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In submitting to your consideration my Semi-Annual Report for 
the half-year ending Jùne 30th, 1865,1 feel it my duty to record with 

liC* humble thankfulness a continuance of that goodness and mercy 
which a gracious and merciful Providence has vouchsafed to us during 
the past half-year. The health of the inmates can bear favorable 

. comparison with any other institution of a similar character in the 
United States, or in Great Britain, and the practical sympathy exhi­
bited, in so marked a manner, by the citizens of Hamilton, in re- I lieving the pecuniary wants of the establishment and in ministering 
to the happiness of its deeply afflicted inmates, calls forth from me de­
vout recognition of the goodnes and inscrutible will of the jGreat 

I Architect of the Universe, that the Institution is located in the midst 
of a people whose peculiar characteristic is the relief of suffering 
humanity in its various forms and phases. Words of mine are 
inadequate to express the feelings of my heart for the many acts of 
kindness manifested towards me and my charge, since our arrival 

I here ; suffice it to say that I shall ever cherish a grateful remem­
brance of them. The average number of pupils on the Roll during 

| the past half-year, is 67, six of whom have left; leaving at present 
51 in attendance. Fouljr were Removed early in January because the
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rate-payers of the townships in which they resided felt aggrieved in 
being taxed for their support, and.one blind boy no longer supported 
by Peterboro’ County Council, made his way to the States with the 
view ofobtaining admission into one of the Institutions there, so that 
he might learn some handicraft trade by which he might‘earn an 
independent livelihood.

Bearing upon this important matter, there is one circumstance 
which it is necessary to mention, namely,’ that in < cases when 
County Councils vote one-half the sum required for the board and 
education of their beneficiaries and the Township the other half, 
much difficulty occurs bn the part of Township Councillors, and great 
dissatisfaction on the part of parents, whose sensibilities are deeply 
wounded by their taxed neighbors, simply because they have to pay 
for “dummies? I am surprised that such characters would humiliate 
themselves by sending their speakigg children to a free school, for 
the support , of which the parents of deaf-mutes are taxed. The 
deaf and dumb have as miich right to be educated by the County as 
those in possession of allftheir faculties^-indeed, the claims of deaf- 
mutes and blind persons are much stronger, and call loudly-for equal 
rights and privileges, which it is hoped will soon be given them.I s

’ In cases where the amount is levied ‘ upon the whole County, 
as in York and Peel, Wellington and Halton, no difficulty presents 

v itself. I may here state, that from the opening df the Institution to 
the present time, these County Councils have extended to us a friendly 
and generous hand. It is, howewer/to bo regretted that they cannot 
entertain the claims matle upon Vthem by the parents of this unfor­
tunate class till a law be enacted to authorise them to carry into prac­
tical effect their benevolent intientioM^eamely, supporting every 
indigent deaf-mute and blind in their respective Counties.

The trying circumstances in which we have been placed in our 
efforts to provide funds for the supportof the Institutioh, and the means 
to pay Teachers’ salaries, added to the fact, that the course hitherto 
pursued in that way impedes, in a great measure, the progress of 
deaf mute education in this country, and blights the anticipated pros­
pects of the blind in their sanguine expectations to learn some handi­
craft trade by which they may. become usefirl and self-sustaining 
members ofSociety, rendered it my plain duty to remove the incubus 
which presses so heavily upon the future welfare of these classes byh 
throwing it over on the shoulders of the Government to whom I 
stated in writing the grounds upon which I decline the great respon­
sibilities attached to the support of the Institution.

They are these :
Firstly. Because some of the County Councils from which I have 

received countenance and support will not continue their benefioearies

ap:was goo 
sale prices
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-longer than three years while six years is the usual time allowed in 
all institutions in which the deaf and dumb can possibly be educated 
so as to make them useful and self-sustaining members of society.

Secondly, Because my whole time would be_occupied in collecting 
subscriptions throughout the country, to meet the growing wants 
of the Institution.

Thirdly. Because L could not under existing circumstances meet 
the wants of my family. Personally, I am, I deeply regret to say, in 
debt, and
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Lastly. Because all County Councils who witnessed, an exami­
nation of my pupils have expressed an ardent and sincere desire to 
maintain and educate dll thejr indigent mutes, if‘a law were in 
operation to authorize th

The County of Wellington, ever foremost on my list,with York and 
Peel, and, last not least, Halton, are noble exceptions. Brave Well­
ington has at the last Session of Council placed three more indigent 
mutes in addition to the three already on my list ; and Halton will 
support every indigent mute and blind in that County who applies 
for relief. York and Peel would have, I am sure, done likewise, had 
the chairman 'of the committee on education recommended further 
expenditure on behalf of deaf mute education. Many thanks to our 
good friends Messrs Leslie, Howland and Miller, Wardens of these 
noble Counties.

The County Councils of Wentworth and Halton gave last yea 
a grant of $100 each for which I maintain and educate two pupils from i 
each County ; one of whom" from Halton pays $50. • The Town­
ship of Nissduri East, in County of Middlesex, voted $25 for the sup­
port of an indigent mute, and the County of Lincoln sent a 
donation of $40 in aid of the Institution. With the profits 
derived from thé Boarding Department, I have lately been enabled 
to place on the strength of the establishment no less than 20 indigent " 
mutes for whom no provision could possibly be made by public bodies. 
What a pleasing reflection to rescue from misery, mental and moral 
degradation, 20 human beings by that great and powerful agent 
in human affairs—economy in the Institution, and executive ability in 
the market.

A saving of 25 per cent can be easily effected by purchasing the 
necessaries of life at the bight ran—say 1st of November and mid. 
die of April. I laid in my year’s fuel last February, when sleighing 
was good, at $3 25 cts. a cord. I purchase groceries, &o., at whole­
sale prices, paying cash down.

The County Councils of Hastings, Haldimand, Ontario and 
Perth, have lately made appropriations for indigent mutes in these 
Counties. We expect on the assembling of the pupils on the 25th 
of August, a large increase to our present number.
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REMOVAL TO HAMILTON.

' Having in July, 1864, been requested by Dr. Ryall, Superintendent 
of the Institution, to make the necessary preparations for the removal 
of my School from Toronto to this City, on the 1st of September 
following or thereabouts, I notified the parents of pupils then at their 
respective homes to that effect. When the time arrived for 
their return after vacation (25th August) a difficulty presented 
itself in obtaining a suitable building for the Institution here, which, 
coupled with my having given up the two houses occupied by me in 
Toronto, placed me in an embarrassed position ; the more so, as the 
Government had not at .the time referred to taken a lease of a house 
in this City. I, under these circumstances, was reluctantly obliged to 
remove here on my own personal responsibility, a step which I did 
not for a moment regret, having, in an indirect way, been supported by 
the Hon. Isaac Buchanan and Dr. Ryall.

The project of Confederation, (ken under consideration of the 6 
Government, and their absence in the Lower Provinces, left the sub­
ject in statu quo, but now that the school is in a very efficient condi­
tion, both as regards its high moral.tone and literary status, with 
suitable accommodation, provided foT 120 pupils, of school age, I 
do not entertain the least doubt imaginable, that the Government will 
not make ample provision to meet the requirements of so helpless a 
class of the community.
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THE TEACHERS.

For the instruction of the 66 deaf-mute girls in the Deaf 
and Dumb Institution, Montreal, there are six lady teachers, 
and for the 53 deaf-mute boys under the charge of the Abbé 
Belanger, there are five assistant teachers; while I have only 
three assistants for the 47 deaf-mutes, and one for the six blind, with 
which staff we can admit 20 additional pupils in September, without 
any increased expenditure in the shape of teachers’ salaries, &c. I 
may truly ascribe this good working to the efficiency and zeal 
with which the teachers have discharged the laborious duties 
devolving upon them.
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The gentlemanly and courteous conduct o^ Messrs. Terrill and 
Watson, in the discharge of their onerous duties in the supervision 
of the pupils, before and after School hours, combined with the tact 
displayed by them in conveying ideas to the mind of their deaf- 

/ mute pupils, bear evidence of their fitness for the responsible position; 
( which they occupy. The Salaries allowed them for the first year 

while under training, is only $300, with the usual school fees, amount­
ing to $65, during the past half-year. It is with mingled feelings

X
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of pleasure and regret that 1 have to announce the retirement of my 
two daughters from the active duties of instruction in the Institution ; 
they have rendered valuable service in their efforts to ameliorate the 
condition of afflicted humanity. The sum total, which they received 
amounts to $735, for their conjoint services of 9 years, Mrs. Terrill 
having been 6£ years, and Mrs. Watson, 2J years,'teaching ; the 
latter had three years practical, knowledge in the instruction of 
deaf-mutes, before her engagement in the Institution. Mrs. Mc£tann 
has for the last year given her services free, while engaged to the _ 
instruction of a class which can only be reached through the medium 
of the sign language.
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I regard the industrial training of the inmates of equal impor­
tance with their mental developement. A squad of the boys, under 
the direction of one of their own class, scrub, with long-hatidled 
brushes, the 54 rooms of the house twice » weék. The cutting of 
wood, cleaning of knives, working in the field, attending cow and 
poultry, painting, carpentry and other handicraft work are cheerfully 
performed by the boys.
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Â kitchen and three store-rooms have lately been renovated 
, and repaired, thus increasing our accommodation considerably, six 

.rooms papered and several useful pieces of furniture made and 
painted, such as book-cases, benches, dining-tables, clothes-presses, 
&o., &o. An outlay of about $40 will give us three large and com- 
modious school-rooms, leaving us first-class accommodation for dor­
mitories in the second story.
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Assisted by a Cook and Laundress, do the remaining part of the 
housework. Tfie only cause of complaint arises from the difficulty 
of establishing perfect order during the short time the pupils are 
engaged in their work, which is occasioned by their passing and re- 
passing through the halls while engaged in the performance of their ( \
respective duties. The testimony of parents who appreciate the 
industrial spirit exhibited by their children on their return home for 
vacation is of a very gratifying character indeed.
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’S?.1 Had we the services ofan efficient matron, whose duties would be 
entirely confined to the house-work, order could be more thoroughly 
established, and the benefits arising therefrom productive of beneficial 

, results to the inmates in after life. The services of a superintendent 
land a matron cannot any longer be dispensed with.

%
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A field containing about half an acre of land, well fenced, has, for 
a time, been given to the Institution as a play ground for the Pupils, 
by the ex-Mayor, Mr. McElroy, to whom we are much indebted for 
this act of considerate kindness. Gymnastic exceroises are practiced 
in this field two hours every evening. We have for a nominal rent, 
another field of two acres, one acre of which is planted with potatoes, 
which promises an abundant yield ; and on the remaining acre are 
fruit trees, &c. Our vegetable garden will give us a fair supply ; 
and when it is borne in mind that vegetables bring, in August and 
September, high prices, the advantages of having our own stock is 
quite apparent.

THS BLIND.

With the view ol giving the blind some handicraft trade by 
which they could earn a livelihood and become self-supporting for the 
remainder of their life—a life of hopeless grief if left to drag out a 
miserable existence in a poor-house.—I have appealed to the Citizens 
of Hamilton for mçans to purchase materials to carry my views into 
practical effect and succeeded in raising 1100. $75 of which has been 
paid. By communications received from my friend Dr.Howe, of Boston, 
the great Philanthropist, and from the Superintendent of the New 
York Institution for the blind, it appears that one year will be sufficient 
to give the blind a trade in mat-making, bottoming cane chairs, 
broom-making, and upholstery. It is not creditable tous as a people 
who make our Educational Institutions a subject of loud boasting, 
that we have no School for the Blind in British America.
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An experience of ten years in an institution for deaf-mutes,whose 
education I have made a special study, justifies me in the statement 
that there is no subject upon which more deplorable ignorance pre­
vails, even among the more intelligent classes of the community 
than theffnoral condition of the Deaf and Dumb. The deplorable 
state of this afflicted class receives far less general sympathy, 
and challenges far less attraction than a more intimate knowledge 
of their case would be certain to produce. Deprived from 
the intimacy of the power of holding intercourse with those by whom 
he is surrounded, shut in in a gloomy unintelligent world of their 
own ; he is debarred from all those endearing associations which 
make life in youth happy, and whose memories ding to us in the 
older and sterner days of our existence. Parents and children alike 
suffer and are alike objects of humane oommisseration. The engag­
ing prattle of the little one, which charms and delights the mother’s 
heart, is denied to her who has given to the world a deaf-mute. And 
the sweet mother’s lullaby, which boo thés to rest the innocent little

I
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one, the poor deaf mute has nevér heard nor can ever enjoy. Grow­
ing up a stranger to the influence of sound and social intercourse to 
which from its infirmity, it is quite a stranger, and discouraged as the 
deaf-mute is in his many fruitless attempts to lhake himself under­
stood it cannot be wondered at that his temper is sour, and 
passionate. In oases of illness with what intense anxiety does a 
mother endeavor to minister to his wants and relieve his sufferings.
I can feel for a mother’s woe under these trying circumstances.

“ Man, may the aterner virtues know,
Determined juatiee, truth severe—

But femsle hearts with pity glow,
For, woman hold afflietione dear,

For guiltiett wom her sorrow flows,
And suffering vice brings forth a tear,

Tie hers to eoolhe the ilia below,
And bid life’s fairer viewsappear."

The mothers of 860 deaf-mutes, cry aloud to the executive 
Government to give their deaf and dumb, the means by which 
they may have the power of expressing their thoughts and feelings 

, and thus enable them to share in the intellectual
common to all, and know the length and breadth and "depth 
of Christ’s love which passeth knowledge. The mothers of 600 bfind 
supplicate the executive Government for means to enable their un­
fortunates to bear the heavy burden consequent upon loss of sight 
“We would solicit the Government together up these fragmente of 
humanity till nothing remains until there shall not be even one deaf- 
mute, or one blind of school age left without education in the 
Province."

I desire, to impress upon the Government the importance of 
relieving me from the onerous duties which devolve upon 
Left to the management and care of the literary department alone,
1 could impart even greater efficiency to the Institution, and be 
saved from the many embarrassments which now surround me ; and 
in the intereste of the afflicted class, in whose behalf I labor, I feel that 
this chapge is one of great importance.

The retirement of my two daughters as teachers, <5zc., involves 
in embarrassment, and calls loudly for efficient help to fill their 
place on the assembling of the pupils after vacation.

I feel it my duty to thank Mr. J. B. Smith, Teacher, for the ener­
gy and tact displayed by him in realizing the handsome sum of 
$109.02 by the Re-Union held on the 19th instant. The thanks of , 
the pupils of the Institution are hereby tendered to Mr. Peterson,
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the* pupil» to school.

i

submitted,Respectfully
j. B. McGANN,

Principal.

!
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PPENDIX.

I have seized every occasion to bring under public attention the 
great evils which result from consanguineous intermarriages, fre­
quently at the risk of giving offence; but I am rejoiced to know 
that my warnings have been the means of preventing these mar­
riages, and have received the thanks of persons who have_ been 
saved from untold evils which might have resulted from 
lions which they contemplated forming. I give one case out of 
seven, numbering 10 mutes, at present in my school, to show the 
deep affliction resulting from intermarriage of cousins—it is that of 
a family having five deaf-mute children, the parents of whom are first 
and second cousins, and their two maternal aunts and a paternal 
uncle deaf and dumb, these also the children of cousins. This good 
and respectable family "were in complete ignorance of the evils pro­
duced by such a union. The introduction of Physiology into 
Common Schools, will in the hands of a good teacher, throw light 
upon this very important subject.

The following from the Report of the able and benevolent Princi­
pal Mr, J. S. Hutton, of the Halifax Institution for the Deaf and 
Dumb, is of immense importance to the public :

CONSANGUINEOUS INTERMARRIAGES AS A CAUSE 
OF DEAF-DUMBNESS.

In my paper on the, statistics of the Deaf and Dumb in the Lower 
Provinces of B. N. America, published as an appendix to last Annual 
Report, special reference was made to the melancholy fact that deaf­
dumbness appears to be more prevalent in the Colonies, and especially 
in Nova Scotia, than in Great Britain or the United States ; and the 
opinion then expressed as to the chief cause of this disparity has been 
confirmed by subsequent investigation. Tfcp following foots, elicited 
by special inquiries, and recorded in the register of the Institution, 
serve to show that this calamity is, toa striking extent, the immediate 
result either of hereditary predisposition, or of the intermarriage of 
blood relations.
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Out of one hundred and three deaf-mutes, bdonging to siaety-two 
families, bonneoted with the Halifax school, since its cbmmencement, 
thirty-eight are known to be the offspring of parents related in various 
degress of consanguinity,—38 others belong to families not sq related, 
while in three eases out of these, deaf-mutes exist in colateral branches 
of the family in 2 other cases the offspring are cousins, and there
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I had been deaf and dumb in the family three generation back ; in one, 
there was partial deafness in ot her members of the family ; and in one 
case the child was Illegitimate.

I In 23 other cases where no definite information has been obtained, 
further enquiry would probably discover several 
of first and second cousins, which, with the the 38 cases above, woul 
give an average of betwen 40 and 50 percent, as, th 

| cousins ! An impressive and melancholly example of the pernicious 
consequences flowing from such unions, and the solemn warning both 

I ^ to individuals and communities of the inexorable and inevitable retri 
button with which nature visits the violation of those physical laws on 
which the welfare of society so largely depends.

Out of 103 cases above mentioned it also appears that there are '*
cases of 4 deaf mutes in the family..................  28

1 10 “ 2 « «

40 “ 1

■ 62 families containining a total of.... .....
Being an average of about two to each family !

In 5 out of 22 families, each containing more than 1 deaf child, the 
I parents were related as second cousins ; in 7 other families, as first 
1 cousins.

Similar statistics m other countries exhibit similar results, establish­
ing beyond doubt the intimate connection between consanguineous 

I ^ intermarriages, and a large proportion of the privation and suffering 
* which philanthropy is called on to relieve ; pointing out at the same 

i time, the necessity for a Legislative prohibition of such unions, so as 
to cut off one of the most prolific sources-of idiocy, insanity, blindness 
deafdumbness, and other forms of physical and mental affliction en­
tailed upon an innocent and hapless posterity.

Already, in some of the neighboring States, has this policy been 
discussed and adopted ; and I trust that ère long our Colonial Legis­
latures will also deal with the question as its interest and importance 
demand. Meanwhile in the hope of directing attention to the mat 
ter,.1 would present some additional statistical considerations, for com­
parison with the state of things in Nova Scotia, and in confirmation 
and illustration, of the views now expressed.

The Irish Census Commissioners, for 1861, report as follow
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103 Deaf-mutes.

“ Among the predisposing causes of hereditary disease, the too 
close consanguinity of parents' has long been looted upon as para­
mount ; and consequently an enquiry was made as to its probable
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“ Thirty seven cases of congenital,and one of acquired deafness oo- S schools foi 
curred where two of the family were effected, including four out of $ entered int 
the fifteen cases already specified; of the remainder, 17 instances Suers, and i 
occurred in which three of the same family, and 3 where four in * offspring, 
the one family were deaf and dumb. In one of the instances si» in Shearing till 
the family were deaf and dtimb, and in the cases of both, seven and lj8 idiotic.” 
eight deaf and dumb in families, the parents were also nearly related.

In France the births of deaf and dumb children, in marriages within 
the limits of consanguinity, are in the proportion of 25 to 30 per cent. ; 
in Kentucky, U. S., 20 per cent., Bnd in Illinois 12 per cent.

“In England 6 per'cent.' of such children born are deaf-mutes, 
which when compared with other countries, shews that the English are 
careful on this point, and when they marry cousins, they are more 
distant.” It would be well if the Colonies displayed the same rational g VI. of App 
regard to the interests of propriety and humanity.

effect in producing deaf-dumbness. Returns of this kind must be ex­
pected to be deficient; still 170 instances were recorded, in whichthe 
parents were related in the degrees of second or third cousins; The 
result of these intermarriages was 109 cases of one in a family deaf 
and dumb, of which 94 were coTigenitial and 5 acquired, 3 were dumb 
only, and 7 dumb and idiotic.
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« in one family 4 out of 7 brothers married their first cousins, the gfce parent! 

melancholy result of which is witnessed in 9 cases of deafness 2 of giad 1 deaf 
blindness, and one of idiocy in their offspring. Two other brothers g Stati)tici 
of this family did not intermarry cousins, and the pleasing result ■ h(jre the 
may be witnessed in a vigorous and healthy offspring of two sons gjumb ^ 
and three daughters, but unfortunately, however, these sons married 
first cousins. In the first case, after the birth of one child, a mutual KjVj, tj,6 j 
separation was the lamentable result. Moqo wfaere

• British Qwrlerly Uni•», quoted by Mr. MoGunn.

“ Popular opinion and scientific induction, equally lead to the im­
pression that although one marriage between near relations may be 
unattended with evil consequences, immediately perceptive, yet it is 
very rare that the second or third is so innocent There usually 
arises from the children resulting in such unions, a tendanoy to 
disorders, functional or organic, of the nervous system, and of the 
nutritive organs, tending in the former case to unsoundness of mmd, 
and in the latter, to conditions bordering on scrofula or an allied affec- 
tion.” *

The following case related by Mr. J. B. MoGann, oLthe Deaf and 
Dumb Institution in Toronto, C. W., is worthy of particular atten-
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“ In the second case, the husband died at an early age, leaving a 
young widow to tell the sad tale, that “ she and her husband called 
one and the same woman grandmother!" The saddest part of the 
case of this unfortunate family is of too delicate a nature for publica­
tion. One of the four brothers to whom reference has been made, as 
having married a first cousin, had two deaf-mute daughters and a son, 
all of whom grew up in ignorance, in consequence of there being no 
schools for the deaf and dumb in Canada West, and in due course 
entered into the bonds of matrimony with hearing an speaking part­
ners, and we have heard of only one case of deafness among their 
offspring, consisting of fourteen children. This case did not lose 
hearing till after her marriage. She has two children, one of whom 
is idiotic."

Mr. Mc6ann further states that “ the heads Of these families have 
with much earnestness qf manner, entreated him to raise a warning 
voice against such unnatural unions.”

Of 26 pupils in Mr. McCann’s school at Toronto (1863) there were 
7 who were the offspring of cousins.
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In conclusion I would invite attention to the following statistics, 
for which lam indebted to the article “Deaf and Dumb” in vol. 
VI. of Appleton’s “ New American Cyclopaedia,” : v

Statistics of American Asylum at Hartford.—Of 542 cases 95 
d to the im- had either parents, grandparents, uncles, aunts, or cousins, deaf and
ions may be dumb ; 27 more remote relatives deaf and dumb. Of 911 families,
ive, yet it is 728 had each only 1 deaf and dumb child ; 109 had 2 ; 41 had S;
here usually 18 had 4 ; 11 had 6 ; 2 had 6 ; and 2 had 7.
i tendency to 
i, and of the 
less of mind, 
n allied affeo-

Statisticsof National Institution, Paris.—Of 102 families, 81 
lad only 1 deaf and dumb child ; 9 had 2: 7 had 3: 3 had 4 : 1 had 
i ; 1 had 7.

Statistics of Yorkshire Institution, at Doncaster, England.—Of 
110 families 74 had but 1 deaf and dumb child ; 17 had 2: 7 had 3: 
i had 4 ; 1 had 6.

Statistics of Report of Secretary of State, Ohio.—Of 407 families, 
127 had but 1 deaf and dumb'child ; 49 families had 2 each; 17 had 
1 ; 8 had 4 ; 2 had 5 ; 1 had 7 ; 1 had 9. Of these 407 families 
he parents of 47 were known to have been cousins. Of these 47,80 
lad 1 deaf and dumb child ; 10 had 2 ; 4 had 8 ; 2 had 4 ; 1 had 5.

Statistics of Ireland, prepared by Dr. 
where the parents were known to be first cousins, 109 had 1 deaf and 
lumb child ; 17 had 3 ; 8 had 4 ; 1 had 7 ; and one 1 had 8. In 471 
oases deafness was found to be hereditary, of which 249 were oases in 
which the father, or some relative of his, were deaf and dumb ; and 
222 where the mother or some relative of here was deaf and dumb.

the Deaf and 
ticular atten-

it cousins, the 
deafness 2 of 
ther brothers 
ieaeing result 
of two sons 
sons married 
lild, a mutual

Wylde.—Of 170 families

v '



APPENDIX.

ILLINOIS INSTITUTION.

In twenty years there had been admitted into the Institution, 
512 pupils, from 447 families—of *hom 173 were deaf from birth : 
—2 families had 4 deaf mutes .; 13 had 3 ; 34 had 2 ; in 2 eases 
the father was deaf and dumb ; in 2 others, both parents were mutes ; 
28 had 1 brother deaf and dumb ; and 19 had 1 sister deaf and dumb ; 
13 others had each 1 brother and sister deaf and dumb, while 
4 had 2 sisters and 1 brother, and 3 had 2 brothers and L sister 
deaf and dumb ; 2 had 3 deaf-mute sisters ; 23 had relatives, other 
than parents and brothers and sisters, deaf and dumb.

The benevolent principles upon which social science is founded, 
assume that public beneficence should be exercised with an unsparing 
hand to throw a flood of light upon the causes which operate to produce 
these fearful calamities, and thereby enable us to discover tne means 
by which they may be mitigated, and if possible removed. The 
great aim and end of secular education, is to advance our knowledge 
of nature in her numerous forms and by an adjustment of her own 
laws remove the obstacles which impede the progress of civilization, 
compel her to minister to our wants and subserve the general pur­
poses of life. x

There has, for the last few years past, been a very strong feeling 
in the community with regard to the marriage of relatives, as the 
result of investigations upon this subject show, in a most striking 
manner, the sad consequences of such connections. It is estimated 
that from 25 to 30 per cent, of deaf-mutes are the children of first 
cousins—a fearful warning this to those who entertain a notion of 
forming an union of this kind.

By a close observance of the laws which govern and regulate life 
and health—a proper universal care of mothers and children, and 
by a law prohibiting the marriage ofoousins, the number of deaf-mute# 
might be greatly diminished—probably one-half, possibly three- 
fourths. It is a point which is certainly worthy bf the most careful 
attention, and the evil should be met by a Stringent law if it cannot 
be prevented by milder measures.

PrtHkd dt the Spectator Steam frees, Prince'* Square, JStoWffe*.
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