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Anjurant GENERAL’s Office,

IS EXCELLENCY the Lieutenant Governor and

Commander in Chief of the Militia of Lower-Ca-
nada, judging it expedient and ncceffary for the King’s
Servicein this Country, that one uniform Syftem of Field
Exercife and Movements, founded on juft and true prin.
ciples, and adapted to the ftate of the Province, fhould
be eftablifhed and pradtifed, throughout the whole Mili-
tia, is therefore pleafed to direét, that the regulations and
inftru&ions, approved of br his Excellency for this im-
portant purpofe, and now detailed and publithed here
with, fhall be ftri€ly followed and adhered to, without
any deviation whatfoever therefrom. It is His Excellen-
cy’s further pleafure, that all officers appointed to review
the Battalions of Militia fhall pay particular attention to
the performance of every part of thefe regulations, and
to repart their obfervations thereupon, for his informa-
tion ; fo that the exact uniformity required in all move-
ménts may be attain‘ed and preferved, and hic Fxcel.

lency’s intention therehy carried into full effect,

By His ExcerLency’s CoMmmanDd,
FRANCIS LE MAISTRE,

ApjuTaNT-GENERAL of Militia,






RULES AND REGULATIONS
FOR THE
FORMATION AND MOVEMENTS

THE MILITIA OF LOWER-CANADA.

N the army, the recruit is completely drilled before

- he joins, the battalion ; but, as this method requires a
great number of perfons capable of giving the neceffary
inftru&tions, it cannot be followed, in this Province, where
one {ingle perfon qualified for that purpofe, will be under
the neceffity of drilling a great number of Militia men:
it will therefore be neceffary to form the men into pla«

toons before proceeding to drill them,

Waen the platcon or company is formed, they will
be infirufted in the exercifes and movements, according

to thefe regulations.

-

Tue Officers will meet, at a place agreed upon,
where they will be previoufly inftrutted in the princi.

ples contained in the fame,
‘ THE
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Tne manual exercife is not ‘that part of military in~
ftrultion which is of the greateft importance: it has there.
fore been made as fimple, as thort and as eafy as poflible;
but the greateft attention muft be given to the march-
ing, which is the fundamental and effential part of mili-
tary inftrution ; becaufe it is only by this means that 2
body of men is capable of manceuvring and real action.
It muft be confidered as applicable to two objefts; that
of manceuvring only, and the column of route; the
firft requires precifion and unifon of movement, the fe-
cond is not fo much {ubject to thefe requifites.

‘fue prefent yegulations contain no maﬁosuvres, but
merely the elements of which manceuvres are afterwards
to be formed; this being all that is neceflary for the
prefent.

DEFI.



DEFINITIONS AND EXPLANATORY
OBSERVATIONS.

Battalions A Battalion confifts, generally, of between
300 and 1000 men, who are divided into 6, & or 10 com-

panies.

Regiment. May ~onfift of one or morc battalions, each
battalior: has a diftinét organization, and the whole is com-
manded by one Colonel. .

Company. The words Company, Divisicn and  Platosn,
have generally the fame meaning.

Sub-divisions. Sub-divifions of the right, and fub-divifions
of the left.

Grand divisions. Confilt of two platoons; they are
numbered, Ist. 2d. 8d. 4th (and 5th if there are 10 Pla-
toons) from right to left; the grenadiers and light com-
panies act as companies of the battalion,

Seétions.  Lach fub-divifion is commonly divided into two
Sections, o as to form four Seffions in the company, when
the platoon it not ftrong enough, it may be divided in-
to three Sefficnsy a Se@ion fhould never be lefs than five
files.

Right and left awings. That part of the battalion pofted
on the right of the centre (where the colours are placed)
is cailed the right wing ; that on the left of the centre,
the Zlft aving.

Right and left centre plateon. The platoon which is pla-
ced next on the right of the centre of the battalion, is
named the 7ight centre platosn; that on the left of the
centre, the /left centre platesu. All thefe denominations of
the ranks, files, platoons, &c. &c. are preferved, whether
the battalion is faced to the front or the rear.

Covering. In a military fenfe, an individual is faid te
cover another by being placed diredtly behind him.
Filing.
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Filing. A platoon (or company) is faid t~ march &y fler,
when the platoon, being formed in line, faces, cither to
the right or to the left, and fo march in any divetion ; in
this mode of marching, there is but one file in front.

Wheeling by files. A file may wheel its head to either
flank, each file making its feparate wheel without altering
its time of march, and each file will wheel as the lead-
ing one has done, at the place where the leading one
wheeled.

Pivot. In column, when the right of the battalion is
i front, the left is the Pivx flank; and when the left
of the battalion is in front, the right is the pivot fank;
the pivot files of men, in marching in column, remain
clofe to their pivot officers, and preferve the true diftance.

Prvot of the reverse flant 5 Is the man on the oppofite
flank to the Pivot; it is on him that the Platoon dres-
fes in wheeling, and he dreffes on the Pivot.

Captain, commanding a platesn. Is the officer having the
command of the platoon.

Wheeling. A divifion avbeels when one flank of it ftand-
ing faft, or being moveable only in a {mall degree, all the
reft of the divifion moves round, either backward or for-
ward describing portions of concentric circles, like a gate
upon its hinges.

Counter-marching. A divifion Cownter-marches, when it
marches in fuch 2 manner as to bring its front to its for-
mer rear, and its proper right to its former left.

Facing. A man faces 1o the vight or to the left, when he
turns to the right hand, or to the left hand.

Fall in. Is a word of command for every Militia man
to take his proper place in the ranks.

Dreffing in alignement. The alignement is the line upon
which the battalion forms, or marches when in column,
or
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or the line to which the battalion is to march or to form ;
to aligns a divifion is to form it in an alignement.

Dississ’d. A word of command for every man to
break off and proceed to his quarters.

Sizing. ‘To fime a divifion is to place the men who
commpose it according to their fize, or height, in a parti-
cular order.

Rank and file. 'The parallel rows in which troops are
dispofed in a divifion, from front to rear, are called sanks,
The files are the parallel rows in which ioldiers are placed
from one flank of a divifion to the other.

Supesnumerary Rank. The ule of this rank, which is of
great importance, parricularly to young troops, is to keep
up the other ranks in their places.

Column. A battalion is in colummn, when the diviaons that
compofe it, are ranged not in line, but ftand the cae di-
rettly behind the other, paralled to each other.

Clofe column. Vhen the divifions are clofe to cach other
(that is not more than one pace afunder,) it is called a c/yfe
coluemn,

Deploying. A column is faid 7o deploy, (from the French
word deployer,) when the divifions that compoie it, unfold
or open out, and then form a line upon fome cne of thofe
divifions.

Doubling 5 moving up. A divifion marching ijn line if
obliged to diminith the extent of its front, may double to
the right or left; and when the part that daubled, returns
to its original pofition, it is faid to msve up.

Bafe line. The line formed by the firft platoon that
enters into an alignement is termed the Bafe lire.

Piint of ngpui; Point of formation. When troeps are
to form in a ftraight line, two points muft be previoufly
afcertained. One the point of appui, the point at which
ene flank of the body to l;; formed is to be placed, the

o' acr
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other, the point of formation, (called alfo the point of drese
fing, and the point of view) which is beyond the other
flank of that body, and on which its front rank is direc-
ted.

Piwt flank, and veverse flank of a column. Tor the
purpofe of forming corre@ lines; the flanks of a column
are diftinguifhed by the names of the pivs-flank and the
reverse flank s the pivit flank of a column is that flank
which whe wheeled up to, preferves the divifions of the
line in their proper order.

Reverse flank. The flank of a column that is not the
pivot, is called the reverse flank.

Echellon. 'When the divifions of a Battalion, or larger
body, are placed (like the fteps of a flight of ftairs) pa-
rallel to each other, but the one not dire@ly behind the
other, as in column, they form an Echellon column, or as
it is oftener called, fimply an Echellon.

Drill. Is the infiru&tion and forming of men to mili-
tary exercife and movements,

Flugal-man. 'The Flugal-man, is the perfon who marks
the time. He is always placed in front of the battalion, a
little to the right that he may be better fecn by the
whole of the men,

Camp Colours, Camp Colour men. The Camp Colonrs are
fmall colours which are ufed to mark out the ground on
which troops are to exercile, or the direcions in which
they are to form or march. The Camp colour-men, are
adtive and intelligent men appointed to place the colours
according to the direftion of the proper Ofiicer.

Close order ; Is when the ranks are placed at one pace
or thirty inches diftact the one from the other.

At open order the diftance between the ranks is two
paces.

PART
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PART L

Drill of a Platoon without Arms.

Eormation of the Militia,

Tae fundamental formation of the Militia will be in
two ranks: The men fhould, however, be perfectly fa-
miliar with the manner of forming in three ranks, as
pointed out in another part of thefe regulations. Each
man muft be placed in the ranks, fo that when he ftands
in the proper pofition of a Soldier, his elbows flightly
touch the elbows of his right and left hand men ; but
by no means fo as to impede the free movement of
the arms. The ranks muft be in clofe order that ijs,
the heels of the rear rank men, muft be placed on 2
line one pace or thirty inches from the line of the heels

of the men in the front rank; and every man in the.~ *

rear rank, muft exaltly cover the man in his front.
Thefe diftances and pofitions must be invariably maintained
in all fituations, where it is not otherwife ordered.

Formation of a Company or Plazoon, two deep
Jized according to the beight of the men.

Surrosing the number of Militia men to be fixty, the
fmalleft man is to be placed at the point intended to
be the centre of the line, the next in fize, at his left,
the next at his right, and fo on, alternately. By this
method the talleft men will be placed on the flanks; the
company is afterwards to be divided into four feltions and 2
fub-divifions. The following caution is then to be given,
s ‘The fifteen men on the right flank. and the fifteen on
¢ the left will form the firft rank.” At the word, #o the
right and Lft inwards, the felions of the right and

Beo left
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left flanks face to the centre; and at the word march, the
two feftions in the centre march two fteps to the rear,
and the fections on the right and left flanks march forward
till they meet; at the words, Aalty front, they ftop and
face to the front. The words of command # the right
and left inwards, march, halt, front, muft then be given.

‘When the movement is executed, the talleft 1+en will
be placed in the firft rank. The Captain is to take poft at the
right of the firft rank, the Enfign at the left, and both are
to be covered by a Serjeant; the Lieutenant and the other
Serjeant will make a cthird or fupernumerary rank three
feet in the rear of the fecond rank. The Corporals
or the moft intelligent men, muft be placed in the firft
rank, to the right and left of each fub-divifion. In the
abfence of the Officers, the Serjeants take their place, and
the Corporals the place of the Serjeants. If the platoon
is to join others, the Enfign and his covering Serjeant,
leave the flank and retire to the third, or fupernumerary
rank ; the Lieutenant taking poft on the right, and the
Infign on the left, and the Serjeants between them.

Officers and Serjeants of the Supernumerary rank are in
tke rear of their refpective companies; when the battalion
is halted, or marching in line, they are three paces from
the rear rank. In open column, they are within onec pace
of the rear rank. In clofe column, they go on the flank
of their divifion which is not the pivot.

The following is perhaps the eafieft method of fiz-
ing a company ; having an exact fize roll of it, (that
is a roll or lift in which the names of the men
follow according to their fize.

When the Company is to take Open Order from
Close Order,

Rear Ranks, At this command, flank men on the right
taken open | and left of the rear ranks, ftep back to
Order. mark the ground on which each rank res-

pectively is to halt, and drefs at open dis-
tance ; they face to the right, and ftand
covered 3 every other individual remnins
ready to move.

At
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Marchy <& At this command, the flank men front,
and the rear ranks fall back one and twn
paces, each drefling by the right, the in-
The OQpficers | ftant it arrives on its ground, the othcers
aifl take poff | face to the right, marching through the fe-
in the rear. | veral intervals occupied by the Serjeants;

Mareh. and when three paces beyond the rear
Lront. rank, they halt, and then receive the word
|_front.

The inftruétor will, in the commencement, caufe the
ranks to be opened to the diftance of three or four
feet, for the greater facility of examining the pofition
of every Militta man.

The Officers of the Platoon may be permitted to leave
their ranks to affit in the inftruction of the men, when
afferabled folely for exercife; but they muft ftill obferve
with the {triteft attention, that the general pofition be not
deranged.

Manner of Instructing.

THE feveral heads of inftruftion for the Militia are to
be attended to, and followed, in the manner and order here
fet forth. It requires in the inftructors to whom this duty
is intrufted, and who are to be anfiverable for the execution
of it, the moft unremitting perfeverance and accurate
knowledge of the part each has to teach, and a clear and
concife manner of conveying his inftruftions; but with a
firmnefs that will command from men a perfet atten-
ticu to the direftions he is giving them. He muft allow
for the weak capacity of the learner; be patient, not ri~
gorous, where endeavour and good will are cvidently not
wanting : quicknefs is not at firft to be required, it is
the refult of much pra&ice. If officers and inftruors
are not critically cxaét in their own commands, and in
oblerving the execution of what is required from others,
flovenlinefs muft take place, labour be ineffetual, and the
end propofed will never be attained.

The word of command muit always be given thort,
quick and loud. Every Officer muft be accuftomed to
give his words of command, even to the fmalleft bodies,

in the full extent of his voice.
There
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There are two forts of words of Comumand ; the one
to ferve as a caution, the other for the execution of the
motion or movement. The firft are to be pronounced in
an elevated voice, clear and diftin&, weighing a little on
the laft fyllable: the laft, are, to be given quick and
loud, in the manner before mentioncd.

‘The inftrutors muft always explain whatever they teach,
in a concife and diftinét manner: they must alfo execute what-
ever they may have occafion to command 5 that the learner
may have, at the fame time, both precept and examplg,

Position of a Soldier.

Tue equal {quarenefs of the fhoulders and body to the
front is the firlt and great principle of the pofition of a
foldier—The heels muft be in a line, and clofed—The
knees ftrait without ftifnefs.—The toes a little turned out,
fo that the feet may form an angle of about 60 degrees.
Let the arms hang near the body, but not ftit}, the fiat
part of the hand and little {inger touching the thigh; the
thumbs as far back as the feams of the brecches.—The
elbows and fhoulders to be kept back; the Dbelly rather
drawn in, and the breaft advanced, but withour confiraint
the body upright, but inclining forward, fo that the
weight of it principally bears on the fore part of the feet;
the head to be ereét, and neither turned to the right nor
left.

Standing at Ease.

~  On the words Stand at Ease, the right
foot is to be drawn back about fix inches,
and the greateft part of the weight of the
body brought upon it; the left knee a
Stand at Eased little bent 5 the hands brought together be-
fore the body; but the fhoulders to be
kept back and fquare; the head to the
front, and the whole attitude without con~

_{traint.

( On the word Atentiin, the hands are
' to
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[to fall fmartly down the outfide of the

. thighs; the right heel to be brought up

Attention. Jiin a lne with the left; and the proper

, unconftrained pofition of a foldier immedi~
pately refumed.

hen ftanding at eafe for any confiderable time in
cold wezther, the men may be permitted, by command,
to move their limbs; but without quitting their ground,
fo that upon the word Attention, no one fhall have mate~
rially loft his dreffing in the line,

Eyes to the Righr.

Eyes Right. { On the words, Eyes to the Right, glance
the eyes to the right, with the {flighteft
turn poflible of the head. At the words
Eyes Lft. | Eyes 2o the left, caft the eyes in like man-
ner to the left. On the words, Eyes to
Eyes front. | the Front, the look, and head, are to be di-
re@ly to the front, the habitual pofition of
_the foldier.

Thefe motions are only ufeful on the wheeling of di-
vifions, or when dreffing is ordered after a halt; and par-
ticular attention muft be paid in the feveral turnings of
the eyes, to prevent the foldier from moving his body,
which thould be preferved perfeltly fquare to the front.

The Fuacings.

In going through the facings, the left heel never quits
the ground; the body muft rather incline forward, and
the knees be kept firaight.

Ist. Place the hollow of the right foot
fmartly againft the left heel, keeping the
To the Right 4 fhoulders {quare to the front.
Jace. 2d. Raise the toes, and turn to the right
on both heels.
1st,
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[ 1st. Place the right heel againft the hol-
low of the left foot, keeping the fhoulders
e the Ift l fquare to the front.
Jace. 2d. Raise the toes, and turn to the left
_on both heels.

" 1st. Place the ball of the right toe againft
the left heel, keeping the fhoulders {quare
to the front.

T the Rightd  2d. Raife the toes, and turn to the right
about face. | about on both heels.

3d. Bring the right foot fmartly backin

[a line with the left.

{ 1st. Place the right heel againft the ball
| of the left foot, keeping the thoulders {quare
| to the front.

To the left 2d. Raife the toes, and turn to the left
about face. T about on both heels,

3d. Dring up the right fmartly in a line
with the left.

The greateft precifion muft be obferved in thefe facings,
for if they are not exallly executed, a body of men, af-
ter being properly drefled, will lofe their drefling, on eve-
ry tmall movement of facing.

Pofition 1n Marching.
~  In marching the foldier muft maintain,
as much as poffible, the pofition of the
body as dire&ted. He muft be well ba-
lanced on his limbs. His arms and hands,
without ftiffnefs, muft be kept fteady by his
fides, and not fuffered to vibrate. He muft
not be allowed to ftoop forward, {till lefs
to lean back. His body muft be kept {quare
to the front, and thrown rather more for-
ward ir marching than when halted, that it
Blarch. <4 may accompany the movement of the leg
and thigh, which movement muft {pring
from the haunch. The ham muft be firetch-
ed, but withour fiiffening the knee. The

: toe
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toe a little pointed, and kept ncar the
ground, fo that the fhoe foles may not be
vifible to a perfon in front. The head to be
kept well up, ftraight to the front, and the
eyes not fuffered to be caft down. The
foot, without being drawn back, muft be
placed flat on the ground.

Ordinary Step.

The length of each pace, from heel, to heel, is 30 in-
ches, and the learner muft be taught to take 75 of thefe
fteps in a minute, without tottering, and with perfett
fteadinefs.

The ordinary ftep being the pace on all occafions what-
ever, unlefs greater celerity be particularly ordered, the
learner mutt be carefully trained, and thoroughly inftruc-
ted in this moft effential part of his duty, and perfeltly
made to underftand, that he is to maintain it for a long pe-
riod of time together, both in line and in column, and
in rough as well as finooth ground, which he may be
required to march over. This is the floweft ftep which
isdtaught, and is alfo applied in all movements of pa-
rade.

The Halz.

Halt. On the word Halt, let the rear foot be
J" brought upon a line with the advanced one,
fo as to finith the ftep which was taking
Lwhen the.command was given.
N. B. The words Halt wheel,—Halt front,—Ilalt drefs,
are each to be confidcred as one word of command, and
ro paufe made betwixt the parts of their execution.

Cbligue Step.

When the learner has acquired the re-
gular length and cadence of the ordinary

*| pace, he is to be taught the oblique ftep. At
C the
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To the [{'ﬂ

Obligus—
March.

Dref.

PART L

the words, 7% the left Oblique— March, witli-
out altering his perfonal fquarencls of pofi-
tion, he willy when he is to ftep with his
left foot, point and carry it forward 19 in-
ches in the diagonal line, to the left, which
gives about 13 inches to the fide, and a-
bout 15 inches to the {ront. On the word
Tz, he will bring his right foot 50 inches
forward, fo that the right heel be placed 13
inches direftly before the left one. In this

J pofition he will paufe, and on the word

T, comtimie to march, as before directed,
by advanciag his left foot 19 inches, paus-
ing at each ftep till confirmed in his pofi-
tion; it being eflentially neceffary to take
the greateft care that his fhoulders be pre-
ferved fquare to the front. From the com-
bination of thefe two movements, the ge-
neral obliquity gained will amount to an
angle of about, 25 degrees. When the
learner is habituated to the lengths and direc-
tions of the fiep, he muft be made to con-
tinue the march; withont paufing, with firm-
nefs, and in the cadence of the ordinary
Py viee 75 fteps in the minute.

wnassm

Drefling  awhen balted.

( Drefling is to be taught equally by the
left a3 by the right. On the word Deefs,
each individual will caft his cyes to the
point to which he is ordered to drefs, with
the Imalleft turn poflible of the head, but
preferving the fhoulders and body fquare
to their front. The whole perfon of the
man muflt move as may be neceflary, and
bending  backward or forward is not to be
permitted. He muft take fhort quick fteps,
thereby gradually and exallly to gain his
potition, and on no account be fuffered to
attempt it by any fadden or violent altera-

tion, which muft infaliibly derange whate-
ver
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ver is beyond him. ‘The faces of the men,
and not dhcir breafts or feet, are the line
tof drefling.  Each man is to be able jult to

diftinguifli the lower part of the face of
the fecond man beyond him.

In drefling, the cyes of the men are always turned to
the officer, who gives the word Dsfi ; and who is pofted
at the point by which the body halts; and who from that
point correts his men, on a point at or beyond his op-
pofite flank.

The faults to be avoided, and gencrally committed by
the learner in drefling, arc, pafling the line; the head
too forward, and body kept back, the thoulders not {quare ;
the head turned too much.

"Two, or more men, being moved forward, or backward,
a given number of paces, and placed in the new line, and
direftion, the following commands will be given ;.

By the Right, forwaird—Drefs
By the Right, backward—Direfs
By the Lef2, forward—Drefs
By the Left, backward— Drefs
As foon as the drefling is accomplifhed,
Eyes front. | the words LEyes front, will be given, that
iheads may be replaced, and remain fquarc
to the front.

—

Stepping out.

The Platoon marches as already direéted

Step out. in ordinary time. On the word, S8z out,

J the learner muit be taught to lengthen his

{ ftep to 33 inches, by leaning forward a

little, but without altering the cadence.

"This ftep is neceffary when a temporary exertion in line,

and to the front, is required 5 and is applied both to ors
dinary and quick time, '

Mark Time.

Mark Time. [ On the words Mark Time, the foot then
| advancing completes its pace; after which
C2 the

]
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| the cadence is continued, without gaining
<4 any. ground, but alternarely throwing ont

the foot, and bringing it back fquare with
Ordinary | the other. At the words Crdirary Siep,
Step. the ufual pace of 30 inches will be taken,

This ftep is neceflary marching in line, when any pac-
t'cular battalion is advanced, and has to wait for the coa-
ing up of others,

Stepping Short.

Step Shert.  On the word, Step Slort, the foot ad-

vancing will finith its pace, and afterwards

J&ch learner will ftep as far as the ball of

his tee, and ‘na farther, until the word

Ordinary LOrdinary Step, be given, when the ufual
Step. pace of 80 inches is to be taken.

This ftep is ufeful when a momentary retardment of

either a battalion in line, or of a divifioxz in column, fhall

be required.

Changing the Feet.

¢~ To change the feet in marching, the ad-
vancing foot completes its pncci{ , the ball
) of the other is brought up quickly to the
Change F “"‘f'i I zel of the advancedg one,Pw(%lich }i’nﬂ:amly
makes another ftep forward, fo that the
cadence may not be loft.

This may be required of an individual, who is ftepping
with a different foot from the reft of his divifion, in doing
which he will in faét take two fucceflive fteps with the
fame foot.

The Side or Chsing Step.

The fide or clofing ftep is performed from the halt in
ordinary tin-e, by the foliowing commands:
Cisfe to the Right—March.
Clye to the Left—AMMarch.
Clfe to the  In clofing to the right, on the word
Right, | March, eyes are turned to the right, and
cach
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March, cach man carries his right foot about 12 in-
' | ches dire@ly to his right (or if the files are
clofed, to his neighbour’s left foot), and
inftantly brings up his left foot, till the heel
touches his right heel: he then paufes {o as
4 to perform this movement in ordinary time,
and proceeds to take the next ftep in the
fame manner ; the whole with perfect pre-
cifion of time, fhoulders kept fquare, knees
not bent, and in the true line on which the
HHalt, body is formed.—At the word fdalt, the
whole halt, turn their eyes to the front,
_3nd are perfeétly fteady.

Back Step. '

[ The back flep is performed in the ordi-
nary time and length of pace, from the
Step back, | halt, on the command Step Back—2Narch,
March, | the men muft be taught to move ftraight
to the rear, preferving the fhoulders {quare
to the front, and the body ere&t.—On the
Halt, word FHalt, the foot in front muft be
_brought back fquare with the other.

A few paces only of the back ftep can be neces-
fary at a time,

The ng’cé Step.

[ The cadence of the ordinary pace having
become perfetly habitual to the men,
they are now to be taught to march at quick
time, which is 108 fteps in the minute,
each of 30 inches, making 270 feet in a
Quick March | minute. The command Quick, March,
being given with a paufe between them ;
the word Quick, is to be confidered as a
caution, and the whole to remain perfectly
ftill and fteady; on the word AMurch, they
ftep off with the left feet, keeping the bo-
dy in the fame pofture, and the fhoulders

{quare
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quuarc to the front; the foot to be lifted
off the ground, that it may clear any ftoncs,
or other impediments ia the way, and to be
thrown forward, and placed firm; the
whole of the fole tc touch the ground, =nd
not the heel alone; the knces are not to
be bent, neither are they to be ftiffencd, fo
as to oecalion fatigue or conftraint. "The
arms to hang with cafe down the outfide of
the thigh, a very finall motion te prevent
conftraint may be permitted; but not to
fwing out, and thereby occafion the leaft
turn, or movement of the thoulder, the
bead is to be kept to the front, the body
well up, and the utmoft fteadinefs to be
{_preferved.

This is the pace to be ufed in all Filings of divifions
from line into column, or from column into linc; and by
battalion column of manceuvre, when independently chang-
ing pofition. It may occafionally be ufed in the column
of march of fmall hodies, when the route is fmooth, and
no obftacles occur; but in the march in line of a con-
fiderable body it is not to be rcquired ; and very feldom in
a2 column of manceuvre ; otherwife fatigue muft arife to
the men, and more time will he loft by hurry and in-
accuracy, than is attempted to be gained by quicknefs.

The word March, given fingly, at all times denotes
that ordinary time is to be taken, when the gwick march
is meant that word will precede the other. The word
March marks the beginning of movements from the Ha/t ;
but is not given when the body is in previous motion.

The Quickest Step.

The quickeft Step, or wheeling march is 120 fteps of
30 inches each, or 800 feet in the minute, the diretions
plready given for the march in quick time rclate equaily
to the march in quickeft time.

Prumnrrs which vibrate the required times of march in
a minute, fhould be ufed to correft uncertainty of move-
ment, the lengths of the Plummets will te as follows:

One for ordinary time, 75 vibrations in a minute, the

' length,
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length, 24 inches and 96 hundredth parts of an inch § one
for quick time, 108 vibrations in a minute, the length 12
inches, 3 hundredth parts of an inch, and one for quick-
eft or whecling time, 120 vibrations in a minute, the length
to Be 9 inches, and 3 tenths of an inch, the two firft are
moft requifite. A mufquet ball fuspended by 4 ftring not
liable to ftretch will anfwer the purpofe, if the different
lengths are marked oa this ftring, one plummet will be
{ufficient.

The ground on which the men march thould be
divided by bricks, or fome other vilible marks.into 130
or 200 paces of 50 inches each, on thefc marks the
Platoon fhould march in regulated time, both flow and
quick, until it habitually marches with correénefs.

Clifp Order.

Rear Rants, The ranks clofe within one pace, march-
take clole !ing one and two paces and then halting.

Order, ‘The of.acers move round the flanks of the
Maich. Lcomp:,my in their refpc&ive poﬁs.

Marching to the Front and Rear.

The platoon or divifion, is to be particu-
larly well dreffed ; files corredt; heads kept
up; the rear ranks covering exactly, and
cach individual to have his juft attitude and
poiition before the platoon is ordered to
move.~—The march will be made by the
right or left flank, and a proper trained man
Cantion. will therefore condu& it.—The word Plutson,
or Divifian, may be given as a caution; and
March. 4 at the word March, each man feps forward
a full pace.—The men n uft not turn their
heads to the hand to which they are dref-
fing, as a turning of the fhoulders would
undoubtedly follow.—Their elbows muft be
kept fteady, without conftraint; if they are
opened from the body, the next man muft
be prefled upon; if they are clofed, there a-

rifes
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rifes an inproper diftance which muft be
filled up; cither cafe waving on the march
will take place, and muft thercfore be a-
|_voided.

Turning to the right or lefi, or about, in
march, is not t)be at firtt pradtifed: but
FHalt, Front, ] the platoon is to halt, firsnt, by command, and -

March.  {_then maich. .

Changing from erdinary to quick iime, and from grick to
erdinary time, muft always be preceded by a previous, but
inftantaneous Aalt; although this may not appear eflential
for the movements of a platoon, divifion, or battalion, it
is abfolutely fo for thofe of a larger body, and is therefore
required in {mall ones. -

On many occafions where a body great or fmall, after
a movement to the rear, or in file, is immediately to re-
fume its proper front; inftead of the words to halt, and
face about, the word Ault front, as one command will be

iven, when ir is inftantly to face to its proper front in
Iine. Nor in general {hould therc be any f{enfible paufe
between the halt front of any body; and it is after front-
ing, that the dreffing, if neceffary, is ordered to take place.

. e e e

Tile Marching.

The platoon muft firft face, and then be
infirulted to cover each other exadtly in
file, {o that the head of the man immedi-
ately before, may conceal the heads of all
T the—face.4 the others in his front.—The ftricteft ob-
fervance of all the rules for marching is par-
ticularly neceflary in marching by files,
which is firlt to be taught at the ordinary
|_time, and afterwards in quick time.

Alarch. [ On the word March, the whole are im-
mediately to {tep off together, gaining at the
very firft ftep 30 inches, and fo continuing each
ftep without increafing the diftance betwixt
each man, every man locking or placing his
advanced foot on the ground, before the
fpot from whence his preceding man had
taken up his,—no looking down, nor lean-

ing
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j ing backward is to be fuffered, on any
pretence whatever,—the leader is to be di-
re&ed to march ftraight forward to fome dif-
tant object given him for that purpofe, and
the men made to cover one another during
the march, with the moft fcrupulous exaét-
nefs,~—great attention muft be paid to pre~
_vent them frem marching with their knees
bent, which they will be very apt to do at
firft, from an apprehenfion of treading upon
l.the heels of thofe before them.

The platoon, when marching in file, muft be accuftom-
éd to wheel its head to either flank; each file following
fucceflively, without lofing, orincreafing diftance.—~On this
occalion, each file makes its feparate wheel on a pivot move-
able in a very fmall degree, but without altering its march,
or the eyes of the rear ranks being turned from their front
rank.—The front rank men, whether, they are pivot men,
or not, muft keep up to their diftance, and the wheeling
fen muft take a very extended ftep, and lofe no time in
moving on.

Countermarch by Files.

The platoon, when it is to ¢ountermarch; muft always
be confidered as a divifion of a battalion in column; the in-
firudtor of the drill will therefore, previous to his giving
the caution to countermarch, fignify whether the right or
left is fuppofed to be in front, that the commander of
the platoon, and his covering ferjeant, may be placed on
the pivot flank before fuch caution is given, asit is an in-
variable rule in the countermarch of the divifion of a co-
lumn by files, that the facings be made from the flank, then
the pivot one, to the one whichis to become fuch.

On the word To THE RIGHT, Or LEFT,

FACE. FAGE, the platoon faces, the commander of
it immediately goes to the other flank, and

his covering ferjeant advancing to the fpot

which he has quitted, faces to the right

qQuick | about.—At the word qUicKk wMaRrcH, the
MaRrcH, | whole, except the ferjeant coverer, ftep -
off together, the platoon officer wheeling

D thort
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4 fhort round the rear rank, (viz: to his right,
if he has fhifted to the right of the platoon;
or to his left, if he be on the left of it); and
proceeds, followed by the platoon in file, till
he has condaéted his pivot front rank man
‘ clofe to his ferjeant, who has remained im-
Halt, Front, | moveable, he then gives the words Hal,

Drefs. Fronty, and Drefs, fquares, and clofes his pla-
[_toon on his ferjeant, and then replaces him.

Al countermarches by files neceffarily tend to an extens
fion of the files; unity of ftep is therefore abfolutely indif-
penfable, andthe greateft care muft be taken that the wheel
of each file be made clofe, quick, and at an increafed length
of ftep of the wheeling man, fo as not to retard or lengthen
sut the march of the whole.

Companies, or their divifions, when brought up in file to
a new line are not to ftand in that pofition, till the men
cover each other minutely; but the inftant the leading man
is at his point, they will receive the word Halt, front, and
i that fituation clofe in, and drefs corre&ly.

Forming to the Front from File.

The platoon when marching in file may
form to its front, either in feGtions, {ub-di-
vifions, or in platoon.—The right flank be-

HALT, ing fuppofed to lead, on the word, HALT,
FRONT, FRONT, the platoon inftantly halts, and faces

CAUTION. | toits left: the cauTioN is then given, By
SECTIONS, SUB-DIVISIONS, Or PLATOON, ON
THE LEFT BACKWARD WHEEL, and at the
MARCH. word MarcH, the wheel ordered is made.
But in fituations where it may have been
neceffary to order an extenfion of files (fuch
as will fometimes occur in marching through
4 the ftreets of a town) a body thus moving,
in order to avoid incorre& diftances between
the divifions, may form to the front in the
following manner, either by platoon, fub-

FRONT divifions, or feCtions.—On the word To THE

FORM PLA- | FRONT FORM PLATOON; the front rank man

TOON. of the leading file alone halts, is inftantly
t

cover-
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covered by his center and rear rank men: e-
very other file of the platoon makes a half
face to the left, and fucceffively moving up,
dreffes on the right file; when the command-
er of the platoon fees it is properly drefled,
Eyes left. | he gives the word Eyes lft, and places him-
|_{elf on the pivot flank.

FRONT [0 Should the order have been, 7o THE
FORM SUB-; FRQNT FORM SUB-DIVISIONS (FORM SEC-
P1VISIONS. TioNs), the leading fub-divifion, or fe&ion,
will proceed in the manner already detailed
| for the platoon; the fucceeding fub.divifions,
or feltivns, will each continue moving on,
until its front file arrives at the proper
forming diftance from the divifion in its front,
when it will receive from its commander the
Front farm. | word, To the front form, and will inftantly
form up by files in the manner already de~
_fcribed.

Ferming fiom File to esther Flank.

The platoon marching in file (fuppofe from the right)
has only to halt and front, to be formed to the left flank.
To form to the right it will receive the
Right form. | word, Tothe right form; the front rank man
of the Ieading file, inftantly turns to his
right, and halts; his center and rear rank
men at the fame time move round and co-
ver him. All the other files of the platoon
make a half turn to their left, and move
round fucceflively, in a line with the right
hand file; the center and rear rank men of
each file keeping clofed well up to their file
Lleaders.

Wheeling forward from the Halr.

Right awheel. [ At the word, Tv the Right wheel, the man
on the right of the rank faces to the right;

l and the rear rank, if at one pace diftance,

D2 lock
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March.

Halt, Drefs.

Halt, Right
Wheel,

Halt, Drefs.

Narch.

PART L

lock up, in the quickeft time; on the word
March, they ftep off together, the whole,
turning their eyes to the left (the wheeling
flank) except the man on the left of the rank,
who looks inwards, and, during the wheel,
becomes a kind of bafe line for the others to
conform to, and maintain the uniformity of
front.—The outward wheeling man always
lengthens his ftep to 33 inches, the whole
obferve the fame time, but each man fhorten-
< ing his ftep in proportion as he is nearer to
the ftanding flank on which the wheel is
made,—during the wheel, the whole remain
clofed to the ftanding flank; that is, they
touch, without incommoding their neigh-
bour; nor muft they ftopp forward, but re-
main upright,—opening out from the ftand-
ing flank is to be avoided; clofing in upon
ity during the wheel, is to be refifted,—On
the word Ha/'t, Drefs, each man halts im-
mediately, without jumping forward, or mak-
[ ing any falfe movements.

———

Wheeling from the March,

-

The men muit firft be taught to perform
this wheeling at the grdinary time, and after-
wards in the gquickeff, or preper wheding
time;—the platoon, marching to the front at
| the ordirary time, receives the word of
command, Halt, Right IWheel, the man on
the right of the platoon inftantly halts,
and faces to his right; the refl of the

4 platoon ‘turning their eyes to the wheel-

ing flank (as direfted in the preceding fec-
tion), immediately change the ftep together
to wwleeling time; us foon as the portion of
the circle to be wheeled is completed, the
words Felt, Diofi, will be given (a paufe of
2 or 3 feconds may be made) znd then
Marehy, on which the whole platecn fteps
Loff together at the ordinary tme.

P beel-
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Whecling into Line from Open Column of Sub-
drvifions.

The platoon being in open column of
fub-divifions, marching at the ordinary ftep
HALT. on the alignement, receives the word HaLT,
from the infiru¢tor of the drill; both di-
vifions inftantly halt, and the inftrutor fees
that the leaders of the divifions are corre&t
on the line in which they have moved; he
then gives the word - (fuppofing the right
of the platoon to be in front) byfub-
LEFTWHEEL | divifions TO THE LEFT WHEEL INTO LINE;
Nto LINE. | on which the commander of the platoon
goes to the center of his {ub-divifion, the
two pivot men face to their left exa&-
ly fquare with the alignement, and a ferjeant
runs outand places himfelf ina line with them,
4 fo as to mark the precife point at which
the right flank of the leading fub-divifion is
to halt, when it fhall have completed its
MARCH. wheel.—At the word MarcH, the whole
wheel up in quickeft time; during the
wheel, the commander of the platoon, turn.
ing towards his men, inclines to the wheel-
Hualt drefs. | ing flank, and gives the word Hilt drefs,
at the moment the wheel of the divifion is
completing ; the commander of the platoon,
if neceffary, correts the internal drefling
of the platoon on the ferjeant and pivot
men ; this drefling muft be quickly made,
and when done, the commander of the pla-
Lyes front. toon gives word ZEyes frout, in a moderate
_tone of voice, and takespoft in line.

In all wheels of the divifions of 2 column that are to
be made on a halted pivot in order to form line, the flank
man of the front rank on the hand wheeled to, is fuch
pivot, not the officer who may be on tha+ flank, and whofe
bufinefs is to conform to it.

All wheelings by fub-divifions, or fe&ions, from line
into column, or from column into line, are performed on
the word given by the commander of a battalion when the
whole of the battalion is at the {ame inftant fo to wheel; or
on
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ow the word given by the commander of the company,
when, companies fingly, or fucceflively, fo wheel : they are
not to be repeated by the leaders of its divifions.

——
——

Fucreqfing and diwinifbing the Front of an Open
Column  balted.

Tncreafing.

{The platoon ftanding in open column of
fub-divifion, (fuppofe the right in front) re-
ceives from the inftru€tor of the drill a cau-

NORM tion to FORM PLATOON—The commander of
PLATOON. the platoon turning round inftantly orders,
Reor Sub-di-& Rear Sub-divifian, left Oblique—Quick Maych.
wifiony left | When it has obliqued fo as to open its right
Obligue, flank, he gives the word Forward; and on its
9. Mareh. | arriving in a line with the firft divifion, he
Jorward. orders, Hal?, Drefs, and takes poft on the
{left, the pivot flank of the platoon. -

Diminifbing.

r  On the cautionary command from the in-
¥OoRM suB- | firutor of the drill to FORM SUB-DIVISIONS,
mivisions. | the ferjeants coverers falls back to mark the
point where the left flank of the fub-divifion
is to be placed.—The commander of the pla-
Left Sub-di- | toon advancing one ftep, orders Left fub-di-
wifion, in- | wifion, inwards face, and inftantly on facing,
wuids face. | the three leading files difengage to the rear.
Q. Marchy, | At the word Quick March, the file pafles
round, and behind the ferjeant, and at the
Ealt, Frsut, | properinftant receives the words, Halt, Front,
Left Drefs. | Left Drefs—The commander of the platoon
is now on the left flank of the firlt fub-di-
Lvifion, and his ferjeant on that of the fecond.
It is to be obferved as a general rule in diminifhing the
front of a colmnn, by the doubling of fub:divifions or fec-
tions (whether the column, be halted or in motion) that the
{ub-divifion, or fe&ion, on the rever/e flank, is the one be-
hind which the other fub-divifions or fe&ions, double.—
Lhus, when the right is in frent, the doubling will be in
’ the

—A
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the rear of the right divifion; and vice versi, when the left
is in front; by which means, the column is at all times ir
a fituation to form line to the flank, with its divifions in
their natural order, by fimply wheeling up on the pivot
flanks. And in increafing the front of a column, the rear
Tub-divifions, or fetions, oblique to the hand the pivot flank
is on; fo that when the right is in front, the obliquing will
be to the left; and the reverfe when the left is in front.

Marching on an Alignement, in Open Colusin of

MARCH.

Sub-Divifions.

r The platoon having wheeled backwards by
fub-divifions from line, and a diftant marked
object in the prolongation of the two pivot
flanks being taken; the commander of the
platoon, who is now on the pivot flank of
the leading fub-divifion, immediately fixes
on his intermediate points to march on. On
the word MaRrcH, given by the inftructor of
the drill, both divifions ftep off at the fame
inftant; the leader of the firft divifions
marching with the utmoft fteadinefs and c-
| quality of pace on the points he has taken;
and the commander of the fecond divifion
preferving the leader of the firft in an ex-
adtline with the diftant objelt; at the fame
time he keeps the diftance neceflary for form-
ing from the preceding divifion; which
diftance is to be taken from the front rank.
The objets are in themfelves fufficient to
occupy the whole attention of the leaders of
the two divifions; therefore they muft not
ook to, nor endeavour to corret the march
of their divifions, which care muft be in~
tirely left to the non-commiffioned officers
Lof the fupernumerary rank.

A

In
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In open Column of Sub-divifions awhecliny into o
new Direction, on a wievesble Pivot.

The commander of the leading fub-divi-
fion, when at a due diftance from the in+
tended new diretion, will give the word

Right Right (or left) Shoulders forward, on which
Shoulders | the pivot man, without altering either the
Furaward, |time or length of his pace, continues his
march on the circumference of the leffer cir-
cle, and tracing out a confiderable arch, on
the principle of drefling, gradually brings
round his rank to the diretion required,
without obliging the other flank, which is
defcribing the circumference of a larger,
circle, to too great hurry:—and he him-

felf carefully preferving the rate of march,

without the leaft alteration of ftep or time,

will begin to circle in his otn perfon from
the old into the new diretion, {fo as not to
make an abrupt wheel, or that cither flank .
fhall be f{tationary; the reft of his divifion
on the principle of drefling will conform to
the direction he is giving them: when this
Foravard, | is effefted, he will give the word Forward.
‘The leader of the fecond f{ub-divifion, when
he arrives at (he ground on which the firft
began to wheel, will in this manner follow
the exact track of the firft, always preferv~
Ling his proper diftance from him.

This without the conflraint of formal wheels, a column,
when not confined on its flanks, may be conduted in all
kinds of winding and changeable diretions: for if the -
changes be made gradual and circling, and thz_lt the pivot
leaders of divifions purfue their proper path at the fame
uniform equal pace, the true diftinces of divifions will be
preferved, which is the great regulating object on this oc-
cafion, and to which every other confideration muft give
way.

To whichever hand the wheel is made on a moveable
pivot, it is made within, and cuts of the angle formed by
the interfetion of the old and new dire&tions.

‘ In
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In wheeling in column of march on a fixed pivot, the
outward file, whether officer or men, is the one wheeled
on.

—3

Wheeling on the Center of a Platoon.

The platoon muft be accuftomed to wheel upon its cen-
ter, half backward, half forward, and to be pliable into e~
very fhape, which circumftances can require of it; but al-
ways in order, and by a decided command.

The Words of Command are, o

PLATOON, ig;’:f’
ON YOUR CENTE ’ WHEE
R 9 riGHT ABOUT, L.
TO THE
LEFT ABOUT,

‘When the wheel to be made isto the
right, or right about, the right half platoon
is the one to wheel backward, and the left,
forward—The reverfe will take place, when
the wheel is to be made to the left, or to the
MARCH. left about.—On the word Marcy, the whole
move together in the quickeft time, regulat-
ing by the two flank men, who, during the
wheel, preferve themfelvesin a line with the
platoon; as foon as the required degree of
wheel is performed, the commander of the pla-
Halt, Drefs, | toon gives the word Halt, Drefs, and inftant-
ly fquares it from that flank on which he
{himfelf is to take poft.

Increafing and diminifbing the Front of an Open
Column on the March.

Increafing.

{ The platoon marching at the ordinary time
in open column of fub-divifions (fuppofe the
right in front), receives from the infirutor

FORM PLA- | of the drill the cautionary command, rorM
TOON. pLATOON; the commander of the platoon
Left Obilgue, | inftantly turning round gives the words Lef?
E Oblique
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Duickmarch, | O'igue—RQuick March; on which the rear
fub-divifion obliques to thc left, and as foon
as its right flank is open, receives the word,
Forqvard, | Firward—When it gets up to the firft fub-
divifion (which has continued to march, with
the utmoft fteadinefs, at the ordinary pace),
the commander of the platoon gives the
Ordinary. | word Ordinary, and takes poft on the pivot
LLilank, towards which he has been moving.
Dinnifbing.

( When the inttruttor of the drill gives the
FORM SUB- | caution to FORM SUB-DIVISIONS, the com-
pivistons, | mander of the platoon :.d\'nncing one ftep,
Left Sub-di- | immediately orders, Left Sub-divifion, Mark
wifisary Mark | Looe; this it does until the right one, which
Thmne, continues its march fteadily at the ordinary
pace, has cleared its ilank, he then orders
Buick obliyie,4 the left fub-divifion, Duick bligue, and when
he perceives that it has doubled properly
I'oraverd, | behind the right one, he gives the word for-
ward, on which it takes up the ordinary
march, and follows at its due diftance of
wheeling, he himfelf being then placed on
the pivot lank of the fub-divifion, and his

ferjeant on that of the fecond.

The fame directions that apply to increating or diminifh-
ing Ly [ub-divifions, apply equally by fections, which indi-
vidually repeat the fame operations.

Increafing and reducing the front of a column, is an oper-
ation that will frequently occur in the march of large bodices;
and it is of the utmoit imporrance that it be performed
with exaétnefs. The inftructor of the drill muit thercfore be
particularly attentive, that the tranlition from one fituation
to the othier be made as quick as pofiible; that the leading
divifion continues its march at the regular time and length
of pace, and the exact diftances between the divifions be ac-
curately preferved.—During the operation, the ranks muft
be clofed, and the greateft attention required from each in-
dividual.

Wheeling forward by Sub-divifions frem Line.
cauTioN. [* On the cauticn BY SUB-DiVISIONS, TO TEF

RIGHT

t
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: J rIGirr whrr L, the commander of the pla-
toon places himfelf one pace in front of the
center of the right fub-divifion, at the fame
time the men on the right of the front rank
_of each fub-divifion face to the right.
MARCH.  [* Atthe word marcH, cach fub-divifion fteps
off in wheeling time.—The commander of
the platoon turning towards the men of the
leading fub-divifion, and inclining to its left
{the preper pivot flank) gives the word
Halt Drgfs. | Halty, Difsy for both fub-divifions, as his
wheeling man is taking the laft ftep that
finithes the wheel {quare; and inftantly pofts
himfelf on the lejt, the pivoc flank—The
ferjeant covercr, during the wheel, goes
4 round by the rear, and takes poft on the
pivot flank ol the fecond fub-divifion.—It
is to be obferved, that the commander of
the platoon invariably takes poft with the
leading fub-divifion; therefore, when the
platoon wheels by fub-djvifions to the
left, the commander of thé platoon moves
out to the center of the left fub-divifion,
and during the wheel inclines towards the
right, now become the proper pivot flank
{Lof thé fub-divifion.

The prsper pivot flank in column, is that which, when
whecled up to, preferves the divifions of the line in the
natural order, and to their proper front; the other may
be called the rewverfe flank.

In column, divifions cover and drefs to the proper pi-
vot flank; to the left, when the right is in front; and to.
the right, when the left is in front.

”»

Wheeling backwards by Sub-drvifions from Line.

The platoon will alfo break into open
column of fub-divifions by. wheeling back-
wards.—When the right is intended to be
in front; at the caution BY SUB-DIVISIONS
ON THE LEFT, BACKWARD WHEEL, the com-
mander of the platoon moves out brifkly and

L2 places

CAUTION.




26 P.RT L

places himfelf in front of the center of the
right fub-divifion.—The man on the lcft of
the front rank of each fub-divifion at the
fame time faces to the right.—On the word
MARCH. | MARCH, each fub-divifion wheels backward in
quickeft time, drefiing by the outward wheel-
ing man; thofe neareft the pivot man mak-
9 ing their f{teps extremely fhort, aad thofe

towards the wheeling man encreafing them
as they are placed nearer to him.—The men
in this wheel muft not bend forward, nor
be fuffered to look downj but by cafting
their eyes to the wheeling flank, preferve
the drefling of the rank.—During the wheel,
the commander of the platoon turns to-
wards his men, inclining at the fame time
to the left, or pivot flank, and on com-
Hult drefs. | pleting the wheel, gives the word Halt drefs,
to both divifions; he and his covering fer-
jeant, then places themfelves on the left

Lflanks of their fub-divifions.

It may be confidered as a rule almoft general (the rea-
{ons for which are given in the following part) that all wheels
of the battalion, or line (when halted, and when the di-
vifions do not exceed 16 or 18 files) into column, fhould
be backward.—And all wheels from column into line, for-
ward.--The .only ncceflary exceptions feem to be in narrow
ground where there is not room for fuch wheels.

N. B. When the battalion is in column, by Platoons,
with its right in front, if it is intended to form by fub-
divifions, it is the left of the Platoon that is command-
ed for that purpofe, and which reforms the Platoon.

It is the duty, of the Adjutant to aicertain the direc-
tion in which all movements are made, and for this pur-
p ', he muft have fome Camp colour-men instru&ted to
line and poft themielves quickly on any given - points,

Open and Clyfe Order, on the March.,

The platoon, when moving to the front in
Rear rankey, | ordinavy time, receives the word Rear ranks,
( take
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take open take open Order, on which the front rank con.

Ordzr. tinues its march, without altering the pace,

and the center and rear ranks mark the

time, viz: the center once, and ftep: off at
the fecond ftep; the rear fteping of onthe

_third pace.

Rear ranks, { On the word Resr ranks, tate clofe Order,
take clofe the center and rear ranks ftep nimbly up to
Order. < clofe order, and initantly refume the pace,

| at which the front rank has continued to
{_march,

= N

From two ranks jforming into three Ranks.

[ The platoon being halted and told off into

FORM three lctions, it receives the word ForM
THREE THREE DEEP; on which the third fefion
DFEP, inftantly fteps back one pace; the word

RIGHT FACE | RIGHT FACE is then given, and the man
on the wight of its front rank, on facing,
disengages a little to his right; on the word
Quick {4 QUICK MARCH, the front rank men of the
MARCH. | third fe&ion ftep off, thofe of the other
rank mark the time till they have paft, and
then follow—When the leading man has
got to the right of the platoon, the com-
Halt, front. | mander gives the word Halt, front, on
which each man halts, faces to his left, and
Lin{’cantly covers his proper file leader.

Rallying.

The Platoon being in ling, the Commandant will order
a roll of the drum: at this fignal, the Platoons will
break up, and intermix in a confufed manner, if there
is no drum, the Commandant will give the word of com~
mand to break wup the battalion. "When he wifhes it to
be formed again, he will caufe the camp colours to be
placed in the direftion the battalion is to form, and will
caufe the drum to beat a roll or give the word, Fall
iny and the officers will immediately form their Platoons

at
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at about fix paces in the rear of the place they arc 1o
accupy in the line. ‘The Commandant will then caufe
the center platoon to drefs on the camp colours and the
Captains of other Platoons, will immediately drefs their
companies on the center Platoon.

——————

When a divifion is required to wheel three-fourths,
one-half, or a quarter of the quarter circle, a non-ccm-
raiflioned officer places himfelf on the ErcuTH FILE from
the pivot fank, and thence counts on the circumference
of the circle fix, four, or two wheeling paces (according
as the wheel isto be three-fourths, onec-half, or a quar-
ter of the quarter circle) to afcertain with precifion the
point to which the divifion is to be wheeled. This mode
is always ufed, in the movements in Echellon.

End of Parr Finst.

PART
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Drill of a Platoon with Arms.
Position of the Soldier.

‘Wuex the firelock is given, and is fhouldered, the per-
fon of the {oldier remains in the pofition already described
except, that the wrift of the left hand is turned out, the
better to cmbrace the butt, the thumb alone is to appear in
front, the four fingers to be under the butt, the left el-
bow is 4 little bent inwards, without being feparated from
the body, or being more backward or forward than the
right one.—The firelock is placed in the hand, not on the
middle of the fingers, and carried in fuch manner that it
hall not raife, advance, or keep back one fhoulder more
than the other; the butt muft therefore be forward, and
as low as can be permitted without conftraint; the fore-
part nearly even with that of the thigh, and the hind part
of it prefled by the wrift againft the thigh; the piece
muft be kept fteady and firm before the hollow of the
fhoulder ; thould the firelock be drawn back or attempted
to be carried high, in that cafe, one fhoulder will be advan-
ced, the other kept back, and the upper part of the body
diftorted, and not placed fyvare with refped to the limbs.

Manual Exercise.

1{t. With the right hand feize the firclock at the lower
loop, juft above the fwell.

2d. Bring it down turning the barrel inwards, to the right
fide, the butt within two inches of the ground ; (the fire-
lock is now at the ¢rail, a pofition in which it is carried
when the foldier marches under a low gate, paffage, &c.)

3d. Drop the butt on the ground, placing themuzzle
againft the hollow of the right fhoulder, and the right hand
flat upon the fling. At

\Wordz  of
Comman g,

1ft. Order
Arms. 3
Motions.
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2d Fixbay- At the word fix, place the thumb of the right hand be-
Motion, hind the barrel, taking a. gripe of the firelock: At the
word bayoretts, puth the firelock a little fopward with the
right hand, at thé fame time drawing out the bayonet with
the left hand, and fixing it on with the utmott celerity.
The inftant this is done, return to the order, as above des-

cribed, and ftand perfelly fteady.

3d. Shoul- At the word foonlder, take a gripe of the firelack with

der Arms, . . . s R

i Motion. the right hand, as in fixing bayonets; and at the word
arms, throw the firelock with the right hand, in one mo-
tion, and with as little appearance of cffort as poffible, in-
to the pofition firft described above, upon the left fhoulder,
the left hand catching the piece under the butt: The right
hand muft be immediately withdrawn to its proper place on
the right thigh. '

ath. Prefent 11t Seize the firelock with the right hand under the
Motons> guard, turning the lock to the front, but without mov-
ing the piece from the fhoulder :
2d. Bring it to the poize; feizing it with the left hand
a little above the guard, the fingers extending along the
fling, the left wrift upon the guard, the lock ftill to the
front, and the musket raifed fo high that the point of the
left thumb may be of equal height with the eyes:
8d. Bring down the firelock, turning the barrel inwards
and the {ling to the front, with a quick motion as low as
the right hand will admit without conftraint, drawing
back the right foot at the fame inftant fo that the hol-
low of it may touch the right heel. The firelock in this
pofition is to be fupported in the left hand, and kept
perfe&ly upright before the middle of the bodys which is
to reft entirely on the left foot ; both knees to be ftraight.
WN. B. This js a parade motion ufed by foldiers to com~
pliment officers of a certain rank.

sth. Shou'-  1ft. By a turn of the right wrift bring the firelock to
Jer Arms- St proper pofition on the left thoulder, as described above,
the left hand grafping the butt.
2d. Quit the right hand, bringing it briskly down to its
place on the right thigh.
g‘,“,;,fjl‘;f‘: 1ft At one motion throw the firelock from the fhoulder
Motions. ' acrofs
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acrols the body to the pors.—In this pofition the lock is
turned to the front, and at the height of the breaft, the
muzzle flanting upwards fo that the barrel may crofs op-
puiite the point of the left fhoulder, with the butt pro-
portionably deprelled; the right hand grafps the fmall of
the butt, and the left holds the piece at the fwell, clofe
to the lower pipe, the thumbs of both hands pointing
towards the muzzle. (The center and rear ranks remain
at the pr2.)

2d. (To be performed by the front rank only) Make
an half face to the right and bring down the firelock to
nearly an horizontal pofition, with the muzzle inclining a
little upwards, and the right wrift refting again{t the hol-
low of the right thigh juft below the hip.

N. B. The firft motion of the charge is the pofition
which the foldier will,either from fhoulder or after firing, take,
in order to advance on an enemy whom it is intended to at-
tack with fixed bayonets: and the word of command for
that purpofe is ¢ prepare to charge.” 'The fecond pofition
of the charge is that which the front rank takes when ar-
rived at a few yards diftance only from the body to be
attacked. The firft motion of the charge is alfo that which
fentries are to take when challenging any perfons whasap- |
proach their pofts. '

1ft. Tace to the front, and throw up the piece into its 7dlh- Shoul.
pofition on the fhoulder by a turn of the right wrift, in- ;;v,‘:‘:if:;_
ftantly grafping the butt with the left hand.

2d. Quit the firelock briskly with the right hand, bring-
ing it to its proper place by the right'fide.

. For the eafe of the foldiers, they are often permitted
to ﬁ‘ﬁf”f" arms, which is done at three motions, throwing
the firft and fecond nearly into one.

1ft. Scize the fmall part of the butt under the lock Suppott
with the right hand, bringing the buttin front of the l{}{"ts' 3
groin and keeping the lock fomewhat turned out. 2d. "
Bring the left arm under the cock. 8d. Bring back the
right hand briskly to its proper place.

In carrying arms from the fupport, thefe motions are
reverfed. On the firft motion the right hand feizes the
{mall of the butt; on the fecond the left haad grafps the
butt, Zand on the third the right hand is carried to its
‘proper place by the right fide. F In
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In marching any diftance, or in ftanding at eafe when
arms are fupported, the men are allowed to bring the right
hand acrofs the body to the finall of the butt, which latzer
muft in that cafe be thrown ftill more forward ; the fingers
of the left hand being uppermoft muft be placed between
the body and the right elbow. The right hands are to be
inflantly removed (but the firelock not always carricd) when
the divifion Aafts, or is ordered to drefs by the right.

Supported arms are allowed when halted or when in co-
lumn; but in the march in line, and when the clofe co-
lumu prepares to deploy, and the open column to wheel
into kine, arms muft ulways to be carrieds

Time. The manual exercife is to "Be performed leaving three
feconds between each motion, except that of fixed bayonets,
in which a longer tine muft be given.

Each feparate word of comimand in the manual exer~
cife is to be given by the officer who commands the body
performing it.—Formerly the greateft part of the manual
was exccuted by fighals,

The foldiers fhould be taught to perform the follow-

ing motions in the moft convenient and expeditious method.

Sloping Is allowed for the relief of the foldiers on a long march,

Amm and may be done (from the fhoulder) by moving ferward

the butt of the firelock with the left hand, the left el-

bow bent, the guard about the height of the breaft, the

musket refting upon the left fhoulder in a fianting or
Sloping pofition, with the muzzle pretty much raifed.

Sceuring  When the firelock is to be {tcured in wet woather, &ec.

Ams. it may be done thus, from the fhoulder: Ift. Seize the
piece with the right hand under the guard: 2d. Gripe the
piece almoft as high as the fivell with the left hand upon
the barrel : 3d. Bring the firclock down under the :cft
arm, the barrel downwards, the lock to be well fecured by
the arm, the musket floping fo that the muzzle may be
within a foct of the ground.

Grounding  May be done from the order thus: 1ft. Seize the
Amss niece with the right hand, as in fixing bayonets, buc
keep it perpendicular: 2d. Turn the lock to the rear
making 2n half face to the right: Sd. Step directly fox;i

, war
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ward a moderate pace with the left foot, and lay the
firelock on the ground on a line firaight to the front, the
lock being upwards : 4th. fpring up, bringing both feet to
their former pofition, and the hands down by cach fide.

Is done from the/badder at two motions, as described Trajiing
in the order. To thoulder from the zrail is performed Awms,
as from the order. To trail from the order, feize the fire-

Jock with the right hand at the lower loop, raifing the
piece from the ground and letting it hang in the right hand
in a flanting pofition,

Three firelocks of each file) are piled by being placed piting (or as
floping upwards witlx the butts on the ground, and theit was for-
muzzles meeting at the top, the ramrods locked in eachg‘ﬁ{:}g)‘::;‘i
other, fo that the three pieces may ftand firmly in a py-
ramidical form.

The firelock being at the order, bayonets are unmfixed Returning
and returned into the fcabbards on the command, ¢ sefurn bayonets.
bayonets,” in the fame manner as they are fixed.

Corporals marching with reliefs, or commanding de- Advancing
tachments or divifions, have their arms advanced ; into Arms.
which pofition the firelock may be brought from the fborlder
by the following zhree wotions on the command Advance arms,
1ft and 2d bring the piece to the poize, as direted in the fourth
command of the manual (the prefent.) 3d, feizing the
piece at the guard with the right hand bring it with a
quick motion to the front of the right fhoulder, and hold
it at the guard, as low down as the arm will fall, the
barrel rurned to the rear, the firelock exallly perpendi-
cular, the left hand brought down to its pofition on the
left thigh. .

The manual and platoon exercifes do not now make a
regular part of a review, but are only performed when
particularly called for by the reviewing General,

Fa The
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Words of - The Platoon Exercise.

Command.

1. Make  The firelock being at the fhoulder, throw it briskly to the

Ready.  ypepper ; in which pofition it is held perpendicular and
oppolite the left fide of the face, the butt being clofe to
the breaft, but not prefled, the body ftrait and full to
the front, and the head ere€. Asfoon as the left hand
feizes the firelock above the lock, raife the right elbow 2
little, placing the thumb of that hand upon the cock, with
the fingers open on the plate of "the lock; then quickly
cock the piece by dropping the clbow, and forcing down
the cock with the thumb, and immediately feize the fmall
of the butt with the right hand.

2d Prefent.  Slip the left hand along the sling as far as the fwell of
the firelock, bringing the piece down to the Prefent, ftep-
piny back about fix inches to the rear with the right foot,
and ftedfaftly look along the barrel of the firelock.

31 Tire.  Pull the trigger firmly, remaining perfefly fieady in
that pofition, until the next word of Command.*
4the Load. L. Dring the firelock briskly down to the priming pofi-
tion.
II. Half cock.
stnHawdle I, Draw the Cartridge from the Pouch.
Cartridge.  JI. Bring it to the mouth, holding it between the fore-
finger and thumb, and bite off the top of the Cartridge.
6th. Prime. I, Shake fome powder into the pan.
II. Shut the pan with the three laft fingers.
1. Seize the fmall of the butt with the above three
fingers.

yth, Ct L. Face to the left on both heels, fo that the right toe
abont.  may point diretly to the front, and the body be a very
little faced to the left, bringing at the fame time the fire-

lock round to the left fide and raifing it by a motion of

the right hand, fo that the lock may be as high as, and

nearly oppolite to the left breaft, It {fhould in this mo-

. mentary

® The Sollier muft be made fenfible, that on receiving the wovd of com-
mand, ¢ Fixg,”™ h.s whole attention, and ali the kil of which he is pefie %ed,
ase t be emel y-d in giving a proper diredon to the ¢ atears of Lis mucket;
ter which «flential ourpuf tis necea ¢ ta "bituate him to paufe on the word
¢ Prrsen,™ atier he bas pulle the trigyer.
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mentary pofition be almoft perpendicular (having the muz-
zle only 2 fmall degree brought forward) and as foon as
it is fteady there it muft inftantly be forced down with
the left hand within two inches of the ground, the butt
nearly oppofite the left heel, and the firelock itfelf fome-
what floped and direttly o the front. The right hand
at the fame initant catches the muzzle in order to ftea-
dy it.

yII. Shake the powder into the barrel, putting in after it
the powder and ball.

ITL. Seize the top of the ramyrod with the fore finger and
thumb of the right hand.

I. Draw the ramrod half out with the finger and thumb, 8th. Draw
and feize it back-handed exadtly in the middle. Ramrods.
II. Draw it entirely out, and turning it with the whole
hand and arm extended from you, put it one inch into the
barrel.

I. Pufth the ramrod down, holding it as before, exaét- 9th- Ram
ly in the middle, till the hand (the right one) touches “jg <™
the muzzle.

II. Slip the forefinger and thumb of that hand to the
upper end of the ramrod without letting it fall farther into
the barrel.

IIL. Pufh the cartridge well down to the bottom of the
barrel.

IV. Strike it two very quick firokes with the ramrod.

1. Draw the ramrod half out with the forefinger and 1othRetorn
thumb of the right hand, catching it back-handed. Ramods.
II. Draw it entively out turning it very briskly from
you, with the arm extended, and put it into the loops,
forcing it as quickly as poflible to the bottom. Then face
to the proper front, the finger and thumb of the right
hand holding the ramrod, asin the pofition immediately
previous to drawing it, and the butt raifed two inches
from the ground.

Strike the top of the muzzle fmartly with the right ¥7thShoul-
hand in order to fix the bayonet and ramrod more firm- der Aras,
ly, and inftantly throw the firelock nimbly up with a jirk
of the left bhand, at one motion to the fboulder, bringing
down the right hand at the fame time to its original
pofition on the right fide of the body N. B.
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N. B. Though the butts are not to come to the ground
in cafling ab:ut (the firft motion of the fixth command
of the platoon exercife) as accidents might happen, yet
they are permitted, while loading, to be fo refted; but
this muft be done without noife and in a manner imper-
ceptible in the front.

PRIMING AND LOADING QUICK.

Pf‘;‘"' and I The firelock, being at the fhoulder when this com.
% mand is given, is brought down in one brisk motion to
the priming pofition, and the thumb of the right hand
placed againft the pan cover or fteel; the fingers clench-
ed, and the right elbow a litcle turned out fo that the

wrilt may be clear of the cock.

IL. Open the pan by throwing up the fteel with a ftrong
motion of the right arm, turning the elbow in, and
keeping the firelock fteady in the left hand.

III. Bring the right hand round to the pouch, and
draw out the cartridge. Thereft as above déscribed, ex-
cept that in the quick Joading, all the motions are to be
performed with as much dispatch as poffible; the foldiers
taking their time frem the flugal man in front, for cafting
over and fhouldering ondy.

POSITIONS OF EACH RANK IN THE FIRINGS.

The pofition of the front rank, when it fires ftand-
ing, is that which has been explained in the beginning
of this fection.

FRONT RANK KNEELING.

Make ready  Bring the firelock briskly up to the recover, catching it
in the left hand ; and without flopping, fink down with
quick motion upon the right knee, keeping the left foot
faft ; the butt end of the firelock, at the fame moment,
falling upon the ground: Then cock, and inftantly feize
the cock and fteel together in the right hand, holding the
piece firm in the left, about the middle of that part which
is between the lock and the fwell of the ftock: the point
of the left thumb to be clofe to the fwell and pointing
upwards.

As the body is finking, the right knee is to be thrown
fo fur back that the left leg may be right up and down,
the right foot a little turned out, the body ftraight, a;)d

. the
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the head as much up, as when the musket is thouldered.
The firelock muft be upright, and the butt about four
inches to the right of the infide of the left foot.

As for the front rank ftanding. Pref nt.

Pull the trigger as before direCted, and as foon as the  Fire.
piece is fired, {pring up nimbly upon the left leg, keeping
the body ere& and the left foot faft, and bringing the
right heel to the hollow of the left foot: At the fame
initant drop the firelock to the priming pofition (the height
of the waiftband of the breeches) lalf cock, handle cart-
ridge, and go on with the loading motions as before des-
cribed.
CENTER RANK.

As for the front rank ftanding, except that on the in- Make ready
ftant of cocking the piece, ftep with the right foot a -
derate pace to the right, and keep the left foot faft.

As for the front rank ftanding. Prefent.

As for the front rank ftanding, with this difference Fire.

only that the left foot is to be drawn up to the right
one, (the hollow of the left foot to the right heel,) at
the fame time that the firelock is brought down to the
priming position (the height of the middle of the ftomach.)
The loading, &c. will be performed as before described,
except that immediately after the firelock is thrown up to
the fhoulder, the men fpring to the left again and cover
their file leaders, that is the front rank men of the files to
which they respectively belong.

REAR RANK.

Recover and cock as before direCted for the front rank Make ready
ftanding, and as the firelock is brought to the recover, ftep
briskly to the r'ght a full pace, at the fame time placing
the left heel about fix inches before the point of the right
foot : The body to be kept ftraight and {quare to the front.

As in explanation for the front rank ftanding. Prefent.
As for the front rank ftanding, except that the left foot Fire-

is to be drawn back to the right one, (the hollow of thfg
left
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left foot to the right heel, at the fame time that the fire-
lock is brought down to the priming psfition, (clofe to the
breaft for this rank.) After thouldering the men fpring
to the left again and cover the front and center rank men
of their respective files.

Obligue  Firing.

1 Tocn,  This firing is exccuted cither to the right or left and by

2d Ready, the fame words of comamand as firing in frout: all that
is neceffary is to meatien whether the firing is to be to
the right or left oblique.
58 To the  The firft rank will point tke firelock to the right, ben-
ﬁ'ﬁ*“gf ding the left knee a little inwards, without altering the
blique, Pofition of the feet.
4thPrefent, The fecond rank will bring forward the left foot a-
bout fix inches, towards the point of the right foot of
his front rank man, he will at the fame time lean a litile
forward bending the left knec a little and point his fire-

sth Fire. Jock to the right; after the word ¢« Tire,” the two ranks
will bring the fhoulders fquare, and tuske their proper
pofition.

Indeperdint Firing.

1t Toon,  The men muft be placed in the common manner in

;ﬂ 5::(21’:, two ranks. The man in the front rank and the one in

ath Fire.  the fecond, prefent and fire together, and every file will,
do the fame, when the commandiry officer withes the
firing to ceafe, he will caufe the drum to beat the
general, when every man will inftantly bring his piece to the
port and half cock, and remain perfeltly fteady untill the
word fhoulder arms is given by the commandant: parti-
cular care muft be taken that the men, in the hurry, do
not cock their firelocks inftead of bring-ing them to the
half cock.

General obfervations on Firing.

Firing fhould always be pra&ifed at firft without car-
. tridges
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tridges, and afterwards with blank cartridges, in orderto learn
the mento prime, load, and ram down, properly and expedi-
tiouily. In bringing the picce to the half cock, after
firing with powder, the men thould always obferve whe-
ther the fimoke comes out of the touch hole: in that
cafe, the charge is gone off'; if not, they fhould ufe the
pricker only and prime again. If any of the men on
loading fhonld perceive that the former charge had not
gone off, which if fuch is the cafe, he cannot fail to do
when he rams down, he deferves to be punifhed if he
puts in a third charge. After exercifing, the officer, muft
always infpedt the pieces that they may difcover if fuch a
fault has been committed.

It is dangerous to pradife firing ftanding, when the
men are formed three deep; particularly if the ground
is not level and the men have their knapfacks on, When
it is. neceffary to fire formed in that manner, two ranks
only ought to fire, andthe fire of the third rankbe kept
in referve: when the battalion is formed two deep, it may
even be fometimes neceffary for the firlt rank to fire
knecling.

Exercise of Non-Commiffioned Officers, with
Farelocks.

When the men fhoulder arms from the order, the fer~
jeants come to the advance, when the men come to the
charge, the ferjeants at the firft motion, come to the Por# ;
the ferjeants in front rank, come down with the men to
the charge; in the rear rank they remain at the Port;
when the men are ordered to fhouider, the ferjeants throw
their firelock at one motion to the advance, waiting for the
fignal to quit their left hands which are acrofs the body
touching the firelock. ’

The ferjeants go through the fame motions as the men

at Order drins, Fix Bayonets, Unfix Bayonets ; at every o-
ther word of command they remain at the Advance.

G I
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Infiructions for the Sword Salute, Se.

CARRIACE OF THE SWORD,; AT CLOSE ORDER.

Advance
Savords, 1st.

Port Savords,
od,

Recover

Savords, 1ft.

2d.

3d.

4th.

~ Grafp the Sword lightly by the hilt, in
your right hand, on a level and clofe to your
hip bone, there let it reft, as the foldier
does his firelock, cafting the blade into the
hollow of your right fhoulder.

Carriage of the Sword, at Open Order.

Grafp the Sword by the hilt in your right
< hand, in front of your hip bone, drop the
blade, four inches from the point, in your
left hand, keeping the left elbow bent, and
place your thumb along the blade upwards;
bring your right arm fomewhat forward,
fo as to allow the blade to remain in a di-
agonal direftion acrofs the cheft, without
confiraint; your left hand being oppofite
to, and abaut three inches lower, than the
Uleft fhoulder.

Saiute of the Saord, in four wmotions.
 Bring your Sword britkly up, ina perpen-
dicular diretion, the point upwards, and the
flat fide of the blade oppofite to the right
cye, the Guard even with the right nipple,
and the elbow clofe to the body; the in-
ftant the left hand quits the blade, it muft
be brifkly dropped to the left thigh, the
thumb being kept flat upon the feam of
the breeches, and the reft of the hand clofe
< to the thigh,

Drop the blade, by brifkly ftretching your
arms, fo as to bring your right hand clofe
to the right thigh, and remain fleadily in
this pofition until the perfon you have falu-
ted fhall have pafled two paces at leaft.

Bring your Sword brifkly up, asin the firft
pofition.

Sink it in a diagonal direftion acrofs the
Lcheft, as described at gpen order.

At
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At the words of command, Rear rauk, tale spen order,
Officers face to the right, recovering their Swords, as in
1t pofition of the Sword fulute; they march in ordinary
time to the different intervals in the Battalion, come to
the right about, and by one motion bring their Swords
as in NO. 1, of the carriage of the Sword at clofe order.

Salute of the Sword in Marching.

As in pofition, NO. 1, and €, taking care to bring the
blade up with the left foot, and to drop it with the right,
and keeping the right eye fteadily fixed towards the per-
fon faluted.

N. B. Whenever an officer fhifts his pofition, it muft
invariably be done by pafling in the rear o1 the divifion
(or company) &c.

‘When officers are ordered to take their poft of exer-
cife, in rear of a battalion during the Manual and Platoon
Exercife, they will rccover fwords, face to the .right, and
pafs through the intervals of their feveral divifions, &ec.
waiting in the rear with recovered fivords as in NO. 1, of
the carriage of the Sword at clofe order ; at the word
Rear rank, take clsfe order, they will fpring briskly to their
feveral ftations on the flanks, without recovering their
Swords, remaining fteadily as in NO. 1.

At the words of command, Rear Rank, take open order,
Officers recover their {words, at the command Afarch, they
will ftep out in ordinary time, to the front of their re-
fpetive companies, and keeping their {fwords at the reco-
ver, looking to the right hand officer of the line, who
will be advanced three paces in front for the fignal to
drop their fwords acrofs the body.

‘WHEN the Platoon can go through the Manual and
Platoon exercife, and the difterent forts of firing &c. with
precifion, the Marchings and Wheelings contained in the
firft part of thefe regulations, muft be affiduously prac-
tifed WITH ARMS.

G2 FOR-
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FORMATION ofr tH8 BATTALION,

1 Grenadier,
Strengh of

the butali- The Dattalion is Ten Companies, 8 Baztalion,
lion. 1 nght.

3 Offcers,
3 Serjeants,
A Company commonly confifts of 4 Corporals,
1 Drummer,
40 Privares.

Fermation  When the companies join, and the battalion is formed,

:"l_f"f bat-there is to be no interval between any of them, grenadier,

“ light company, or other; but every part of the front of the
battalion thould be equally firong.

The Grenadier and Light Infantry Companies are to be
completed with proper men out of their refpeétive bat-
talions, and to be conftantly kept fo.

Each company which makes a part of the fame line,
and is to aét in it, muft be formed and arranged in the
fame manner.

Pofition of The companies will draw up as follows from right to

the compa- Jeft :—grenadiers ;—firft captain and major;—4th. and 5th.

D in b captain, 3d. and 6th. captain; 2d. captain and lieutenant-
colonel ;—light company.—The coionel’s company takes
place according to the rank of its captain;—the four eldeft
captains are on the right of the grand divifions ;—officers
commanding companies or platoons, are all on the right
of the front rank of their refpetive ones.

Divifions.  The eight battalion companies will compofe four grand
divifions; eight companies or platoons,—fixteen fub-divi-
fions,—thirty-two feltions, when lufficiently firong to be
fo divided, ctherwife twenty-four, for the purpofes of
rnarch.—The battalion is alfo divided into right and left
wings.—When the battalion is very numerous, each com-
pany will be divided into two platoons.—When the ten
companies are with the battalion, they may then, for the
purpofes of firing or deploying, be divided into five grand
divifions frora right to left.

The



Of the BATTALION.

The battalion companies will be numbered from the
right to the left, 1, 2, 3, 4, 5, 6, 7, 8.~The fub-divifi-
ons will be numbered 1, 2. of cach;—the fefions will
be numbered, 1, 2, 3, 4. of each; the files of comanies
will alfo be numbered 1, 2, 3, 4, &c.—The grenadier and
light companies will be numbered feparately in the fame
manner, and with the addition of thofe diftin&tions. Thefe
feveral appellations will be preferved, whether faced to front
or rear.
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The companies muft be equalized in point of numbers, companies
at all times when the battalion is formed for field move-~equalized.

ment ; and could the battalions of a line alfo be equaliz-
ed, the greateft advantages would arife ; but though from
the different ftrengths of battalions this cannot take place,
yet the firft requfite always muft, and is indifpenfible.

Ranks are at the diftance of one pace, except the fourth pormation

or fupernumerary rank, which has three paces.
All the field officers and the adjutant are mounted.

The commanding officer is the only officer advanced in
front, for the general purpofe of exercife when the bat-
talion is fingle; but in the march in line, and in the fir-
ings,- he is in the rear of the colours.

The lieutenant-colonel is behind the colours, fix paces
from the rear k.

-The major and adjutant are fix paces in the rear of the
third and fixth companies.

One officer is on the right of the front rank of each
company or platoon, and one on the left of the battalion;
all thefe are covered in the rear rank by their refpeftive
ferjeants; and the remaining officers and ferjeants are in a
fourth rank behind their their companies,—It is to be ob-
ferved, that there are no coverers in the center rank to
the officers or colours.

The colours are placed between the fourth and fifth
battalion companies, both in the front rank, and each co-
vered

of the bat.
talion at
clofe order,
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vered by a non-commiffioned officer, or fteady man in the
rear rank.—One ferjeant is in the front rank betwixt the
colours; he is covered by a fecond ferjeant in the rear
rank, and by a third in the fupernumerary rank.—The
{fole bufinefs of thefe three ferjeants is, when the battalion
moves in line, to advance and direét the march as here-
after mentioned. The place of the firft of thofe ferjeants,
when they do move out, is preferved by a named officer or
ferjeant, who moves up from the fupernumerary rank for
that purpofe.

The fourth rank is at three paces diftance when halt-
ed, or marching in line.~When marching in column, it
muft clofe up to the diftance of the other ranks.—The
effential ufe of the fourth rank is, to keep the others
cofed up to the front during the attack, and to prevent
any break beginning in the rear; on this important fer-
vice, too many officers and non-commiffioned officers can-
not be employed.

The pioneers are affembled behind the center, formed
two deep, and nine paces from the third rank.

The drummers of the eight battalion companies are
aflembled in two divifions, fix paces behind the third rank
of their fecond and feventh companies.—The grenadier
and light company drummers and fifers are fix paces be-
hind their refpedtive companies.

The mufic are three paces behind the pioneers in a fin-
gle rank, aud at all times, as well as the drummers and
pioncers, are formed at loofe files only, occupying no more
tpace than is neceffary. :

The ftaff of chaplain, furgeon, quarter-mafter, and fur-
geon’s mate, are three paces behind the mufick.

In general, officers remain pofted with their proper
companies ;3 but commanding officers will occafionally make
fuch changes as they may tind neceffary.

Whenever the officers move out of the front rank, in
parade, marching in colermn, wheeling into Line, or other-
wife, their places are taken by their ferjeant coverers, and
preferved until the officers again refume them, When
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When the line is halted, and efpecially during the firings
when engaged, the ferjeant coverers fall back into the
fourth rank, and obferve their platoons.

When the Battalion takes Open Order.

Rear Ranks, - At this command—the flank men on the

take Open
Order.

March,

A

right of the rear ranks of each company
ftep briskly back to mark the ground on
which each rank refpedively is to halt. They
Jace to the right, and cover as pivots, being
regulated and drefled by the adjutant or fer-
jeant-major on the right.—Every other in-
dividual remains ready to move.

At this command—the flank dreflers face
to the front, and the whole move as follows :

The rear ranks fall back one and two
paces, cach dreffing by the right the inftant
it arrives on the ground.

The officers in the front rank, as alfo
the colours, move out three paces—thofe in
the rear, together with the mufic, move
through the intervals left open by the front
rank officers, and divide themfelves, viz.
the captains covering the fecond file from
the right, the leutenants the fecond file
from the left 5 and the enligns oppofite the
center of their refpetive companies.

The mufic form between the colours
and the front rank.

The {ferjeant coverers move up to the
front rank, to preferve the intervals left by
the officers.

The pioneers fall back to fix paces dis-
tance behind the center of the rear rank.

The drummers take the fame distance
behind their divifions.

The major moves to the right of the line
of officers.—The adiutant to the left of the
front rank.

The ftaff’ place themfelves on the right of

the
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the front rank of the grenadiers, viz. chap-
lain, furgeon, quarter-matter, mate.

The lieutenant-colonel, and the colonel
(difmounted), advance before the colours,
two and four paces.

The whole being arrived at their feveral
pofts—Halt, Drefs to the Right, and the
battalion remains formed in parade, in the
order in which they are to receive a fupe-
rior officer.

When the battalion is reviewed fingly,
then in order to make more fhow, the di-
vifion of drummers may be moved up, and
formed two deep on each flank of the line,
the pioneers may form two deep on the
right of the drummers of the right, and
the ftaff may form on the right of the
whole.

When the Battalion refumes Clofe Order.

Rear Ranks, The licutenant-colonel, officers, colours,
take  Clyfe . ftaff, mulfic, face to the right.
Order. The drummers and pioneers (if on the

flank) face to the center.
The ferjeants (if in the front rank) face
to the right.
The rear ranks clofe within one pace, mo-
ving up one and two paces, and then halt-
, ing.
March. The mufic marches through the center
interval.

The ferjeants, drummers, pioneers, &c.
&c. refume their places, each as in the ori-
ginal formation of the battalion in clofe or-
' der.

The officers move through and into their
refpective intervals, and each individual ar-
rives, and places himfelf properly at his poft
Lin clofe order.

Poftingof On particular occafions, and when neceflary, officers
officers. COom-
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commanding platoons, who in line are on the right of their
platoons, thift to the left to conduét the heads of files, or
the pivot flanks of their divifions in column or echel-
lon.

‘When the battalion wheels by companies or fub-divi- Colours.
fions to cither flank into column; both colours and the file
of dire&ing ferjeants always wheel to the proper front, and
place themielves behind the third file from the new pi-
vot.

There is no feparate colour referve; the pioneers, mu- Colour re-
fic, &ec. fufficiently firengthen the center; but in the ferve.
firings the two files on each fide of the colours may be
ordered to referve their fire.

Thé conftant order of the light company when formed vLightcom-
in line, and united with the battalion, is at the fame clofe pany.
files as the battalion. Their extended order is an occa-
fional exception:

When the light company is detached, and the grena- Grenadiers.
dier company remaing, it will be undivided on one
flank of its battalion, whenever there are feveral batta-~
lions in line: but when the battalion is fingle, it is per-
mitted to be occafionally divided on each flank.

Attentions of the Soldier.

Quick TIME is in general confined to WHEELINGS and Times of
FILINGS, the other movements of the platoon or batta-~ march.
lion are made in orpINARY TiME. It is feldom that they
will, or ought, to be required at quick time.

All wHEELINGs, forward or backward, are made quick. Wheeling,

Lyes are turned to the wheeling hand at the word AMarch
(and not before.) The wheeling flankman fteps out firm
at a pace of thirty-three inches, till he receives his word
Halt ; it is the bulinefs of the reft of the rank to keep
up to him. Eyes remain in all cafes to the wheeling
hand, till a new order is given by the commanding of-
ficer.

H All
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All FiLings are made quick, clofe, and at the lock-ftep.
Tiles are at no time to open out, on occafions of exercife,
parade, or manceuvre ; but they will often be 1o permitted
and ORDERED, when marching in the ftreets, or in com-
mon route marching, when the march by divifions can-
not fo conveniently take place.

All Facings muft be accurately made on the left lieel.
Pivot men muft cover carefully ard exa&tly. In wheeling
backward, the ftanding man faces the oppolite way to what
he dees if wheeling forward. Pivot men, whether in
wheeling into column, or in wheeling into battalion, when
once pofted, are to remam immoveables and do not alter
their pofition in confequence of platoon-drefling, nor on
any account, but by order of the commanding officer
of the battalion, when he tinds it neceflary to require a
more corret drefling from the whole.

The great orservANCE of the foldier in the ranks, and
under arms, is the fquarenefs of the fhoulders and body,
the head to the front, and the eyes only glanced to the
point of drefling. When the battalion is halted, and a
more accurate dreffing 15 ordered, the head may be a little
turned during that operation only, and each man fhould
juft diftinguifh the lower part of the face of the fecond
man from him. Whether in movement, or halted, each
man is juft to touch (without crowding) his neighbour’s -
arm, towards whom he drefles, to depend on that chiefly
for his line, and at no time to feparate from him.

At the word March, the framp of the foot is not to be
made, but the firft ftep is to be taken as firm and lengthy
as any other, and the body of each man, if in his true
pofition under arms, is prepared for it by an inclination
forward. On the perfeft execution of this depends much
of the accuracy of march. On the word Afarch, the firft
ftep in all fituations is taken with the left foot. 'When the
commanding officer of the battalion gives the word Mareh,
the whole ftep off together, whether in line or in column.
‘When he gives the word Halt, the whole halt at that in- .

{tant.

At the word Afarch, eyes arc direCted to the pivot
flank, if in column, or to the head of the file if filing;
to
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to the colours, if marching in battalion; and in general
to that point by which they are conduéted.

At the word Halt, the foot in the air finifhes its ftep,  Halt,
and the other is brought up to it.  Eyes remain diredted to
the pivot flank, if marching in column; to the colours,
ifin line; or to the wheeling flank, if wheeling; and in
general, to the point to which they were turned when in
movement, until 2 new order commands a new drefling.
Whenever the word Drefs is given by platoon officers
to their platoons, eyes are turned to the pivot, where the
officer is, and from whence he ‘correéts them upon a diftant
obje&t.

In marching in line, each man muft preferve his body Line,
perfe&tly fquare, and juft feel the touch of his neighbour,
who is nearer than himfelf, to the direfting point; and
the rear ranks are to be well locked up, particularly when
firing. In marching in battalion, or when halted, rear
ranks will be locked up ; but in marching in column, they
may in general be at one pace diftance: the fteps are to
be taken firm and marked.

All alterations in carrying, fupporting arms, (&c.-are done Carriage of
by the whole battalion at once, whether in line or column,ms.
and not by the divifions of it feparately. The command-
ing officer gives the word, and not the platoon afficers;
and no fuch change is at any time made, but in confe-
quence of his command; the men therefore in all cafes,
abeel, halt, march, drefs, &, with their arms carried, fup-
portedy <Fe, according as the laft given comjnand directed
therl. "The famé is to be obferved whenever the battalion,
moving in line, or column, changes its time of march.

In column, when the right of the battalion is in front, Pivot fanks
the left is the pivot flank; and when the left of the
battalion is in front, the right is the pivot flank.

In marching in column, the pivot files of men next to pivotFiles.
the officers, muft have great attention in covering, when
the movement is made in 4 firaight line, as they are points
on which the formation is made, and therefore for that
purpofe, they remain clofe to their pivot officers, who in
that fituation cever and give diftance.

Supported arms {hould” only be allowed when halted in
line, or when moving in column. But the march in line,
and in general all wheelings up into line, and all form~
ings of the line or drefling it, fhould be made with car-

H2 ried
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ried arms, as the only fituation which preferves the trud
diftance of hles, or can give an accurate line.

Covering Platoon Scrjeants,

The .covering ferjeant accompanies and affifts the
platoon officer in all his movements, and prelerves his
place in line, or on the pivot fiank in column, whenever
the officer’s duty requires him occafionally to quit it.—
In battalion he covers in the rear-rank.—At open order,
he moves into the officer’s place in the front rank. At
clofe order, he leaves it for the officer to take it. In the
march in echellon he is on the outward flank of the front
rank. : .

When the battalion breaks into column to the right, or
left, the ferjeant falls back two paces; and when the wheel
is finifhed, he covers his officer on the pivot flank. When
the column marches, if the officer is in front of the pla~
toon, the ferjeant is on the pivot of the front rank, and
is anfwerable for the platoon diftance; if the officer re-
mains on the pivot flank, the ferjeant then falls behind
the rear rank, and covers the fecond file from the pivot.

‘When from column, the right in front platoons wheel
up to the left into line; the ferjeant, at the word awbhes/,
goes to the right of the front rank of the platoon, and
wheels, up with it, thereby preferving the officer’s place.
If the wheel is to the right, the ferjeant is behind the right
file, ready to move up to the officer’s place at the con-
clution of the wheel. On all occafions when any platoon
(which is then fcparated) joins in line to one on its right,
at that inftant mutt the covering ferjeant be on its righe
to preferve the place of his officer, who may be employed
in drefling his platoon. ‘ :

‘When the platoons awhee/ either into line, or into co-:
lumn, the ferjeant of the leading platoon runs out, and
marks the point in the line of pivots, where its flank is to
halt.

‘When platoons cowntermarch in column, the ferjeant
moves into the ofhicer’s place (when he quits it to iead in
file,) faces to the right about, ftands faft, and becomes the
pivot point for the front rank leader to clole to after the-

t
coun-
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countermarch is finifhed, and his place is occupied by the
officer after drefling his divifion.

When the platoons from columns file in order to take a
new line, either to the front or rear; the ferjeant of
each fucceffively, as it arrives within thirty yards of that
line (and no fooner,) runs out, takes diftance, places him-
felf on it, and remains as a point to which his officer is
to bring and clofe in the pivot flank man of his platoon,
and as a point which the officer himfelf is afterwards
to occupy.

‘Whenever the battalion halts to fire, the ferjeants fall
back, and in concert with the fupernumerary rank, keep
the rear ranks well locked wup, and attentive to their
duty—~When the battalion again moves, {erjeants refume
their places,

When the battalion is in column of fub-divifions, if the
officer is ordered to march in front of his platcon, the
ferjeant is on the pivot of the leading fub-divifion. If
the officer is on the flank of his leading fub-divifion, the
ferjeant takes the flank of the fecond. In column of fec-
tions the ferjeant alfo takes the flank of the fecond fection.
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In clofe column the ferjeant is on the flank of the rear Clofe co.
rank behind his officer : and in forming line after the Aalt, ™

Jfrut of the platoon, he remains on its outward flank,
and marches up with it.

The Proneers in column of march, are in front~In
line, they are formed two deep behind the center, and
pine paces from the rear rank.

Pioneérs,

DruMMERs in column of march, or clofe column, are Drummers.

with their companigs, and on the flank, no! the pivot one,
—In line, the grenadier and light drummevs are fix paces
behind the rear rank of their companies.—The battalion
drummers are in two divifions, and formed f{ix paces be-
hind the third and feventh companies.—In parade, at open
¥anks the drummers preferve their fix paces from the
sear rank.

‘Whenever the platoon is cautioned to whee/ forward or
backward any #amed number of paces, the ferjeunt imme-
diately pofts himfelf before or behind the eighth file, from
the ftanding flank, and takes the ordered number of paces;
when his platoon has conformed, he places himfelf on its
outward flank.

The Music, in open or clofe column, are on the flank,

which

Echellon,

Mufic,
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which is not the pivot one; in line, they are in a fingle
rank behind the center, twelve paces from the rear rank;
in parade, at -open ranks, they are between the colours
and the front rank.
Mufic, &. Drummers, mufic, pionecrs, &c. will take care not to
" impede the Hank movements of the clofe column, nor its
formation into line, but will get into the rear of their res-
pe€tive battalions as foon as they are disengaged from each
other.

Attention 1n Platoon Ojficers.

Pofition of  'When the battalion is formed in line, company or pla-
%’;‘c‘;” oftoon officers are all on the right of their platoons.—In " co-
’ lumn, theyare on the pivot flank, unlefs particularly or-
dered into the front of each platoon, if a march for any
confiderable diftance is to be made—When on the pivot
fanks, they are anfwerable in their own perfons for dis-
tances and covering: When in front, their ferjeants, un-
der their diretion, preferve the ordered diftance.
 Wheeling - Jn wheeling from line to column, each moves out, and
imio-column p1aces himfelf one pace before the center of his platoon ;
each-turns towards his men during the wheel, and inclines
to his pivot flank 3 each gives his word Halt Drefs, when
his wheeling man has juft completed his degree of wheel;
each {quares his platoon, but without moving what was the
ftanding flank; each then places himfelf on the proper
pivot flank. After the wheel into column is compleated,
1o one is to caufe his platoon to fhift, by way of covering
on the pivot flank, unlefs fo ordered by the comiranding
officer, or that in the courfe of marching a ftraight line
is gradually taken up.
_Wheeling  In wheeling from column into line, each placcs himfelf
into line.  gne pace before the center of his platoon; each turns to-
wards” his men during the wheel, and inclines towards the
pivot of his preceding platoon; each gives his word Halt
Drefs, when his ‘wheeling man, on whom his eyes is fixed,
is juft arrived at-the next ftanding pivot man ; -each then'
from that next pivot man correéts the interior of his pla-
toon upon his own pivot man; each'then takes his place
and remains -fteady on the right of his platoon.
Wheeling  If the column is in movement, and platoons are fucces-
th ool fively to whee/ imo a new direction, each officer, to what-

on a fixed
point. cver
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ever hand he is to wheel, gives his word from the point

he is then placed at, whether in front, or on the fank.
If on the wheeling flank, he conduétsit. If he is on the
ftanding flank, he fteps out two or three paces, the bet-
ter to fee that his platoon wheels quick, with a lengthy
ftep, and that he may time his word Halt; this done, he
is to fall back to his place on the pivot flank, no longer
to look te his platoon, but having his eye fixed on the of-
ficer of the preceding platoon, he is to give his word
March-at the inftant that officer is taking the laft ftep
which eftablifhes the proper diftance betwixt the platoons.

‘When an officer is marching on the pivoc flank, he is to On the pi-
be anfiwerable for diftance and covering ; thefe circumftan. ¥t flank
ces alone muft folely engage his whole attention ; he can
only occafionally give a glance of his eye towards his pla-
toon, which muft drefs to him of courfe, and without
any particular dire&ion.

“‘When platoons in column are each to countermarch on Counter.
its own ground, the officer, when his platoon faces, goes march &
to that Hank, which is to become the pivot flank, con. PHto™s
dufls his platoon in file, and clofes its leader to the fer-
jeant, who has remained to mark the pivot, halts, fronts,
and drefles it fquare; he then places himfelf where the
ferjeant ftood.

‘When the battalion marches in line, officers then be- In line.
come individuals, equally attentive as the foldier; nor can
officers then be attentive to any thing but to the correét-
nefs of their own perfonal march, every operation then de-
pends on the word from the commanding officer, who
MOVES, HALTS, and DRESSES the battalion. Whenever the
battalion is in line, officers give no commands, except in
firings. '

‘When the platoons of a column fi/e feparately to a flank, 14 gle.
the officer conduéts the head, and when he arrives within
thirty paces of the new pofition, in which he is to form,
he detatches his ferjeant to mark the point at which he is
to place his pivot front rank man, either in filing to front
or rear 5 the officer ftops at that ferjeant, and balt, fromts,
and dregffes his platoon clofe to the ferjeant ;5 he then him-
felf, after correfting his platoon, replaces the ferjeant, who
falls back to the rear rank. In FILING, diftances and dres-
fing are taken from that hand to which by a face of the
platoons, the whole would ftand fronted in column, and
- the
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the line breaks into column towards the dire&ting point.
The leaders of the third, fourth, &c. plateons, from the
dirctting flank, are never to overpafs the ftraight line
which joins the heads of the firt and fecond, but are,
if any thing, to be behind it, till they arrive and halt ex-
atly in the new line. In movements to the rear, dis-
tances and drefling are always taken from the fame point
to which they would be made if the movement was to
the {ront, that is, from the left, in going to the tear, if
it fhould be from the right, in going to the front.
Leading of- On the leading platoon officer of the columny much of
ficer.”  the precifion df march depends; he muit lead at an equal,
fteady pace; he muft lead on two objects either given to
him, or which he himfelf takes up on every alteration of
pofition 3 this demands his utmoft attention ; nor muft
he allow it to be diverted by looking 4t his platocn, the
care of whofe regularity depends on the other officers,
and non-commiffioned officers, belonging to it. The fe-
cond platoon officer muft alfo be fhewn, and know the
points on which the firlt leads; he is always to keep that
firlt officer and thofe points in a line, and thofe two offi-
cers, together with the placed mounted officers thus be-
come a direftion for the other pivet officers to cover. In
marching in open column, the covering ferjeants are pla-~
ced behind the fccond file from the pivot officers, that
the officers may the more correétly fee and cover each
otlter in column. )
When pi-  In the eolumn of march; after the word HaLT is given;
vois march. no one is to move, and pivots particularly muft remain
where they are then placed. In this fituation, when or-
dered to ForM; each platoon WHEELs up to its adjoining
pivot; the whole will then, perhaps (as in the cafe of
marching on a road, aleng the different turnings of a
height; &c. &c.) be ina winding line, and muft not at-
tempt to get into a ftraight line, unlefs fo ordered by the
commanding officer to anfwer fome particular obje&.
Wheeling ~ When the platoon wheels BAckwarDs, from line into
backwards, column, the fituation and bufine(s of the officer is the
fame as when wheeling forwards. And he bafts and dreffes
from his pivot flank, which he gains during the wheel.
In clofeco- In clofe column, divifion officers are on the pivot flanks.
lamns. In forming line, before the divifions face, they are {bifred
to the leading flank, if neceffary. The efficer of each

ftops
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Nopsin his own perfon when the divifion nearer to the
fornsy, point than himfelf receives the word Halty Fr.ut.
He allows his furjeant to procced with the divifion; at the
due inttant gives the word Llaft, Fronty Drgflr, and as foon
as the front of his divifion is clear, the word March con-
dudting it into line. Pefore the divifion arrives within
three or four paces of its ground, the officer will have
ftepped out nimbly to the flank of the preceding divition
and will be thus rcady to give the word Hult, Diefs, at
the inftant his inward dank man joins the preceding di-
vifion. The men drefs by the formed part of the line,
and the officer corre&s them on the known diftant point.
He then refumes his platoon place, which has been pre-
ferved by a furjeant.  'When the clofe column, or part of
it, forms line on a rear diviion, the officer of each,
‘when the one behind him halts, fronts, will ftep nimbly
round to the rear (and without impeding his divifion, al-
Iow his ferjeant to proceed), from thence he can better
judge the proper momment of giving his words Halt, Fr.nt,
to his divifion; he then places himfelf on its inward piank,
and wmarches up when his frount is clear.

The officer of one of the center platoons is always in Colours.
open column to preferve diftance for the colour files. The
colours wheel up into column, with the leading center
platoon, and place themielves Dbehind the third file of
men from its pivot flank; when the line forms, they clofe
in to that flank.

When ~ficers march in front of their divifions, they Tn frontdi-
muft in their own perfons keep fo clofe to the preceding V8O-
ones, as not to hinder the flank of their own divifion
from preferving its proper difrance.

When the head of a column of march changes its Wheels in
diretion, and that marching in an alignement is not in; " of
quettion, inttead of making regular wheels on tixed points, )
the odicer who conduéts the leading divifion will often
be direCted gradually to bring it round into the new direc-
tion, by the turn of the cutward fhoulder, making both
his flanks continue moveable ; but each fucceeding divifion,
without the formulity of command, or halt, does the fame
thing, the whole attention refting on cach pivot flank,
which at no rate muft encreafe its diftance 5 but during
this operation preferves the fame equality of time and
length of ftep at which it was before moving. o

I n
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On all occalions of forming in line, either by wheels
ing up from open column, or in moving up from clofe
column, or in marching up from echellon, &c. the
conduéting officer moves nimbly to his point d’appui,
fome paces before the arrival of Lis divifion in the line,
and from thence gives his word ‘to Hulty and iaftantly
drefles it.

Officers and ferjeants of the sUPERNUMERARY rank are.
in the rear of their refpective companies, when the batta-
lion is halted, or marching in line, they are three paces
from the rear rank. In open column, they are within
one pace of the rear ran. In clofe column they goon
the flank of their dJiviiion which is not the pivot. ‘Their
great attention during movements is, that files are cor-
rect, ranks kept up, and that perfeét order is preferved a-
mong the foldiers, circumitances in which they greatly as-
fift the platcon officer, who having the important objelts
of diftance and covering of pivots to obferve, cannot in
fuch fituation be giving minute diretions to his platoon,
without lofing fight of his more material duties. During
the firings, the fupernumerary rank, aflifted by the pla~
toon ferjeants, are to keep the rcar ranks well clofed wp
to the front, and to prevent any break beginning in the
rear.

The Starr (adjutant excepted) in line are three paces
bebind the mufic. In parade at open ranks, they are on
the right of the grenadier front rank.

It is the particular bulinefs of the ApjuTanT at all times
to alcertain the direétion on which the column is to move,
or on which the formation of the line is to be made.
For this purpofe he is mounted, otharwife he could not pro-
perly discharge this important ducy; and he can be much
affifted in it, by having two or three canp colour men, or
non-commiflioned officers properly trained to line them-
felves quickly with any two given poiuts. Iie is to take
care, that the point where the battalion in column enters
an alignement, is afcertained toit. When it is moving in
that alignement, that two points a head of the column are
always prepared. When it wheels up into line, that a point
beyond each flank in that line is ascertained. When the
line is to be prolonged, and has wheeled backward by di-
wifions, that two points in the exaét line of the pivots are
rcady for its march. 'When the clofe column is to form

: in
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in line. that a point to cach flank is given. When the
battalion changes polition, cither by files or by the dia-
gonal march of divifions, that there are points given on
which the pivots of files will cover, and can drefs their
divifions upon, from their feveral points of appui. In
ihort, that upon all occafions, fixed points of forming,
drefling, and march, are given, except in advancing in
line, where the afcertaining fuch points does not depend on
the Adjutant.

When the battalion changes pafition by the echellen Echelion.
march, the named divifion wheels its 8th file into the new
diretion. ‘The other divifions wheel their &ti, file half the
number of paces as the named oune. The ferjeant is on
the outward flank, the officer on the inward flank of each
divifion. At the word MarcH, they move on, prefer-
ving their relative diftance, and covering of pivots from
before them, and juflt before the inward flank of each di-
vifion arrives at the outward flank of its preceding one,
which is already halted in line, its officer pluces himfelf
before that flank; and when his inward man touches it,
he gives his word Halt, Drefs up, if the movement is to
the front, and drefles his divifion on the diftant prepared
flank point, fo that his divifion is fteadied before the ar-
rival of the next one. When the change is made to the
rear, the retiring part faces about before the divifion wheels
are made, proceeds as above, and each officer gives the
word halty front, diefs back, to his divifion when its in-
ward man touches the preceding formed one.

Attentions  of commanding  Offficers  of
Baztalions.

Tho battalion may be confidered to the line, what the
platoon is to the battalion.

Commanding and Field Officers are always to be moun- Field Off-
ted, and unlefs they are altive on horfeback, it is Impos-~cers mount-
fible for them to fee, to corre®, to prevent miftakes, or ed-
to move with that dispatch which is neceffary from one
point to another.

Whatever operation is to be performed by the whole of Commands.
the battalion at once, is done upon the word from the

12 com-
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comm:mdmg officer, without any repentton beng mady 8%
platoon officers; he puts it in mstizn and kalis it, whether
in line or column ; he wheels it from line into column;
and from column into line; he orders arms to be carrieds
Supportedy, &c. he dreffés it {rom the center, when it has
marched in ]me, and halts; 2nd from what was the leading
flank when it has abeded up from c- lumn inta line.
Lefore the column marches, the commanding officer as-
certains points to the leading officer, and when he intends
to change the direction of the march he gives new points,
and he watches over the juft leading of the column, He
takes care that all wheels of platoons are made at the iden-
tical point where the leading platoon wheeled ; that all
dxitlengs < f fub-divifions are made fucceffively in the famne
mauner, and at the fame point 3 and that forming up to pla-
toons is made at the fpot where the trft forming up is
mude.~ Lhat in all diininutions of the front, the natural
order of the colman is preferved, whether the right or
left of the battalion leads—That a column of half pla-
toons occupies no more fpace than a column of whole
platoons, viz. juft fufficient to wheel up into battalion.

Haltof the Vv lien the open co umn marching in an alignement is to

columan.

Di-fing.

Comrminilc
W une.

Sorm in a ftraight line, and for that purpofe kalts; the in-
ftant that it does halt, the commanding officer from the
head of the battalion at that inftant corrects the pivot files
of men (vhich ought not to be neceflary) in the true line,
and vpon a rear point.—Put if the march is making in a
wiading direltion, and that the intention is not to form,
or not to take up a firaight line, the platoons remain on
the ground on which tl\ey halt, and do not move in
any {hape, until they receive a further order, either to
form in line; or firft to cover, and then to form; or
to continue the march.

The commandiag oficer always condudls the head of his
battalion column to the pomt at which it is to eassr a new
line, and he takes care in time to disvatch a monnted offi-

¢ to afcertain that point.—When the platoons awhe/ up

inio line, he imwediately (if necetlny) correéts the dres-
firg of the battalion frem the dank which led when in
column, and that generally upon a point beyond the other
flank. )

When a@ing in line with otliers, the commanding offi-
cer of eacr battalion conforms to the movements of the

regu-
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regulating one, and from it takes, and rapidly repeats his
words of Hulty, Wheely Marer, &c. and the lealt delay
in repeating the words [ty or sdarch, muit undoubtedly
disorder the line in proportion to that delay, for the whole
of a line thould sifarch, or Hilt, at the fame inftant.

In line, the commanding officer 1s in rear of the colours, Attent'ans

from thence, by marked cautions, he makes his battalion i line.

Sfep outy or fkep fb.rty or incline, asis neceflary to preferve
its place in the general line ; his great attention is to fee
and prevent the beginning of faults, and not wait tijl
they have had their effelt; by watching and regulating
his advanced ferjeants, he beft regulates his battalion ; the
fquarenefs of the march, the compadinefs of the files,
and the equality of flep, are the great objedts he is to have
in view,—7The other mounted officers are behind the
wings, and can afift much in preventing faults, and in
corredting them.

All the battalions of a line muft Aa/f at the fame in-Drfling in

ftant in confequence of that word, repeated by command-
me officers, whether they are correft or not in line.—
Fach half battalion from its own colour, and the men
looking to it, will be immediately dreffed on the colours of
the next adjoining batwalion; by this means a general
continaed line will be obtained, and at any rate, 2 {traight
one between each two colours; and if all the colours
ihould have truty halted in one line, the whole corps will
be comptetely formed in a ftraight line.—~But if the Aalt
is not juftly made and that a better line muit be obtain-
ed, the colours of the defective battalions will be brought
into the general line; the platoon officers will quickly
grrange themfelves, ., will be ordered to the righ#, and
the men will in an imtant #zve up; too much celerity
cannot be uted ia completing this vperation.

A fingle battalion, when it halts, is thus dreffed on
its right or left center company, and is therefore in a
ftraight line.—Two battations drefs each from its center
on each other’s colours, their outward wings conforming,
and are therefore in a ftraight line.—Three or more bat.
tations drefs from the ceuzer of each on their next co-
lour; and thevefore if all the colours haltin a line, the
line of the whole will be ftraight: if they arc not in a
line, the general line will not be ftraight (till a fpecial
correftion is made), but no flank will be thrown out of
the general direction, When
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When a battalion retires and Aalts, it ought never to
remain in that fituation, but be immediately faced about,
and drefled to the proper front.

Interval.  The greateft fault that 2 battalion in line can make is
increafing its interval; bad dreffing may be remedied
without danger, but a falfe diftance prefents a weak part
to an enemy, and is not to be clofed, without a- hazar-
dous momement, and great operation of the line.

Aids in ex. Commanding officers cannot take too much precaution
ercift.  to alcertain true points in the line in which they are to
form, before the arrival of their battalions in it.

When a battalion 1s exercifing {ingly, a commanding
officer may have two camp colour bearers behind each
flank properly trained, and ready to run out to that flank,
to give points of marching, forming, or drefling upon the
true line. In doing which, ene flank of the battalion is
generally confidered as in that line, and often both.

Attentions.  Words of command cannot be {pecified for all the
variety of circumftances and fituations that occur; 1 ..
commanding ofticers being themfelves clear in what is to
.be done, fhould by diftint and explicit orders, which they
divide and adapt for the occafion, lead their battalions
through all the points of execution with precifion; this
will always be found the fhorteft path, nor on any account
thould any operation, more cfpecially the corretion of an
error or miftake (once a battalion is affembled under arms)
be performed in a carelefs or flovenly manner, which
will always be the cafe if the commander’s orders are
not pointed, loud and fufficiently explanatory.

Chfe co- A battalion cofe column forms in line on its front divi-

lona. fion, on its rear divifion, er on a central one, according
as circumftances require 3 and in all cafes the line formed
upon is that on which the head of the column or columns
is halted before the formation begins, and therefore the
divifion on which each battalion at any time forms, moves
up at the proper inftant, and halts on that line.—When
feveral clofe battalions, ftanding on the line, are to extend
and form, the regulating and named battalion only can
be obliged to form on a central divifion: each of the
others will form on its front, or rear divifion, viz. on that
which firft arrives at its ground, where it bo/ts, fronts, and
occupies its proper place, while the others move on, and

fucceffively come up to it. .
In
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In forming linc from clofe column, points muft be given Forming ia-

beyond both flanks in the direltion of the line, and atwm:.
mounted officer halts, and fronts cach divifion, which is
efpecially neceffary for thofe that form upon a rear one,
although lefs fo for thofe that form upon a front one.—
The drefling and correftion of the line is from the firit
formed divifion towards the other flank, and all the eyes
of the Dbattalion are of courfe turned to that firft formed
divifion.

"The fame number of ponts are required for the march As mon

in an alignement, and wheeling up into line of an opcnrz“::;:zi';:‘
column of one battalion, as for that of feveral battalions, o?,e bata.
viz. one where the line is entered, and (always) faws beyond lon 1s for
the head of the colurn.—Therefore, although thefe pre- e
cautions may appear formal for the movements of the bat-
talion when fingle, yet are they neceflary in all its exer-
cifes ; when it is recollefted, that fuch battalion is in the
place of and muft confider itfelf as the leading one of
the column, on whofe correét polition thofe of every
following one depends.—The fame exadtnefs is required in
every extention from clofe column into line, and in every
forming and change of pofition that the battalion makes.
In fine, in order to qualify the battalion for adting in ge-
neral line; it muft at ics fingle exercifes work on points
fixed and relative, and make no chance and accidental
movements and formations.

Although on moft occafions of movement and forma-1n a firvi-
tion, and at all times in inftruction, determined points mark- ;‘:{:ﬁ“ﬂ“‘-‘t

ed by detached and mounted oflicers, are given : yet fuch march can-
helps cannot be expefted or depended on, when the linenotbegivea
is advancing on an enemy, when a corps is harafitd in
its retreat, and when it is unfafe to fend out officers, &c.
In fuch fituations every thing will depend on the eye and
Jjudgment of conduéting officers, who muft preferve fuch
Jdiretion of movement, and {eize fuch accidental points as
prefent themfelves, and lead to the obje& which is to be
accomplifhed.

In whatever fhape a battalion is moving, the command- The bitta.

tion in ne

ing officer is never to lofe fight of this great principle, that g, .

the battalion fhould 2t no time cover more ground than its covers more
proper extent when formed in line—Therefore if he is g-ound than
marching in line he muft take care that his files do not sygeh of fcs
open; and if he is marching in column, his great attention front.

15
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is that his divifions do not opens TFor this purpofe his
march muit be juft, and compadt, his wheels quick, and alt
doublings up, or back, which alter the exteat of frout,
muft be made fo as not to Linpede the general movements
of the column or to chunge its di.tances.—When the front
is to diminifh, he muft fee that the doubling divition flack-
ens its pace, and when disengaged fiom the other divi-
fion, that it inclines well up, quick, and covers, thereby
not impeding the divifion behind it.  When the front s to
be increafed, the moving up divifion dves it quick and
by obliq e marching,
Marching  The commanding officer muit recolle&t, in the winding
rene, " movements of the open column of march—that the wieel
) ing diftances muit be juft; that the pivots are to foliow
on the exalt tra&, which the leading one has traced out;,
that the whole, when ordered, halt on the precife ground
they then occupy 3 and that when they wheel up and form,
the line will not then be a contirued, but probably an irre-
gular curved one.—But it a firaight line is to be entered
and formed upon, from the point where the heud enters,
and not fooner, and where a mounted officer remains
pofted, does every platoon pivot officer begin to cover
in the true line, ro march in that line, and to preferve Iiis
true diitance : nor muft any obtiacle that caa poflibly be
{furmounted, ever force lie pivor officers ont of that liney
although the men of thels plitoon, when it becomes ne-
ceflary, may open or widen their files from them. And if
the pivots on accomnt of any matcrial obitacle zre thrown
for 4 time out of the line, thev thould always, if poflible,
move to the hand which carries them bzhind the line,
and again re-enter it when they cin; and for which pur-
pofe an officer, or non-commiflioned otficer, fhould be
placed where they are to re-enter it. In marching in the
alignement, the commanding oicer ﬂvou‘d frequently place
bim Wfelf in it, with a gl.mce of the cye fie whether his
files preferve it, and correlt them if neceffary.

As ene field officer at a time muft eommand the batta-
lion, the others prefent can only 2&in aid of him, nor can
their fituation in all cafes be afcertained ; but thould the
commanding officer not be at the head of the open column
(when it inarches, and particularly when it halts) to cor-
ret if neceflary, the pivots in the general line, another
field officer, or the icading officer, if no ficld ofhcer is

there,
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there, fhould inftandy attend to it, that the wheeling up
may not be delayed. If in the courfe of exercife and in-
ftrudtion, the commanding officer is not behind the center
when the battalion marches in line or halts, another field
o licer from that fitnation can immediately give every proper
aid in movement, or in lining as it ought when halted;
and in every cafe it muft be evident in what manner the
commanding officer can be affifted.

‘When the line is to break and wheel into open colunn
of march, in almolt all cafes it is better done by wheeling
backward then forward, for the wheel is in this manner
made on the pivot flanks; and although divifions may be
uncqual, yet thefe flanks cover after the wheel, an advan.
tage which is loft if the wheels are made forward.

‘When a battalion makes a retired ECHELLON, or part of
an echellon of a confiderable line: the commanding offi-
cer muft take great care to regulate his movements by
thofc of the one precceding him, viz. that he preferves his
parallelifm 5 his ordered diftance 3 his proper flank inter.
val; and when the leading echellons halt, and that he is
to move up into line, that the outward flank is not thrown
too forward (which without great attention will happen)
and thereby perhaps be expofed to the enemies enfilade.

Commaanding officers of regiments, brigades, or larger
bodics, are moveable according to circumftances, and fhould
by no means confider the center of fuch bodies as their
general poft in exercife or movements, or expet by the
exertion of one voice, from one nxed fituation, to com-
mand and diret the whole; their prefence is more fre-
quently required near one or the other flank; in general
they thould be at the conduéting point of movement or
formation, and to that addrefs their orders by voice or
meflage 5 for if that point is led, or placed in the direc-
tion it thould take, there is little danger of the parts of
the body not properly and fucceffively conforming to it.

There are many fituations in the movements of great
bodics, where commands, that are not immediately to in-
fiuence the whole, are noc given loud, but quietly, to
the direlting body to whofe fituation the reft by the eye
couforn; as when the head of an open column is or-
dered to halt, that the reft of the divifions may move
on, and {ucceflively ftop in clofe columns; and on all oc-
caions where parts oniy of a large body are to march, or

. halt
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halt fucceflively, commanding cflicers of regiments fhould
have an attention to give their commands in fuch manner
as not to praduce an ulteration in thofe points that are
not meant to be infiuenced by them at that inftant.

Where a large body is marching in column or columns,
through narrow ground, and when its parts are to be af~
fembled beyond the deild in feveral lines, in a compaét
manner behind cach other, fuch parts are not to begin to
affemble when the leading one does, but the head of cach
line is fucceflively firlt to come up to the ground on which
it is to ftand, and when it there halts, its proper follow-
ers (and not before) move into line with it, and thereby
do not impede the bodies that arc behind them, which are
{till in the defilé, and are to perform the fame operation.

reciffon of movement depends altogether on the inftant
circulation of commands of execution, and that on the atten-
tion of officers to the point they may be expefted to come
from, unlefs the whole of a body, however large, is put in
motion at the fame inftant, a column will be extended, and
a line will be ill drefled, and with falfe intervals.

Officers muit particolarly attend to the difference be-
tween changes of direction made by /72l and by Shoulder
Jorward. In the firft cafe, one flank remains fixed, while
the other is on the wheel; in the fecond cafe, both flanks
continue in motion. Shulder furavard, applies to a fmall
front, and to a column of march, where the change of di-
retion -is to be made gradually, without an alteration of
the pace. In proportion to the front of the body fo chang-
ing, muft be the degrec of fiveep made by both flanks;
and in all cafes the reverfe fiank conforms to the pace of
the pivot flank, and in no cale can it be made fhort and
quick, otherwife it becomes a wheel.

Regulations in Fz'rz'ﬂg.

1. The advance of the battalion fhould inftantly fuc-
ceed the forming of the line; and when it arrives and
halts at the point where it is to hre, the firing ought in-
ftantly to commence at the word Aa/t; for the battalion
having been apprized, during the march, of the nature
of the required f{iring, no hnproper delay need thercfore
be made. ' 2.
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2. The greateft care is to be taken by the officers and
under officers in the rear (whofe principal attention this is)
that the rear ranks are well locked up in the firings, and
that in loading they do not fall back.

3. The line, if retiring, Halt, fronts, at one command;
and inftantly begins firing, having been apprized during
its movement of the nature of the firing.

4. The paufe betwixt each of the firing words—Aduke-
veady! prefent ! fire! is the fame as the ordinary time, viz.
the 75th part of 2 minute, and no other paufe is to be
made betwixt the words.

5. In firing Wings by Companies : Each wing carries on
its fire independant, and without regard to the other
wing, whether it fires from the center to the flanks, or
frowx the flanks to the center.—If there are five companies
in the wing, two paufes will be made betwixt the fire of
each, and the make-ready of the fucceeding one.—If there
are four companies in the wing, three paules will be made
betwixt the fire of each, and the make ready of the fuc-
ceading one.—This will allow fufficient time for the firft
company to have again loaded, and fhouldered at the time
the latt company fires, and will eftablifh proper intervals
between each.

6. In firing by grand divifions, three paufes will be made
betwixt the jfre of cach divifion, and the make-ready of
the fucceeding one.
~ 7. In firing by Wings.—One wing will make ready the

inftant the other is thouldering.—T'he commanding officer
of the battalion fires the wings.

8. In firing companies by fU/es.—Each company fires
independant.—When the right file prefents, the next makes
ready, and fo on.—After the firft fire, cach man as he
loads comes to a recover, and the files again fires without
waiting for any other; the rear rank men are to have their
eyes on their front rank men, and be guided by, and pre-
fent with them.

9. In general after the march in, and halt of the bat-
talion, company, or platoon firing fhould begin from the
center, and not from the flanks.—In other cafes, and in
fucceflive formations, it may begin from whatever divilion
ficft arrives, and halts on the ground.

K2 Firing

-1
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Firing in line.

Obje@t of  1ft. The chief objet of fire againft cavalry, is to keep
fire. them at a diftance, and to deter them from the adack;
as their movements are rapid, a referve is always kept
up.—DBut when fire commences againft infantry, it canaot
(contiftent with order and other circumftances) be too
heavy or too quick while it lafts, and till the enemy

is beaten or repulfed.
2d. The fire of 3 ranks flanding, is hardly with cur
prefent arms to be required 5 especially if the ground be
brocen, and that the fotdiers are loaded with tueir knop-

i}uks.
Defenive ~ 9d. Where infantry are pofted on heights that are to
fire, be deferded by the fire of musquetry; the front rank

will kneel, that one third of the fire that may be given
fhould not be loft, for otherwife the rear-rank, in fuch fi-
tuation, could not fufficiently incline their pieces to raife
the flope.—As fold:ers generally prefent too high, and as
Ffre is of the greateft confequence to troops that are on the
dufenfive, and who are pofted if poffible on commanding
grounds, the habitual mode of firing fhould therefore be
rather ar a low level than a high one; and the fire of
the front rank kneeling, being the mott efficacious as be-
ing the moft rafing, thould not be difpented with when
it can be fafely ind ufefully employed.

o tine 2'-  4th. When infantry marches in line to attack an enemy,

vanwng.  and in advancing makes ufe of its fire; it is perhaps beiter
to fire the two firft rank only ftanding, referving the Sd.
than to make the frout rank kncel and to fire the whole:
but volleys fired at a confiderable diftance, or on a retir-
ing enemy, may be given by the three ranks, the front one
kneelin,,

Patoon  Sth. "A line pofted, or arriving at a fixed fituation, will
finng.  fire by piaicons, cach baitalion independant 3 and fuch fi-
ring gorerally conmmencing from the certer of each—
The firft re of eaclh bartalion wit. be regular, and efia-
bifh intcrvalsy afier the firft fire 5 each platocon fhall
continue to fire as foou as it is loaded, independant and
as quick as it can, till the battalion or line is ordered to
ceafe.

6th. Behind a parapet, hedge, or abbatis, the two frft
ranks only can fire, and fuch firing may be file firing, de-

liberate

Fil. fairg.
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Jikerate and cool, the two men of the fame file always
firing together; it may begin from the right or left of
platoons, and {hould be taught in fituations adapted to it,
not in open ground.—Should the parapet, hedge, or abbatis
be but little raifed, platoon firing may be ufed. This
mode of firing is very galling if well kept up it is fome-
titnes ufed on rejoicing days, when it gets the name of 2
Jeue de joie.

Tth. Oblique firing by battalions, is advontageous on ma- oyique fir.
ny occafiors; as when it is proper or that ume does not ing.
aliow to give an oblique direction to part of a line, or that
their fire in this manvier can be thrown againft the vpening
of a defils, the fianks of a column, or againft cavalry or
infantry that direct their attack on fome particular batta~
lion or portion of the line )

Sth. Aslong as the fire by battalions, half battalions, Regularity
er companies, can be kept up regulor, it is highly advan-of fring.
tagecous and can be at any time {topped ; but fhould file
firing be allowed and once begun, unlefs troops are exceed-

“ng cool and well disciplined, it will be dificult to make
it finith, and to make them advance in order.

9th. When a line halts at its points of firing, no timg is
to be lost in fcrupulous dreffing, and the firing is inftant-
ly to commence.—But a line that halts and is not to fire,
or when its firing ceafes after the halt, may immediately
be ordered to drefs from colours to colours.

10th. The attention of the officers and non-commiffion-
ed officers of the rear to the locking up of the ranks in
firing, cannot be too often repeated.

Firing at the Target.

Tre importance of a well dire&ted fire is generally
acknowledged. To attain this effential objeét of military
initrultion, the following method ought to be frequently
pradtifed:

One or more targets muft be prepared for each
detachment of men, ecach target muft be of five feet
nine inches in height and twenty one inches in
breadth, it thould be painted acrofs, the middle with a
colour that will firike the eye, about three inches in breadth;

the
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the upper end ought allo to be painted in the fame man-
ner.

The men muit at firft fire at 50 toifes diftance, then
at 100, and laftly at 150.

At 30, and 100 toifes they will aim at the lower
mark, at 150, they will aim at the upper; at firt, they
will tire fingly; when they are zble to fire with pre-
cifion, they may be accuitomed to fire at the word of
command. They muit be taught to place the butt of the
firelock properly againft the fhoulder at the prefent, to
fupport the barrel fleadily with the left arm, and level
expeditiously the breach of the barrel and the fight ex-
altly on the point at which they are to 2aim. ‘The word
Recover  Arms, ought to be given often after the word
Present, that they may acquire a habit of levelling expe-
ditiously at the objeft. Particular care nwmft be wken
that on the word Fire, they draw the trigger tharply with-
out ftiring the head or altering in the {malleit poflible
degree the direction of the firelock ; and "to emable the in-
itruCtor to obferve this important point, they muit re-
main at the prefent till the word / ad.

"This exercifz is to take place every year, after the Mili-
tia has been inflrulted in hring with blank cartridges.

The Officers ought to pay particular attention to the
following remarks : « The end to be attained in firing is
is not to lire the greateft number of fhots in a given time;
but to make every thot effeCtual. This is to be done, by
iimplifying the manner in which the firing is to be made,
and in making the men properly acquainted with the car-
rying and bearings of the pieces ; and finally to teach them
at wnat diftance a reliance is to be placed on the fire of
musketry, and how to guide it properly with refpeét to
the ground, circumftances, and the arms of the enemy:
in a word, when it ought to be laid afide for the charge of
the bayonet.”

« It is at 80 toifes that the fire of musketry begins
to have a confiderable effect; but the proper direion is
asly to be acquired by the repeated ufe of target firing ;
the tavget ought to be placed at different known diftances,
fonetimes on  defcending ground, in a hallow, on rifing
ground, on a level, and on an emminence; and the men
ought to be perfeétly familiar in levelling at the proper
parc of the obielt of his fire according to the fituation

and
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and diftance at which it is placed. ‘There are, in that
tefped, proportions which ought to be confideced as an-
ioms, and which may be taught the men without explain-
ing the theory on which they are founded: for inftance,
if a battalion of the enemy is at 300 toifes diftant, in
front, the aim muft be about three feet higher than their
heads, at 200 toifes a foot and a half above their heads,
at 150 toifes at their hats at 100 toifes at the middle
of the bedy ; at 50 toites about the knees, but never lower.”

Order for forming the Parade of a Battalion.

THE men having affembled at their officers quarters,*
are to march under the direCtion of an officer of cach
company, to the General Parade, and the ftriGeft filence
is to be obferved ; at fifty yards of the ground upon whick
the Battalion is to be formed, the officer will order the
company to Aalt, carry arms, and march in ordinary time,
to an allotted fiation n the Battalion; he muft be very
particular in taking the diftance for his company in open
column from the company in front of him; when he has
got his proper diftance, he gives the words of command,
erder arms, fland at ease.

The Captain or officer commanding fuch company will
repair to the parade, for the purpofe of minutely exa«
mining the arms, drefs and accoutrements of the men.

Attention,
[-Rear Rarntk, take Open Order.
‘Words of Com- March.
mand given byq Order arms.
the Captain. Handle arms.
Right face.
Draw Ramrods.

As foon as the ramrod is drawn, each private will place
it into the barrel, the round end of the ramrod on the
heel of the bayonet, about three inches forward; the in-
ftant the officer approaches the firft file, the ramrod will
be briskly thrown into the barrel, fo as effeftually to ring
within it, and then be placed as before; the officer will

care-

* If the men are with arms, they will fall-in with bayonets fixed and
thouldered arms.

-7
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carefully examine the nob of the ramrod, to fee whether
any dirt or ruft be attached rto it.

Return Ramrods.

Lase arms.

Lront.

N. B. The compuny will frsnt trom a motion made
by the flugal-man in the fame mammer that it faced to
the right.

Sk ulder arms.
Port arms.
Open pans.

The officers will carefully and minutely infpe&t every
part that is vifible of the lock, &c. fce that the pan is
bright and clean, and the touch-hole perfettly clear; if
they ihould cbferve any duft about the latter, or fhould
fuspect that the aperture is not clear tothe chamber, they
will either order the man to ufe his pricker, or muke
him blow down the barrel, after baving direfted him te

Shoulder arms.
Order arms.
Unfix baysnet.
Butt to the fiont.

The officers will apply their hands to the touch-hele,
whilt the men blew down their barrels; this fhould in-
variably be pradtifed before the battalion goes to excercife
with cartridge; on thefe occafions the above menticned
words of command will be adopted, with the following
ones :

der arms.
Jiix baysnets.
Shoulder arns.
Port arms.

The Officer or Officers will continue their infpeétiom
of pans, flints, or drivers.

Shut pans.
Shiulder arms.
Order arms.

Unfix bay.net.
Stand at case.
Open your pouches.

The Officers infpe&t the men’s ammunition, and when
the men have fhut their pouches, the ofhcer infpeéts the

men’s
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men's cloathes, and appointments of the company will
li'ewife fee that the bruthes, prickers, turnlcrews and
worins, are in good order and properly fixed; the prick-
ers and bruthes are hung beneath the breatt plate, efpe-
cially at infpeftions.

Rear Ranky trail arms.

Tote l.se order.

Alarch,

Order arms.

Stand at ecase. -

Afrer which he will leave it to the direftion of the
Adjutant.

N. B. A vory excellent pradtice has been adopted
in fome Regiments to aftertain the nicety of diances, on
which the true formation of a battalion wholly depends.
This is by fronting the pivot men and marching them
one or two paces forward from their feveral flanks, and
tacing them again to right or left (as the cafe may be) the
Adjutant and Serjeant-Major are thus enabled to form a
moit accurate judgment from the two extremes of the
retilinear fituation of thefe umportant points; to which
the ditferent divifions, &c. will be attached by the fid
Jep to the right or left.

When the Commanding Oficer comes on the parade,
he orders the Adjutant to form the parade, who gives the
following words of command, viz.

Columny Aitention.
Shodder avims.
Qﬁc‘r’lh’, take /79/}.

The Officers on all duties under arms are to have their
fvorls drawn, without waiting for any words of com-
mand for that purpofe ; the Commaniling cfficer then gives
the following words of command.

By Comparies,y to the Ioft awlel ints, line,

Aarch.
Rear Ranky take spen order.
.1.1 4’(” 'c'l’ .

The Commanding Officer orders the Adiutant to col-
‘eét the Reports.

N. B. WNo compliments pafs between the officers and
e adjatant, either b deopping the fword, or otherwite.

The Reports haviey doen colledled by the Aditant from

she Qfcers tanding on the Jdauks of the column, or at-

I. open
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open order in front of the Battalion, and by him delivered
to the Major who will give them to the Colonel, or
to the Lieutenant Colonel;

The commanding officer, will gpen the ranks. A regiment
is feldom dismiffed from a parade, without going through
the Manual exercife or fome manceuvres. As {oon as the
Manual exercife is over.

Rear Ranky take clese order.
March.

Order arms.

Unfix B:z'\'om'/.»‘.

Sh.tdder arms.

If the commanding ofFcer makes a fignal to the of-
ficers to fall out, the officers fheath their fwords.

The adjutant then marches the battalion s if the batta-
lion has been firing powder, it is always dismiffed with
bayonets fixed.

N. B. All ofiicers, not in the ranks, are to place them-
felves in the rear of the Commanding officer of the pa-
rade.

Whenever the regiment parades with arms, the adju-
tant will order the men to jix bayonets and fb ulder arms :
till the Commanding oflicer arrives on the parade, he will
cither make thewm, order arms, or suppsrt arins, but as foon
as he appears, they will carry arms.

"I'he Battalion is never to be difmiffed on the grand pa-
rade, but marched off, in a body, to fome diftance : it will
then Aalf, and the officers commanding companies, will
march off their men to their own private parades, and
there difmifs them.

If a party of men with arms pait the guard, it will turn
out, and fhould a drum be beat, the guardis to prefent
arms, aud the drummer of it will beat a march. When
no drum is beat, the guard remains fhouldered.

-

Review of a Battalion of Infanrry.

THEe Battalion to be reviewed being drawn up in open
order, the Colonel and Licutenant Colonel advance dis-
mounted to their places, the Major on horfeback in his
place, a Camp colours is previously placed cighty or a hun-

dred
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dred paces in front of the center of the Battalion, which
being confidered as the itation of the reviewing oir.cer, is the
point to work upon, and to which all the movemeunts are
relative.

In this dispofition they await the arrival of the review-
ing General, who, having prefented hinfelf before the
center at fifty or fixty paces diftance, is received with a
general falute, the battalion prefents arms, the Oficers
falute, and the Mutic play, the Colours falute thofe ouly
who from their rank are entitled ro that honoupr; the Ge-
neral then moves towards the right, and paffes along the
rear without receiving any further compliment 3 the muatic
ceafe upon his having returned to the right flank of the
battalion, and while he proceeds to place himfelf in the
front, the rear rank are clofed, and the Colouel and Licu-
tenant Colonel will then mount on horfeback in rear of
the center.

The Battalion in open column of companies is then put
in motion, with the mufic and pioneers at its head ; and
points having been afcertained by the adjutant for the
exat and feveral wheelings of the divilions, each company
wheels, fucceflively on arriving at thofe points ; their Right
ranks in marching paft only four paces diftant from the
camp colour, the fuppofed fituation of the General.

Lach leader of a rompany, when he has advanced fix
paces from the fecond whecling point, changes quickly by
the rear to the right flank of his company 5 when placed,
he gives the word’s Eyes Right, and upon arriving within
fifty paces of the General open rear ranks, at which time
the officers, whether fupernumerary or otherwife, move
three paces in front of their company, the captain on the
right, the lieutenant on the left, and the enfign in the
center. Covering ferjeants move inta the place quitted
by the captain.

In marching paft the reviewing general, the colonel is
at the head of the leading company, the major a little
behind on his left; the mufic fix paces before them in two
ranks, the pioneersin two ranks, are fix paces before the
mufic, having a corporal at their head to lead, the drum-~
mers and fifers are on the left flank of their reipedtive
companies. The lieutenant-cclonel is in the rear, with
the adjutant on his left, but fomewhat behind ; the malfic
begins to play immediately after the leading company has

s 2 - made
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made the fecond wheel; the officers prepare to fulute fix
paces before the benekal and recover their f[werds when
ten paces paft him; the commanding ofhicer having falut-
ed at the head of the battalion, pl.wc Limfeif noar the

General nd remains there till the rcar has marched paft,
the otlicers commanding companies having alio paft the
fame poiut by thirty paces, will cach 1ucwthvc; clofe his
rear rinks, and at this thee cach Individual refumes the
poit which he held when the column was firlt in motion.

When the leading company arrives ncar the fourth
whecling pomt, the whole halt, mulic ceafs, and they
march of in quick time with arms fupported 3 and upon
arriving at the fixth wheel, arms are again carried, and
having wheeled the mulic begin to phy

The battalien now marches paft the General in quick
time, and at clofe order ; the colonel and licutenant-co-
lonel, &c. are inthe Lu*ne ﬁtu’mons, and the icading of-
ficers of each company change to its right by the rear,
in the fame manner and at the fume time as before, but
do not falute. The fupernumerary oflicicrs and ferjeants
ore in the rear of companies at one pace from the rear
ank, When the lead of the columin arrives near the
cighth wheeling point, mufic ceafes, it is halted in order
to take up the ordinary ftep march, and when w-
rived at the point where the right of the batzalion was
originally placed, it is again halted, the mufic and pio-
neers go to their pofts behind the center, and the pivots
being correfed, the battalion is wheeled iato line.

The commanding officer having then given the cantion
thar the Manual and Platcon Faercife (lhould it be re-
oulreu) will be perfernted, goes to the rear, end the major
advancing to the front, g.vu. the words of command 5 the
oflicers awt coleurs rake their pufts m a line mth the
fupernumerary rank in the rear of the b hattalion, the colo-
nel and licutenant-coionel are ir the rear of the colonrs,
and  the pioneers arc formed niné paces beyond the iear,
the mufic three behind them.

‘The major clotes the rear rovke for thc plutoon exercife,
the officers and calours then refume their fituation in the
Iine, and the exercife being fintbed, the major yoes to his
pottin rear ¢f the fecond company (the third if the bat-
vilion confifts of cipght c-,mpamcs\, and the commanding
oficer having ordercd to primne and load with catridge,
precceds to excente the movements, Words
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Words of Command for a Review, including the
Manual and Platosn Exercije, and the March.

‘The Ranks being at Open Order, and the Reviewing Ge-
neral having taken polt in the front, the following words

of Command are given.

* % The woras mark 11 CaptTats are given by the Commnder of the
Rattalinn. —Thole matked i {rancks are given by the Commander of the Com-

pany or Diviiion,

Commanding Officer.

Caation, = | Words of Command.

Words of Com-
mand by Ofhi-
cers of Com-
panies.

PRESENT ARMS.
SHOULUER AKMS.

PEAR RANKS, TAKE
CLOSE ORDER,
MARCII.

CoMPANIES, ON THE
LEFT BACKWARDS
WHEEL,

MARCH.

MARCH.

1ft wheel.

Halt drefs.,

Hualty Ieft  avbeel,
Halt drefsy march.

Halty left avheel.
Halt drefs, march,
Lyes right.

Rear ranks, take
cpen order.

Rear  ranks, take
clofe order.

Halt,
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Commanding Officer.

Words of Coma
mand by Cifi-
cers of Com-

Caution. | Words of Command. panies.
3d wheel | Halt, left avbeel,
Halt drefsy, march.
()
Havr.

SUPPORT ARMS,

QuIcK, MAKCH.

CARRY ARMS.
HavrT.
MARCH.

Havr.

4th

5th

6th

7th

8th

LErT WHEEL INTO,

LINE.

MarcH.

Halt, Ieft wheel,
Halt drefs,  quick,

march.
Halt, left wheel,
Hait drefs, quick,
march.
Halt, ‘eft wheek,
Halr drefs, quick,
march.
Eyes right.
Halt, left avheel,
Halt drefs, quick,

march.

Halt, left awbheel,
Holt drefs, march.

Halt drefs.

(1) Each cflicer commanding a company give all thefe
words of ccumand; to wheel to the left is repeated at

every angie.

The



REVIEW OF A BATTALION.

Commanding Officer.

4

Caution.

‘Words of Command.

Words of Com-
mand by Offi-
cers of Coms-
panies.

The Battalion
will go through
the Manual and
Platoon Exercife.

&)

The Officers
will take poft in
the rear.

The front rank
only charges bay-
vuets, the rear
ranks port arms.

Battalion,

P.EAR RANKS, TAKE
OPEN ORDER,
MARCH.

ORDER ARMS,
UNFIX BAYONETS,
SHOULDER ARMS,

OFFICERS, TO THE
RIGHT FACE,

MarcHh.

FronT.

ORDER ARMS,
Fix BavoneTs,
SHOULDER ARMs,
PRESENT ARMS,

| SHOULDER ARMs,

CHARGE BAYONETS,

SHOULDER ARMS,

REAR RANKS, TAKE
CLOSE ORDER, (3)
MARCH.

MAKE READY,

PRrESENT,

FirE.

WITH CATRIDGE,
PRIME AND LOAD.

()

The

(2) The major is now in front of the regiment, and
gives the word of cammand-—the colonel having taken poft

i the rear.

(3) The officers having taken their pofts in front as at

clofe order.

(4) The front rank in this cafe fires ftanding, if it was
ordered to fire kneeling it would be commanded, and

this is given by the colonel who r
battalion having thouldered.

eplaces ghe major, the

87
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PART

II.

Commanding Oflicer.

.

Caution.
The line swill
advance,
Firetworounds
by companiesfrom

flunks to center.
Drun.

The lae will
retire,

Fire tworounds
by companiesfrom
center to ilanks.

Drun.

The line will
advance,

Prepare for file
firing.
¢

The line will
advance,

Fire a volly to
the front.

The line will re-
tire.

The line will
advance,

| Words of Command.

MARCGH.
AL,

. Ricur apouT.Facs,
Marcrn.

HaLt,

Front.

Marcrr
.

COMMEINCE INDEI-
PENDENT FIRING.

Marctt.
HarT.

MAXE RraDY,
PrEseNT,
Fixe,

PriME aND LoOAD.
RiGHT ABOUT 1ACE.
MarcH.

HavrT,

FronT.

MAaRrcH.
HarLt, -

Words ot Com-
mand by Ofli-
cers of Com-
panies.

e Ny U u{',‘,
LPser '
Lize.

Tty reartss
Pens,
Fire.

Fire



REVIEW OF A BATTALION.

‘Commanding Officer.

Words of Com-
mand by Offi-
cers of Com-

Caution. | Words of Command. panies,
Fire 2 ,olly to | Make reapy,
the front, and af- PRESENT,
ter port arms, FIRE.

The line will
advance,

General Salute.

HaLF cock, aRns,

SHUT PaNs,

SHOULDER ARMS.

REAR RANKs, TAKE
OPEN ORDER,
MARCH.

MarcH, HarT.

PRESENT ARMS,

SHOULDER ARMS.

REAR RaNKS, TAKE
CLOSE ORDER,
MARCH.

-Moves out threc
paces in front.

N. B. After the General Salute, arms are afterwards
fhouldered, rear ranks clofed, and the battalion marched
back 10 quarters.

39



The jfollowing orders are to be firiclly attens
ded too :

The officers of Militia muft be taught to march in
flow and quick time, the Wheelings, the Manual and
Platoon exercifes, the Sword Salute, and how to give
the different words of Command in a full firong voice.
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