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Attention is drawn to the Announcement
for 1002-3 of the General Assembly’s Teacher
'l‘mining('uursunnp;\g«-t.'.'.. Read it through
arefully.  Does it not meet the case of your
gabbath School or Bible Class or Young
People's Society 2 If =0, talk it over with
those interested, and make a prompt begin-
ning in taking it up. I no one else is ready,
there is nothing in the Course to forbid you
working it out alone.

Y
TEACHER TRAINING
By M."ﬁ'_";.ll}f“f.": C. Murray
X. Tug IMAGINATION

There are three varieties in the develop-
ment of the imagination.

The imagination of the little child is highly
fanciful. Sully tells us that a little child
seeing dew on the grass gaid, *“the grass is
crying.”  Another called the stars ¢ cinders
from God's star.” Butterflies were called
“flying pansies’’ by another. A little boy
of four, trying to write, turned the second F
so as to face the first, and exclaimed,
“Phey're talking.” This fanciful imagina-
tion is checked by growing experience.

The explatation is not difficult. In the
last paper we saw that the little child’s
growth in knowledge e« ynsists in discovering
new appearances and in finding out what ap-
pearances go together. Thus his knowledge
of a particular kind of apple is made up of
its color, its taste, its softness, its weightand
its size. Afterafew experiences he can from
ite color foretell what its taste will be, or
how soft it will feel. That is, he knows what

colors, tastesand touches go together. 8o in
the fancies noticed above, the child had in
the past found that eertain colors went with
certain touches, which he called pansics.
When he saw the same colors again, this
time on the butterfly, they suggested the
touches which made up pansies, with the
new touches of motion. So the dropon the
leaf called up ite old associates, the sensa-
tions of crying. These fancies are a sign
that the child’s knowledge is growing, but
that it is but beginning. These associations
are like the little needles that shoot across
the pane of glass upon which the frost is be=
ginning to gather. They may be the begin-
ning of any one of a number of beautiful
designs ; but later, as other little spines of
frost cross and recross, the delicate tracery
assumes one definite design. As with the
increasing experience of the child, fancy
becomes more restrained and the definite
sehieme of prosaic experience takes its place.
Thus growing experience says leaves have
no eyes and therefore cannot cry, and fancy
is checked. Increased experience denies
that pansies fly, and before it fancy dies.

Certain kindergarten methods make use
of this faney in children. So the old nursery
jingle about ** The big pig that went to
market "’ appeals to the fanciful resemblance
between the relative sizes of the toes and the
members of a family. So long as the kin-
dergarten confines these methods to the
proper years, and does not carry them into
the school age, they are to be commended.
But if this indifference to fact be cultivated,
aceurate knowledge and truthful speech be-
comes difficult.




THE SECOND KIND OF IMAGINATION
appears in the plays of a child when he imi-
tates what he has seen his elders do. His
toy horse becomes real to him, and he is no
longer himself but the driver. There is no
make-believe. He is not playing a part.
He is living in another world. Sully tells
us of two little girls who were playing
““ghop,” when their mother entered and
kissed the elder, the ghopman for the time.
The little one broke out into piteous sobs
and said, ““ Mother, you never kiss the man
in the shop.” A little boy was playing
conchman when his brother returned home,
Instead of saying, “Ernie ir come,” he called
out, “The brother of the coachman is
come.” The child was in fairyland.  Fairy-
land, like Oceanland, has rules of its own.
in a general way it resembles Factland, but
the unpleasant shocks of contrast are ab-
sent. The little street arab plays million-
aire and enjoys life more than his model.
No baby was ever loved with more intense
joy than the disfigured rag doll.  When the
old man loses his ““ castle in Spain,”’ he has
ceased to live,

Fairyland isa place of delight; but its
visitors have pain before them, when they
pass beyond its bounds into the cold night.
The child cannot live always in this world
of romance. He must come out of his
dreams, Dreaming is not working. Exces-
sive and prolonged indulgence in the de-
lights of romance develop an inability to see
and act the truth. This paradise may be-
come a fool's paradise. ** Facts are chiels
that winnading.” Many conscientious folk
have grieved much over the wild romances
or the “ downright lying,” as they term it,
of gome litt'e visitors to fairyland. The ro-
mancing is natural. It is possible because
the child’s experience is not so complete in
every detail that his fancy is brought up
sharply at every turn. In dreamland,
where only a few ideas are present, we can
g0ar over continents in a second, pass from
slave to govereign without shock. Dreams
vanish before the richer experience of wak-
ing life. 8o *“children’s lies’’ dissolve as
experience grows, Observation effects the
cure, not blows.

These romances of the child are his ex-

Teacher Training

planations of what goes on in the world
around.  The child and the peasant summon
fairies to do for them what hypotheses do
for the scientist. Thus a little child, to
quote another example from Sully, seeing a
tramp limping along with a bad leg, ex-
claimed : *‘ Look at that poor ole man, he
has dot a bad leg. He dot on a very big
horse, and he fell off on a big stone and he
hurt his poor leg, and he had to get a big
stick.”” That this fiction was real to him,
no one could doubt, when he had geen the
same little chap stop crying, because his
mother had kissed the spot where he had
hit his head and had told him that it was
better.  But in time growingexperience will
shatter this comforting illusion, as it shat-
ters the false, though pleasing, hypotheses
of the scientist,
THE THIRD KIND

of imagination does more than reproduce
what has been seen and heard. It con-
structs new gcenes and new deeds. When
boys concoct plans to snare the rabbit or
trap the mink, they are no longer tied down
to imitation. They tear to pieces what they
have seen and heard, select what suits their
purpose, and put these together in a new
way. The craft of the hunter, the strategy
of the general, are simply developmients of
this power of recombining the facts of pre-
vious experience to meet new situations.
This awaking of constructive imagination in
the boy is but the prelude of reason,

*Be concrete,” *“ Appeal to the senses,”
excellent maxims thotgh they are, have
often been invoked to justify the use of
childish object-lesson methods in teaching
older boys. To give a boy a correct idea of
a zebra it is not necessary to take him to the
Z00,"" nor is it always necessary to hold a
picture before him. The teacher can utilize
his imagination. If the teachier has a clear
idea and is skilful and patient, he can watch
the boy building up in imagination a correct
image. The teacher, however, must start
from the boy's experience and direct him
what to omit, what to keep, how to recom-
bine it. Thus a zebra is like a horse, which
the boy knows, Then its characteristic dif-
ferences should be noted slowly, so that the
boy may have time to build up his image,




“\Whom His Mother Comforteth”

first color, then gize, then ghape, then move-
ments, then habits, and o on.

Teacher and pupil should exercise the
imagination more. For most men think in
pictures.

Dalhousie University, Halifax, N.S.

e
«WHOM HIS MOTHER COMFORTETH"
By Rev. E. A. MacKenzie, B.A., B.D.

We usually think of the word *“comfort”
ag being consolation in sorrow merely, but
the root-meaning of the word is much
broader than this. It is companionship with
strength, help in every time of need. A
mother ** comforts” her child by providing
for its every want ; what it ghall eat, what
it shall drink, what it ghall wear, where it
shall go, when it ghall waken and when it
shall sleep—all these are arranged by the
mother’s thoughtful care.  So God cares for
us. Everything that we need, our food and
raiment, everything that we hold sacred in
life, our homes and loved ones, all are from
the hands of God showered down upon us.

The mother's love for her child is also
ghown in denying it many things for which
it eraves. Ii the child in your home could
have everything it wanted it would destroy
itself. It would have the razor to fondle,
the lamp to play with, and the bottle labelled
“poison” to drink from. Such things the
child often longs for*and its tender hands
are petulantly stretcheds forth to clutch
them, but the wiser mother, in spite of
childish protests and bitter tears, puts these
dangerous things beyond reach, saying softly
bus firmly, *“No, baby cannot have them."

Fven go are we ghort-sighted children of
our heavenly Father. We want so much to
have certain things, but He will not let us
have them. We eagerly cluteh after them
and struggle and protest against Him when
we are denied. Often gmarting under gome
great disappointment, we say, out of broken
and rebellious hearts, that God’s hand is
heavy upon us. We are g0 glow to learn
that He knows us better than we know our-
selves, and that He is ten thousand times
more far-sighted than we can possibly be.

Of very much of a mother's care the child
is innocently unconscious. Through the
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years of helpless infancy he broods over it ;
by night she keeps many a vigil and by day
her eye is ever upon it. So, there is an un-
conscions guidance in every life. God sees
us past many a danger that we do not see
ourselves. He takes many an obstacle out
of our path, and ghuts up many a dangerous
by-way in our face. As Jean Ingelow says
in one of her books, ‘‘We goaway from
home in the morning and when we returin
in the evening and are asked, ¢ What has
happened to-day 2 we gay, ¢ O, nothing par-
ticular,’ when perhaps we have had an es-
cape at which the angels have marvelled.”

But especially a mother’s comfort is need-
ed in time of trouble. So God is a very
present help in time of need. As the hurt
child runs to its mother, who gathers him
to her breast and puts her ear down to the
quivering lips to listen to the recital of
pain and grief, a8 she administers comfort,
and the pain vanishes and the gobs cease and
the sun shines again, so God bows down His
ear to the ery of the distressed. In all their
afflictions He givessympathy and consolation
and makes answer, ‘‘As one whom his
mother comforteth, so will T comfort you."

Montreal

3

Said Rev. John Potts at the International
Sunday School Convention at Denver :—““The
grandest temperance organization on the top
of the earth is the Sunday School. 1 think 1
am safe in saying that every Sunday School
in the world is true to the principles of tem-
perance and total abstinence.”

e
STILL MORE PAGES

Additional pages have been added to the
Tgacners MontHLY, 80 that there may be
space for the material on which the lessons
in the new course in Scripture and Doctrine
are to be conducted and the examinations
held. The titles of the lessons for the pres-
ent month—The Gospel, The Written Gos-
pel, The Johannine Portraiture of Christ,
Plan and Contents of the Gospel according
to Mark—will give some notion of the
richness of the veins to be opened up. This
material is contributed by the General As-
sembly’s Sabbath School Committee, and is
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the pen of an eminent specialist, whilst
department of Doctrine is provided for
by full editorial treatmens, week by week,
of phe Question in the Shorter Catechism.

b

TEACHER TRAINING COURSE
Presbyterian Church in Canada
Announcement, 1902-3

The Teacher Training Course was estab-
lished by resolution of the General Assem-
bly of the Presbyterian Church in Canada,
at ite recent meeting in Toronto.

It is to be conducted under the direetion
of the Assembly’s SBabbath School Commit-
tee, and, with a view to promoting the
greater efficiency of Sabbath School work,
offers a conrse of study suitable for those
who are now Sabbath School teachers or
who wish to prepare for teaching.

The course covers two years, and em-
braces :

(a) Seripture.

(b) Doctrine.

(e) The Arvt of Teaching.
EXAMINATIONS

Examinations will be held in May of each
vear in local congregational centres, the
papers to be set and examined by persons
appointed by the General Assembly's Sab-
bath School Committee.

DIPLOMAS

A Certificate will be granted on the
passing of the examination in any ore sub-
jeet; and a Diploma when certificates have
been obtained in all the subjects of the
course,

To pass in any gubject 35 per cent. of the
total number of marks is required ; 60 per
cent. entitles to second class honors ; 75 per
cent. to firet class honors,

SUBJECTS OF EXAMINATION, 1902-3

Seripture—The contents and growth of the
New Testament, and the Geography and In-
stitntions of New Testament times, A series
of weekly lessons covering these topies will
be given in Tur Teacuers MonNTiLy during
the seven months beginning with October.

Doctrine—The Shorter Catechism, Ques-
tions 43 to 75 inclusive, as explained in Tue

Teacurrs MonTrLY, during the period men-
tioned above. (The writing out of the
“‘Questions’” will count in the examination. )

The Principles of Teaching—The Sunday

School Teaeher, by W. H, Hamill, D.D.
PREPARATION

It is hoped that the minister or gome other
trained teacher may undertake the prepara-
tion of teachers or Bible Class scholars in
some or all of the departments of the course.
Young People’s Societies are recommended
to take up at least some portion of the work
and undergo the examinations. Where no
class is practicable, careful individual study
should suffice as a preparation for the ex-
aminations.

EXPENSE

The only outlay necessary will be for Tne
Teacners MoxtiLy, 50c. per annum (five to
one address, 40c.) ; and Hamill’s ** The Sun-
day School Teacher,” 50c., plus be. for post-
age. For either of these l’(‘ll'lit to Rev. R.
Douglas Fraser, Presbyterian Sabbath School
Publications, Confederation Life Building,
Toronto.

For any further information desired, ap-
ply to Rev. J. M. Duncan, B.D., Secretary,
Sub-Committee on Teacher-Training, Con-
federation Life Building, Toronto.

Jonx Nei,
Convener, l,‘rlwrm—nn/:ly'n Sabbath
Sehool Committee
Toronto, August, 1902,
e
“GOT TO GO

‘‘No, Eddie ; you've got togo!" said a boy
recently, as his brother showed symptoms of
staying at home from Sunday School. “If
voudon't, teacher'll be sure to gay, ¢ Where's
Eddie?’ and I'm not going to make excuses
for you,”

It is a good thing for each scholar, from
the Bible-class down, to feel that he cannot
stay away without being enquired for. It
would be better still if he should be certain
in his own mind that he would be followed
up. In the West was one teacher whose
class was always well represented, except in
the stormiest of weather. One of its mem-
bers was asked why she attended ®o regu-




Order of Service—Fourth Quarter

larly, “Well,” wae the reply, “Tdidn’t at
first, but whenever 1 stayed away, I was
sure of receiving & visit in two or three days
from our teacher, who sat down and went
over all the lessons with me, so that I might
not miss anything. T found that T might as
well go as to have him come to me. That
was putting him to too much trouble. Now
1 like to go.”
e
ORDER OF SERVICE : Fourth Quarter
OPENING EXERCISES

1. SiLENCE.

11, SiNGING.

TI1. RESPONSIVE SENTENCES.

IV. Tre Lorp's Praver (repeated by the
whole school ).

QuperintENDENT. He that dwelleth in the
gecret, place of the most high shall abide
under the shadow of the Almighty.

Scroor. 1 will abide in Thy Tabernacle
forever: T will trust in Thy wings.

V. SINGING.

VI. PRAYER.

VII. Reapina or Lissox PassaGg, in con-
cert or alternate verses.

VIII. Singing.

THE LESSON

1. Stupy 1x Crasses.  Let this be entirely
undisturbed by Secretary’s or Librarian’s
distributions, or otherwise. The Teacher
should get throngh promptly with roll-call,
the collection (which may be taken in a
class envelope, or class and report envelope),
the memory verses, and the catechism.

I1. SINGING.

11T, REVIEW FROM SUPERINTENDENT'S DESK
which may include Recitation in concer of
Catechism, Lesson Title, Golden Text, Meni-
ory Verses and Heads of Lesson Plan.

CLOSING

I. ANNOUNCEMENTS ; SECRETARY'S
LiBRARIAN'S DISTRIBUTIONS.

AND

I1. SINGING.
1I1. RESPONSIVE SENTENCES.

QuperiNTENDENT. Truly my soul waiteth
upon God : from Him cometh my salvation.

Scmoor. My soul, wait thoun only upon
God ; for my expectation is from Him.

1V. Crosine Hymy or DoxoroGy.
V. BesepictioN or CLosiNG PRAYER

Our Publications

Lesson Helps

Tae TrAcHERS MONTHLY—At least 40 pages &
wionth, 50c. & year ;: § or more 1o one address, 40c, each

Tre HoMe STUDY QUARTERLY-—Fully illustrated,
20c¢. a year: H or more to one address, 10c. each.

Largely used also in the Home Department.

Te PRIMARY QUARTERLY—With a picture for each
lesson ; 20¢. yearly : 5or more to one address, 10, each,

Tre Hove STupy Learrer—Fully illustrated, 5c. a
year : sentonly in fives or multiples of five.

TrE PRIMARY LEAFLET—A picture for each lesson,
5¢. a year; seut only in fives or multiples of five.

Illustrated Papers

JEwELs—For the Little Ones: every week, hand-
somely illustrated ; single copies. 30c. & yuar: H
more to one address, 20c. each ; months not broken.

Trre Kina's OWN, continuing The Children's Record,
— For school and home, every week, and handsomely
ilustrated ; single copies, 40¢, a year : 5 or more w
one address, 25¢. each ; months not broken.

Our NEw PAper—For the older scholars and the
young people, to begin with the New Year, 1003 ; but
sample ready by October. Send for it.

Other Supplies
SHORTER CATECHISM, per doz., 20¢.; 100, §1.25.

SHORTER CATECHISM, With proofs, per doz., 35¢.: 100,
$1.75. Both our own revised editions.

LrssoN ScreME—Schedule of Lessons for the year,
with Topies for Proof, Catechism, ete., 50¢. per 100.

MEMORY PAssaaes—Connected and complete Serip-
ture passages in line of lessons, (for General Assem-
bly's Diploma and Primary Certificate) ; 50¢ per 100.

CARSON'S PRIMARY CATECHISM, per doz., 35c.:
per 100, §2.50. COLORED LEessoN Pierure Ro
75c. per quarter, §2.50 for year. PROVIDEN
COLORED RoOLL, T8¢, verqunr}cr.tl,oomr year,
mended. COLORED LESSON PICTURE CARDS, 2
quarter, 10¢. for year. PROVIDENCE COLORE
also highly recommended, 2}4e. per quart

Cards, sent only in lots of 5,10, 15, ete.; no

8, 8. Crass REGISTER (our own) He.
CRETARY'S RECORD (ourown) 20 classes,
ses, 40¢. 8, 8. SUPERINTENDENT'S RECOL.,
nicw.lr,\'lt. . REWARD CARDS AND TICKETS : CLASS
ENVELOPES; LIBRARY CARDS. WILDE'S BIBLE Pic-
TuRes (6 by 8 inches) 1c. each. OXFORD TEACHER'S
BiBLE, with Oxford Helps, complete, $1.25. ‘‘Gem"
edition, with PRESBYTERIAN BOOK OF PRAISE, $1.50.
BIBLE AND PRESBYTERIAN BOOK OF PraIsg, Oxford
Press, 40c. PRESBYTERIAN BOOK OF PRAISE, 50c., 10¢,
and fc, each. THE OXForD HELPS, complete, pocket
size, 40¢.

For THE HoME DEPARTMENT—Membership Cards,

or 100, 0c.: Quarterly Report Envelopes, . Ter
00; Canvasser's Report, per 100, $1.00: Descriptive
Leaflet, per 100, 50c.: Class Record, 2c. each. Sample
of Descriptive Leaflet free.

TEMPERANCE PLEDGE CARDS, 50c. per 100; PLEDGE
Books be

Y.F E. Toric CArps, containing * Uniform "
topics, complete, AND SPECIAL TOPICS OF PRESBYTER-
IAN “ PLAN OF STupy,” $1.00 per 100; Booklets,
with same matter AND DAILY READINGS, $1.50 per
100 : CONSECUTIVE BIBLE STUDIES, 50¢. per 100.

NOTE - 1, Orders for less than a year, at proportionate
TALes.

2. Payment should accompany orders in every case.

3. Supplies cease when time for which ordered, ends.

AppREsS REV. R. DOUGLAS FRASER,
CONFEDERATION, LIFE BUILDING, TORONTO
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BIBLE DICTIONARY l‘OWTH
QUARTER, 1902

Ad’-am. The place on the Jordan where
the waters were kept back while Israel
crossed over. It is supposed to be the ford
Damieh.

Am’-o-rites, A highland people who
dwelt on both sides of the Jordan.

Ash’-ta-roth. The plural of Ashtoreth,
a female deity of the Canaanites,

Ba’-al. The supreme male deity of the
Canaanites.

Ba’-shan. The country extending from
Gilead to Mount Hermon.

Beth’-le-hem. A gmall town in the ter-
ritory of Judah ; the home of Naomi and
David, and the birthplace of Jesus.

Be’-zer., The southern city of refuge on
the east of the Jordan.

Ca’-leb. One of the twelve spies, who,
with Joshua, gave a good report of the land,
and who received the uplands of Hebron as
a possession,

Ca’-naan-ites. A warlike tribe occupy-
ing the gea coast of Canaan, and part of the
Jordon valley.

Eb-en-e’-zer. ‘‘ A stone of help’; the
place where Samuel erected the memorial
pillar, having defeated the Philistines.

E’-gypt. The country in Africa from the
first catzract to the mouth of the Nile.

E’-li.  The high priest in the early vears
of Sammmel.  He dwelt at Shiloh.

Eph’/-ra-im. A son of Joseph, and the
name of one of the twelve tribes.  Thename
sometimes denotes the northern kingdom of
Israel. :

Eu-phra’-tes. A large river of Western
Asia, flowing into the Persian Gullf.

Gal’-i-lee. A district in Naphtali where
Kedesh was sitnated.  See Kedesh,

Gid’-e-on. One of the best judges of Is-
racl, He defeated the Midianites and gov-
erned Israel for 40 years,

Gil’-gal. A place near Jericho where the
Il.-‘nu*]il«-:-' encamped after crossing the Jor-
dan.

Gir’-ga-shites. A tribe of Canaan ; place
of abode unknown,

Go’-lan. The northern city of refuge on
the east of the Jordan,

He’-bron. The south city of refuge on
the west of Jordan,  See Kirjath-arba,

Hi’-vites. One of the races of Canaan
before the conquest of the country by the
Hebrews.

Hit’-tites. A powerful tribe of Canaan-
ites in the north of Palestine.

Jeb’-u-sites. A tribe of Canaan dwelling
at Jebus, that is, Jerusalem.

Jer’-i-cho. The city of palms sitna’ed
nlmr a palm forest six miles west of the Jor-
dan,

Jer/-ub-ba’-al. The name given to Gid-

.
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eon in connection with the incident <" ent-
ting down the grove of Baal. It mean. ““let,
Baal plead.”

Jor’-dan. The only large river of Pales-
tine. It rises in Mount Hermon and flows
gouth into the Dead Sea.

Josh’-u-a. The successor of Moses who
led the Israelites into Canaan.

Ju’.dah. The tribe of Israel gettled in
southern Palestine.

Ka’-desh Bar/-nea. The headquarters of
the Israelites during their wanderings in the
wilderness.

Keo’-desh. A city of refuge in Naphtali.
See Galilee.

Ke’-ne-zite. A tribe in or near Canaan
which became united with the Israelites

Kir’.jath-ar’-ba. The city of Arba, a
famous giant. Caleb captured it and called
it Hebron.

Kir/-jath-je’-a-rim. *‘The forest city,”
nine miles west of Jernsalem. The ark was
there for many yvears after it was returned
by the Philistines.

Leb’-a-non. A range of snow-covered
mountaing in the north of Palestine,

Mid’-i-an-ites. A nomadic tribe in North
Arabia,

Miz’-peh. *‘The watch-tower”; a small
town near Jerusalem, on a lofty mountain
3000 feet above sea-level.

Mo’-ab. The Moabites were descendants
of Lot, and dwelt east of the Dead Sea, and
northward to the brook Jabbok.

Mo’-ses. The gon of Amram and Joche-
bed ; the deliverer of Israel from Egyvptian
bondage. He led them through the wilder-
ness to the Jordan and died at Mount Nebo,
before entering the promised land.

Naph’-ta-li. One of the twelve tribes in
the far north of Palestine.

Per’-iz-zites. Dwellers in unwalled vil-
lages ; an important tribe of Canaan,

Ra’-hab. The woman whose family was
spared in the destruction of Jericho for her
kindness to the spies.

Ra’-moth. The central city of refuge on
the east of Jordan.

Reu’-ben. One of the twelve tribes dwel-
ling east of the Jordan.

Sam’-u-el. The on of Elkanah and Han-
nali. The name means, “agked of God.”
He was the last of the judges and the first of
the prophets,

She’-chem. A city of refuge in the hilly
country of Ephraim in the centre of Pales-
tine.

Tim’-nath-he’-res. The burial place of
Joshua in the hilly conntry of Ephraim.

Well of Ha’-rod. A fountain near Mount
Gilboa in the plains of Esdraelon. It was
about 150 feet in cirenmierence.

Zar’-e-tan. A high hill which projects
into and narrows the Jordan near the ford
Damieh. See Adam.
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Lesson 1.

JOSHUA ENCOURAGED

October 5, 1902

Joshuna 1: 1-11,  Commit to memory vs. 8, 9. Read Josh. chs. 1, g

1 Now after the death of Mo'ses the servant of the
Lorb it came to pass, that the Logrp spake unto
Josh'ua the son of Nun, Moses' minister, saying,

2 Moses my servant is dead ; now therefore arise,
go over this Jor'dan, thou, and all this people, unto
the land which I do give to them, even to the children
of 1s'mel.

3 Every place that the sole of your foot shall tread
upon, that have 1 given unto you, as I said unto
Moses,

4 From the wildernessand this Leb'anon even unto
the great river, the river Euphra'tes, all the land of
the Hitt ites, and unto the great sea, toward the going
down of the sun, shall e your | const.

5 There shall not any man be able to stand before
thee all the days of thy life: as T was with Moses, s0
l'wlll be with thee: I will not fail thee, nor forsake
thee.

# Be strong and of 2a good courage: for unto this
people shalt thou divide for an inheritance the land,
which I sware unto their fathers o give them,

Revised Version—! Border ; 2 Very courageous; 3

GOLDEN TEXT
Joshua 1: 9. Bestrong and of a good courage.
DAILY READINGS

M. —Joshua 1:1-11. Joshua encouraged.
T, —Joshua 1 :12-18. Obedient people.
W. —Exodus 3 : 7-15. Moses encouraged.
Th.—Deut, 17 : 14-20. God's law to be read.
F. —Dan, 10 : 1021, Be strong !
8, —2Tim. 2:1-15, A good soldier.
8. —Psalm 27, Strength from God,

CATECHISM
Q. 48. What is the preface to the ten commandments ?
A, The preface to the ten commandments isin these
words, Iam the Lovd thy God, which have brought thee
out of the land of Egypt, out of the house of bondage.

3

7 Only be thou strong and very courageous, that
thou mayest observe to do according to all the law,
which Moses my servant commanded thee: turn not
from it fo the right hand or to the left, that thou may-
st 3l|roﬂ‘:(.m vhithersoever thou goest. ¢

8 This k of the law shall not depart out of thy
mouth: but thou shalt meditate therein day and
nirht, that thou mayest observe to do according to
all that is written therein : for then thou shalt make
thy way prosperous, and then thou shalt have good
SUCCEss,

9 Have not T commanded thee? Bestrong andof a
good courage; be not 4 afraid, neither be thou dis-
mayed : for the Lord thy God is with thee whitherso-
ever thou goest,

10 Then Joshua commanded the officers of the peo-
ple, saying,

11 Pass through the host, and command the people,
saying, Prepare you victuals; for within three days
ve shall pass over this Jor'dan, to go in to possess the
landi. which the Lorp your God giveth you to pos-
seesit,

Have good success ; 4 Affrighted.

TIME AND PLACE
Forty ?'cnrs after the going out from Egypt: in the
nvnngo B.C. 1451. But some scholars fix the date
about 1251 B.C. The place was the plainsof Moab east
of and near the fords of the Jordan. The great city
of Jericho stood opposite and in full sight, The
wilderness was behind them, Canaan before.

LESSON PLAN

. A Leader Instructed, 1-4.
To earry out the purpose of God.

I
II, A Leader Enco 5-9,

Through (kx];u»reselu < and God's Word,
II1. A Leader ing, 10, 11,

In preparing God's people to possess the land.

LESSON HYMNS
Book of Praise, 246; 96 (Ps. Sel.) ; 248 ; 534 ; 231 500,

EXPOSITION
By Rev. W. G. Hanna, B.A,, Mount Forest, Ont..

Connecting Links—The book of Joshua
is the natural sequel of the books of Moses.
The latter give an account of the rise and
growth of the nation of srael, its deliverance
from bondage and journeyings to Canaan.
The former records thie conquest of Canaan

and settlement in the land. The Pentateuch
(Five-books) closes with the departuie of
Isracl’s great leader. The book of Joshua
opens with the commission of his successor
to carry the work of Moses to completion,
and the whole book centres on him.
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I. A Leader Instructed, 1-4.

V. 1. Now. The Hebrew conjunctive par-
ticle shows that what follows is connected
with the preceding narrative. Hence Joshua
is sometimes united with the books of Moses,
and the name “Hexatench” (Six-books)given
to the whole. After the death of Moses ; Deut.
ch. 34. The thirty days of mourning are
ended, and the children of Israel are now to
enter the land of promise. The servant of the
Lovd; the highest possible title. It marks
the fidelity with which Moses finished the
work the Lord gave him to do. Joshua as
vet is but “minister’ or ‘“‘attendant’ of
Moses. The higher title is not given to him
till his death, ch. 24:29. The Lord spake
unto Joshua. An immediate
communication from God
summoning Joshua, already
appointed (Num. 27:18-23)
to the discharge of the active
duties of leadership.

V. 2. Unto the land which T
do give to them. Canaan is con-
stantly represented as God’s
gift tothe people. Thechildren
of Israel; the sacred title by
which they should be known there as the
people of God. For the origin of the name
Israel, gee Gen. 32 : 28,

V. 3. Every place that the sole of your foot
shall tread upon. Only what they should
actually conquer was to belong to them.
God's promise covered the whole lJand. It
was their part to make the promise good. As
1 said unto Moses ; Deut. 11 : 24, Jehovah re-
minds Joshua that he isa covenant-keeping
God.

V. 4. From the wilderness. The Arabian
desert would be the southern boundary,
This Lebanon ; the northern boundary. Her-
mon, a peak of the Lebanon range, was vis-
ible from the encampment of Israel. Hence
‘““this” is used as if to point it out as close
at hand. The great river. The river Eu-
phrates was to be the north-eastern boun-
dary. It was ‘““the largest, longest, and by
far the most important of the rivers of west-
ern Asia.” The Hittites; the descendants
of Heth, the son of Canaan (Gen. 10: 15),
The strongest of the tribes inhabiting the
land, they are here taken to represent the

A Glimpse of
Canaan
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whole. The great sea. 'The Mediteranean,
in distinction from the Dead Sea. Your
coast ; that is, boundary. See Gen.15:18-21;
Ex. 23:31; Deut. 11: 24. This description
takes in the whole country from the Eu-
phrates to the Mediteranean, a territory six
times as large as the great tract between the
Jordan and the sea. The smaller tract,
which we call Palestine or Canaan, was to
be, so to speak, the sacred centre of the
holy nation.

II. A Leader Encouraged, 5-9,

V. 5. There shall notany man be able to stand
before thee.  The promise of invineibility
given to all the people (Deut. 7: 24 ; 11 : 25)
is here renewed to their leader, As Iwas
with Moses, so 1 will be with thee; a sure
ground of encouragement. I will not fail
thee. Compare Deut, 31 : 6, 8; 1 Chron. 28 :
20. ““The principles of God’s government
are always the same, however much the
local details may change.” (Heb. 13: 5.)

V. 6. Be strong and of a good courage. On
this condition the promise to Joshua was
suspended.  “‘ Michaelis remarks that the
Hebrew verb ‘to be strong’ denotes strength
of hand and arm to lay hold of and retain
anything ; while ‘to be firm’ denotes rather
firmness in the knees, and ability to main-
tain one’s position against the attack of foes.”

V. 7. That thow mayest observe to do all the
law; God’s holy law as given through Moses.
This would require strength and courage.
Hence the repetition of the command, which
is repeated four times in this chapter. Turn
not from it. He must keep to the straight
path of duty without any deflection to the
right hand or to the left. That thow mayest
have good success (Rev Ver.). True success
is found only in the doing of God’s will:
Whithersoever thou goest. Not only in the
great crises of life, but in all its details, is
divine guidance necessary.

V. 8. This book of the law. It would seem
obvious that in the time of Joshua the law
was a well known document. See Deut. 17:
18, 19. Shall not depart out of thy mouth.
Joshua was required to become go familiar
with the book of the law by constant perusal,
that it should govern all his commands and
decisions and constitute the constant theme
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of instruction. Thou shalt meditate therein day
and night ; 80 asto know well all its applica-
tions. That thow mayest observeto do ; exercise
care and diligence in observing the law fully.
8o Moses enjoined, Deut. 5:29; 28: 14.
Then ; not before, but consequent upen and
as a result of obedience, good success will
come.

V. 9. Have not I commanded thee? Joshua
is reminded again and again that it was not
his work, but God's work, which he had
been raised up to carry out. (Compare
Deut. 31: 7, 8, 23.) The Lord thy od is with
thee. This promise of divine companionship
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was the best antidote to doubt and fear.
III. A Leader Acting, 10, 11.

Vs. 10, 11. The officers o) the people ; Ex.
5:6,19; Num. 11: 16. The word denotes
(1) literally a ‘“ writer” or “geribe” ; then
(2) an overseer ; (3) generally, a leader of the
people. Pass through the host. To advise the
people of all the details of preparation. Pre-
pare you victuals ; as if the way were unob-
structed. Withimthree days. God'stimetable
was made out and would be adhered to.
Puass over this Jordan ; then at flood tide and
apparently impassable.

APPLICATION

By Rev. G. B. Wilson, Ph.D., Winnipeg, Man.

Moses my servant is dead, v.2. The loss to
God’s cause and church, due to the death of
a great leader may be incalculable, but it is
never irreparable. The fall of a standard-
bearer always comes as a summons to the
next in rank. God suffers no interregnum
in the earthly leadership of His people.
Moses the * servant of the Lord” may be
dead ; but God the Master is not; therefore
Moses’ minister becomes Moses’ successor.
Just because great men are gone from us, we
must rise and strive todo the still unfinished
work.

Now therefore a rise, go over this Jordan, V.
2. After centuries of preparation comes the
moment for action. Then to the voice of cir-
cumstance and the clamant need in the world
about us, is sometimes added the voice of
some servant of God pointing out the duty ;
andalwaysthe “‘oneclearcall” of conscience,
God's voice within our soul, saying *‘ Arise
and onward " T his call once clearly heard
should be accepted with absolute and un-
wavering confidence and should be immedi-
ately obeyed. Compliance may seein fearfully
perilous or even physically impossible ; but
God says “Over!” and our preparation to
obey reveals our faith in Him in whose
strength all things are possible.

Every place that the sole of your foot shall
tread upon, v. 3. God has given many king-
doms—material, educational, moral, reli-
gious, To all of us he offers dominion ; but
we must take possession—must enter in and
possess the land. Only through our own

trust and ene~gy can come the appropriation
and enjoyment of the promised land. *‘The
kingdom of heaven suffereth violence, and
the violent (the earnest and determined)
take it by force,” Matt. 11: 12. In regard
to moral and spiritual as well as material
possessions, we have but what we conquer.
Longfellow was right when he said :

“We rise by the things that are under
our feet,
By what we have mastered of good and

gain, -
By the pride deposed and the passions
slain,
And the vanquished ills that we hourly
meet.”

As I said unto Moses, v. 3. Whatever God
has promised to his people will surely be-
come their inheritance. Our promised land
issure. A place of holiness, of knowledge,
of service, of blessed companionship, of
fullness of joy awaits us, and, though there
are difficulties in the way, victories to be
won over evil tendencies, over sinful habits,
over selfishness and gin, and the Jordan of
death to cross at last, yet we need fear no
evil for it is our Father's good pleasure to
give us the kingdom.

There shall not any man be able to stand be-
fore thee, v. 5. The servant, while doing his
Master's work, would be invincible and
irresistible. Nor need we fear that we shall
not receive all the strength we require for
any duty God appoints. To our Joshua all
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power is given in heaven and in earth, and
His latest assurance was, *“ Lo, T am with you
alway, even unto the end of the world,”
Matt. 28 : 20,

As I was with Moses, so I will be with thee, v.
6. Every victory of every saint of God in
the past is a presage and guaranitee of our suc-
cess in the Chaistian life. What God has done
for others is a proof and an implicit promise
of what He can and will do for us,

“Twill not fail thee nor forsake thee,” v. b.
How weak Joghna would have been, how fore-
doomed to failure and discouragement, but
for that promise and that presence. God's
presence would not fail him in any erisis,
however momentous, in any struggle how-
ever severe and protracted. We too need
God’s presence, not merely when we begin
our work, but all through the long struggle
with our spiritual enemies, which ends only
at death. How comforting to know that

‘ He will never leave us,
He will not forsake ;
His eternal eovenant
He will never break.”

““ This book of the law, ete.”, v. 8. He who
walks where the Bible marks the way will
not go astray. He may be like “‘an infant
erying in the night,” but if he listens to the
Divine voice echoing out of the divine book,
he will find it a pillar of cloud and of fire to
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his soul. As we study and meditate upon
God's word, the Spirit of God comes to be the
mighty occupant of our inner man. If we
hearken to His voice, we shall not only go
aright ourselves, but others observing our
moral surefootedness will turn to the same
great drill book for their marching orders.

** Then shalt thou have good suveess, ete.’* v. 8.
Every man must make either a success or a
failure of his life. Success is possible in spite
of all odds and is certain if we govern our
lives in accordance with the divine method.
The only true success is that which a
man makes for himself and of himself. A
man’s best final product is himseli, We can
obtain no adequate success unless onr hearts
are turned to God and our souls live and
grow in and to Him. The only road to true
success is obedience to God.

“Have not T eommanded thee,’ v. 9. Tt
should be enough that we hear the Leader’s
orders clearly and distinetly, for with the
command to do is given the power to do.
“0 goul, remember here first of all the true
Joshua, thy Saviour Jesus Christ, who has
for thy good acquired the heavenly Canaan,
to prepare for thee a place there, that thou
also mayest dwell there and remain ; fight
therefore and subdue thy foesunder the lead
of thy Jesus, that thou nayest also oue day
take it.”  (Starke.)

POINTS AND PARAGRAPHS
By Rev. G. B. Wilson, Ph.D,

Death, for the servant of God, is promo-
tion. v. 1.

Our efforts cannot change the pist, but
they can mould the future, v, 2,

It is casier to do what God gives us to do
than to face the responsibility of not doing
it. v. 2.

We are responsible for obedience, God for
consequences. v. 3.

*“There are no disappointments to those
whose wills are buried in the will of God.”
(Faber.) v. 3.

““There is no failure in Christian work ;
the only failure is in not doing it.”” (Whipple.)
v. b,

Ruccess is certain when our purposes are
part of God's purpose, v, 7,

The Bible must be in the head and in the
heart, if it is to get into the life. v. 8.

In the presence of God fear gives place to
faith. v. 9.

The use of means should go along with
trust in God., v. 11.

It is for active service soldiers are drilled
and trained and armed and fed, That is
why yvouand I are in the world—not merely
to prepare to go out of it some day, but to
serve God in it now.—Henry Drummond.

The first and almogt the only book deserv-
ing of universal attention is the Bible. It is
a book which neither the most ignorant and
weakest, nor the most learned and intelli-
gent, can read without improvement.

Jewish tradition narrates that Moses out~
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lined to Joshua the work which lay before
Lim  Appalled at the greatness of the task
before hiim, Joshua rends his clothes and
falls at the feet of Moses, weeping to think
that he in his incompetence is left to take
the place of this mighty leader.  But Moses
raises him from the ground and places him

on a seat by his side ; comforts him with the
assurance that God has forseen and provided
for all these things from the beginning and
adds that he has been chosen by the Lord
for this post neither on acconnt of his virtue
nor his weakness, but through the Divine
compassion. —Deane.

LIGHT FROM THE EAST
By Rev. Professor Ross, D.D., Montreal

Hirrimes—They were probably the third
power in the world at the Exodus. They
were a people of the ancient northern type,
and came over the Taurus Mountains into
Syria. Their empire lay between their two
principal cities, Carchemish on the Euphra-
tes, and Kadesh on the Orontes ; but there
were settlements of them scattered from He-
bron to the Black Sea and the Kgean. They
seem to have been a peaceful agricultural
people, who knew how to defend themselves
when attacked. At Kadesh they measnred
swords with Rameses 1T, and while, ace wd-
ing to his own account, he was victorious, he

was glad soon afterwards to conclude a treaty
with them, the text of which still exists.
Their power was finally overthrown by
Sargon, King of Assyria, about 720 B.C. A
number of colored pictures of them have
been found on the monuments of Egypt.
They had beardless faces, with receding fore-
heads and projecting upper jaws. They
wore a pointed hat, a loose tunic, leather
boots with turned up toes, and tied their
jong yellow hair in a sort of pigtail. Tt
is intimated that Prof. A. H. Sayce has par-
tially deciphered the Hittite inseriptions
which have baffled scholars for thirty years.

TEACHING HINTS AND HELPS

This section embraces teaching material
for the various grades in the school,

For Bible Class Teachers
AN ANALYSIS

By Rev. P ipal MacVicar, D.D., LL.D.

The book of Joshua contains the history
of the eitranee of the chosen people into
Canaan ; their conquest of the country ; its
division by lot among their tribes, and the
setting up of the Jewish church in the land.
The history strikingly illustrates the faiths
fulness of God in fulfilling His promises to
the patriarchs. It embraces a period esti-
mated at between twenty-six and twenty-
seven years, We havein the present lesson :

1. God's announcement of the death of Moses.
(a) The annonncement was needed. No
man ever saw him die. God alone closed his
eyes on Nebo. But for this divine, authori-
tative statement what foolish conjectures or
superstitions might have arisen among the
people. (b) God gives the obitnary and the
future of the dead leader and legislator in
one emphatic phrase : ** Moses my gervant.”
Moses is dead, but his work goes on to com-

pletion. Hence (c) the practical inference
for his followers from the fact of his death :
« Now therefore arise.”” No useless despon-
dency, but ¢ Arise " to the great things yet
to be accomplished.

2. The appointment of Joshua as successor to
Moses. Many things pointed to his being
the right man for this high position. (a) He
was of illustrious descent. His grandfather,
Elishama, was a prince of the children of
Ephraim (Num. 7 : 48), and he enjoyed the
same rank. (b) He was educated as a soldier,
and now there is need of military tactics and
prowess. He can turn to good account the
experience gained in repelling the attack of
Amalek. (c) He has had speeial marks of
honor already conferred upon him. He ac-
companied his distinguished master part of
the way up Mount Sinai, and was one of the
two spies who gave the right report of the
promised land. (d) He received most valua-
ble training during long years of weary wan-
dering in the Arabian desert as Moses’ ““min-
ister” or attendant. Obscurity and the
faithful performance of humble, arduous
tasks are often the precursor of dignity and
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eminent service in the church of God The
call of God to office is not arbitrary, but
based upon divinely imparted fitness in the
order of providence,

3 The instructions explicitly given to Joshua.
(a) He is commanded to cross the Jordan,
and bring all the people, men, women and
children, with him. This is a severe test of
his faith, for the riveris now a raging torrent,
overflowing its banks (ch. 8: 15), and he
has no means by which to accomplish the
prescribed task. He can only trust in the
Almighty who divided the Red Sea, and yet
he must do his part, and be a co-worker with
God. Hence (b) he is charged three times
over to * be strong and of good courage,”” va.
6, 7, 9. The undertaking is vast and perilous
and must be prosecuted with resolute deter-
mination and in God’s prescribed way.
Hence (¢) His word must be strictly followed,
v. 8. Thus alone would he achieve success,
Thus it is still. They only who cling to
God’s truth with tenacity of purpose, and in
whom the word of Christ dwells richly, are
powerful for good for the snbjugation of evil
and the advancement of God’s kingdom.

4. The promises given to Joshua. The divine
promises embraced (a) Great possessions.
The boundaries are outlined in vs. 3, 4.
These are but the shadow of the eternal
inheritance which is ours by faith in Christ,
1Cor. 3: 21-23. (b) Victory in all conflicts.
Enemies shall utterly fail to make successful
resistance to his triumphant march, v. 5.
The certainty of success was gnaranteed also
by the oath of the Almighty : ““1sware unto
their fathers,” v. 6. * If God be for us who
can be against us?” Rom. 8: 31, Why
not confidently trust the Lord, take Him at
His word, and yield Him prompt obedience
as Joshua did ? ve. 10, 11,

For Teachers of the Boys and Gitls
By The Editor

Two heroes of the field divided the honors
at the coronation of King Edward VII,,
Roberts and Kitchener, the one an old man,
who was almost on the verge of retirement
when called forth to lead in South Africa.
He it was who, like Moses, marshalled the
hosts and began the conquest. Kitchener,
the younger man, like Joshua, completed it
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They have both won high titles and renown,
but no title can compare with that given to
Moses, and, at the close of hislife, to Joshua
also, ch. 24: 29,

A marked characteristic of all such heroes
is strength. Let this be our study to-day It
ought to be an interesting topic in this time
of athletics, As an appetizer to the lesson
read 1 John 2 : 14 (last part of verse) ; 2 Tim.
2:1;1Cor, 16:13; Eph. 6: 10,

L. The task was a strong man’s task  None
other could do it. Question it from the
scholars—the leadership of a nation scarcely
yet knit together ; the command of an army,
numerous, but raw, except for occasional
wilderness fighting ; the conquest of a country
unknown to him, save by a short visit, and
that 45 years before (Num. 13), a land held
by fighting peoples and filled with fortified
cities ; the division of the land, when con-
quered, amongst the tribes; besides, the
apparently preposterous present proposition
to leac the people across the raging and
bridgel s Jordan at its full flood. Who,
save Moses, has ever had a task appointed
him more needful of strength ?

2. The promises were a guarantee of strength.
Question out these also—ve. 3, 4;v 5:v.6 3
v. 7, with its warning that courage and obedi-
ence were twin brothers: v. 8, with the
finger pointing to the book (the Bible : Bible
just means book) as the great magazine of
knowledge and strength ;and best of all, v. 9,
last clause,

8. The action taken was a strong man’s course—
instant obedience ; toa seemingly impossible
covenant ; victuals ready, although no bridge;
thetime set ; and all because ** The Lord your
God giveth you to possess it,"” v. 11. Close
with the Golden Text,

Some Test Questions
Why called the Book of Joshua?
The meaning of the name Jogshua? What

is its New Testament eqnivalent?

The leader who had gone? His title?
The force of “* Now, therefore,” in v. 2.
How far back had the land been promised ?
How much of it were they to have?
Give the geographical boundaries ?
The great promise of vs. 5-9?
The importance of strict obedience, v. 77
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The piace in Joshua's life of the book of
the law ?

What is Joshua's response to God’s call ?

In what practical action does it result?

What specific promise given to the people?

The secret of Joshua's promptness and
courage ?

Prove from Scripture
That we ghould meditate on God’s law.

Topics for Brief Papers
(To be assigned the Sabbath previous. )
1. Joshua the spy (Num. 14 ; 6-10.)
2. Joshua the soldier,
3. Joshua the bible student.

The Catechism
By the Associate Editor

[For examination in Doctrine in the General
Assembly’s Teacher Training Course, see p 423.]

Ques. 43. The Preface tothe Ten Command-
ments. A *“preface” isastatement ‘‘ uttered
before” to prepare the way for what follows.

Before the commandments are given, the
atteation of the Israelites is directed to their
gource. God speaks of Himself and of what
He has done for His people before he speaks
of what they ought to do.

Every word of what God says concerning
Himself is full of precious meaning, as only
the words of God can be. In this brief but

FOR TEACHERS OF
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weighty preface God tells His people three
things—(1) What He is; (2) ‘What He is to
His people ; (3) What He has done for His
people.

«Tam Jehovah.” This is what God says
of His own nature. The use of the pronoun
«1" indicates that God is a person who can
love and can be loved by us, and with whom
we can have fellowship. Jehovah is a title
which denotes that God’s existence is inde-
pendent of any other being or cause, and
has neither beginning nor end. It conveys
the same idea as T AM in Exod. 3: 13, 14.
«Tam Jehovah thy God.”” Thus the great
self-existent, eternal Person declares what
He is to His people. He is to them all that
the word God means—the object of supreme
love, adoration, gratitude, confidence and
submission.

More than this, when He says to His
people as a nation and as individuals, ** Tam
thy God,” He means that He has entered
into convenant with them.

«Which have brought thee out of the
land of Egypt, out of the house of bondage "
—redeemed thee from slavery and oppres-
sion. And this God ig the same, for He
never changes. He will be to us even more
than He promised to be to ancient Israel, if
we accept the greater deliverance from sin
which He has provided for us in Christ.

THE LITTLE ONES

By Mrs, Jessie Munro Johnston, North Bay, Ont,

Introduction—A little boy called to his father, who was starting
I love you thirty miles long!” A little girl shouted : *“Good-by, dear

“(Good-by, papa;

on a long journey,

papa; you can never ride to

the end of my love.”

We can never get to the end
of God’s love. The children of
Israel never got to the end of
God’'s love, Wherever they
journeyed His loving presence
was ever with them.

With sand tray or on black-
board, picture the tents on the
east side of Jordan. (Recall the
death of Moses.) A heavy stroke
in the foreground will repre-
sent the present leader.

Recall the story of the two

brave spies (Num., chapters 13
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and 14). God remembered these two faith-
ful ones.  When He needed a leader for His
people He called Joshua, one of these two, v.
2. God needed a brave man, for there were
many dangers and many enemies to be met.
The cowards were of no use in God's work.
Were you ever sick ? Did you have to take
“ nasty medicine " and stay in bed? Do you
think father and mother loved you when
they gave you the medicine? Insome such
way lead the children to see that all the
hard lessons and troubles that God sends His
people are only given by a loving Heavenly
Father that they may grow better and better,
and more fit to become the kind of people
He intends them to be, and to enjoy the
beautiful home God has ready for them,
Lesson Thought—I ghould be brave.
Lesson—Desceribe the annual overflow of
the Jordan river. It is now the time of the
flood. Here are God’s people—before them
is the deep wide river. Beyond that river
are giants ready to fight any one who comes
into the land, and cities with great walls and
gates,
Golden Text—God’s orders were : *‘ Arise !
Go! T will not fail thee nor forsake thee.”
Repeat Golden Text.

Joshua Encouraged

Our Part—Explain our part in God's
promise. If we do our part (vs. 6-8), ““ Then
thon shalt make thy way prosperons, and
then thou shalt have good success.”
Children’s Fears—Are you afraid of any-
thing? (It may be of the dark, ora thunder-
storm, etc.) Let the children tell you of
their fears. God's promises are meant for
you little people, too. If we keep close to
Him, love His word, do His will.
Glod Sees—Repeat—

When I run about all day,
When I kneel at night to pray,
When I'm dreaming in the dark,
While I lie awake and hark,
Need T never know a fear?
Night and day my Father’s near.

Tell of some brave one who loved God's
word. Livingstone, facing all the dangers of
the ‘“‘Dark Continent,” read his Bible four
times. Stanley, following in his footsteps,
read his Bible three times during the futigue
and sickness and danger of exploring Africa.
These were very brave men, and reading the
Bible made them braver still,

How to be brave—They obeyed v. 8, and
that made them brave men.

BLACKBOARD REVIEW

_By The Editor.

S eek the Lord

T rust His guidance
R ead His word

O bey His will

N ote present duty
G o and do it

Here is a recipe for strength,

Begin with a clean blackboard ; and propose the question

for discussion—How to be strong. You will find an interested audience on this point
wherever the young are, for the glory of the young is their strength. Print in good plain
capitals and one above the other 8-T-R-O-N-G. The remainder is easily wrought out.
Joshua had long, long before sought and found the Lord, He had trusted in His guidance
at that testing time in Num. 13 and 14. He had read God’s word, and the command is, still
to study it. His strength will belp him to obey, and obedience will increase his strength,
To mark clearly the duty closest to hand and go at once to do it, are gigns of strength and
will promote strength. In closing blot out all but the first words of each line, and then all
but the initial letters,
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CROSSING THE JORDAN

October 12, 1902

Joshua 3 :9-17. Study Joshua3:9to4:7. Commit to memory vs. 15-17.  Read Joshua
3:1t05:12

9 And Josh’ua said unto the children of Ts'rael,
Come hither, and hear the words of the Lorp your

God.,

10 And Joshua said, Hereby ye shall know that the
living God is among you, and that he will without
fail ﬁriw out from before you the 1 Ca'naanites, and
the 2 Hit'tites, and the 3 Hivites, and the 4 Per’izzites,
and the s Gir‘gashites, and the ¢ Am’orites, and the 7
Jeb'usites,

11 Behold the ark of the covenant of the Lord of
all the earth passeth over before you into Jor'dan.

12 Now therefore tuke you twelve men out of the
tribes of Israel, # out of every tribe a man.

13 And it shall come to pass, 9 as soon as the soles
of the feet of the priests that bear theark of the LoRrD,
the Lord of all the earth, shall rest in the waters of
Jordan, that the waters of Jordan shall be cut off from
the waters that come down from above; and they
shall stand 10 upon an heap.

14 And it came to pass, when the people removed
from their tents, to pass over Jordan, and the priests
bearing the ark of the covenant before the people ;

15 And as they that bare the ark were come unto
Jordan, and the feet of the priests that bare the ark
were dipped in the 11 brim of the water, (for Jordan
overfloweth all his banks all the time of harvest,)

16 That the waters which came down from above
stood and rose up 19 upon an heap 12very far from the
city A’dam, that is beside Za'retan : and those that 13
came down toward the sea of the 14 plain, even the
salt sea, failed, and were cut off: and the people
passed over right against Jer'icho.

17 And the priests that bare the ark of the covenant
of the Lorp stood firm on dry ground in the midst of
Jordan, and all the Is'raelites passed over on dry

ruiui. until all the people were passed clean over

or' dan,

Revised Version—! Canaanite : 2 Hittite ; 3 Hivite ; ¢ Perizzite ; 5 Girgashite ; 8 Amorite : 7 Jebusite ; 8 For?
9When ; 10 In one heap; 1 Brink ; 12 A great way off, at Adam, the city that is; 13 Went; 14 Arabah.

GOLDEN TEXT

Isn, 43: 2. When thou ‘{;ulen through the waters
I will be with thee; and through the rivers, they
shall not overflow thee.

DAILY REAEINGS

M, —Joshua 3 : 1-13, "
T, —Joshua 3: 14 to 1:7.}‘ rossing the Jordan.
18,

W, The memorial.
Th The God of Elijah.
F A memorial of merey.

A song of praise.
God’s presence.
CATECHISM
. 44, What doth the preface to the ten commandments
teach us?
A. The preface to the ten commandments teacheth
us, That hecause God is the Lord, and our God, and

8 —Psalm 114,
8. —Isa, 43:1-11,

Redeemer, therefore we are bound to keep all his
commandments,

TIME AND PLACE

On the tenth day of Nisan, that is, late in March or
early in April, B.C.1451 (or B.C. 1251 : see last lesson),
the Israelites marched a day from Shittim, their
camping-place (Josh. 2:1) anud crossed the Jordan
near Jericho.

LESSON PLAN
1. The Promise of God, 9-11,
To bring His people into Canaan,
II. The F+ Israel 3
Shown in their going forward at God's bidding.
II1. The Removal of Hindrances, 15-17.
By God's power on condition of their obedience.
LESSON HYMNS
Book of Praise, 67 (Ps. Sel.) : 277; 273 ; 266 ; 275 H04.

EXPOSITION

Connecting Links—The people accepted
the leadership of Joshua, and threatened
death to any one who would disobey him
ch. 1: 16-18. Spies were sent to Jericho by
Joshua, learn the situation there, 2: 9-11,
and after a hairbreadth escape (v. 15) return
with encouraging intelligence (vs. 23, 24).
The encampment of the Israelites was then
removed from Shittim to the banks of the
Jordan, where Joshua gave orders for the
sanctifying of the people (32 1-6) and received
special encouragement from God. vs. 7, 8.

1. The Promise of God. 9-11.

V. 9. Hear the words of the Lord your God.
Their conquest of the land must be accord-
ing to the direction of God. Hence, they
were thus summoned to listen to a state-
ment of His requirements.

V. 10. Hercbhy ye shall know. This was the
lesson that the miracle of opening a way
through the river was fitted to teach. That

the living God is among you ; a God who is
active, and working in nature and grace
(Deut. 5: 26), as distinct from the dead, inert
idols of the heathen, Lev. 19: 4 ; Deut. 32:
21 ; Jonah 2:8. The presence of God would
be manifest and his attributes shown by the
work He would do for His people. He will,
without fail, drive out before you. God had
promised them success, ch. 1: 2-6. The
miracle about to be performed was a further
guarantee of the promise. The Canaanites,
ete. See p. 386, Bible Dictionary. The
names of the tribes occupying the land
(Deut. 7:1)are mentioned, to remind the
Israelites that God has taken account of and
provided against every obstacle.

V. 11. The ark of the covenant or *‘testi-
mony "’ ; o called because it contained the
“testimony,” or two tables of stone on which
the Ten Commandments were written,  For
the position of the ark on the march see
Num. 10: 33-36. The Lord of all the earth; and
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t'hmvfow. possessing the right and the power
to give this portion to them. Passeth over
hefore you. To open the way before them.
Their safety lay, therefore, in simply follow-
ing God.

II. The Faith of Israel, 12-14.

V. 12,13, Take you twelve men out of the
tribes of Isracl. Thus the whole nation was
represented.  In like manner were the spies
chosen, Num. 13: 2. And it shall come to
pass; a promise fulfilled in v. 16. The soles
of the feet of the priests that bear the ark of the
Lord. The ark of the Lord becomes the
symbol here, just as the rod of Moses was at
the Red Sea (Ex. 14: 16) and with it was to
be associated the excercise of divine power.
The waters of Jordan shall be eut off. At the
point indicated the downward flow of waters
ceased, and the river swept back till the
waters above were heaped up as asolid wall,
Ex. 15: 8.

V. WM. The priests bearing the ark of the
covenant before the people. Tt was required
that there should be a space of 2,000 cubits,
about three quarters of a mile, between the
priests and the front line of the host, ch. 3:
4. This was intended to impress reverence
for sacred things upon the people, and the
space would enable all to see the ark. The
march was begun before the river divided.
Joshua had faith in God, ch, 1: 11, and
the people also had learned to trust.

III. The Removal of Hindrances, 15-17,

N 15, For Jordan overfloweth all his banks
all the time of harvest.  The barley harvest is
here meant, for the Israehtes crossed the
Jordan on the 10th day of the first month
(ch. 4:19), that is, four days before the
Passover (Ex. 12: 6), and the wheat harvest
was not finished till Pentecost, also called
the Feast of Weeks, fifty days later in the
vear, Ex. 34:22. The overflowing of the
river was due to the melting of the snows on
the Lebanon range at the gource of the river.
Travellers to-day find the water ten or
twelve feet deep in April. At other seasons
the river is fordable. It may be that the in-
habitants of the land trusted to the swollen
flood to stop the progress of the children of
Israel, for they did not come down to the
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bank to oppose them, should they eross.

V. 16. A great way off, at Adam (Rev. Ver.)
Probably at the ancient bridge of the Damieh-
ford, 15 or 20 miles above the encampment
of the Israelites. The river is very narrow
here with a ridge of mountaing on either
side. Those that came down . Jailed.
Several miles of the river would seem to
have run dry, so as to allow the speedy
passage of the children of Tsrael.  The plain;
or Arabah, that is, the valley through which
the Jordan ran to the Dead Sea.  The salt sea ;
the Dead Sea : ealled the salt sea from the
intense saltness of the water. The human
body floats in it like a cork. Passed over
right against Jericho ; the stronghold and key
of the country. Its capture required the
strong faith quickened by the miracle.

V. 17. The priests that bare the ark. The
river flowed on as usual till the feet of the
priests touched its brim, Then it ceased to
flow, and they bore the ark of God into the
dried watercourse. Stood firm on dry ground.
They did not yield, asif afraid that the water
wounld sweep over them, They stood as if
holding the flood. By the faith of the priests
the people would be the more encouraged to
cross without hesitation,

All the Israclites passed over on dry ground.
“The ark,” says Dean Stanley, *‘stood
above, The people passed below. The
women and children, according to Jewish
tradition, were placed in the centre, from
the fear lest they ghould be gwept away with
the violence of the current.””  Until all the
people were passed elean over Jordan.  As they
were led out of bondage by miracle (Ex. 14,
29) so they are led into the land of promise.
In the one case as in the other ‘their foes
were dismayed.

When the river was crossed the twelve
chosen representatives (ch. 3 : 12) took each
a stone from the bed of the river, where, the
feet of the priests stood firm with the ark of
God, and earried them to the further ghore
and set them up at the first lodging place in
the land, c¢h. 4: 3. The twelve stones were
to be a perpetual memorial of this miracle of
merey to the generations following, vs. 6, 7.
Twelve stones were also set up in the river
bed, where the crossing had been made, and
where the ark had stood, v, 9.

T —
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APPLICATION

Come hither, and hear the words of the Lord
your God, v. 9. Thusshould it be with all our
undertakings, the great and the small. We
may be plainly in the way of God's com-
mandments and in the line of His purposes.
Our first plans may have been laid under
His guidance and with a desire for His
glory. Step by step we may have been led
by His guidance. And yet the last decisive
step remains. It should never be taken
without once more turning to Him. God
has always some last word for us which will
dispel a lingering doubt, relieve an over-
anxious heart, lessen the difficulties of the
undertaking and send us with a firmer step
and a lighter heart out upon the untrodden
and untried path. Perhaps if, like these
people on the Jordan brink, we drew near
once again at the crisis of our lives to ** hear
the words of the Lord our God,”” we should
more frequently behold His mighty works.

The living God is among you, V. 10, God is
the living, loving, personal God, whom
Jesus has taught us to call *“Our Father.”
We too may recognize the presence of “the
living God " among us by His word, which
He still causes to be perpetually proclaimed
among us; by His providential dealings with
each one of us personally; by His living,
quickening Spirit; by His dealings with the
nations of the earth; and by the progress of
the kingdom of Christ in the world, more
particularly by the successes of modern mis-
sions. Before the hosts of God's Isracl
to-day is not some empty name which has
lost its power to inspire His foes with terror
and His followers with the consciousness of
victory, but the living, loving,ever-victorious
Lord, who was dead and isalive forevermore
and to whom has been given all power
both in heaven and in earth. Draw on this
power by prayer in faith, It has been pre-
engaged for us. ‘‘Whatsoever ye shall
ask the Father in my name, He will give it
you,” John 16 : 23.

He will without fail drive out . . the Canaan-
ites, v. 10, God is still sifting out the peoples.
Those nations that honor Him and obey
Him"" will and does honor, sometimes by
making them the scourge of wicked nations.

Those that despise Him are going to the
wall. Shaken Spain, and flippant France
and decadent Austria are weakening to-day.
The warning is plain to us—our own new land
—toshun thesins which are driving them out
and to seck after that ** righteousness which
exalteth a nation.”

The ark of the covenant . . passeth over before
you, v. 11, The pillar of eloud ceases to be
their guide, but they are none the lesssurely
and safely led. It is the ark in which was
hidden the *testimony’’ of the Lord which
is their guide now. God's methods of guid-
ance change from time to time ; but He never
fails to guide. The word of His testimony is
still tolead us on and mark outour pathway.
Men may see it from different angles in dif-
ferent centuries ; new methods of interpreta-
tion may be applied to it causing new light
to break forth from it, or threatening some-
times to obscure its clear bright shining, but
it remaing the Word of God which liveth and
abideth forever, and which is a lamp to
men’s feet and a light to their path.

The priests bearing the ark . . . before the
people, v. 14, Ministers of the Christian re-
ligion, office-bearersin the Christian chureh,
and Sabbath School workers, are the natural
leaders of God’s Israel to-day. It is not their
place to wateh the drift of religious opinion,
and then follow in its wake, like political
opportunists. It is theirs to lead the van in
thought and effort. They should be able to
stand firm on dry ground, giving no uncer-
tain sound as to the way of life or the duty
of the hour. They should be foremost in
zeal, in holiness, in self-denial, in vietory
over the world, the flesh and the devil. If
it be the duty of the office-bearers to lead and
of the teachers to teach, it isequally our duty
to follow and to learn. We have all much
reed to pray for a humble and teachable
spirit and for grace to follow in the ap-
pointed way. Evenin the first generation of
Christians, it was necessary to warn men to
be *‘swiit to hear, slow to speak’ (James
1:19), and the same apostle added, My
brethren, be not many masters, knowing that
we shall receive the greater condemnation,”
ch.3: 1
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The people . . . passed clean over Jordan,
v. 17. Between usand every new and higher
good, every great material acquisition, every
great intellectual acquirement, every great
spiritual gain, every new stride forward and
upwari, every long step towards the con-
quest of our promised land, even between

us and our heavenly home, lies some rolling,
threatening, interposing Jordan of difficulty.
It is there not to bar our entrance or stay
our progress, but to develop new qualities of
perseverence and trust and to give us new
experiences of God’s power and love, that
we may be strong to go on.

POINTS AND PARAGRAPHS

Happy is the people that has God-fearing
rulers, v. 9.

The army of the living God may be out-
numbered, but can never be overcome, v, 10.

God is supreme. His empire embraces
‘“all the earth.”  No nation may disregard
Him and remain scathless ; and none seek
Him in vain. v. 11,

The nation as well as the individual should
honor God. v. 12,

The Creator of the world can surely con-
trol its forces. v. 13,

Faith proves itself by action. v. 14,

Difficulties overcome beccme bulwarks of
faith. v. 15,

The will of God makes of barriers gate-
ways, to the obedient, v, 16,

Past deliverances shonld inspire with cour-
age for future dangers, v. 17,

He that will enter into the promised land
on high must also be up carly and waste no
time, otherwise he will not reach it.—Starke,

Here is a word for ministers and
teachers: “If those who are to be mere
spectators of the great works of God should
first sanctify themselves, how much more
have those need of sanctification whom God
will employ as His servants for the per-
formance of His work.—Hedinger,

While we make God's precepts our rule,
His promises our stay, His providence our
guide, we need not dread the greatest diffi-
culties we meet with in the way of duty.—
Matthew Henry,

The heart meltsand the courage flees when
one is face to face with great difficulties and
dangers and knows not “the living God.”
Every new experience in life, every doubt
dispelled, every obstacle overcome, every
danger braved, every deliverance experi-
enced, should increase our knowledge of and

dependance upon and submission to ‘“‘the
living God.”

If the Jews had failed the world would
have been lost. The true religion would
have vanished, the mission of Christ would
have been impossible, In these contests, on
the fate of one of these nations of Palestine,
the happiness of the human race depended.—
Dean Stanley.

Teachers and preachers require to be
models of courage and constancy. They are
the officers in God's army. Their place is
ever in the van-guard, and it is a sad thing
when in the hour of battle the officers are
‘‘outstripped in self-denial, in courage, in
dash and daring by the common soldiers,”

** As Israel went dryshod through Jordan,
as Daniel passed in and passed out of the
den of lions, g0 God’s people pass unharmed
through many a danger. When thon comest
to the dreaded difficulty, be it what it may,
thou wilt find that because His feet have
been dipped in the brink, it has dwindled in
its flow. Tts roaris hushed ; its waters are
shrunken ; its violence is gone, The iron
gate stands open. The stone is rolled from
the sepulchre. Ths river bed is dry. Jericho
is within reach.”

They must follow the priests as far asthey
carried the ark but no further. 8o we must
follow our ministers only as they follow
Christ.—Henry,

Psalm 114: 8, 5 commemorates this deliver-
ance :

*“ The sea saw it, and fled ;
Jordan was driven back . . .
Whataileth thee, O thou sea, that thou fleest?
Thou, Jordan, that thou turnest back 7"

When Cortez landed on the shores of
America with his army for the conquest of
America, he burned his ships behind him.
There was no retreat. 8o Cwsar in his com-




mentaries tells us that the Helvetii, when
they migrated, burnt up everything that they
could not take with them. Houses, villages,
crops, everything that could hold out to
them any inducement to turn back from
whatever obstacles or foes they might en-
counter, were given to the flames. — Peloubet.

Light from the East

The waters rose in a heap. It is legitimate
to enquire if this occurrence might have been
produced by God through a landslide in
some narrow gorge further up the river.
The following incident is recorded by the
Arab historian, Nowairi: The Sultan Bey-
bars L. of Egypt wished to transport an army
across the Jordan and began the construction
of a bridge, the remains of which still exist
near Damieh, probably the ancient Adam.

This section embraces teaching material
for the various grades in the school.

For Bible Class Teachers

AN ANALYSIS

We have here an account of a wonderful
work of God, a stupendous miracle, some-
thing wholly out of the ordinary course of
divine activity, aside from what are called
natural laws. We may regard it in the fol-
lowing agpects :

‘1. The miracle predicted and its purpose
stated, vs, 9-13.  (a) Joshua, the warrior and
successor of Moses, assumes the role of pro-
phet. He acts as the mouth-piece of God to
the people, bids them come near and listen
to the words of the Lord their God regarding
what He is about to do in their behalf, (b)
One purpose of the miracle predicted was to
open a highway through Jordan by which
Israel might pass into possession of their
promised inheritance. But this was not all.
It was to serve a higher spiritual purpose,
viz., to penetrate their fickle hearts with the
abiding conviction, ‘‘the living God is
among you, and He will without fail drive
out from before you the Canaanites” etc.,
v. 10, What the church of to-day needs is
a deep sense of an omnipotent, ever-present
God, who constantly touches and moves the
secret gprings of all things.
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One of the piers gave way owing to the river
being in full flood. While they were trying
to repair it on the night of Dee. 7th, 1267,
the channel of the river suddenly ran dry.
The defects in the piers were hurriedly
strengthened and at the same time mounted
men were gent up the river to ascertain the
cause. They found it dammed by a lofty
mound which had fallen into it. The water
gpread itself over the valley, above the block
gorge and was held back from midnight until
the fourth hour of the day. Then the water
broke up the earth which had fallen into the
channel and swept it away. If such an oc-
currence took place when the Israelites
crossed, and seve:ol miles of the bed were
dry, the crossing need not have taken long.
The miracle in that case would be the provi-
dential arrangement of time and place.

2. The miracle performed. (a) The hearts
of the people were divinely touched and
moved to obey the words of Joshua. They
“removed from their tents, to pass over
Jordan” (v. 14), while as yet there was no
way open to do so. They walked by faith,
not by sight, and God never fails those who
obey His word by the mouth of His ser-
vants. Hence (b) In literal fulfilment of
what was foretold, when the ark, thesymbol
of the divine presence, borne by the priests,
approached the brink of Jordan, its rushing
current was at once arrested, and the way
opened for the redeemed of the Lord, vs. 15,
16. (c) Special prominence is given to the
presence of the ark and the ministry of the
priests, “‘They stood firm on dry ground
in the midst of Jordan " v. 17. Their daunt-
less presence in the place of danger would
strengthen the timid and wavering and thus
secure their safety. God employs men of
like passions with ourselves for our eternal
advantage. The priests, at this juncture in
Israel’s history, must lead, must go forward,
and then God puts forth His hand and
divides the flood of Jordan, v. 13. 8o the
preachers and teachers of truth in our day
must not be lagging behind. They should
be men of foith, courage and action. They
should be found wherever there is peril,
difficulty and danger. When Christians of




400

this type lead, the rest follow, and God
makes their efforts effective.

8. The miracle commemorated. Those who
passed between the watery walls in the bed
of Jordan must have been deeply impressed
by what God did for them. But memory is
treacherous and the human heart deceitful.
Hence the gpecial means here employed to
perpetuate the sense of God's goodness. (a)
Twelve men were selected, one from each
tribe, to act as representatives. Why was
this? To express the unity of the nation as
the people of the Most High. This spirit of
unity is essential to godliness. The Saviour
prayed ‘‘that they all may be one’, John
17:21. Paulsaid, *‘ Mark them which cause
divisions” Rom. 16: 17. Where there are
divisions, racial or religious, the Lord’s work
is marred. (b) The twelve men took up each
a ston *“ out of the midst of Jordan, out of
the place where the priests’ feet stood’” and
made them into a cairn to *‘ be for a memo-
rial unto the children of Israel forever,” ch.
4:7. They would ever be visible reminders
of what the Lord had wrought. More than
this, they were to be used as object lessons
for the young in coming generations, ch. 4:
6, 7. So now, when the Lord’s supper is
observed, the young should be taught its
meaning, that it commemorates infinite love
for sinful men, that it speaks of the pastand
of the future, that we do this *“in remem-
brance” of Him, of the Christ of God, ““till
He come.”

For Teachers of the Boys and Gitls

The scholars will have many questions to
ask before the lesson is over, for there are
wonderful things recorded here. Prepare
them for the great workings of God’s power
by having them mark some great facts: (a)
These were God’s own people; He had
called them as far back as Abraham, cen-
turies before; (b) He had snatched them
out of Pharaoh’s grasp and brought them
through the Red Sea ; (¢) He had held them
8o dear as to give them forty years of disci-
pline; (d) He had a hundred times pro-
mised them that the land of their fathers,
where Abraham and Isaac and Jacob were
buried, should be restored to them.

They are now at last on the borders of
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that land. Is it like Jehovah to fail them?
Is anything too hard for Jehovah, in bring-
ing them in? As solid facts we have here :

1. A wonderful prediction and promise.
Picture the look of awe and the reverential
tones of the great soldier in v. 9. He hon-
ors himself by thus honoring God. Meas-
ure, if you can, the great end to be accom-
plished by what was to happen. It was not
merely that the gates to Canaan were to be
opened, but a sign was to be given that vie-
tory should be theirs in the years to follow,
v. 10. ““In this sign we conquer,” was bla-
zoned beneath the cross on the flag of the
Roman Emperor Constantine, Thisdeliver-
ance at Jordan would be ever a banner for
cheer and victory. Sketch the progriymme
—do not work out all the details, or vs. 14-
17 will be forestalled. The ark—wherefore
called ““ the ark of the covenant ' ?—at the
head of the hosts ; and wherefore go? The
twelve representatives. The priests march-
ing steadily forward, ‘‘ up against '’ an over-
flowing river. And the marvellous promise
of the dividing of the waters.

2. An equally wonderful fulfilment. Behind
every promise of God stands God. (See 2

Cor. 1: 20.) Many faults and shortcomings
had these people of God—and who has not ?
—but that day, at any rate, faith triumphed.
What a fine Jlong sentence verses 14-16
make ; and it is none too long for the mag-
nificent gcene which finds its climax in the
closing words of the sentence. Have the
class read it together, every word of it, and
then make all the steps stand out each one
by itself. Do notallow thescholars to draw
you off into profitless discussion. Answer
their questions, but carry them on until
“all the people’ are passed ‘‘clean over
Jordan.” What a God to know about,
mighty and merciful ! How easy it should
be to go where He bids and follow where
He leads !

Some Test Questions
What time fixed for the erossing?(ch. 1:11.
What preparations then ordered ?
How many spies sent over ?
What did they discover?
How did they escape ?
Where do the people now camp?
What commands regarding the ark ?
Regarding their persons? {ch. 3:6.)
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What are the people summoned to hear?

W hat promise as to the passage of the river?

Of what would this be a sign ?

What really happened ?

How long a stretch of the river bed laid
bare ?

What is the Golden Text ?

Prove from Scripture

That God’'s mercies should be remem-

bered.
Topics for Brief Napers

(To be assigned the Sabbath previous.)

1. The alarm of Jericho. (ch, 2.)

2. The crossing of the river.

3. The memorial stones,

‘The Catechism

[For Examination in Doctrine in the General
Assembly’s Teacher Training Course, see p. 423.]

Ques. 44, The Preface—what it teaches.
¢ The Commandments were given originally
as the basis of the covenant into which
Jehovah entered with Israel.”  (Salmond.)
See Ex. 34 : 27, 28; Deut. 4 : 13,

In this, as in every covenant, there were
two parts, God's part and the people’s part.
He gave them many great promises; they
were required to fulfill the condition of
obedience,

The words of introduction set forth the
reasons for the obedience required. They
are still binding. We have here a statement
of the threefold ground on which God claims
obedience.

We ought to obey, first, **because God is
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the Lorn.” The name Lorp is equivalent
to Jehovah. It is the name which signifies
that God has entered into covenant with His
people. Tt is the name by which He made
Himseli known to Moses when He was
about to accomplish His redeeming work on
behalf of Israel (Ex. ch. 3.) All God's
promises are suggested by this name and
bind us to loving obedience.

The second reason why we should obey is
that the Lorp is ““ our God.” He hasentered
into fellowship with us, taking us for His
own people, and giving us Himself as our
richest inheritance.

The third reason is a climax : God's claim
upon our obedience has its strongest foun-
dation in the fact that He is “our Re-
deemer.” In the Old Testament, this title
is applied to Jehovah occasionally in the
Psalms (19: 14 ; 78: 35) and elsewhere, but
most frequently in Isaiah (41: 145 43: 14;
41: 6, ete.). The New Testament brings
out the full and final meaning of the name,
when it shows us Christ as the One through
whom Jehovah redeems us from the curse of
the law (Gal. 3 : 13), the bondage of \he law
(Gal. 4: b), the power of sin (Rom. 6 : 18),
a ‘“vain conversation' (1 Pet. 1: 18, 19),
all iniquity (Tit. 2 ; 14), from all that is meant
by ““this present evil world” (Gal. 1:4),

“TPherefore we are bound to keep all His
commandments.”

FOR TEACHERS OF THE LITTLE ONES

Links—Use sand tray or blackboard as in last lesson. Joshua standing listening to the
words spoken by God. He has a great work to do : he must be brave. Recall lesson,

Introduction—Speak of

“keepsakes.” A lady gave a
gold dollar to a liitle boy in a
hospital to “keep in mind”
her visit to him. Draw outline
of a monument. The children
may know of one built to “‘keep
in mind”’ gome one who had
done gome great deed, or some-
thing great that had happened.
See ! we are drawing a pile
of twelve stones. This is a
monument like God told the
children of Israel to build when
they got across the Jordan.

Closed gates—In Norway, as
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tourists drive along the roads in the queer
two-wheeled carts drawn by sturdy little
horses, every here and there they come
upon a closed gate. Must they stop? Can
they go no further? See! justas they reach
the gate it flies open and a number of chil-
dren’s heads appear, who often throw
bunches of beautiful wildflowers into the
carriages and expect pennies to be thrown
in return,

Lesson thought—T need God's help.

Lesson—The people of Israel had come to
the gateway to the promised land. Tt was
closed. (Explain ‘about the impassable
Jordan.) How do we cross a river? They
had no boats nor bridges, but Joshua knew
that God would *““open the gate’ and let
them throngh. Tell the story, picturing
vividly the procession, the waters dividing,
the safe crossing.

At the beginning of their journey God
helped them through the Red Sea, just as
He now, at the end, helps them through
Jordan.

Stones of Remembrance—Describe the twelve
men obeying God's commands (ch. 4: 2-3,)
returning to the mjdst of Jordan, each pick-
ing up a great stone and bearing it upon his
shoulders to the place where the rest of the

people were encamped. God said that their
children wonld gome time asgk, * What mean
ye by these stones?' The reply was to be,
v. 7. That is why we have drawn this pie-
tnre of the pile of stones, so that you will
remember that God helps His people through
all their trouble.

Our Memory Stones—Use practical illustra-
tions. Has God brought you safely through
sickness?. On this stone write, * God made
me well.””  Did you fear something or some
place? Write, “ God kept me safe.”* (Tell
the twelve memory gtones.)

God not only ““opens the gate * but gives
as many blessings. *““ What shall T render
unto the Lord for all Hig benefits ?"'

The Greatest Compliment—** T was one day,”
said Lord Shaftesbury, about to cross a
crowded street in London. A littlegirl stood
all alone, much puzzlel how she was to get
over. At last she came to me, and looking
timidly up in my face, whispered, “ Please,
sir, will you lift me over?”’ “And,” Lord
Shaftesbury adds, ““that little child’s faith
was the greatest compliment I ever re-
ceived,” It is the ‘‘greatest compliment’*
we can pay to God to trust Him and ask
His help. He loves to be ‘““enquired of”
by His people (Ezek. 36 : 37).

BLACKBOARD REVIEW

URE
AFE

ATISFIED

A very effective review for those who can draw, would be to make hasty sketches (1)

of the approach of the hosts to the river bank ; (2) of the crossing, the priests, with the
ark, quietly standing in the river bed—the roaring waters far above, and the people flock-
ing over dry-shod ; (3) then of the river flowing in its place again, and the tents pitched on
the other side. The above lettering will, however, serve to bring out the point. The
priests and people were Sure of God : they had had many a proof of His grace and power,
they trusted His word ; and so the priests marched tothe river brink expecting it todivide,
and stood still in the river bottom without fear, and the people followed. They were
SarE, because God was nigh (the Golden Text). And how abundantly Satisrien, when at
last, for their whole lifetime wanderers, they now found themselves within the promised
land. It is when by faith we are sure of God that we are safe from evil, and satisfied in
His kingdom and His love.

- —
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THE FALL OF JERICHO

Study Joghua 6: 8-20.  Commit to memory v. 20.

Lesson I1L

Joshua 6 : 12-20,
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October 19, 1902
Read Joshua

5:13t011:23,

12 And Josh'ua rose early in the morning, and the
priests took up the ark of the Lokrb.

13 And 1seven priests bearing 1seven trumpets of
rams’ horns before the ark of the LorD went on con-
tinually, and blew with the trumpets: and the armed
men went before them ; but the rereward came after
the ark of the boB.D, Uuprnult going on, and blow-
1ng with the trumpets,

14 And thc secnnd day they com 1 the city
once, and returned into the camp : so they did six days,

15 And it came to pass on the seventh day, that
they rose early about the dawning of the day, and
cmn[md the city after the same manner seven
times: only on that day they compassed the city
seven times,

16 And it came to at the seventh time, when
the priests blew with the trumpets, Joshua said unto
l}’\e people, 8hout ; for the Lorp hath given you the
city.

ion—1 The :

2The priests blowing with the trumpets as they went ;

17 And the city shall be 3accursed, even it, and all
that are therein, to the Lokb : only Rahab the harlot
shall live, she and all that are with her in the house,

she hid the that we sent.

18 And ye, in any wise keep yourselves from the
Saccursed thing, lest 4 ye make yourselves accursed,
when ye take of the accursed thing, sand make the
camp of Israel a curse, and m)uble

19 But all the silver, and gold, and velsels of brass
and iron, are 6 consecrated unto the LoRrD : they shall
come into the treasury of the LORD.

20 So the people shouted Twhen the priests blew
with the trumpets: and it came to pass, when the
people heard the gound of the trumpet, 8 and the peo-
ple shouted with a great shout, 9 that the ‘wall fell
down flat, so that the people went up into the city,
g]vury man straight before him, and they took the

ty

sDevoted ; 4 When yve

Revised Vers!
have devoted n, ye take of the devoted thing; ¢So should ye make the camp of Israel accursed ; 6 Holy ;

7When ; 8 That; 9 And.

GOLDEN TEXT
Heb, 11: 30, By faith the walls of Jericho fell down,

DAILY READINGS
M. —Joshua 5:10 to 6:7, The divine Captain,
T, —Joshua 6 : 8-20, The fall of Jericho.
W, —Joshua 6 : 21-27, Destruction of Jericho.
Deut. 7:1-10, Judgment nst idolaters,
2 Chron, 14:815.  Trust in God,
8, —2Chron. 20 : 14-25, Not by might.
8. —Isa. 25, A song of praise,

CATECHISM
Q 45, Which is the first commandment ?
The first commandmem is, Thou shﬂlt have no
other Rodn hefom
Q. 46. What is req in the first dment
A. The first commandment requlmh us to know

and acknowledge God to be the only true God, and
our God ; and to worship and glorify him accordingly.
TIME AND PLACE
B‘arly in April, B.C. 1451. or according to others
1251: two or three weeks after the events of last
lesason ; around and within Jericho, a city in the
plain on the west side of the Jordan.
LESSON PLAN
L A Oity Warned, 12-14.
By the strange procmlou during six days.
II, A City Doomed, 15,
By the cemun ;udgmem of God.
III, A City Destroyed, 17-20.
By the miraculous overthrow of its walls.
LESSON HYMNS
Book of Praise, 16 (Ps. 8el.); 263; 250; 262; 583; 256,

EXPOSITION

Connecting Links—The effect of the
miraculous crossing of the Jordan on the
people of the land was to strike them with
terror. So the children of Israel were per-
mitted to enter unmolested and set up their
encampment at Gilgal (ch. 4: 19), where
they renewed the covenant with God by
the rite of circumeision and observed the
passover, b : 2-10. The manna now ceased,
as they entered the land in the harvest
time, v. 11, Then, for the encouragement
of Joshua and the people to go on with the
conquest, a heavenly mestenger with a
drawn sword in his hand appeared, announe-
ing himself as “captain of the host of the
Lord,” vs. 13-15. The inhabitants of Jericho
in fear closed their city gates, but by direc-
tion of God the Israelites encamp before the
city and receive orders for its capture, 6: 1-7,

Verses 8-12 show how Joshua reported ex-
actly the command of God to the people,
and how carefully they obeyed, though it

might seem the
height of folly to
attempt the cap-
ture of a fortified
city eimply by
marching around
it in a prescribed ~ Trumpet of Ram's Horn
way. At the head of the procession were to
march in silence the chalutz or *gelected
troops”, followed by seven priests blowing
on ramg’ horns, or curved trumpets of metal
in imitation of the ram’s horn. Then came
the ark of the covenant followed by the
measseph or * magsed troops’’ of Israel, It
was not a battle array, but a religious
service, and when they marched around
the city, they returned to Gilgal, their
religious centre for the time being.
I. A City Warned, 12-14.

Vs. 12-14.  Early in the morning. The
march began early, because in that hot
climate in the harvest season the opening of
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the day is the best time for marching or for
work, With precision the commands of God
were carried out.  Forsix daysthe apparent-
ly froitless marching was kept up. Yet
every one of the apparently useless'circuits
was necessary in the divine plan to test the
faith and perseverance of the people and
train them in obedience to God for the con-
quest of the land.

II. A City Doomed, 15, 16.

V. 15. The seventh day. Thisday,a long
continuance of the processional worship was
required,  The dawning of the day; earlier
even than on the previous day. There was
more to be done and the issnes of the day
were more momentous.  Ajfter the same

" manner. There is no hint that they wearied
of the apparently ineffectual, monotonous
iteration, Seven times ; on each of the six
days but once, on this day, seven times,

V. 16, The seventh time. Seven is a sacred
number in Seripture, that is, a number which
God attached to certain things of sacred im-
port.  Joshua said wunto the people, Shout. In
accordance with God's appointment, v. 10,
they are to use the appropriate signal of
victory. For the Lord hath given you the city.
There could be no possibility, therefore, of
mistaking the miraculous character of the
event. Nor could they fail to sce in it the
beginning of the fulfilment of the promise to
Joshua, ch, 1: 3.

III. A City Destroyed, 17-20.

Y. 17. Devoted to the Lord (Rev. Ver.)
The original word cherem means
devoted. The verb from which
the word comes signifies (1) to cut off,
(2) to devote, to withdraw from
common  use
and conse-
crate to God.
The word

House on Ci*y Wall ; from Photograph (Peloubet's Notes)

itself is used actively and passively. In
its active sense it means the devotement
of anything by Jehovah, His putting it
under a ban, the result of which is destruc-
tion. (Compare 1 Kings 20 : 42; 84:5;
Zech. 14: 11.) Used in a passive sense it
denotes the thing devoted, doomed, laid
under the ban, that is, devoted to Jehovah
without the possibility of being redeemed,
(Compare Lev, 27: 21, 20.) The word is
here used in its passive sense, (Compare
Ch.7:1;1 Sam. 15: 3-0.) The term im-
plies an entire separation to the Lord : if of
material property, by consecration to His
gervice ; and if of persons, to death. Only
Rahab shall live; a special exception to the
general cherem,  Because she hid the messen=
gers, ¢, 2: 4, There is no apology for her
past life, but it is implied that she has re-
pented, and become a worshipper of the
God of Israel, Heb, 11: 31,

Vs, 18, 19. In any wise. Thus the com-
mand that follows is emphasized. Keep
yourselves from the aceursed thing, The mean-
ing has been thus expressed, “Only do not
take of the cherem, and put the camp of Is-
rael to cherem,”” Dent, 7: 25, 26, Professor
Willis J. Beecher has pointed out that the
cherem was to be utterly destroyed, if de-
structible, to put it beyond the reach of any
but God, but if not destructible, it was to be
devoted to God’s use in worship. Hence
the silver and gold and other metals which
could be purified were to be reserved for the
treasury of the Lord, while the people and
the animals were to be glain, Thus at the
outset God ghowed Israel that the conquest
was not to be a plundering expedition, but
the carrying out of divine judgment against
the inhabitants of the land because of their
gin. At the same time Israel received. a
most impressive warning against repeating
the gins of the Canaanites.

V. 20. When the people heard the sound of
thetrumpet and . . . . shouted with a great shout.
The shout of the people answering to the
priests’ bugle blast, was to be the signal for
the forth-putting of the power of the Al-
mighty. The wall fell down flat. 1t is a
curious fact worth knowing that recent dis-
coveries have shown the ancient walls of
Jericho to have been made of mud bricks, A
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writer thinks there are possible traces still
of the very wall that fell before the Israel-
ites. *““No hand of man interposed to bring
about this catastrophe, no merely natural
causes precipitated the fall; by faith, as
the author of the Epistles to the Hebrews
declares, ‘the walls of Jericho fell down,’
Heb, 113 80, (Maclean.) The defences of
the city fell, so that the péople were thrown

into a panic of helplessness, and the children
of Tsrael, entering in every man straight before
him, slew them and destroyed the city.
This shows the meaning of the vision of
Joshua (ch. 5: 13), and was fitted to teach
the people that success in the conflict would
depend on their fidelity to God and avoidance
of contamination with the sins of the land
rather than upon their own valor.

APPLICATION

Early in the morning, v. 12, God is pleased
to see us take up the duties He has assigned
to ug not only in faith and with submission
to His wise will, but also with alacrity and
promptness, How unworthy of His eon-
deseension in pointing out our tasks and the
arace He has offered to give for the per-
formance of them, is the tardiness and even
unwillingness with which we turn to un-
pleasant or painful and difficult tasks. We
are glow to learn the lesson of the Psalmist-
prophet who said, *“ Lo, I come . . . 1 delight
to do thy will, O my God,” Ps. 40: 7.

The seven priests bearing the seven trumpets of
rams horns, v. 13. The means appointed
were ntterly inadequate and disproportionate
to the end aimed at. Their efficacy lay
alone in that they were appointed by that
Giod who makes no mistakes, and who has
often in the history of human affairs the
more revealed His glory by choosing the
weak things of this world to confound the
mighty. In His hands a Moses influences
human history more than did all the dynas-
ties of Egypt and Assyria. He chooses a
few fishermen of Galilee and they triumph
«gyer all the might of kings and rulers;
over all the influence of priesthoods and
gystems of worship enshirined in the tra-
ditions of centuries; over all the learning
and intelleet of the philosopher, and over
all the prejudices and passions of the multi-
tude.” Ttstill pleases Him by the * foolish-
ness of preaching”’ to save them that believe.
Those who announce His gospel are in
themselves as weak and their preaching
oftentimes appears as foolish and useless as
the blast of a ram’s horn before the ramparts
of Jericho. And yet the same old miracle
repeats itself, for the battlements of injustice
and oppression and sin go down before the

proclamation of God’s judgments, and sin-
ners become alarmed and listen to the
trumpet  of the everlasting gospel of the
grace of God proclaiming liberty to the
captive and the opening of the prison door
to them that are bound.

The armed men went before them, v. 13, God
has marvellous modes of preparing His way
and making straight His paths. Not once,
but often, in history, not in ancient times
alone, but frequently in the last two cen-
turies, has He allowed armies and fleets to
be the pioneers of the evangelist and mission-
ary. He makes the ver* wrath of man to
praise Him. Tt would appear that the Boxer
uprising and the invasion of China by the
allied armies is already being used by God
for the speedier and more complete awaken-
ing of China to its need of the Gospel.
Similarly the famine has spoken to India of
its need of the Bread of Life. What is
needed now is more missiocnaries—more
consecrated gervants of the Lord to follow,
blowing upon the Gospel trumpets and
bearing the ark of the testimony.

Only on that day they compassed the city seven
times, v. 15. The silent marching of the six
days were trying enough to faith and
patience. This of seven times round the
city at onestretch was more trying still. But
God has always gome wise end to serve
when he keeps us waiting. Let us rest in
the Lord and wait patiently for Him ; in the
end God's hand will be unmistakably mani-
fested in the salvation of His people.

Shout ; for the Lord hath given you the city,
v. 16. No matter what our toil or planning
may have been, the success of it belongs to
God who giveth us the victory in life
and over death. The victory of God's
people comes ever and anon in gome new
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advance of God’s kingdom in the world,
fome new truth revealed or apprehended,
some victory of light over darkness, of
righteousness over sin, of Christ over Satan.
Every partial victory is an occasion for re-
Joicing and a presage and earnest of the final
and crowning success,

Only Rahab shall live, she and all that are
with her in the house, v. 17.  God often shows
merey to a whole household for the sake of
one faithful member. Even the humblest
and unworthiest of those who cast in their
lot with His people and aid in His work,

even to go slight an extent as the gift of a
cup of cold water, shall in no wise lose their
reward.

Every man straight before him, v. 20, 1In the
great circuit of the hosts of evil by the forces
of righteousness God places each man in the
circumstances in life which determine his
individual duty as to where he must resist
and what he is bound to attack. What God
requires is that every man so placed shall
go straight “before him, shall do the duty
that is plainest and lies nearest to him and
to do it with his might.

POINTS AND PARAGRAPHS

Diligence and piety are a good combina«
tion. v. 12,

Confidence in God is better than trust in
an army, v. 13

Waiting has its place in God's plan as well
as working. v. 14,

Divine delays are a test of faith, not a sign
of failure, v. 15,

Religion has a place for enthusiam. v. 16,

Learn how one can save a household,
Vo dls

The danger of the snecessful is self-indul-
gence. v, 18,

Our possessions as well as ourselves belong
to God. v, 19,

The believing church is the victorious
church. v, 20,

Every carnal heart isa Jericho shut up;
God sits down before it and displays mercy
and judgment in the sight thereof ; it hardens
itself in a wilful security and saith ‘Ala) I
shall never be moved.” Doubtless these in-
habitants of Jericho made themselves merry
with this sight.  Wicked men think God is
just when He is preparing for their judg-
ment—Bishop Hall,

“When Carey on higshoemaker's stool con-
templated the evangelization of India, there
was as great a gulf between the end and the
apparent means as when the priests blew
their rams’ horns round the walls of Jericho,
But Carey felt it to be a divine command,
and Joshua-like set himself to obey it,
leaving to God from whom it came to fur-

nish power by which the work was to be
done.”

So let it be. If God’s own might

Wegird us for the coming fight,

And strong in Him whose cause is ours

In conflict with unholy powers,

We grasp the weapons He has given

The Light and Truth and Love of Heaven,

The man of power is the quiet man who
never fusses or fumes, but reserves his voice
for the decisive moment. The mother who
has influence in the home is the soft-voiced,
gentle-mannered, and self-contained, The
potent man is the quiet man with reserve
force,

It is the prerogative of faith to believe
that the same law of Providence is ever in
operation and that the rapidity with which
some great drama is to be wound up may be
as striking as the glowness of its movement
was trying in the earlier stages, We cannot
tell but before a year ends some grand pur-
pose of Providence shall be accomplished,
the death-blow given to some system of
force or of fraud that has scourged the earth
for centuries, or some great prophetic cyele
completed for which Simeons and Annas
have been watching, God hasten the day
when on every side truth shall finally
triumph over error, good over evil, peace
over strife, love over selfishness and order
over confusion ; and when from every sec-
tion of God's great but scattered far Jily the
shout hall go up ““Allelnia: for the Lord
God omnipotent reigneth.”—Blaikie,

And at the end of time, when our Lord
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shall destend from heaven with a shout and
the sound of a trumpet, Satan’s kingdom
shall be utterly ruined, and not till then,
when all opposing rule, principality and
power shall be effectually and eternally put
down.—Matthew Henry.

As we sign a postal order, ‘‘ Received the
above,”” before the money is placed in our
hands, so faith praises God for blessings in
advance.

Light from the East
Accursed—1Is here something devoted to
God for destruction and which cannot be
used by man without bringing a curse upon
him. A survival of the primitive custom is
found in the taboo of Polynesia, which is a
civil and religious interdict laid on persons
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and things, by which they are made sacred
and inviolable, and are withdrawn from
common use for a time. In the ancient
East, as a war was conceived to be a holy
undertaking, it was not unusual to devote to
the invader’s god, or put under the ban the
enemy and all things belonging to him.
Anyone who took possession of a devoted
thing became himself devoted to destruc-
tion. The reason for the solemn application
of the custom on this occasion is manifest.
If indiscriminate plundering lad been
allowed, it would have demoralized Israel
and would have resulted in their easy
defeat. Whereas the course followed was a
moral training to them and a lesson of warn-
ing and ethical import to all the nations of
Canaan.

TEACHING HINTS AND HELPS

This section embraces teaching material
for the various grades in the school.

For Bible Class Teachers
AN ANALYSIS

The events which immediately preceded
the fall of Jericho are recorded in ch. 5: 13-
15. “The Captain of the Lord’s host,”
“the Son of God,” *‘the Captain of their
salvation’’ (Heb. 2: 10), appeared to Joshua
and instructed him how to accomplish the
destruction of the city, 6: 2-5. Joshua re-
peated this message to the priests and peo-
ple, 6:6, 7. Then follows our lesson,
which tells how the divine instructions were
carried out.

1. The means employed for the overthrow of
Jericho. To human reason they seem to
have been : (a) Most unpromising and unfit
to accomplish the end aimed at. A silent
daily march of armed men during a whole
week round the city! Not a blow to be
struck, not a missile to be hurled against its
strong walls, not a word to be uttered, v. 10.
These were their marching orders. This
seemingly useless procession was accom-
panied by the ark of the covenant and seven
priests blowing upon trumpets of rams’
horns, v. 8. Upon the seventh or Sabbatic
day, the day of rest, this unique march was
repeated seven times, and at the signal by
Joshua a unanimous shout rose from the

whole army and mingled with the blare of
trumpets. (b) This was God's method, to
show that victory was of Him, and not by
human gkill and prowess. IHe connects
great issues with seemingly inadequate and
even utterly inappropriate means. The
means are nothing, the power behind them
is everything. It is thus that foolish things
confound the wise and weak things the
mighty, 1 Cor. 1: 27, (Seealso 1 8am. 17
John 9: 6, 7.) A handful of Galilean fisher-
men, backed by Christ's promise, * Lo, I
am with you alway,” turned the world up-
side down.

2. The faith exercised by Joshua and his
army. They must have felt that the march-
ing and blowing of trumpets and shouting
were in themselves vain and useless to shat-
ter the strong walls of Jericho. But faith
has higher funetions than mere feeling. Not
much is accomplished by creatures of im-
pulse ; but all things are possible to him
that believeth, Mark 9 :23. Why is this?
Because faith unites us with Almighty God,
and thus His strength is manifested in our
behalf, and ““made perfect in weakness,"
2Cor, 12 : 9. In this manner we may re-
move mountains and destroy citadels of
wickedness, (See Heb. 11 : 33 etc.)

8. The patience and self-control manifest by
the Israclites, (a) This abgolute silence and
monotonous tramping round the city under
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rigid restraint from all hostile action, bearing
arms and making no use of them, must have
been most irksome. (b) And why this pro-
tracted delay ? Seven long days spent in
what must have seemed to impetuous war-
riors doing nothing. It was necessary that
the trying of faith should work patience,
and that * patience should have her perfect

work” (James 1: 3, 4), in order to succeed

in the great campaign before them. And
thig discipline was specially needed by a peo-
ple who had long shown themselves to be
fickle, fretful, rebellions. We all need to
learn to ““ wait upon the Lord.”” We are too
prone to ask unbelievingly, peevishly,
‘“ Where are the signs of His coming. Why
are not the nations converted at once ?

4. The reward of faith and patient self-control.
(a) The reward of faith and patience is
largely realized in the spiritual profit of
those who cultivate these virtues.. In addi-
tion to this, in the case of Joshua and the
people, the hostile city was overthrown and
the way opened to the conquest of all Canaan,
(b) In the case of Rahab the faith of one
saved whole families, v, 23. It was so with
Noah. His faith saved himself and all his
family from the flood. Rahab’s faith and
its issue deserve to be emphasized as typical
of the place taken in the history of the
church by believing, godly wonen, Let us
have faith in God under all circumstances,
and let us often breathe the prayer, * Lord,
increase our faith.”

For Teachers of the Boys and Girls

In the lesson of last Sabbath we had an in-
stance of safety through trust. It is appro-
priately followed by an instance of victory
through faith. A review of the previous
lesson is a good preparation for this second
manifestation of the virtue of calm, unflinch-
ing reliance upon God. Priests who could
stand still in a dry river bed, with the sound
of the raging floods above them in their ears,
and people who counld pass over without
haste, were ready, one would say, for almost
any demand upon their faith,

1. The new demand had high warrant, To
go no further back, read ch 5:13-15, and
then this promise of ch, G : 2. It camedirect
from the great Captain of salvation. It

The Fall of Jericho

stands in the same class as that command of
His in Matt. 28: 19, 20.

2. The various steps were made clear. God
does not try His servants beyond reason.
Here is a lofty act of faith required. But the
steps are made easy. Priests and people are
told just what they shall do. It will interest
the class to have it worked out under the
heading * Plan of Campaign’’ : verses 3-5
gupply the material, and also (besure to pick
them out) two great promises,

3. Joshua, wise general as he was, made com-
plete preparation. Impulse may be and is
good on oceasion ; but when there is stern
work to be done, well-planned preparation
is what tells, Witness Lord Kitchener's suc-
cesses in the Soudan and in South Africa.
It was thoroughness in previous prepara-
tion that brought about the results, No
church, Sabbath School, religious organiza-
tion of any sort, will “run” itself. Good
planning is half the battle.

4. The appointed programme was carried out
to the letter. Tt required faith to arrange it.
It required faith multiplied to carry it
through. Try to imagine how much it cost
Joshua, the priests, the soldiers, the people,
to go through the apparently senseless parade
day after day. Picture the suspense of the
seventh day, which almost made heartsstand
still.  But faith triumphed.

5. And the victory was complete, v. 20. It
brought these three great gains, at least:
God’s promise was made good; evil men
who had long deserved punishment were
destroyed; a place was found for God's
people.

6. For the destruction and consecration
of the spoils, and for Rahab’s faith and
deliverance, See Exposition and Light from
the East.

Some Test Questions

At what season was the crossing of the
Jordan by the Israelites?

When did the manna cease ?

Describe Joshua’s vigion ?

What promise given him ?

What instructions, in detail ?

What did Joshua do ?

Describe the order of the march for the
first six days, and what was done.

On the seventh day.




The Fall of Jericho 409

What was the result ?

To whom was the city and the spoil to be
devoted ?

What was the object of this?

What to be destroyed, and what spared ?

What fate on those who should disobey ?

Tell the story of the sparing of Rahab.

Prove from Scripture

That God sometimes uses strange means.

Topics for Brief Papers

(To be assigned the Sabbath previous.)

1. Describe the taking of Jericho.

2. Faith and its victories.

3. How one person may save a household.

The Catechism

Ques. 45, 46, The first Commandment, and
What it Requires. The first Commandment
assumes that men will worship some being
or beings. It does not present a choice
between the true God and no God, but
between the true God and false gods.
Similarly, Joshua called the people to choose
whom they would serve (Josh. 24: 15) and
Elijah summoned his nation to follow God
or Baal, 1 Kgs. 18: 21. So Jesus also said
to His diciples, ** Ye cannot serve God and
mammon,” taking for granted that they
would serve one or other.

The duty here laid down is to recognize

Jehovah as the true God. This recognition
includes (a) the knowledge of who or what
Jehovah is. We must know Him as Creator,
Preserver, Governor and Redeemer. (b) Tt
also includes faith. We must believe that
God exists and that He is what He reveals
Himself to be. We must believe that we
are His creatures and children. (c) Again,
confession is included in the recognition of
God. Confession is made not only by
accepting a creed, butalso by acts of worship,
guch as praise, prayer and thanksgiving in
public and private. All this is required in

the first Commandment, and failure in any’

of these particulars is condemned by it.

The duty enjoined in this Commandment
is man’s highest duty. Christ declared it
to be the * great Commandment in thelaw,”
Matt. 22: 37, 38. Reason teaches that love
and reverence to the highest and best Being
in the universe are the highest duty of all
rational creatures. Nothing can ennoble
and elevate the soul like fellowship with the
Holiest.

Obedi to this C dment is the
foundation of morality. Experience teaches
that where people forget God and the claims
of religion, the moral law is trampled under
foot. The inspired apostle (Rom. ch. 1) de-
clares that when men although they “ knew
God " did not glorify Him as God, He gave
them up to vile affections.

FOR TEACHERS OF THE LITTLE ONES

Links—Use gandtray or blackboard as in last lesson. The children will tell you where to
place the tents now. They will tell you how the children of Israel got over the Jordan,

Recall lesson,

TRUST 60D

7z

THE WALLS

Lesson  Thought—We should
trust God.

Lesson = Are all dangers
passed? No! See! We'll make
a big circle. This is a city
with a high wall around it—
Jericho. They must conquer
the cities as they go along.
Nearly all children have

played at * warfare.” It may

A‘TH ka be building snow *“forts” or
making sand “forts” by the

JER‘(“O waterside. The principle of

FELL DOW?‘ attack and defence therefore

will not be difficult to explain.
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Some of the older children will remember in
the South African war how the soldiers
marched on Pretoria and entered and took
possession of the place in the name of our
Queen. Begin lesson story at chap. 5 : 13.
They were to have a greater Captain than
any of our heroes. “The Captain of the
host of the Lord”—God's way of telling
His people that He would fight for them.
Surely they will be brave now! God gave
them many enemies to fight, and troubles
to bear, tosee if they would trust and obey
Him and be ready to own and enjoy the
land He had promised them.

A eet of blocks used on a table or on a
board on the lap will illustrate the walled
city. Tell the experiences of the two spies
sent by Joshua. Tell of the woman who
hid them (ch. 2), of their escape, of the
scarlet thread that was to be the sign of
safety for her and all her family,

Trust and Obey—Word has reached Jericho
that the Lord had made a path through
Jordan and His people are marching upon
their city. They are seen coming, All
are afraid. They get inside the walls. The
gites are closed. No one can go out nor
come in. Describe the way the soldiers
might climb up the walls and break them
down and fight and enter the city. What

strange orders the great Captain has given :
how difficult to obey, vs, 8-5, Picture the
great procession silently, solemnly marching
according to God’s orders, At night they
go to their tents, No sign of the walls
falling! Do they say, “Let us go and pull
them down ; this way is no use?’” No!
Next day and next and next and next and
next they march. On Sabbath (it seemed
like an act of worship rather than work)
they are up early and around and around
the great procession moved — SEVEN
TIMES—Listen ! What a shouting ! See!

Golden  Tert—The walls fall! Repeat
Golden Text,

The Lesson—Sometimes father and mother
or teacher tells us to do gomething that we
think useless. We should trust and obey.
God still causes His people to do many
things they do not understand. We must
trust and obey God. Perhaps the little ones
will understand more quickly and clearly
than those who are older that ““all things
are possible to him that believeth,”

God is very real to them. The unseen is
vigible, and they ean sing heartily :

* Though hosts encamp around me,
Firm to the fight I stand ;
What terror can confound me,
With God at iy right hand 2

BLACKBOARD REVIEW

FAITH
OBEDIENCE

VICTORY

Scholars, or classes, might be selected a Sabbath beforehiand to give the story of battles
won by faith. They would include such as the battles with Amelek in Ex.17; that of Joshua
against the kings in Josh. ch. 10; David’s fight with Goliath; and the scholars will find many

more, and will take pride in repeating the details, (Much more ghould be made in the
review exercise of the fondness of children for telling out what they know well.) Now, get
from the gcholars all the details of this present attack—the fortified city, every gate shut
and barred, the wall inaccessible ; the Lord's directions and promises ; how Joshua and the
people did as they were told ; and after what manner the vietory came. Apply the illus-
tration to daily duty, to temptation, to affliction. Have faith in God ; obey God, walking
the paths He assigns, and vietory is certain,
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Lesson IV,

JOSHUA AND CALEB

October 26, 1902

Joshua 14 : 5-15.  Commit to memory vs. 12-14.  Read Joshua 14 ; Numbers 14 : 1-24,

5 As the Lorp commanded Mo'ses, so the children
of Israel did, and they divided the land.

6 Then the children of Ju’dah came unto Josh’ua in
Gil'gal ;: and Ca'leb the son of Jephunn’eh the Ken'-
ezite said unto him, Thou knowest the thing that the
Lorp said unto Mo'ses the man of God concerning me
and 1 thee in Ka'desh-bar' nea.

7 Forty years old was 1 when Moses the servant of
the Lorp sent me from Kadesh-barnea to espy out the
Jand; and 1 brought him word again as @ was in
mine heart.

8 Nevertheless m{ brethren that went up with me
made the heart of the people meit : but I wholly fol-
lowed the Lorp my God,

9 And Moses sware on that day, saying, Surely the
land whereon thy feet have trodden shall be thine
inherntance, and thy children's for ever, because thou
hast wholly followed the Lorp m¥|God.

10 And now, behold, the Lorp hath kept me alive,
as he 2said, these forty and five years, even since the
Loxp spake this word unto Moses, while the children of

Israel 3wandered in the wilderness: and now, lo, I
am this day tourscore and five years old,

As yet 1 am as strong this day as Twas in the
day that Moses sent me : as_my strength was then
even so és my strength now, for war, 4 both to go out
aud to come in,

12 Now therefore give me this mountain, whereof
the Lorp spake in that day ; for thou heardest in that
day how the An’akins were there, and that the cities
were great and fenced : 5if so be the Lorp will be with
me, 6then I shall be able to drive them out as the
Lok 2said,

13 And Josh'ua blessed him, and gave unto Ca’leb
the son of Jephunn’eh He'bron for an inheritance,

14 Hebron therefore became the fnheritance of
Caleb the son of Jephunn’eh the Ken'ezite unto this
dﬁ" be(l'nuse that he wholly followed the Lorp God
of Israel,

15 And the name of Hebron before was Kirjath-
ar'ba ; which Arba was & great man among the An‘a-
kims, And the land had rest from war,

Revised Version—! Concerning ; 2 8pake; 3 Walked ; 4 And ; It may be; 6 And,

GOLDEN TEXT
Josh. 14 : 14. He wholly followed the Lord.

DAILY READINGS

M. —Joshua 11: 515, Joshua and Caleb.
T, —Deut, 1:19-36.  Promise for Caleb,
W, . 2 Blessing of godliness,
Reward of the upright,
Confidence in God,
Arighteous man'sinheritance,
. Reward of true followers,
CATECHISM

Q. 47. What is forbidden in the first conmandment #

A. The first commandment forbiddeth the denying,
or not worshipping and glorifying the true God as
God, and our God; and the giving of that worship

1

and glory to any other, which is due to him alone,
TIME AND PLACE,

The time was about seven years after the last les-
son, B.C. 1444 or B.C. 1244. Gilgal was Joshua's capi-
tal near the Jordan, Hebron was twenty miles south
of Jerusalem, in the midst of the beautiful plain of

Mamre.
LESSON PLAN

I. A Promise Claimed, 5-9.

Which Moses gave to Caleb for his faithfulness,
II, A Task Undertaken, 1 3

By anold man, with the vlg:r of youth,
IIL. An Inheritance Given, .

By a noble leader to a tried follower.

LESSON HYMNS
Book of Praise, 11; 66 (Ps. Sel.) ; 215; 535 232; 238,

EXPOSITION

Connecting Links— The chapters which
follow the last lesson give an account of the
progress of the conquest. The leading
events were the defeat at Ai (ch. 7) by rea-
sont of thesin of Achan, the subsequent cap-
ture of Ai (ch. 8), the erection of an altar on
Mt. Ebal, with the responsive repetition of
the blessings and the curses (8 : 30-35), the
surrender of the cities of Gibeon (ch. 9), the
defeat of the southern confederacy there
(ch. 10), and the complete overthrow of the
northern confederacy at Merom (ch. 11).
Then the division of the land is recorded.
First, the region east of the Jordan (ch. 12);
directions are then given for the distribu-
tion of the land west of the Jordan by lot,
14: 1-4. An incident at the beginning of
that division is given in the lesson,

I. A Promise Claimed, 5-9.

V. 5. Asthe Lord commanded Moses, (Num,
35: 2.) Very exactly did Joshua carry out
the injunctions of Moses. The division of
the land by lot was carried out under the

supervision of Joshua himseli assisted by
Eleazar the priest and the leaders of the
people, vs. 1, 2,

V. 6. The children of Judah came to Joshua ;
through their representative leaders. The
request, therefore, was endorsed by the
tribe.  In Gilgal; where the tabernacle
stood before its removal to Shiloh. Caleb.
Early in the wilderness wanderings Caleb be-
came prominent, having been chosen with
Joshua at Kadesh-barnea to spy out the
land, Num. 13: 6. He showed his fidelity
to God in the rebellion of the Israclites
there, Num. 14:6-9. The Kenezite; a
descendant of Kenaz, the son of Esau, Gen.
36: 15. ‘The probabilities are that Caleb,
or his father, had become members of the
tribe of Judah by adoption.”  The thing that
the Lord said unto Moses. Caleb reminds
Joshua of the recognition of his services
made by Moses, Num. 14: 24; Deut. 1: 36,
He now prefers his claim to the promised
reward, In Kadesh-barnea; whence the
spies were sent forth,
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V. 7. Moses the servant of the Lord. This
and the title of ‘‘ Moses the man of God"”
in the previous verse show the high honor
in which Moses was held, Ibrought him word
again as, it was in my heart. He stated the
case just as it appeared to him, giving an
honest and accurate description of the coun-
try, speaking the truth from his heart ac-
cording to the best of his convictions.

V. 8. My brethren; the other gpies
associated with him. Joshua is expressly
excepted by the closing wordsof v. 6. Went
up. Canaan was higher than the desert.
Made the heart of the people melt ; disheartened
them by an exaggerated report of difficulties,

JOURNEYS/
OF TRE

CONQUEST

of the [¢

Num. 13 : 31, 32.  But I wholly followed the
Lord. Hence his courage and fortitude then
and in old age,

V. 9. Moses sware on that day. **The cath
of the great Jawgiver isnot mentioned either
in Num, 14 : 23, or Deut. 1 : 36. Caleb pro-

Notes)

Joshua and Caleb

bably quotes an express declaration of Moses,
not recorded in the Pentateuch, but familiar
to Joshua.” (Maclear.) The land whereon
thy feet have trodden; Hebron, where the
Anakim filled the ten spies with terror. It
was the richest region, but most strongly
held by the native tribes.

II, A Task Undertaken, 10-12.

V. 10. The Lord hath kept me alive, as he
said. The promise of God (Num. 14 :30)
had been fulfilled to him, as had His threaten-
ing against the unfaithful spies, Num. 14: 23.
He attributes his preservation to God. These
Jorty and five years. God had delayed the
fulfilment of the promise till he could enjoy
it. These words would seem to have been
uttered abouv seven years after the children
of Israel entered the land.

V.11 Iam as strong this day as I was in
the day that Moses sent me. Though he was
eighty-five years old (v. 10) the Lord had
maintained his vigor unabated, so that he
was as fit for strenuous exertion or warlike
enterprise as ever. To go out and to come in.
‘“ A proverbial expression for full activity.”

V. 12. Now therefore give me this mountain.
Not a single summit, but Hebron and the
surrounding elevation. Hebron ““is now
called El Khalil or *the friend." It is situ-
ated in the hill country of Judah, about
twenty miles south of Jerusalem, and is
2,600 feet above the Mediterranean. It is
commonly reckoned one of the oldest of
cities, having been “built seven years before
Zoan in Egypt”’, Num. 13: 22, The modern
town occupies nearly the same site as the
ancient one.  Whereof the Lord spake. The
promise was not general, but specific, refer-
ring to the district that he spied out longago.
The Anakims—fearsome warriors, Deut. 2 : 10
—were there and that the cities were great and
Jeneed 5 walled about, Though eighty-five
vears old Caleb is ready to enter into the
conflict that filled Isracl with fear at Kadesh-
Barnea, Num. 14: 1. It may be, the Lord
will be with us (Rev. Ver.); a modest ex-
pression of willingness to leave the issue in
the hands of God. A man of faith thus
accepts a difficult task, sure, that by the
help of the Almighty, his strong adversaries
will flee before him,
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III. An Inheritance Given, 13-15.

V. 13. Joshua blessed him ; bestowed a
blessing upon himself and prayed that God
would bless his undertaking. And gave unto
Caleb . . . Hebron for an inheritance ; which
he conquered. Tt afterwards became a Levit-
ical city, a city of refuge, ch. 20 : 7.

V. 14. Unto this day; when the book of
Joshua was written.  Beeause he wholly fol-
lowed the Lord ; showed conspicuous fidelity
in his obedience to God. This is repeated
from vs. 8, 9 to illustrate the special princi-
ple upon which the life of this grand man
was ordered. The original is very graphic,
“(aleb filled after Jehovah."

V. 15. Thename of Hebron before wasKirjath-
arba; “city of Arba.” ¢ Hebron would
appear to have been the original name of the
city, and it was not until after Abraham’s
stay there that it received the name Kirjath-
arba, after the conqueror of the city who led
the thither Anakim to which he belonged,
Gen. 23 : 2. Tt retained the name till it came
into the possession of Caleb, when the Ts-
raelites restored the original name Hebron.”
(Keil.) The land had vest from war. The
general public conquest conducted by the
whole people was over ; so the land con!d be
divided amongst the tribes and families, and
quiet and peaceful possession assured to all.

APPLICATION

They divided the land, v. 5. God knowsthe
character of our inheritance, we only its
superficial aspects. He knows futureevents,
we only present appearances. He knows
our true needs, we our foolish desires, He
knows our life’s mission, we our gelfish aims.
A woman, asked concerning a certain thing,
said T am pleased with what God pleases.”
“Yes, but if God should refer it to yon what
vou would choose?” “Truly if God were
to refer it to me, I would refer it to Him
again.”’ In this spirit Faber sang :

111 that God blesses is most good,
And unblest good is ill,
And all is right that seems most wrong
1f it be His sweet will.”

Thow knowest the thing that the Lord said
unto Moses concerning me, v. 6. God never
forgets anything, yet he delights in having
us plead His promises in our prayers to
Him. Forty-five years had now passed since
God had made the promise to Celeb because
of his faithfulness to what he felt to be true ;
the matter had perhaps faded out of the
recollection of the multitude, yet God had
not forgotten it. What a glorious and com-
forting thought this is! God's time may
geem long to us, but His people can afford to
bide their time, for it will come as surely as
He sitteth upon the throne.

A# it was in mine heart,v. 7. Caleb’sreport
of the land was the minority report. Many
men in similar circumstances would have
made no report at all. They would have

cast their convictions to the winds so that
they might be on the ““ popular side.”  But
the matter was one of conscience with Caleb
and he must remain true. It is always right
to do right. This may seem to be a truism,
vet it is very far from being universally
acted upon. Men will frequently admit
that a thing in the abstract is duty and then
persuade themselves that, in the circum-
stances, they could not help themselves.
But no circumstances can make that right
which is in its own nature wrong.

And yet T am as strong . . . as my strength
was then, v.11. What a cheerful and vigor-
ous man, ‘‘four-score and five years old,”
was this Caleb. When Moses was 120 years
old ‘““his eye was not dim, nor his natural
force abated,” Deut. 34 : 7. The aged Elijah,
after three years and a half of famine could
outrun the horses of Ahab's chariot, 1 Kings
18 : 46. God’s promises for physical strength
are as sure of fulfilment as any other. A
man is immortal till his work is done.

Now therefore give me this mountain . . .
Anakims there, v. 12, (See chapter 15: 14.)
We can only call that ours which we fight
for inch by inch and wrest from the hands
of the Anakim in our inheritance. God may
promise it to us, but that promise is useless,
if we will not draw the sword and conquer
the land for ourselves. What a man wins

by his own faith, fortitude and fighting—
that, and nothing else he can call his own.
No other person can make a man pure; he
must by God's grace, make himself pure.

s .

e T L TR




414

We ghall receive the crown of righteonsness
only if we finish our course and keep the
faith. I7 the Lord be with me, v. 12. But
there is also God's part in the matter. Caleb
did not say to Joshua, “ Beeause I am as
strong now as at forty, T can drive them out ™
or “if thou wilt be with me, I can drive
themout.” No, no, we can do nothing in
our own strength but may humbly say with
Paul, “T can do all things throngh Christ
which strengtheneth me,” Phil. 4: 13,

Joshua and Caleb

Because that he wholly followed the Lord, v.
14. God may delay, as we think, in keeping
His promises, but He will certainly do what
He has said. God cannot lie. But Iis
promises are all conditional upon our obe-
dience.  Unless we ““wholly follow the
Lord” we cannot expect or claim the fulfil-
ment of God's promises to us. We must
keep our part of the covenant, before God
ean keep His.  His omnipotence is strangely
bound up with our willingness.

POINTS AND PARAGRAPHS

It is best that the Lord choose our inheri-
tance forus, v, 5.

The prayer has power that grips God's
promises. v, 6.

We ghould always have the conrage of our
convictions, v, 7.

Double honor is due to those who follow
God when others desert Him., v. 8.

Godliness begets manliness, v. 8.

Our glory and ounr boast should be the
testimony of a good conscience. v. 8.

God often delays but never deserts, v. 10,

Godliness is profitable unto all things
(1Tim. 4:8). v.11.

Best things cost. v. 12,

The Christinn needs not to know failure,
v. 13.

““ God has His best things for the few

That dare to stand the test ;
God has His second choice for those
Wi will not have His best,”

Caleb i one of those men whom we meet
with seldom in Bible history, but whenever
we do meet them we are the better for the
meeting,  Bright and brave, strong, modest
and cheerful, there is honesty in his face,
courage and decision in the very pose of his
body, and the ealm confidence of faith in his
very look and attitude. —Blaikie,

“The ehief reward of Caleb did not eon-
gist in his getting possession, just before he
died, of a tract of rough land, but in the
conscionsness of integrity, the delight of
achievement, the esteem of his comrades,
the approval of God.”

The whole history of God's dealings with

man shows that to fully follow the Lord
pays a better per cent. than to serve any
other master,  The reward frequently comes
mainly at the end, ‘ Be thou faithful unto
death, and T will give thee a crown of life,”
Rev. 2:10; “Henceforth there is laid up
for me a crown of righteousness , . and not
to me only but to all them also that love his
appearing,” 2 Tim. 4 : 8. —Coleman.

There are those who sigh for holiness and
beauty of character, but they aré not willing
to pay the price. They sing * More holiness
give me " and dream of some lofty spiritual
attainment, some transfiguration, but they
are not willing to endure the toils, fight the
battle and make the self-sacrifice necessary
to win these celestial heights. They want a
larger spiritnal inheritance, but they have
no thought of taking it in primeval forests
which their own hands must cut down,—
Miller.

The vouthful freshness with which Caleb
comes forward has in it gomething uncom-
monly cheering, and shows how a pious walk
joined with an efficient accomplishment of
the business of life keeps a man even physi-
cally sound and vigorous up to an advanced
age.—Lange,

Swift rans and ghort cuts, so characteristic
of our modern life, are great perils. We
want everything in a hurry, but most good
things are ghy with strangers. Children
want pieces on the piano before scales or
training of that weak third finger. The poet
ays, “ Wait a while.”  Life cries, ““ Work
along while.”  The unerring light of love
and joy's gecurity, of which Wordsworth
writes, belong to the Ode to Duty. You
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long for perfection ?  Its root is perficiency
—proficiency. Bury your conscientiousness
in the field of your daily labor, and some
day there will be flowers and fragrance fit for
heaven, It has been said that *‘ grace is the
lovely result of forgotten toil.”’—Babeock,
Thoughts for Every-Day Living.

Light from the East

Hebron —The modern town called by the
Arabs el Khalil, ** the Friend,” that is, the
town of Abraham the friend of God, is one
of their four holy cities. It contains abouy
18,000 fanatical Mohammedans and 1,500
Jews, and lies in a shallow valley about
twenty miles gouth of Jerusalem and a little
to the south-east of the hill on which the
ancient town stood.  The sacred enclosure,
which contains the cave of Machpelah, is

surrounded by a wall between forty and fifty
feet high and is guarded by soldiers. No
Christian is admitted to it without a special
firman from the Sultan, and this privilege
has been largely confined to royal person-
ages,

Two miles wet of Hebron Abraham’s onk
stands enclosed by a low wall.  Fifty years
ago it was struck by lightning, and one of
the four great branches, into which the
trunk is divided about twenty feet from the
ground, was broken off. There are about
twenty-five springs in the valley round the
town. The vineyards of the neighborhood
produce the best wine in Palestine, planta-
tions of fruit trees abound, and even the
hills are covered with olives.  Hebron must
always have been an inheritance well worth
fighting for.

TEACHING HINTS AND HELPS

This section embraces teaching material
for the various grades in the school,

For Bible Class Teachers

AN ANALYSIS

It has been doubted whether Caleb was a
lineal descendant of Israel. The prepond-
erance of evidence seems to favor the opinion
that he was not, but that his immediate an-
cestors became proselytes to the Jewish re-
ligion like Heber, Hobab, Rahab, Ruth and
many others,  We have in this lesson :

1. The request of Caleb to Joshua, (a) This
was made when they were dividing the land
of Canzmn among the twelve tribes of Israel,
v. 5. The request was for Hebron as his in-
heritance. This was not for the city Hebron
which Joshua had already taken (chs. 10: 36,
37), and which afterwards became one of the
cities of refuge and belonged to the Levites,
chs, 20: 7; 21: 13, The reference was
rather to the adjacent hill country, the home
and hiding-place of the warlike Anakim, the
giants of that day. In presenting his claim
Caleb was accompanied and supported by
the children of Judah (v. 6), and he showed
consummate skill in pressing it.  (b) First,
he appealed to Joshna's knowledge and con-
science, as to what God had said to Moses
at Kadesh-barnea, v. 6. He rested his
claim upon the historic past, upon the word

of the Lord, and the oath of Moses the pre-
decessor of Joshua.

The very terms which he applied to Moses,
“the man of God” (v. 6), the man who was
thoroughly one with God, ““the servant of
the Lord,” were admirably fitted to touch
and move Joshua's heart. (¢) He next re-
called special services which he had rendered
in the vigor of manhood, when forty years
old, or forty-five years before, he had been
“gent from Kadesh-barnea to espy out the
land,” v. 7. They had been closely asso-
ciated in that difficult and perilous task.
With a courage and fidelity which should
not be forgotten or unrewarded he reported
to the people * what was in his heart”
(v. 7), and could say truthfully and without
boasting, “1 wholly followed the Lord my
God,” v, 8, (d) He emphasized the good-
ness of God who had kept him alive forty-five
years through all these vicissitudes. Not
only so, but added, as testifying his grati-
tude to the Giver of all good, ““1 am this day
four score,”’ ete., vs. 10, 11, On these unde-
niable premises he based his conclusion,
v. 12, This cursory analysis leads to a
second point in the lesson :

2. The suceess of Calel’s pleading.  (a) It
was complete, as it deserved to be,  He re-
ceived Hebron as an inheritance, and a
blessing along with it, v. 13, (b) The spe-

!
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cial ground on which his title to the estate
was confirmed is significant and suggestive,
It was becanse ““ that he wholly followed the
Lord God of Israel,” v. 14,  Honesty is the
best policy.  *“ Godliness is profitable unto
all things,” 1 Tim. 4: 8. Blessed is the man
whose ““delight is in the law of the Lord,”
Ps. 2. Hemay have to wait forty years,
or to the day of his death forthe full realiza-
tion of it, but it is sure to come. God never
fails His faithful servants,

3. The true estimate of Caleb’s character. As
pictured in the lesson we are bound to re-
gard him, (a) As a man of God. This
means very much, It stamps him as a right-
living man, of correet and pure morals, tem-
perate in all things. Hence bis sound health
and youthful vigor in his eighty-fiith year,
(b) A man of patriotic, heroic courage, ready
to face the Anakim in battle, and to act in
accordance with the letter and spirit of the
report. and counsel which he and Joshua
gave when they returned from spying the
land.  * Let us go up at once and possess it ;
for we are well able to overcome it,”” Num.
13:30. (¢) A man of independent spirit,
and magnanimous as well. He and Joshua
firmly withstood the cowardly, unfaithful
ten gpics. They were content to be in the
minority. Minorities are often right and
majorities wrong. It was an overwhelming
majority that crucified the Son of God. Caleb
did not ask for ease, or for what he had not
toiled for, Ease-loving, luxurious Christians
are little worth,

For Teachers of the Boys and Girls

The number of venerable men, vigorous
and hearty in their old age, is remarked by

visitors to the old land. Perhaps it is be-
cause they take life a little more easily than
on this side of the ocean. At any rate it is
astriking and beautiful sight. ** Thou shalt
rise before the hoary head,” is one of the
Mosaic commandments, Lev. 19: 32; and
the proverb writer gays, “ The hoary head
is a crown of glory, if it be found in the way
of righteousness,” Prov, 16 :31. The crown
seems even brighter, when to the honor-
ableness of old age, there is joined the vigor
of youths  Of such sort was Caleb.

1. His origin was wnpromising. A Kenezite,

v. 6, a descendant of Kenez, the son of Esau,
Gen, 36:15; and therefore an alien, an
Israelite only by adoption.

2. He is found early in life in good company.
*The thing that the Lord said . . concerning
me and thee,” Caleb says to Joshua, v. 6;
and that was when they were both young
men. Joshua, Moses’ servant and friend, Lad
gone up on Mt. Sinai with him, when Moses
went to meet God. Caleb was choice of his
companions. Boys must have companions,
Fortunate indeed is it when they are com-
panions who fear God and hate evil.

3. He holds by conscience, although in the
minority. Turn once more to the well-worn
story of Num. 13. Caleb is a very noble
figure. At risk of being called a hot-headed
fool, and indeed at risk of his life (Num. 14:
16), he urges to go forward to the conquest of
Canaan, But he can only say *‘as it was in
his heart.” v, 7.

4. He receives a double promise from God, v.
6. A promise that he, with Joshua, the other
faithful py, should enter into Canaan (Num.
14:24) and a further promise of a special in-
heritance in the land, vs. 6, 9 of lesson.
These hopes had helped to keep him young,
for even in this world *“ we are saved by
hope.”

5. He now appears, to claim the promised
possession. A heroic figure, *‘true-hearted,
whole-hearted, faithful and loyal ”’—an ideal
for the young to strive after.

6. His plea prevails. The possession had
been promised because he had * wholly fol-
lowed the Lord,” and his 45 years of life
gince had only made the groundwork
stronger. Again, a model for the young. To
follow the Lord is to make sure of coming
out right in the end. To take any other
course is to court peril. *‘T do alwaysthose
things that please Him,” was the rule of the
Perfect Man, John 8 : 29,

Some Test Questions
How was the land to be divided ?
What special claimant here appears ?
Who came with him ?
What was his origin ?
What previous distinction had he won ?
Of what promise does he remind Joshua ?
On what was this promise based ?
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How had the ten spies acted ?

Who had stood with Caleb in an honest
and courageous report ?

What of Joshua’s strength and vigor ?

To what does he aseribe it ?

What does he propose to do with his foes ?

In whose strength will he fight ?

What response does Joshua make ?

On what ground ?

The two names of Caleb’s portion ?

Prove from Scripture
That God keeps His faithful servants,

Topics for Brief Papers
(To be assigned the Sabbath previous,)
1. The two faithful pies.
2. 0ld age with honor,
3. Following the Lord fully,

The Catechism

Ques. 47, What the First Commandment For-
bids. This question shows how much is in-
cluded in the First Commandment, how it
touches the religious life at every point, and
in how many ways it is apt to be broken.

Breaches of this commandment fall,
broadly, into two classes, negative and posi-
tive. Of these the negative offences are
dealt with first. It is forbidden to deny
that there is a God, whether the denial be
made in 8o many words or consist in living
as if there were no God. That is to say, all

atheism, whether in thought or practice, is
condemned, It is a sin, also, to withhold
from God the worship and glory which be-
long to Him as at once the true God and our
God.

The positive transgression of this law con-
sists in giving to others what is due to God
alone. This is even a more grievous wrong
than denying the existence of God or with-
holding from Him rightiul worship. We
have here a condemnation of the sin of hon-
oring false gods who were no gods, which
prevailed among the heathen nations sur-
rounding Israel, and of the combination of
the worship of Jehovah andidols which was
the form of idolatry peculiar to Israel, and
was common among the colonists of Sa-
maria, 2 Kings 17: 28-41., The law tells
also against the Roman Catholic practice of
offering prayers to saints and angels and
paying divine honor to the Virgin Mary.
It is true that the Roman Catholic church
seeks to justify such practices by saying that
the honor paid to saints and angels and the
Virgin is of a lower kind than that paid
to God, but the mark by which the two
kinds of honor are distinguished is not sat-
isfactory. Hodge says: *The important
principle is this: Any homage, internal or
external, which involves the ascription of
divine attributes to its object, if that object
be a creature, is idolatrous.”

FOR TEACHERS OF THE LITTLE ONES

Links—A new family moved into the house next door. Fred and Mary watched them
coming and ran in great glee to tell mother that “they had counted seven little Bruces

coming to live next door’ ;

what a large family |

Do you remember how many
big families there were of the
children of Israel—we’ll hold
up hands and count ten fingers
and thumbs twice — twelve
tribes (families).

Lesson Thought—God remem-
bers me.

Lesson — The Bruces have
their own house and garden.
You have your own house and
garden. Familiesall have their
own houses and these twelve

big families coming into the
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promised land had each to have a part for
itseli. They did not know what part would
belong to each, but did somewhat as yon
little ones do when yon want to decide who
isto be *““it”" in agame, They “cast lots” —
whoever draws the longest picce of stick
from a bunch—is *“it.”” In dividing any
thing, the round piece brings one part, the
square picce another part, and so on, €0 no
one can say “‘ that is not fair.”

R wards—Speak of rewards for faithful
work. It may be for weeding the garden,
taking care of baby, lessons well learned, a
message faithfully done, ete, ete. (Tell a
story to illustrate). Do vou remember the
twelve spies sent on an errand by Moses?
(Recall). How many of them did their
errand well? Who was pleased with the
conduct of Caleb and Joshua? What did
He promise them ? (Deut. 1 : 36-38).

Joshua became the leader of God's people
as God promised, Dent. 1:38. While Joghua
was telling the several families where they
were to dwell, Caleb (of the family of
Judah) comes to him claiming a certain
place that the Lord had promised him
through Moses long before. (Outline Mount
Hebron and on it print CALEB'S REWARD
—Point out on map.)

Golden Text—Repeat. We must “ wholly
follow the Lord,”” if we want to claim one of
the many mansions in the heavenly land,

Joshua and Caleb

that Jesus is preparing for those who love
Him,
AITHFUIL
OLLOWERS
Present Rewards—God gave Caleb a reward
while living—‘‘Seek ye first the kingdom
of God. . . .. All these things shall be added
unto you.” (Name rewards that God gives
us.) God knows if we are good messengers
and are giving a “good report” of His
promised land, if we are trying to get our
friends to go there with us. (Through Nellie's
prattle about the ‘“beautiful home” her
grandfather learned to love Jesus, and has
now entered the ** Promised Land"). God
is especially pleased when He sees the little
ones faithful in loving and serving Him,
The reward is a happy heart. (Explain.)
A Crown of Life—Mention may be made
of the coronation of King Edward, of which
all the children will have heard. We, too,
may all be crowned. Repeat-‘Be thou
faithful unto death, and I will give thee a
CROWN OF LIFE.”
““ Bright in that happy land
Beams every eye;
Kept by a Father's hand,
Love cannot die :
On then to glory run ;
Be a crown and kingdom won ;
And bright above the sun
Reign, reign for aye.”

WE must be

BLACKBOARD REVIEW

Follow THE LORD Fully

It’s likely to be a good rule that works well for a long time. Here is a rule that had
brought only blessing to a man for at least forty-five years, although it often cost him agood
deal to carry it out. (Recall the uproar against Caleb when he made a faithful report asa
spy.) What did it bring him? These three things at least : (a) The Lord’s favor—which
the Bible gays is ““better than life.” To please the Lord, we must follow Him, and follow
Him fully (see Matt. 19 : 21) ; (b) A good conscience—which is our best earthly possession—
alas! how foolishly we often part with it ; (¢) A substantial reward, the honor of his fellow-
men (the whole tribe came to Joshua with him), sound health and buoyant spirits in old
age, and a choice place in the land for himself and his descendants. It is worth while fol-
lowing, and following fully.
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The Beginners’ Course
For Children Under Six Years of Age

An Optional Course: Issued by the International Lesson Committee

Theme of Lessons I. to VI.: HOME LIFE—Leading u;

to God the Father, the

Creator of all things, Lesson VII, to IX. : Gog'- Loving Care.

LESSON V.

Gon MAgING ANIMALS, Genesis 1: 20-25.
Golden Text : Tn the beginning God ereated
the heaven and the earth, Genesis 13 1.

Cextral TrurH—God gave all He made
to man, to be treated kindly and taken care
of by him,

Poixt or Departure—A child’s love for
animate and inanimate things (see Lesson
Vo)

Seikirvan Resvur Desigep—(a) A spirit
of Kindness towards God’s lower animals.

Arrroacu—Have you a little bird of your
own to take care of and love? Does it sing
to vou to thank you for feeding it? Nearly
every boy has a dog. Such loving friends as
they are!l Will your dog follow you when
vou go out, come when you call him, and
take care of ycur house at night? Maybe
vou have seen a dog that takes care of sheep.
They are good friends to people and sheep
too. Does father have any cows on his
place? Are they useful to us? We could
not well get on without the milk and butter,
could we? Then the sheep out in the fields
that give us their soft wool to make warm
clothing in winter. They are our friends
Are there any chickens in your barn-
vard? Can you tedl me anything about
them? Sometimes boysand girls have some
hens and ducks and pigeons of their own to
feed and raise and care for. Have you?
I know a little girl who is very fond of her
gray kitten and who gives it milk in a
saucer every day. Have any of you boys a
pony? A pony or horse is one of the best of
friends. How far we can ride on their backs
and how quickly and lightly they run! Do
vou know who made all these fowls and
animals to be our friends and help us?

Lesson  Srory—On the fiith day our
Father said, *“ There are seas full of water
on the earth now, they must be useful for
men.” 8o He made the waters to bring
forth fishes and fowls of every kind., The

too,

fishes were to stay in the water and live
there, the fowls were to fly in the air up
toward the sky. Then God made every
kind of fowl that has wings, whether it flies
far away or whether it can fly only close to
the earth. And God saw that it was so
good, that He said of thesg things, as He
had said of plants, ‘‘ They shall grow on
from year to year, each one after his kind
until there shall be fishes and fowls for all
people.”  Then our Father in Heaven
blessed all these things.

On the sixth day God said, *“ The earth is
beautiful and useful for man, but I will
make it more beautiful and useful still. I
will make yet other things to live upon it."”
8o God our Father made the animals of
every kind, all the beasts of the field and
creeping things. Then God said, “ I will
give these animals to my friend man that he
may care for them and help them, as they
willhelp him, and they shall be all over the
earth.””  And God saw that it was good.

TuiNg or Tuis—If God gave us all those
animals to be our friends, He meant that we
should be kind to them. Not just to pet
them, but to feed and care for them, even if
it means a good deal of work, and never to
be cruel to them, or to do them hurt. So we
can thank God for these gifts to us.

LESSON VI.
Gop MakiNG ArL TriNes, Gen. 1: 1-8,
14-19.
Golden Text—Same as in Lesson V.

SpirITUAL  REsurt Desirep — A spirit of
reverence for the handiwork of God.

ArproacH—W hat tells you that the morn-
ing has come? The light. What makes
the light? The sun. What tells you that
the evening has come? The twilight begins
and we see the stars come out one by one?
What tells you night is here? God spreads
His curtain of darkness over us and then the
stars shine clearer and the moon comes out
in the starry sky. We call the light ? (Day-




The Beginners’ Course 421

time) ; and the darkness? (Night). Can
you tell me some of the things you doin the
daytime? Play, work, mother sews, father
ploughs in the field, or works in the shop,
or attends to whatever business he has; the
children go to sohool. We do so many
things by the light of day. Then when
night comes we go to rest. Our Father in
heaven knows that we need to rest as well
as to work ; so He made the beautiful night-
time, when work and play stop long enough
for us to sleep and rest.

How thoughtful and wise our Father was
to make things just right for us ! The light
and the darkness, the earth and the seas,
the fishes, birds, and beasts, the plants and
trees and flowers, the image of man like
Himself and the beautiful soul that He gives
toevery one. Could any person you have
ever seen do such wonderful things?

Lessox Story—On the first day of all, our
Father made the light, and He divided the
light from the darkness, calling the light
““day ' and the darkness ‘‘ night.”” Did you
know that God Himself had given us the
names, day and night? On the second day
He made the beautiful blue sky that
stretches over people all over the whole
earth, and He called this ““sky,” and the
great wide place beyond it ‘“heaven.”

Then God said, ““In this wide sky I will
set lights to rule the day and the night. The
brighter light shall rule the day and it shall
be called the sun ; and the lesser light shall
rule the night and it shall be called the
moon ; and with the moon I will put the
stars to twinkle in the sky.”” Then God
made the sun and the moon to help to
show summer and winter and fall and
spring: to make some days warm and
sunshiny and bright, some days cold and
snowy, some still and clear, others windy
and cloudy. The next time we feel cross
over a rainy day, remember our Father
makes all the weather. 8o it must he the
right. kind, even if all days are not bright
enough to play outdoors. It makes the
sunny days brighter, because it rains now
and then. And the beautiful snow that
helps to keep the wheat warm and to remind
us of our Father as it comes down so pure
and white. All these things started from the

fourth day, when our Father made the sun,
moon and stars.
TNk or Tais—
““God our Father made the night
Made the moon and stars so bright,
All the clouds so far away,
The shining sun and golden day."

LESSON VIIL

Gon's CariNg For THE Basy Moses, Exodus
2: 1-10.
Golden Text: He careth for you, 1 Pet. 5: 7.

God having created man, did not cease
to care for him. The three present lessons
deal with three distinet phases of life, all
under the personal care of God. First, a
baby, helpless, endangered—cared for by
the Father of us all. 8econd, a man, alone,
hungry, in a wilderness, cared for by the
same loving Father. Third, a nation wan-
dering without food, helpless as the baby or
the man, the great nation fed by the Giver
of every good and perfect gift. Truly, * He
careth for you.”

CentraL Trura—The best use of strength
is in helping the weak.

Point oF Derarrure—A child’s interest
in the baby at hme.

SpirrruaL Resuur Desirep—A joyful sense
of God's care for each child, however small
—for me, for you ; a ready disposition to help
in the care of the baby at home,

Arproacn—What does your baby at home
lie in when mother puts him down to rest
orsleep? A crib or a cradle, or a little bed
of his own. Is it as large as mother’s bed ?
No, the baby would be lost in such a big
place, wouldn’t he? T want to tell you to-
day of a strange bed a mother made for her
little baby, and of a stranger place stiil where
ghe put the bed.

Lesson Srory—Long ago there was a beau-
tiful baby born into a Hebrew family. The
cruel king of that country hadsaid, *‘If any
little Hebrew boys are born in my country 1
will not have them here, but I will get rid
of them.” So when this baby came, his
mother said, “We must not let the king
find our little son, or surely he will kill him."
So the mother hid him away for three
months, where the king could not find him,

At the end of this time she said to his
sister, ‘‘ We cannui hide the baby any longer,
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for he is getting larger and can ery and
laugh loud enough to be heard, so we shall
have to think of some other way to take care
of him.”"  Then the mother made a strange
little bed for her baby, like a basket, plaited
of the strong rushes that grew by the river
side.  She put a lidon it that it might shut
over the baby. After this she rubbed tar
over the whole outside, that water might not
leak into it, and then after fixing it soft in-
side, she laid the dear little baby in it and
closed the lid.  She had been just as care-
ful as ghe could, for she loved him go much,
Then she went down by the gide of the
stream where the king’s daughter came to
bathe each day, and in the tall bulrushes
were the water was calm, she set the bagket
with her precious baby inside. And because
she was a Hebrew, Tam sure she prayed to
our Father in heaven to take care of her son,
whom she could not take care of nerself be-
cause of the king's word. By and by the
king's daughter came down to the stream to
bathe and when she gaw the basket, she
lifted the lid, and thereinside was the lovely
baby, and it was crying, for it was lonely,
She said to her maids, “Here is a
darling little baby and I am sure he belongs
to the Hebrews, but my father will let me
keep him, for I love him already.” Just
then the sister who had been watching near
by ran down to the stream and said, “‘Shall
I find a nurse for you?” And the princess
said, “Yes, I should like one right away.”
And whom do you think she brought? Why,
the baby’s own dear mother, and so the
little fellow had his dear mother to take care
of him there in the king’s house. Who do
vou think the baby was? And who do you
think took care of him while he was there
by himself in the basket on the water?

TuiNg o Tuis—The same Father who
cared for the little baby Moses, long ago,
cares for you now. When we care for some
one else, it is one of the ways we show that
we are like our Father in heaven.

LESSON VIII
Gon CariNg vor His Servant Evan, 1
Kings 17 : 1-6,

Golden Text : Same as for Lesson VII.

Centrat, Trorn—Every creature made by
God has its place and uses in life,

The Beginners’ Course

Pornt or Departure—Child’s love for
birds and his observations of their habits,

Seiriruan Resvers Desiren—An awaken-
ing to God's care for the * falling sparrow "’
(which will help to save some birds their
eggs and their young) leading up to God's
love for me,

Arrroac—Did you ever see a nest with
little birds in it? Can youtell me who feeds
the baby birds? T love to wateh the father
bird bring food to the mother and then see
her take it in her little bill and feed the
babies; don’t you? T wantto tell you to-day
about gome birds that had learned how to
feed their little ones, and then how they fed
a big man who was very hungry.

Lesson Srory—Once upon a time there
lived a good man whose name was Elijah.
He was a prophet and told the people the
words our Father in heaven had spoken to
him,

Now the people had been doing wrong and
God told Elijah to send word to the king
that there should be no dew nor rain for a
long, long time, and that the grass and grain
would notgrow. God knew that the wicked
king would be angry and kill Elijah, so He
told him to go far away from the city by a
brookside, where there was plenty of clear,
running water, and He would send him food.

So Elijah did just as the Lord eaid, and
went down by the side of the brook., He
did not worry any, for he knew God would
care for him. Sure enough when the evening
time came, there came some great black birds
flying ¢lose to his eide, and in their bills
they carried food enough to last him until
morning. They dropped it at his feet and
Elijah ate all that he needed and then went
to sleep. When morning came, here were
the ravens again, carrying the food in their
bills and they again laid it before Elijah and
he ate enough for the day. Then he drank
clear water from the brook and knew that
the dear Lord was taking care of him.

Tming oF Tuis—If God's friends,. the
birds, cared for God’s friend, Elijah, do you
think our Father likes to see us care for His
birds? Let us think of what Jesus said of
the sparrows : ““ And one of them shall not
fall on the ground without your Father.
By the side of this put, ‘‘ He careth for you.”




Teacher Training Course

Presbyterian Church in Canada
Under the Direction of the General Assembly's Sabbath School Committee

DEPARTMENT OF SCRIPTURE-I. The New Testament—Its Contents
and Growth,

N.B.—It ig recommended that the Revised Version be consulted in these studies.

LESSON I
Tue Gosren

The word Gospel is the Anglo-Saxon
“ God-spell,” which probably gignified God-
story, that is God's word, or perhaps, good
story. The Greek word euangelion (our
“evangel ”') means good-tidings.

In mie Oup Tesrament — Though the
word gospel as used in the New Testament
does not oceur in the Old Testament, yet
those who lived under the old Covenant had
a gospel preached to them, Gal. 3 : 8 ; Heb.
4 : 6. This was God’s promise that He would
redeem Israel. The record of this good-
tidings, contained in history, prophecy,
psalms, and other literary forms, was the
sacred seriptures of the Jews, read in cvery
synagogue throughout the world at the open-
ing of the Christian era. This Old Testament
was the only Bible of the first Christians,

As Preacnep By Jesvs—Jesus began His
ministry by proclaiming the Gospel of God
(Mark 1:14) or the kingdom of heaven
(Mott. 4 :23; 5:3, 10); that is, He brought
the good news that He was about to establish
the kingdom of God, which had been pro-
mised long before to Isracl, Isa. 40 : 3-11 ;
Ps. 2; Dan, 7:14. Jesus Himself wasthis
glad-tidings. He revealed to His disciples
that God is our Father, Matt, 11 : 27-30. He
forgavesing, Mark 2:5,7. His words brought
eternal life, John 6:68, 69. His miracles
and deeds of mercy made known the power
and love of God, Matt. 11 : 27 ; John 10:32,
37, 38. His life was a gospel, and His fol-
lowers came to see that He was the Messiah
of God, Matt. 16 :16. But they were stag-
gered when He foretold them that e must
die. How could suffering and death be a
part of the gospel of the glorions Megsiah ?
Yet Jesus taught that this death was essen-
tial : only by it conld He ransom the many

for His kingdom, Mark 10:45. Along with
the prophecy of His death, however, the
promise ran that He would rise again. So
the resurrection also was a part of Christ's
Gospel, Matt. 16 : 21-23; 17 :22, 23; 20:
18, 19. Finally He taught that He would
come again in glory to judge the world, Mark
3:26,27; 14 : 61, 62.

As PreacHED BY THE AposTLES — After
Pentecost (Acts 2) the disciples discovered
that the death and resurrection of Jesus were
essential. At first much of their preaching
was witness-bearing. They testified that
Jesus was indeed risen and ascended to
heaven and urged the people to repent and
believe on Him, Acts 8:15, 17-19. The
substance of their gospel may be found
in Peter’s discourses, as given in Acts 2 ; 22-
24;3236; 3:13-15; 4:10; 5:30-32. In
the early days it was unnecessary to relate
the facts of the life of Jesus, for they were
well known to all.

Tre GospeL ALwAYS ONE AND THE SAME—
Paul speaks of my gospel (Rom. 2:16; 16:
25), that is, the gospel of Clirist as Paul
preached it, chiefly to Gentiles. Peter
preached especially to Jews, and would em-
phasize different features, Gal. 2:7. But
there was only one gospel, the gospel of
Christ, that ‘s, preached by Christ and with
Christ as its object. All Christians were
agreed that this good-tidings was redemp-
tion from sin and death into the eternal
kingdom of God, through faith in the risen
Lord Jesus Christ, Acts 2 : 42 (‘“ the apostles’
teaching '), Gal. 1 : 6-9; Heb. 13:8.

LESSON IT.
Tue WritteN Gospgn

When the first missionaries left Palestine
and carried the gospel to the Jews of the
Dispersion (1 Pet. 1: 1) and to the Gentiles,
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they had to tell the facts of the life of Jesus.
Perhaps brief outlines circulated early in
different groups of churches. How soon
and in what form the personal disciples of
Jesus began to write their reminiscences of
the Lord, we cannot say, but as death

thin:= “hem out, the need would make
itselt 1eit to ave such reliable written re-
cords.

Time or First Recorns — Before Luke
many had undertaken to give an account of
these events, but Luke claims to have more
accurate knowledge than others, and to be
in a position to give a trustworthy record of
the beginnings of Christianity, Luke 1: 1-
4. Our written gospels were published after
most of the epistles (letters) of the New Tes-
tament were in circulation, but the Gospel
of which our gospels are the record was
preached before there were any epistles,
So there is good reason for the gospels stand-
ing first in the New Testament,

CuaNGe 1IN MeaNiNg o Worp—Their
titles, which were probably added by a later
hand, run, ““The Gospel according to Mat-
thew, Mark, etc.” ; that is, Matthew, ete.,
wrote this record of the gospel of Christ.
As time went on the wortf gospel came to
mean, in addition to its old sense, the writ-
ten record of the gospel of Christ. In this
sense we often gpeak of Mark's Gospel.

Tie Four GosPEL S8URVIVALS FROM A NUm-
pER—Only four out of the written gospels
nave been deemed Worthy by the Christian
church of a place in its sacred literature,
Of course, it may be that materials from
some ghorter written gospels or collections
of Christ’s words and works are embedded
in our four, having been used in their com-
position by the authors of our gospels as
they stand now. In the second century,
apocryphal gospels full of erude stories be-
gan to appear, but they never became
serious rivals of our four. Tt seems that the
claim of our fonr gospels to be apostolic tes-
timony to the facts mJ Christ’s Iife was not
disputed. Yet there were hostile critics in
the early centuries who might have had
pleasure in attacking them.,

Two Types—-SyNopTic AND JOHANNINE

The most casnal reader goon discovers that
our fourth gospel is very different from the
other three. These are often called the
synoptic (root—to see together) gospels be-
cause they all give the same general view of
our Lord's ministry.  Apart from the open-
ing chapters of Matthew and Luke, they be-
gin with the public ministry of Jesus in
Galilee after the death of John the Baptist.

Tk Syxorric View or Crrist’s MINistry

Galilee remains the chief scene of His la-
bors till His journey to Jerusalem before His
death. Towards tie close of the Galilean

ministry the disciples at Cmsarca Philippi
make the great confession that Jesus is the
Christ, which is followed by the Transfigur-
ation. These gospels also agree in regard to
the institution of the Lord's Su per, and the
day and hour of Christ's d(-mﬁ. Not only
is the eubstance of many paragraphs
throughout, the gospels the same in all three,
but the similarity oiten extends to words
and minor details; The discourses of Jesus
also treat chiefly of the kingdom of God, its
righteousness, conditions of entrance, legis-
lation, 1ts future, and the fortunes of the
disciples,  Much of this is illustrated by the
use of parables,

To account for these gimilarities and dif-
ferences is the well-known gynoptic prob-
lem, one of the hardest in New Tesiament
criticism, into which it is unnecessary for us
to go at present,

LESSON III.

Tur JonANNINE PorRTRAITURE oF CHRIST

In the Gospel according to John the scope
of Chrigt's life and teaching is unique. The
nature of the Baptist's ministry, the first
call of the disciples, the early work of Jesus
in Jerusalem and Judwea, and the journey
through Samaria are peculiar to this gospel.
The ministry of Jesus, most of which is spent
in Jerusalem or Judewea, requires three years
instead of the one within which it may pos-
#ibly be brought in the synoptics. There is
no mention of the temptation, the tr:lnshg‘-
uration, the agony in the garden, the expul-
sion of demons, or the institution of the
sacraments, The disconrses of Jesus given
are profound and deal with the mysteries of
Christ's person.  Parables are not, employed,
allegories take their place. The Gospel is
not a mosaic of written or oral narratives or
words, but is the personal testimony of an
eye-witness, and is full of the tender remin-
iscence of one who loved intensely Him
whose wondrous character he is calling to
memory,

A great echolar hagsaid, “Thereare really
only two gospels—one of the flesh, in three
forms; and one of the spirit.  Matthew,
Mark and Luke tell the story of Christ's life
on its more human gide ; John pierces the
divine depths from which that human life
issued,”

Tur Goserr, ACCORDING To MARK

Some reasons for regarding Mark as the
earliest gospel

Most of the narratives, discourses and par-
ables of Jesus in Mark are found either in
Matthew or in Luke orin both ; but Mark is
too vivid and true to details which are pecu-
liar to him, to be merely an epitome of the
other two,  Why would'an abbreviator have
omitted 8o many important incidents and
eayings? On the other hand, if Mark was
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known to the other two evangelists, many
of their similarities to Mark will be ac-
counted for.

Tue Avrnor ~The material seems to come
from an eye-witness. Read the story of the
feeding of the five thousand (6 :35-44), or
the storm (4 :36-51), or Bartimezeus (10 : 46-
52), and see how life-like the descriptions
are. The author seems to have been a Jew
of Palestine, for he understands the Aramaic
language and the customs of the Jews (3 :7 ;
H:415 7:2 3,4; 15:42). Heis much in-
terested in the apostles, especially Peter.
All this just fits to the widespread early
tradition that the anthor of the gospel was
John Mark, the cousin of Barnabag, and that
he wrote it aiter the death of Peter in Rome,
using as his material memoirs of the gospel
which he had heard the apostle preach.

Perer's Gosper -So the gospel would be
really Peter’s gospel. Mark may have been
a witness of some of some of the incidents
he relates, for example in 14 :51, 52, which
wounld be “the artist's autograph in an ob-
scure corner of the painting.”

Cuaracreristics, Reapers, Purrose AnD
Dare—Jesus is vividly pictured in Mark as
the strong Son of God. It is the gospel of
action, has few discourses and only four
parables, but it has many miracles and the
energy is expressed by frequent use of such
a word as “‘straightway.” We see Jesus at
work, full of sympathy, divine in His maj-
esty, His suffering, }¥is compassion. The
readers were Gentiles, for Jewish times and
customs are explained, 5:41; 7:3, 4, 34;
15 :34, Mark describes Jesus as one whose
life will bring power for godliness to the
Gentile world of the western Roman Empire,
Jerugalem seems to have been still standing
(13 : 14) ; gothe date of the composition was
before 70 A.D.

LESSON IV,

Pran ANDp CONTENTS OF THE GOSPEL
ACCORDING TO MARK

The gospel falls into two great sections :
I. The active ministry of Jesus in Galilee,
chs. 1: 14to 9: 50; II. The last week in
Jerusalem and the Resurrection, chs, 11: 1
to 16: 8. The theme of the gospel is what
Jesus the strong Son of God did and suffered
as Messiah.

InTRODUCTION TO THE GospEL, ch. 1:1-
13.  The work of the Baptist ; the baptism
and temptation of Jesus as the inauguration
of His public ministry.

I. THE GALILEAN MiNistry, 1: 14 to 9 :
50. (a) Jesus begins preaching in the syna-
gogue, healing diseases and driving “out
demons, His disciples always accompanying
Him. Capernaum is His headquarters, "but
He makes circuits into Galilee. Crowds

ther. The Pharisees are scandalized when

e touches a leper (1: 40-45), when He for-

gives sins (2: 1-12), when He calls a publi-
can to be His disciple (2 : 13-17), when He
disregards regulations a- to fasting and the
Sabbath 2: 18 to 3: 6.

(b) The next important step is the call of
the twelve, 3: 13-19. These are to be the
pillars in the new Israel, the kingdom of
God. The enthusiasm of the multitude is at
its height, but His enemies say that He is
in league with Beelzebub, and His own
family cannot comprehend Him, 13 : 2035
Now, Jesus begins to speak in pa
order to sift out those who will receive the
word of God in good hearts. This method
of teaching makes demands on the hearers
and so tests them. Those who receive the
seed in good soil, wish to know the mys-
teries of the kingdom, and attracted by the
beauaty of the parables, search for their hid-
den truth. Others go away self-condemned,
4: 1-34. Mark has only four parables.

(c) The mission of the twelve. The chief
work of Jesus was His training of the
twelve who were to be entrusted with the
fullest knowledge of His kingdom. 8o they
are sent forth into Galilee to get experience
for their future work. Perhaps through
them Herod Antipas heard of Jesns, The
murder of John the Baptist here comes in,
4: 35t06: 30,

(d) Close of ministry in Galilee. In-
crease of His popularity and power (6: 31-
56), accompanied by growing hatred of the
Pharisees, whetted by Christ's exposure of
their immorality and His disregard of their
laws as to cleanness, 7: 1-23. To escape
both the undiscerning enthusiasm of the
multitude and the embittered attacks of the
Pharisees, Jesus goes to the region of Tyvre
and Sidon, returns to North-eastern Galilee,
and continues north to Cwsarea Philippi,
7:24to8: 27. Peter's confession (8: 29),
rewarded by a sight of the Transfiguration,
but followed by repeated warnings that the
Messiah must go to Jerusalem and die. The
law of sacrifice and humility as a cardinal
principle in the kingdom of God is empha-
sized in 8: 34; 9: 35, 45,

Connecring Link—Between the two see-
tions of the Gospel, chapter 10. A few de-
tails of what happened in Judwea or Perma,
but nothing of the progress of the journey
from Gali'ee to Judwa, nor of the thering
crisis in Jerusalem that rosnlleﬁnin His
death. TLuke, and especially John, give this.

1I. Tre Last WeEK 18 JERUSALEM—I11 3 1
to 16: 8. Final conflicts with the authori-
ties in Jernsalem, trial, passion and resur-
rection. The closing verses of the gospel, 16:
9-29. (See Revised Version, with marginal
note.) As they stand, they were not writ-
ten by the author of the rest of the gospel.
Probably the original ending was lost. '1lhis
seems to have been written by an early wit-
ness and attached afterwards to this gospel.

o
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ERHARD Heintzman Pianos are indisputably the most artistic i nstruments made in Canada.
Their reputation has been won solely by merit. They are used exclusively by the most
distinguished artists in Canada, They are elegant in np’penrancc, refined in tone,

responsive in touca and extremely durable,” Quality considered, our prices for Gerhard
Heintzman pianos are extremely moderate. Terms of payment and catalogues upon application,

We would like you to see the new Gerhard Heintzman Coronation Style 22 Cabinet
Grand,  Price (on easy payments without interest), $450.00, with a discount of
$90.00 for cash settlemend.
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University of Toronto
MEDICAL FACULTY

HE regular course of instruction consists of Four Sessions, of eight months each, commencing October 1st.
There is a distinet and separate course for each of the four years,
The lectures and demonstrations in the subjects of the First and S8econd years are given in the Biological

Laboratory and the lecture rooms of the University,

Lectures and demonsirations in the subjects of the Third and Fourth years are given in the building of
the Medical Faculty, corner of Gerrard and Sackville streets,

To meet the requirements of the Ontario Medical Council, a course of instruction is conducted duringa
Fiftn year, This is entirely optional as far as the University of Toronto is concerned.

Clinical teaching (largely bedside) is given in the Toronto General Hospital, Burnside Lying-in Hospital,
8t. Michael's Hospital, Hospital for Sick Children, and other medical charities of Toronto.

The degrees conferred by the University of Toronto in Medicine are Bachelor of Medicine (M.B,), and
Doctor of Medicine (M.D.), Students may take a combined course in Arts and Medicine if they wish to do 80,
Arts students who are taking the Honour course in Natural Science are able to fulfil the requirements of the
primary work in Medicine during their final years in Arts, and thus it is possible to obtain the degrees of B.A.
and M.B. upon six years' University truining,

The new building, at present in process of erection on the University grounds will be completed by
January 1st,  Extensive laboratory and lecture room accommodation will be provided for the Departments of

Physiology and Pathology, and all the lectures of the final years will be delivered in the new lecture theatres
after the date mentioned.

There are nrop(nl research scholarships offered to graduvates in Medicine, and every opportunity is now
offered for seientific research work in any of the various laboratories of the University, under the direct super-
vision of the Professor in charge,

The Faculty provide three medals for the graduating class (one gold and two silver). There are also
scholarshipsavailable for undergraduates in the First and Second years ; these are awarded to the candidates
on the results of the annual examinations,

Further information regarding scholarships, medals, ete., may be obtained from the Calendar, or on
application to the Secretary,

A. PRINROSE, M.B,,
R. A. REEVE, B.A., M.D., '
S i Biological Department, University of Toronte,
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World-Wide Evangelizatiorf: The Urg-
ent Business of the Church. New York,
Student Volunteer Movement lur l‘urvlgn
Missions ; 691 pages, including appendices
and llltl('\ price $1.50.

The Student Volunteer Convention in Toronto last
April, at which the addresses composing this portly
volume were delivered, was remarkable in that it was
fervent and practical to an equally high degree, The
students and their professors from the 465 colleges re-
presented were on fire, That explained their presence
in the midst of the busy college session. But the fire
was of the sort that is under control, and therefore an
impelling and not a wasting force, The addresses
are characteristic of the Convention, They take a
wide sweep, from the deseription of individual mis.
sions and views of the church's work in the great
fields to the discussion of problems such as the finan-
cial aspect of the missionary enterprise, the mission-
ary education of the home church, and the prepara-
tion of the volunteer for his after duties. No one who
reads with a candid mind can escape a sense of the
reality and dignity of the missionary movement,
and of its forward place amongst world-wide enter-
prises. To ministers, students, and missionary and
young people's societies of various sorts, the book is
of especial value, It is full of meat, and its appen-
dices will help serve up the contents in attractive
style, giving as they do classified lists of missionary
books, outlines for missionary meetings, an index to

Thé Book Page 427

illustrative paragraphs in the addresses, and a general
Index numbered and detailed. The price is merely
nominal for so substantial a volume,

Sketches From the Dark Continent. By
Willis H. Hotehkiss. The Friends Bible In-
stitute and I‘r‘nnuw\dnml Cleveland, Ohio;
1 ¢ ('

The author of this book wasone of the speakers at
the Student Volunteer Convention in Toronto in
April last, and perhaps no missionary speaker took
his audience more completely. His unusual and ine
tense personality has gone into his book. He is pos-

sessed of rare powers of vivid deseription, and his life
in Africa has been sufficiently full of perils and ad-
ventures to supply ample material for their exereise,
The stories of lion fighting and rhinocerous hunting
will delight all lovers of daring deeds. At the sume
time the spirit of devoted piety breathes through the
whole narrative. Not even Paton has given us a more
fuscinating book than Hotehkiss,

The Complete Normal Course, F
.Mmm. TheFleming H. Revell Con
pany,  Ninth ediflon ; 3 pages 181 Pric
paper, 25c.; cloth, 50c.

This book aims at guiding the student in a threes
fold study of the Bible. The first course of study con-
sists in full and careful analysis of the books. The
second furnishes outlines of geography, history, bio-
graphy and institutions, The third presents the great

:IDDE€€ee

When you wish to replenish your Sabbath-school
library, we will be glad to hear from you., We offer
every facility for making a good selection. If you
desire a quantity of books to choose from, we will

be pleased to send them,

Our aim is to furnish

books that are instructive and entertaining, and at
the same time Christian in teaching. We carry a
large collection of books suitable for libraries and
prizes, and will gladly furnish catalogues and

prices on application,
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Upper Canada Tract Society
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teachings of the Bible. In addition to these three
courses of Biblical study, there is & course of training
inthe art of teaching and Sabbath school organiza®
tion,

The 8.8. Teachers’ Normal Course. By

George W. Pease. The Fleming H. Revell

K any.  First v

paper, 25¢.; cloth, Hoe,
Eachof Mr. Pease's normal courses extend overone

year and consist of twor

the contents of the Bill

yopages TO7; price,

&, one of which deals with
und the other with the art of
teaching, Wegeta bird iew, in the one course,
of the 01d Testament hooks, and in the other, of the
life of our Lord and the work of the apostles.  Along
with this are presented the salient points of Biblical
geography and history. The sections on the art of
teaching contain many wise and useful directicns,
This book is hardly up-to-date, in that it takes its
chronology of Paul's life from Conybeare and How-
son with no reference to the later discussions of
Ramsay and McGiffert,

Our Bixty-six Sacred Books.
Edwin W. Rice, D.D. T
day School Union, Phi

¢ olc.
Bible Study By Books. By Rev. Henry
T. Sell, M.A.  The Fleming H. Revell Com-
pany ; pages 273 ; price, paper, 35c.; cloth,
60c.

By Rev.
lcan S

phia ; pages 22

These two books agree in recognizing the fact that
the Bible is nota single book, but alibrary containing

The Book Page (continued)

wany books. To say this is not to deny that there is
a unity in the whole collection, which can he ex-
plained only on the assumption that each Book was
written under the supervision of one Divine Person.
The two volumes do not treat the sacred colleetion
from the same view point. Indeed, they are comple-
mentary to each other. Dr. Rice traces the history of
s by which the Bible, as we have it, came
stence.  Starting with the versions now in
use, he follows the stream back, until he arrives at
their source in ancient manuseripts, seeks to discover
the date at which the various writings were collected
into one book, describes the circumstances in which
each separate book was produced, and gives an ac-
count of the wonderful circulation of the Seriptures
in modern days, Mr, Sell, on the other hand, takes
the various books as th, tand and givesa very clear
and complete analysis of their contents, The one’
volume is historicaland the other analytical, In both
of them the Bible student will find much valuable
and interesting information, They might both be
used with advantage in Bible classes to supplement
the lessons of the International Series, In addition to
his Bible Study by Books, Mr, Sell has written Bible
Study by Doctrine, and Bible Study by Periods, the
purpose and scope of which are sufficiently indicated
by the titles; and also Supplemental Bible Studies,
containing “a short and comprehensive course of
study upon the Structure, Geography, Institutions
and Times of the Bible," These also are published
by the Revell Company in the same style and at the
same price as Bible Study by Books.

ON THE

BOOKS

Stu

DR. WITHROW writes : *“ Dr, Maclean is rendering important service to his
church, to all the churches, by his admirable bookson Christian themes,
not only present the very marrow and fatness of the
literary form that will make it attractive to every reader.
their way as Dr. Van Dyke's or Hamilton Wright Mabie's,"

ILLIAM BRIGGS ruine: TORONTO
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BETTER LIFE

A Series of Studies in Christian Living
By Rev. John laclean, M.A., Ph. D.

Cloth, each, 50 cents net, postpaid
The Making of a Christian

Studies of the Art of Holy Living

Better Lives for Common Peoble

Studies of the Way of Peace

The Destiny of To-day

Studies in Conscience and Character

Light for Daily Livin

s in Character Buliding

They
Gospel, but present it in a
They are as good in
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The Oxford Bibl

FOR TEACHERS

Containing the Authorized or Revised Version of the Holy Scriptures ;
The ** OXFORD HELPS TO THE STUDY OF THE BiBLE."

124 Full-Page Plates, with Many Maps, &c.
Prices from 75 cents to $20.00.

HELPS TO THE STUDY OF THE BIBLE, :iic

New, Enlarged, and Illustrated Edition. From 25 cents, Net.

THE HOLY BIBLE

Two=Yersion Edition

The Authorized Version, with the Differences of the Revised \ ersion
Printed in the Margins, so that both Texts can be read
from the same page.

Printed in Clear Type. Central Column References.

On Oxford India Paper, from $2.00. On ordinary paper, from $1.50.
On Oxford India Paper, and interleaved with writing paper, $5.00; or
bound with “The Oxford Helps to the Study n} the Bible,”
$4.50. With wide margins for MS. Notes, from $4.50.

THE TEACHERS' COMMENTARY ON THE NEW TESTAMENT.
By F. N. PELOUBET, D.D. 8 vo., cloth, $1.25 per volume,

The Teachers' Commentary on the Acts of the Apostles.

The Teachers’ Commentary on the Gospel according to St. Matthew.

MY COUNSELLOR. Holy Scripture arranged as Daily Meditations, for
Edification, Guidance and Comfort. Morning and Evening Meditations,
complete in one volume, Large type editions, from 50 cents; or on
Oxford India Paper, from 60 cents. In separate volumes, My Morn-
ing Counsellor. My Evening Counsellor. From 25 cents cach.
Ninety-fourth Thousand.

OF ALL BOOKSELLERS

LONDON : FROWDE £
Warehouse, Amen Corner, E C,
NEW YORK: 91 and 93 Fifth Avenue
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