Technical and Bibliographic Notes / Notes techniques et bibliographiques

The Institute has attempted to obtain the best original
copy available for filming. Features of this copy which
may be bibliographically unique, which may alter any
of the images in the reproduction, or which may
significantly change the usual method of filming, are
checked below.

Q/Coloum! covers/

] Couverture de couleur
Covers damaged/
Couverture endommagée

Covers restored and/or laminated/
Couverture restaurie et/ou pelliculée

Cover title missing/
Le titre de couverture manque

Coloured maps/
Cartes géographiques en couleur

Coloured ink (i.e. other than blue or black)/
Encre de couleur (i.¢. autre que bleue ou noire)

Coloured plates and/or illustrations/
Planches et/ou illustrations en couleur

Bound with other material/
Relié avec d'autres documents

Tight binding may cause shadows or distortion
along interior margin/

La reliure serrée peut causer de I‘'ombre ou de la
distorsion le long de ia marge intérieure

Blank feaves added during restoration may appear
within the text. Whenever possible, these have
been omitted from filming/

11 se peut que certaines pages blanches ajoutées
lors d’une restauration apparaissent dans le texte,
mais, lorsque cela était possible. ces pages n‘ont
pas éte filmées.

U 0ooggogdd

Additional comments:/
Commentaires supplémentaires:

L’Institut a microfilmé le meilleur exemplaire qu‘il

fui a #té possible de se procurer. Les détails de cet
exemplaire qui sont peut-4tre uniques du point de vue
bibliographique, qui peuvent modifier une image
reproduite, ou qQui peuvent exiger une modification
dans la méthode normale de filmage sont indiqués
ci-dessous.

l ] Coloured pages/
| Pages de couleur

Pages damaged/
Pages endommagées

Pages restored and/or laminated/
Pages restaurées et/ou pelliculées

l Z(Pms discoloured, stained or foxed/
| Pages décolorées, tachetées ou piquées

(Z /Pom detached/
| Pages détachées

/
Showthrough/
Transparence

/
l Z Quality of print varies/
Qualité inégale de I'impression

Continuous pagination/
Pagination continue

lncludes index(es)/
Comprend un (des) index

Title on header taken from:/
Le titre de I‘en-téte provient:

Title page of issue/
Page de titre de la livraison

Caption of issue/
Titre de départ de la livraison

Masthead/
Générique (périodiques) de la livraison

This item is filmed at the reduction ratio checked below/
Ce document est filmé au taux de réduction indiqué ci-dessous.

10X 14X 18X 2x 26X X

v/

12X 16X 20X 24X 28X 2x



cVICW.
45 &
A Monthly Journaldevoted o
LiTerature,Natural Hijtory and -
o © ® LocalNews,

¢



The Rockwood Review.

VoL, 7.

1902.
Greetings.
Wish you a Happy New Year.

The Xmas service conducted by
the Rev, Mr. Hammond was
greatly improved by a quartette of
good Kingston people, who braved
the gale blowing to add to the
pleasure of the inmates. Miss
Bassam, Miss Mooney, Mr. W,
Bassam and Mr, ], Shea sang the
quartette, “Softly the Night is
Stealing,” very sweetly. The sep-
tette of stringed instruments added
greatly to the effect of the music
rendered.

Miss Ethel Bamford, a most
promising graduate of the Rock-
wood Training School has just left
for Clarlottetown, P.E.l., where
she will assume the duties of Head
Nurse and Matron of the Hospital
for the Insane. We prophesy for
Miss Bamford a most successful
career es she is possessed of all the
qualifications necessary to make
an ideal officer. Rockwood stock
is booming, and its officials are so
much in demand that it is becom-
ing a difficult matter to keep the
vacancies filled,

The announcement made in the
Review to the effect that the
Farce **Who is Who™ was in prep-
was a mistake. We apologize and
suggest that it is probably the
“Baby Elephant,” or *“The Slip-
pery Day Stairs.” It is many
years since these time honored
classics were produced here. What
is the matter with Billy Shea ?

JANUARY 15T, 1902.

No. 11

THE REVIEW feels called upon to
enter a protest, and Billy Shea will
in future omit the song *‘Hearts of
Oak™ if he wishes to please the
editorial staff of I'He Revir We
have no fault to find with Mr.
Shea's rendition of this soul stir-
ring piece—in fact he meets our
ideas of the proper method of sing-
ing this song in every particular—
and his get up, from the sailor’s
cap to the spring of his trousers, is
in the most correct taste. We can
even forgive him his blonde curls
{real hair) and his rosy cheeks—
but what we do object to is the
repeated calling of our attention
to the fact that we have Hearts of
Oak. We know it, we have heard
it remarked several times before,
and if we can read between the
hnes, judging by the persistency
with which this sentiment is slung
at us, there are some doubting
Thomases ia our midst. No Billy,
our loyalty is all right and we
could struggle along for a year or
more without singing either
Hearts of Oak or the Maple Leaf
Foever. without losing one jot of
our loyalty either to ourselves or
our country. We are given to
waving the old flag just a little too
much, and are becoming almost as
weak in this respect as our neigh-
bors to the South. This is the time
of the year when Peace on Earth

Good will towards Men makes
first-class motto, Too much lip
loyalty rather mars its effect and
tends to bigotry,
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Mr, and Mrs, Alex. Carey have
the sympathy of the community in
their bereavement,

Mrs, C. K. Clarke is still confin-
ed to her room, but is slowly con-
valescing.

Mr. C. M, Clarke has been add-
ing to his athletic reputation, and
in his first appearance with the
New York Athletic Hockey team
against Yale is said to have carried
consternation into the ranks of the
Sons of Eli. Kingston was well
represented, no less than three ot
the players, O'Donnell, Carruthers
and Clarke being on the team. It
will be many years yet before
Americans can attain the grenlest
proficiency in hockey as players of
the highest type must be trained
from childhood.

Pine Grosbeaks nave invaded
Ontario in immense uumbers this
winter and a Great Horned Owl
has taken up his residence ia the
Rockwood grounds. It is to be
hoped the manhehind the gun will
leave this bird alone,

We had a delightful visit from
Mr, C. W. Nash, naturalist lately.

Mr. Thos. McCammon’s child
{Harold) has quite recovered from
an attack of diphtheria.

At last the Attendants of Rock-
wood have received an increase of
wages and are correspondingly
happy. It was a most satisfactory
Xmas present, and although the
amount of increase is not large. it
is a step in the right direction and
perhaps an indication of better
things to follow.

Miss Goldie and Miss Margery

Clarke rsturned from a month's

holilay in the West on Dec. 12th.-

The members of the Editorial
staf of THE Review are not hon-
ored very frequently with invita-
ticns to public dinners, but when
they go to such functions they
never fail to take notes of the way
in which these affairs are conduct-
ed. What is most striking in King-
ston is the seriousness with which
the post prandal speech is regarded
it is treated with more gravity than
a Sunday sermon, and as for
length, well, there are few dis-
courses with twelve headings
longer. Geograpty, history and
loyalty are the chief jokes, particu-
larly loyalty and history. There
used to be an impression abroad
that after dinner speeches should
be short, sparkling and witty. We
protest against the new custom
unless plum pudding is omitted
from the Menu. We cannot stand
two such solid articles as plum
pudding and ponderous lectures in
one evening.

Miss Reilly has becn appointed
Supervisor in place of Miss Ethel
Bamford, resigned.

The ice *‘took” on Dec. 19th,
On the 22nd December z south
wind of considerable vigor proved
that the ice was a ‘‘mistake.”

Sunow-birds, nuthatches, downy
woodpeckers. pine siskins, gold-
finches and chicadees are all with
us iu numbers, and crows are plen-
tiful.

The goose question reached a
practical solution in Portsmouth a
week before Xmas., The harvest
was almost as great as that of the
wheat crop in Manitoba.

Capt. Fenwick had capital ice
for skaters and curlers on Decem-
ber 19th.
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The poultry market has been in
a congested state for weeks and
the slovenly way in which birds
for sale are dressed is remarkable.
If farmers were alive to their own
interests they wouald see that the
fowls placed on the market are
carefully prepared and dressed.
They would get higher prices and
find even a readier sale for their
poultry than at present. It 1s all
very well to know how to make a
tough old hen look tender, but it
is even better to be able to make a
spring chicken absolutely irresist-
ible.

The following  conversation
heard at one of the patients socials
a few evenings ago, pretty well
illustrates the fact that all of the
clever people are not outside of the
Hospital walls, First Patient—!I
hear that Mr. (Principal) Grantis
rapidly recovering. Second Pati-
ent—No, you‘are mistaken, Grant
has been dead for several years.
First Patient—Oh, no—you are the
one mistaken, I, fear{you are con-
founding PRECEDEN1S with PRIN-
CIPLES,

A boy once wished for a Xmas
tree

Anad his Paw gave him one for a
treat,

And a tree toad tooted from out
the tree top

A treatise on treating raw peat,

The boy was annoyed at thetaleof
the toad

And was angry too at his Paw
And he went for that toad with a
goad that had growed

R ¢ —
On the road where the crow cusses
caw.

A middle aged stoker

Married Jane Anue De Boker,

He crept up by stealth,

And hoping to choke her

Made her swallow the poker,

But the iron just toned up her
health.

Harper's Weekly objects very
decidedly to boys who happen to
have been born in Canada playing
on New York Hockey teams.
America for the Americans is the
motto. What humbugs these
American sports are at any rate—
they are quite willing to write
elaborate editorals proving Cana-
dians to be true Americans, when
they win events for them against
other countries, but when the vic-
tims are the blue blooded Yale
students—how different the tune.
If the Americans wish to learn the
gawme of hockey it is very evident
they must be taught by Canadians,
because it has taken our lads a
generation to develop this magni-
ficent sport, and here children
skate in the ‘‘hockey style” from
the earliest years. It goes almost
without saying that every hockey
player of emineace in the United
States wss born in Canada, Itis
a fact, dreadful for the American
sporting dilettanti to contemplate,
but we can assure him that we are
more than willing to welcome the
lads back to our country, which
does uot recognize Canadian birth
as a social defect, Uncle Sam is
always the biggest thing on earth,
even the biggest ‘“‘baby,” when
sport is concerned.
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The Beechgroves in their first
practice match against the Ramb-
lers showed that even sgainst
much older and experienced play-
ers they were able to more than
hold their own. If the ice had
been hard, the score would have
been larger. The match resulted
Beechgroves 7; Ramblers 3 The
Beechgrove line up was as follows:
Forwards—H. M. Clarke; W. Pot-
ter, H. S. Clarke, E.McCaugherty,
Cover Pomnt, Fred. Hautrick,
Point, G. Platt, Goal, J. Scally,

Now that people are wiling (o
attack anything from prohibition
to anarchy, by meuans of legislation,
what is the matter with getling up
an agitation against southerly
winds in winter? They are decid-
edly unpopular—not to say uu-
pleasant,

Dr. C. Y. Ford, of the Dans.
ville Sanitariam paid us a flying
visit at Xmas time.

Mrs. Ashcroft, Lady Principnl
of the Mackay Iustitute for the
Deaf and Dumb, Montreal. Mrs.
Terrill of the Institute for the
Deaf and Dumb, Belleville and
Miss Nellis, Matron of the Victoria
Asylum, Cobourg, were guests of
Mrs. Forster, recently.

Rockwood will again be repre-
sented in South Africa, Farmer
Ross has sold his horse to the
Imperial authorities.

The hunting season is over and
yet Mr, Thos, McGuire has failed
to produce either venison, ducks
or partridge as promised.~ We
begin to  believe that cold
storage in the back towaships is a
failure,

The elections for Portsmouth
are now in order and we have
decided on a local ticket if there is
any difficuity in finding candidates.

Billy Shea would of course be
Mayor, with power to select his
Aldermen from No. g Ward. There
i$ enough money and common
sense in that localily to run severa
villages larger than Portsmouth.
As we have the population there is
no reason why Rockwood and the
Penitentiary should not have rep-
resentation. Between the two
institutions it is highly probabie,
enough clever men could be found
to turn the dry bones of Hatter's
Bay inside out in a week. Theold
burg needs either something of
that kind or an avalanche, Per-
haps the avalanche would be pre-
ferable,

Mr. J. S. Lockie of Toronto is
visiting her sister Mrs, Clarke of
Rockwood House.

The illness of Mr. Thos. Long
is greatly regretted. Thomas has
been such a favorite for many
years that his kindly face is missed
from about the grounds, and we
are sure that the flowers which
have been his constant care will
more than miss him,

Three violins and a cello add
greatly to the volume of the tone
duwiing the Church service,and the
absence of the bass singers is not
so much noticed. Who are the
bass singers anyway? Echo an-
swers **Who."

Mr, E. Gilmonur is speuding a
few days in Goderich.

Miss Carpenter and Miss G.Kelly
are 1ecent additions to the Rock-
wood Staff of Nurses.



ADVENT DATS.

The centuries grow old; one after one
The circle rounds into the perfect orb,
Forging the silver links that backward run
Along the twilight slopes of hoary time,
(Which the past darkness cannot quite absorb),
To that first day of Eden’s rosy prime,
When stars and seraphs, and the crystal spheres,
In the pure ether turning, sang the world’s first morn.
In music still the slow-revolving years
Turn in their silver chain, tinheard of men,
Bringing the birthday of the world again,—
Bringing the infant Christ which should be born.

Once more bright angels gather in the sky,
And the dull, ear of night awakes to hear
The far-off sound of heavenly pinions furled,
And glad hosannas singing sweet and clear—
Peace, peace on Earth—glory to God on high,
In the new birth-song of the ransomed world.
Oh day sublime ! to which all other days
Flow down convergent since earth’s days began,
And all their separate and scattered rays,
Down the vast space, unmeasured of the sun—
The twilight of the ages—merge in one,
To kindle in these later alien skies
The white lamp of that earlier paradise ! :
—K. S. McL.
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The First [and Last] Appear-
ance of Mr. Roslin
Lo Beau.

By Dr. T. L. PHipPsoN.

Author of *Voice and Violin,”
“Famous Violinists and Fine
Violins,"” *Scenes from
the Reign of Louis
XVL" etc.

Roslin Le Beau began to play
the violin when he was very young
and became, in course of time, an
exceedingly good player. His
father procured for him the best og
professors and give him a very
fine instrument, in case he should
ever require to take up music as a
profession. However, he neve-
did require it, for his kind oid
father left him over £6oo a year.
and whilst still & very young man
Roslin held an excellent positivn
in society.

The Le Beau family came over
to England with the Huguenots ot
the time of the Revocation of the
Edict of Nantes by Louis XIV, in
1685, which caused a large number
of Protestants to flv to Great Brit-
ain, where they became naturalised
British subjects; so that Mr.Roslin
{e Beau was everywhere well re-
ceived in society. He was, indeed,
a persona grata in the best circles
on account of his really beautiful
playing. Many persons declared
that they preferred him to Joachim
the “king'" of violinists, as some
papers call him, on which our
friend Roslin smiled and said he
must, then, surely be the “Emper-
or,” since he was preferred to the
*King"” by persons of very good
taste and judgment ; but others
ztill continued to prefer Joachim.

In spite of all this, living, as he

did, in a remote country town, Mr
Roslin le Beau had little opportun
ity for displaying his talents,
except at home, or in some small
social afternoons or eveniugs
among his acquaintances. Some
of these gatherings were, doubtless
exceedingly pleasant, and they
induced him to keep up his prac-
tice. He played, among other
pieces, a difficult Coucerto by De
Beriot, which invariably aroused
the eunthusiasm of his hearers. He
was grand, also, in Vieuxtemps's
splendid **Fautasie Caprice;"" and
semetimes he indulged in music
written for the viclih by the older
masters, such as Bach, Rust, Tar-
tini and Viotti, especially the lat-
ter,

But there came a time when he
thougl:t he must make his appear-
ance in some large public concert
in order that the world might
know what violin playing really
was iu the hands of au **Emperor”
—an Emperor playing upoa the
“king of instruments"—and he
took rooms in London for a year.

Mr. Roslin le Beau had no
sconer arrived in the Metropolis
than a strange fancy seized upon
him and fascinated his mind ; he
felt that he should like *o make
him-elf a name as a street musi-
cian.

In conversation with his friend,
Henry Hopkins, a young barrister
who played a little upon the banjo
he said,

“My dear Henry. just fancy for
a moment what an enormous audi
ence I could command, and with
out going to any expense for the
liire of a room, uct to speak of
printers and ageats.”’
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*But,” said Hopkins, ‘‘remem-
ber what a fool your cousin, Mary
Moll, made of herself when she
dressed as a gypsy and went about
scraping her fiddle at the doors of
some of her neighbors—no one
paid the slightest atteution to her
at the first four houses, and, at the

. fifth, she was recognized by the
housemaid and laughed at!”

**Oh! but I should not disguise
myself,” rejoined Roslin; *‘in Lon-
don 1 am not known to anyone,
even by sight, And for ;hat mat-
ter,” he added, *'I do not object to
my name, or my position in soci-
ety being known. All I wish is to
achieve notoriety as a violinist,
and I can do that better in the
street than in the concert room

where, besides the ‘king,’ I should |

have a lot of ‘queens,’ or beautiful
‘princesses,” to compete with. In
the street—in the neighborhood of
Hyde Park or Albert Hall, for in-
stance, I conld draw thousands,
whilst in an ordinary concert room
I could scarcely count upon hun-
dreds.”

There seemed something prac-
tical in these suggestions, and it
was not long before >Ir. Hopkins
was entirely of his friend’s opin-
ion.

It was, therefore, decided that
Roslin should make his first ap-
pearaace somewhere near the
Marble Arch that day fortnight,
aud he forthwith practised up a
few pieces for the occasion.

It waz during the height of the
London season, 186—, and. having
duly obtained a magistrate’s
license, he took his violin and
opened his concert with Bach's
‘‘Chaconne,” and the same com-
poser’s difficult Sonata in C flat

minor, after which he gave part of
De Beriot's Concertos, a Fantasia
by Artot; and one upon a favorite
air of Balfe, winding up with a
‘“Tarantella,” which would have
caused the most rheumatic of
Neapolitan lazzaroni to have danc-
ed til} he was dead !

His success was immense and
instantaneous. From- the very
first stroke of his bow the people
felt that they were in the presence
of an artist of no oidinary ability,
Many open carriages pulled up for
their occupants to listen; strollers
in the Park came and formed a
circle, eight or tcn deep, around
him; even nursemaids, with chil-
dren in perambulators, and sol-
diers came up to listen,

The applause at the end of each
performanee was loud and enthu-
siastic, Roslin never felt so proud
in his life. Some of the bystanders-
handed him a sixpence, or even a
shilling, and others gave him a
few coppers wrapped up in a pieee
of paper. So that, besides the
applause, which was all he really
cared for, his pockets were swol-
len out, in less than two hours,
with coin to the amount of between”
six and seven pounds sterling.

As he retired, flushed with joy
at the success for which he had
been longing for several years, he
was accosted by a police constable
on duty in the Park. :

** You are Mr. Roslin le Beau, T
believe ?”

*Yes,"” replied the violinist. -

**You must, please, come with
me to the station at Marylebone.”

*Dear me,” exciaimed Roslin,
‘what is the matter ?" ’

*You will hear allabout it at the
station,” replied the constable,
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On their arrival, the superin-
tendent said that there was a war-
rant out against him for perjury ;
that he must be detained in cus-
tody, and taken before a magis-
trate in the morning. It was then
about five o'clock 1n the afternoon.

R = * * *

With great difficulty Roslin was
able to bail himself out in the sum
of £1oo, and, without losing a
momeunt he went with bhis friend,
Mr. Hopkins, to a very learned
lawyer whom he induced to take
up his case.

It appeared, however, at this
.consultation, that there was litlic
hope of gaining his cause, that he
would certainly lose, and that the
judge would probably give him
fifteen mounths, or perhaps two
years' penal servitade, at least.

**It is clear,” said the lawyer,
“‘that when you applied for a
license as a street musician, yon
swore that yot had no other means
of livelihooi—we cannot deny
that—and they have found out who
you are, and all about you. Y.
have committed wilful and direct
perjury by signing the paper pre-
sented to you, and nothing on
€arth can save you from the con-
sequences.'

** By Heaven ! muttered Ros-
fiu, “I never read the paper before
L signed it.”’

The result of all this was that
Mr. Roslin le Beau sacrificed his
bail., He rushed off and hid him-
self in Bordeaux, where he hap-
pened to have an acquaintance, a
pavtner iu a mercanti'e house.

‘That was Roslin’s first (and last)
appearaoce in puhiic as a violinist,
aned it cost him 2 gool deal more
than a huandred pounds.

VAGARIES OF LATE AUTUEN
‘SEASON.

Those engaged in rural occupa
tions must perforce adjust their
efforts to the ever varying elemen-
tal condition aud have to take into
their cousideration possibilities as
well as probabilities, yet during
the month of November just ended
some farmers that we wot off (this
refers to the Georgian Bay district
of Ontario, and County of North
Simcoe, where the writer of these
lines chanced to be visiting at the
time spoken of) too confideutly
assumed that there would be no
lasting snowfall until the begin-
ing of December and continuing
at the very desirable work of fall
plowing. bemoaning the probable
loss of their Ruta Baga crop,many
acres of which esculent are now
covered (as is reported) with 12 or
14 inches of snow, and grim win-
ter—to all appearance—firmly
established.

‘I'be main migrations of water
fowl from the Northern regions
were not much noticed until near
full moon of 25th November, just
previous to which date vast flights
of *'whistle wing"” ducks were
vpoticed in nocturnal movement
south eastward, but extensive
groups of ‘honking” wild geese
had been noticed overhead just out
of rifle range moving towards
Lake Simcoe, a week previous to
the migration of their smaller
web-footed corgeners; returning
to Brant County on’ tbe 9th inst.,
we found the grouad bare of snow
and we told that plowing had been
going on until 30th November. bu
on Monday, the gth December, a °
Nor' Easter set in covering the
district with five inches of *‘the
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beautiful,” and accompauying the
aerial phenomena . were vast*
flocks of snow buntings,; scattered
or concentrating in gleeful manc.
uvres about the whitened stubble-
fields. ‘I'be_boy trappers of the
localitylwere speedily onthe move
and near Hatchly, a large white
eagle was veported] of as beiug
seen amobg some big lumber riles
near the station; the so styled
eagle proved to be on more careful
scruting a fine snowy owl, which
after being incffectively shot at a
number of times, managed to find
safe refuge in a neighboring cedar
swamp. The trappers keeping on
the warpath, soon came up with
evideuce of minks having recently
“*passed by.” and a wood chopper,
spoke of having just seen Mr,
Mink passing along the rivulet's
edge with a fish nearly as laige as
a hring in  his month.
Two good sized specimens of the
dark furred quadruped were soon
alterwards in the tiappers’ posses.
sion.

A peighbor keeps in a big box
cage in his poultry house a speci-
men of the big horned owl, which
he has had in captivity since last
July; for some time after the
bird’s capture the same was con-
fined by a small chain to its leg,
fastened to a fence, and the rap-
tore occasionally killed a chicken
and after feeding 1o repletion had
a habit of stowing away the over-
plus of chicken flesh under the
dense shade of some rankly-grow-
ing burdock leaves as a ready
improvived cold storage conveni-
ence— A Barnardo boy, on look-
iﬂg at the owl said, °‘if this is a

*1500_Buutings in one flock was
the estimate of a reliable observer.

Cat Owl, he must be a Sir
Tnomas methinks— but isn’t
his plummage well touched

off, he must be a pedigree bird
full blooded Plymouth Rock,prob-
ably.” ‘The owner states that strix
is given too *‘hooting™ in his moct
sensational style, at about the same
*spooky” hour as Mr. Chauticleer
seems impelled to herald the near
morning twilight; and the j.oultry
on their pear by perches, <how
thrilling symptoms of dread as if
the intunativus of the day of doom
were rending the air. The owl
janitor also keeps a pet raccan;
not yet quite full grown, azd this
pet is frequently regaled with a tin

saucerful of vew milk and the v

spectators tell that procyon dips
his paws in the delectable fluid and
then sucks them
1epeating the process until the dish

is empty; hence the appropr};.-e )

scit ntific name Pr. “lotor.” Tte

owl is also«aid to hoot at certzin

seemingly  trvsting  times or
when weather changes are impend-
. .

ing.
W. Yarrs

A maid with a quster

Made a great fluster

Of dusting a bust in the hall

And when it .was' dustgdA

The bhust it was' busgted

And the bust became dust
after all.

A mother to her son did utter
**Go my son and shut the shutter”
*'The shutter’sshut “‘the youth did
mutter ‘
**And I can’t shut her any shutter”

.

(bear fashion) =
. \
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CHRISTMAS AT ROCKWOQOD.

Xmas weather was all that it
should have been—a little of every-
thing that goes to make up a per-
fect winter's day—a proper amount
of sunshine—not too much snow—
a reasonable temperature and
everything else to match. On
Xmas eve it looked as if pearly
every patient had been provided
for, but on Xmas morning presents
still kept arriving and when to
these were added the gifts purchas-
ed with money provided by good
people who did aot neglect the
friendly ones—no one was forgot-
ten. A formal tree was dispensed
with and the gifts quietly distnib-
uted in the wards—an arrange-
ment which gets over the confu-
sion likely to develop when the six
huundred parcels are handed cut at
one time. Nothing happened to
mar the success of the day. The
dinner was a bountiful oune
which turkey and plum pudding
of course, played the important
part atone end of the forks and
spoons and the patients at the
other. To the smokers cigars were
distributed afterwards,and candies,
nuts and oranges were given to
everybody. [t would puzzle even
the head of an extraordinary large
family to make the arrangements
for the Xmas celebration of a
household containing seven hun-
dred, and yet that is the annual
problem at Rockwood. Six hun-
dred patieuts and about a hundred
employees make up the list.

At night the large Amusement
Hall, lighted most brilliantly by
electricity, contained an audience
of five hundred and fifty aud a
particularly selected programme

was presented. The orchestra
uuder the leadership of Mr

Arbuckle proved a great success,
and the preponderance of strings
over brass is a decided improve-
ment, enabling the performers to
give the delicate shadings so neces-
sary to instrumental as well as
other music. Miss Pugh was par-
ticularly clever in her recitation
aud held the attention of the audi-
ence until the end of her selec-
tion.

Mr. W. Woods was enthusiast-
ically encored in his coon song and
the encore proved even better than
the original. Of course, Mr, Billy
Shea was just as great a favorite
as ever with the crowd and made
a decided bhit with his encore,
** Apy old place to hang
my hat, is home sweet home for
me.”

Master Charlie Offord was very
happy in bLis rendition of the
Xmas Hymn,

Dr. Clarke and Miss Clarke
played a dainty classical selection
and Miss Margery Clarke a piano
solo—but the enthusiasm reached
its height wheu the ever popular
Rev. Father Macdonald sang ** O
Holy Night.” Father Macdonald is
beloved by all creeds and all classes
in Portsmouth, and is well entitled
to his popularity. The first part of
the programme was ended by
selections from **Princess Chic"
by the Orchestra. The music of
this delightful Comic Opera is
always pleasing.

The Farce, ‘How to Tame a
Mother-in-Law' ended the per-
formance. Many people are inter-
ested in this question aud the solu-
tion proposed seemed to answer
admirably in this instance at least.
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The performers who took part

were—T', McCammon, Bllly Shea, |

J. Davidson, W. Wcods, Miss
O'Rourke and Miss Convery.

‘There was not a “‘stick” io the

troupe aud nothing funnier has
been produced by the Dramatic

Troupe. It would be invidious to

praise any particu'ar actor when
all di@ so admirably. Not a hitch
occurred and the stage looked
particularly pretty with iis bril-
liant lighting and efective scen-
ery. Altogether the Xmas of 1901
at Rockwood was a decided suc-
cess,

Mr. James Stuart held a most
successful raffie for a gramophone
a short time since. James claims
that the winner was a lucky man
and made an excellent investment,

The curling fever ceems to have
struck Kingston with a good deal
of intensity and we are pleased to
notice that the Granites have been
adopted for all matches. Thisis
a distinct advance for while irons
have their advantages, for all
round fun the Granite is infinitely
preferable. Certainly the game is
less like hard work when Granites
are used and is livelier. aithough
it must be admitted that the possi-
bilities of ‘‘flukes’ are also greater.
That - means more happivess for
the fellows who make them. We
neve: ake them here, so the ele-
ment is never considered by us
here.

Rockwood Staff has ouce more
been called upon and Mr, Ed.
Gilmour receives the appointment
of Chief Attendant in the Eastern
Hospital, Brockville. Mr.Gilmour
is sure to make a success of this
position and his promotion is well
deserved,

.The Relation of Sparrows to

Agricalture,
IMPORTANCE OF SPARROWS,

The native sparrows are the
most abundant and widely distrib-

uted of the small birds inhabiting
the rural Qistricts of the United .

States. Wherever there are farms
these characteristic little birds may
be found . nesting- in orchard,

_berry patch. vineyard, or hedge-

row, eunlivening the shrubbery:
from dooryard 'to outlying' field
with: their songs, or in winter ris-
ing from the ground and flattering
from.bush to bush before ‘one who
invades their haunts. As a group
they:are constantly present on cul-
tivated. land, althéagh:’ many of
thent retire to the -South dufifg
the winter and their. places’ ars
taken by other cpec:es from - theé
North.. ... e
Sparrows are wen known, -and
have figured frequently in’ornith-
ological literature, but the position
they occupy io relation- to agricul-
ture has heretofore received only
casual consideration. - It is evideiit
that a group of birds so abundaunt;
so widely distributed, -and- in such
constant association with' farms
and gardens must play an import:
ant part in rural economy, and
that a -thorough investigation -of
their food habits should be.useful:

The results of such an investiga- - -

tion are embodied in -the:present
paper and amply- demonstrate the

value of these birds to .the agricul- -

turist—a value greater thansthat-of
any other group. of -birds whose
economic status has: thus farsbheen
investigated. The native sparrows
contrast markedly in this: xcepect

with the introduced Eniglish spat:-
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row, the pernicious habits of which
have formed the subject of a spe-
cial report,* and are briefly treated
in this bulletin for purposes of
comparison. This naturalized spar-
row is a pest wherever it is found,
while the natiye sparrows are well
worthy of protection and encour-
agement.
‘CONSTITUENTS OF FOOD.

The great bulk of the food of
sparrows and other small passeriue
{or perching)birds consistsof fruit,
seeds, and insects. The fruit may
be wild berries taken from the
shrubs or trees of ecouomic imn-
portance, with little economic
vesult whether the bird eats much
or little; or it may be cultivated
fruit, in which case, of course, it is
desirable to know the amouit
destroyed.

The seed element is of particular
interest only when it shov's de.
struction of grain or weeds. Injury
to grain or frait by birds is usually
the most prominent aud often the
only fact of economic ornithology
possessed by the layman; yet com-
paratively few birds harm either
of these crops, while many specics
render important service to agri-
culture by destroying weed seed.
As has been aptly said, a weed is
a plant out of place. Certain
plants seem to have formed a babit
of constantly getting out of place
and installing themselves in culti-
vated ground,but whether actually
among crops or in adjacent waste
land, from which they can spread
to cultivated soil, they are always
a menace. In the gardea they
occupy the room allotted to useful

“sThe Enzlnh Sparrow in North

America, Bull. No. 1, Div. Oraith,
and Mamm., 1889.

. hension,

plants, and appropriate their light,
water, and food. Any check on
these noxious interlogers, a million
of which can spring up on a single
acre, will not only lessen nature's
chaunce of populating the soil with
worse than useless species, but
will enable the farmer to attain
greater success thh cultivated
crops. The hoe and cultivator will
do much to eradicate them, but
some will always succeed in ripen-
ing a multitude of seeds to sprout
the following season. Certain gar-
den weeds pioduce an incredible
number of sceds. A single plant
of one of these species, as purslane
for instance, may mature as many
as 100,000 seeds in a season, and
thesé, if unchecked, would pro-
duce in a few years a number of
of weeds utterly beyond compre-
‘I'*e babits of some of
the commou weeds are considered
in connectiva with the discussion
of the value of birds as weed
destroyers.

The aniwal food of the smaller
land birds coosists of insects and
spiders. The insects belong for
the most part to the orders Lepi-
doptera (butterflies and moths),
Orthopiera (grasshoppers, locusts,
and crickets), Diptera (flies), Hem-
iptera {bugs), Coleoptera (beetles),
and Hymenoptera (ants, bees, and
wasps). Lepidoptera, Orthoptera,
and Coleoptera furnish the bulk of
the insect food of birds. The lep-

idopterous foud is taken almost
entirely in the larval condition,
and comprises smooth caterpillars
belonging largely to the family
Noctuidae, which includes cut-
worms, army werms, and their
allies.



