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', TORON10.

MINUTES OF SYNOD.

SESSION 1.

At Toronto, and within Knoz’s Church there, the Jifth
day of June, one thousand eight hundred “and
Jifty years, the which day the Synod of the Pres-
byterian Church of Canada met, according to
appointment ; and, after a Sermon by Dr, Willis,
Moderator, froni Matthew, xxviii. 18, 19, 20.
was constituted for business.

Presbytery Rolls were given in, and the Synod Roll was

made up and read, and the Members present answered to
their names.

[The names of those who were present at this or any of

the subsequent Ses-
sions are marked with an asterisk.]

PRESBYTERY OF LONDON.

MINISTERS.

ELDERS. CONGREGATIONS.
*William Macalister ............ O TYTe T T ITT TORE) (AL Lh Port Sarnia.
' *Donald Mackenzie ...... William McKenzie. ... .. Zorra.
g o RO SR ARSI R i 1 TS North Easthope.
WENOH GRS ... ... v T T o Tuckersmith.
*Robert Peden St A Aerstburgh.
William R. Sutherland... James Allen ............. Ekfrid and Mosa.
*Angus McColl ............ *Donald McLellan,...... Chatham and Tilbury.
M et TN PR g et Ingersoll.
Lachlan McPherson... ... James Bremner. ......... Williams and Lobo.
*William 8. Ball .......... *William Burgess......... Woodstock.
et 10 I A i o Fingal and St. Thomas.
*William Clark............ London.
Aldborough.
Howard.
St. Andrews.
Stratford.
Kincardine.
Ashfield.
Warwick.
Caradoc.
Adelaide.

Axcus McCory, Presbytery Cierk.
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Minores oF The Synxop AT Toronto, 1850.

PRESBYTERY OF HAMILTON.

i MINISTERS. ELDERS. CONGREGATIONS.
| Daniel Eastman . ...cooeiueeienierroniins v Grimsby.
| Andrew Ferrier, D.D. ... John Stark .....ccccooee . Culedonia.
*Ralph Robb ............ ..*James Osborne .....ooeees Hamilton.
*George Cheyne, .......... *George YOUng ...ooveee .Salifleet, Yc.
*Robert Lindsay........... . Murdoch MeRae ........ Ayr.
*Mark Y. Stark, .......... William Miller ........... Dundas, §c.
*John Bayne.......ccccoennes *George Davidson ........Galt.
#George Smellie............ *#A. D. Ferrier ....ccc..... .Fergus.
William Meldrum......coveeeraseensssmmssessanisannanees Puslinch.
*Alexander McLean ...... *Hugh Thomson........... . Wellington Square.
John MeKinnon «....ceeessesrssrivasssistsnpanssiees Sydenham.
#John G, MaCGIEZOT uvernreerennirnsnisssssmsssnsenieess Guelph.
*George Blain............... Niagara, §c.
Woolwich.
Dunnville and Wellandport
Flamboro® West.
Walpole.
Thoreld, Yc.
Port Dover, §c.
::::s; g:;g‘rm” E Without pastoral charge.

M. Y. Stark, Presbytery Clerk

PRESBYTERY OF TORONTO.

CONGREGATIONS.

# ! MINISTERS. ELDERS.
i {u *Robert Burns, D.D. ...... *Donald Elder ............ Toranio, Knox's Church.
")t‘ 1 *Duncan McMillan ....... *John McMillan.......... Caledon and Erin.
1} #Thomas LOWIY....oeiierueinrniuniniiiassuivaneeses Barrie and Innisfil.
' 1 *Thomas Wightman ...... #Alexander Gibb ........ York Mills and Scarboro’
# 4 9 * Andrew T. Holmes...... #*Samuel Wallace......... Chinguacousy & E. Toronto
# *Peter Gray.....occveveienes *James Frazer.....cveoeee Norval and Esquesing.
\ #James Boyd.....cocoennnins *George Brodie............ Markham.
*James Nisbet .....oviivine *Matthew Barclay ....... Oakville & Trafalgar Mills

..Streetsville.
Acton and Nassagaweya.
Vaughan and King.

West Gwillimbury.
Thorah and Eldon.

*#*William Heron ....c.coone Brock, Reach, Yc.

Mono and Essa.

Euphrasia and St. Vincenty

Humber and Weston:

*Jsaac Weylie v...vuviee.

A s . s -
et

i s

MINISTERS WITHOUT PASTORAL CHARGB.

#Michael Willis, D.D:, Professor of Theology, Knox's College.

#Henry Esson, Professor of Moral Philosophy, “
William Lyail, Acting Prof. Mental Training

»James Harris.
«William Rintoul, Clerk of Synod.
»Alexander Gale, Principal of Toronto Academy.

Buomas Wieurvax, Presdytery Clork

“ “
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Tohn Corbett

M

MINISTE

James Douglas
*Donald MecLec
*John M. Roge
*].W. Smith, .,

MINISTER
*James Rogers,
*Henry Gordon,
*William Reid .
*Robert Reid ...
*William Gregg
*Robert F. Burns
*Andiew Hudsor

MINISTEXS
William Smanrt
Robert Boyd .....
Tames Geggie ...

*John McMurray

*William John M:

MINISTERS.
William Loehead..
*Simon C. Fraser.
*Thomas Wardrop

.-hmt‘ﬁ B Duncnn

James Finlay........
*Andrew Melville..
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MINISTERS.

ELDERS. CONGREGATIONS.
James Douglass...... ... O Oreer. 00y in., . South Cavan.
*Donald McLeod .......... *C. H. Morgan............ Cobourg.
*John M. Roger............ SJames Hall ... eciciivee Peterboro’.
OIW. Smithi..; antiied *W. Litster.......... -woe.Grafton and Colborne.
*R. Harstone............... Baltimore and Cold Springs.
®James Pifec..iivauilin, Otanabee.
Darlington.

MINISTERS.
*James Rogers,.............
*Henry Gordon.,............
*William Reid .............

*Robert Reid

*William Gregg ............
*Robert F. Burns .

*Andiew Hudson

MINISTEXS.

Mivures o e Synop ar ToroxToe, 1850.

PRESBYTERY OF COBOURG.

Joun W. Smirn, Presbytery Clerk.
PRESBYTERY OF KINGSTON.

ELDERS. CONGREGATIONS.
Andrew Patterson ...... Demorestville.
Hon. J. McDonald...... Gananogue.
Francis Anderson....... Picton.
........................................... Kimgston, Brock Street.
Joseph Keith, ............ Belleville.
James Stewart............ Kingston, Chalmers’ Churel
.......................................... Huntingdon & Tyendenaga.
Madoc.
Ballinahinch.
Shibley's Corner.
Storrington.

WiLLian Grees, Presbytery Clerk.
PRESBYTERY OF BROCKVILLE,.

ELDERS. CONGREGATIONS.
William Smart
Robert Boyd ............... John Emberson., ......... Prescott.
lames Geggie ............. Jobn Millar............... Spencerville.

*John McMurray.

w+esveees R, Edmondson, M. D... Brockville.

*William John Maedowell Alexander Inglis......... South Gower.

MINISTERS.
William Loehead..
*Simon C. Fraser..

Tohn Corbett

Bellamyuville.
Burritt's Rapids,
Merrickville,
Yonge.

North Gower.

. "Iaxes Groerx, Presbytery Clerk.

PRESBYTERY OF'PERTH.

ELDERs' '. ¥

CONGREGATIONS.
....... Thomas Duncan.........()agoodc and Gloucester.
........ James Cannichuel.......MuNab.
*Thomas Wardrope...... Alexander Kennedy.... Bytown.
................ James Pritchard......... Wakefield.
........ *Thomas Nicol............Perth.
William Cuthbertso.... Dalhousie.
James Yule............... Ramsay.
Niel Stewatt.............Beckwith.
Robert Kennedy......... Goulbourne.
Alexander Moffatt.., .. «Pembroke.
William King............ Bristol.

Ordained Missionaries. , ...

4 TroMas Warbrorr, Presbytery Clerk.
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Mixures oF T Synop At Tomonto, 1850.

PRESBYTERY OF MONTREAL.

MINISTERS. ELDERE. CONGREGATIONS.
Divid BIAK. ..o o0 015 svtres John Hettrick............St. Therese.
Thomas Henry....ooeviievanierroninsniiniinin. Lachute.
IR0 GBI 1103 b essosenaiossssysnsssnhons sospresssssssenih Indian Lands.
St. Gabriel Street, Montreal
John Redpath............ Cote Street, Montreal.

St. John's, Quebec.

Leeds and Inverness.

Melbourne.

North Georgetown.

English River.

Portneuf.

Cornwall and Martintown

Vankleek Hill.

Lochiel.

Saint Eustache and Grende
Freniere.

Beachridge.

Henryville.

Tuomas Hexry, Presbytery Clerk.

On motion made and seconded, the Rev. W. Reid, A. M.,
was unanimously elected Moderator for the ensuing year.

The Synod appointed the following Committee on Bills
and Overtures, viz. :—The Moderator and Clerk of Synod,
Mr. Ralph Robb, Mr. M. Y. Stark, Dr.. Burns, Dr. V{’illis.
Mr. John M. Roger, Mr. John W. Smith, Mr. Wm. Gregg,
Mr. Robert F. Burns, Mr. John McMurray, Mr. Andrew
Melville, Mr. Donald McKenzie, Mr. Wm. S, Ball, Ministers;
Mr. George Davidson, Mr. Donald Elder, Mr.C. H. Morgan,
Mr. Wm. Clark, Elders; with instructions to meet to-mor-
row, at Nine o'clock, a. m., and by adjournment as they shall
see fit; and it was ordered, that all overtures, references, and
appeals, should be lodged with the Clerk, for being submitted
to said Committee without delay.

On motion made and seconded, it was agreed that the
thanks of the Synod should be tendered to Dr. Willis, for his
excellent Discourse,

The thanks of the Synod were tendered accordingly.

It was agreed that Presbyteries be authorised to meet in
"Toronto, during the present sessions of Synod, for any com-
petent business.

The Synod appomnted tﬁe following Committee for ar
ing the hours for the sessions of the Synod, to report att

.
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Mixvures or tue SyNon at Toronto, 1850. 7

session to-morrow forenoon, viz, :—Dr. Willis, Mr., Gregg,

Mr. Smellie, Ministers ; Messrs, J. Hall, McMillan, and J.
Stewart, Elders.

The Synod adjourned, to meet to-morrow at Eleven o’clock
a. m., for Devotional Exercises, to be constituted for business
at Twelve o’clock, noon.

Closed with prayer.

SESSION 11I.
Toronro, _
Thursday, 6th June, 1850, 11 o'clock, A.M.
The Synod met accor
devotional exercises,
At Twelve o'clock
prayer, for business.

The Roll was called, and the names of members who had
arrived since last meeting were marked.

The Minutes of the former session were read and sustained.

Mr. J. C. Fairbairn, minister of the Free Church, Allan-

ton, Scotland, and now supplying in the Coté Street Church,

Montreal, being present, was introduced to the Synod, and

admitted to take part in the proceedings.
Mr. Thomas McPherson, an ordained

Presbyterian Church of Ireland, and no

the bounds of the Presbytery of Hamilt
to sit with the Synod.

Dr. Willis, on behalf of the Committee
the Sessions of the Synod, gave in a Rep
and sustained, and the Synmod, i
of the same,

Resolved—That the Synod meet each da
at five, and meet again at seven o’clock in

voted to Committees, private Conferences of Synod, or meetings of Preshyteries,
excepting that, on Saturday the forenoon be given to business, beginning at half-
past nige.  Devotional services one hour each day, or half ap hour at each Ses-
sion ; also Saturday afternoon and Monday forenoon, special devotions connected
with the communion on the Lord's day.

The Synod appointed the followi
the Records of

ding to adjournment, and engaged in

» noon, the Synod was constituted, with

Missionary from the
W labouring within
on, was also invited

on arrangements of
ort, which was read
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- Mimores or mue Synop ar Toronto, 1850.

On the Records of the Presbytery-of - .
Toronto,—Mr. John ‘M: Roger, Mr. George Smellie, minis-

ters, and Mr. C. H. Morgan, elder.

Hamilton,—Mr. Donald McLeod, Mr. Peter Gray, minis.
ters, and Mr. Robert Harstone, elder.

Cobourg,—Mr. Thomas Wightman, Mr. Alexander Mac-
lean, ministers; Mr. Donald McLellan, elder.

Kingston—Mr. John McGregor, Mr. Thomas Lowrie,
ministers ; Mr. John McMillan, clder.

London,—Mr. Mark Y. Stark, Mr. Duncan MecMillan,
ministers; Mr. A. D. Ferrier, elder.

Brockville,—Mr. Donald McKenzie, Mr. James Boyd,
ministers ; Mr. James Fife, elder.
t Montreal,—Mr. Ralph Robb, Mr. James Nisbet, ministers:
Mr James Hall, elder.

Perth—Mzr. R. F. Burns, Mr. John McMurray, ministers:
Mr. William Litster, elder.

The Records of the Commission for the last year were read.

The following Committee was appointed to revise the Re-
«cords of the Synod and Commission, viz. :—Mr. Bayne, Mr.
Gregg, Mr. Smellie,,Mr. Duncan, ministers ; Mr. Isaac Wey-
lie, Mr. Thomas Nicol, elders—to repoft on Monday next.

At half-past One o’clock, P. M., the Synod agreed to ad-
journ until Three o’clock, P. M.

The Synod was closed with the blessing.

— o

SESSION IIL

ToronTo, |

Thursday, 6th June, 1850, Three d'elock, P.M.
The Synod met, and was constituted with prayer and
jpraise.
The Minutes of last Session were read and sustained.

The Cemmittee of Bills and Overtures gave in a Report,
which was sustained.

The Synod took up an Overture from the Presbytery of
4 ofy a gook

Kingston, overturing the Synod to take the subject
of Discipline into their early consideration, and take measures
for the speedy preparation of such a book. i e
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Mr. Gordon was héard on the subject -of the Overtare.
After deliberation, the Synod agreed to refer the Overture to
the following Committee, viz, :—Mr. Smellie. M. Gordon, Dy.
Willis, Dr. Burns, Mr. Lowry, Ministers ; Mr, Davidson, Mr.
Blain, Mr. McLellan, Elders ; with instructions to give the
same their mature consideration, and report on Tuesday next.

The Synod took up an Overture from various members of
Synod, on the support of the Ministry.

The Synod had conference on the subject of the Overture,
and it was agreed that the same should be continued for one
hour, at the session in the evening.

The Synod was closed with prayer.

SESSION 1V,

ToronTo,
Thursday, 6th June, 1850, Seven o’clock, P, }M.

The Synod met, and was constituted with prayer.

The Minutes of the Afternoen Session were read
tained.

The Synod resumed the conference on: the sup
Ministry. After discussion, it was moved by Dr.
seconded by Mr. Roger,—

That, impressed with the urgent necessity of a '
congregations, a Committee be appointed to inquire into the causes of the failure
of the scheme Iatfly. attempted to be worked, and which was o far in opera-

8; and to consider if a scheme,
inlts nature supplementary, might not with advantag

ge be substituted, Alco.
whether a part of the late sustentation plan might not be retained in connection
with a supplementary one.

and sus-

ktort of the
Villis, and

und for the assisting of weaker

It was thereafter moved in amendment, by Mr. Bain, and
seconded by Mr. McGregor.

That the matter be left
rance of last Synod.

After reasoning, a vote was called for, when it was agreed

that the vote should be motion or amendment ; and on the roll
being called, there voted

For tquotion SE st sevevensnnne
qu the amendment n'clc.ootool.'-o.0-00...'0.0- 18

The motion was accordingly declared to be carried, and in
terms of the same, the following Committee was appointed, viz:

in the hands of Preshyteries, according to the delive-
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~of the Church ; Mr. Davidson convener.

10 MinuTres oF THE Synop AT Toronrto, 1850.

Dr. Willis, Dr. Burns, Mr. Gale, Mr. Wightman, Mr. Ro-
ger; Mr. Gordon, Mr. McKenzie, Mr. Rintoul, Mr. Wardrope,
Mr. Gregg, ministers; Mr. Hall, Mr. Morgan, Mr. Elder,
Mr. Barclay, Mr. Nicol, elders.

It was agreed that the next ordinary meeting of Synod be
held in the City of Kingston, on the first Wednesday of June,
1851 years, to be opened with Sermon by the Moderator, at
Eleven o'clock,a.m.; and the Presbytery of Kingston are in-
structed to make such arrangements for the Meeting and the
dispensation of the Lord’s Supper, on the occasion, as they
may see fit.

It was agreed that the Committec on Bills and Overtures
should meet to-morrow, at Nine o'clock. A. M.; that the
Synod be opened with devotional exercises at Eleven o’clock:
and that the Overture on Baptism, transmitted by the Com-
mittee of Bills and Overtures, be made the subject of confer-
ence at half-past Eleven o'clock, A. M. ; also, that the Over-
fure for issuing a recommendation to Congregations to petitiou
the Legislature respecting the Clergy Reserves, deferred by
last Synod for the consideration of this Synod, should be taken
up on the afternoon of to-morrow.

The Svnod was then closed with prayer.

SESSION V.
ToronTO,
Friday, Tth June, 1850, Eleven o'clock, A.M.

The Synod met and engaged in devotional exercises, and
thereafter was constituted for business.

The Minutes of the former session were read.

A Report from the Committee of Bills and Overtures was
read, and the same was sustained.

The Overture from the Presbytery of Hamilton, on Baptism,
having been read, was made the subject of conference.

It was agreed to take up the consideration of the Overture
in the afternoon.

The Synod appointed Mr. Mark Y. Stark, Mr. Wm. Gregg,
Ministers ; and Mr. George Davidson, Mr. A. D. Ferrier, and
Mr. George Blain, Elders; a Committee on Finance, to ex-
amine the public accounts and report on the various funds

M
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The Treasurers of the various Funds were required to hand

in to the Committee their respective books and accounts with-
out delay.

The Synod was closed with the blessing.

Vaaaa
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SESSION VI.
Toronro,
Friday, 1th June, 1850, Two d'clock, P.M.
The Synod met, and was constituted with prayer.

The Synod resumed the consideration of the Overture on
Baptism,—

When, after deliberation, the Synod appointed Dr, Willls.
Mr. Stark, Mr. Bayne, Mr. McKenzie, Ministers ; Mr. Donald
McLellan, Mr. Burgess, Mr. Clark, Elders; a Committee to
draft a Minute on the subject of Baptism, embodying the
views agreed on in the Conference, for the adoption of the
Synod, and such as may be read by Ministers to thejr Con-
gregations.  Mr. Stark convener.

The Committee to report on Tuesday.

The Synod took up.the consideration of a memorial in be-

half of the widow of the late lamented Josoph Harris, minis-

ter of the church at Niagara, from a Committee in that

town, for making provision for the destitute family of Mr,
Harris,

Mr. Blain, Elder, from Niagara, was heard in support of
the memorial, and gave an intcrcsting account of the esteem
md affection with which the memory of Mr. Harris was
cherished in the congregation over which he had affection.
ttely and faithfully laboured, and of the exertions that were

being made for raising a fund for the support of the widow
ud children of the deceased.,

Mr. Robb, who had attended Mr. Harris on his death-bed
sive some interesting accounts of the peace and hope with
which Mr. Harris closed his earthly career, when in attend-
ince on a meeting of Presbytery at Hamilton,

Other members addressed the Court to the same tenor,
when it Was

Resolved—That Dr. Willis and Dr. Burns be appointed to draft a Resolution,
expressive of the solemn felings of the Synod, on the death of Mr. Harris and of
their sympathy with the bereaved family-cnlling on the ministers and wmermbers

)




12 Movores oF Tue Synon At Toronto, 1850.

of the Chureh, to co-operate with the Committee in Niagara, for raising a fund
for the relief ot said family, expressive, at the same time, of the gratification with
which the 8ynod has learned of the liberality of the Congregation at Niagara.

The Synod teok up an Overtare from several members of
the Court, calling for a declaration of the Synod respecting
the status of Ministers from the Free Church of Scotland and
the Presbyterian Church of Ircland, when deputed to this
Church.

The Synod had lengthened reasoning on the subject, when
it was moved by Dr. Burns, and secongcd by Dr. Willis,

That the Synod approve the Overture ; and, in accordance with the recom-
wnendation of the same, deelare that any Minister, or Professor of Theology, of
the Free Church of Scotland, or of the Presbyterian Church in Ireland, who shall
have been regularly deputed by either of said Churches, in compliance with the
oft-repeated appeals of this Church, to visit this country, and to supply vacant
Churches, or engage in Collegiate or Missionary service within the bounds «f
this Church, for a limited peiiod, shall be recognized, for the time being, as a
m*mber of the Presbytery within whose bounds he may be labouring ; and ale
of the Synod, when in attendance on the sessions of the same, and be entitled 1

all the rights and privileges of membership.

[t was then moved in amendment by Mr. Gregg, seconded
by Mr. McMurray,

That Mr. J. C. Fairbairn, already admitted to a seat with this Synod, be
admitted for the time, to all the privileges of membership in the same.

After reasoning,-a vote was called for; and it was agreed
that the question should be motion or amendment; when, on
the Roll being called, there voted for the motion, 42 ; for the
amendment, 10; the Synod aceordingly enact and declare i
terms of the motion.

The name of Mr. Fairbairn was then added to the Roll of
the Presbytery of Montreal, to remain on the same during the
period of his services within that Presbytery.

It was agreed that the Overtures respecting the Rectories
and Clergy Reserves, be taken up in the evening.

The Synod was closed with prayer.

SESSION VI

ToronTO,

Friday, 1th June, Seven o'clock, P.M.

The Synod met, and was constituted with prayer.
The Minutes of the Afternoon Session were read,
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The Synod called for Overtures o the Cle
when'there was read, the Overture deferred b
the consideration of this present Syned ; also,
several members of the Court, calling on the
the: consideration of the Clerg
Rectories, and for the Synod

rgy Reserves,
y last Synod for
an Overture from
Synod to conjoin
y' Reserves with that of the

to petition the Legislature for
the abolitioti of both Reetories and Reserves. The Synod took

up the consideration of the two Overtures conjointly.
Dr. Burns was' heard in behalf of the Overture
mitted a' motion, which was seconded by Mr. Rintoul.

Mr. McMurray, seconded by Mr. Ferrier, moved an amend-
ment, to the following tenor ;—

That, inasmuch as this Synod h
i3 u Church, it has relieved itself fro

8, and sub-

as declared, in the Resolutions of 1848, that,
™ any ecclesiastical connexion with the Clergy
Reserve Fund ; and, inasmuch as the question of the Clergy Reserves and Rec-
tories involves the discussion of political questions now agitating the public min
1 this Province—this Synod, as a Court of Christ, no i

siritual matters, dismiss this questio vexata, convinced that any farther diseussion

i the question in this Synod would necessarily involye this Church in all the
evils of a political controversy,

Dr. Willis also mo
by Mr. McDowell.

After lengthened discussion, it was agreed to refer the
original motion and. the amendment of Dr,' Willis to the fol-

owing Committee, viz, :—Dr., Burns, Dr. Willis, My. Gordon,
Mr. Roger, Mr. Smith, ministers ; Mr. Davidson, M. Heron.

elders ; with instructions to preK}i-x:e a draft of a motion, to
be submitted to the Synod on onday next, and discussed
and decided on with Mr. McMurray’s ‘amendment.

The Synod was closed with the blessing.

Awwwvvvavw.,vavw\».Vva.-

SESSION vi11.

ToronTo,
Saturday, 8h June, 1850, Eleven o'cloek, A.)M.

The Synod met, and engaged in Devotional
thereafter was constituted tor business.

The minutes of the former Session were read..

A report was given in by the Committee of Bills and Over-
tures, which was sustaine

On the request of My, McLean, Mr.

ved an amendment, which was seconded.

Exercises, and

Holmes, minister; ang:
he Committee on the
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sbytery of Toronto applied for permission to take

Mx"r hzlf;:nd}::r C};meron, and Mr. Geo. Jamieson, studgms,
on trials for license:—satisfactory evidence having been given
of their having' attended the usual curriculum of study in
Knox’s College, and their having passed through the prelimi.
nary trials with acceptance, permission was granted by the
o de by the Presbyteries of
imilar applications were made by the Iresbyteries o
Pc?tl}rln;]::l H};I:nilton, respectively, in behalf of Mr. J’ohrl Gour-
lay, and Mr. Andrew Hudson, students from Knox’s College,
and the Synod having had like satisfaction in regard to their
preliminary trials and curriculum of study, granted permission.

The Synod took up the complaint of Donald MclIntyre, of
Mosa, against the deliverance of the Presbytery of London,
in the case as remitted to said Presbytery at the last
meeting of Synod. After deliberation, tl:e Sy.nod, in_con-
formity with the recommendation of the Lomrmtteg on B)]ls
and Overtures, agreed to refer the case to the following Com-
mittee, viz :— . B

Dr. Burns, (convener.) Mr. Smellie, Mr. Fr:}ser, ministers
Mr. Davidson, Mr. Elder, elders, with instructions to report a
deliverance in the matter. |

Dr. Willis submitted a draft of a minute respecting the late
Mr. Joseph Harris, minister at Niagara—the same was read
and approved of, and it was agreed that it should be embod_xed
and transmitted in a letter to the widow and congregation
who mourn his loss. The tenor whereof follows :—

i { | ¢ i he tidings of the
Synod received with mueh concern and emotion, t _
deca}; ofytl}?tiir esteemed brother in the Lord, lh(“ Rev. Mr. Harris, 8o recently
admitted among them as a fellow labourer in the Gospel. : : »

It was wilhhdeop interest that they listened to the relalan of some particu-
Ja:g in the history of their lamented friend, brought under their attention by indi-

i jual members of Synod, who had best known his manner of ll_fe. the muln]
;;;ci:y of his labours in various parts of the world in the Christian cause, and

. " i is/ partner in life, had by
-denying sacrifices by which, both he_and his: P! e, !
lgl;zc:el‘)ig: [:rill:ln‘bhd to manifest their love to Christ, and their concern for the sul-

i i rtal souls. . ; o
"t:;;:eoé;:::ioexpn-ss their respectful sympathy with the mourning family, in

articular with their bereaved sister in the Lord, widowed by this painful stroke.
gnd deprived of the presence and protection, in a land comparatively of strangers.

justly endeared to her. f .
" 0'?‘;:; ﬁ:u}:n:;:ise at the same time in the joyful assurance which the rememn-

: i i st inepire, as connected with the de-

f his latest and dying testimony must inepire,
lv)::::f\:u of his life 1o theservice of the Saviour, that our b.elovvd brother and [P-.
low labourer has entered jnto the joys of his Lord and received the crown of glory

promised to the faithfu),
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The Synod sympathise also with the afflicted and bereaved flock, and assure
them of their interest in their spiritual welfare : And, delighted to recognise the
liberality with which they have already provided against the worldly inconvenien-
cies that might have followed from the death of their beloved Pastor to his sud-
denly bereaved family,—the Synod pledge themselves to forward the laudable design
of increasing the provision so far already made with this view, by all the means
in their power. It is a pleasing and interesting proof of the more than ordinary
fidelity and affectionate care of their spiritual interests manifested by their Jatc
Pastor, that, in the course of so brief a ministry he had secured such a place in their
hearts ; andl the Synod fondly hope that the remembrance of his ways in Christ
and of the good word of God spoken by him, may subserve a valuable practical
effect in all the families of the congregation—inducing them to follow his faith
and to seek in saving union and communion with the Master whom he served,
what will be their only effectual support and solace in life and death, as it aleo
constitutes the fruit which every faithful servant of the Lord most of all woul
desire, as the recompence of his labours and sacrifices.

On motion made and seconded, it was agreed,

That contributions should be made throughout all the congregations of t!;
Synod, in aid of the family of the late Mr. Harris, and that Dr. Burns, Mr. Robt
ministers ; Mr. McLellan, Mr. Elder, Mr. Osborne, and Mr. Blain, elders, be 2
Committee for attending to this matter, with instructions to co-operate with the
Committee already formed in the town of Niagara, for the aid of the family
the late Mr. Harris—Dr. Burns to be Convener, and Mr. Blain, Treasurer

The Synod took up an application in behalf of Mr. Me-
Conechy, from elders, deacons, and members of the congreg -
tions of North Georgetown and English River, for considera-
tion of his case, with a view to his being eventually reponed
m the office of the Holy ministry.

The Synod agreed to refer the case to the following Comn
mittee, with instructions to examine into the same, and report
at a future Session, viz :—

Dr. Burns, Dr. Willis, Mr. Fairbairn, Mr. McMurray, Mr.

Macalister, ministers ; Mr. Alexander Gibb, and Mr. Thomas
Nicol, elders.

The Synod had read a draft of a Bill of Incorporation fo;
Knox’s College.

It was agreed that.said draft should lie on the table, to be

taken up in connection with the Report of the College Com-
mittee at a fature Session.

There was read a letter from the Secretaries of the French
Canadian Missionary Society, tendering the thanks of the
Committee of said Society to the Synod, for the interest here-
tofore taken by this Church, in the prosperity of that Society,
and requesting a continuance of the Synod’s friendly co-ope-
ration. = Several brethren addressed the House in behalf of
the Society ; and it was agreed that a collection in behalf of
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the funds of said Society, should be one of the stated eollec-
tions of the Church for the ensuing year. :

_There was read to the Synod an overture from:the Presbf'--
tery of Perth, on the application of Mr. Porterfield, formerly
a Baptist minister, to be received into this Church ; Mr. Fra.
ser and Mr. Duncan were heard for the Presbytery; Mr.
Porterfield was also heard, and gave a full statement of his
views. After lengthened discussion, it was agreed to refer
the case to the following committee, viz:

Dr. Burns, Dr. Willis, Mr. Robb, Mr. Bayne, Mr. Fair-
bairn, ministers ; Mr. Osborne and Mr. McLellan, elders; to
report at a subsequent session.

It was agreed. that the Committee of Bills and Overtures
should meet on. Monday, at nine o’clock, a. m.

The Synod agreed to meet for devotional exercises on
Monday, at eleven o'clock, a. m., to be constituted for busi-
ness at twoy p..m.

SESSION. IX.
ToronToO,
Monday; 10th: June, 1850, 2 o'clock, n. X

The Synod, after devotional exercises in the forenoon, met
for business, and was constituted.

The Committee of Bills and Overtures- gave in a report,
which was sustained.

On motion made and seconded, Mr. Angus Mackintosh and
James Cairns, M. D., ordained missionaries, and Mr. Gilbert
Bastedo, elder, were admitted to sit. with the Synod..

The Synod took up a reference: from the Presbytery of
London, respecting the organization of . a Gaelic congregation
in Blandfortﬁ as-referred to that Presbytery. at last Synod,
and requesting the sanction. of the Synod:to the erection of a
place of worship in the township of Blandford. The Nynod
heard several members of the Presbytery.of London on the
subject, when, after. deliberation, it was- agreed.that: the re-
quest of the Presbytery be acceded:to..

Mr. Burns gave in a report on the Revord{.which was read:
and sustained.

On motion made and.seconded it. was agreed,.
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That the thanks of the %ynod be recorded to the Commit-

tee, and especially to Mr, urns, who has acted as editor for
the last year.

The following Committee was
year, viz :

Mr. Gafe, (Convener) Prof, Esson, Mr. Robb, Dr. Willis,

Dr. Burns, Mr. Wightman, M, McLeod, ministers; My, El-
der, Mr. McLellan, elders,

On motion made and seconded, it was agreed, that the Sta-
tistical Returns be examined by a Committee, consisting of

the Clerks of the severa] Presbyteries, Mr. Wightman to be
Convener. The Committee to report on Wednesday.,

The report of the Committee on th

read and approved of, and the Synod in conformity with the
same, ordered said Records to be attes

ted as carefully and or-
derly kept, and they: were accordingly- attested by the Mode-
rator.

The report on the Records of the Commis
ceived, and is as follows

The Committee appointed to examine the Records of the Commission, find
them correctly, and, upon the whole, carefully kept ; but, with regard to the ac-
tion of the Commission in the case of Dr. Ferrier, upon which they were empow-
ered by the Synod to give a final deliverance, if they saw cause—they deem it
their duty to submit to the Synod the following facts 1o

L. It appears that a Commi
ing, to confer with Dr. Ferrier
powered 1o act upon the information furnished' by saj
obtained by themselyes,

2. From the Report of said Committee, jt appears that they obtained no satis-
faction from: Di: Ferrier, on the points about which they were to dea) with him,
but'that, on the contrary, they felt it their duty to record thejr opinion that Dr, F.
had not met them with the frankness and openness which they were entitled to
expect. " It appears, also, that after recording this opinion, an opportunity had
been given to Dr. F. to meet with them, if he desired’ it, but that this offer was
uot accepted.

appointed for the ensuing,

sion was re-

that Dr. F. was not present
tter, and that said leqter con-
'a decision in- His case could be grounded,

at it did not even prefess
the Synod had instructed the Commit

ferred, only to two points—first, the oourse which he
nod to follo ; ‘

to pursue towards the
0 us, to a demnnd for mutual forbearance,

9. From the decision come 10 by the Commision, and
this letter, it appears thiat the Commission construed this letter into g pledge from
Dr. F., that he would‘'not obtrude his views offénsively on

the Chureh, and re--
vlved that such g Rlelge warranted them in putting an end 1o all further. proca-
lure in the cuge,'

professedly grounded on
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tly, it would appear that.no means were taken to ascertain from D F.
how far he assented to the interpretation putupon his letter.

’* Jn @ubimiting these facts)' the Committee do vot contemplate that this Synod
will review a decision which the Commission were empowered, if they saw' cause,
to make final. But with the view of preventing all misiakes as o the effeet of
the decision, it appeats to them desirable, that the Synod should consider how far
Dr. Ferrier can be held bound by an interpretation put upon his letter in his ab.
sence, which he might possibly plead was at variance with the tenor of that letter,
and an interpretation to the correctness of which he has never been asked to ga-
sent, or whether something ought not yet to be done to ascertain how far Dr. F.
assents to said interpretation. ;

After discussion, it was moved by Dr. Burns, seconded by
Mr. Gordon,

That the Report be sustained and adopted, with the exception of the pertion
which refers to the deliverance of the Commission regarding Dr. Ferrier.

It was moved in amendment by Mr. Davidson, seconded by
Mr. McLeod,

That the Report of the Committee be sustained.

The vote was taken, when there voted for the motion, 12;
for the amendment, 23 ; four declined voting.

The Records of Commission were ordered to be attested
by the Moderator, in conformity with the Report.

The Synod was then closed with the blessing.

SESSION X.

ToronTO,
Monday, 10th June, 1850, Seven o'clock, P. M.

The Synod met,and was constituted with praise and prayer.

The minutes of the former Session were read,

The Synod took up the consideration of a reference from
the Presbytery of London, respecting Mr. Robert Peden,
inister at Amherstburgh, who has been found guilty, by his
Presbytery, of holding opinions on fundamental truths, at va-
riance with the standards of this Church.

Extracts from the Presbytery of London, exhibiting the
case as proceeded in by them, were read.

Mr. Peden appeared for himself, and stated his views o
the various doctrines charged on him.in the' libel, as unsound

and heretical, at great length,
Some of these doctrines he admitted that he held.
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Several members, including memabers of the Presbytery of
wing deliverance

London, addressed the house, when the follo
was adopted :—

The Synod find from Mr. Peden’s own adr‘niﬁcioh; that he‘ holds some of the

ansound and heretical doctrines charged upon him in the: libel ;;and that, while he
formally denies holdins the others for which he hag been tri
of London, his own a \rni

conclusion, that he holds the others alsa. The Synod
this case 'With afféction ! i

Mr. Peden, and endeavour to convince
nature of the dectrines which he ‘hold
aod Mr. Peden not to b
desire so to do.

The Comnmittee to be, Dr. Willis, Dr. Burns, Mr. Robb,

Mr. Gordon, Mr. Bayne, ministers ; Mr, McLellan, Mr. Da-
vidson, Mr. Ferrier, elders,

The Synod was then closed with the blessing,

ommittee to meet with
him of the ‘utiscripturalness and dangérous
s;~the Committee to repott on Wedn, 3

esday ;
e precluded. from. again addressing the Synod, if he shall

~

SESSION XL

Toronro,
Tuesday, 11th June, 1850, Eleven o'clock, A. M.

The Synod, after Devotional Exercises,
business.

The minutes of the former Session were read,

The Committee of Bills and Overtures, gave in a Report,
which was sustained,

The Synod agreed to hear Reports on Presbytery Records,
before proceeding to Conference.

Reports on the Reeords of the Presbyteries of London,
Hamilton, Toronto, Cobourg, Kingston, Brockville, Perth,
Montreal, were read, and the same were sustained, and it wag
agreed that the Records should be attested in conformity with
the several Reports.

The Synod proceeded to Conference on the Petition respect-
ing Union among Presbyterians, and the Overture respecting
the clauses of the standards which relate to the Cjvil Magis-

trate. - Several members stated their views on the subject of
the Petition and Overture,

The Conference to be resu

Closed with the blessing,

was constituted for

med to-morrow forenoon.
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SESSION XIL

ToronTo,
Tuesday, 11th June, 1850, Two o'clock, P.M.
tituted.
The Synod met, and wa.s cons :
The nzynutes of last Session were read and sustained.

e, complain-
i s case of Donald Mclntyre, i
ommittee on th: cas ‘ % compliie
n;r::a?nst the Presbytery of London, gave 1(;1 ai [: egg‘:f;m;itv
a s received and sustained ; and the Syno y the Tlloiny
"\;iath the recommendation of the same, adopte
g 4 i Y h aid all due attention to the
f London appear to have p L4 g
That the f;reeb!g;gt (l)\dr. Sutherland by D. Mcl.m'yre,l an]d ﬁlmtztiwunrz:]x:er:zgs o}f
s gl ';gus- that D. Mclntyre had precipitately e'w c](,)se vy g
roumtl) lhee trt“vvlo,")h(i)ch ,his case was under consideration, bett(_)r'% r:n b ele Cr,m" p
g % ken of his ignorance o C ;
the a«i\_'amagjuc\:' };:Lf;: rw};:)(iebce;getits vexatious, and that he be admonished by the
that his con
oderator of Synod. . )
’ )‘ljmltllo l\yiclntyre’s name being called, it was found that he
On Mr.
ad left the Synod. b . .
h'l}i)l Burns, in name of the Committee for dl.'aftmg‘ adumc?)t(li()l';
s ):3.(:tinu the Clergy Reserves and Rﬁct%r;fsi,v li)leo adopteJ
rﬂéln and moved, seconded by Mr. Smith, t
t y O

as the deliverance of«Synod.

1 WS ¢— A
draft is as follo . ligious an
e d, taking into consideration the manitold ewlqjt:)tt};nzre}”?&vi:ct
h - a . °m e
1‘}.e ?yi:l?h’nve resulted’ from the Clergy Reser\:fe:‘ys‘w:; oeibai i1
S‘n:lﬂ} ‘: :g injustice, as well as impohc}},Pof a'n T,,.,JpExidowed et v
tae glan : X 3 of Patentec " !
¥ 0 8 a ent, by means A . sithout the
o Eslﬂglf:‘r:;rni; \\?hich these Rectories were c:)nstlr!eussﬂ;“;hz]emu.
e lmqum:l“: ainst the mind of the Province at lﬂré‘f;‘e ollbae  that e
kni).“'ledlge Ga:vemgment and the Legislature fof C;:nada;"tooprmion o Py i)
rmalise the : . easures for the ap
¢ s t immediate m 1irposés of
g pfl;:elg :-3%11?:84’- Reserves and Rectory Endowments, to the: purpo.
at present he > i)
> i A : jation, Aca-
Edu i d would also desire, that in making S“ggd“e:‘;lgp‘:‘:zgr irl o, the
The Sy el Il as Common Schools,. may be included, 3 26 thigitidish: o
demlfis, til ?, “deshall be distinctly recognised as the-basis, an
Word - o 0d.s R |
i e i etitions, stall
education. d that similar memorials, or p .
S ther. recommen . . ey appoint 4
N b_v(? (;)d :rlrt:e congregations under _‘h"" hih‘gfzc’uﬁ;’f ﬂt:dyLegigllmre
be hres.enew X graft said' Memorial,.to. present it 1o ;‘ L g el o
ho((j“(ml::o (z)pemte with other bodies. in ?'TIChmgc:uieor? oFthe great objeet -of suct
and to co~ ot - o rgessful prose
evised for the succes P ittee—Dr Burns, con-
51, thaIt 2:‘ady [l:rgpon to next meeting of Synod.” Committee )
memorial,

Mr. Gale, Mr Esson, Mr. Boyd of Markham; Mr. Wightman, ministers;
vener ; Mr. Gale, ’

\leiirﬂ 9] bo]’ne vl elian ll eron el(l(‘lb. ‘
Messrs. Us g & CL “a an ll A
1 .

} 3t ing of the
Session, was read, and, after discussion. on the calling

M

Roll, there
16 having d
The moti
the Synod r
ture,
From thi
dissented, fo;

The Comi
an applicant
in a Report,
recommenda

That Mr. Po
within the bound
or occasional Jabo
session at Knox’s

At the reqt
Was appointe
Presbytery, ir
business durir

The Synod
Perth, in the
say, and suspe
Jlbelled for las

The Synod,
bytery of Pert
Johnstone, mu
and that the P
of the office of
tery, for reasor
it desirable, thg
by the Syno1,
G. Johnstone f;

Before proc
Synod engage

The Moder:
Christ, the sole
of the power ar
Mr. W. G, Joh
Ministry, and p
same, or any pa

It was agreeg
such steps, as tc




clock, P.M.

istained.

yre, complain-
. report,which
in conformity
the following

ie attention to the
| had unanimously
ft the ‘meeting of
its close, and that
rms of Court ; dnd
admonished by the

found that he

fting a motion
s, produced a
it be adopted

, both religious ana

in ‘the Province—
setup an exclusive
wed Rectories—as
tituted, without the
-resolve to memo-
e effect, that they
ition of the Lands,
, 10 the purposes of

ppropriation, Aca-
| that in both, the
as the guardian of

;. or petitions,. shal
nd’ they appoint «
ive and Legislature
 of any publie mea-
great object of such
e—Dr Burns, con-
ightman, ministers;

ed at a former
- calling of the

Roll, there voted for the motion, 24 ;
16 having declined to vote,

The motion was accordingly declared to be carried, and

the Synod r ' iti i
it y esolved in terms thereof, to petition the Legisla-

From this deliverance Mr McMurra '
: . and Mr. W
dissented, for reasons to be afterwards givin in. i

Thelpf)mmittee appointed to confer with Mr. Porterfield,
an arl){p icant for admission to the ministry in this Church, gave
in a Report, vyhlch_was sustained, and in conformity with its
recommendations, it was agreed

That Mr. Porterfield ma :

T A y be employed by the Home Mission Committee
‘wnhm the bounds of the Presbytery where he may be residing, as a Moi;ziorlmrc'
or occasional labourer in the Minist ded A

. ry, and that he
e o s College, Y. be recommended to attend one

: At the request of the Presbytery of Brockville, Mr. Nisbet
vas appointed to act as assessor with the members of that

resbytery, In order to the Presbytery’s being constituted for
business during the Session of the Synod.
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G. l;Iofhnstone from the office of the Holy Ministry.
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licity to this sentence, with the view of preventing the said
W. G. Johnstone from assuming any longer the standing of
a minister of the gospel. :

a¥e
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SESSION XIil.
ToronTO,
Tuesday, 11th June, 1850, 7 d’clock, P. M.

The Synod was constitated with prayer and praise.
The Minutes of the former Session were read,

Mr. McMurray and Mr. Weylie, gave in reasons of dissent
from the deliverance of the Synod, for petitioning for the abol-
ition of the Clergy Reserves and Rectories. The same were
read, and it was agreed that they be entered in the book of

dissents.

The Synod took up the reference from the Presbytery of
Hamilton, respecting the Congregation of Caledonia. Sev-
eral members addressed the house, when on the motion of Dr.
Willis, seconded by Mr. McDowell, it was agreed,

That the Moderator,, Dr. Burns, Mr. Harris, Mr. Ball, Mt. McMurray, Mr.
McLeod, Mr. McKenzi€, ministers; Mr. Osborne; Mr. McLellan, Mr. Blain,
elders, be appointed as a Commission of Synod, to visit the Congregation of
Caledonia, and they are authorised to meet with the minister, session, and con-
gregation there, to inquire into the evils alleged to be existing there to the hin.
drance of unity, mutual confidence, and edification ; authorise themn to act with
the usual powers of a Synodical Court of review ; and if they fail in their en-
deavours to establish harmony in consistency with the finding of the recent com-
mission, as authenticated by this Synod, power is hereby granted to proceed to
fina] judgment according to the laws of the Church, notwithstanding any appeals
that may be attempted to be taken from their finding. If they see cause for
libel, they shall commit ' the procedure into the hands o " the Presbytety of Hamil-
ton; who are empowered, assisted by the Committee, or any three of their number,
to proceed to a judgment in the case, staying,nevertheless, a final sentence in the

case of appeals.

The Synod took up an Overture from Mr. McMurray, and
other members, to the following tenor :—

That whereas the Commission of Synod is not necessary for the effective, car-
#ying out the business of this Church, and whereas a jpro re nata meeting of Sy-
nod is much better adapted to the state of this Church, and would more satisfac-
torily accomplish the ends of the Commission—it is hcreb¥ humbly overtured that
this Synod cease to appoint the Commission asa Court o this Church.
 The Synod, after deliberation, agreed to sustain the Over-
ture, and refer the same to Presbyteries, with instructions 10
them to report to the next meeting of Synod, with-a view toa
final decision in the matter—the Commission for the ensuing

year to have only one meeting.
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Dr. Willis, on behalf of the Committee
ted a draft, containing statements inci
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The Synod was closed with the blessing.
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SESSION X1vV.

Toronro,
12th June, 1850, Ten o’clock, A. M.
aging in Devotional Exercises, was

Wednesday,

The Synod, after eng
constituted for business.

The minutes of the former Session were read and sustained.

A motion being made, and seconded, that the Commission
of Visitation to the Congregation of Caledonia, be enlarged
by the addition of the names of M., Gordan, minister ; Mr.

eron, Mr. Barclay, elders, it was decided that such addition

ty-one voting against the addition,

The Synod had lengthened Conference on the subjects

» When it was moved by Mr. Gor-

great diversity of views exists among the offices
ers of this Church, respecting the true meaning of certain pas-

1¢ on the Powers of the Ciyil Magistrate ;

ay of Office-bearers, Candj.

_ , on, signing our Formula in ag
ar as it relatés to this particular subject; consider

this state of things has a teadency to endanger the jn
deprive it of the benefit of : : ,

deeply attached to all the essential principles of our Chureh and its Standards, a':z
al80 to prevent and impede

ing that the continuanee 'of
ternal union of our Chutch, to




R s

SETINSS

24 MinuTres o THE Synop ar Toronrto, 1850

therefore hereby appoint a Committee to take- these chapters of the Confession
of Faith under their careful consideration, with a view to determine what can
safely be done to remove these difficulties, and to report their views, and the result
of their deliberations to the next Synod.

It was moved in amendment by Dr. Willis, seconded by
Mr. Bayne,

That the Synod having considered the Overture, declare their continued sense
of the excellence of their subordinate standards, and of the importance of those
parts thereof, which affirm the duty of the civil magistrate to recognise the Chris-
tian light where it shines, and to support and encourage the Christian truth
in contradistinetion to demoralizing error ; and consider, that many of the excep~
tions taken to those portions af our standards originate in needless misapprehen-
sions of fhe sense in which the said doctrinal articles have, all along been held by
the Reformed Presbyterian Church, and which has already by this Church itself
bzen explaired in the testimonies it has issued and its recorded resolutions: That
the Synod therefore cannot contemplate with much hope, the issue of their
Jabours, in.any further attempt that this Synod might make to satisfy the alleged
seruples of candidates for admission to office, or the calls made for explanation
by those who after vows, have made inquiry: Butinasmuch.as some of the parties
pressing for this, declare generally that their object is not to change or alter the
received standards, but in the bona fide sense of the term to have enunciated in
other words the doctrine referred to : ‘The Synod appoint a eommittee to consider
shether any exegetical or declaratory nate may be appended to the question in
the formula respecting the Confession of Faith proposed to candidates for office;
but hereby etrictly limit the powers of the committee to said design.

Further, in reference to any case that may already have come before Pres-
byteries, of candidates for spiritual office seeking relief to their alleged conscientious
scruples, in the way of being allowed to give a qualified assent to the said portion
of our confession: The 8ymod, feel that it will be as inconvenient for Presbyteries
themselves, as perilous to the public testimeny snaintained by this Church, to allow
an absolute power of discretion to local judicatories: The Synod do, however, in
the spirit of candid consideration, allow the Presbytery before which such case
may occur, having first assureéd themselves of the attachment of the candidate to
the docrrines of this Church in general, and to its tesumony for the headship of
Christ over nations as well as the Church, to transmit to the committee to be ap-
pointed as aforesaid, a particular statement of the circumstances; and if said
committee, or a majority thereof, #hall be satisfied to the same effect concerning
said candidate, or-applicant for license or ordination, the assent of such individuals,
may be :accepted with an accompanying explanation ; so that the difficulties
alleged, being of the kind herein exclusively referred to, shall not hinder their license

ar appointment to offices within this Church.

After discussion, a vote was taken, when there voted for the
motion, 11 ; for the amendment, 20 ; declined voting, 3.

The amendment was accordingly declared to be carried,
and the following Committee were appointed for carrying it
out, viz :—

The Moderator, Dr. Willis, Mr. Gale, Mr. Bayne, Mr.
Robb, Mr. Harris, Mr. McMurray, Mr. Roger, Mr. McLeod,
Mr. Stark, ministers ; Mr. Davidson, Mr. Ferrier, Mr. McLel-
lan, Mr. Elder, Mr. Osborne, Mr. Clark, elders; Dr. Willis and
Mr. Gale to be Conveners.

The Synod was then closed with the blessing.
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SESSION XV,

Toronro,

12th June, 1850, Wednesday, 3 d'clock, P.)M.,

The Synod met, and was constituted with prayer.
The Minutes of the former Session were read.

The Synod took up the Petition of John Scott, Student of
Divinity, setting fortE that the Presbytery of Hamilton had
declined admitting him to license, on account of difficulties he
had in signing the Confession of Faith, without some explana-

tion of some of the passages relating to the Civil Magistrate's
qualification,

i

The Synod, after reasoning, agreed to refer the Petition to
the Committee on the Standards; empowering them, in con-
junction with the Presbytery of Hamilton, to confer with Mr,
Scott, and give a deliverance in the matter, and report if
practicable, before the-close of the Synod.

The Synod took up the case of the Rev. Mr. Peden.

Mr. Peden read a statement of his view
doctrines upon which he had been libelle
of heresy by the Presbytery of London,

Various members expressed their views on the subject,
when on motion made and seconded, it was agiced, that the

Committee formerly apﬁointed to consider this case, should
draft a deliverance for the adoption of the Synod.

Whilst the Committee were drawinﬁfup their deliverance o

the call of the Moderator, the Rev. Mr. Lindsay supplieated
the Divine Blessing for direction,

Mr. Wightman, on behalf of the ‘Committec on Statistical
Rctums, gave in a report which was read and sustained, and
it was agreed in terms of its recommendation,

That a schedule of the returns be

Mr. Burns, Agent, and that the alte:
turns be adopted.,

Mr. Smellie, in behalf of the Committee on the scheme of a
Vidows’ Fund, reported

s, in regard to the
d, and found guilty

printed in the Record, under the direction o
rations proposed in the heads for future res

4 there is'no general fund for the sustentation of the ministry,

The Synod after considering the report, agreed 1o sustain
the same

And record their thanks to the Committee for the attenti

on formerly bestowed
by them on this subject, and appreciating the difficu)ties pre

sently in the wayof a
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Widows' Fund Scheme, the Synod appoeint Mr, O:borne, Mr. McLellan, Mr.
Ferrier, Mr. John Burns, Mr. Blain, elders; Mr. Harris, Mr. Robb, Mr. Cheyne,
Mr. McLean, ministers, Mr. Osborne to be Convener, a Committee with instruc-
tions to them to communicate with congregations through their respective office-
bearers, and endeavour to interest and engage them in measures tor providing for

the families of ministers through Life Assurance Societies,

On motion made and seconded, it was agreed

That Dr. Willis, Dr. Burns, (Convener) Mr. 'Wightman and Mr. Gale, be a
Committee for drafting an address to Her Majesty’s Government, earnestly dep-
recating the proposed change in the law of Marriage, in Great Britain,

Mr. Bayne, in name of the Committee on Mr. Peden’s case,
produced a draft, and the same having been read, the Synod

decerned and ordained in terms thereof.

The Synod, having considered the reference from the Presbytery of London,
in the case of the Rev. Robert Pedenr, minister of Amherstburgh, sustain the
reference, find that it is the doctrine of this Church. First, That * the Lord
Jesus, by his perfect obedience and sacrifice of himself, which he, through the Eter-
nal Spirit, once offered up unto God, hath fully satisfied the justice of His Father,
and purchased not only recoriciliation bat an everlasting inheritance in the king-
dom of heaven for all those whom the Father hath given unto him.” And that
10 all those for whom Christ hath purchased redemption, He doth certainly
and effectually apply and communicate ihe same” Second, That those whom
God hath predestinated unto life, and those only, He is pleased in His appointed
and accepted time, effectually to call by His word and Spirit, out of that state of
ain and death in which they aré by natare, to grace and salvation by Jesus
Christ ; enlightening their minds spiritually and savingly to understand the things
of God, taking away their beart of stone and giving unto them d heart of flesh ;
renewing their wills and by his Almighty power detcrmining them to that which
is good, and effectually drawing them to Jesus Christ; yet, so, as they come most
freely, being made willing in the day of His grace. That the effectual call is
of God’s free and special grace alone, not from any thing at all foreseen in man,
who is altogether passive therein, umtil being quickened and renewed by the Holy
Spirit, he is thereby enabled to answer this call and to embrace the grace offered
and conveyed in it. Third, That the grace of faith whereby the elect are
enabled to believe to the saving of their souls, is the work of the Spirit of Christ
on their hearts, and is ordinarily wrought by the ministry of the word ; and, that
the principal acts of saving taith are, actepting, receiving and resting upon Christ
alone for justification, sanctification and eternal life, by virtue of the covenant of

grace.
Further, The Synod find that the sdid Robert Peden, holds and avows opinions
es, subversive of the fundamental truths

at direct variance with the aforesaid doctrin

of the gospel, and fitted to prove injurious to the souls of men, and, in pati-

cular, that he holds
1st. That Christ ma

denying Christ’s covenant relation

de atonement in the same sense for all mankind, thereby
to His people, and effectual satisfaction to jus-

Holy Spirit in his heart, to enable him to believe in Christ to t

his soul.
3rd. That the work of the Spirit in enabling a sinner to believe in Christ unto

salvation, is the same in nature and energy, with that which takes place in’ the
heart of a sinner, who resists the Spirit and remains in unbelief and a state of
enmity towards God.

and that in a sense which is incon-

~ 4th. That faith is a mere intellectual act, '
c'stent with the doctrine, that saving faith implies a vital spiritual prineiple it

tice on their behalf.
o nd. That the fallen sinner does not require a special subjective work of the
he eaving of
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the heart, and that jts principal acts are of a moral and spiritual nature, con-

sisting in particular of the accepting, receiving and resting upon Christ alone for

justifieation, samctification ang eternal life.  Wherefore, and in consideration of
the dangerous natare of hese errors, and the necessity of preventing their pu-
lieation among the people of this Church.

he Synod resolve, that the said
from the exercise of his office as a

tion between him and the congregation of Amherstburg 5
and be declared at ag end; that the Presbytery of London be instructed, as it
hereby is, todeal with him with the view of convineing him of the unscriptural and
daygerous nature of the aforesaid opinions, and farther, that in the event of his

refusing to submit to theijr authority, or persisting in propagating his errors, the
Presbytery be empowered, as they now are, to depose him from the office of
the Holy Ministry,notwithsmnding any protest or appeal which he may make,

This deliverance was read to Mr. Peden, and the Clerk
was instrutted to furnish him with a copy of the same, The
Presbytery of London were also allowed to have an extract
of the minutes in this case, and they were instructed to de.
clare the church at Amherstburgh, vacant, and to use their
best efforts for supplying the congregation with a dispensa-
tion of divine ordinances,

The Synod then closed with the blessing,

B i incmmoanih

' SESSION XVI.

ToronTo,
Wednesday, 12th June, 1850, 74 clock P. M.

The Synod met according to adjournment, and was consti-
tuted with praise and prayer.

The minutes of the afternaon session were read,

Mr. Robb, Convener of the Synod’s Home Mission Com-
mittee, read the report for the past year,

After discussion, on motion made and seconded, the Synod
adopted the following deliverance —

That the report of the Home Mission Commit

tee be sustained,
That the thanks of the Synod be

given to the Convener and other members
nd zeal in the important work committed 1o

That the recommendations epntained

ionaries admitted from other churches,
posal of the Home Mission
y inducting them into pas-

cloge of the next session of
nox’s College.

That the Committee be instructed to make arrangements with the Superinten-
ices 80 soon as he arrives in the
enjoined to use

Committee be re-appoigted

in said report, be adopted, and in par-
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Thanks were accordingly tendered, by the Moderator, to
Mr. Robb and the following Committee appointed for the en-
suing year, viz =

The Moderator, Mr. Gale, Mr. Bayne, Mr. Robb, (Convener)
Dr. Willis, Mr. Harris, Mr. McMurray, Mr. Roger, Mr.
Stark, ministers ; Messrs. Davidson, Ferrier, McLellan, Elder,

Osborne, Clark, elders.

~ Mr. Davidson, in behalf of the Committec on Finance, gave
in a report which was read, and on motion made and se.
conded, the report was unanimously sustained, and the thanks
of the Synod were tendered by the Moderator to Mr. David-
son, Chairman of the Committee, for the diligence bestowed
in the arranging of the accounts.

Mr. King gave in a Report on the Mission to the Colored

i g k. it n : .
Population, which was read and sustained, and after reasoning,
the following deliverance was adopted :—

The Synod record their thanks to Mr. King, for his zeal and devotedness in
his work, and their resolution under the Divine blessing, 10 sustain and encourage
the Mission to the Colored Population ; instruct the Committee to be appointed,
t> correspond with the Colonial Committee of the Free Church of Scotland, res-
pecting the continuance of Mr. King’s salary, and to represent to said Committee

the favorable prospects of the Mission ; and the Synod farther authorise the
Presbytery of London, to ke Mr. King on trials for ordination, that he may be in

the full status of a minister of the Gospel.
The Committee to be Dr. Buras, (Convener,) Dr.
Gale, Mr. Wightman, ministers ; Mr. Burns, Mr. James

McLellan, elders.

The Presbytery of Cobourg applied for leave to take Mr.
William J. McKenzie, student in Bivinity,on trials for license:
leave was granted.

On motion made and seconded, it was agreed,

That the Record Committee be authorised and instructed to print, in whole or
in part, and insuch form as they may deem best, the Report of the Finance
Committee, and the Reports of the other Standing Committees of Synod, with
a view to the circulating of the same among the members of the Church.

The Svnod was closed with the blessing.
DR T EIOR IS S

SESSION XVIL

ToroNTO,
Thursday, 13th June, 1850, Ten o'clock, A.M.
The Synod met, and was constituted with praise and prayer.
The minutes of the former Session were read.
The Synod heard the Report of the Committee on the case
of Mr. Johu Scott, student in Divinity.
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After lengthened deliberation, it was

Agreed to refer the case to the Presbytery of Hamilton, with instructions
to thet to take atender and considerate view of the conscientious scruples of
Mr. Scott, regarding certain points in the xxiii, chapter of the Confession of
Faith ; and after due consultation with the Committee, on the Standards of the
Church, and having a regard to the Synod’s proceedings on Wednesday last, to
bring the matter, as they are empowered to do, to an edifying conclusion, ac-
cording to the hest of their judgment, in the difficulties of the case,

Dr. Willis gave in the Report of the College Comnmittee,
which was read.

Mr. Gale gave in a Report from the Committee on King's
College.

After deliberation, it was agreed,

That these Reports be received and sustained, and that the thanks of the Sy-
md be given to those Committees, for the attention which they have given 1o
the matters entrusted to them. That the College Committee be Messrs. Me-
Kenzie, Robb, Roger, Gregg, R. Boyd, Wardrope, Gordon, Starke, Gale,
Bayne and Rintoul, ministers ; Hon, M. Cameron, Hon., G, McDonald, Dr.
Dickson, John Fraser, G. Davidson, J. Burns, W, Notman, J. Gibb, J. Red-

patb, J. MeMurrich, S. Spreull and James Shaw, Esqrs., together with. the Pro.-

v . ot . .
fessors. That the Committee endeavour to get such arrangements in the Univer-

sity of King's College, as will answer the purposes of Knox’s College. And that
ithe entrusted to the Committee to make such arrangements in the interna|
economy of Knox’s College as they deem best, for the purposes of promoting
its ohjects, and the advancement of the students in the prosecution of their
stndies,

The Synod took up the eonsideration of the draft of a bil|

inr the incorporation of Knox's College, when after delibera-
tion, it was agreed

To refer the same to the Presbytery of Toronto, that they may still further
correspond with the Church regarding its details, and, especially with Preshy-
teries; with aathority to said Presbytery by and with the concurrence of a
majority of the other Presbyteries in the draft, or in alterations and amend.-
ments of the same, to take Steps to have it passed into law.

Dr. Burns, in behalf of the Committee on Mr. McConechyv’s

case, gave in a Report, which was read and sustained ; and
in terms thereof':

T'he Synod instruct the: Presbytery of Montrea
dence of Mr. MeConechy, and to countenance himin such: Evangelistic ser-
vices as those in which he has been engaged at English river and NorthGeorge -
town, to correspond with the Free Presbytery of Livine in Scotland by regara-
ing him, and to report the pesult to the Commission to be hereafier appointed.

r. Burns gave in the Report of the Committee on Sabbath
desecration, which was read.

The Synod agreed

Lo sustain the same 3, to reenrd, as they hereby doi their thanks to the Com-

dittee, especially to Dr. Burns for the interest taken in the objectof their ap-

bulntment : reappoint the Commuttec* with instructions to them to put forth

renewed exertions fur ¢counteracting and abating the prevailing sin of Sabbach
protauation,

0 motion made and seconded, it was agreed that the
Agency Committee for the ensuing year be ;
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@itted by mistake,
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The Moderator, Clerk of Synod, Dr. Burns, Dr. Willis, Mr. Gale, (Con.
vener,) Mr. Robb, Mr. Wiglitman, ministers, with the' following gentiemen in
the City of Toronto, Mr. Jobn MoMurrich, Mr. James Shaw, Mr. Waltey
McFarlane, Mr. Samuel Spreull, Mr. James Leask, Mr. Jolin Laidlaw, My,
John Kay.

On motion made and seconded, it was agreed,

That four collections be made in all ‘congregations, and at ‘mission stetions,
during the ensuing year, according to the following scheme, viz ;—

I. French Canadian Mission, on ist Sabbath of September.
II. Synod’s Home Mission Fund, 1st Sabbath of December,
111, Synod Fund, 1st Sabbath of March.
IV. Foreign Missions, (Free Church) Ist Sabbath of June.

And Presbyteries are earnestly enjoined to use their best endeavours, aye, and
until some general Synodical plan for the ‘susréntation of the Ministry, or aid of
weak congregations, be in operation—to promote and establish within ‘their
own bounds, as they may severally see fit, fands for the sustentation of the minis.
try, or for the aid of weak congregdtions, and report to the next meeting of
Synod.

The Synod appeinted the following members to be their
Commission for the ensuing vear, to attend to the matters re.
ferred to them, and watch over the general interests of the
Church, viz:

The Moderator and Clerk of Synod, Messrs. Mackenzie,
McColl, Robb, Bayne, Stark, Dr. Willis, Dr. Burns, Messrs,
Gale, McLeod, Roger, Smith, Burns, Gregg, Boyd, McMurray,

Wardrope, Duncan, and Henry, ministers, and Messrs. Allen,
McLellan, Clark, Osborne, Davidson, Blain, Alex. Gibb, Wal.
lace, Weylie, Hall, Harstone, Fife, Hon. J. McDonald,

Stewart, Redpath and Hettrick, elders,

The Commission to meet in Toronto, on the 16th day of
October, at 12 o’clock, noon.

The Synod agreed

To record their thanks to the friends in Toronto, for the Christian hospitality
received at their hands by the ministers and elders of the Synod, during the meet-
ing in Toronto, and specially o H. Miller, A. McGlashan, John Laidlaw, and

Walter Macfarlane, Esquires, for their devising and carrying out arrangements
by which that hospitaliry had been made available,

The Synod further resolved

That their cord:al thanks be tendered to Dr. Burns, the minister, and to the
eld=re and trusiees of Kioa’s Church, for the comfortable accommodation enjoyed
by the Synod, in that Church, during its present sessions,

Business being finished. the Moderator briefly addressed the
Synod. After prayer, and singing a part of the cxxii. Psalm,
the Moderator announced that the next meeting of Synod
would be held at Kingsion, on the first Wednesday of June
next, at Eleven o’cluck, A.M. ;

At Three o'clock, I’M., the Synod was closed with the
apostolical benediction. ¢
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