $1 net.

Some minsters declare that they can-
not preach to children, and many of
them seldom try, which is a great pity.

A book of this kind could scarcely fall
to be helpful to all pastors and others
called upon to conduct children's meet-
ings. These talks on the common ob-
jects of life are bright and crisp, models
of point and brevity.

It is an ideal volume for use in the
home, and will lighten the labors of many
a mother, teacher or nurse, who is at
a loss how to interest a child in a
profitable manner, as it has in its teach-
ings that grit and substance which go
in the making of a sturdy moral man-
hood and womanhood.

ial Life, By C. J. Ridgeway, D.D.

Dean of Carlisle. Published by Cassell

& Co.,, London, New York and Toronto.

The Christian in his relations to vari-
ous interests by which he is surrounded
is the subject of this book. The follow-
ing chapter headings will give an idea of
its scope: “The Christian at Home,"
“The Christian and Society” * The
Christian and the Nation,” “ The Chris-
tian and the Church of Christ,” “The
Christian and Work,” ** The Christian and
Sunday.”

The volume is one of a series on'* The
Christian Life,” by eminent writers, and
is intended to set forth the practical
duties of all who profess the Christian
name. It is worth reading.

Christian Marriage. Dy Canon Hensley.
Published by Cassell & Co, London,

New York and Toronto.

This is a companion volume to the
Bishop of Carlisle's “ Home Life” but
it discusses the subject of marriage only,
taking up the *“Teaching of Christ,”
“The Teaching of St. Paul,” * Christian
Marriage Under Modern Conditions of
Life," ete. It is a very thorough treat-
ment of an important subject.

Home Life. By J. W. Diggle, D.D., Bishop
of Carlisle. Published by Cassell & Co,
London, New York and Toronto.

An able treatment or a most impor-
tant subject, dealing with such topics as
“Sex,” *“Love” *“Courtship,” * Mar-
riage,” “ Home Education,” * Home Diffi-
culties,” *“ Home Religion.” Courtship
and marriage are generally regarded as
subjects about which to joke, but the
author of this book treats them seri-
ously, and gives some much needed ad-
vice. It is a book that ought to be
widely circulated.

Tho Young Christian and the Early Church.
Ey Rev. J. W, Conley, D.D. *“The Chris-

tian Culture Course.”
net, postpaid.

Last month we noticed two excellent
books for young people—"The Young
Christian and His Bible” and * The
Young Christian and His Work.” Here
is a companion volume, which is a series
of lessons based upon the Acts and the
Epistles, setting forth those features
which were most prominently connected
with the early growth of Christianity.
The book is intended for Baptist young
people, and very properly states their
view on baptism. This makes it unsuit-
able for circulation in other denomina-
tions,

Price 60 cents

the Way. By Henry van
Dyke, D.D. Special type designs by the
Merrymount 08 1 pages, 12mo,

$1 net; postage, 10 cents.
York.

This volume includes five essays on

“Ships and Havens,” “ The Poetry of
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the Psalms,” “Joy and Power,” “The
Battle of Life,” and * The Good Old
Way.” The chapters are beautifully
written, and are full of suggestive
thoughts. * There are really only four
great practical ends,” says the author,
in “ Ships and Havens,” “ for which men
and women can work in this world
Pleasure, Wealth, Fame and Usefulness.
We owe it to ourselves to consider them
carefully, and to make up our minds
which of them is to be our chief object
in life.”

Pastures of Tender Grass. By Charles
Jordan, LL.B, Published by Oliphant,
‘,‘"gﬁ""“ and Ferrier, Edinburgh. Price
1.60.

Sixty-six short sermons to young peo-
ple by a preacher who has had much ex-
perience in talking to children. While
not filled with stories as such books usu-
ally are, they are well illustrated from
Scripture and other sources, and full of
good things. It is a large volume of
over 400 pages.

The Social Duty of our Daughters. By
Mrs. Adolphe Hoffman. Cloth 3Gc net.
Toronto: Willlam Briggs.

The author, a Christian mother in
Geneva, who is prominent in BEuropean
reform work, addresses a most helpful
and suggestive message in this beauti-
ful little volume to mothers and their
grown daughters on the dignity and
privilege of wifehood and motherhood.

Before Marriage. By Mrs. Adolphe Hoff-
man. Cloth 86c net. Wm. Briggs, To-
ronto,

This dainty little volume is addressed
by a Christian mother to her son on the
eve of his marriage. It gives chaste ad-
vice to both the prospective husband and
his bride, and its message will prove
most helpful in bringing happiness and
permanence into the sacred relation upon
which they are about to enter.

On the Open Road; a _creed of wholesome
living. By Ralph Waldo Trine, author
of “In Tune With the Infinite Decora-
tive type, 12mo, net, 50 cents. Postage

cents, Crowell & Co., New York.

All readers of Mr, Trine's series of
“Life Books” will be glad to hear of
this new work of his pen. It is neither
large nor ambitious, but is designed to
fill the need of a convenient pocket men-
tor, a little daily “‘creed of wholesome
living,” The unpretentious volume
really devoted to a series of layman's
sermons, each focussing upon some every-
day thought. For example, his first text
reads: * To live our highest in all things
that pertain to us; and to lend a hand
as best we can to all others for this same
end.”

The Heart's Unbroken String. By John
A. Hutton, M.A, Publish'd by M s:rs.
Oliphant, Anderson and Ferrier, KEiin-
burgh. Price, 156 cents.

This is a helpful little homily on
Hope, which the author speaks of as
the *“ Heart's unbroken string.” It con-
taing a message of cheer to burdened
hearts.

iver and Jungle. Ly Edward S. Ellis.

Published by Cassall & Co,, London, New

York amnd ’Jyornnto,

A story of a boy's travels in India,
as full of adventure as an egg is full of
meat. An enthusiastic lad, the son of &
missionary, goes from America to his
father in the heart of Slam, and on the
way has all sorts of experiences with
tigers, elephants, crocodiles, ete. Incilens
tally, considerable information concern-
ing the country is imparted. The book
is free from profanity and other objec-
tionable features, and will make an ad-
mirable addition to the Sunday School
library.
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The Sunday School

Sow for Sheaves

1 dropped a seed of grain one day,
And covered it with earth,

And left it there alone to die;
But, lo, its death gave birth.

And from its silent tomb came forth
A stalk of green and gold;

And when the harvest time drew on,
I reaped an hundredfold

How oft we drop a seed of truth,
And think perhaps 'tis dead;

But lo, it germinates, and bears
A hundredfold instead !

Then, brother, sow in youth's bright
morn,
Sow in thy manhood’s moon,
Scatter the good seed near and far,
Life's evening cometh soon

The harvest time comes by and by,
And we may yet behold
The seeds we've sown in weakness here
Return in sheaves of gold.
—Angelus.

A Vhloﬁ of the Class

Y. Mullins said at Louisville
The teacher must have a vision
of his class, He must analyze the spiri-
tual makeup of each boy d girl in the
class, and acquaint himself with it. It
is easier to work with canvas or marble
than to mold and shape a boy, for the
canvas and marble will stay still, whereas
the boy is a bundle of nerves, ever rest-
less and moving, and calculated to de-
stroy the teacher's. But even so, the
teacher must, with patience and perse-
verance and spiritual insight, see in the
hoy the occasion for working out God's
high spiritual truths in his soul. And
the boy, who has ever a quick mind to
appreciate these truths when they are
shown to him, will soon grasp them.
After all, we must kindly remember that
a boy has a million nerves to make him
wriggle and not one to keep him still.”

Dr.
that

The Adult Bible Class

The new book on the Adult Bible Class,
by the editor of this paper, is having a
good sale, not only4n our own chureh, but
in other churches as well. Rev. J. W.
Butcher, general secretary of the British
Wesleyan Sunday School Union, ordered
250 coples to be sent to England. Here
are a few of the kind things that have
been said of the book:

“1 am delighted with ‘ The Aduit Bible
Class.’ It is just the thing the teachers
have been asking for, and will fill a seri-
ously felt want."—Rev. J. A. Doyle, West-
ern associate secretary.

“This book provides the information
our people need, Its practical sugges-
tiveness will be found very valuable to all
teachers, not only those of advanced
classes, but of the intermediate grades as
well."—Rev. 8. T. Bartlett, Eastern asso-
ciate secretary.

“This book is an exvositor of the best
things in the Adult Bible Class Depart-
ment of the Sunday School. It is what
it claims to be—information gathered
from a wide field, to assist and inspire
the workers. It is calculated to do for
this department what Dr. Hazard's book
did for the Home Department some years
ago, namely, increase intelligent work-
ers.—Rev. Aquila Lucas, International
Field Secretary.

Help vour senior department by order-
ing a copy of this book at once.

An Up-to-Date Superin-
tendent

We present to our readers this month
a picture of Mr. Geo. Wedlake, of Brant-
ford, one of the most energetic and up-
to-date Sunday School superintendents of
our church. Mr. Wedlake is a strong
man in every respect. In the community
he stands so high that by his simple
consent he might readily find his way
1o legislative halls. In the business world
Le stands for integrity itself. His life is
an illustration of the triumph of honest
worth, he having forged his way from
the ranks to the position of assis
general manager of the Cockshutt Plow
Co. Like many other busy business men,
Mr. Wedlake finds himself in the various
departments of church work. For eight-
een years he has been the superintendent
of Wesley Sunday School, Brantford.
The school seems to be permeated with
the spirit of earnest practical enthusiasm

MR QEO. WEDLAKE

which characterizes its leader. Every
department is thoroughly alive, there be-
ing an adult Bible-class of about one
hundred members. On their recent Rally
Day the officers of the school surprised
Mr. Wedlake by presenting each person
attending the services with a dainty
badge of ribbon bearing the picture of
the superintendent.

What Is the Sunday School?

For the sake of the young men and
women in our Sunduy Schools, and for
the many others of odult age whom we
are striving to intercst in the school,
let us drop that word ‘*nursery,” and
cease calling the Sunday School “the
nursery of the Church.” If we want to
convey the idea we seek to express we
might allude to the Sunday School as
“the feeder of the Church” and yet
even that implies that the school has
some sort of merely provisional charac-
ter—that it has the marks of a prepara-
tory grade upon it.

The Sunday School ought to be re-
garded as the Church itself in the great
department of its teaching function—in
its explanation and enforcement of the
Word of God to mind and conscience,
In this sense Sunday School scholars
are in reality a part of the Church's
membership, and the school is an in-
tegral and indispensable portion of the
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Church—not an adjunct, an appendage,
an auxiliary, something aside. If all our
members could get this idea into their
convictions they would cease to treat the
Sunday School as if it were a tramp
soliciting ““a bite " at the back door, and
thankful for what it could get. They
would themselves be enrolled in its
membership as earnest students of the
Bible—would see, too, that the Sunday
School must receive its supplies gener-
ously, and that it in turn should be led
to recognize itself as bound up in the
general life of the Church, and of neces-
sity contributing to all its great philan-
thropie causes and spiritual activities,

The Whole Family

Deemer Beidleman, State Field Worker
of Pennsylvania, tells the following in-
teresting experience which he hai in
visiting at a school at Locust Ridge. He
says:

A short time ago it was my pleasure
to visit the Methodist Sunday School at
Locust Ridge, located near Pocono Lake,
Pa., which was intelligently presided
over by Mrs. Jeannette V. Bush. Just
about the time for the opening exer-
cises, a strapping big fellow, with a
souvenir smile on his face, and holding
in his arms his one-year-old son, heading
a family procession of thirteen, entered
the Sunday School room—all members
and regular attendants. The mother is
a teacher in’the Sunday School and a
member of the Teacher Training Class,
as is also one of the daughters, and an-
other daughter is secretary of the school,
while the baby is a member of the Cradle
Roll.  Wouldn't that make President
Roosevelt smile—and the average super-
intendent, for that matter?

Relation of Sunday School
to the Congregation

BY REV. J. WESLEY RUNIONS,

Does our Sunday School occupy the
place in our church plan that it should?
The Sunday School has too often been
a service for women and children, with
two or three men as orderlies, A very
small per cent. of adults are found in
the Sunday School, The Church has
provided two preaching services for the
adults, and at these services even the
children are conspicuous by their ab-
sence. Should not the .children be In-
cluded in one preaching service at least?
In olden time we believe they were at
the worship, and further we believe that
the Bible teaches us to take our children
with us to church. See Deut. 31. 1213,
Joel 2. 16, Matt, 18, 1-6, Mark 10. 13-16.
The Scriptures speak for themselves and
need no comment on this question. We
might state it in these words: " The
Church in the Sunday School and the
Sunday School in the Church,” and this
should be our twentieth century motto for
Sunday School vorkers. Nothing will
prove more effective in evangelizing the
world than to make this “motto” the
basis of our operations. We should have,
we must have, the children at a preach-
ing service, where the pastor may in-
struct them on points of doctrine, polity,
sacraments, membership, etc. They must
be made to feel that they belong to the
church, that they are a part of the chureh,
that the church needs them and they need
the church. We have no real family
worship without the children, and this
is one great lack, indeed, neglect, of the
church, The Sunday School can never
fill this gap with its present composi-
tion; however, the Adult Bible Class
Movement will greatly help to restore
the old landmarks. My proposition is
that we make the morning preaching
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service and the Sunday School a com-
bined service. Sunday School first for
one hour, continued into the congrera-
tional service for forty-five minutes
This can be done with good effect, and
successfully, It needs planning, prepara-
tion and tact on the part of the pastor,
superintendent, teachers and parents.
Keewatin, Ont.

The News Reporter

The writer attended a Sunday School
session to which considerable spice was
added and a touch of variety given
by the reading of the week's * news" of
the school. This was done by the
“reporter.” ‘I'he “news” was Interest-
ingly prepared, and consisted of notes
and paragraphs regarding different mem-
bers of the school—one girl was BoIng
away for the summer, another had just
recovered from an illness, one young man
had added three new members to the
school in two weeks; then there were
humorous little items, all personal in
character, and which, all told, required
but four or five minutes to read. The
time for this was sandwiched in between
a song and the secretary's report. The
superintendent stated that the reporter’s
“news ' was proving of great assistance
in making up an entertaining morning's
programme, especially for summer.—
Fannie Ranson, in The Executive,

Begin Early

An affecting incident of the District
Sunday School Association meeting, held
in the Methodist Episcopal Church at
Oak Bluffs, September 15, was the testi-
mony of three aged people to the worth of
Sunday School instruction. One old lady
arose and sald that in a few days she
would be eighty-four, and that she could
not remember when her name was not
on the roll of a Sunday School. Then
another lady testified that she was
eighty-three, and also a lifetime scholar
in the Bible School. This encouraged
good old “ Unele Nathan” the blind
banana-man, a faithful Baptist brother,
to rise and, declaring his age as eighty-
six, to utter a similar testimony. Moral:

* Begin early to attend the Sunday School,

er you live!

and keep at it as long a

Go After Men

Said Mr. John Wanamaker to a body of
Sunday School workers interested in
Teacher Training, who recently waited
upon him: “1 bhave been a Sunday School
worker for now just turning fifty years.
If T had to do it over again, I would do
the same thing, only, I trust (with a
twinkle in his eye), four times better.
The greatest investment one can make
of his life is to use it in training teachers
who shall teach the young the Word of
God. And,” the veteran Sunday School
superintendent and worker added, with
strong emphasis, “go after men; get
men. We have been seeking the chil-
dren too exclusively. Get the men, and
you will get all the rest.”

“Something Doing”’

“Something doing” and “nothing do-
ing” have become favorite expressions
among business men. When business is
good, men employed, money plentiful, the
situation is summed up cheerfully as
“something doing.” Then everybody is
happy. What we are to aim at always
in the Sunday School is to have *“some-
thing doing” There should be many
plans in force, Everyone should be
working for new scholars. All should
be anticipating next Sunday as the best.
The superintendent can do much to keep
this spirit of work and anticipation in
the school.—The Executive,

THE CANADIAN EPWORTH ERA. 373

Hints for

WorKers

Reliable Members

In a Texas church each new member
is glven a card, on which he is asked to
place a cross opposite the special church
work he is willing to do. At the top of
the card are the words, “ My Church May
Depend On Me,” and a place for the sig-
nature is left at the bottom. What a
good thing it would be if each new
church member would sign the same
statement, “ My church may depend on
me,” and live up to it!

She Reasoned Correctly

One of the young ladies of Epworth
Memorial Methodist Church, of Cleve-
land, allowed two or three poor little
children of Cleveland to share her vaca-
tion with her in her home in the coun-
try. One day she took one of the little
girls over to the fresh-air camp con-
ducted by that church, and there for
the first time in her half dozen years
she saw a vegetable garden! The grow-
ing things were a marvel, and she lookel
and wondered and asked the names over
and over.

Finally she said, © Who makes all thes2
things grow?”

“God does it,” was the answer,

After a little reflection she said: “ Why
couldn’t God make loaves of bread grow
too?" Then she thought a while and
said: “ Well, we can do that, can't we?"
A big thought for a wee girl that God
does not do for us what we can do for
ourselves.

The Religion of Action

Not every one that saith unto Me,
Lord, Lord, shall enter into the kingdom
of heaven, but he that doeth the will of
My Father, which is in heaven.—Mat-
thew 7. 21,

To each and all of us it should be a
cause of joy that the will of God can
be understood and obeyed by us. En-
trance into the kingdom of heaven is
attainable. The condition of admission
is sincerity of purpose. Long ago it was
said by a great preacher: Obedience is
the origin of spiritual knowledge.

A profession of religion may be in word
only. In the passage quoted above this
sort of religion is rebuked, The danger
of such a pretense in the name of the
Lord is emphasized with a plainness of
speech that is the expression of love
that passeth knowledge.

Conclusion: Know and do God's will.
This means safety, gladness, progress
that begins now and never ends.—Bishop
0. P. Fitzgerald.

Putting the Pew to Work

Samuel Cupples, the great merchant,
in reciting recently his experience as a
young man coming to Saint Louis and
finding his church home through the
kindness and attentior. of a Sunday
School superintenden(, said: “I want to
say this: I have been here fifty-six years.
1 have tried to do as well as I could in
building up our church. There are
young men coming to this city all the
time, just like I was. They do want to
have somebody speak to them, and show
that he takes an interest in them. It
would do them so much good. Tt
may change their whole course of life.
This can not be done by the preacher.
It can be done by the men and women
who sit in the pews. They can not be
expected to go and look all over the
church; but if you preachers would im-

press upon your members the importance
of noticing the stranger in the pew in
front or behind them, making it a point
to speak to him, there is no telling how
much good might be done.”

Influence of Healing

Peter's shadow had healing power in
it. The sick upon whom it rested even
for a moment, as he passed by, b
strong and well, and rose up cure:
happy. There are those in every com-
munity who carry with them, wherever
they go, a like influence of healing and
blessing. They bear into a sick room a
delicate sympathy which not only enters
into the experience of the suffering, but
puts new cheer and hope into the heart
of the sufferer. They speak encouraging
and inspiring words, Their face has in it
a message of cheer wherever it appears.
They bring some promise of God, some
word of hope and encouragement. The
discouraged man they meet is made to
feel not only that he has found a friend
who is truly interested in him, but also
that, after all, his case is not so hopeless
as he imagined it to be, and that he need
not despair, He is ready to try again.
It is a blessed thing to carry such cheer
and sympathy to despondent hearts—
Forward,

Lazy Endeavorers

There was a man once leaning against
a tavern doorpost, and some friends of
his asked him:

“Tom, what makes you so lazy?"

And he lifted himself swingingly from
the doorpost, and swayingly stood forth
and said:

I am not lazy. I was born

tired.

There are some Christians who were
regenerated tired, even in a Christian
Endeavor society, and somehow or other,
once in a while, they sort of get tired
and lose their grip on the pledge. The
business of the lookout committee is to
hold those tired Christians steadily up
to their pledge, and see that they keep
it. It isn't always just the pleasantest
duty in the world, and sometimes the
members of the lookout committee draw
back and say, “We are getting on pretty
well.”  “Pretty well” will never do for
a Christian Endeavor Society, never!
You are never to be satisfied until you
do strictly well. Be you sure, members
of lookout committees, when special diffi-
culties are gathering, do you then and
there, for the Lord’s sake, make that
very place of special difficulty the place
of special painstaking. Do it, and do it
now.—Our Young Folks.

Do Something

It is a regrettable fact that so many
of our young people of to-d:v are con-
tent to never rise above iediocrity.
Let us as a body throw off our lethargy
and become alive to our opportunities
and duties. The world calls for those
who are anxious to do something which
will tell for time and eternity.—
B.U W H

1t is said that just a century ago the
first temperance society was formed in
England by a Congregational minister.
Out of 3,000 Congregational ministers in
that country 2,600 are abstainers, and all
who entered that ministry last year were
abstainers, save one.
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From the Field

Simcoe St., Oshawa

One of the best and most successful
meetings of the season was recently held
by the Simcoe Street Methodist Epworth
League, Oshawa. After a small but ex-
cellent musical programme was rendered,
Mr. L. C. Smith, the speaker for the even-
ing, was called up to the platform, his
subject being Shakespeare's * Hamlet.”
Making his story as condensed as possi-
ble, Mr. Smith showed clearly the many
fine points of the play, also the wonder-
ful poetry of Shakespeare, which was
greatly appreciated by the many young
people who filled up the room.

Last Monday evening, Rev, K. J.
Beaton, assistant pastor of Elm Streei
Methodist, Toronto, spoke on *“ Forward
Movement of the Missionary Work.” Over
$200 was raised for missioas during the
coming year.

Successful Rally

Most successful rally day services were
held at Sault Ste. Marie, in the church,
October 4th and Gth. The rally opened
Sunday morning with a sunrise prayer-
meeting. At the 11 o'clock Sunday morn-
ing service a platform meeting was held,
at which W. H. Hearst, K.C,, M.P.P., and
Dr. Goodfellow gave excellent addresses.
The evening service was equally as good,
Rev, E. B. Scott delivering an inspiring
sermon 1o the young people on “ Prin-
ciple.” Good music and singing was a
special feature of these services. The
rally social on Monday evening was a
decided success, one of the main objects
of the social being fully realized by 30
new members. The church was prettily
decorated with flags, maple leafs, and
flowers,  Great enthusiasm was mani-
fested at these services, which will no
doubt encourage the League to greater
efforts and success during the coming
year. The attendance at these services
was 1,400,

Harvest Home Services

On October 4th and 5th the young peo-
ple of Colborne Street Methodist Church,
Brantford, held their annual harvest
home services. The church was attrac-
tively decorated with all the varieties of
fall fruits and vegetables representative
of the harvest.

In the morning Rev. Mr. Patteison, of
Wellington Street Church, preached a
very able and helpful sermon in keeping
with the day. In the evening our service
was somewhat novel, but exceedingly in-
teresting, when three young men of the
League each gave a ten-minute address.

The first speaker, Mr. Wm, Giddens,
ably dealt with the subject, “ What the
Church Owes to the Young Man.”

“What the Young Man Owes to the
Church,” was the subject of the second
address, which was a most earnest and
eloquent one by Mr, W, Bowers,

The third speaker, Mr. Roy Edmanson,
in a very able and practical way, told
some of the things which “The Young
Man in the Church Owes to the Young
Man Out of the Chureh,” thus concluding
an evening of rare interest and undoubt-
ing profit.

On the following evening, Monday, a

most successful concert was given by
the Leaguers in the lecture room, which
was also nicely decorated. It was called
“The Feast of Nations,” because those
taking part represented in costume all
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nationalities and contributed to the pro-
gramme something in keeping with his
or her nationality.

Altogether the evening was a thorough
success, and a substantial sum was real-
ized toward our new piano fund.

During the summer our League has
been progressive, both in numbers and
interest. Now we are planniug our fall
work, and are hoping for another active
and helpful year. Cor. Sec.

A Candy Social

Mr. Thornton Graham, Social Vice-
President of the Epworth League in
Trinity Church, Toronto, sends the fol-
lowing account of a successful social
evening :

If the programmes given by your
Social Department are not being success-
ful in getting a good attendance of gen-
tlemen as well as ladies perhaps it is
because you do not have sufficient variety.
A candy-making contest proved a great
success at Trinity Methodist Church last
night, when about 85 gentlemen and over
125 ladies were present.

An announcement was made one week
before that the contest would take place,
giving the ladies time to prepare, with
the result that we had an assortment of
home-made candy that would be a credit
to our National Exhibition.

The candy was judged by competent
persons, and the prizes awarded. It was
found necessary to divide it into four
classes, viz.: taffy, fudge, maple cream,
and Turkish delight. This was passed
around afterwards for refreshments, We
find that the people do not want a meal
of cake, pie, sandwich and coffee on every
social night, but the lighter the refresh-
ments are the better the opinions the
people have of your social the next day
and the more likely they are to come
again,

In our church the Young Men's Club
and Epworth League meet together on
social nights, and the secretary of our
Club is Social President of the League,
and half of our offices are filled with
young men,

Just a Line or Two

A new League has been organized at
Wetaskewin, Alta., with a membership of
about 40, and eight subscribers to the Era.

Rev. Mr. Thorn, District Organizer, has
succeeded in starting a League at Hay-
field, Man. The outlook is encouraging.

An Epworth League was organized re-
cently at the Zion Appointment of the
Moorefield Circuit, which has started with
a good swing.

The League at Ireland Island, Bermuda,
has been reorganized, with 40 members.
The pastor says that it is the best young
people’s society he has ever worked with.
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teach, took this opportunity of expressing
their good wishes,

Mr. W, E. Dyer, who was the energetic
President of the Adult Bible Class in the
Metropolitan Church, is now giving his
attention to the lecture fleld. His illus-
trated lecture on “ The Tissot Bible Paint-
ings” provides a really interesting and
instructive evening, which we can highly
recommend to all our Epworth Leagues.

Goderich District

The District Epworth League and Sab-
bath School Convention, held in Auburn
Oct. 13th and 14th, was a decided success
in every way. The attendance at every
session was large, and with the exception
of a substitution, the entire programme
was carried out.

The various speakers and subjects were
as follows: “ What Does our Epworth
League Stand For?” Rev. W. H. Hiles,
B.A., Bayfield. * The Sabbath School and
the Church,” Rev. W. Conway, B.A,, B.D.,
Nile. *“How to Increase the Kfficiency of
Our Leagues,” (a) Missions, Miss Bent-
ley, Blyth; (b) Morally, Miss B. Green,
Clinton; (¢) Socially, Miss L. Campbell,
Westfield. “ How to Improve Our Hp-
worth League Meetings,” Miss C. E. Hus-
ton, Londesboro. ' Deaconness Work,"
Miss Richardson, Toronto. Revs, D. M.
Camus, St. Mary's, and A. H. Laing,
Exeter, President of the London Confer-
ence, each gave stirring and impressive
addresses at the closing session.

The officers for the ensuing year are as
follows:

Hon. President—Rev, D. Rogers. Sea-
forth.

President—Rev. A. E. Jones, Auburn.

1st Vice—Mr. J. Millian, Goderich.

2nd Vice—Miss M. A. Bailie, Nile.

8rd Vice—Mrs, E. Bender, Blyth.

4th Vice—Miss L. Stevens, Clinton.

Hth Vice—Rev, Dr. Dougall, Goderich.

Secretary—Mr. A. F. Johns, Auburn.

Treasurer—Miss Clara Dennison, Wal-

ton.
District Representative to Conference—
Rev. H. B. Currie, Londesboro.

Belleville District

The Fourteenth Annual Convention of
the Epworth League workers from the
various circuits within the Belleville dis-
trict was held in Foxboro in the after-
noon and evening of Friday, Oct, 2, 1908,
The splendid weather made the attend-
ance one of the largest in the history of
the organization. The interest manifested
in this work deepened and increased
throughout the sessions, making it a most
helpful and inspiring gathering.

One of the most encouraging signs was
the ready way and the excellent manner
in which all the fifteen Leagues presented
their reports and took part in the discus-
slons.

Professor Doxsee gave a practical talk
on “ How Best to Promote Bible Study.”

Miss Florence Adams introduced the
topie, “ The Junior League.”

Rev. .G. B. Greatrix, chairman of the
district, gave “The Latest News From
the Front,” as gleaned from his attend-
ance at the General Sunday School and
Epworth League Board meeting, held in
Toronto last month.

“The Needs and Advantages of the

Sunday, Nov. 1st, was * y
Day " in the Brussels Sunday School
Very attractive handbills helped to cre-
ate interest in this monthly meeting, and
a good collection was taken up for mis-
slons.

Bridge Street Sunday School recently
honored Mr., and Mrs, F. E. O'Flynn on
the occasion of their “silver wedding.”
The officers and teachers of the Sunday
School, and the members of tne Adult
Bible Classes which Mr. and Mrs, O'Flynn

School at C were pre-
sented by Miss L. Rush and Professor
Doxsee, after which Miss Sweetman gave
a talk on “ Deaconess Work."

“The Social Side of League Work"
was the subject of an excellent paper read
by Miss Nora Reynolds, of Stirling.

Dr. Bishop then closed with a mission-
ary address, “ Jesus Expectant.”

The officers for the ensuing year are:

President—Rev. C. E. Cragg, Foxhoro.

ll‘l“ Vice—Rev. J. L. Clarry, Shannon-
ville,
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2nd Vice—Miss Elda Nobes, Bayside.

3rd Vice—Mr, G. F. Stewart, Belleville.

4th Vice—Miss Laura Phelps, Canifton.

5th Viee—Miss Florence Adams, Belle-
ville.

Secretary Treasurer—Miss Louise Rush,
Canifton.

Conference Representative—Professor
E. R. Doxsee, Belleville,

Stratford District

The Annual Convention of the Stratford
District was held in St, Mary’s, Oct. 22nd
and 23rd, and was very successful. The
weather was lovely, bringing out a fine
attendance. There was a deep under-
current of spiritual feeling. The ad-
dresses and songs of Rev. G. W. Dewey,
of London, were much enjoyed.

The following officers were elected:

President—Rev. J. H. Osterhout, B.D.,
Kirkton,

1st Vice—Mr. H. L. White, St. Mary's.

2nd Vice—Rev. J. C. Reid, B.A.,, Al-

ood.
3rd Vice—Miss N. Forman, Stratford.
4th Vice—F. Willlams, Munroe.
Hth Vice—Mrs. Kercher, Stratford.
Secretary—Miss Savadge, St, Mary's.
Treasurer—Miss Phoebe Code,
bridge.

Orangeville District

The Leagues of the Orangeville District
convened at Shelburne, on Wednesday,
September 30th, and Thursday, October
1st, the first evening being devoted to
the “ Mock Trial” of Institute fame.
The performers were the members of the
Shelburne League, and the result was
that considerable talent for oratory was
shown by the young men who acted
as lawyers on the occasion, and many
helpful suggestions were received by
those who listened. About fifteen of the
Orangeville Leaguers drove over for the
evening, and were entertained to lunch
by the Sogial Committee of the local
League before returning home.

Thursday the weather was very un-
favorable, but the sessions were bright
and interesting. The new officers are »

Hon, President—Rev, H. Harper,
Orangeville,

President—Ernest G. Button, Shel-
burne.

1st Vice—Wilmer Walker, Bowling

Green.

2nd Vice—Will Kearns, Orangeville.

3rd Vice—Efiie Copeland, Honeywood.

4th Vice—George Irwin, Relessey.

6th Vice—Lila MecAllister, Alton.

Secretary—Araletta Large, Shelburne.

Treasurer—/Jessie Johnston, Laurel.

Conference Representative—Bertha M.
Lathwell, Orangeville.

In the afterncon, Miss Nellie Boynes,
Toronto, addressed the delegates en-
thusiastically on * Junior Work ”: Mr. T.
H. Keough, Toronto, spoke on Missions ;
Miss Lathwell, Orangeville, gave a “ Gist
of the Summer Schools ” ; and Rev. B. R.
Strangways, Shelburne, reviewed Chas.
M. Sheldon’s “ In His Steps.® The event
of the afternoon session was the “ Round
Table Conference,” ably conducted by
Rev. Dr. A, C. Crews, in which almost
every delegate took part.

After an hour's rest from work the
delegates were invited to the lecture
room and entertained to dinner, along
with the local executive and the new dis-
trict officers, This feature of the pro-
gramme was quite a success as a means
of getting everybody acquainted with
everybody else, and promoting discus-
elons of topics interesting to Leaguers.
Several toasts were proposed, and re-
sponded to manfully, although most of
the speakers were taken by surprise, and
in some cases were totally unused to
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public speaking. In replying to the toast
of the * General Secretary,” Dr. Crews
rewarked that it was the very first time
he had ever been “ toasted,” although he
had heen “ roasted " more than once.

In the evening the programme con-
gisted chiefly of an instructive address
by Dr. Crews. There were also short
addresses by representatives from the
distiict, and music by the Shelburne
choir, and the most successful convention
of some years for this district was
brought to a close.

Palmerston . istrict

The Annual Epworth League and Sun-
day School Convention of the Palmerston
District was held at Harriston on Thurs-
day and Friday, October 29th and 30th.
The convention was well attended, es-
pecially in the evening. Thursday after-
noon Sunday School work was given
prominence, and many of the delegates
availed themselves of the opportunity of
discussing the different questions that
were introduced. All the speakers were
from the district, and threw much en-
thusiasm into their talks. The evening
sesslon was particularly interesting. Ep-
worth League work was discussed during
the morning, and many practical ideas
were given out.

The officers for the ensuing year:

Hon, President—Rev. T. Colling, B.A.,
President of the Conference, Drayton.

President—Rev. A. 8. Colwell, B.A,

Alma,
1st Vice—C. H. Bernath, Palmerston,
20d Vice—Mrs, J. Lavery, Harriston.
3rd Vice—Miss E. Maie Archer, Stirton.
4th Vice—Miss A, Jackson, Parker.
5th Vice—Mrs. (Rev.) T. Colling,
Drayton.
Secretary—R. M. Atkins, Bosworth.
Treasurer—Miss Maud Klemmer, Clif-
ford.
Conference Kepresentative—Rev. G. W.
Down, B.A,, B.D,, Glenallan.

Strathroy District

The most successful Convention for
many years was held in Strathroy, Oct.
Sth, 6th and Tth.

On Monday evening, Oct. 6th, the Con-
vention was opened by a reception ten-
dered the delegates by the Strathroy
League. A short programme was given,
lunch served, and all enjoyed the social
evening.

Tuesday, Oct. 6th, was Epworth Leagne
day. An interesting Bible stvdy was
taken by Rev. M. L. Pearson. The mis-
slonary situation of the district was ably
discussed by Dr. Calder. The 8. 8. or-
chestra from Petrolea came down and
added much to the enjoyment of the seo-
sions on Tuesday.

Mr. R. W. Hedly, B.A,, gave a profitable
talk on * Sample Missionary Program-
mes"”; and Rev. A. W. Hone gave a
“ Practical Talk on Snap-Shots from the
Social Side of League Work ": and Rev.
C. Durrant discussed ** The League as a
Soclety Among Other Societies.” Dr.
Crews, the General Secretary, who is well
known, conducted one of his admirable
Round Table Conferences.

In the evening an open meeting was
held, and the church was pacted with an
enthusiastic audience, Rev. W. W. Prud-
ham, who has lately returned from mis-
sionary work in Japan, spoke on Mis-
sions in that Country: and was followed
by Dr. Crews. One of the features of the
evening was the presentation of the Ep-
worth League Banner to the victorious
League of the year. The banner, which
is of beautiful workmanchin, was made
two years agn, and is hal1 for a year by
the League which gains most points in
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regard to money raised for missions,
money raised for other purposes, and new
mwemlers gained. This year it was won
by the Arkona League.
Wednesday was S. 8, day. Rev. W. W,
Prudham spoke on the subject, ** What
5 Lessons of 1909 Teach About
Mr. G. M. Haldane gave a
A. B. C. Work,"” and Dr, Crews

talk on
again conducted a Round Table Confer-
ence,

The Convention closed with a conse-
cration meeting,

The officers elected for the coming year

are:

Hon, President—Rev. W, J. Ford, Wat-
ford.

President—Rev. A, W. Hone, Cairn-
gorm.

18t Vice—Rev. R. J. Currie, B.A, Oil
Springs.

2nd Vice—Dr. R. M. Calder, Petrolea.
8rd  Vice—Miss Susie Walerman,
Arkona.

4th Vice—Mr. Gault, Watford.

Secretary Treasurer—Miss May Currie,
Strathroy.

Conference Representative
Clarke, Kerwood.

Rev. C. F.

¢ t. Catharines District

The annual convention of the St. Cath-
arines District Epworth Leagues was held
in the Morrigson Street Methodist Church,
Niagara Falls, on October 2/th and 28th,
and was full of enthusiasm. The Chris-
tian Endeavor, or Prayer-Meeting Depart-
ment, was given special mention in the
addresses,

The convention was very successful,
and the invitation of Grimsby to hold
the convention there next year Wwas
heartily ‘accepted.

T'e following are the officers for the
ensiing year

Hon. President—Rev. D. A.
Niarara Falls.

Pre:ident-——J. Martin Pattinson, Niagara
Falls.

15t Vice—Rev. 8. A.

Moir,

Laidman, St.

Devid's.

ond Vice—Theodore Edmonds, St
Catharires,

ard Viee—Rev. J. Culp, Merritton.

4th Vice—Mrs, (Rev.) Robt. Keiffer,

Jordan Etation.
5th Vice—Miss Rose Dale, Thorold.
Secretary—Ernest 8. Moyer, St. Cath-
arines,
Treasurer—Miss Bigger, Lundy's Lane.
I'istrict Representative to Conference—
Rev. A. I. Terryberry, Grimsby.

Convention at Weyburn

The 8. 8. and E. L. Convention at Wey-
burn, Sask., on Oct. 12th, was quite a
success. The deepest interest was mani-
fested from first to last

“The Relation of the Revival to the
Child " was handled by Rev. J. A. Haw.
Rev. J. A. Doyle spoke on ** The Value of
Organization,” and conducted a Round
Table Conference. Rev. F. Martin's ad-
dress on * How to Increase Interest and
Attendance of S. 8. and E. L. was fol-
lowed by a paper on * The Ideal Superin-
tendent,” by Mr. Connor. Rev. W. G.
Cairns spoke on * The Bible, our Text
Book.” Mr. J. Duff, M.A., discussed the
“Work of the Day School Teacher and the
8. 8. Teacher.” Rev. C. J. Wilson, M.A.,
gave a stirring address on Missions.”

The following officers wer elected:

President—Dr. G. M. Bowman.

18t Viee—Mrs. T. E. Metherall.

2nd Vice—Rev. G. H. Glover.

8rd Vice—Rev. C. Wilson.

4th Vice—Migs A. Galloway.

Bth Vice—Mrs. W. P.

Secretary Treasurer
ford.

. Ball,
Mr. Allan Spaf-

o
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12
13
14
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Rev. Dr lurﬂmln
We

ft to ne

nee We l||\l> not to gather
The precept 18

1A U B oqiaket

plain, peremptory, and pathetic. That last command,
given with most affecting sompaniments, as the
same Jesus who bad been crucified was about to ocens
from Olivet, is simple and solemn

Sir William Muir.

levoticnn, the Saviour's Spirit work-
ts ives, may A

Kingdom quickly while, alas!
negleet and sloth may mar success, and cause

Mott.
owe Christ to all men. To have a knowledge
of Christ is 1o kicur a n-m.n.l-..m responsibility o
those that have It not

Rev. J. McCarthy

1t ix the Church of Christ which Is respensible
the due sup ply of men and means, And we must J
o yd above ull that He may pour out upon it a true
hristian spirit; for the missionary
upnu of ( Then will the Chureh feel
Ul every creature upon God's earth
has heard the blessed gospel

Rev. 8. ! Turner. *

t to bring the Chinese to Christ, we have
to send above all other, the spirit of
Christ, of Christian 1fe, and Christian love, and Chris
tian self-sacrifice, as shown in living men.

Rev. J Hay Young. DD

Our Lotd has placed us in thé front of the
a world of sin confronts us. I|~l| which we
wa a war of exterminatic
bow and every tongue confess llllll Lord of all

Rev. 0. E. Brown.

The work of Christian missions is thus none other
than the earthly the present ministry of onr
iere can, there! he

» clew to the aim of mmmm than
that afforded by the ruling purpose of Christ's own
n-hm[llln ministry

Rev. B. C. Billing.
The Lord Jesus Christ has not forgotten s pro
givin 2 he word of His
grace everywhere i « that signs” and
wonders shall be wrought by the hands of His ser
vants

Rev. Dr. Murdoc!

Let us all reme) lvvllu that the work of missions is the
work of the It is not the work of the truth
simply or potentially. It is not the work of civiliza-
tion. It is not the work of the schonl master. Tt is
not the work of the colleges. But it is the work of
the Spirit. Let us never lm;.u |h|~ great truth; that
the Spirit of God is in the work of
Christian missions.

Rev. A C. Thompson, D
ometimes the being,

always the well-heing, of a
3 depends upon its continuing true to the na
:Ih!:::nhnlr 2'1‘.‘.‘!~| P hureh.  Just so far as Christianity
becomes really Christian will her history be that of
iggression and triumph
Rev. Maurice Ealdwin, D.D., Bishop of Huron.
When you go to the ch the gospel
of Gonl, your we be the words
W your character the ter of Jesus
our w will be anly welghty when they ses Christ
shining out of you

k.

If any are ulr.nll to go forward llllu this great
work, 1 would say, onward; trust ear not
He will make your way plain, and He lII help you
in that work which e gives you to do.

l" ooo:n Smith.

men whom Chi most needs are men of faith

| ayer; men filled '\Ilh the Holy Spirit, and mighty
. Scriptures, Let such men ‘go forth, and they

will not go in vain,

Rev. 8. J. Whitmee. .
The gospel proves itself to be “ the power of God
unto salvation” in every sense uf the term. Let us
|um|nn to give it to those still without it; yea, to the
world, that all may be blessed and saved by it.

Rev. Charles E. B. Reed, M.A.

How unbounded is the prospect. The edifice of the
knowledge of the glory of God in_ the face of Jesus
Christ His Son rises but slowly. May we have faith
and patience given us to lay a few stones and to lay
them well.

Rev. ' lnr‘loy Punshon,

If you b u living fnllh In a Hving Jesus, If you
know Lo Teel That in this work you sre do¥ng, you
to lift l||(5 world, not so mueh from &sin
'Il':, -Iml ‘\'llll Christ; if you

alize in you! of earts the r-rnml-e whou
music is lnud(r than the storm at ita wiides
am with you alway, even unto the end of thv- wnrld"
then you can do everything.

;—
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19
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43
24
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Bishop E. R. Hendrix.

of 4 world wide religion, embracing
of the idea of the one
e blood, to dwell on all
is distinctly a dtvine con

the 't
coptic aled iden

Rev. Henry H. Jessup, D.D.

Be willing to sow and to let others reap. JHow
many missionaries have lived and toiled and died with-
out the sight of fruit. But others enter ito their
labors and gathercd the harvest.

Rev. D. Brook, MA.

When He taught His disciples to say when (hey
prayed, “ Thy Kingdom come,” ¢ did not mean they
were to ask (nr a grandoise Impossibility. Clearly the
Church must endeavor to ge sepel truth into the
head, and into the heart of every man, woman and
child on earth.

James I. Vance.

Christiznity is absolutely intolerant of every other
religion, Neither is there any other namn under
heaven, that is ul\ml among men, wherchy we must
be saved."”

ve, therefore, and make dis
cip! He turns llmm over, at it were,
to lhu m'ssionaries, and says to “Teach, uplift,
m, bring them

Il|(n the lﬂlllll_\’ nf Imllﬂm!.

J. Gray D.D.

IY llu- has l!\(’ll an order, then that order must be
obeyed; it becomes the duty of the Church to obey
the order of God, and it has no alternative at all, Has
God given the order? Has He told us what to do?

Mr, T. B. Duckles,

It is not our organization, it is not all the llhll(l\
that we have that is going to do this work. It is the
power of the Lord with us, and we must not lnm in
any arm of flesh,

Rev. F. W. Bourne.

1 th it we especially want is that mlghu
power which our runwrn possessed in such a grea
measure, that y sermon we preach, and that e\-»r\
word we ut d that every attempt we make shail
result, by God's hleamn‘. in some saving frui.

Rev. C. B. Galloway, D.D.

Any schieme of religlon or system of theology that
minimizes sin makes meaningless the missio the
Man of Galllee. Eliminate sin and you emasculate tfie
Gorpel. Christianity has only a message for w world

Its sublime mission Is the redemption of the
humen race.

Rev. Walter R. Lambuth, D.D.

Christlanity as a spiritual force llnln( be developed
and delivered through a human agenc “Ye have not
chosen Me, t I have chosen you, and  ordained you,
that ye should go and bring forth fruit.”

Rev. N. G. Clark, D.D.

The Power that is able to regenerate one soul, the
Divine Power, can save the millions of China. Thus
the Lord is urging us forward. I ask you, and I ask
myself, how shall we meet the duty and the responsi-
bility that He is thus laying upon us?

mnap 3 D.D.

we realize how quickly the Lord has brought
all the earth into the presence of the Christian Church?
China Is an [llustration, India another, and so all
round; but take Africa as one of the latest. See how
the vell of mystery has hung over that continent
century after century. That continent which was yes-
terday one of mystery and tragedy, to-day a continent
of opportunity, to-morrow a continent of marvellous
achievements for God and civilization.

. Jenkins, .

Our foundation is Christ. Other foundation can
no man lay at any period of time than that %hich is
lald, even He Himself who is the same yesterday, and
to-day, yea, and forever.

Prederick Galpin
“ The wnrk hefore us' is great and world-wide;
and 1t nes an uwukmed Church, with a clear per-

spective, nnd a_ generous recognition of duty, and a
great increase in financlal gifts, whereby the Church

may be able to fulfill its great obligation to the present
generation.

M.A.

The B ization of the world in this genera-
tion, is the summons of Jesus Christ to every one of
us to lay ourselves upon a Calvary cross, ourselve:
to walk in the footsteps of Him, Who though He wa!
rich, for our sakes became poor, that we, thrbugh His
poverty might be rich, ourselves to count our lives
as of no esteem that we may spend tmm as He spent
His for the redemption of the world,
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DEPUTATION TO THE CHILDREN WHO ARE
WAITING FOR CHRISTMAS TO COME

DEC. 27.—MISSIONARY MEETING.

SUGGESTED  PROGRAMME.
(Canadian Hymnal Used.)
Hymn 303,
Prayer—For the boys and girls who
have not heard the Christmas story.
Scripture Lesson—Luke 2, 8-16.
Hymn 301.

Address by Supcrintendent—The Christ-
mas Message and What It Means
to U

Report from Deputation—Reporters 1
and 2

Hymn 404,

Report from Deputation—Reporters 3
and 4.

Mizpah Benediction,

References—Africa for Juniors, 23
cents; Japan for Juniors, 20 cents;
China for Juniors, 10 cents; The Mis-
stonary Outlook, 50 cents a year; THE
Erworti Era, 50 cents a year; The
Missionary Bulletin, 75 cents a year, 25
cents a single copy; Onward, and other
Sunday School papers.

To Superintendents.—Christmas cards
for this meeting will be sent free to
those using the above programme. Send
for one card for each child. As the
supply is limited, orders will be filled
in the order in which they are received.
Send to F. C. Stephenson, Methodist
Mission Rooms, Toronto.

Everything looked so much like Christ-
mas in our Junior room at the Decem-
ber meeting. We Juniors had done
every bit of the decorating. We had
“A Merry Christmas" motto, which
Ethel Wright's mother showed us how
to make. The letters were cut out of
cardboard, and then brushed over with
glue; then, while the glue was wet, we
covered them with rice, and there they
were, right over the platform, on a long
plece of red cotton, witli a beautiful bor-
der of cotton batting and red paper
roses. This *“ Merry Christmas” was not
the only motto we had. Then we hal
evergreen around all the pictures and
the little bits of red tissue paper we
mixed in made them look lovely.

Right on the platform we had two big
clothes-baskets, with evergreen on the
handles. We were all anxious for the
Superintendent to begin, for every one
of us had a parcel—a real Christmas par-
cel. At last the Superintendent came,
and 1 felt Christmasy all over when he
sald, “ Now, girls and boys, this should
be the very best meeting of the year, for
it is the birthday of our Saviour.” Then
he explained that Christ said, * Inas-
much as ye did it unto the least of
these,” and that we were going to honor
His birthday by making someone else
happy. Then we all marched up and
put our gifts in the baskets. We are
going 1o make a lot of girls and boys
happy this Christmas,

Our Superintendent said we had sent
off some of our Juniors to spend Christ-
mas in other lands, and they would tell
us what they saw,

Rerorver No. 1.

A few people in China are beginning
to know about Christmas. The mission-

aries are telling them. In Chentu, at
our mission, they had a Christmas tree
and a splendid concert, given by the
boys and girls from our mission schools.
Three little Chinese girls from our or-
phanage sang * Jesus loves me” All
the boys and the girls sang Christmas
hymns, 1 could tell ** Hark, the Herald
Angels Sing” from the tune, for it all
was in Chinese. Our missionaries told
me that there were thousands of poor
little girls and boys in China who were
worshipping nasty, ugly idols, and who
didn’t know anything about Jesus, Who
came to Bethlehem so long ago, and Who
died for them. “Don’t forget to tell the
boye and girls that we are looking for
some of them to come over here as mis-
sionaries when they grow up” the
missionaries said.

We saw the hospital. Dr. Ewan says
he can't get on without our help, for
there will be many sick childrep com-
ing to the hospital.

Revorter No. 2,
Japan.

1 went to Japan and spent Christmas
in Kanazawa with Dr. McKenzie at the
Orphanage. We went along the streets,
and they didn't look like Christmas.
Everybody was working; men were car-
rying big boxes; the children were all
going to school; the funny little shops
were all open; the little girls were run-
ning about with babies on their backs, and
everything was just like every day. Mr.
McKenzie was so glad to see me. 1 told
him I had filled three cards for the
Orphanage. *‘ Wait till you see the or-
phans, and you'll be glad you worked
for them,” Dr. McKenzie said when I
told him.

“ What's the matter?" I
isn't like Christmas.”

“ Why, people here don't know about
Christmas. They worship idols and be-
lieve so many strange things, but we're
trying to teach them about the true God
and His great Christmas Gift to the
world,” Dr. McKenzie told me. After a
while we came to the Orphanage. It
was Christmas there all right. It was
just before dinner, and the children were
playing; they were such a jolly crowd.
I stayed to dinner, and we all sat on
the floor, with a little stool for a table,
but 1 couldn't manage with the chop-
sticks as well as the Japanese children,
and was quite hungry even when dinner
was over. The Orphanage is a wonderful
place, and Dr. McKenzie said, “ We're
proud of the boys and girls in Canada
for helping us so much. Tell the Juniors
to keep on giving to the Orphanage, for
we need a lot of money to buy food and
clothes for all our big family.”

asked; “it

ReporTER NoO. 3.
India.

As 1 am one of the biggest girls, 1 was
sent off to India. Away down in India
there are boys and girls, too; many thou-
sands of them. You can see them on the
streets of the villages and in the great
cities, These people of India have many
gods, great ugly idols that T thing would
frighten the little children. They are
taught that they must make offerings to
these gods. Sometimes famine comes,
and many of the people die. But one
of the saddest things about India is the
life of the poor little girl-widows, Girls

are married in India when they are very
young, and are taken away from their
homes to live with the families of their
husbands. They are often very cruelly
treated, espectally if their husbands
should die, because it is believed that
the death of a husband is a punishment
upon the wife for some sin which she
has committed. These poor little girl-
widows are shut up, and are not even
allowed to eat with the family. They
are the household drudges, and their
lives are very hard indeed. When all
the boys and girls of India have heard
the Christmas story, what a difference
there will be in the way the children of
India are treated!

Rerorrer No. 4.
Africa.

Two of the oldest boys were sent to
Africa.

I wish all the Juniors could see the
children there as we did. They had
never seen white boys before, and at first
they ‘seemed afraid of us, but after a
while they became more friendly. We
went into the little grass huts in which
the people live. There was no window,
and the only door was a small opening
close to the ground. There was no
furniture at all, except an earthen pot
or two, and a few mats. 1 could not
help wondering how the people lived in
these dark places. Many of the poor
little African children have never heard
of God. They worship wooden idols, and
believe that there are bad spirits all
about them--in the air, in the trees and
everywhere. No wonder they are in con-
stant fear, and do many strange things
to try to gain the favor of the spirits.
Many of the boys and girls have never
heard the story of Jesus.

Picton District

The Fourteenth Annual Convention of
the Picton District Epworth League, held
at Northport on Oct. Tth, was a decided
success, The sessions were well at-
tended, and proved very interesting and
helpful. The reports from the different
Leagues were very encouraging.

Rev. Geo. J. Bishop, D.D., of Belleville,
delivered a very stirring address on “The
Great Essential. Mr. Arnold D. Way
gave a talk on “ Epworth League Gradu-
ates.,” Miss Hollingsworth, recently re-
turned from mission work with Dr.
Wrinch, gave an interesting account of
the grand work being done among the
Indians at Hazelton, B.C. Rev. H. H.
Cragg, B.A,, led the discussion on * For-
ward Movement Work.” The address on
“Who is the Supreme Teacher,” by Rev.
Geo. R. Clare, was very interesting and
instructive. Rev. F. J. Anderson also
gave an excellent address on “ Evangel-
fsm.” The soloists for the day were Miss
Thompson, of Picton, and Mrs. (Rev.)
Cooke, of Northport.

The following officers were elected for
ensuing year:

Hon. President—Rev. D. 8. Houck, Wel-
lington.

President—Mr. G. A, Smith, Picton.

1st Vice—Rev. E. W. Tink, B.A., B.D.,
Cherry Valley.

2nd Vice—Rev. H. H. Cragg, B.A., Chis-
holm.

3rd Vice—Mr, Harold Vincent, Picton.

4th Vice—Miss Ella Anderson, Redner-
ville,

5th Vice—Misg M. Pettingill, Picton.

Secretary—Mr. Arnold D. Way, Bethel,

Treasurer—Miss Fones, Albury.

Representative to Conference Executive
—Rev. E. B. Cooke, Northport,

Representative to Summer School—Rev.
F. J. Anderson, Ameliasburg.

Distriet Correspondent with Missionary
—Rev. F. H. Howard, Rednerville.

. >




378 THE CANADIAN

The League Prayer-Meeting

DEC. 20.—*WHY WAS THE KING
BORN?"
John 18, 33-87.

FOREWORD,

Christmas is the great festival of the
year, and is celebrated all over the world.
Ostensibly it is a Christian anniversary,
but it has become so commercialized that
there is danger of the religions signifi-
cance of the day being somewhat over-
looked. It is looked upon as a time for
family reunions, as an opportunity for
the giving and receiving of tcke s of
esteem, etc., that we often think but little
of what the occasion really stands for.
Even in Christian communities it :ome-
times happens that there is more talk of
Santa Claus than there is of Christ. Con-
sequently it is good to have a topie in
the League that turns the thoughts direct
to the central figure of Christmas rejoic-
ing, and asks the important question:
‘Why was the King born?” Let ever)y
league seek to make all it can out of this
subject.

EXPOSITORY HINTS

V. 33. “King of the Jews.” What an
appropriate title Pilate gave to Jesus
when he asked, “Art thou the King of the
Jews?” No name that is used in speak-
ing of Christ is so apt as this of “King."
He is King over the hearts of men all
over the world, and millions rejoice to
acknowledge themselves as his subjects.

V. 36. “My kingdom is not of  this
world.” This announcement came as a
surprise to many, Even Christ's own dis
ciples read literally the promises regard-
ing the Christ, and expectel that He
had come to displace the Caesars, and
melt all crowns into one. But Jesus de-
clared His kingdom to be something dif-
ferent—it was not of this world.

V. 87. “To this end was I born.” He
came into the world to bear witness to
the truth. He stakes His claim to our

love and obedience, upon His power to
satisfy the cravings of our souls, to an-
swer the questions which agitate our
hearts, to bring us into the knowlecge ot
real truth.

V. 37. “To bear witness unto the
truth,” He bears witness respecting the
nature and character of God, and so
throws light on our relationg to Him.
But lis teaching was only part of His
testimony. His life, His dailv actions,
His pity for the suffering, His passion
and death were one grand anl Farmoni-
ous testimony to the mind and will of
God.

i “I find in Him no fault at all.”
What a wonderful declaration is this!
And it was the universal verdict of all
who knew Him. Even the devils said:
“We know thee whom thou art, the holy
one of God.” Pilate's wife said t- her
husband: “ Have thou nothing to do with
that just man.” Ever since lHe came into
the ‘world the critics have been trying to
pick flaws in his character, but He stin
remains as the one perfect man. The
world still finds “no fault in Him.” What
a blessing it is that we have at least one
perfect character!

SUGGESTIVE THOUGHTS.

The kingdom which to Pilate seemed so
visionary has been set up; its laws have
changed the institutions of the world and
put a new face upon human society; it
numbers its subjects in every land.

The truth to which Christ witnessed
has become the world’s highest tu ught,
and the ideal of its future,

Among His followers there are thou-
sands to whom He is the dearest object
of reverence and love, and who would lay
down their lives for His sake.

The inner world of thought and feeling,
in which “truth is mighty and will pre-
vail,” Is the sphere in which Jesus Christ
sought to establish His kingdom.

Christ must be born in each heart in
order that we may have a true Christmas.

Can a man be born when he is old? To
give an affirmative answer to this ques-
tion Christ came into the world.

QUOTATIONS.

No man has ever lived on the earth
whose character and rule so affected the
world as Christ's havé done, The genera-
tions ince have been altogether changed,
and the surface of soclety shows it, for it
is Christian-toned. There is a sense in
which all the best of it is Christian. As,
therefore, stamping on men the power of
His own thought and truth Jesus is a
King.—Rev. Robert Tuck.

Other kings have contented themselves

~they have been obliged to content them-
selves—with the outward submission of
their subjects, often enforced by penal-
ties, and yielded in fear, but Jesus will
have nothing less than the free and loyal
obedience of men’s hearts—Rev. E. W.
Shalders,

Other conquerors have made themselves
masters of men’s bodies and possessions,
and held them to their will by compulsion
and terror; Jesus aims at an empire of
sonls, held by no other tie than their own
free choice~Ibid.

Napoleon rose with rapidity to great
conquests, but finished his career in exile,
There he contrasted empires founded on
force with that of Jesus founded on love,
and said: “What an abyss between my
deep misery and the eternal Kingdom of
Christ, which is proclaimed, loved, and
adored, and is extending over the whuie
earth.”

Christ is King. His sceptre waves
goldenly across the centuries. The influ-
ence of His life and teachings has revolu-
tionized the thought, art, musie, and civil-
ization of the world. All things proclaim
that a new era of light and inspiration
has dawned over the world. In the free-
dom of His truth, bigotry, error, supersti-
tion must disappear, The victory for this
truth is sure wherever the banners of
Christian education are unfurled. The
great highways of commerce, the rapid
diffusion of intelligence, and the splendid
progress of civilization and Christianity
are welding together the ends of the
earth, are making the embargoes of time
to give way, and causing geographical in-
tervals to disappear.—A. B. C.

FOR THE BLACKBOARD.

“0 Holy Child of Bethlehem,
Descend to us, we pray;
Cast out our sin and enter in,
Be born in us to-day. |
We hear the Christmas angels
The great, glad tidings tell;
O come to us, abide with us,
Our Lord Immanuel.” ‘

See *Christmas Chime:
of this number.
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DEC. 27.—M _NEY AND MISSIONS.

SUGeESTED PROGRAMME.

(Canadian Hymnal used.)
Hymn 304,
Prayer—That we may recognize that we
are stewards of our possessions.
Secripture Lesson—Matt. 25, 14-30,
Hymn 436,
Address—My Relationship as a Steward
to the Work of Missions.
Hymn 120.
Address—An Investment for Service.
Hymn 115.
Benediction.

References—On the Banks of the Besor,
10 cents; A Day of Good Tidings, 25
cents; Money, What It Is and What It
Can Do, 5 cents; The Christian Steward,
256 cents a year.

Bishop J. W. Bashford, in his Took,
“ God's Missionary Plan for the World,”
says regarding Christian stewardship:

“There is no possibility of securing
funds sufficient to enable the church to
meet the erisis which is upon her save by
training the members from infancy up in
the doctrine that every man's life is a
plan of God, and that it is the privilege
of every Christian to enter into partner-
ship with God in business and home life
just as fully as in the ministry and on
the mission field. When the church be-
comes imbued with the conviction that all
the redeemed are priests, as John teaches
in Revelation, that God has a plan for
every human life; that He is Jjust as
ready to co-operate with a mother in car-
ing for her children, with a farmer in till-
ing his fleld, with the merchant in his
business, and to suffer with the sick ones
in their illness, as to co-operate with the

and the y, we shall
reach a higher type of Christian living,
and shall take God into partnership in
our daily lives.

“It is simply impossible, however, for
a business man to take God into partner-
ship in his business life without sharing
with God the profits of the business. I
do not mean by this that God denands
harsh and impossible conditions in regard
to the gifts of the man engaged in the
so-called secular pursuits; but that He
does demand systematic and proportional
sharing of the income of the business
with Himself. I do not mean by this,
either, that systematic or proportional
giving necessarily demands that the
money shall be given to some gemeral
collection of the church or to the pastor
of the church for local church work.
Jesus says, in regard to the cup of cold
water: “Inasmuch as ye did it unto one
of these, my brethren, even these 'east,
ye did it unto me.” So also the Good
Samaritan, on his way from Jerusalcm to
Jericho, was laboring together with God
in relieving the wants of the wounded
man.

“All business men are agreed that sys-
tem and proportion are as essential to
success in church work us fn buriness
life. Hence all business men are pre-
pared to unite with the minister i1 insist-
ing upon the apostolic injunction of sys-
tematic and proportional giving: Now,
concerning the collection for the ¢t ints,
as I gave order to the churches of Galatia,
so also do ye. Upon the first day of the
week let each one of you lay by him in
store, as he may prosper.” A study of the
passage shows that it is not simply a sug-
gestion; that it is a general order—one
which Paul had given to other churches
as well as to the church at Corinth;
that it enjoins systematic giving at regu-
lar intervals established in advance; that
it demands proportional giving, according
to the income of each. The two prin-
ciples of system and proportion clearly
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laid down by the apostle Paul are essen-
tial to success in every business enter-
prise; and business men recognize them
as essential to the successful management
of every church enterprise.

“Dropping all thought of one-tenth, let
us plead simply for some definite propor-
tion in giving. Every argument which
can be used against any definite propor-
tion in giving, every charge that such a
rule is legal and mechanical, that it con-
tradicts the whole spirit of the New Tes-
tament, has been used against the main-
tenance of the Lord’s Day. And, indeed,
you can find a stronger argument against
the maintenance of the Sabbath on the
ground that it contradicts the free spirit
of Christignity, and you can cite stronger
arguments in both the word and works of
Christ for the abolition of the Sabbath
than for the abolition of tithing. In the
case of the Lord's Day you ask every
Christian, no matter how poor he is, no
matter how large his family to abstain
from his ordinary employment one day in
seven, and devote the time to the worship
and service of God. The demand for the
same amount of time from every Chris-
tian, whatever his condition, is more
mechanical and legal than the demand
for a proportion of his earnings. In time
the poor man sets aside the same amount
as the rich man. Proportional giving
may not take one-fiftieth as much money
from the poor man as from the rich man.
But every man recognizes that the observ-
ance of the Lord's Day, with proper excep-
tions for the works of mercy and neces-
sity, and the whole of it observed in ac-
cordance with the Master's injunction
that the Sabbath was made for man, not
man for the Sabbath—every man recog-
nizes that the Lord's Day, so observed,
has brought infinite gains to our civil-
ization. Who doubts that an equally uni-
versal observance of proportional giving,
not in a mechanical or legal manner, not
with the conception that one-tenth or any
proportion discharges our obligation tn
God, but as a recognition that we have
been redeemed by the life-blood of Jesus,
and that all we have and are belongs (o
Him—who doubts that such proportional
giving would prove an infinite gain to
the church and to the civilization of the
twentieth century? Let us, at least, re-
solve that we will ourselves begin at once,
and that we will lead every member of
the church over whom we have sufficient
influence to systematic giving of some
proportion of his income for the service
of the Lord.

JAN. 3.—THE DUTY OF MAKING
GOOD RESOLUTIONS.
Acts 11,19:23 ; Josh, 24, 14-25.
(CONSECRATION MEETING).

EXPOSITORY HINTS,

Josh. 24. 14: “ Serve Him in sincerity
and in truth”” The finest idea of the
Christian life regards it as affording the
opportunity of service. To be a Chris-
tian is to be a servant of Christ.

V. 156. “Choose ye this day,” etc.
Great incentives are offered to lead men
to serve God, but no one is constrained
to do so. Every human being has the
power of choice,

V. 15. “ As for me and my house, we
will serve the Lord” What a splendid
resolve was this. No matter if others
should choose to walk in the broad road,
Joshua was determined to serve God.
He did not propose to be influenced by
the wicked example of others, and he was
in no uncertain state of mind. What-
ever might happen he meant to do right.
What an appropriate resolution is this
for the New Year!

V. 16. * God forbid that we should for-
sake,” etc. The besetting sin of the
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Israelites seems to have been idolatry.
Our temptations take various forms, but
most of them are only types of idolatry.
We are very prone to “ serve other gods,”
and need to make this resolution our
own.

V. 17. “He it is that brought us up.”
One of the motives which should prompt
us to good resolutions is the goodness
of God in the past. The Israelites had
the strongest reasons for serving God.
for He had done so much for them. And
are we not in a similar position?

V. 21. “ Nay, but we will serve the
Lord.” Like some of our New Year's
resolutions this was a promise that the
people of Israel did not always keep,
but they weres doubtless better than if
they had sunk down carelessly in the
slough of idolatry. They did make some
sincere effort to serve God, and many of
them met with a measure of success.

FOR THE BLACKBOARD.

“ Every year is a fresh beginning,
Every morn is the world made new;
| Ye who are weary of sorrow and sin-
ning,
Here is a beautiful hope for you,
A hope for me and a hope for you.”

SUGGESTIVE THOUGHTS— BY BISHOP QUAYLE,

Sometimes we grow bad without pur-
pose, but people never grow good with-
out purpose, No life happens into good-
ness.

It is better to have attempted the
higher life a thousand times, and missed
it, than never to have tried at all

It is always a virtue in the young bird
that it tries to fly. It may flutter and
fall to the ground many times, but al-
ways tries again.

God is calling to you, and saying:
“ Pick up the broken thread of your life.
Try once more the story of goodne:s you
tried once to tell.”

If you will take the Almighty into part-
nership with you, you don’t know what
things will come to pass.

Do you think because the printer has
pied all his words together in such wild
disorder he should essay the printer's
art no more? Let him try once more.

In God's name, let us here to-night
make some resolution which God shall
speak of in heaven with pride and say:
“This man or this woman resolved to
do better, and started out for the Kinz-
dom of God.”

QUOTATIONS,

We make jests of many things which
are profoundly serious; and 1 suppese the
majority of us have gotten into a chronic
state of making jests concerning New
Year's resolves; whereas, the plain truth
of the business is that if we are ever
going to mend our ways, we must come
to the resolution point sometime, some-
where. 1 haven't the remotest doubt that
a great mady more New Year's resolu-
tions are kept than any other resolu-
tions of any other time of the year.
People make resolutions on New Year's
by the wholesale, and talk about them;
others are apprised of the things they
sald they were going to do and did not
do, and said they lied about them;
whereas, the rest of the year, they made
resolutions, but did not talk about them,
and others did not know they lied about
them; it was not that they lie part'cu-
larly more at New Year's time, or broke
New Year's resolutions more particularly,
but that people knew about it.—Bishop
Quayle.

“ Right about face—if you are going in
the wrong direction. While you are in a
favorable mood for it, enter into a bet-
ter life. Here and just now decide
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everything that makes for peace and
heaven. Agassiz says that he stood at
one place in the Alps wnere he could
throw a chip into the water in one direc-
tion, and it would roll on into the Ger-
man Ocean, or he could throw a chip
into the water in another direction, and
it would reach the Black Sea: or he
could throw a chip into another direc-
tion, and it would reach the Mediter-
ranean by the Rhone. How far apart
the Mediterranean and the Black Sea ani
the German Ocean! Standing now on
this Alp of Gospel privilege, you can
project your soul into right currents, and
it will roll on into the ocean of life, or
project it in the wrong direction, and
it will roll into the sea of death. But
how far apart the two distances!"—
Talmage.

Because a new year comes to you, it
does not follow that a whole year is
yours. We live only a moment at a
time. One day is quite a period, and a
whole year includes 365 days.

Suppose hereafter we take just one
day at a time. Resolve to make New
Year's day unique in your life history.
Speak better words, do kinder acts, be
more godly. Everything of life is
summed up in being, doing and saying.
If your heart is right, your hands ac-
tive and your speech well-regulated and
pure on January 1st, you will feel in-
clined to have them so on January 2nd
and 3rd, and the whole year round.

“ Count that day lost, whose setting sun
Finds at thy hand no good thing done.”

Resolutions are in order now. Reck-
less persons make light of these. Cynies
sneer at the quickly-broken vows., It
remains to be proved, however, that the
fickle old world Is not better than it
would have been without these new year
reforms. God encourages us to hopeful
beginnings, That is why He has kept
us in life so long. BEvery succeeding
year is a reminder to us. He is saying
to each, “ Give me thine heart.” If your
life this closing year has not been as
useful and happy as you had wished, try
again, and maybe you will succeed better.

A new year—that is what we seek.
The old year has been a disappointment.
Its pages bear too many of the blots of
self. A black streak of sin runs over
its record. Disappointment and failure
have blurred its lines. We are glad to
turn from the old year. But this is to
be a new year—new in its victories, new
in its accomplishments, new in its obedi-
ence, new in its holiness, new in its sur-
render to our Guide and Master, Jesus
Christ. His presence makes all things
new.

JAN. 10. -LIVING FOR THE DAY OR
FOR ETERNITY.

Matt, 14, 2

EXPOSITORY HINTS.

V. 25. “Whosoever shall save his life,”
ete. That is, the man who is continually
thinking about his own interests is likely
to miss the highest and best things of
life. If he lives a life of self-indulgence
here he will lose the rewards of the
future.

V. 25. “Whosoever shall lose his life,
ete. If we deny ourselves present gratifi-
cations for Christ's sake, we shall cer-
tainly come into the enjoyment of the
larger life in the future.

V. 26, “What is a man profited,” ete.
This 1s an illustration that can be under-
stood by all. We are a nation of traders.
Even boys swap knives and try to make
as good a bargain as possible.  Almost
every man is considering questions of
profit and loss, and asking: “How much




T
|
{

380

will I make by this?” or “How much risk

is there of losing

26. “Gain the whole world.” There
is no necessity of depreciating this world
in seeking to emphasize the truth here
contained. It is a glorious world, full of
good things to minister to our enjoyment,
but if a man gets it at the expense of his
soul he is making a bad bargain. Why?
He can only enjoy the world for a little
time, and then he has to face the realities
of eternity.

V, 26. “What shall a man give in ex-
change for his soul?” Nothing of an
earthly nature can be given in exchange
for the soul because of its immortality.
Death puts an end to all earthly posses-
sions; the grandest titles, the most daz-
zling grandeur, the most satisfying plea-
sures of the world—all must be relin-
quished when death comes, but the soul
shall live forever. The man who trades
his claim to the eternal for something
temporal makes a bad bargain,

SUGGUESTIVE THOUGHTS,

Money is good thing to have as a
means, but he who makes money an end
in itself is a fool.

How many men, just when they have
got their homes completed and elegantly
furnished, have laid down and died?

Suppose that all this universe would
pour its wealth at your feet if you would
sign your own spiritual death warrant,
would you do it?

What s it that is keeping you from
giving your heart fully to Christ? What
ever it is, that is the price you are put-
ting on your soul.

What we make of time, time makes of
our eternity. Time is the weaver of the
garment of our existence there,

Time is the season of sowing, eternity
of reaping, and the rule is “Whatscever
a man soweth, that shall he also reap.”

Every time the pulse beats a soul

passes into eternity, and more than a
hundred thousand every day.

Let the commencement of a new year
remind us how rapidly life is passing
away, and how soon all the years and
we have to spend will be gone.

TLLUSTRATIONS,

After Saladin  had subdued Egypt,
passed the BEuphrates, conquered cities
without number, and performed wonder-
ful exploits in those wars which super-
stition had stirred up for the recovery of
the Holy Land, he passed away. A mo-
ment or two before he uttered his last
sigh he called his herald, who had car-
ried his banner before him in all his
hattles, and commanded him to fasten to
the top of a lance the shroud in which
the dying prince was soon to be buried
“Go," said he rry this lance, unfurl
this shroud, and proclaim: “This is all
that remains to adin the Great” So
all the intellectual and sensual pleasures
of the world to everyone will soon be re-
duced to a piece of crape.

A man would be very foolish to pur-
chase property he couldn’t get a title to
A farm might have good land lendid
buildings, springs, creeks, and everything
else ple, but  he wonld secarcely
think of paying any money on it until he
had first got a lawyer to examine into the
title, When a man thinks of trading his
soul for this world he ought to ask, “What
about the title

The soul is the important part of a
man. We do not say, “There is a man in
this coat,” but we say, “This man has got
on a coat.” We ought not to say, “There
is a soul in this body." but “This soul has
on a bhody.” The soul is the important
part of a man,
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A number of miners were on a vessel
which encountered a terrific storm, Each
man had a large amount of gold in a belt,
fastened about his waist. The captain
said: “The vessel is going down; there is
not a chance for us.” The men unbuckled
their belts and threw them down on the
deck, and walked over them as if they
were brick dust. The vessel creaked and
groaned and st gled, until at daylight
the sea began to calm, and the captain
came and said: "I believe she will outdo
the storm a make port after all” In-
stantly every man sprang to his belt and
grabbed it as quickly as he could. But
when death stared them in the face they
did not care for the money. That shows
what it is worth

We may hold a copper before the eye so
near that it shall shut out the sun from
the vision. So men shut out the things
of God, and the thought of eternity by the
consideration of what they shall eat and
drink; so the God of this world blinds
the eyes of those who believe not, absorb-
ing the heart with other things instead
of the interests of an immortal soul.

A complaint was once made of a cer-
tain minister that he did not preach to
the times, He replied that he thought he
might be pardoned if, while so many were
preaching for the times, one poor servant
of Christ preached for eternity.

APPLICATION,

The great tendency of the time is to
live “for the day” and ignore eternity.
Esau sold his birthright, which was con-
nected with incalculable blessings. Why
did he do it? Simply because he was
hungry. The birthright was in the dis-
tance; it could only be enjoyed after
years, while the pottage was near and
appealed to his appetite. So he sacrificed
a tuture and higher blessing for the sake
of a present and lower pleasure. And
many are doing’ likewise to-day. They
think only of having a good time to-day—
let the future take care of itself. But
Christ warns us to be more sensible; He
tells us to think about eternity and pre-
pare for it.

Hleinburg Circuit

At the Nobleton appointment, on the
Kleinburg Circuit, a new Epworth League
was started by the pastor, Rev. Henry
A. Fish, on October 26, 1908,

The League will immediately be or-
ganized along Forward Movement lines,
and a strong, active body of young
Christians thus set to work for the
Master. On Thanksgiving night our
Central Leagne gave a tea, and after-
wards presented the “ Mock Trial” as
fendered last «spring in Toronto, Mr.
Jno. Kellam made a firstclass prosecut-
ing attorney and was raost ably assisted
by Miss Esma Lundey, who opened the
case with rare skill and ability. The
defence was conducted in a masterly
fashion hy the President, Mr. Theo.
Lundy, whose speech to the jury was
exceedingly well delivered, following Mr.
Kellam's clever attack, with much spirit.
Miss Mabel MeCort acquitted her part as
junior counsel for the defence in splen-
did fashion, bringing to the trial a true
sense of seriousness and reality. Mr
Robt. Watson made a model prisoner, and
Mr. Elmer Dalziel a most mirth-provok-
ing court crier, whilst Mr. Chas. London,
as clerk of the court, brought dignity to
the occasion. The pastor assumed the
part of judge. It is safe to say that the
witnesses and all concerned carried out
their several parts to the profit and pleas-
ure of the very large audience, who
packed the church to its very utmost.
Miss Sinclair, of Grahamsville, charmed
the audience with her beautiful voice
and choice selections, while Mr, ** Ted "
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Parker, of Toronto, put the whole
assemblage into paroxysms of mirth and
laughter and was most enthusiastically
encored each time he sang. The officials
acted as the jury in a most wise and be-
fitting manner, and the Rev. F. 8. Vowles,
of Mt. Dennis, presided with much
acceptability, The proceeds amounted to
close on $70.00.

Rally Day was observed at each of our
three appointments this year, with splen-
did results every way. The financial re-
turns for the Sunday School Aid and
Extension Fund are just fourteen times
greater than they were four years ago.

The Pioneer Temperance
Society

In dealing with the temperance organ-
izations in our last number we uninten-
tionally overlooked the “Sons of Temper-
ance.” We are therefore glad to publish
the following interesting sketch of this
ploneer organization, supplied by Mr. J.
0. McCarthy, most worthy patriarch.

The first subordinate or local division
of the Sons of Temperance grew out of
the great Washingtonian pledge-signing
movement of 1840, and was formed in
1842, Thousands and tens of thousands
of people were taking the pledge, and it is
a matter of history that of the first
600,000 who took the Washington pledge
it is estimated that 450,000 of the persons
were unable to keep it. The necessity for
a joining of hands both for the uplifting
and maintaining was evident, Two years
later—1844—the first grand division was
formed, and in 1848 the National Division
of North America, representing over
thirty grand divisions in different states
and provinces, was organized.

For sixty-six years on this continent
this old society has steadily kept its way
of protecting the young and lifting drunk-
ards, and in that time over 4,000,000
adults have been members of our order.
To-day, with nearly one thousand subor-
dinate divisions, it is an active force in
forty states and provinces on this contin-
ent, but nowhere o0 active and strong as
in our own Provinces of Prince Edward
Island, Nova Scotia, and New Brunswick.
The other day the Grand Division of
Prince Edward Island held its sixtieth
annual session, and a leading Government
official was good enough to say to me that
the sixty years’ constant grind of this old
order in that province was the one great
factor in making it so-day a prohibition
province. On this continent the order
has never been prominent in legislative
work nor as a benefit society. For these
sixty-six years we have kept before us the
one aim of missionary temperance work.
Our leaders have ever been prominent in
legislative work, but the great mass of
the membership have been working with
this one aim before them, viz., personal
uplift of the drinker and protecting the
children.

Over fifty years ago delegates from
branches in England attendel a session
of our National Division at Boston, and
a little later the parent organization
chartered the National Division of Great
Britain and TIreland, which has become
the strongest and most prominent frater-
nal organization in Great Britain, Tt has
there a membership of over 150,000 adults
and 80,000 juniors, and has accumulated
relief funds of some $2,000,000. In addi-
tion to this, it has its hospitals, its sani-
tariums, and its homes for aged people,
A little later the National Division of
Australia was formed, and then the Na-
tional Division of New Zealand, and then
the National Division of South Africa.

The order has 100 active subordinate
divigions in Ontario to-day, and the six-
tieth annual session of our Grand Divi-
sfon will meet in Toronto in a few days.
1 am further prompted to call these facts
to yvour attention, because its chief officer
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in Ontario this year happens to be a
clergyman of your own church, whose
activity in Sunday School and league
work is well known, viz., Rev. A. P.
Brace, of Richmond Hill. He has dur-
ing his year of office imparted splendid
enthusiasm and energy to the member-
ship throughout the province.

A few years ago, when the organiza-
tions of young people’s societies in con-
nection with our churches swept over the
country, we found it simply impossible to
maintain our temperance divisions at a
great many points. | am glad to say,
however, that the order did not view the
movement with any feeling of rivalry or
antagonism, but we gladly welcomed these
church organizations that were making
this our work their own, and we gave
over the old fields to them and constantly
sought other points where no young peo-
ple’s society existed. It might not be
amiss to impart or recall this bit of in-
formation to our leagues and have them
realize the responsibility in this respect
of their organizations. During the pres-
ent year in this province we have given
our chief attention to the northern and
western part of the province, and, as a
result, we have now about twenty-five
new, active divisions at different points,
organized within the last few months, In
addition to the adult work of our order
we have our juvenile organizations, viz.,
Loyal Crusaders, Bands of Hope, and
(‘nd:ls of Temperance, doing magnificent
work.

What Are Your Boys and
Girls Reading?

They are bound to read something.
They will read trash unless you give
them something better that is equally in-
teresting. Try the Youth's Companion.
There is plenty of adventure in the stor-
ies, and the heroes and heroines are of
the real kind, finding in the line of duty
opportunity for courage and unselfishness.
More than 250 such stories will be pub-
lished in the 52 issues of the new volume
for 1909. There will be fully as many
articles, sketches, and reminiscences to
impart useful information in the most
agreeable way, familiarizing the Compan-
ion's readers with the best that is known
and thought in the world.

Full {llustrated announcement of the
Companion for 1909 will be sent to any
address, free, with sample coples of the
paper.

The new subscriber living in Canada
who at once sends $2 for 1909 will receive
free all the remaining issues of 1908, be-
sides the gift of the Companion’s calen-
dar for 1909, entitled “ In Grandmother's
Garden,” lithographed in thirteen colors.
The Youth’s Companion, 144 Berkeley
Street, Boston, Mass,

A Progressive Publication

The Special Thanksgiving Number of
the Canadlan Pictorial, recently received,
shows, in addition to its wealth of beauti-
ful harvest pictures and other photo-
gravures, several new and interesting
features which are to be continued with
other attractions in the enlarged and im-
proved Christmas Number, in course of
preparation. One of these is a complete
story: a second is a series of ** Old Favor-
ite Songs,” words and music complete,
which will appear in each issue. Re-
markable as has been the popularity of
this splendid publication, the public are
assured that the best is yet to come, Bvery
fssue of this Monthly “Art portfolio™
would form a capital souvenir to send to
friends abroad. None better. Ten cents
a copy; $1.00 a year. The Pictorial Pub-
lishing Co., 142 St. Peter Street, Montreal.
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Nova Scotia Conference Epworth League

The Biennial Convention of the Nova
Scotia Conference Epworth League openel
in Pleasant Street Church, Truro. N.S.
on Tuesday, Nov. 3rd, and continued in
session two days. Some fifty-five dele-
gates, including several ministers, put in
an_appearance.

The proceedings were opened by the
League President, Rev. Dr. Wilson, of
North Sydney. The Secretary, Rev. G.
W. F. Glendenning, delivered an im-
pressive devotional address, after which
Rev. S. T. Bartlett, Eastern Associate
Secretary of Sunday Schools and -
worth Leagues, dealt with figures, facts
and possibilities of League work. In
connection with the Nova Scotia Confer-
ence there are 82 Leagues and Young
People’s Societies, having a membership
of 3,004,

The Secretary's report, presented and
adopted, showed much successful work
done, but also much remaining to be
done. It stated that Rev. A. Hockin,
Jr., who lately sailed for China, fakes
the place of the Rev. A. C. Borden as
the League's representative in the for-
eign field. Certain defunct Leagues re-
ported were referred to the new Execu-
tive for consideration and action.

Miss B. Starr, Missionary Vice-Presi-
dent, gave a report which showed that
much painstaking work had been at-
tended with much success.

Deaconess Kenny presented an appeal
for service to the young women of the
Methodist Church. In earnest words she
spoke of the call to service.

Rev. Jas. Batty, of Sydney, spoke on
“The Duty of the Epworth Leaguers
Toward Temperance and Moral Reform.”

Dr. Heartz, President of the Confer-
ence, having lately returned from the
meeting of the General Board of Mis-
sions in Vancouver, brought to the
Leagues a stirring message concerning
its transactions.

Dr. Wilfrid Grenfell, C.M.G., Superin-
tendent of the Mission to Deep Sea Fish-
ermen, being in town, addressed the
audience concerning his work in New-
foundland and in Labrador.

Dr. Heartz rose to express the appre-
ciation of the Epworth League of Nova
Scotia, for Dr. Grenfell and the work in
which he Is engaged. Rev. S. T. Bart-
lett, supporting this, suggested that an
offering be taken in support of his work.
This was done, and although the people
had already contributed to Epworth
League funds, the sum of $42.68 was
laid on the plates.

ON THE SECOND DAY.

After a very helpful Bible study, con-
ducted by Rev. J. W. Aikens, of Halifax,
the officers of the Conference League for
the next two years were elected by bal-
lot, as follows:

Hon. President—Dr, Heartz
President—Rev. A. C. Borden.

1st Vice—Rev. T. A. Wilson.

2nd Vice—Miss Bertha Starr.

grd Vice—Rev. C. M. Mack.
4th Vice—Miss Alice Smith
5th Vice—Rev. B. W. Forbes.
Secretary—Rev. G. W. Glendenning.
Treasurer—Mr, J. E. Hil
Representative to General Board—Rev.
L. Batty.

The motto of the Epworth League
Forward Movement for Missions, ** Pray,
Study, Give,” was then dealt with by
three speakers.

Rev. H. J. Indre spoke of the value
of prayer for missions.

Rev. C. H. Johnson followed with an
address on *“ Study.”

Mr. J. E. Hills dealt with the last word
in the topie, * Give.”

Rev. D. B, Hemmeon gave an address
on “The Leaguer as a Bible Student.”

The great subject of China was then
treated in a manner at once interesting
and informing in three papers

1. “Our Evangelistic and School Work, "
prepared by Miss Belcher and read b
Miss Starr.

2. “Our Hospital and Press Work," by
Mrs. J. W. Smith

3. “ Our Open Doors,” by Miss O'Don-
nell, read by Mr. Helens,

Rev. A. C. Borden gave a very helpful
address on * Why Japan Needs Us To-
day.”

Mrs. T. A. Wilson read an excellent
paper on the progress of the Student
Volunteer Movement, from the ** haystack
meeting * to the present, and showing
its relation to the * Forward Movement ™
of the Epworth League,

Amongst resolutions adopted by the
Convention were the following:

1. Recording its great indebtedness fo
Rev. 8. T. Bartlett, Epworth League Bec-
retary, and tendering him its hearty
thanks, expressing its conviction that his
work will do much to consolidate and
extend Methodism in this land.

2, Expressing appreciation of the pres-
ence of Rev. A. C. Borden, and com-
mending him, now President of the Con-
ference Epworth League, to the young
people of all our churches.

3. On the recommendation of the Ex-
ecutive Committee that Miss Starr and
Dr. Wilson prepare a circular which
shall be forwarded to all Leagues, and
Circuits where there are no Leaguers,
urging that wherever they do not exist,
“ Pray, Study, Give"” Circles be formed.

4. On the recommendation of the Ex-
ecutive Committee that every possible
effort be made to arrange with the Camp
Meeting Association for the holding of
a summer school at Berwick during the
Camp Meeting week, 1909.

5. Urging upon the Epworth Leagues
and Circuits, a more generous support
of the general Bpworth League Fund.

At the closing session Rev. J. W.
Aikens delivered a very thoughtful and
effective address on *The Price of
Success.”

The audience then gave rapt atten-
tion to Rev. A. C. Borden, while he de-
seribed the work of a Christian mission-
ary in Japan.

After the reading of the minutes and
singing “ God Be With You Till We Meet
Again,” the Rev. Dr. Heartz led the Con-
vention in pr and pronounced the
benediction.

Now is the time to **get busy”’
with the canvas for new subscribers
to the CANADIAN EPWORTH ERA.
An Era agent should be appointed
in every League.

A Moving Appeal

He was a motherless boy, and his
father's only child, but some of the rela-
tives had decided that he should be seut
to a boys' school, fifty miles from home,
and at last the father had agreed to
the plan. The King's Own tells how he
met the crisis:

Forty-eight hours after his boy’s de-
parture, the father received a letter,
which was, although not faultless as an
example of spelling, so much to the
point, and so in accord with his own
feeling, that the plans for the future
were speedily readjusted,

“Dear father,” wrote the exile, *it's
all right here and I'm not homesick 1
beleave, but life is verry short, and don't
you think you'd better let us spend some
more of it together?

“Your affectionate son, Thomas.”
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A Christmas Carol

“ What means this glory round our feet?”
The magi mused, “ more bright than
morn,"”
And voices chanted clear and sweet,
“To-day the Prince of Peace is born!"

“ What means that stav?" the shepherds

brightens through the rocky
glen?”
And angels, answering overhead,
Sang, “ Peace on earth, good will to
men!"

"Tis eighteen hundred years and more
Since those sweet oracles were dumb;

We wait for Him, like them of yore;
Alas, He seems so slow to come!

But it was said, in words of gold.
No time or sorrow e'er shall dim,

That little children might be bold
In perfect trust to come to Him.

All round about our fept shall shine
A light like that the wise men saw,
If we our loving wills incline
To that sweet life which is the law.

So shall we learn to understand
The simple faith of shepherds then,
And, clasping kindly hand in hand,
Sing, “ Peace on earth, good will to
men!"

But they who do their souls no wrong,
But keep at eve the faith of morn,
Shall daily hear the angel song,
“To-day the Prince of Peace is born!”
—James Russell Lowell.

WeeKkly Topics

DEC. 20—CHRIST'S LAST WORDS TO
HIS DISCIPLE: Matt. 28. 1620,
Mark 16. 19, 20.

How long was it after Christ's resur-
rection that He ascended into heaven?
Forty days. Acts 1. 3.

During these six wedks, to whom did
Christ show himself? His apostles and
others of His disciples. Acts 1, 3; 1 Cor.
1

5. 6.

Of what did He talk to them during
these visits? The things of the King-
dom of God. Acts 1. 3.

What plan had He for this Kingdom?
Its growth through all the world. Matt.
28. 19.

How was it to be spread among all
nations? By the preaching of the
:poslles and their successors. Mark 16.
3.

What other word besides “ preach” d'd
Jesus use? * Teach.' Matt. 28, 19.

What did Jesus call His disciples as
working for the spread of His kingdom?
“ Witnesses.” Luke 24, 4¥; Acts 1. 8,

What did He tell them to do before
they commenced their work of witness-
ing? “Wait.” Acts 1. 4; “ Tarry,” Luke
24. 49.

Why “wait” and *tarry”? For the
Holy Spirit. John 14. 16,

What did they need the Holy Spirit
for? “Power.” Acts 1. 8; Luke 24, 49.

‘What promise did Jesus give them to
cheer and help them in their work as
“ witnesses?’ His continual presénce.
Matt. 28. 20.

Was the
Acts 2. 14,

What followed? Many wonderful
works. Mark 16. 20; Acts 2. 41; Acts 5.
12

DEC. 27.—MISSIONARY MEETING. (Sce
page 377.)

JAN. 3, 1909 —CHRIST'S WITNESSES,
Acts 1. 411,

When Christ called His disciples to be
His * witnesses,” what did He mean?
That they were to make Him known to
others.

Tell two
1st. He must know;
what he knows.

What did the followers of Jesus
“know "? That He was risen from the
dead, that He was able to forgive sins,
that He was more than a Jewish King,
that He was to be a universal Saviour.

What did they “ tell ? All they knew.

What was the result? Many believed,
the church wonderfully grew, and the
enemies of the Lord und of His disci-
ples started a persecution to destroy the
new sect,

What did the apostles say
times of trial? Acts 3. 20.

Holy Spirit given? Yes!

things of every witness.
2nd. He must tell

in these

Did they continue witnessing? Yes!
Acts, 3. 33.
Did success follow them? Yes! Acts

5. 14; Aects 6. 7

Has the need of witnessing ceased? No,
nor will it until Christ's command is
fulfilled. Acts . 8.

(These studies in the early church
give the most favorable opportunity to
instruct the Juniors in the principles for
which the Church exists—the extension
of the Gospel unto the uttermost parts of
the earth. These foundation principles
still exist, and we are as truly working

them out in West China as the early
apostles did in Judea or Samaria. Make
it very clear that * witnessing” |Is
obligatory on every Christian, that it is
the one universal and constant duty of
every disciple. Unless our missionary
work is presented as the one supreme
and vital obligation of the whole Church,
we cannot expect interest in it to be
maintained, or support of it to be loyally
or long continued.)

JAN. 10.—A GOOD PRAYER-MEETING.
Acts 1, 12-14,

These verses give us a glimpse into the
life of the little community of disciples
in those days immediately following our
Lord’s ascension into heaven. He had
told them to “tarry,” to “ wait " for the
fulfilment of the promise of the Holy
Spirit. They did so, and we may surely
learn some things to help us still in our
prayer-meetings: (1) They were all
there, (2) With one desire, (3) They con-
tinued; though the promise seemed de-
layed, they did not tire, (4) They ex-
pected; they had come with a definite
purpose and they kept looking for God
to do His part, (5) They encouraged
one another. Apostles, disciples, men,
women, they cheered one another, and
strengthened each other's faith. Such
suggestions as these may be made very
applicable and helpful to our present
prayer-meetings. Do not fail to show
how their prayers were answered. The
second chapter of Acts tells this, In
God's time, in His way, not perhaps just
as the disciples expected; but with full
proof of God's power and in fulfilment
of Christ's promise, their prayers were
answered. All true prayer is answered,
none is lost. Therefore let us pray on
and on, and make all our life one long
grand prayer to our heavenly Father.

About Christmas

At no other season of the year are
people so glad or so anxious to make
others glad, as at Christmas. And this
is quite right. Of course, we should try
to be happy all the time, and to make
those about us happy, too, every day; but
once a year everybody in our land seems
to feel it to be a special duty to do or
say or give something that will make
others very unusually joyful. And there
is no other time so appropriate for this
as wne Christmas week. Kor then we are
reminded especially of God's greatest
gift of love to us. There was a time
when Jesus left His heavenly home and
came as a new-born Babe, to live and
die on the earth, to show how God loved
us. We celebrate His birthday at Christ-
mastide, and so remind ourselves and
others of the most wonderful event the
world has ever known. Christmas started
with God's gift of love. We celebrate it
truly only when we are moved to give
as He gave. Let none of us get our
presents ready and make them to our
friends in the hope of getting others
back again. A year ago we heard a girl
say, “ Well, I gave a nice present, and
she didn’'t give me anything. I guess
I'll cut her out next year.”” Do you know
what she meant? Was she right? Giv-
ing for the sake of getting is not giving
at all. It is selfishness. But giving be-
cause of a loving spirit is real, true, gen-

uine, heavenly. Do not forget that it is
not the money value of a gift that makes
it of worth. Not “what to give?”’ but
“why give?’ is the main question. We
fear that many people give valuable
presents who can ill afford them. Don't
see how much you can spend, but spend
what you can afford as wisely as you
can. And remember, girls and boys, that
if what you give a loved parent, brother,
sister, teacher, or friend represents you,
and contains a part of you, so much the
better. That is why a simple gift that
you make yourself is often much more
appreciated than a more costly one that
you buy. Many an article that cost but
a few cents originally is of priceless
value now because of sweet memories
that are connected with the maker and
giver long ago. If we would all remem-
ber some of these things, how happy we
could make our friends, especially at
home. For that is the best place for
Christmas joy. No doubt you have been
thinking of the coming day, have been
planning and preparing for it, and in-
tend to “have a good time.” That you
may enjoy it even as our Heavenly
Father did on the first Christmas, by
sharing your very best with others, 18
our wish for you all. See how many you
can make happy this year, and you will
have the happlest Christmas-you have
ever known.
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Christmastide

0 Child of holy, dreaming ways!
O Child of hope, and faith's supernal
cheer!
Thy birth has husbed the voice of pain;
The day breaks glad across the plain!
Our Christ is born, the King of kings is

here,
This morn of morns, this day of days.
—William Moore.

The First “Christmas Trees’

As for the tree idea, it is older than
old. First of all, the pagans used to look
upon the sun as a heavenly “ light tree.”
Its rays were the branches, the clouds
were its leaves, the lightning its flowers,
and the sun, moon and stars its golden
fruit, Later, the Scandinavians of the
North chose the ash to typify this idea of
the “tree of life,” while through Ger-
many and central Europe the pine was
held sacred. In representing their
“world tree” the Scandinavian lecends
always placed four harts in the branches
“to devour the blossoms as the seasons
devour the days,” and one great stag “ to
consume the leaves as the year consumes
the month.” At Yu'e they decorated
small fir trees with animals to carry out
this idea and then covered them with
candles to signify that ‘the great “light
tree” had begun to grow again.

When they were converted, the mis-
sionaries usually let them bring their
Yule into Christianity, only now they had
Christmas trees instead of Yule trees.
In England, however, the skinclad
Anglo-Saxons were taught that Yule trees
belonged to fidolatry and must be cut
down and burned at Christmas time, in
token that the Holy Child had destroyed
heathenism. This was the beginning of
the Yule log that blazed on the Christ-
mas hearth for a thousand years, and, in
fact, only went out when hearths went
out of fashion.

So when you trim your tree this year
don't forget that, once wupon a time,
every object upon the branches had a
special meaning. We string popcorn and
cranberries to-day because to the pagans
such festoons typified mythological ser-
pents; and later, among the Christians,
they stood for the serpent in the Garden
of Eden. The gilded nuts and colored
globes represent the pagan idea of the
fruit of the *“light tree," which after.
ward was made to symbolize the Chris-
tian belief that the “ heavens declare the
glory of God."

Christmas

To-day the whole Christian world pros-
trates itself in adoration around the erib
of Bethlehem and rehea.ses in accents of
love a history which precedes all time
and will endure throughout eternity. If
asked to explain the rapturous influence
which controls us. we have no other
words than the evangel of joy which the
angel gave unto earth: “ For this day is
horn unto you a Saviour which is Christ
the Lord.”

The blessings resultant from our Chris-
tian civilization are poured out so regu-
larly and so abundantly on the intellec-
tual, moral. and social world, like the
sunlight and the air of heaven and the
fruits of the earth, that they have ceased
to excite any surprise, except to those
who visit lands where the religion of
<Christ is little known.

Before the advent of Christ, the whole
world, with the exception of the secluded
Roman province of Palestine, was burled
in idolatry. Men worshipped the sun and
moon and stars of heaven. They wor-
shipped everything except God only, to
whom alone divine homage is due,

THE CANADIAN

Christ, the Light of the world, pro-
claimed unto all men in its fullness the
truth which had hitherto been hidden in
Judea. He taught mankind to know the
one true God, a God existing from eter-
nity unto eternity, a God who created all
things by His power, who governs all
things by His wisdom, and whose super-
intending providence watches over the
affairs of nations as well as of men,
“ without Whom not even a sparrow falls
to the ground.”

The message of Christmas Day is In-
tended for all men, for all times, for all
conditions of existence. Only by stern
adhesion to the principles therein con-
tained can individuals and nations hope
to share in that peace which has been
promised to men of good will. To vio-
late them is to reverse the order estab-
lished by God, and disorder fs the
synonym for sin and strife—Cardinal
James Gibbons,

Building Up Your Junior
League

“How can we make our League a real
success?” This is a live question, and
only a live superintendent can solve it.
So our first suggestion 1s:

1. Put your very best into it. That
best is yourself, and yourself at your
best. Do not think that “anything will
do” for the juniors. Of course, we can-

PARENTS!
REMEMBER !

““In a Christian home, the discip-
line of children is not so mucha
work of exhortation as of contagion.
The prevailing climate of unaf-
fected idealism strengthens the
moral constitution of the child,
Thus the Christian family gets its
unity and stability not by outward
regulation, but by th: natural pro-
cesses of its inward life.’’ —Peabody.

not always be at our best, but we can be
the best we can, and often might be bet-
ter than we are if we really tried harder.
An old and true saying is “The work-
man is greater than his work.”

2. Brighten up your meetings. If they
are not attractive as well as instructive,
interest in them will wane. Avoid mon-
otony of routine, Spring a surprise on
your juniors occasionally. You cannot
have a bright, attractive meeting without
preparation. Therefore think it out, plan
it, prepare for it, work it out.

3, Use the juniors. Don’t do all your-
self. There is a way by which the elder
is really driving while the little chap
holds the reins, That's skill in manage-
ment, and at the same time utilizes the
law of co-operation.

4. Have good music. Not only sing
what the juniors can engage in, but give
them something else that they can enjoy.
While it is good to use them in all things
possible, it will delight and profit them
as well as add to the dignity and worth
of your meetings to have some of your
most talented musicians both sing and
play at your services. Our music is often
too cheap and trashy in character.

5. Enlist the parents. This is often
forgotten, Fathers and mothers really,
for the most part, want their children to
grow up better than themselves; and, 1f
personally approached, will to greater or
less degree, unite with the junior league
workers to develop the boys and girls, If
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your League doesn’'t grip the homes of
your members, something very important
is lacking.

6. Keep after the irregular ones—the
absentees. Don't give up because a boy
or girl either seems to lack interest. By
being interested in that boy you will make
him interested in you, and then in what
you represent. “It's the string of fish
that counts,” and if you quit fishing be-
cause they don't always or easily “bite,”
you will not have many on your string.

7. Keep sweet. No worker among
juniors will win who carries “a north and
south face.” Rather cultivate one that
runs “east and west,” and remember that
one of the most powerful influences
emanate from a smiling countenance.
What is it that's “worth a million dollars
and doesn't cost a cent?” A smile, There-
fore, smile!

Doing God’s Errands

Helen stood on the doorstep with &
very tiny basket in her hand, when her
father drove up to her and said: b |
am glad you are all ready to go out,
dear. 1 came to take you to Mrs. Lee's
park to see the new deer.”

“ Oh, thank you, papa; but I can't go
just this time; the deer will keep, and
we will go to-morrow. I have a very par-
ticular errand to do now," said the little

girl. 3
“'What is it, dear?" asked her father.
“Oh, it is to carry this somewhere!™

and she held up the little basket

Her father smiled and asked: * Whom
is this errand for, dear?”

“ For my own self, papa, but—oh, no,
I guess not—it's a little errand for God,
papa.”

“wWell, T will not hinder you, my little

dear,” sald the good father, tenderly.

“Can I help yon any?”

“No, sir; 1 was going to carry my
orange, that 1 saved from my dessert, to
old Peter.”

“1s old Peter sick?”

“No, I hope not, but he never has any-
thing nice, and he’s good and thankful.
Big folks give him only cold meat and
broken bread, and I thought an orange
would look so beautiful and make him so
happy! Don't you think that poor well
folks ought to be comforted sometimes
as well as poor sick folks, papa?’

“Yes; and I think we too often for-
get them until sickness or starvation
comes, You are right; this is a little
errand for God. Get into the bugy and
I will drive you to Peter's, and will wait
for you till you have done the errand,
and then show you the deer. Have you
a pin, Helen?”

“ Yes, papa, here is one”

“Well, here is a five-dollar bill for you
to pin on the skin of the orange. This
will pay old Peter’s rent for four weeks,
and perhaps this will be a little errand
for God, too,” said the gentleman.

Little Helen, who had taught a wise
man a wise lesson, looked very pleased
as her fingers pinned the bill on the
orange.—Domestic Journal.

At a Disadvantage

Two boys managed to be rather unruly
in school, and so exasperated their teacher
that she ordered them to remain after
hours and write their names one thousand
times.

They plunged into the task. Some fif-
teen minutes later one of them grew un-
easy, and began watching his companion
in disgrace.

Suddenly the watcher burst out, with
despair, between his sobs, and said to the
teacher: “’'Tain’t fair, mum; his name's
Bush and mine's Schluttermeyer.”
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Caught on the Run

listened
says an

The judge
man's story,

intently to the
exchange. *“The
man was the plaintiff, and had charged
his wife with cruel and abusive treat-
ment. He was a small man, and his wife

well, it was at least evident that the
charge rested on a basis of possibility

“After the plaintiff had finished his
testimony the judge decided to ask a ques
tion.

“Mr. Frouble
meet your wife,

said he, ‘where did you
who has treated you this

way?

““Well, judge,’ returned the man. some-
what meekly, ‘vou see, it's this way |
never did mieet her. She just kind of

overtook me.'

All the Same to Her

tedly at the
and willing to

The mistress looked deje
latest domestic, just over,

begin at only $4 a ek

“What can you do?" she asked with a
hope in her heart

‘Anything at all, sure!” was the en-

couraging response. The mistress glanced

about the reom. There was everything
to be done.

“Could you fill the lamps?’ she ven-
tured.

“I can that!" and the lamp was seized
in a stout embrace. Then, with the air
of one wishing above all else to suit the
possible whims of a new employer, she
p:nmml to ask:

“And is it gas or
liking it filled wid?"

wather you do be

One Thin‘ -t a Tlmo

Several years ago, when the University
of Chicago held its decennial celebration,
John D. Rockefeller was its guest for sev-
eral days, A bewildering succession of
functions followed one another in such
quick succession that each affair was
from one to four hours late.

At the great banquet on the closing
day Mr. Rockefeller told the following
story

“I have felt for the past twenty-four
hours like the Boston business man who
lived in the suburbs and came into his
office every day. One winter afternoon
he took the train for his home. but a
terrific snowstorm was raging, and about
halfway to his suburb the train was
snowed in.  All night the passengers were
imprisoned, but early in the morning
they managed to reach a nearby fele-
graph station, and the Boston man sent
the following despatch to his offie

“‘Will not be in the office to-day
not got home yesterday yet'"

Have

Another Language

“The late Bishop Potter once in his
early days had occasion to officiate at a
christening in a small ﬂshing village on
the Massachusetts coast,” says a writer in

a recent issue of Harper's Weekly. “The
proud father, a young fisherman, awk-
wardly holding his first-born daughter,

was visibly embarrassed under the seru-
tiny of the many eyes in the congr egation,
and his nervousness was not decreased by
the sudden wailing of the infant as they
stood at the font.

“ When the time for the baptism of
the babe arrived the bishop noticed that
the father was holding the child so that
its fat little legs pointed toward the font.

““Turn her this way.' he whispered, but

the father was too disconcerted to hear
or understand.
, “‘Turn her feet around,’ the bishop
whispered again; but still there was no
response. The situation was fast becom-
ing critical, when an ancient mariner in
the back of the church came to the rescue,
Putting his weather-beaten hand to his
mouth he roared across thn yoom, ‘Head
her up to the wind, Jack!"

THE CANADIAN EPWORTH ERA.

All Readers
The Epworth Era

Should also the valuable
information with regard to Total
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by the

Equity Life Assurance
Company
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EAUTY
RUSH o

This brush, made of the finest
quality soft rubber, will preserve
the complexion clear and healthful
and remove wrinkles.

SENT POSTPAID TO ANY ADDRESS
ON RECEIPT OF 50 CENTS

The
Dunlop Tire &
Rubber Goods

COMPANY, LIMITED
Booth Avenue, Toronto

16 Adelaide Street West

TORONTO
Churches, Leagues and Sunday

will uupp?
Schools with Cuts for illustrating Pr
Church Reports, Topic Cards, etc.
work at moderate prices.

The Wing of the Wild Bird

And Other Poems 1k 4!,

" By DR. ALBERT D. WATSON
cloth, with '$1.00 et |

“The hook as a whole will be welcomed |
as a rich addition to distinetly Canadian |
verse, and Dr. Watson will be given an
,«wuml place among the singers of the

mgs of the nation."—From Editorial in
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Savings Accounts

WE ESPECIALLY BOLICIT ACCOUNTS
WITH OUT-OF-TOWN CLIENTS,
OFFERING SPECIAL FACH ITIES
FOR DEPOSITING BY MAIL.

CENTRAL
CANADA

LOAN & SAVINGS COY,
26.KING ST.E, TORONTO:

MANY YOUNG LADIES

(the number increases every
year) find that

ALMA COLLEGE

is just the kind of school they have been
looking for. It is NOT ONE OF THE
MOBT EXPENSBIVE schools, but it is
ONE OF THE BEST. It stands for
health, inspiration, refinement, vigor,
sincerity and good sense in the educa-
tion of girls and young women.

For CATALOGUE addreas—

PRINCIPAL WARNER, St. Thomas, Ont.

Albert College,
rmae”  Belleville, Ont.

Finance
is one of the leading schools of practical education
in Canada. Attendance doubled in the last three

oard, Room, Tuition, Electric
L khl use of lh\lllu h)mn #um, nll but books and
laundry, for twelve weeks—longer period at
reduced price M
$30. |n-y~ Tuition alone
scholastic yea
A um"il' L‘IDQI'IPIHE(‘ specialist« give indiv ld
ual instruction in five distinet courses. An ev
ing class FRER for all registered students in l)lln
department. GRADUATES HOLDING THE BEST
POSITIONS.  Candidates prepared yearly for the
examinations held by lll? II»\I:‘II];I' o! C .llllllr“.rlﬂi
itants f Ontario _and_for Commercial
untants o o Lasommeris

for the entire

ial attention given m Matriculation,
A l‘mru‘u;“o.urucu Elocution, Fine Art, Physical
Culture.
College Re-opens Tuesday, September Sth, 1908
For Illustrated Calendar, address—

PRINCIPAL DYER, MA., D.D.

""‘ and Ontario cmumn
..,o Musio and Art, Whitby, Ont.

Ideal home life in s beautiful
u'! castle, modelled after one of the pala-
6E tial homes of English aristooracy.
The Iatest and Innnnz in every depart-
ment, backed up by B e Tarronst v arerpest
to be found in -nyd.mlhr lm
sumunn, near the city o enjoy ite
n concerts, etc., and
most conducive to mental,
stamina. M:lvnnll.llw‘udndw
REV. J. J. HARE, Ph.D,, Principai,




