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ORIGINAL COMMUNICATIONS.

ArT. XI.—d case of Intestinal Obstruction. By N. Bernuxg, M.D.
Toronto.

Francis , et 43, ostler at an innin this city, aman of well
knit frame and strong constitution, was seized on the night of June 30 and
July 1st instant, with violent pain in the epigastrium, and consiant vomiting
of dark bilious matter containing a large quantity of mucus plentifully
streaked with blood. The pain was increased by pressure—no tension of
the abdominal parietes—tongue clean, pulse natural, skin hot and per-pir-
ing—urine scanty, turbid and high coloured—bowels constipated. 1le was
sitting in the bed, his head resting upon his knees. I had attended this
patient on two previous occasions; onee in Feb. 1851, and latterly m June
of the present year ; on each oceasion obstinate constipation was the chief
symptom, and was relieved in the course of five or six days by vencsection
and the more active aperidnts. In the present instance however, notwith-
standing the free abstraction of blood both by the lancet and by cupping,
the exhibition of the most powerful purgative medicines, the employment
of enemata, simple and medicated, and the introduction of the long tube
into the colon, nothing passed but a few scybala on the 8th day.” The
symptoms gradually increased in intensity, stercoraceous matter being ejected
with the fluids vomited. Dr. Hallowell saw him with me on the 9th day.
The long tabe was again introduced, and the colon well washed out with a
weak solution of the inspissated ox-gall, and purgatives again exhibited—
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all however with no effect,  Symptoms o enterie inflammation supervened
on the 10th day. Drs. Widiner and Hallowell in consuitation.  Great ten-
derness of the abdomen, chiefly in the course of the colon.  Ie was bled
from a large orifice, in the upright postare, Gl symptoms of syncope were
apparent, and afternards immersed in the warm bath.  The pain was
shghtly relieved in consequence. 11t day. 9 a. a0 Ie was lying upon
his back perfectly incohierent—constunt moaning—surface cold and clammy;
vomiting at intervals of bilious matter and storeor—bawels unrelieved—pulse
very feeble 130, Ordered st eneina of colil brandy and water, and to take
brandy by the moutlt in mederate quantity. 8 p. M. was conscious, pulse
120 and much finer—Iying upon his fhce—conntenance expressive of
most intense anxiety—retehing constant—ordered a pill composed of a grain
each of calomel and opinm every Jth hour, and a bolus of 8 grains of the
inspissated ox-gail every seeond hour.  To tuke nothing else by the mouth,
excepting an occusional sip of cold water, and o have an injection of a
quarter of a pint of strong beuf-tea and port wine every three hours.

12th day—passed a small amount of pale uid foeees about 7 oclock
last evening ; to day he has had several evacuations of tue same character,
amounting in the aggregate to one quart and a half.  Less anxiety of coun-
tenance, pain on the decrease; pulse firm 113 urine in larger quantities ;
stomach much less irritable,  To continue the medicines—the gall at inter-
vals of three hours,

13th day—IJias had two evaenations of a dark greenish colour—pulse
96. Suill a good deal of tenderness about the umbiliens.  To take a little
beef-tea by the mouth, and to discontinue the enemata. The rest of the
medicines as before.

14th. The bowels have been freely relieved, the foeces passing abundantly
in a pulpy form—no pain whatever—pulse 80—thinks he is well enough
to walk about. To discontinue the remedies, and to take an ounce of castor
oil.

15th. Feels perfectly well—but rather weak—ordered tonics.

From this time he rapidly recovered.

A few remarks may not be out of place here. The obstruction was
undoubtedly caused by impacted feecal matter. It was probably in the
small intestine, for there was no evidence afforded by manipulation of the
abdominal parietes of any mass of a size sufficient to obstruct the large
cylinder of the colon. This is moreover shown to a certain extent by the
easy introduction of the flexible tube, and the ejected enemata being
perfectly untinged by frecal matter. We have a valuable diagnostic sign
in the quantity of urine excreted, as pointed out by Dr. Barlow, of Guy's
Hospital. Speaking of the quantity as indicating the situation of obstruction
in constipation, that gentleman observes, that m those cases “ where there
existed a perfect obstruction in the upper part of the small intestines, there
was almost a total suppression of urine *; where there was a diminution in
the calibre of the canal in the same situation, the urine was diminished in
quantity ; and where the small intestines were free, and the obstruction was

* Dr. Stokes, in his work on the Practice of Medicine, has called the attention of
Pathologists to the fact that, in ileitis, suppression of urine was onc of the most
prominent signs.
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seated in the colon, the urine was very abundant. If then we regard this
statement of facts merely in a diagnostic point of view, as aiding us in
determining the probable seat of obstruction in the alimentary canal, it will
not be without its use; for every symptom must now be considered impor-
tant which can help us to decide a question, the answer tu which will go
far towards determining the expedicucy of endeavouring to relieve un
insurmountable obstruetion by surgical operation.”

I am happy to be able to furnish this to the many instances related by
Allnat, Vanderpool and others, of the wonderful efticacy of the ox-gall in thos
form of ohstruction. I camnot do better than quote Dr. Clay's remarks
upon the modus operandi of this valuable agent: 1le says, * If 1 were asked
how the inspissated gall acts, so as to procure a more svluble state of the
feecal mass, I should say distinetly neither as a laxative, purgative, nor
drastic, all such producing to a greater or less extent a stunulus to the
intestinal coats, exciting them to propel their contents, and to excite an
extra secretion from the exhalants*  (The Jatter activn, however, in my
mind, is rather questionable.) Suvch is the generally allowed operation of
the various degrees of cathartic medicines, and the common consequence
arising from taking such is nausea, sickness, griping pains, &e., more or less,
according to the character and duse of the medicine employed.  Inspissated
gall, on the contrary, produces not the slightest puin or sickness, and yet a
motion can with equal or greater certainty be relied upon, and that in a
form most easy and natural for propuldon. It is evident its action is not as
a cathartie, but as a direct solvent to the accumulated hardened feecal mass,
the consequence of deficiency of quality or quantity of bile in the alimentary
canal ; as such its effects may be produced without pain or uneasiness,
which would not be the case if its actiun was on the principle of cathartics,
&e?

There is another important point in conmection with this agent, which
is spoken of by, I think, all who have turned their attention to it. 1 allude
to its power of nullifving the constipating effects of opium. It is abun-
dantly proved in the case before us, where the patient took a grain of opi 1
every fourth hour for nearly three days. I shall conclude by quoting Dr.
Allnat’s remarks upon this subject. * The constipating effect of opiun,” he
says, “is principally produced by its action upon the liver, the secretion of
which it arrests and renders jusufficient fur the due stimulation of the
alimentary canal. In many cases this is a serious drawback to the exhibi-
tion of opiwn, for we often require its sedative, when its constipating effects
would be sufliciently injurious to preclude its use. Tive or eight grains of
inspissated ox-gall will neutralize the effect of a grain of opium, without
destroying its sedative eflicacy. It also prevents in a great measure its
injurious action upon the brain.”

_" Dr. Addison, some years ago, in the Physical Society of Guy's Hospital, when the
subject of constipation was being discussed, remarked that he had in several instances
found drastic purgatives perfectly useless. while the frequent exhibition of milder
aperients, such as olive oil, was attended with the best results.
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ART. XI1.—-On the Proxomate Cavse of Inflanvnction. By Cpar-
Les Ronts, M. D., Wardeville, C. W,

Previously to lenving Bueland, L published an article on the fore-
ging subgpeet i the Loadun Medial nned Surgieal Jonrnal, edited at
that tyme by Dr. McLeod.  The pecaliar deetrmie T hold on tns pa-
thological puiat. was therein generally explavaed, nor s the exper-
ence of any subsequeat years, altered m any respect my opimtons
thereon.  The Loudon journals have not lutherto been very exten-
sively eircalated awongst the medieal prictinoners of this country,
and I daresuy the theory will be as new to them as af 1t had never
been priated.  Prasung that it may prove as aeceptable, and anxious
as fur s [am able to elucudate every disense connected with the hu-
man frame, [ will agum enter on the disenssion with the advantages
that years of experience have added simee 1 wrote the former paper.

Beture eutering on the wnediate subjeet of ths artiele, 11 will
perhaps be advisable to make sume passing remarks upon the discase
of Inthummation itself, ikewise on its remote canees 3 so that the sub-
Jeet being made cuntinuous, mught be better understoad by the genera-
hity of readers, at the same time that 1t will afford me a better oppor-
tamity of offeriug sume passing remarks upon the generally recerved
doctrimes of the day.

Intlammation 1s defined and generally understood to he that state
of a part m which 1t 1s painful, hotter, redder, and somewhat more
turgad than s natural 5 whieh typreal symptows, when present in any
consderable degree, ur when they affect very sensable parts, are atten-
ded with fever, or a general diseased action of the system.

This definition is correct, with the exception of the second symp-
tom, whiclt is not accurately so, and may lead an mexpenenced per-
son to fulse impressions. It is well known by the profession that Mr
John Huuter tried varwus experiments to ascertain whether the sensi-
ble calone was augmented m Inflammation, and the resnit of them
all was, that it was not so.  With this conclusion before us, 1t would
be more accurate to say, or rather to define this second symptom of
Inflammation,  a sensation of increased heat.’

Inflammation is generally divided into healthy and unhealthy.
‘These terms I cannot approve of, because they are apt to mislead, and
more especrally as, according to Mr Iunter's theory, Inflammation 1s
supposed to be a process set up by nature in many cases for the rege-
neration of diseased or damaged parts  This doetrme T cannot recon-
cile to my mind ; nor can I conceive that one of the most fatal of dis-
eases can, 1n any case, be called a healthy process. I think the term
misapplied, apt to lead the mind to wrong conelusions, and, conneet-
ing the pluse with Mr Hunter’s peculiar doctrines, very frequently to
wreng practice. I do not wish by any means to carp at a word ; but
T do wish, that as ideas are received into our mmds frequently by
words, that these words should in all cases convey a true and correct

meaning.
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The neat dovsion of Inthunmation 15 mto acute and chronic.
This divison s atuest as ol as the seience ot medicwe jtself, and
hos obtane d the s ietion of e bestsuegieal writers. Yet am I con-
vinee D that it Shoadd ieever hase been auade, and that the doetrine 18
foraded oy errore What s the idea, let e ask, that the term “acute
wlanun ™ wonld convey to the mind ol @ young man  just come
mencitg s roatine of medical studies 7 Is 1t not that of a violent,
ageravated form of iseuse, wlnch the mure expenenced practitioner
will tell hunt s ot stich @ nature that it must, 1 the ordmary course of
things, run its duration i a short periwd 1 The system cannot endure
this long continnance.  What 15 the wdea he will term then of chronze
Inflannation ! Coetanly, thut as before, it 15 a violent, aggravated
form ot disease, wlndh, i the form of acute, the system 1s unable to
endure tor any leusthened period 3 but when the word “ chronic” is
added, Loao ! bebold, 1t can be endured for an unlimited tume,—such
mame 1> there oo e, deam 1 osay 1 do not wish to carp at
words 5 L ouly olject ecause when nusplaced, they convey a wrong
ety and becinse L well satishied that Intlannnation (accompamed
with all the syoiptowss by which the disease 15 detined) can, and does
ouly exaist 1 the o ract focalery 1 which 1t takes its ongin, for @ Limat-
ed porod, and therdtore should always be tenimed an acute disease, to
the utter exclusion ot the word * chrone”  With these few passing
remarks. we proceed to the remote canses of Inflammation.

These are generally dinvaded 1to two general classes.  The first
meludes all snel azents as operate by their stmulant or chemical qua-
htiess for mstance, Cantliarides, heat, &e.  The second class are those
wlueh wet meclaeadly, such as brases, wounds, &e. To these
would add a tlurt canse, viz., cold, applied directiy to the part.  The
prnciple on whicl this becomes a remote cause of Inflammation, I
will eudeavour to explam mats proper place.

Now, in any theory endearoring tu point out the proximate cause
of this diseuse, vanvas points st be borne i mmnd 5 and that theo-
1y, to b entitled to credence, st gne an explanation not only of
the leading symptoms pres:ut in foflanmation, but also 1t must show
the chawn by wiuch the proximate 1s counected with the remote or ex-
eting eauscs, and likewise with the subsequent symptoms which er-
ther mvariably or veeasivnally accompany st.  Let us sce, first, whe-
ther any of the lutherto promulgated doctrines will bear this test,  If
not, they are certaunly wceorreet, and not worthy of credence.

Passing by the most antiyuated of the doctunes on this subject.

The celebrated Boerihave imaguied the proximate cause or In-
flammation to cuusist 1 an ubstructon of the extreme vessels, caused
by an wnusaal tluekness or viseidity of the bloud 3 which viserdity or
thiekness he tauzht wus produced by dunrhea, perspration, or any
other cause which uught Le sappusad 10 be an agent.  Another of his
doctrines was what e termed wn error fuce. produced, for wstance, by
a cheek of the porspirativn; which bewg retumed, dilated the vessels,
and allowed the red globules to enter, and produce a more permanent
obstruction.

As regards the first of tiese 1deas—that 1s, the doctnine of viscid-
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itv—how 15 1t possible that this can be admitted as n correct idea.
Suppose a spark of fire to tuach the tunen cunjuactive, or suppose
with a ucedle we prick the web of a frog’s foot, or take any other de-
licately sensible purt of the budy, and suddenly appiy @ powerful sti-
mulus : the consequence s Inthkunmation excited alicst ju an nstant,
What has this to do with visendaty ot e blowd U How will qesadity,
moreover, account fur zacreused action 1 the seasution of nereased
heat? the bright seartet appearanee of tue part § which should rather
be of a dullish leaden hue. were viscranty tie cause . the pawn, or exci-
ted sensation, which showid rather be dided, than exalted—the gencer.
al febrile symptoms winett otten attend T and the frequent destraction
of the part from over-excited actionl  Viseadity will never account
for these.

‘The error loci, 100, arising from the obstruction to perspiration, is
an equally untenable doctrine. 11 I upderstand it anght, cvery time
any part of, or even the whole budy, 15 eaposed to a sudden check of
perspiration, so oiten must intammation fulluw.  Suppose, fur instanee,
the hand at auy tume to be cuvered with pusspuratory mosture, every
pore of the skin open, dilate, aml perspuning ireely, the hand 1s
suddenly plunged mto coid water, the persparation s imniediately
checked ; dilation ot the extreme vesseis should nunediately oceur;
error loce and Inflammation: how absurd and how untrue is tlus. Do
we not know that 1t 1s a common practice with sume nations, the Rus-
sians m particular, to Jeave thewr warm butlis (every pore of the euts-
cle pouring out perspiration), and roll themselves m suow, alternately
repeatng the bath and the snow for hours together 7 and this they do
with mpumtv, notwithstandmg that every change frum the une to the
other should, accordme to this doctrine, excite Intlammation from
head to foot. In fact the idea 1s absurd 5 the theoury tuu confined ; the
error loct 1s true enough—we all can observe that—but the cause of
that error loc: can never be explained by such a suppusition.

Dr. Cullen attributes the proximnate cause vi Inflammation to a
spasm of the extreme arteries, supporting an mcreusad action in
the course of them; and further he gous on to say, * the vis medica-
trix natura increases still more the acuon of the vessels.™ Ilis own
words ran thus: «A spasm of the extreme artesies, suppurting an in-
creased action in the ceurse ot them, wmay therciure be cousidered
as the proximate cause ot Inlammauon, at leust in all cases not
ansmg from direct stimuhi apphied.™ Let us explun this doctnine
by other language, and see how 1t will read. It 15 adimtted by all
that in Inflammation the red particles of blood have forced their
way 1nto 2 channet through which they do not flow naturally. In
short, according to the school term, tirere 15 an ersor loct, and in
this ervor loct consists the essence ot the disease ; indeed, when
once effected, Infltammation exists n all its essentials. But Dr. Cul-
len says this error loc:. or congestion, 1s the cause of the spasm.
How, then, can the spasm be the cause of its cause—that is, the
congestion? The idea 1s altogether fonnded in error, and Dr. Cullen
has totally forzotten the relative situations of cause and effect. In
homely language, he has put the cart before the horse. After all,
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there is but Little vanation between his and Boerchave's theories j—
one uses the werl obstruction, produced by chiecked pespiraticn ; the
other, spasm produced by congestion.

Mr. Juhn Ueater’s opunons, Like many uthers he promulgated,
were certamly onginal, and very ingemous i but alas, they want pro-
bability to endorse them.  According to hum, Inthanmation 1s to be
considered only a disturbed state of parts, wlich*requires a new but
salutary mode of actin, to restore thew to that stute wheremn 2 natu-
ral mode of action alune is necessary.  Mr Hunter's meamng, m Ing
varous wntings, 15 often vbseure, and the pusage guoted above par-
takes of the same tault. If I anderstand 5t anght, it s thas :—In-
flammation 15 a salutary process set up by nuture to restore imjured
parts to a natural state of action.  Let us follow out this doetrme to
is leaitunate conclusion, and sve what it will come to. A person
walks out on a windy dayv : o little dust Llows mto hus eyes: they be-
come mflamed, and the man s contined to s house toy three or four
weeks, undergoing the salntary process of nature—that s Intflamma-
tion 5 to get rid of a httle dusty that 1s the disease.  Another pricks
s tinger, perhaps under the nail 3 the part idlanies 3 that s the pro-
cess of nature, to cet rid of the prch on the tinger, and the patient
pouttices, and applies Wticas, bot and cold, phiysics and purges, and
contines humselt to hus house tor perhaps weeks, For what! Why,
to snbedue the <alatary process winch nature had set up to mend the
onginad injury —the prick on the finger. Venly, nature takes a very
ronnd ahont way to work oceasionally ., il Intlannuation be vne of her
salntary process s for restoring daunaged parts. No, ne. The theory
1s injurious, as all My Hunter's theciwes were 5 but at s useless to tell
Physicians of this generation, that Inflammation. with all ats terress,
and its frequently fatal terimmations, 15 « salutary process set up by
nature to repar an injury which, in fuet, were {reyuently no myury
at all, were 1t not followed by this rery salutary process of nature, to
wlich is to be attributed the mujor part of the accompanymg de-
rangements. How can such a doetrine be trae?  What mjary, 1 ask,
wounld a bullet frequently do in the aldumen, were 1t not for the In-
flammation which follows its presence there? What damage would
pe done to the lungs in many cases, were its presence there not fol-
lowed by violent Inflammation? or what njury would a ball do n
the bram itself, were it not for the intense irritation excited by 1ts
presence, which, perhaps, Mr Hunter would tell us 1s nature’s sa-
lutary process to get rid of 16?7 It may be, buat the cure is worse than
the disease.

Mr. Hunter goes on to remark, « The act of Inflammmation 15 to
be considercd as an increased action of the vessels, wiuch, at first,
cansists simply in an mncrease or distension beyond their natural size.
This erease seems to depend upon a dumninution of the muscular
powers of the vessels, at the same time that the clastic power of
the artery must be dilated in the same propustion.”

Mr. Hunter has in this theory fillen upon the same fact us
both Boerrhave and Dr. Cullen; that .., that tli: extreme vessels
are dilated, but he has assigned diffe..at canses for 1t. Boerrhave
supposed it produced by obstruction, Dr. Cullen by congestion, and Mr.
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Hunter by o dimnution of the muscular powers of the arteries, ut the
same time that the vessel 1s dilated, and the whole he atinlutes to a
necessary operation of nature.  Mr, Hunter has here fallen mto wuch
the same error as lus predecessorsy every one knows, because every
one can see (as I betore abserved) m any ease of Iutlammatien, that
the extreme vessels must be dilated, there bemg a passage athorded to
new particles of blood, which previously was not the case. But this 1s
not the question : the point of consideration is to cunnect the remote
and proximate causes in one chim ; one must follow the other ; une
must explam the other, and it not, no ratwnal, reasunalle, inyestis
gating mind, wilt be sutisfied with a theory, Lt it be ever su plausi-
ble, or emanate from any man, however justly celebrated.  Now we
all know that one remote cause of Inflantation is stuuuliy we Lhe-
wise know that the mmediate effect of stunuli vn the Lhutan budy s
contraction of the musculur filre; contruction und enlargement are
certamnly not the snme.  How, then, can Mr Ilunter be carct? Tt
is impossible.

The last theory which I shaull notice in ths pupnr s the general
opinion of the day ; wiuch 1s, that an nescused wvetron o f the vessels
is the proximate cause of the disease of Winch we are treuting. M I
understand increased action 1 the huau systan nnelit, and of thes
be any other than a vaniation of the old theunies, theu nanst Le with
increased action, mcreased musculanty ; in otlur wonlds, mcreased
action 1 an mflamed part, must purtuke of tucreased wiecular w ton,
Now, muscular action pruduces cuntraction, and if cantriction of the
vessels affected m Inflanmation, be brought to a cmtenwal ~tate of
contraction by thus mereased actwn, how )5 1t possible that thivt state
of distention can ever take place by wluch the old particles of bloed
are allowed to enter? It s imposable,

I do not consider it necessary to enter infu u wore lougthioned re-
futation of the ductrines we have pussed under ccusaliration. 1t waill
occur to every considerate nund that there s somietlung wauting;
some connecting hink to explamn cause and effect, whieh nerther ob-
struction, congestion, distension, nur tucseuseed action wll \u“.]y H and
until this be furmished, we shall still e at a luss in giving any ration-
al explanation of the pronmmate causes of Inflammation.  To affird
this is the object I have m view i publislung tlus pagur, and T will
now proceed to attempt it: st 1s fur the profission to judge whether
satisfactorily or not.

I premuse that Inflammation mvariably onginates i the capillary
vessels.

‘That these capillaries, wiich nuturally du ot convey red-blood,
are the branchies given off’ frum trunks wlach do convey it.

That every vessel carrying red blood lus nunicrons cayillaries
branching frum it, of whih the red Bluud-vessel may be called the
trunk.

"That in every case of Inflammation, ture ur less in numher of
these capillanies are cunstriuned to convey red-purticles, wluch nate-
rally they will not do.

_ That the action of the heart, of the arternies, and of the capilla-
ries, combine to keep the whole voluuie of bloud iu a progressive state
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of motion ; and that this sction, produced by muscularity, when com-
bined with the vis-a-tergo, winch 1s pronounced by other concurrent
catses, are quute sutlicient to prevent any retrograde course in this flu-
id, aml m case an wsurmountable obstacle should occur, wall enable
it to find other channels by varous means, as we find exemplified
when any large vessel s tied.

The most certaun remote eauses of mflammation, and therefore
the best to argae upon, are stinulants, and the topieal application of
cold 3 as tor mstance, allowmg a prece of 1ce to dissolve 1 the mouth,
when I have Irequently observed to produce mtlummation of the ton-
sels almost mstantaneously,

Take now the siaplest ease which can oceur. Suppose with a
needle we prick the eye-badl, or the web of 4 froe’s foot, and mflame
mation ecenes,  What s the needle o this case! It 1s o stumulus:
that 12 the remote eause,  What effvet hus a stunalus on the part -
tated ! It produces contraction of the museular fibre.  Suppose the
partarritated to bo neapullary (as 1t must needs be tf our mucroseope
mtorms ns nehtly, the whole smiee of the body appearmg to be
composed of surl), wihat will be the effect produced ?

Of rour<e the couts coutract, and the diameter or calibre 1s for the
time dipunished.  Now, for sunplicaty™s seke, fet us call the trank of
this vessel (that 1y, 0 far st carnies red-blood) A, the wrtated capil-
tary B, and suppose two vther capuilaries, Cand B, to proceed from the
<o~ trimk, A, Wit will be the action produced dunung the period
that the effret of the stuiudus rentats we the capblary B2 It wall be
this s at the matant of the appheation ot the stunulus & cestan guan-
uty of thud arnves m the truuk A, to be transuutted through the ca-
pllaries B, C, D, wineh were exactly of sufficient diameter to allow
of the passage in thewr nutural state. But an obstacle 1s presented to
s fiee tiansmission ; oue of the capitharies 15 reduced e drameter;
it will not performn ats duty ; it 1s contracted; and will allow of
the passage of httle, perhaps none, vt the flind awaiting transmis-
sin. \What s the cousequence !t cannot retrogade 3 the vis-a-tergo
s oreater than the rossling powers of the two other capillanes; it
proeresses, and but o cvnsequence can tollow, and that 1s the en-
Inreement of the capillaries C and D to a safficient extent to allow of
the transimssion of the whole thud, that ss, of almost, or quite one-
third more than the natural quantity.  But the enlargement to this
extent of these capallaries, produwced by the vis-a-tergo apphied, must
allow of the passage to a certiun extent, not only of serous, but also
of the red-particles of Bood, because, 1f, i the natural state, a pas-
wage 15 allowed to the red-particles to a certan extent, and then fur-
ther progression is vuly stopped by 4 dunmution i the calibre of the
vessels, most certamly, when that calibre 1s enlarged, the red-parti-
cles will foree a way sv far as that enlargement will allow of their
transmission.  The cunsequence is that these tweo capillaries, C and
D, beeome engorged with red-pasticles, forced as it were mto them,
and not affording o ready passage to the same, the circulation in
them becomes labored, and to a certain extent retarded. Mean-
while the effect of the stmulus has been expended on the capilinty

X
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B, which immedately recovers its natural diameter; bint the engnree.
ment of the vessels Cand D preventing the free transnussion of the
amount of lund which arnves at the trunk A, an unuaml quantity
now awails transmussion thruugh the capillary B. This vessel, m
consequeince, becotnes annaturally distended, having given in s tum
adnussion to red-particles. The presence of these particles in the en-
pularies 1s sundar to that of extraneons matter ; they act on them as
a stmuus, and produce w coutructed efiort on thewr part to nd thein-
selves of thew presence. The nervous system partakes of the loeal
excitement 5 the transuussion of red-blood through parts imnsed to ns
presence, brings withe it o larger amount of calorie in a mven space of
tune than 1s habitual to ity wnd the tuturation which s pertieles mn-
dergo 1n the laboured activu of the capillaries combines by renderme
W free, to muke 1ts accuinulated presence sensible to the nervons system

Tiie undue exertement of this. (the nervous) system, produces the sen-
sation of pain; and the eugurgwent of the capillaries, the swelling
attendant on the disease ; und the moment these symptoms are alto-
gether present, that wovment does the disease exist in its varions cha-
ractenstics, let its extent be greater or less.

To be as concise as pussible in the explanation of my ideas con-
certung the subject under disvussion, I have supposed only one tynnk
and three capitluries to be affected, and the stimulus, or remote canse,
to be the shghtest pussible, Lut the intelhgent reader will enaily per-
cewe that the same theury will apply where the primary vewels <.
mulated are hundreds ur thousands, and those primarily pregorged ten
times the number.

Cold (topically applied) is another cause of Inflammation. Let
usg consider 1t under the action of this agent. It might operate in two
ways ; either producing its effect (contraction of @ part) by the mpul
evolution of calone, which 1n its passage acts as a stimmlvs, in 2 s1-
mular way to the remote cause of action considered in the former pa-
ragraph, or its eflect nught depend on its astringent or contracted pow-
ers.  Beat which it may, the consequence when apphied (say to the
capilary B) wall bc the same as in the former case, contraction— that
13, dumnution of its cabibre.  The capillaries C and D will hecome
engorged us befure 5 the vissu-tergo by this means being much inereas-
ed, will overcome (it not previvusly cffected by the withdmwal of the
cause) the contracted state of the capillary A, which in s furn be-
comung mgorged with red-particles, the whole phenomena of the dis-
case, as i the furmer case (when a stimulus was applied), will fidlow.

It will here be scen that T differ to a certain extent from My
Buras, m the explanaton be gives on the operation of cold, as a re-
mote cause of preducing Tuflenunation. He says, « Cold may bhe ap-
plied m such a degree, and for such a length of tine, a5 10 dectroy the
vitahty of the part directly, in which case sloughs are finnd.  Se-
condly, 5t inay be applicd m « less degree, ur for & shorter time ;3 and
aflerwards a stmulant, such as heat, may be applied, which will ex-
aite Inflammation (and this he has endeavored to explain the rise of.
by suggesting cold, as the remote canse), thereby the vitahty of the

rt bemg dmunished, and giving o better chance to the simulus.
hwat, to ekert ats deloterious influence.””  But this explanation cannot
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be admitted, in some cases, as for instance in one I cited before, when
ire received into the mouth pruduces influnmation of the tonsils al-
most instantancously, and without the subsequent admission or apph-
eation of heat. It is true Mr Burns to @ certain extent 1s correct, as
for instance where a persun, from exposure to culd, for some tune, be-
comes almost benumbed, and is then suddenly brought before a warm
fire: in this case Inflammation frequently eusues; but 1t should be al-
ways borne in mind that it is the sudden exposure to heat which acts -
as a stimulus, operating on an organization depressed in its vital pow-
ers, vrhich, in this case, is the remote cause of the Juflammation—not
the cold, which has merely acted in depressing the vitatity, and would
not have caused infkunmation to ensue had it not been for the subse-
quent application of a stimulus.  TUnder this idea I do not perceive
that Mr Burns has given any explanation of the uperation of cold as
a remote cause in the production of the discase.

Of the second class of canses producing this disease, and winch
are supposed to act mechanically, one is Wounds. I am not altoge-
ther disposed to acquiesce in the general opinion that a wound acts
merely as a mechanical cause in producing Inflanunation. I feel
more inelined to the belief that by this wouad, or 1 the production of
it some stimulus is applied to the vesscls concerned, whereby the dis-
case, as in the former case, is produced. Wounds are generally in-
flicted by metallic instruments, and if a small necdle prick m the eye-
ball will produce Influnmation by the stunnlus afivrded, I cannot per-
veive why a large knife, or larger sword, may not do the same.
Wounds generally make a discontinuation in some part of the body,
and give free admission to atmospherie wr. particles of dirt, and other
extrureons matter.  These are all stimuh to the muscular fibre.
Wonnds are often badly dressed, and irritating appheations used.
These are again stimult to Inflammation.  Wounds ofien penetrate
the abdemen, or thorax, and give egress to urine, to fieces, and other
extrancous matter.  These are all stunuli, and quite sufficient to ac-
connt for the origin of Inflammation, withvut supposing auy mechan-
iral canse to be brought into operation.  Under these circumstances,
wherever Inflummation takes place, consequent on a wound, I am
disposed to account for it on the supposition, that a stimulus has been
applied, in some shape or other, which stimulus becomes, as m the
first supposed case, the remote cause of the disease, and consequently
will range under the same class. The lust of the remote causes of
Inflammation which we shall take into consideration, is Contusion.
This is generally classed as a mechanical eause, but I am very doubt-
ful if it ever ucts in the direet way which is generally supposed, in
eXeiling the discase under consideration. My idea of the operation
of this cause in producing Inflammation is this. A contusion is in-
flicted on some part of the body ; injury and derangement is thereby
caused in the part affected ; extravasation of the blood, lymph, and
frequently disintegration of continuity ; vne uvr more of these causes
become, or give rise to formation of stimuli, which in turn becomes
the remote cause of the Inflammation. If my explanation be correct,
contusions should, as well as the causes already considered, be annex-
ed 1o the first cluss of causes.
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But 1 will allow that contusions may occasionally act as a me-
chanical remote cause, suz generis. If it ever do so, the modus oper-
andi I will thus explain. By the contusion, the red particles of blood
are impelled by an extraneous force (that is, the blow causing the
contusion), so that the capllaries more or less in the part cuntused
are mjected with them. A free circulation through thein by this
means bemng checked, the trunks of these vessels are immaturely en-
gorged ; to relieve which (and by the ussistance of the vis.a-tergu
already meuntioned in another part of this paper) an unusual quanti-
ty 15 thrown upon the capillarnes in the necrghbourhood of the con-
tusion, which becuming engurged, as in the case of cuntraction, form
stunuli ; true and verttable Inflammation s estublished in the neigh-
bourhood of the contused part, and all the symptoms of the disecase are
in attendance. .

I have now endeavoured to explaun how stimulants, cold (locally
apphed), wounds and contusions, Lecome the remvte causes of In-
flammation. It remains for me to say a few words before concluding
this part of the subject, on the production of fever, which is so gener-
ally present m any extensive Inflammation ; and I think it wall not
be difficult to trace the connecting hink betw ecn the topical and the
general symptoms which attend the malady. "We have already ex-
plamed how, on the operation of the remote causes being brought mto
play, the capillary vessels of the region affectcd bLecome engurged,
and consequently do not so freely ullow of the transmission of a tluid
through their cavities as when in a natural state.  The yoot or trunk
of these vessels we have lLkewise shown is excited to a throbbing
state of act.on, to relieve the dustention caused by the unusual quanti-
ty of flud awaiting transnussion. This trunk, therefore, to a certain
extent, becomes engorged, and the transmission of arterial blood te a
certain extent retarded in 1ts passage. The consequence is, that the
transnussion of arterial blood 1s again retarded i the vessel posterior
to this, that is in the section necarest to the heart.  This parl in its
turn acts or throbs more violently thanr usual to rehieve tself, and so
may we trace the whole phenomena i a retrograde course until we
arnve at the heart itself.  From this pomt there can be no retrograde
impulse. From it the blood must be propelled, and to effect this the
contractions are mcreased in frequency, to vvercome the engorgement
which otherwise would ensne.  This 1s one cause of the frequency of
the pulse in Inflammation, but not the only one.

‘We have before shown that when Inflammation sets in, there 1s
an engorgement of the capillary vessels in the part affected.  To re-
lieve thus, the vessels throb or act violently ; this is a state of unnatu-
ral excitement.  Accurding to a law of nature, nervous power is di-
rected to any part of the system for the time bLeing in a state of ex-
citement ; the nerves in the part are consequently i an excited state,
and thus state of the nervous system accompauies the excitement of
the artenal system 1n its retrograde course to the heart, from whence,
acting one on another (that 1s, the circulating system on the common
sensoriun, and the nervous on the circulating system). that ntense fe-
ver 1s produced which 1s so frequently the attendant of Inflammation.
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Of course if it (the Inflanumation) be greater, and the part affected
more sensitive, the fever will be more mtense. and rce versa.

I am afraid it would vecupy tov much of my readers’ time, and too
much space in the Journal fur vne article, to enter more to detwl on
the sulject before us. I will theretore conclude, by recaptulating in
a summary mannet, the cluet puints wiuch 1 have endeavoured to
contsent on, and the theury wlieh I have atteinpted to establish,
concerning the proxnnate cause of the disease belore us.

1st. By the term Inflammation ss generally understood that state
of a part it which it is puaniul, lLwtter, redder, and somewhat more
turgd than it nutweally 155 whieh symptoms, when present m any
considerable degree, « v atfeching very sensible parts, are attended with
fever, ur 2 general diseased action of the system.

I would prefer that the foregomg passage should read thus: « By
the terwt Inflameination is generally uuderstood that state of o part in
which it 1s paunful, redder, somewhat mure wrgid, and has a seasation
of greater heat, &e. &c.

ond. 'To the division of Inflammation mto healthy and un-
healthy T entirely object, as 1 cousuder 1t very likely to lead to wrong
conclusions and Wrong praviice.

3rd. 'To the term Chirvme Tiflammation T hkewse objeet, as T
do not believe that any discase (essentsaity trom is pature acufe) can
in the sume unmcdwate inadity becowre chrome, and any other inter-
pretation of the word chronee tends vnly to imslead.

4th.  To Buerthaves, to Cullens, to Huater's, and to the gener-
ally received theury of the duy, concermng the proxmmate cause of
Inflammation, 1w opposed 3 because they are based on ervor m the
first place ; because they donut trace the cham of cause and efiect to a
legitimate conclusion, secondly ; and because, turdly, they de not
account for the phenvmena wiich we every day witness, as attend-
ants on Inflamation. .

The theory I would propose to substitute ss this: That, as is uw-
ally allowed, the remote causes of Inflapuuation are stnnuh ; celd,
toprcally applied ; wounds and contusions.  That m every case m
which stimuls are the remote cause, contraction of the capillaries to o
greater or lesser amwunt, and m a ayeater or lesser number, 1« produ-
ced 5 that i comseguence the capilaries m the viemnty of the same
becurne engurged (as betore explamed) m the first place, and subse-
quently the capillaries prumanly acted on by the stunuh. In conse-
quence the trunks ot these vessels become engorged, and lobonrme to
relieve theiaselves of thenr wnnatural fead, the excitement 1 commu-
nicated step by step through the cirenlatory or nervous system. until,
with the topical symptoms of redness, par , turaidity, and sensation
of inward heat, 1s connected a pyrexia of greater or less mtensity,
affecting the whole body. As regards topical appheation being a
remote cause of inflamation, I have endeavonred to explain it, by
suppusing that the rapid evolution of caloric pradnced, may prove a
stimulus to the contraction of the vessels as 1 the former case 3 if so,
the phenvwena would be comilar.  Should it aet, however, only by
Its power of producing contracion, 1 see no difficulty m accounting
for its agency under this supposition ; as contraction of the calibrz of
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a certain number of capillaries more or less, produced suddenly, pre-
sents a similar state of parts to that before described under the head
of stimuli.

I am likewise of opinion, that extrancons matter produced by
contusions act as stumali in eases where Intlammation sueceeds.  But
it is possible that the injection of the capillaries produced by extrane-
ous force, may of itselt be sufficient in sonie cases to account for the
engorgement of the trunks of these vessels, which in tumn re-acting
more violently than usual, may produce over distention, and engorge-
ment of capillaries :n the viewty, and thus establish the disease.

In my next paper I will endeavour to make a few remarks on the
sequele of Inthunnation, viz.. resolution, suppuration, and gangrene.

ArT. XIL.—A Nete on the velue of Collodion in Scalies. By J. Bo-
veLL, M.D.

Several authors have ktely recommended Tur and futs as reme-
dies agatst Scabies, thewr action beng to exclnde atmospherne air,
and thus prevent the propagation of the disease. Uaving lately had
under my care some ageravated cases of Seabies, on wilueh the oils
and tar, &e., tated to make much mnpression, Colluion wis substitn.
ted with the most marked benetit, 1 vue case the disease had infes-
ted the budy so extensovely, that T was afraid to apply the Collodion
at once over the whole service, lest il effects should follow the occlu-
sion of so large a purtion of the cutanecons surfce. It was therefore
punted hrst over the chest, back, and arms, and then uver other af
tected parts on alicrnute days. At the end of the fonrth day the nf-
feetion was completely arrested, amd it was only necessary alterwards
to cover the hittle iolated pomnts which shewed themselves.

The Colludion of course ucts 1 sinular wanner to the fats and
unguents, bl mastech as it s a much more eleanly appheation,
patients of the better class who may happen to become affected with
Scabies, would prefer its employment.

s e e R e -



TORONTO, JULY 13, 1852,

MEETING OF MEDICAL PRACTITIONERS.

In accordance with the request contained in the Circular
addressed to the Profession by Dr. Wipmer, about seventy prac-
titioners assembled in the IIall of the Mechanies® Institute on
the first of July. In the minntes which are now published,
the list of names only shows fifty-two, but there were seve-
ral others present, who failed to give in their names to the Se-
eretary, although {requently requested to do so.  This may have
been a politic step on their part, as evincing a desire to shield
themselves from any responsibility attaching to the proceedings
of the meeting, and wa< cerlainly a more gracious way
of effecting this object than the course adopted by one individu-
al, who, after having given in his nawe the first day, and being
present at the organization of the meeting, and during a part of
the discussion, coolly requested oue of his friends on the second
day to desire that his name should be expunged from the records
of the proceedings. Iad the individual in question possessed
the hardihood to have attended and made the demand in person,
he would have witnessed, what we now endeavour to coavey a
faint idea of to his mind, the just indignation of every one pre-
sent, and have heard the well-merited castigation bestowed up-
on his unjustifiable and insulting request by one of the speakers.

Although there was considerable debate on the several
points raised during the proceedings, we believe that every one
will agree that the meeting passed oftf with harmony and good
fecling. Few, it would appear, anticipated such a goodly show
of Delegates, and all expressed themselves with satisfaction at
this the first occasion on which the Profession in the Provinee
had been brought together.

Toroxto, July 1, 1832,

Minutes of a Meeting held at the Mechanies’ Institute, by
the members of the Medical Profession, in compliance with a
Circular addressed to them by the Honble Dr. Widmer.
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Dr. Mewburn, of Stamford, addressing the meeting, stated
that as Dr. Widimer had called the Profession together, althongh
prevented from attending by indisposition, it was due to him that
his name should appear as their President. This proposition
was seconded by Dr. Lowe, of Darlington.

Dr. McQueen, of Brockville, then moved, seconded by Dr.
Grant, of Yorkville, that Dr. Mewburn be appointed Deputy
Chairman.

Dr. Smythe, of Brockville, moved, seconded by Dr. Badge-
loy, of Toronto, that Dr. Melville do act as Secretary.

The Secretary then read a note from Dr. Widmer, announ-
cing his diness, as also several letters from medical men, apolo-
gizing for their absence,

The Chairman then stated that as Dr. Widmer had sent an
Address which be had prepared, he should direct the Secretary
to read it, which was accordingly done.

GeNTLEMEX,~—It would have been niore agreeable to me if one of the young-
ef members of the profession had come torwaid it the prescut occasgon to mvite
vour atteation to the unpuitance of exerttny vurselves by a combimed ethort tor
anivhuratiug the condition ol the prectitivuers of medicine m this part of the
Proviace.

Penuit me to achnowledge thaukfully the courtesy which has prompted o
many of you to comply with )y request, tv assemble for the purpose ot
deliberating ou the subject.

I coutd not, I am convineed, have proposed for your consideration & matter
more wurthy of 1t, or yne wluch would be more hkely to secure your best
attention. 1 hope, theretore, the results of onr couference will be such as to
prove to the public at large that we entertain a desire to elevate the standard of
professional character, and by such meais to secure and cantirm that contudence
and respect without wiieb the practice of medicime s van ansluprofitable. 1
shail not intrade on your tume fuither than to assure yuu 1 have <tated tolly and
treely m the letter published convohiug this meeting, the motives which actu-
ated me i tahing such a step, as well as the reasons why Toronto was selected
as the pant of assembliag.  { do thus because [ learu withreziet an nepression
has gone abroad that the practitiwuers resdent i this oty seek to secure for
themselves a monoply ol control e the atfaes ot the contemplated corporation.
I can assure you that such an opinion 1s unfounded and unjust, and I think that
every one attetdnz here trom tue country will returu to thewr respective consti-
tuencies with minds completely satishied that the metropolitan practitioners are
zaticistent and earnest in thewr desire to promote the general wellare.  If 1t hap-
pens that the foitustuus carcumstances ot Toronte Leing the capital of the
Yrovince, and pussessing Schools of Medicine; as well as bemng the place of
meeting ot the present Medical Buard, should have been brought more promi-
nently before the public practitioners who reside here, and who are all more or
tess coucerned 1 these Institutivns, surely this will be recogmzed to be the
nataral and usual result of such combmed causes. It will be admitted, I think,
that such a result 18 far from objectienable, nay, is mdispensible to the efficient
working of any association that we may be successful i establishing, It 15 not
to be supposed that the country practitioner can always conveniently leave his
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home and practice to attend to the cischarge of his corporate duttes m a distant
place ; the onus of maragement will consequently tall upon those wdividuals
who are nearest to the seat of cenralization, and 1 do not presume any one
would sentously contemplate or advocate a peripatette college.

As we are now assembled, however, with the desie awd expressed ten~
tion of acting conscientionsly for our own wood, and the protection of the pubhe 3
let us strenuonsly and harmously set ourselves to work to carry out so landable
a design. )

I would recomnmend that out first movement should be directed to obtamng
an act of incorporation based upon the same principles as thuse granted to our
Brethern in Lower Canada.  We see our neighbqurs there, treated with hiberal
legislative enactments ; we have appht-d fritlessly tor the same nghts, and our
petitions have remained unheeded !~ We must reiterate onr attempt to acquire
equal justice, and not cease to agitate until we have attammed our object; for we
have night on our side, and we cannot fail to suceeed if we prociann that nght
with our united voices.

Having obtained an act ot incorporation, the first stepr to onr progre~s has
been accomphshed.  We shall then be enabled to form Bye-Laws to regulate
the preliminary education of the candidates tor legal power o pracuice.

This is a subject of the first importance, with a view to the general
mprovement of the rising members of the protessivon ; for without a kuowledge
of the ancient and some of the modern languages, together with an acquaintance
with the collateral sciences, the Student of Medicine cannot armve at that
elevated position in society, wluch should render hum a promunent me nber ot
the circle in which he is destined to move.

It is to be regretted that we find ourselves far behind our brethern in the
United States in the social intercommunication they so emuntently extubit,  We
may well endeavour to imutate them in this respeet; for the proceedings
of their varions State medical societies present an instructive lesson for our re-
gard. It is true, that obstacles ewst here, from the widely-extended suriace
aver which are spread the practitioners of this province, as contrasted with the
denser population of the cities, towns, and rural districts of our neighbors.  But,
I think, with a hitle management, and the cultivation of that generous teehng
amongst ourselves, which we do not disown, we might present a more anited
phalanx of professional adhesion than we now do.

One circumstance that will, no doubt, teud to promote ~o desuable an end,
has already been accomplished, nunly, the estiblishment of @ prifossonal
oarnal in this eity, the progress ot wiueh, [am happy to observe, i~ rapdiy
expandmg, from the tiny foun of @ pamnphiet, tothe goodly sized pens fical ;
contarung, as it advances, ghly uteresuing matter, destinedjo crrentate not
only throughout our own country, but where it has already been wecomniznd amd
noted—m our own fatherland.  If persvual communieation. tron one preatiar
sttuation, cannot be frequently enpoy ed, the membms ot the professinr have the
opportunity of discussing and mterchanumg opunons now, with adewiee of tier-
dom, through the channel of this urnal, which will materalhy fessen the
nconvenience of their widely-extended posttion 1 aud 1t s gratity i toobserve
how many have already availed themsclves of this advantage. It may aot he
out of place here, to remark upon the rapidly advancing progress ot the proy-
mee m population and wealth,

When [settled here, 35 years azv, the prospect was but httie encouragng 3+
and many were the moments of dvubt aud hestation with me. w hether § shouid
not commence a retreat from so unpromusurg a fiells bat energy, and the <pi-it
of endurance, came to my aid, and [ plulded on through the thei muddy trsets
of this exty, and the worse rouds of the rural districts,  Now, I inve to behold a
wealthy and populous commuunity, the e-tablishment ot & Uinversity, and two
effective schools of medical science, the mral distniets well suppaed with pro-
fessional aid, and the field expanding throughout the land toc the advantagoans
settlement of additional members! When I remark on the<e chauges sntce my

o
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first location bere, I cannot but congratulate you all, and the young beginners
most especiaily, on the altered prospects presented for their exertions 3 for al-
though, to them, the path may at presopt b as rugaged and ditheudt as the one 1
had fo travel, it is obvious that the ratio of improvement 1< fast advaneing; and
he that finds himeelf to-day in a remate and unpromeing position will, after a
short period, be surroundered by a population able and willug to reniuncrate
him for us services.

Quackery, gentlemen, 1 a bugbear that we need nat be afraid of, for, as
education is now, so happily, promising to be generatly dutused throughout the
masses, the public mind will 110 longer tolerate the a<sumption of the ignorant
pretender; and the well-educfted professional man wall be sure to obtain that
constderation which a diseermng comununity wall kuow he i entitled toreceive,

Gentlemen attending as Delegates from Counties, or other-
wise, were then requested to hand i their names to the Secreta-
ry. When the list was completed the following were ascertained
to be present.

Dr. Mewburn, Stanford, ' Dr. Comiineham,

Dr. Mackelcan, Hamilton, Dr, Hernd,

Dr. Long, amilton, Dr. Wholverton,

Dr. J. R. Cir, Bondhead, Dr. Qnirk,

Dr. Badgley, Turonty, Dr. OBrien, Toronin,
Dr. Nichol, Toronto, Dr. Hodder, 'Toronto,
Dr. Lowe, Whitby, Dr. Beammont, Toronto,
Dr. Bovell, 'Toronto, Dr. King, T'oronto,

Dr. Howe, Darlington, Dr. Fraser,

Dr. Merrick, Toronto, Dr. Trener, Toronto,
Dr. Crewe, Cookville, Dr. Crombie,

Dr. Paget, Thornhill, Dr. Wright, Marham,
Dr. Rees, Toronto, Dr. Hunter, Newmarket,
Dr. Gunn, Whithy, i Dr. Getkie, Bondhead,
Dr. Burnitt, Smith’s Falls, Dr. Moore,

Dr. Church, Granville, Dr. MeGill,

Dr. Cotter, Toronto, Dr. Tempest,

Dr, Turquand, Woodstock, Dr. Langstaff,

Dr, Dallas, Palermo, Dr. Darie.

Dr. Garduer, Dr. Parsons,

Dr. McPherson, Caledonia, Dr. Pass, Barrie,

Dr. Grant, Yorkville, Dr. Jarron, Dunnviile,
Dr. Telfer, ‘Toronto, Dr. Mitehell, Dundas,
Dr. Barnhart, Streetville, Dr. Tneker,

Dr. Macklem, Chippewn, Dr. M. Queen,

Dr. Bown, Hamilton, Dr. Smythe, Brockville,
Dr, McMicking, Chippewa, Dr. Hipks,

Dr. Bethune, Toronto, Dr. Petch,

Dr. O’Briex then proposed the question as to whether this
meeting was to be considered an open one or not. Whereupon
Dxr. McKercan moved, seconded by Dr. Jarron :

1. That this mecting be considered an apen one, as reeards the
members of the Press or any other gentlemen desiring to be present;
but that the proceedings themselves be confined to qualified members
of the profession.—Carried.



LEditurial Depart ment, 111

Dr. O'Briex then moved, seconded by Dr. Temrest :

2, That thus mceting belicves that suine Legsslative enactment
for the incorporation of” a College of Physwnws and Surgeons, com-
posed of the legally gualiticd practitioners of Medicine m the Upper
Provinee, is mdispeisable for the mantenance of those rights wiich
are enjoyed by them i the Sister Provinee and in the Mother Country.

1* was moved in amendment by Dr. Jarroy, secunded by
Dr. Faaser:

«“Lhat the existing Acts of the Darliunent of the late Provinee of
Tpper Canada (3%, Geo. 3nd, chiap. 13, and Sth, Geo. Ak, chap. 3) for
regnlating the practice of Physic, Surgery, and Midwitery m that
Province have become unsinted to the state of the country, and
altogether madequate to sevire to the comnunty a supply of properly
edncated practitioners; that it 1> advisable and necessary that these
acts should be repealed, and provisivns made by the Legislature for the
edneation of niedical practitivners, for preseriling o proper curniculum
of study to be follvwdd by all aspirants to the medical protession ; and
that the conduet, goneral attaninents, and medweal knowledge of such
aspirants should be tested by vne or more exsnunations, by a board of
conipetent men, befure o License to practice the professwn m the Prov-
ince should be granted.

« And it s further necessary to define and fix the terms on which
a hiberty to practice the medieal profession 1 thas Provimee should
be granted to individaals enjoyiny such pravileges ar any part or place
m Great Britain and Ieclund, o virtue of a Medieal Degree from any
of their loeal Colleges, or @ Daploaia, ur hieense to practce the several
departments of the profession {rom loeal bodies authurisnd to grant the
<ie; amd also that the tarms on wlieh foreigners or others holding
loeal rights to practwe the profession by vartue of any generad or local
armngements of forcira cotntries should be adoutted to practice the
profession in this country.”

The amendment was then put and lost.

The original motion was put and carried.

Dr. Terrer moved, seconded by Dr. PAGET:

3. Tha* such Act of Incorpuration should vest s the members of
the prelession the eatiie wenwzament of therr own witersal govern-
ment. —That the Corporation should deteryuue the prelunmrary edueca-
tion of candidate pupils, the duration and course of study, and the
qualifications for License, should conduet and ake the exanumation
for heense, and regulate and coutrol the conduet ot ats members,

It was moved in amendmnent by Dr. McPherson, seconded
by Dr. R. J. Guwy:

“That it is necessary to provide for the reguletion of the wedical
profession, aad that wewas should be atforded w hereby those who have
been examined, aml found skillful, by competent authonity, may
be known from ignorant aud wnshillfid pretenders to the same Kiow-
ledge.”

Amendment logt.  Resolution cawried.
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«That the titles of all medical practitioners at present in this
Provimee, who are legally anthorized to pructice the several branches
of the profession, and ot all students awd others who shall afterwards
be tound legally entitled to pracuiee, by the nuthurity appointed for that
purpose, shall be aniform.”

It was moved by Dr. Kivg, scconded by Dr. Orr :

4. 'That a petition to the three branches of the Legislature be pre-
pared, and cirenlated for sighature among the members of the profes-
sion, praying for such an Act ot Incorporation as has been already
granted to onr brethern m the Lower Province; and that Drs.
McKelean, Turquand, Lowe, Mewburn, Badgley, Bovell, Church,
Smyth, the Charrman, Deputy Chasrnian, and Seeretary ex officio, be n
Committee to dratt and prepare the same.—Carried.

It was moved by Dr. McKercan, scconded by Lowe :

5. That the Commnttee be mnstrueted to draw up the petition
accordance with the resolntion,—Carried.

It was moved by Dr. Smyrue, seconded by Dr. Lowe:

6. 'That this neeting do form atself into n voluntary association, to
be called the Provineial Association of Physicians and Surgeons of
Upper Canada; and that the same Conunittee appointed under the 4th
resolution be regucsted to draft a ende of By-Laws for the government
of the Asseciation.—Carried.

The meeting then adjourned until 10 o’clock to-morrow.

Joux Mewsurn, Deputy Chadrmun.
Hexry MeLviLLe, Secrelary.

Toeroxre, July 2, 1852.
Minutes ol a Meeting held by adjournment from the 1st in-
stant, of the Medical Profession of Upper Canada.
Dr. Mewnurx took the Chair at 10 o’clock, A. M. The
Minutes of the last meeting were then read and confirmed.
The Secretary then read the Report of the Committee ap-
pointed to draft a Petition to the Legislature :—

Your Commuttee appomted to draft @ Petition to the three branches of
the Legslature, based upon the Resolutiuns pussed at the sitting
of yesterday, beg to report the fulluw ing draft of the same:

To His Excellency the Earl of Elmn and Kincardine, &c., §c.,

Gueernor General, §c., §r.

The humble Petition ot the undersigned, duly licensed Practitioness
i Medaeine, residing i Upper Canada—respectfully sheweth = —
That while in the Lower Province the members of the Medical

Profession are incorporated by an Act of the Provincial Legislatare,
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passed in the 10th year of Her Magesty’s reign, chap. 26, ntituled, An
Act to meorporate the members of the Medical Profession m Lower
Canada, and regulate the study and pructice of Physic and Surgery, no
such provision exists for the Professin i Upper Canada.

That, from the want of such proper Legislative enactment, the
Profession of Medicine m Upper Canada does not enjoy equal advan-
tages with their brethren in Lower Canada.

That such an Act of Incorpuration, if passed for the Upper Pro-
vinee, wotld have the effeet of placing the Profession on a better foot-
ing, by enabling the College tu mise the standard of edueation, and by
such means secure the contidence of the public.

Your petitioners therefore pray that Your Excellency would con-
cur with the other branehes of the Legislature in passing an Act simlar
to that of the Lower Provinee, and witlt such alterations only as would
render it applicable to the different nature of the terrtonal divisions of
the Upper Province. And your petitioners, as m Juty bound, will
ever pray.

Your Committee would also suggest for the adoption of the
Meeting, the following code of Instructions v the person who
shall be engaged in framing the propused Act, as well as for the
guidance of the gentlemen who may be requested to take charge

of the same in either House of Parliament.
INSTRUCTIONS:

Crause 1.—"Title and preamble of Bill to remaun the same, substi-
tuting the word + Upper” tor « Lower,” wherever the latter occurs.
After the words « from and after the passing of tlus Act,” page 4, ine
3, recite the Acts under which the profession is at present regulated in
Upper Canada, and continue from the words «all other acts,” page 4,
hne 14, Omit the last paragraph of the first cluuse, commencing with
the words * provided always,” line 31, page 4.

CrLause 2 —After the necessary verbal alterations, for the names
commencing < Daniel Aruoldi,” lmse 11, page 5, :ubstitate hist of
heensed practitioners resuhing i Upper Canada.

Cravuse 3.—Mere verbal alterations.

Cravse +.—For this clause substitute the fol'owing :-—That the
affairs of the said College shall be conducted by « Board of Governors,

in number, who shull be elected 1n the mauner tollowing :—0Oun the
first day of » each year, the Mediad Practitivners residing
in each City, Town, and County, shall ass¢umble fur the purpose of
electing Governors, by whouie the affurs of the sard College shall
be conducted—that is to say, five fur the City of Turonto ; three for
each of the Cities of Tlamilton and Kingston 5 one fur each of the cor-
porate towns in which there <hall be resulent more than two practition-
ers; and one for cach Couuty.—The said elections to be held at the
City or principal curporate ‘Town 1n each Coanty: and the (overnors
elected to e bona fide tesudents in such Cry, Tow i, or County, which
they may be elected to vepresent.
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Crause 6.—Omt last half’ of clause,

Crausk Ye—In this ciause msert the fullowing :—That on the first
day of January, in every year, the duly licensed practitioners resident
m each City, Town, or County, shall exregister his name, age. with
the date of his license, and place of residence, with the Clerk of the
Pence for the County m which he resides, and obtiun a certificate of
the same ; wid that 1o persun shall be permatted to practice Medicine,
Surgery, or Mulwitery unless hie pussess such certificate of enregistra-
tion, under a penalty, &e. to the end of clause.

Crause 10.—Omut sec. 3, page 11.  In sec. 4, for ¢ Members,”

line 3, substitute « Governors.”

Crause 13.—Tur the word « Licentiates” substitute « Members.”
For the words comnencing “ be consequently in” substitute  who shall
be ehigible tur election as Guvernors under the regulations provided for
in clause 10, section 4, of this act, provided always, &c.

Crause 15.—Omit.

Crausg 16,—0Omit the word demands,” hine }; and substitute
the word # three” for «five.” line 4, page 16.

Your Commttee would also report that, viewing with anti-
cipation the curly pussing of such an act as that now about to be
prayed for, they have delayed reporting upon the rules for the
government of the Association of Physicians and Surgeons until
the fate of the Bill is determined, inasmuch as any rules or By-
Laws framed under such act, would necessarily differ in many
particulars from thuse reqyuired by a mere voluntary association,
the working of the latter budy being equally well regulated by
the ordinary rules which guide public meetings and similar
institutions.

Your Committee further suggest that, as the Session of th¢
Legislature is near at hand, active measures should at once be
adopted to promote the objects of this meeting.

The following gentlemnen who were not present yesterday
then gave in their names :—

Dr. Hallowell, Dr. Aikins, Dr. Richardson, Dr. Wright, Dr.
Workman, Dr. Kellogg.

D=z. Regs then moved, seconded by Dr. IlaLLowRLL :

That the Drait of the Petation then read be adupted, and engros-
sed for signature.

It was moved in amendment by Dr. Jarron, scconded by
Dr. McPagnsox :

‘That the draft of the Petition now read be not adopled, as the
proposed Bill contains principles contrary to the provisions that the
British Legislature have stated to be necessarily included in such
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enactments, for the protection of the public, and that it must also
prove an injury to the interests of the mumbers of the Prolession

themselves.

The amendment was lost, and the original motion earried.

Dr. Worxksan moved, seconded by Du. McPuersoxn:

That the Bill, with the suggestions cuntamed i the Report of
the Comumittee, be considered clause by cluase—Carried.

The Secretary then read the first clause, with the proposed
amendments.

It was moved by Dr. MrrcuEeLr, seconded by Dr. CroMpy :

That the first clause, as read by the Secretary, be adopted. .

It was moved in amendment by Dx. WrienTt, scconded by
Dr. McPHERsON :

That all the Acts referred to in the clause be repealed.

The amendment was carried.

Much irregnlar discussion then ensued, in the course of
which Dr. MrrcreLL moved, scconded by Dr. BovewLr :

That this Meeling desires to express its regret that the Honble.
Dr. Widmer should have been prevented by illness from attending
this Meeting, and affording it the benefit of lus talent and experience.

Carried nem. con., the meeting rising.

After some further discussion, it was moved by Dr. Tur-
quanp, seconded by Dr. KeLroce, of Mariposa :

That the Bill reported by the Conamttee be adopted and carried
into effect by the members of that Cummuttee, us intended by the
Meeting on the Ist instant.

This motion was carried.

It was then moved that Dr. Crombie do take the Chair.

It was then moved by Dr. Jarnoxn, seconded by Dr. Mrrcn-
ELL:

That the thanks of the Meeting be tendered to Dr. Mewburn, for
his conduct m the Chaur.

It was moved by Dr. Wonrkyax, seconded by Dr. HuxtER :

‘That the thanks of this Meeting be given to Dr. Melville, for Ins
services as Secretary.

It was moved by Dr. Jarron, scconded by Dr. Wiignr:

That this Meeting do adjourn wntil the first Wednesday i Sep-
tember.

Jon~n Mewsurys, Chairman.
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NORFOLK MEDPICAL ASSOCIATION.

At a meeting of the medical practitioners held in Simcoe,

(County of Norfolk), on Tuesday, 22nd June, called for the pur-
pose of responding to the invitation of the Honble. C. Widmer, jt
was passed unanimously—That Drs. Crouse and Coverton be our
delegates, and they are hereby requested to represent the profes-
sion located in this section of the Province at the meeting
convened by Dr. Widmer for the 1st of July next eusuing.

After the special business was transacted, and Dr. Coverton

called to the chair, it was resolved and carried—

1st. That a Medical Association be formed, to be called the
« Norfolk Medieal Association,” to be composed of all legally gualified
Medical Practitioners residing within the Iimits of the Association.

2nd. That after the commencement of the ensuing year, every
person desirmg admussion into this Association, shall he required to

resent credentials, proving him to be legally qualified to practice

giedicine and Surgery, upon presentation of which, and payment of
the annual fee, he is entitled to a seat in the Association.

8rd. That the first annual meeting of the Association shall be held
in Simcoe on Monday, the 6th of July ensuing; and all subsequent
meetings shall be held as decided on at last meeting preceding. The
entrance fee to be 10s. per annum.

4th. That the management of the Association be confided to a
Committee, composed of the President, Secretary, and Treasurer, and
the following gentlemen, viz :—Dr. Wilson, Sitncoe 5 Dr. Duncombe,
Waterford ; Dr. Bowlby, do.; Dr. King, Port Rowan; Dr. Phelan,do;
Dr. Culver, Vittoria; Dr. Segur, Port Dover---five to form a gunorum.
The officers and committee {o be elected annnally. The following
gentlemen were proposed for election at the next meeting, viz:—
President, Dr. Crouse ; Treasurver, Dr. Coverton; Secretary, Dr.
Clarke.

5th. That the senior members shall preside in rotation ; seniority
1o be calenlated from the date of Degree, Diploma, or Incense. And
that at each meeting the members present shall be mvited to propose
some subject for conversution and discussion ut the flluwing ineeting ;
selection to be made by the President.

6th. That mteresting communications from gentlemen not mem-
bers of the Association will be gladly received throngh its Secretary, to
be bronght before the notice of the Association, by readimg aud discus-
sion.

7th. That young men, students of medicine with any legally
qualified medical practitioner, shali be admitted as spectators at the
meetings of the Association.

8th. That the objects contemplated by the members of this Asso-
ciation are-—a more general personal acquaintance and intimacy



Lditorial Department. 117

amongst the members of the profession than at present exists, and, per-
haps, the diffusion of a more kindly feehng—the improvement which
mvariably results from the association and frequent mtercourse of
professional men—and the weight with whiclh, as an Association, they
may prefer any application for professional vhyects to the Legislature.

Signed, by order and en behalf of the meeting.

Joux CrLarke, Secretary.

The following gentlemen gave in their adhesion to the above
resolutions and constitution, viz :—Dr. Coverion, Dr. Walker, Dr.
Phelan, Dr. King, Dr. Culver, Dr. Croise, Dr. Bowlby, Dr.
Clarke.

TRINITY COLLEGE.

We insert in this number a wood-cut of Trinity Colloge.
The Medieal Faenlty will cocupy the lass rovins on the castern
side of the building. It i also our intention to give similar illus-
trattons of the other Schools in Turonte, as suun as we can obtain
wond-cats of them. The buildings of the Cniversity of Toronto
are beautifully sitvated : and in that Institntion the Medical
Faculty are accommodated in a handsome white brick building,
detached from the main one ; it hasveny fine Lectute roonis, and a
bofty, well-aired dissecting rooir.  Dr. Rolpl’s School, situate
on Queen street, has also been repaired, and last year additional
accommodation was provided.

The Parliament is just on the eve of assembling lor the
despatch of business, and we sinecrely hope that they will net
allow the session to wane cre they tahe the question of Medieal
Reform into consideration.  We cannot ourselves see any very
great difficudty surrounding the maiter, and therefore urge on
the Commissioner of Crown Laidds the necessity of his moving
init. The Legal Profession have their Osgoode Hall, and they
insist on examining all cadidates, whether they have a hicense
or degree,—why not give the Medical Profession a preeisely
parallel insfitution for Upper Canada, and thus have one Board
for the whole Upper Province.

) 34
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Mean registered mmimum — $1.3¢

29918, ut 8 2. m. on 12th  Monthly range .
. 28973, t mudnigtontth § 0465 inch.

Monthly range
83’y
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Mean daily zange:
15%.03

Grestezt dally range, 242.1, from 2 p.m. 234 to a.m. of 24th,

Warmest day, 15th, Mean temperature, 74 33 lefeercnce.
PYER

Coidest day, 10th, Mean temperature, 48.10

‘Fire Flics first obsersed on the evening of the 5th.
Very brilllant Meteor in S. W at 9b, Om, 30s. pan.

23

The present * Beans” are derived from six obserrations dally, viz:=—at Gand &, am: 2, 4,10
and 12,p. m. The odservations of the Barcineter and Thetmometiz are taken uv alove or delow the
miean, the quantities in the latter case delig marled —,  Secc this Journal, May 1332,

(a) A maarked absence-of Magnetical duturbance,
(&) Unimportant movements,~~zot to be called disturbance.

§e) Marked disturbance.~whether shewn by frequency or amount of dewiation from the nommal

curre,—but of no great inportance,
() A greater degree of disturbance,~but not of lang continuance.
() Conslderable diturbance,~lasting more or lees the whole day.
(/) A magnetical disturbance of the fivst class,

The day 15 reckoned trom noon 40 noon,
thelarter 10 the Jator part of the trace.

Iftwo letters are placed, the first applies to the earliers
Althoagh the declination Is particularly refeized to,it

rarcly happens that the same terms are not zppiicable to the changes of the horlzuntal furce also.

Toronto, July, 1852
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Mean diurnal variation—>5 63 miles,
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