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@he Sabbuth Sehool,

LESSONS FOR AUGUST.

FIRST SABBATH,
Sumsecri—The Water of Life, John 4:

‘This is one of the most beautiful and in-
structive passages in the Gospels. It presents
the tender love of Christ in such a light as
should constrain every reader to exclaim,
*“ He is the chief among ten thousand, and
altogether lovely.”

V. 5.—S8ychar, called also in scripture Sy-
chem or Shechem. It is upwards of 30 miles
North of Jerusaiem, and is situated between
mount Ebal on the north and Gerizim on the
south. Its modern name is Neapolis or Na-
blous. Gen. 33: 18, 19.

V. 6.—This well has been identified, and
is regarded by travellers with great interest.
The sizth hour—12.00 noon. The day was
divided into twelve hours which were reck-
oned from sunrise till sunset.

V. 7.—~Christ asked her for a drink to arrest
her attention. He thirsted for her sogl more
than for water and he would from a simple
beginning lead her on till she received from
Him the vwater of life. Thus Jesus says to
the sinner still, *‘ Son, give me thine heart,”
as if it were a boon for himself be asked.
How wonderfut! :

V. 9.—The feud between Jew and Samar-
itan was of old standing. See Neh. 4: 1.
For the origin of the Samaritans, see 2 Kings
17: 24-33.

V. 10.—The gift of God means either Christ
Himself, or His spirit. See Ch. 7:37-39.
Thus, in an easy and natural way Christ turns
this woman’s attentior to hi%her than earthly
things. And Christ would have sinners now
come to Him for living water. The reason
why many do not come is they do not know
the gift of God—they do not realize who He
is that says, Come unto ma.

Vv. 11, 12.—Evidently this woman did not
know what Christ meant. She has low views,
her affections are grovelling. How dark the
mind is in a state by nature! How great the
need for spiritual illumination!

Vv. 13, 14.—Christ is very patient with
this dull scholar. He continues his teaching,
presenting the truth in clearer light.

V. 15.—Still her views are carnal. Christ
offers salvation, and she supposes he meaus
some kind of water that will slake for all
time to come the natural thirst. And had
Christ left her at this stage she would never
bave discovered His meaning. But as He
purposed to save her, He let light into her
dark soul. And she believed in Him as the
sequel shows. A gocd proof of her conver-
sion is seen in the fact that she wished to save
others. See vv. 28, 29,

LESSONS.

1. How benighted the soul is in a state by
nature! It is guilty, polluted, a stranger to
:{ue happiness, and yet it realizes not its con~

ition.

-

2. The world can never satisfy a humay
egoul. All the cisterns of carth’s joys may be
tried, but they will be found to bo ** brokep
cisterns that can hold no water.” He why
drinks of these wate"s shall thirst again, shal|
still ask the questioz, Who will show me ayy
good thing? . :

3. Christ alone can satisfy the cravings of
the soul. He alone can pardon and restoreto§
God’s favor and inmage. By taking up His}
residence in the heart by His blessad Spirip B
He alone can enable a man to say from sweyg
ex;iergence, Now I am Qappy. Sce Romag
5: 1-5.

4. What matchless grace in Christ! R}
sought out this poor woman, addressed bx§
most tenderly, led her on step

by, step untj]

she was saved. Who would %ve suchyl
Saviour as this? % .
SECOND SABBATH.! ’
SusJECT:—Jesus at Bethesda, John 538

When Christ was on _earth He went a8
doing good. Hec healed all manner of bed
disease, thus showing that there was p
spiritual malady beyond His reach. This
acle of healing recorded here occurred i
earlier part of our Lord’s_ministry,—ds
His second appearance in Jerusalem afler Hg
baptism. N
At Jerusalem, near one of tho gates, il
ool named Bethesda—which signifiesd
ouse of mercy. At ceicain times its v
were moved, and then whoever ste%ped‘
first was he:\fed of wuatever disease hehlf
As might be expecled many ailing peroge
crowded into the covered recesses around
pool waiting for the opportune mons
Among others was one whose case wasind
most distressing. For thirty-eight yem
had an iofirmity. Some suppose that ifg
was brought on by certain habits of sin, iy
v. 14 in which Christ told him to sinnom
If this view is correct we are taught th
ness of Christ's compassion which b
healing to such a one—and that too
Christ k :ew all about the case. Heng
therefore be divine. Incidentally manyp+4
of our Lord’s divinity are given uf
Gospels. He asked tke impotent man i
wished to be bealed. The reply suun
while the désire was strong, hope wash
He was helpless. He could not go iatofg
healing water with sufficient alacrity, i
there. was none sufficiently sympathiz
aid. Each onc was intent on & cure fo
self or for his friends, leaving othersn
for. What selfishness! But Christ
He spake the words of emnipotence,
cure was effected. ‘
The Jews found fanlt with the heski BN
carrying his bed on the Sabbath. Ifthsg
not know who this man was, the ¢
they asked him ivas vight. Rutif they
that he had been a cripple and bad
healed by Chsist, then the question
prompted through hatred to Christ.
ever this may have been, v. 12 impis
they had a suspicion, at least after theif
tion was answered, who bad wro
gnigacle and given the command to o/
ed.




THE

Home and Foveign Secord

& 1ic PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH OF THE LOWER PROVINCES.
LJJULY,
e SYHOD--THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY.

A1S75.

hiee, aud cheerfullyendured all the toil an

boved by love to  Christ and His Church

s we are sure that their secrifices, whether
ie, of strength or of money have not

SodiBtn in vain,

¥

godleo with the brethren,

old join the General Assembly above.
ey brother passed away suddenly du-
oy cur meetings at Montreal. Rev. M.
g was called away appareatly with-
Mo moment’s warning. Others were
@lome by family affliction. But the
S lunce, all things considered, was as-
#hingly large.
*S s well to notice at the outset that the
gk incurred was also of necessity very
b Some congregations did their duty
¢ —uot only paying the expences of
@B o7 representatives but raaking large
R the ganeral fund for Synodical ex-
s Other congregations neglected
@R oty wofully, so that whea the fand

The Synod of our Church met accord-
B 0 uuiouncement in Knox Church,
Bontreal, on Thursday, the 10th June. It
fiects high credit on our ministers, elders,
dpeople that the attendance was solarge,
3t 50 many representative men travelled

unble incident to such travel. They were

Some indeed we missed whose joyous
s in recent vears were sure to meet the
., Rev.Donald S. Gordon was not there
S the Lord took him. He expected to
oW there ; his arrangements had been made

: None would have
& and como with a more happy hopefual
. But God’s will was that Gordon

not enough in hand to pay the railway and
steamboat fares of delegates ! This was far,
far from being right, and we hope that de-
linquent congregations will take a very
early opportunity to make things right by
gending up to the Treasurer & special col-
lection.

The Synod unanimously re-elected Rev.
P. G. McGregor, Moderator. Rev. E. E.
Ross had been nominated by nearly all the
Presbyteries, but he was unable to be pres-
ent. The Synod’s choice was wise and be-
coming in every way, and the results am-
ply justified it. Under Mr. McGregor’s
experienced presidency business was trans-
acted with great celerity : and in the his-
toric scenes in which the Synod took part,
he, as the Synod’s head, performed his.du-
ties ina manner that left nothing to be
desired.—Rev. A. Falconer was appointed
Clerk and Rev. N. McKay, Clerk of Bills.

Financial.
The Statement of the Auditors was onr
the whole very satisfactory. We subjoin a
summary of it :—
Foreign Mission.

Receiptse seevaceasesneroresss  $7042.78
Expenditures.seeeeececes voo. 7474.84

d

.
?

Home BMussion. .

Receipts. vvevveerecvotencess. . 53479.63

Expenditures,o.esesesssaesees 2783.50
Dayspring and Trinidad Schools.

Receipts.coveeseanensanacnanns $2417.73

Expenditures.cesseecesiecress 1934.87

Syrod Fund.
Receipts.seeieieacneanaesanss . 81726 74
Expenditures.s.eees soeesoo.. 1626.26

Supplementary Fund.

- h with it was found that there was

RecoiPtSceceanrensncosarses s 8365773
Expendittreccve savsesvereesss 3670.40
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Acadian Mission.
ReceiptS.vevsesniiieriannsas, . 8125612
Expenditure..eves sereresess.. 1120.84

Professorial Fund. :
Receipts, vivciiiieiiiianas ., . $4563.51
Expenditures. s veiess o0 eees 4563.51

Ministerial Education.
Receipts.cvve cavevensasveees$6,939.54
Expenditure.eeevss vaveore, 7,807.14

Total Receiptsin 1874.......,.523,682.76
s b 1875.04.....527,387 91
Increase in 1875 vivvveuoa. 83.705.45

The Moderator made a brief statement
of the will of the late C. D. Hunter. The
amount given to the Synod will not be less
than $50,000,

On motion of Rev. G. Patterson, the
Synod expressed their sense of the munifi-
cence of the deceased, and appointed a
Committee to devise the best means of
dealing with the bequest. Mr. Patterson
mentioned a bequest by one of his congre-
gation, the late James MceDonald. Thesum
will likely amount ultimately to $6000.

In view of the very favourable conﬁition
of the funds, the Synod recorded their
gratitude to God and to the Christian peo-
ple.

Considering that these are “ hard times”
we may well and dutifully acknowledge
the good haud of God upon us in the mat-
ter of finance.

Forcign Missions.

The Report on this subject, as published
in our last was unanimously approved and
adopted, and tho following minute passed :

The Synod having heard the Report of
the Foreign Mission Committec adopts the
same, and desires to express its gratitude
to God for the success which has attended
the efforts of the Bissionaries daring the
past year, and also for the health with
which they have been blessed. The Synod
also wishes to convey to the Missionaries in
the foreign ficld, #ts deep sense of their
self denying labours, and of the zeal for
the glory of God and the advancement of
the Kingdom of Christ, which has impelled
them to enter upon and continue their la-
bors in the foreign field, The Synod con-
veys its thanks to the F. M. Board. and
would again commend the Missionaries to
the support, sympathy aud confidence and
prayers of the Church.

Home Missions.

This report also was approved. It was
very full and interesting. We hope that our

readers will look at it again as it appeared
in our Jast issue. The following final reso.
lution was passed by the Synod :
¢ The Synod having heard the Repon,
agree to adopt it and to record its gratifica.
tion at the large mcasare of success thag
has crowned the faithful and sclf-denying
Iabours of the Home Missionary agents in
the various parts of the field, and also g
the increased and increasing liberality of
our people in the suppert of those who fy.
bour for Christ in the remote parts of our
Church, and hereby records its deep grati.
tude to the head of the Church, for the
great things he has done for us in the out-
pouring of his spirit upon the labours of
our ministers and students and other Chyis.
tian workers.”
The Record.
ihe Committeo’s Report met with th §
Synod’s prompt approval. The circuls
‘tion in 1874 was reported at 5,500. This
year it is about the same figure, :
Various Matterxs. .
A petition from the relatives of the luz |
C. D. Hunter, Esq., was read, and th
Syned, upon the unanimous represents
tions of the Judges and Lawyers present s §
clined to entertain the petition.~—Rer. D; 8
Blaikie of Boston addressed the Synodes
a delegate and was very cordially greeted,
Permission was given to the Presbyterydji
St, John to take charge of the theologiciB
training of Mr. Sterns, and to license Mrj9
A. Russel, The latter has never receiveii¥.
a College training ; but he was well know
to almost every member of € ynod, and b
attainments are of a high order.
Statistics,
The Report on this subject was subnig:
ted by Professor McKnight. The deell
were given on our last issue : but we g
the following summary in one point:

The average Salary over the Church i3
$738. In the Presbytery of Tatamagocci
the average is 2453. P. E. Island, $ i3
Traro, 8737 ; Pictou, $782; Hal.fax, SIG4
Lunenburg and Yarmouth, $748; Cof
Breton, $657; Victoria and Richmofi®
8520 ; St. John, 773 ; Miramichi, 5%
7 cases the salary is below $400. I
under $500; in 16 under $600. Tos
under $600 a year—33

Special thanks were given to Prois¥ig
McKnight for his Iabour in preparisg S
Tables and superintending their pilige
tion,




1875,

- s

ThHe Home anh Forefyn Werord,

187

SYSTEMATIC BENEFICENCE.

i Rev. E. A, McCurdy submitted the Re-
gunt, which was as follows :—

In submitting their Soventh Annual Re-
B crt the Commitice on Systematic Benefi-
wnce think that in view of the appronching
Wtion, it may not be amiss for them
Diefly to review the progress of the cause
Bvlich the Synod cight years ago entrusied
B their oversight and care, It is with
wtitnde to God, the author of the grace of
iemlity as well as of all other graces, that

¢y again record the fact that this progress
8 been most cheering.  Indeed, it has
BB~ s marked that the attention of the
Bk Church has been arrested, aund

mmittee mean to assume that all syste-
ie giving in our Church has been a
fing of recent origin,  No doubt there al-
ys have been quite a number of the
kembers of our Church who were in the
&'t of making their contributions to the
Ril's cause gratefully, joyfully, and
B:cuntically,. The measure of success
i which the efforts of the Chureh both
tome and abroad have been crowned,
pply confirms this statement.  Still the
B0l was not satisfied with the degree of
Beality which had been attained, and ac-
blingly under a deep sense of the im-
Brance of the subject, a recommendation
issued to all who were under its autho-
M 10 adopt the practice of weekly storing,
& Sabbath offering ; and your Committee
R instructed to employ active measures
induee the Church as generally and as
kdily as possible to accept and carry out
neommendition.  They obeyed their
BE-ucnons. By several series of articles
12 [ccord and other papers, by circulars
s to the congregations and sessions,
g sove to explain and enforce the pre-
R “ Lpon the first day of the week let
one of you lay by him in store as
B hath prospered him.”

FRUITS.

B¢ response from many of our congre-
Bos hos been most gratifying. The
ods employed for securing funds have
[ liroe number of cases been revolu-
fRd with the happiest results. Seven
370 there were only two or three of
gy onzregations which weve dependent

heir weekly offering for either con-
onal or general church funds. At
seut time there are nearly forty which
 that position.

STATISTICS.

tribute
and the rest of them have contributed to all
but one.

that the Committee do not assume that the
whole advance is traceable to this cause,
the facts which our statistical tables furrish
are quite suggestive. In an intcresting
statement given to the public a few months
ago by one of the members of your Com-
mittee, it was affirmed that since the ap-
pointment of the Committee, ¢ tho average
contributions of the Church have risen from
58.49 per family to S11.81 per family, or
39 per cent.; while the average salary has
risen from $480 to 8720, or 50 per cent.
In comparing the statistical tables of 1869
with those of 1874, we find that in Halifax
city whera all our congregations have
adopted the system, contributions have
risen from $27.11 to $56.35 per family, or
more than 100 per cent.

Turning to the abstract of the tables for
the respective years, we find that in the
Presbyteries of Halifax, Lunenburg, Pic-
tou and Truro—the four that have most
generally adopted the system—there has
been an advance from $10.26 to $15.41 per
family, or 50 per cent.

If in those four Presbyteries-we take the
whole number of congregations marcked on
the Tables as carrying out the practice of
“ bringing,” and compare their contribu-
tions with those of the congregations still
adhering to the old system we find 82015
by weekly offerings against S11.14 per-
family by voluntary subscriptions.

MORE FACTS.

But your Committee would put the mat-
ter in another form. Since 1868 the con-
tributions of the Church for Foreign Mis-
sions have doubled, there has been an ad-
vance of 25 per cent. for Home Missions,
more than 100 per cent. for the Synod
Fund, while our Supplementing Fund
which was instituted the year before, has
grown to its present goodly dimensions. It
is worthy of note too, that while some
churches are complaining sadly of a de-
creaso in their income during the past year,
our Treasurer in the face of the remarkable
stringency which has existed in financial
civeles has reported an increase of upwards
of $3700.

Again, the Synod will observe that only
four of the congregations which report
themselves as dependent upon the Weekly
Offerings are in arrears to their pastors
{and the whole amount due is very small),
while no fewer than seven of them have in-

creased the salaries of their ministers.

Seventy-five per cent of the congregations
which gractice Weckly Offerings have con-
to all the Schemes of the Church,

Owing to the change which the Synod

g vhat have been the results upon
geficence of the Church ¢ Premising

adopted last year by which the Committee -
were made dependent upon Presbyteries for



188

The FHome any Forefgn Wecord,

July

information 1especting tho progress of the
movement, they have not heen able to ob-
tain such tull and detailed accounts of the
state of matters in particulur congregations
as formerly. Your Committee however
have no reason to think that there has been
any decrease of interest in the subject on
the part of those congregations which have
adopted your recommendations, but though
they are not able to present the Synod with
those cheering statements furnished by
Sessions which added so much to the in-
terest of former reports, the Synod will be
(ératiﬁed to learn that quite o number of
resbyteries have loyally and heartily at
tended to the recommendation of last year
issued in the following terms:

“That the Syuod recommend the Pres-
byteries without delay to bring the subject
before all their congregations by circulars
or deputations, and®o urge the adoption of
the system as soon a3 practicable, and that
the Clerks of Presbyteries be requested to
obtain information respecting the progress
of the movement, and to transmit the same
to the Committee at least one month be-
fore the next meeting of Synod.” 1}

VISITATION AND WORK OF PRESBYTERIESR,

It iswith extreme pleasure that your
Committee have to report that the Preshy-
teries of Halifux, Truro, fictou and Prince
Edward Island have visited all their con-
z;regations by deputation with good results.
The deputations were well received, the ob-
Ject of the Synod explained, objectinns
considered, and in some instances removed,
and an agitation commenced or carried on
which will hkely soon issue in a still fur-
ther increase in the number of the congre-
gations adopting the proposed methed.
‘The Clerk of Prince Edward Island Pres-
bytery reports eight of their congregations
operating under the system and says, “In
all these congre, ations the scheme is work-
ing well, and 1s a decided improvement
upon the old pew rent and voluntary sub-
scription system. In some of these con-
gregations more than three times the
amount is raised by the new plan than was
by the old, and thar too without difficulty.”
From Truro Presbytery the statement
comes, “ The degree of liberality in this
Presbytery has for the past few years been
steadily increasing. While the rate of ad-
vance over the whole Church has been 5
per cent. in this Presbytery it was over 18
per cent. per family. With the exception
of the Supplementing Fund all the Schemes
of the Church have received larger contri-
butions during the year. All the congre-
gations have been visited by special com-
mission of Preshytery, with a view to ex-
cite and encourage the people to abound in
the grace of liberality.”
The Presbytery of Lunenburg and

Yarmouth rerort that they have made this
one of the themes of addresses at all the
meetings of Presbytery for visitation, thy
they huave instructed the brethren (o o,
pound the subject at missionary micetings,
and as they might decm advisable at b,
ordinary Sabbath services. They st
further, that in the principle scctions of a)f
their congregations except two, the plap of
Weekly Offering is in operation for th
purpose of securing congregational funds,
that in all cases the results are very g
fying, that the amount collected is steadily
advancing, and that in several instanees
the minister« sulary has consequently been
increased.” 1

The Preshytery of St. John report thy B
they have resolved to make arrangemeny
for visiting their congregations at they
first meeting after the Union.

Your Comunittee aré deeply impreswd
with the importance of Presbyteries efonfl
in reference to this matter.  Its success o
failure depends largely upon the action o
inaction of Presbytiries Were all o
Presbyteries heartily to take hold of )
movement, did they at their Presbytei
conferences occasionally discuss the ab
jeet, and &% their visitations press it upg
the people, 8 most valvable impulse woil
at once ve given to¢ it throughout i
length and breadth of the Church. Itised
animating consideration that the subjecta
Weekly Offering is commanding a wil4
attention now than cver before, that por
ful pens and eloquent tongues are adr
ting its speedy and universal adoption,s
that the tendency in almost all the churc
is decidedly in this direction.

EXCELLENCE OF THE RULE.

It is refreshing to find the Secretary
the Presbyterian Board of Publication §i
a recent work on the Science of Chrisig
Economy, entitled ** God’s Rule for Chig
tian Giving,” after quoting the pre
“Upon the first day of the week,” &, Gl
firming ¢ The most consummate fioscs*
in modern ages can add nothing to, 8
take nothing from this brief rule. It ok
tains every important principle necesssry g8
the accomplishment of the grear en |
view. Allthat is needed is simply
dicnce to it in order to fill the Treasurizgg
the Christian Church, to secure for (S
Church thet favour of God’s which (ol
from conformity to His will, and tosyg
the means needed to send the Gospd
every creature. Xt is a rule which s
be inseribed upon the walls of every b
of worship, which should be written i1 §§
memory and heart of every professord¥eg
lig.on, and which should bo taught toeg
child that has been consecrated to Grigl
Christian Baptism.” . B

1t is cheering to find the topic undzjih
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sion in so many different parts of
histendom, and to hear the voice of the
ipest Presbyterian Church in the world
g utterance to its convictions in its
sembly held only two weeks ago in these
ided terms, “That for calling forth
B umatically the benevolence of our be-
ted people we consider that the plan ot
feekly Olfering in the eanctuary as an act
vorship, is God’s appointed law, and
 true and Scriptural wethod which we
omrend  for adoption by all our
RBurches.”

@1nvicw then of the fact that the action of
s Synod upon the subject of Systcmatic
peficence is sanctioned by the oracles of
tiing God, that it is in line with the
re pursued bv sister churches who are
aestly striving to do the Master’s work ;
tithag been so greatly blessed to the
ionsc of our prosperity in the past, and
itis so full of promise for the future.
ar Committeo would respectfully urge
a8 :mployineut ot every legitimate meaus,
in Church Courts and in conprega-
b; t0 hasten the time when obedience to
spostolic preceps shall beeome ubi-

he Report was approved and orderced
pinted in the REcorp.

Sabbath Observance.

gr. R. Laird submitted the Report on
th Observance. Mr. McKay, Elder,
SRkrs Hill, rave an account of his cfforts
went Sabbath desecration by a Cireus,
prertare on the same subject from the
Ritery of Truro was read. The Pres-
& complain of unnecessary labour on
meent works on the Lord’s day, and
i tong reasons against the running of
<y 1rains, &. Open and author-

; Trains con-
sigepers, telegraph posts, &c., on the

B D:5. Circus companies have also
paveyed from time to time on the
. My, Layton also explained the

B 115 of the Government; aud all
gk responsible to God. It ishoped
R influence of the whole Church will
R 10 stop outrages of the Lord’s law.

- Creetman and Rov. James Me-

McKay also spoke on the subject. Dr.
Burns moved an appropriate resolution on
the subject, referring all to the action of
the United Church.

STATE OF RELIGIJDN,

Rev. James Maclean submitted the Re-
port on this subject which wus adopted. It
was as follows :—

Your Committee beg leave to report that
in accordance with directions of Synod
they have issaed queries, which they sent
to each Kirk Session, with the request that
they be answered through the Clerk of the
Presbytery. From the answers we hope to
obtain some idea of the state of religion in
cach congregation, and likewise the judg-
ment of the Presbyteries on the state of re-
ligion in all the congregations within their
bounds.

We have received apswers from all the
Clerks of Preshyteries excepting those of
Cape Breton, Pictou, Tatamagouche and
Prince Edward Island. Only from the
Presbytery of Truro did we receive a Pres-
byterial report.

HINDRANCES TO RELIGION.

The usual hindrances to religion aro still®
met with in nearly all our congregations..
These hindrances may be included inm
these,—* The world, the devil and the-
flesh.” These develop into different forms,.
and assume different appearances in different
places to injure the cause of God and ruin
souls.

In all ages the love of the world con-
trolled the affections and life of many in the
world. The accumulation of riclres have
been their chief desire. Usually men who
sre diligent in business arc the best Chris-
tians, and the most sactive workera for
Jesus,  But many make their business the
great end of life. They are willing in
many instances to wait upon God in His
ordinances. They respect the religion of
Jesus and are willing to ¢ ntribute 1o its
support, yet they hesitate to come to a de-
cision, and to give their hearts just now to
Christ.” They are anxious to serve mam-
mon for some time to como, and when they
are satisfied with his service they intend to
return t0 God and to securc salvation.
They would like to have God befriend as
Jacob had, bugthey would not wish to
wrestle 8 whole night with the ungel as he
did. They woald wish to secure the bless-
ing which Israel possessed, but they wolnd
not wish to pavt with their worldly stuff
for even one night as the patriarch did.
a’l‘dhc love of the world is comity with

od.

Ir some localities the love of sinful plea-
sure greutly interfere with the work of the
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pastor, and with the prosperity of Christ’s
cause. ‘The danee-house and dancing par-
ties during the antumn and winter, and the
American Circus in summer present an
alluring charm to some young people which
destroys seriousness and the fear of God.

INTEMPERANCE

still has its victims, and is destroying its
thousands. Professing Christians, and
others of whose uscful lives great hopes
were entertained by their religious friends
arc in che enchanted ground, and saccumb-
ing to the seductive influcnee, and only the
Almighty Spirit of God can save them
from the drunkard’s destruction, and from
exerting his evil influence on socicty.

Sonic pastors have to lament the preva-
lence of Sabbath deseeration.  The people
do not openly engage in their worldly a.
vocations on the Lord’s day, but they de-
vote it to pleasure and to worldly conversa-
tion. To drive away drowsiness they visit
their neighbours’ houses and spend the day
in idleness and foolish gossip.  This evil is
more frequently practised it rural districts,
were there is no scttled pastor, or where the
pastor is settled, but because of the seat-
tered condition of his congregation the
services of the sunctuary are only occasion-
ally enjoyed,

gome of our ministers have to scatter
their labours over such an extensive ficld
that they caunot concentrate their energics
in any one locatity. They travel over an
area of twenty, thirty, and even fifty miles.
They laboar earnestly, prayerfully, con-
stantly, but because of the scattering of
their labour they do not see the fruit of
their toil as they would wish. They have
a diversity, of hardships to contend with,
and they are required to oxeicise much
self-denial; but God will bless their labour
of love, and they shall obtain a glorious
rest by and bye. Ina few years two or
three ministers will be settled within the
bounds of some of these extensive congre-
gations, and reap the fruit of what our
good brethren now sow; and in the
heavenly garner the “sower and reaper
shall r¢joice together.”

YACANT CONGREGATIONS.

In not atew of our congregations there
is no settled pastor. Often they may have
services from a preacher who may come
among them on Saturday night, and who
willleave them Monday morning ; but they
have no minister whom they call their own,
who will visit themt in their homes, and
speak to them of their spiritual interests,
and to whom they can go for encourage-
ment in the hour of spiritual darkness.
There are some devoted Christinns in these
vacant congregations that have not defiled
their garments, and who retain their Chris-

tiann warmth; but many for the want of
ministerial oversight become as lukewam
as the Laodiceans.

In some congregations roligion has be
marred by political partizanship. Membery
of the Church, when an clection contey
takes pluce will seemingly trample religion |
under their feet, and encournyc deception,
falschood, drunkenness, bribery, and jjl.
will, that t‘ngy may sccure their own poli.
tical ends. They scem to think that Jesy;
should censo to reign when their party wisy
to rotain or regain power.

‘The cause of Christ is hindered by pr
fessing Christians who have no right con
ception of their obligation to net the Chris
tinn life, or to let their Christian light shige
before men. Young people and “nnxion
sinners are apt to imagine, that there e
be no living reality where there is so mue
religious apathy. In their religious anxis
ties they find little or no sympathy fruy
professors of veligion, and they aro
couraged.

True religion has been hindered in som
of our congregations by the cvil eftecs

SPURIOUS REVIVALS

by shich people’s feelings were aronwd
without receiving saving knowledge. ThEH
religion of such is spasmodic and notq
regular growth. Xt is like Jonah’s goungl
I rises to apparent perfection in a n
and perishes in a day.
Some pastors have to lament that the
are families to whom they minister in whi
religious family instruction is sadly p
lected. Family worship is almost u
known, The Catechism i3 not taught. T
Word of God is not read. There isa
sacrcdress about the Sabbath.  From sl
houses seldom a warm-hearted Chrisig
comes, and their influence is usually agindlli.
Christ, )
ENCOURAGEMENT.

Theugh we find among us much (%
which saddens the hearts of God's peo; "
and should humble us in the sight of (¥
and make us plead earnestly for the o
pouring of God’s Spirit to convince S
ners, and to stimulate saints ; yet then
much to cheer and gladden our hearts,
to draw out gratitude to Almighty Godf
His wonderful work in quickening (388
sinners, and reviving sleeping Chusifg

Last year v e were pleased to have ty .
port that the Lord had graciously visg
the congregations of the Presbytery®
Princo Edward Island. This year
devout gratitude to God, we have te w38
that the heavenly showers descendt 88
piously on the Presbyteries of
‘Truro, Tatamagouche and Halifax.

Because many of our Kirk Session
not answer our questions, or becau
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Clerks of Presbyteries did not transmit
d (hem, wo cannot estimate the number of

ple wifo during the past year have
voluntarily become members of the Church
by profession of their faith in Chdist, yer
B we bolicvo that the accession to the mem-
tership of the Church in this way during
the past year has excceded that of any
gresious year.  Many of those who have
Bibos professed Christ are the baptized
south who have been religiously trained in
iteir homes, in the Sabbath school, and
ible Class, and have resolved to conse-
e their lives to the service of the Re-
emec, W Delieve that not a few of
s%m have been baptized and taught of the
Lly Ghost. Irom such voluutary con-
peralion. may wo not expeet as well as
bray tat our Church will become “ fair as
he moon, clear as the sup, and terrible as
parmy with banners.”

THE SABBATH 8CHOOLS

every year becoming more efficient. In
pme places it is difficult to obtain com-
oot teachers.  But in most of our con.
erations the Sabbath schools are in a
;v satisfactory state. Both teachers and
pils ave interested in their work. The
jophiint s still general that parents do
B encourage by their presence the teachers
theit labour of love.

@n some seattered congregations it is
wlt to conduet Bible Classes with
Rolarity.  But on the whole these useful
s are well attended and every year
@ ning more interesting.

PRAYER MEETINGS.

Mo come places where & few years ago
is W raver meeting could not be held with-
B the Lnrescnco of the minister, now, even

s absence “ thoy that fear God ” meet
1spenk often one to another.” They
large and interesting meelings for
et aud conference, and the spirit of en-
§) and earnestness evinced is altogether
Bl Many earnest enquirers come to
Wk ostors and elders and other ex-
W8red Christians, saying “ Men and
Bren what shall we do.”
faresult of this gracious movement,
“WBuple of God exercise more brotherly

Ml nd contribute more liberally for the
g of religious ordinances. Partaking
K benevolence and selfsacrifice of
ey consecrate themselves and their
ito His cause. Warmed by the love
st and yearning for the salvation of
they have come together, and are
gin Ciristian unity and forbearauce.
wid seeing the difference between
wnit and the past sny “ Behold
witistians how they love ane another.”
oplo are thus rising higher in the

selves and others in the cradle of indiffer-
ence to spivitual sleep they have awakened,
as if conscious that the day for workiug in
God's vineyard has come, and they are
asking * Lord what wile thou have mo to
do.”” "In some places the change is so ap-
pavent in the conversation end manner of
the people that the sceptic beholds it with
weader, the profane are afraid to utter
their blasphemy, drunkenness is greatly
lessened, and families that were never
known tocall on God’s name are now daily
bowing in unison around the family altar,
and asking their Heavenly Father ¢ for
mercy to suve them and for grace to help
them in time of need.”

In most of those places thus visited by
the Spirit of God the young men have
organized prayer meetings of their own,
where may be heard the voice of praise and
prayer not only of young men, but of lads
who have felt the stirings of the Holy
Ghost, and are anxious to commence the
work of the Redeemer early in life.

Last vear we saw little ci’(')uds rising out
of the sealike a man’s hand. In answer
to the believing prayer of God’s people
these clonds have increased in wumber and
magnitude, and extended in our ecclesins-
tical horizon. Let us contivue our suppli-
cations with strong crying and tears, till
our whole sky be overcast, and God in His
mercy open the windows of Heaven and
shower down the gracious influences of His
Spirie till there be not room enough to re-
ceive it.

Fathers and Brethren, let us watch and
pray, and work, while there is a temptation
to resist, a throne of grace before whir®: we
can bow, and a part of God’s field which
needs cultivation. Thus we shall encourage
our beloved Jesus to come ¢ down into this
garden, to the beds of spiees, to feed in the
gardens and to gather lilies.”

The Committee have no recommendation

to suggest except those suggested and

agreed to last year.

All which is respeetfully submitted,
JayES MacLEAN, Convener.

An appropriate resolution was adopted,
and very impressive accounts were given of
ravivals in various sections of the Church,

Dalhousic College.
Cansiderable time was devoted to discus-
sing the relations of the Church to Dal-
housie College, and the desive was strong-
1y expressed that the Government of Nova
Seotin would assume the respousibility
which properly belongs.to it of supporting
a thoroughly cquipped College.

Syduoy.
A Petition_for the erection of a congre-
gntion in Sydaey, C. B., was after discus-

w lik. Instead of rocking them-

sion, granted



1922

The Waree any Fovefgn WRecord,

Jul

The Iunter Church Building Fund.

Tho Commitiee to which this subjct
was refer-ed, roported certain regulations
which wcre approved by Synod. The
Trustees o the Fund are to be Rev. P. G.
McGregor, C, Lobson, W. J. Stairs, Rev.
G. M. Grant, and J. Bremner.

Supplements,

Rev. T. Sedgewick submitted the report
of the Committee on supplements. ‘The
cordial thanks of the Synod were tendered
to the Committce, and tie Report adopted.

ACADEA MISSION.
The Report, submitted by Rev. W.
Stuart, was as follows :

Your Committee beg leave to report that
during the year now ended, their task of
providing a Church for the use of the
mission at Grand Falls has, by the favor of
God and the liberality of His people, been
happily accomplished.  Seven months were
devoted by Mr. Paradis to the labor of
collection, and this year, aslast, his appeals
were everywhere most successful, and called
forth the heartiest response. The opening
and dedication of the new building took
place on Sabbath, the 7th of March, the
Committee  having deputed Rev. Dr.
Waters and the Convener to conduct the
services. The deep interest shewn by ali
denominations in the event hasalready been
set before the Church, and the subjoined
accounts of our missionaries prove that the
excitement among the Roman Catholics
still continues intense. A further impulse
was given on occasion of the ordination of
Mr. Paradis, by the Presbytery of Saint
dJohn, in May. ‘The result of the serviceson
the occasion were described by Mr. Rivard
in the following terms :—

ORDINATION.

“The ordingtion of our friecnd Mr.
Paradis, and the presence of the ministers
of St. John, have produced an impression
upon_the R. C. population, far more pro-
found than one would have thought at first
sight. The people seem in no wise dis-
posed to forget what was said and done or
that oceasion, so memornble even for the
friends of the Gospel. Mr. Bennet’s dis-
course on “Peter’s keys,” brought out
into broadest relief the usurped power of
the Roman Church. A good number of
French and Irish Roman Catholies were
present on this occasion. Several of the
Irish being unable to sustain the fire of ar-
gument left the Church and raised a dis-
turbance at the door. It is thus that “the
truth shocks,” and is a savor of death unto
those that perish.™

Since Febraary the ficld has been active-

ly wrought, in the first instance by )
Paradis alone, and afterwards, on the an
val of Mr. Rivard in May, by Lotk
missionaries acting in conjunctiou. Itw,
felt by the Committee that if solid advap
wag to be made, it was necessary to congy
trate effort on the one point; anditis
hoped that speedy and successfal rey)
will at once justify them in this decis
aund reward the zeal of our young brothe

MR. PARADIS’ REPORT,

Mr. Paradis’ Report sufficiently setsfon]
the existing situation :—
“On my arrival, in December, T fo
that most interesting religious meetir]
had been held daily for three weeks. ‘Tl
being attended with unabated intexd]
were continued four weeks longer. 1 off
sidered it a duty as well as a privilege §
attend them and lend a2 helping hanig
those who had worked so faithfully. g
good has resulted from these megiiog
But X will refer only to my French v
“ At fist but little opposition was eneeg
tered. My visits were gladly received; )
readings and explanations of portivs
the Word of God scemed to be highly 4
preciated by many. The old faith of og
began to be shaken, and after repeated g8
quiries and hard struggles, they totally
nounced that which had been so dew
them. After the church was dudiceil
from 10 to 15 persons attended the Fry
services for a few consecutive Sabbaths
seemed to be quite interested But
aroused the priest and his satellites, §
immediately strong and vigorous oppsg
began to be felt. From Sabbathto
bath the people were strictly forbidis
go to my church. ing fog
sufficient threatenings are now hijf
against those who will even listen torJi
ings of Scripture. :
«J must acknowledge that those thrs
ings, together with the denunciatioss IS
ed by the bishop and priests who L
visited this locality, rendered the nokges
ceedingly difficult. Kindness has gl
into indifference, warm hearts have kil
cold, and some have goune so firas
fuse us an entrance into their M
Persceution is raging against the 8
declare themselves in favor of Gosl
Example: A man ill-treated hiswif
in piccesa copy of the New Testamtn g
scolding her, he said : * You neithas
nor smoke now, why did rou netdjs
for the priest as well as for P
Ans.: “Because the priest did not
me the evil of such practices” 48
after he went to sec the priest vt
to have told him to take away all 1 3
tical books from his wife, and * shals
not wam to come back to her formg
to put her awuy.” A good advicig
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maa who called himself “ Holy !’ How~
ever, she remained firm.
«Since my last arrival, tive adalts have
Bespressed & determination 20 follow the
eachings of the Bible; and I have every
Rresson to believe that three of them have
Wspericnced a real change of heart, as well
isa change of outward relations.
«Considering the work from a human
Roint of view, there are many dis
Bocragenients to be met with. As to the
Binsic difficulty of the work, I need not
Birell upon it; aud there are other draw-
Backs also; the two greatest are: the re-
roval of converts to other places, and the
fop ignorance which exists. When I
me back I found that three families had
B, besides three or four individuals.
3 " But now that the Churchis opened, and
Bt o missionary is likely to reside here
encutly, wehopethatit mayno ! ger
e the case.
B With regard to thelatter,the only remedy
O the estabilislonent of schools.  With a few
&entions I have made daily visits among
B: [cllow-countrymen, and worked hard to
<2 converts from going back.
§French services have been held every
B thath cvening since the Church has been
bicated ; but lately, only & few have at-
M, owing, to some extent, to the bad
lis and busy scason, but especially to
k opposition alone referred to.
My most earnest request is that the
rers of christians may ascend to the
e of grace for & special outpouring of
R tolr Spirit upon the efforts which are
B lorth in connection with this mission.”

MR. RIVAED'S WORK.

Ar. Rivard’s is in the same strain, By
B:1ant visitation and discussion, together
3 the s*oady adroinistration of the word
M ordinunces, he testifies that way is
B: made however slowly, against the
Bodices of the people; and the hostility
Beir spiritual advisers, so far from being
rdrance is in some respects rather a
g tothe cause !
BRiorsome weeks the priest feeling the
tss of the Roman religion with the
: let no Sabbath pass without de-
Bing us and our work. By this means
B attained his end with some. But
ke preates aumber it serves simply as
Enrtiseent, it helps us in our work,
atributes the sooaer to crumnble down
@ m-eaten edifice of Rome.  We are,
W@vee, the * forbidden fruit,” and the
B ::rlecarc curious and eager to seeand

PROSTECT.

g ¢ whole we may augar favorably
: Ium_rc.of the mission. We have
R0 missionaries laboring in the one

field, a sufficient building has been erected
for the stated worship of God, the ordi-
nances arc dispensed, and the preaching of
the Gospel in Koth languages is being car-
ried out regularly every Lord’s Day. Be-
sides this, house-to-house visitation and
frequent gatherings of the people where
practicable, are being vigorously pushed.
Thus after many delays we may look upon
the work of French evangelization as fairly
inangurated at Inst.  Doubtless, at present,
it is but the day of small things; the ex-
periment being made is, in many respects,
a novel or at least a little tried one; and
to he thoroughly successful needs more ap-
pliances still, in the way of school-houses
planted all through the surrounding dis-
tri.cts, tocether with such an increase in our
mission staff as will enable us to avail our-
selves of similar openings elsewhere. Ex-
perience has shown that little or no results,
of a perinanent character, is to he expected
from mere casual colporiage work, and itis
the opinion of the Commitiee, as embodied
in a resolution appended to this report, that
wherever fresh openings are to be entered
on, it must be in like serious and sustained
fashion, as in the case of Grand Falls.

FUNDS.

A glance at the state of the funds now
hecomes necessary, (vide Financial Exhibit).
The cost of maintaining our two mission-
arics at Grand Falls cannot fall short of
S1304 per annum, and that of the mission-
ary employed by the Picton Local F. M. is
ahout 8600 per annum, being an cxcess of
S$700, at least, over the Acadia Mission
collections for the year. The Home Mis-
sion and the G. F. C. Erection Funds have
had to be heavily drawn upon in conse-
quence, and two of the missionaries to be
dispensed with during winter. The facts
speak for themselves. If the Chuxch is
really in earnest in this great work to
which her Divine Head is manifestly eall-
ing her, she will not let it languish for Jack
of material support, hut by her liberality as
well as her prayers, will draw down that
blessing without which the work of the
buiider and of the watchman will be all in
vain.

RECOM3ENDATION.

The Committee recommended :

1. That Synod continue to prosecute the
work at Grand &alls with vigor, and so
soon a8 circumstances will permit, that it
shall begin and carry on similar efforis in
aother localities such as ‘Tignish and North
Rustico, P. E. I, Tracadie, N. S., aod
Buctouche, N. B.

2, That all the French work shovld be
carried on in the Unitwed Church under one
Central Commities supervising the work
through Local Committees in the respective
Synods.
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8. That Mr. Paradis’ salary be at the
rate of $700 per annum, and that all money
paid to Mr. Paradis by any of the people at
Grand Falls should be pliced to the crediz
of the Committee.

4. That Mr. Rivard Ue paid at the same
rate as that same class of workers in the
Canada Presbyterian Chureh.

All which is vespectfully submitted.

W. Stuarr, Convener.

On motion of Judge Stevens the report
was adopted and the diligence of the Com-
mittee commended. Rev. Thos. Cum-
ming gave a brief account of the work of
Mr. Pelletier at Pictou—very satistactory,
He has 70 families under his care, and his
audiences are large.

Temperince,

The Report on Temperance was s‘ubmn’
ted by Rev. John Macleod. It was re-
ceived and its recommendations adopted.

PUBLIC EBUCATION,

Rev. C. B. Pitblado submitted the fol”
jowing Report which was unanimously
adopted :

Your Committee, in presenting their re-
yort, cannot refrain from giving expression
to their feelings in view of the significant
occasion on which we are now convened
for the last time as the Synod of the Pres-
byterian Church of the Lower Provinces.
We are met here in Montreal, the commer-
cial capital of the Province of Quebec, the
place in the Dominion to which the ene-
mics of our free unscetarian educational in-
stitutions point us as the perfect model, ac-
cord’ng to which they would fashion the
educational systems of the Lower Provinces.
We are on the eve of forming a union with
three other churches, two of which we may
supposc are more influential than our own,
and within whose territories the separate
school system has lonz been in existence.
We have no doubt reach a turning point in
our ecclesiastical history, and perhaps also
a new cra inour cducativnal policy as a
charch. As a church wo have had the
honour of setting a good example to all the
bodies with which we now ally ourselves,
on the subjeet of Preshyterian union, we
may not be presuming too much in hoping
that our example and influence may be felt
upon the united body in reference to the
important subject of public education.
May we not reasonably enterin the hope
that by the united cforts of the Presbyte-
rians and other Protestant bodies of this
Dominion in resisting the ageressions of
Roman Catholic ceclesiastics the system of
free unscetarian schools may not only be

! maintained as a right to the Lower Pry

vinces, but it may also become the heritagy
of the whole Dominion ?
IMPORTANCE OF S8UBJECT.
The cducational question is the grg
problem of this Dominion. On the legs
Iative and executive treatment of this g
jeet by our public men, the tuture destiy
of our country will largely depend.  Indy
education in some form or other has heeon,
the battle ground on which Roman Cy
licism is now fighting tor the supremaeri;
almost every country throughont Christen
dow, and the success of Romanism woulj
no doubt, be the overthrow of christi
civilization. The spirit of ultramontanis
is in direct antagonism to the rights of p:
vate judgment, the freedom of conscien
the liberty of the press, true representat
government, and in fact all the social
religious principles which secure tho pr
gress of society. Romanism wonld, if
could, turn back the wheels of progressas
bury society in the grave of mediaeval dor
ness and stagnation. In resisting the
rogant demands of this system we stru3]
not merely for civil rights, but for relizi
life and freedom.
OUR POSITION AS A CHURCIL

We may hero be allowed to state
reasons why, as a church, we fecl constr
ed to speak out in unmistakable terms
the subject of unsectarian education at
present time.

1. Ourrightsare invaded by the dems
of the Roman Catholics as a retigiousts
In this Dominion all denominatioss
christians ought to stand on a perfutly
equality. But when enactments ar n3g
which secure special privileges to Rioghf
Catholics as such, that moment cur g8
gious cquality ceases to exist.  Thele
Catholics are attempting so to us U
political influence that they may ohisia i
precedence of us and ail other dero
tions in cducational matters. Againt i
attemipt we, as a church, on the o
maintaining perfect religious cjuatity,
sirc most emphatically to protest. S

2. Public funds that arc applict ot S
tarian purposes are misappropriated
church it is our duty to protesta;
appropriation of public moncy taker
us and other citizens for the propaci
what we believe to be soul-destre!
nin treasonable sentiments ameng !

c.

P 3. Granting scparate Roman G
schools is virtually endowing and e
ing the Romish Church in the &
We would protest against the estabiid
of any church by the governmen U8
conntry, wuch more must we NN
against the establishment of the Cis
Rome. :
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On these aud other grounds which we
R might state, we set owrselves in opposition
w the determined atiempts of ecclesiastical
nlers to break down our free unsectarian
shool system, and substitute for it the
sapa;mc school system of cither Ontario or
B {Juence.

WRONGS PERPETRATED.

Wo think that there is just cause for
wmplaint against the Roman Catholic
Vothoritics for the mode in which they
Ry on their warfare against the educa-
Bl ional institations of the Lower Provinces.
M They wonld destroy the constitution of the
Rountry in order to bury free unsectarian
W hools beneath itsyuins.  They would use
@1 power of Ontario and Qucbec to de-
e us of the rights sacredly guaranteed
g0 us by the compact of confederation.
nd we fecl that the conduct of those Pro-
atants who for mere personal or party
arposes aid and abet them in their uncon-
J§iational attacks is in a very special man-
R repreliensible.
R The Costigan resolution has been again
e the House of Commons, and we
7 witnessed the humiliating spectacie of
islators who after spending many thou-
15 of dollars to settle the constitutional
estion which secures the rights of every
Qirince over its own educational matters
Edwhich they fully endorse, nevertheless
strange Incomsistency voting for a re-
fluion vhich prayed for imperial inter-
e with sacred provincial rights.  And.
Bare now told by the highest ecclesiasti-
R suthorities of the country that this pro-
s of worrying the House of Commons is
P2 continued by the political servants of
l: Church of Rome till the constitution
dibe so amended that the free unsecta-
81 :chool system of the Lower Provinces
! be broken down.
iy @t new Province of Saskatchewan,

2 the burden. of separate schools. The
5, S who voted for this measure in order to
0t future trouble wmay find that they
i tound the infant Province with ropes
gnw which when it reaches manhood it
break with indignation aroused by the
Blice which it has suffered.
¢ cnnot behold these encroachments
prour constitutional rights withont en-
3 an emphatic protest against the
y wlgch permits such wrongs to be
ated.

THE FIELD.

Ethe Provinees of New Brunswick and
t Edward Island the struggle has
W watinued duving the past year with
3 braurable results to the eause of free
glrian education, and we cannot but

congratulate the people of thesoe two Pro-
vinces on their possessing public men and
secular newspapers that most ably defend
and maintain the cause of constitutional
rights and freo education against the as-
saults of the cnemics of social progress and
of civil and religious liberty.

In Nova Scotia the subject has been dis-
cussed with gratifving results, The seeret
sapping process of the enemy has been to a
considerable extent exposed and counter-
acted. Your Provincial Committee kuow-
ing the activity of focs, and the unreliabi-
lity of those in power, endeavoured through
the press, and by a republication of the
Synod’s resolutions, with explanation and
appeal to arouse the free school sentiment
of the Province, and with, they trust, such
f measure of success as would warrant the
farther encrgetic prosccution of the same
course. Romish ecclesiastical influence is
still felt acting very prejudicially upon the
educational machinery of the Province.
All political partics secm to vic with each
other *in_their readiness to bid for the
Roman Catholic vote, and dre apparently
prepared to sacrifice the interests of educa-
tion on the altar of party. The discussion
which has taken place during the past year
has no doubt been instrumental in doing
guod. Several abuses referred to in ounr
last report have been for the present cor-
rected, but the political character of our
Council of Public Instruction and the inef-
ficiency of executive administiation ave felt
to be great defects in the working of our
system.

THE PRINCIPLE WE MAINTAIN.

Your Committee feel that the only sure
and solid ground on which to stand in this
cducational struggle is on the principle of
frec unsectarian schools. ‘The chureh that
is now asking for a compromise of this
principle will never rest short of complete
supremacy over all our institutions. In
self-defeace we must make a stand againsy
her demands at some point, and it is better
for us to do so on the firm rock of prinei-
ple than on the shifting sands of expedieney.
Unless we make up our minds to have our
institations modeled after the fashion of
(Quebee, or to have our history become the
record of a second Spain, we must be pre-
pared to maintain the legal cquality of all
churches, and defend our unsectarian insti-
tations against the attacks of those who
would strangle the spirit of liberty in order
that they may wield the sceptre of despotic
power. If a church or demomination as
such presume to control the legislation and
goverument of the country for its own ag-
carandizement, if it boldly attempt to move
the secular arm to overthrow our constitu-

tion and deprive us of our religious rights
of equality, if it boldly proclaim the doc-
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trine that the Pope is supreme in this
country, and the civil power must bow to
his authority, surely we would be unfaith-
ful to ourselves as & Protestant Church re-
presenting the principles of the reformers
whose history we inherit and whose names
we honour, we would be unfait,ful to our
country whose best interests we have at
heart, we would be unfaithful to that Mas-
ter to whose services we have been conse-
crated as witnesses for, and defenders of,
that faith once delivered to the saiats, if we
did not protest against and resent those
arrogant assumptions and fierce attacks by
which our social welfare and religious rights
are being continually assailed. We trust
that the future deliverances of this coart
will not be its past xecord on the subject of
public education.

With these views your Committee would
respectfully urge upon the Synod that the
Committec be re-appointed, or a similar
Committee be selected, and that they he
encouraged to continue their watchful
supervision of this question as heretofore,

DMost respectfully submitted.

C. B. PrrsrADO,
Convener of Comumittee.

Zion €hurch,

The case of Zion Church, Charlottetown,
was brought up, whan it appeared that the
congregation i3 ready to assume its own
burdens. The matter was remitted to the
Board of Education.

Insarance.

With respect to Insurance of Charches,
Mr. Partterson reported that if the matter
is not more vigorously taken up it better
be abandoned. There ought to be 100 on
the fund. The whole subject was referred
to the first meeting of the new Synod. The
subject of Presbyterian Federation was re-
ferred to the General Assembly.

SABBATH SCHOOILS.

The following Report, submitted by Rev,
A. Simpson, was adopted :

During the past year your Committee
has attended to the work entrasted to its
care_as well as time and circuinstances
would permit, though not as woll as the
importance of the trust demands.

They have provided Scripture lessons for
the schools of the Church, adapting the
International series for that purpese; and
it is with pleasure that they are able to re-
port that these lessons ave now taught in
all parts of the Church, and in almost all
the Sabbath Schools. They are commend-

ing themselves more- and more every year;
aud it is to be hoped they will be continued
in all schools in which they have been con.
menced, till the series is complete, and thys
the children of the Church will get a syste.
matic and somewhat thorough knowlag;
of the whole Bible. ’

-— copios of the lessons have been sold @
this year.

Brief explanatory notes on the lessons 3
have been t}:n‘nished month by month intte
Record, mainly for the benefit of Teachers |
in the more remote sections of the Church |8
who have oot access to the excellent papers J
and helps that are so abundantly supplicd
to those who live in our towns and cities 8
For Teachers who get regularly such valg.
able papers as the ¢ Sunday School World,"§
the ‘“Sunday School Times,” and “thgl
Working Church,”’—~the notes furnist ¥
by your Commitiee are nos requirs, and
may appear very meagre and imperfu, BN
but it must be remembered that the sps:8
allotted us in the Record is very smal), il
the work of preparing the notes devolveso
very few. )

From the statistical tables we learn thy
Sabbath School work has made fair projit
gress during the past year, perhaps vl
might say goed considering the progress ol
Church work in other directions. In i
number of her families our Church has s§
vanced on last year 33 per cent., in b
membership 33 per cent., while in atterifl
ance on her Sabbath Schools she has s 3
vanced very nearly 6 per cent., shevizg
that during the year she has been gathe
into the Sabbath School from familiest
do not belong to her, or in other wordss
has been doing Home Missionary =
among the young.

The figures at present are, 400 schoo
1783 teachers, and 14,169 pupils, a1
crease of 21 schools, 78 teachers, andy
pupils during the year. .

The recommendation of last year, b
was adopted by Synod, viz.: “thatt
Presbyteries of the Church be enjoined
devote at least one sederant during 1
yeer to the work of Sabbath Schools wihl
their bounds,” has been acted upon in t58
following Presbyteries, via. : St. John, Tl
fax, P. R. Island, Truro, Lunenburg ¢
Yarmouth.

Sabbath School County Associations <
being formed in different parts of the Churdiig
There are already two within our boudg
one in Pictou County, the other in Jlalisg
These of course arc not denominatiocsggg
they include all the schools in a given g
trict that are willing to co-operate. ~Ij
members of your Committee had the
sure of attending and taking part InSEg
proceedings of the Halifax Association iy
winter, and believe that such associsid]
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fors is well calemlated to promoto the inte-
sty of Sabbath School work.

Your Committee believe that so far as the
Ghbath Scheol work of our own Chureh is
wncerned it can be promoted better through
Presbyterial action than in any other way,
sod would therefre recommend the renew-
BKir- of the Synod’s injunction of Iast year,
B sith the addition that the Clerks of Pres-
biteries report to the Convener of the
MR Comm.ittee the results of their conferences.
nespectfully submitted,

ALLAN Simpson,
Convener S, S. Committee.

Fina} Minute.

B The final meeting of the Synod of the
@iover Provinees was held in Knox Church,
i@ Tuesday morning. The opening prayer
s offered by Rev. Robert Sedgewick. A
®.q items of routine business were attended
B, after which the clerk read the Final
Rlinate which is as follows :

“The Synod of the Presbyterian Church
B the Lower Provinces of British North
gncrica, having, after taking the necessary
ustitutional  means for ascertaining the
i of the Church on the subject, resolved
sofounite with the Presbyterian Church of
wiland, the Canada Presbyterian Church
jod the Presbyterian Church of the Mari-
¢ Provinces in conmection with the
Rtuch of Scotland, on the ground of the
Skitles of union agreed upon by the Su-
dogllkeme Courts of the negotiating Churches;
@i having: by the help of God, completed

¥ reliminary arrangements,—Does now,
st recounting with fervent gratitude all
& coodness and mercy vouchsafed to this
gituch in the past—humbly trasting that
k divine sanction will be” given to the
kmn and important step about to be
aeion—and carnestly praying that the Holy
Biitin all His quickening and sanctify-
o influcnces may descend largely on the
el Church—ResoLve, and hereby
g record its resolution, to repeir forthwith
aconstituted Synod, to the Vicronria
L1, the appointed place of meeting, for
B rurpose of constituting the Union with
R tloresaid Churches, and of forming one
el Assembly, to be designate and
g as the General Assembly of the
drterian Church in Canada,—and does

&\ same time declared that the United
e rch shall be considered identical with
J Presbyterian Church of the Lower Pro-
s of British North America, and shall
s the same authority, rights, privile-
pid benefits to which this Church is
M atied.  And further, with the view
B ifsing the act of Union, the Synod

S & e

o
<

name the Preamble and basis of Union,
and also the resolutions adopted in connec-
tion therewith.”

After prayer by Rev. Mr. Baxter this
Minute was adopted unanimously by a
standing vote. After a few fecling remarks
by the Moderator the Roll was called, after
which prayer was offered by Rev. R. S.
Patterson, the Father of the Synod. The
Synod then adjourned to Victoria Hail and
marched two and two to this place,

e

THE UNION: GENERAL ASSEMBLY
FOKMED.

Tuesday, June 15, was the day on which
the Union of the negotiating Churches was
completed, and Victoria Hall was the place.
Each of the courts having completed its
own special work, they formed processions
in their different places of meeting, and
walked two by two, headed by Moderators
and Clerks,—to the place appointed. The
day was bright, and glorious with sum-
mer’s fullest beauty. Ali nature seemed (o
smile upon the happy oceasion.

Shortly after 11 o’clock the vast area of
Victoria Hall was filled with ministers,
clders and spectators. The number present
is variously estimated from five to seven
thousand. On the platform were five
tables. Behind these, in the centre, was a
large chair for the Moderator of the United
Assembly, when he should be chosen, but
in the meantime it was unoccupied. To
the left was seated Rev. P. G. McGregor,
Moderator of the Presbyterian Chure* of
the Lower Provinces, sonior Moderator, and
Rev. A. Falconer, Clerkof Synod. Onthe
right, Rev. William Snodgrass, D.D.,
Principal of Queen’s University, Kicgston,
Moderator of the Presbyterian Church of
Canada in connection with the Church of
Scotland, and Rev. J. H. McKerras, M. A.,
Professor of Classical Literature in Queen’s
University, Cierk of Synod ; on theextreme
left Rev. G. M. Grant, M.A., Moderator of
the Church of the Maritime Provinces in
connection with the Church of Scotland,
and the Rev. William McMillan, Clerk of
Synod; and on the extreme right, Rev.
Wm. Caven, Knox College, Toronto, Mo-
derator of the Canads, Presbyterian Church,

Stwpower its Bloderator to sign n ats

and Revs, Wm. Reid, M.A., aud A. W.
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Fraser, joins Clerks of the Assembly. Be-
hind shese were seated several ex-Modera
tors and distinguished clergymen of all the
churches, prominentamong whom was Rev.
A. Henderson, of the Canada Presbyterian
Church, the oldest Presbyterian minister in
Canada, being ninety-three years of age,
and having excrcised the ministry for sixty-
six years. A great portion of the floor of
the hall was covered with seats, those in the
centre being devoted to members of the
courts and the others to the public.

A gratifying circumstance was the recep-
tion of a congratulatory telegram from the

Irish Presbyterian Assembly during the

diet. A cable despatch was sent at the
close to the Moderator of the General As-
sembly of the Church of Scotland, announc-
ing the consummation of the Unionl It is
pleasant to be able to add that Rev. J. S.
Mullan, one of the dissentients from the
Union in the Church of Scotland Synod,
formally withdrew his dissent during the
meeting, and gave in his name for Union.
Shortly after ecleven o’clock, all the
members being in their seats, Rev. G. BM.
Grant gave out the 100th Psalm, commenc-
ing
' All people that on earth do dwell
Sing to the Lord with cheerful voice,
Him serve with mirth, His praise forth tell,
Come je before him and rejoice.”
The whole audience rose and sang the
psalm with great heartiness.

Rev. Principal Snodgross then read sev-
cral appropriate portions of Scripture, after
which Rev. Principal Caven offered up a
fervent prayer.

Rev. P. G. McGregor, who presided as
scnior Moderator, announced that the
minutes adopted at the last meeting of the
four courts would be read by the clerk of
each Synod.

The minute was accordingly read in suc-
cession by Revs. W. Fraser, Prof. McKer-
ras, A. Falconer, and W. McMillan. .

Rev. W. Reid, of Canada Presbyterian
Church, as the longest ordained of Clerks,
then, on call of the presiding Moderator,
read the preamble, the basis of Union, and
the resolutions connected therewith, which
had been engrossed on parchment,

The Moderators then, at the centre tally
successively signed the basis and re.ol,
tions, in the order in which the sevyy
Churches were mentioned in the preamk;;
that is as follows :—Rev. Principal Spo,
grass, Rev. Priacipal Cavan, Rev. P ¢,
McGregor, Rev. G. M. Grant,  Whilee AR
Moderator was signing the document, 144
adherents of the Church he represonid
stood in token of their concurrencein I
action. Each signature was prefaced
the Moderator saying, “I.. the name anjl
by appointment of General Assembly of(t4
Canada Presbyterian Chureh, (or ast
case might be), I affix my signatare to 13
articles and resolutions now read.” TiHE
signing was in each case greeted with e
thustastic cheering. -

Rev. P. G. McGregor then said:—Ti{8
Moderators of the Presbyterian Church
Canada in connection with the Charch ol
Scotland, of the Canada Presbyri:f
Chuzeh of the Synod of the Lower P
vinces of British North America, and i
the Synod of the Maritime Provines
conneetion with the Church of Scotla@R
having signed the terms of Union in iif
name of their respective churches, I {8
clare that these churches are now uni g
(loud and prolonged cheers, all present g
ing simulianeously), and do form off
Church, to be designated and known g1}
Presbyterian Church in Canada.  (Recofil
ed cheers). The Moderators will now joll
in mutual congratulations, followed by 188
all, and while you hold hand by hani, 3
will join in singing the 153rd Psalm. #

Immediately every member present i
ed hands with his neighboar in true S5
tish fashion, and the whole number ps
barst out with one accord in singing &
psalm referred to.  “How beautiful a (L3
it is.” -

The presiding Moderator then consife

ted the General Assembly with progi fy
The rolls of the different courts formin; gl of
Assembly were called in successior, by gﬂ
Revs. Messrs. Fraser, McKerras, Falofii Gé’;
and McMillan,—and these formed the 9% (y,
of the Assembly. & I

The Rev. P. G. McGregor then sano P

ed that the General Assembiy of thel}
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byterian  Church in Canada, being duly
constituted and having comploted its roll
was in a position to proceed at once to the
election of a Moderator. e asked that a
nomination be made.
" NEW MODERATOR.

Rev. Dr. Taylor of the Erskine Church,
Montvenl, late of the Conada Presbyterian
Church, came forward and said—

Brethren, the honour has been laid upon
me of proposing the name of one of our
namber to be clected to the office of Modo
rator to preside over this great assembly.
1 ber to propose the name of the Rev. Dr.
Cook, of St. Andrew’s Chaurch, Quebec,
and recommend that he be chosen to fill
that honourable and important office. I
feel it is not uecessary for me to do ore
than simply mention his name to secure
bis unanimous election to this office, yet I
may be pardoned if I add oue or two words
in support of the nomination which I have
just made. I might refer both to public
and private considerations in suppout of this
omination. Let me refer especially to the
fact that Dr. Cook has laboured in the ser-
vice of the Church for forty years in the
3 chief city of the Province of Quebec—and
} during the whole of that service has oceu-
pied a distingnished position among the
¥ preachers of the Gospel not only in his own
§ deaomination but among all religions bodies
in this Province, If it is a Scriptural rule
that a deacon discharging his dutics well
f choll purchase for himself a good degree,
much more may we draw the conclusion
that one who for such a long term of years
| hesshown himself to be a workman” who
B need not Be ashamed, may be considered
BB worthy to fill the honourable office to which
M Ipropose to elect him. I may also refer to
I the services which Dr. Cook has rendered
QK io_conncetion with the negotiations for
i tnion. e has laboured zealously, earnest-
§ I, and perseveringly in this good work,
B wd if we had not enjoyed his assistance
B od the weight and influence of his name,
¥ Iquestion very much whethor this union
B would have been so soon and so happily

8 cosummated as it is thisday I do not
P rieralone to the services he has rendered
88 10 the cause of union in this country, but I
B8 rer also to the immense benefit which Dr.
S Uook has rendered in the fatherland, on the
@ Coor o the General Assembly of the Church
o Scotland. I beg to propose that the
B 2. John Cook, of St. Andrew’s Chureh,
B0 (uebee, be the first Moderator of this
Q8 Ueeral  Assembly of the Presbyterian
B Clurch in Canada.

{ Rev. Dr. Bayne, of Picton, late of the
® Msbyterian Church of the Lower Pro-
B vuces, scconded the normination.

The motion was then carried, the whole
Assembly rising to its feet, and applauding
warmly.

After the Doxology had been sung,

Rev. Dr. Cook, attired in his ministerial
gown, took his seat in the Moderator’s
chair, being greeted with loud cheers. He
addressed the Assembly as follows :—

DR. COOK’S ADDRESS.,

Brethren, ministers and elders of the
Presbyterian Church in Canada,—I thank
you very much for the honour youn have
done me in placing me in thischair. Iam
very sensible that I can but inadequately
discharge the duties which itimposes, but 1
s2¢ around me, from the various bodics of
which the United Church is now composed,
many whose sound judgment and concili-
atory temper have justly obtained for them
a large intlucnce among their brethren, and
I count with confidence on their advice and
assistance should any difficulty arise in the
course of our deliberations. In taking this
chair in which your kindness has placed me,
I cannot help Tecalling the circumstances
in which twice before I was ealled to fill &
similar situation. The first occasion was
in 1838, and in this city. The Synod had
been but lately constituted; most of its
members were in the flush and glow of
early manhood, new to the country in which
they had come to live, new fo the position
in the church, ready for any kind of work,
ready, too, for strife and debate, though, to
say the truth, these generally meant as lit-
tle as the strife of boys, who without one
unkind feeling wrestle with one another
only to exercise their powers and ¢ry their
strength. Those werc happy days, too
soon to come o0 au end. In a few years a
season of trouble came, calling for more
serious deliberation and mote strong Jecis-
ion. It happened to the noble old Church
from which we were all descended to pe rent
in two hostile parties, and to many it seem-
ed that sound principle required a similar
division here.  Of these was the then Mode-
rator, Mark G. Stark, a man whom I re-
spected then, and whose memory I revers
still, for his scholarly attainments, his gea-
tle spirit, and his unassuming wisdom ; and
as ho lcft the chair to join the brethren who
seceded, I was called to it to receive their
protest and bid them an affectionate fare-
well.  Of those who took 2 lead on that
memorable oceasion, on either side, moss
have passed away—Bain, Rentoul, Gale,
Iisson, on the one side; McGill, Machar,
Urqubart, Black, Mathicson, on the other
—Iletus hope aud trust, to enter on the bet-
ter life in which they who took different
sides in the strifes and divisions of earth
found themselves united in the higher work
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which is provided for the redeemed and re-
newed in Heaven. It was a season of
darkness and depression then ; of doubtand
uncertainty as to the futare of the Church,
both here and in Scotland. Now; after the
long interval of thirty years, I stand by
your favour once more in the same place,
and rejoice to think that it is a scason of
triumph for which there is just cause that
wo should congratulate one another, and
just ground why we should offor thanksgiv-
ing to God. When I speak of triumph I
hope I shall not be misunderstood as if I
meant, or could possibly mean, triumph
over those of our brethren in any-of the
Churches who looked coldly on the union
or were hostile to it. That is a triumph
vet to be gained, and which will, I trust,
be gained, by persuasive reason, b{: concili-
ating kindness, by exhibiting harmony
among ourselves, and the practical benefits
of union. The triumph of which I speak
is of a different and of a noblec character.
Tt is the triumph of Christian principle over
the party fecling which would have keptus
apart; triumph over the selfish principles
which are nourished and strengthened by
division ; triumph over the jealousies and
rivalries that grow up in a lengthened period
of discussion ; triumph in spirit over our-
selves in that which in us is least worthy ;
triumph over what hinders men from acting
together whom every consideration ot the
Master they serve and of the cause in
which they are engaged should bind to-
gether as brethren loving and beloved.
Yor, if T understand the formalities of this
day—if I rightly interpret the meaning of
those deeds to which the Muderators of the
respective Synods have set their seals—it
is, that this day we resolve to lay aside the
hard thoughts we may have entertained of
one another—and to drop the remembrance
of the hard speeches which have been utter-
ed on cither side, and that, God helping us,
1o remembrance of them ghall be allowed to
provoke strife and bitterness, but rather
that all strive after good works. Is not
this the case, brethren? Have I rightly
interpreted the meaning of this day’s for-
malities? Then hath God given us the
spirit of love. He will give us also the
spirit of power and of a sound mind, power
to contend with prevailing evils, wisdom to
choose the best ends and the best means of
attaining them; and then, though in this
union no objeet of worldly interest or am-
bition can be gained by any of us, the gain
in the end will be great notwithstanding.
There is an approval of conscicnce ; there is
a comfort of love; there is the strength of
united action ; there is godly fellowship to
go forth with, and community of feeling in
the Christian work; there is the hope that
fellowship shall grow and increase. May
this Canadian Church, of which we now

lay the foundations, be an honoured name
among those who contend for Christ and
His cause. Above all we have, as we trust,
the approbation of Heaven in the step we
have taken, and what glory can be conceived
to transcend this? I may, porhaps, take
this opportunity ot saying now what I have
said elsewhere, that far larger union is, [
trust, in store for the Churches of Christ
even in Canada, than that which we cffuct
this day. ‘That is but a small step to the
union which Our Lord’s intercessory prayer
seems to contemplate, which the necessiies
of the Church in its prescat conflict with
practical and speculative infidelity scem 1o
require, which must be reached ero the
Chureh attain to kaowledge of the stature
of the fulness of Christ. YWhen there was
so complete an identity of sentiment and
practice, it sheuld not have required so
miich negotiation and so many prelimingr.
ies to bring people together.  But now that
it is accomplished, it behoves us in this
matter of union asin regard to all Christian
duty, to be looking and pressing forward 1o
greater attainments; and it might, I hun.
bly think, help to such attainments, as far
as we are concerned, if we could be induced
to regard our Church organization and the
Church organization of otiiers with some.
what different views and objects than those
to which we have been accustoned. In
regard to our own organization, it is of
course vory reasonable that we should pre-
fer it to others, and it is more than reason-
able—it is necessary—that we should dis-
cern in its leading features a conformity to §
the requirements of Scripture. We could
each of us be eloquenton the exceliences of
our common presbyterianism as Dr. Storrs
recounted them in the last General Assem- §
bly of the Church of Scotland,—its loveof
freedom, its pure doctrine, its protest against
medizeval superstitions, and its simple aud §
reverent worship. But i3 it not necessary
that we should hold it absolutely perfect.
The perfection which attaches to the great §
Head attaches not cither to the united §
Church nor any of its organizations.—Not X
as though I had attained either were ol B
ready perfect’” —such was the fecling of
Paul, even when he had become such aa §
one as “Paul the aged,” and asit is the B
feeling of every believer, so should it be the @
feeling of every Church in regard to itself. §
No Chunrch is entitled at one and the same g4
time to disclaim infallibility theoretically J8
and claim it mactically. We justly revers i
the men of Glasgow in 1638, and of Westi8
minster in 1643, but they were not inspird i
prophets more than we ; and no larger unionj§
will be accomplished if we hold in regard o
them, or other Churches in regard of thirgg
founders, that every part and parcel of whstig
they established, is as little to be touchedorg
altered as the words of tho Evangelists ao{i
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Appsﬂ?s, or as if they had all been written
down in some New Testament Book of
Leviticus. Taking tuis somewhat humbler
view ot our own Church organization than
. we, more than othc}‘s generally, are accus-
wmed to take of their Church organizations,
we shall be prepared to look with other ob-
jicts to such other organizations than per.
R haps we have been acenstomed to.  There
| las been & strong tendency evervwhere to
| expose and protest against the errors and

e deficiencies of other bedies. There
would, T apprehend, be greater profit in
loking for and marking the good there is
inthem. I am deliberately of opinion that
there is not one Christian organization from
the Church of Rome down to the last-form-
edgatkering of the Plymouth Brethren from
B wence some good lesson might not he
B tarped, and which could be added, for its
advantage, to our common Presbyterianism,
% It is to the prevalence of such reasonable

§ bomility in respect to themselves and chari-
BB u:blo construction in regard to others in the

B Protestant Churclges of the Dominion that
Tlook for o union in the fature bafore
® which the present—Dblessed and auspicious
[ tough we justly account it—shall appear

R <light and insignificant. May God hasten
itin His time,

Rev. Dr. Topp moved, seconded by Rev-
Dr. Jenkins, the appointment of the Synod
§ Clerks of tho different uniting bodies os in-
j terim Clerks of the General Assembly.

The motion was adopted unanimously.

Afier singing a hymn, the proceedings
i closed by the Moderator pronouncing the

N benediction.

B These proceedings occupied three hours,
from 11 A till 2 p. a2 The Afternoon

R Session was devoted to praise and prayer.

Social Entertainment.

The Presbyterians of Montreal provided
B abrilliant social entertainment in the eve-
juing, in Victoria Hall, and kindly invited
MRl the members of the Assembly. Princi-

Psalm, which was sung with great
P fect by the vast audience ; the choir, which
il been formed from the various Presby-

Jeu\ins, of Montreal.

B D1 Dawson said it fell to him this eve-
BUE o say to this great historical gather-
e 0t behalf of the Presbyterians of Mon-
greal' tic one word ¢ welcome™—welcowme,
g ool as individuals, but in their repre-
gtelive capacity. This was the greatest

of all the gatherings, ot least of an eccle-
siastienl charactor, that Canada had ever
seen. ‘Those who were here were here not
merely ng individuals, however estimable
they might be in that capacity, but they
were here as representative men—repre-
sentatives of all the many thousand Pres-
byterians that were scattered over the
broad lands from tho Atlantic to the Pacific,
and representatives of the desire on the pars
ot all those Preshyterians for that love and
unity which constituted the carc and the
contre of the csuse and kingdom of the
Iord Jesus Christ. Not as Presbyerians,
merely, therefore, but as representatives of
the greatest and highest of all cause, did he
welcome them to the city of Moutreal on
this great occasion, which would be one of
the historie featuves of this city in all time,
whatever it roa, grow to be. In welcoming
you here, he said, we wishalso to express
our sympathy with that great cause which
you rcpresent here—tho great cause of
unity; and to express the hops that this
union will be something that will go onin-
creasing till even this great measure shall
appear to those who come after us a very
litt's thing. We heard read to us this
morning that the dew that descends upon
tho mountains of Zion descends upon those
who live together in unity so that we have
anght to expect, that as the dew descends
from Nova Scotia and British Columbia
and the great plains between, so will be the
coming down of the spirit of God npon the
Preshyterian Cnurch. But our Church
was even wider than that. Have we nos
missionaries in distans lands and converts
thers who join heart and soul with us now
in this great Union. I should say also
that we have a word for those who ave not
represented here; Isay here on behalf of
Presbyteriang of Montreal, that in regard
to those who are in that position we re-
spect their independent jndgment, because
we know that the independent judgment of
& minority, however small, ought not to be
over-ridden by a majority however great,
or however certain it is right. We respect,
also, their conscientious scruples. € ro-
spect them because conscience ought to be
placed before expediency. We respect them
also because of their loyalty to the old
churches of the motherland,” a loyalty in
which we are not inferior to them. We think
we are following ont that loyalty in a wiser
way, because we are establishing a churc!

that will be a greater help to the churches
of the mother Jand—a church which may
grow to be greater in the time to come than
even the churches of the mother land; and
which may be able to lend them e helping
hand should they ever need it; and we
hold that in this we are doing what the mo-
ther would wish her chlldren to do to_ live
together in peace and unity ; and we hope
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our friends, not represented at this meeting,
will, before another year goes by, join their
forces to the great forces here today. We,
here in Montreal, have a very special in-
terest in this union, because we stand face
to face with the great and ever aggressive
power of Rome, and we want your help to
occupy the position we hold. A fter all, we
are only the type of that position which
the Churen of Christ holds in the world.
Our Church should be an aggressive
Chureh, to suffer and do for Christ in the
w‘orld; and we trust that it will havestrength
g:wen her to conquer this Canada of ours
or Christ against the great power of anti-
christian error that is arrayed against her.
Now, my {riends, I have said these few
words simply by way of welcome to you.
Welcome to our city and to our hearts and
homes ; and we do earhestly pray that the
blessings that have attended this meetjng
hitherto may attend itstill, and that it may
leave behind it seeds of blessing for all
time to come.

Eloquent and appropriate addresses were
then delivered by Iigr. Taylor, of Montreal,
Principal Snodgrass, of Kingston, and the
Rev. John McColl, of Hamilton, Dr. Wad-
dell, of St. John, Mr. Blanchard, Kent-
ville, Rev. G. M. Grant and Dr. Ormiston.
It was past 11 o’clock before the great as-
semblage closed.

Thus terminated 2 memorable day,—the
most memorable in the history of Presby-
terianism in this Dominion,

Second Day.

The Assembly met at 11 o’clock in
Erskine Church. The members present
nearly filled the body of the building. Dr.
Cook, Moderator, presided, and the min-
utes were read by Professor McKerras.
The first work done was the reconstruction
of Synods and Presbyteries. The division
into Synods, finally agreed upon, wz; as
follows : 1. Synod of the Maritime Pro-
vinces ; 2. Synod of Montreal and Ottawa ;
3. Synod of Toronto and XKingston; 4.
Synod of ITamilton and London ; 5. Synod
of Manitoba and British Columbia. Our
Synod as thus constituted includes Nova
Scotia, New Brunswick, P. E. Island,
Newfoundland and Bermuda. The follow-
ing division into Presbyteries was agreed
upon by the Synod and sanctioned by the
General Assembly : 3. Pre.bytery of New-
foundland ; 2. Presbytery of Sydney (Cape
Breton) ; 3. Presbytery of Victoria and
Richmond ; 4, Presbytery of Pictou; 5.

Presbytery of Wallace; 6. Presbytery of
Traro; 7. Presbytory of Ialifax; 8. Pres.
bytery of Lunonburg and Yarmouth; 9,
Presbytery of St John ; 10. Presbytery of
Miramichi ; 11. Presbytery of P. E. Island,

The Synod metin the afternoon and was
constituted by the senior member present,
—Rev. R. S. Patterson. Subsequently
Rev. Robert Sedgewick was clected Mode-
rator and Rev. A. Falconer Clerk. The
Presbyteries mot and formed their Rolls,
and organized. The Synod agreed that its
next meeting should be at St. John, N. B,
on the seccond Tuesday of October.

The evening was devoted to Home and
Foreign and Acadian Missions.

Third Daye

Fraternal greetings and congratulations
were received from the Methodist Confer-
ence and the Charch of England Synod,

Constitution of the Asscnbly.

Tho Committee to which this subject
was referred reported in favour of next As- g8
sembly being composed of one in three of §
the ministers and the same number of elders, 4‘
After considering all the circumstances of g
the case it was agreed to hold another
General Assembly including all, like the
present, and meantime to send dowa 1o 8
Presbyterics an Act for a Representative §8
Assembly for the ycar 1877 and succeeding §
years,—the proportion of representation |
being one minister of every four, and an
equal number of clders. Twenty five mem- g
bers of Assembly to form a quorum. -

Committees. E

Numerous Committees wore appointed
to attend to various departments of the i
Church’s work until next Assembly. A §8
Committec on “ Polity” was appointed— &
asort of Commission of Assembly—to mec; g
at Montreal on September 1st to deal with il
o variety of subjects and report to the g .

sembly. An overture largely signed
read recommending the appointment
Home Mission Agent. The subject w38
postponed. The question of the Biblin
Schools as referred to this Assembly by the g8
late General Assembly of the C. P. Clurch, 38
was handed over to a special Commito: g
The subject of Sabbath Observance as %ol
up by our Synod was similarly deals Wit 38
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A special effort is to be made in the next
Dominion Parliament to induce Sabbath
Observance in Government departments
and on public works,

Tho following gentlemen were appointed
delegates to the Conference which is to
meet in London, England, on tho 17th
July—in reference to a General Conucil of
Presbyterian Churches,—Rev. Dr. Topyp,
Principal Snodgrass, Dr. Willis, Rev. D.
M. Gordon (of Ottawn) Mr. Gray, and
H. B. Webster, Esq.

SIanitoba.

Our Church i3 still weak in the great
North West. There are serious difficul-
ties about the finances of the Manitoba
College. The whale subject was “brought
before the Assembly, and it was at last re.
solved to appoint 2 Committe of five—Rev.
G. M. Grant, Convener, to raise the
money.

Thank Offering and Thanksgiving.

B Mr. Croil thought we were likely to fail
B inone of the expected results of the union
unless something more were done.” He sug-
B costed that the Moderator take an early op-
§ portunity to issue a pastoral letter urging
all congregations to make & grand thank-
j ofering for the mission schemes qf the
B Church. Xe also desired to see wt least
i tvo members of each Presbytery visit each
g coogregution within their bounds, explain
j ©othem the history of the union and the
B results that wers expected to flow from it
Qs financial point of view. He moved a
R olution in conformity with these sug-
B sostions, the pastoral letter to be read from
R te pulpit by the ministers.—Carried.

Rev. R. Campbell (Montreal) moved
B thatsome Lord’s Day be indicated on which
i secial thanksgiving be rendered to God
il the union.—Carried. The first Sun-

B {1y in Scplember was indicated by the
B Moderator.

e =

Closing.

g Onmotion of Rev. Mr, Cochrane, the
M baoks of the Assembly were tendered to
B9 e bospitable citizens of Monureal, who
g tertained the delegates, to the minis-
s and clders of the Churches given up
io.thc services of the Assembly, to several
! mlmy and stecamhoat companies for re-

duced fares, and to the several newspapers
in Montreal and elsewhere which had pub-
lished reports of proceedings.

The Moderator, in closing the Assembly
addressed to them a few words of admon-
ition. Ho advised them not to expect too
much from this union. A union of one
imperfect body with another could not be
expected to produce other than imperfect
results. He especially asked them to avoid
all. matters in which they wero likely to
differ. (Hear, hear). It would be the
easiest thing in the world for a controversy
to spring up in this Church about the dis-
establishment of tho Church of Scotland.
Wo bad nothing to do with that. (Hear,
hear.) He did hope we would mind our
own business, and allow the churches in
Scotland to mind theirs. IIe concluded by
solemnly entreating every minister and el
der to look well after his own perspnal re-
lations with God.

Rev. Archibald Ilenderson, of St. An-
drew’s, the oldest minister in the Church
(93 years), offered up prayer. Then, after
the singieg of a hymn, the Moderator pro-
nounced the benediction, avd the Assem-
bly adjoursed to meet in Toronto next
year.

il
THE PRESBYTERIAN GHURCH IN GARADA.

Such is the name of the Church formed
by the Union of the four negotiating church-
es which took place at Montreal on the
Frereextu oF Juxng, 1875. The date
which we have written down is one which
we trust will long be remembered with
grateful heaits by the Presbyterian people
of the Dominion. None who witnessed the
* assembled Elders’ and their proceedings
on that day in Victoria Hall, will ever for-
get the soleron scone.  The United Church
comprehends about 650 ministers, 100,
000 church members, and over half a mil-
lion adherents. It is probably the largest,
the most wealthy and influential Protes-
tant denomination in the Dominion. We
mention this in order to remind our people
of their solemn responsibilities in the sight
of God and mea.

The Union, we regret to say, is not com-
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plete. Happily in our own old Synod not
onestood aloof. In tho Canada Presbyterian
Church only one continued to dissent to
the last moment, and it is doubtful if he
will permanently sover himself from his
brethren. Inthe Church of Scotland in
Canada the opposition was numerically
weak. The fiual vote was carried ninety
to seven, and of the seven one at least joined
the General Assembly. The minority has
organised & Synod which intends to claim
the Temporalities and other funds connec-
ted with the body. The leaders of the op-
position are Rev. Gavin Lang of Montreal
and Mr. Burnet of Hamilton. Mr. Lang’s
congregation has a majority in favour j of
Union, and their representative Elder made
an able spcech in defence of Union. Mr.
Buraet of Hamilton has no congregation :
his people without an individual exception
having rejected him. Ho has written a
Pamphlet on the Union question, and it is
one of the most extravagantly abusive
things ever scen in print. A body led by
him cannot have much hold on the coun-
try.

The opposition in Nova Scotia is of a
very different chiaracter, and infinitely more
respectable. Three brethren belonging to
the Presbytery of Picton were present at
Montreal, and watched with deep interest
all the proceedings and took part wherever
and whenever they could. Only, they stated
that as their congregations were in oppo-
sition they could not leave them. The min-
isters in Picton County who remained at
home take tho same position. They ap-
prove of Union and would go into the
General Assembly if their people were
ready for such a proceeding; but the peo-
pleare not ready and the ministers think it
dutiful to remain with their flocks.

The Union is complete in Newfound-
and, Cape Breton, P. E. Island,—in all
Nova Scotia except Pictow, and in all
New Brunswick, This is much to gain.
‘We do not at all despair of secing our good
brethren of Pictou with us soon, When-
ever they come they may rely upon a cor-
dial welcome,

Let us pray that that the Union just
formed may prove lasting, and that the use-

fulness of tho Church may be multiplied a
hundred fold. The anions hitherto formeqd
in these Provinces have heen thoroughly
successful, and the present Union will not,
we believe, be an exception.  The Unions
of 1860, 1861, and 1866 wero all largely
blessed of God, Lot us pray and work sy
that the same may in future years be affirm.
ed of the Union of 1875,—the most com.
prehensive of them all.

s -
- Fhome HRlissions,

The Boavd of Home Missions of the Synod
of the Maritime Provinces, held its first
meeting in the basement of Erskine Church,
Montreal, on the 18th June, at 9 o’clock,
A M,

Present, Rev. G. M. Grant, Chairmun;
Rev. Drs. Waters and Burns, Rev. Messrs,
J. BMecKinnon, Simpson, and P. G. Mo
Gregor, Secretary. 3

The chairman opened the meeting by
prayer. No minutes were read of the las
meeting of either of the defunct Committees,

The Board first procecded to make up E
lists of vacancies in the respective Preshy- §
teries, with the jollowing results : .

1,—IN HALIFAX PRESBITERY.
Vacancies.

Richmond and N. W, Arm,

Little River and Antrin.

G#y's River and Milford. ]

Cornwallis, North. .

Cornwallis, West : supplied at present by

a Catechist. .

Annapolis and Bridgetown.

Kempt and Walton.

Gore and Kennetcook,

Stations.

Bay View and Hillsburg,

Bedford and Fall River,

Eastern Shore.

IL.—LUNENBURG AND YARMOUTH.

Vacancies, None.

Stations.
New Dublin. -
Riversdale, Northfield and Branch.—Sup-
plied at present by Catechists,
IIL.—TRURO.
Vacancics.
2nd Congregation, Truro.
Acadia Dlines.
Station.—Maccan, &c.

IV.—WALLACE.
Station,.~~Amherst.
V.—PICTOU.
Vacancies.

Gairloch. . i
West and East Branches E. R. Pictow.

Station.—Vale Colliery.



1875 The Home

and Foceigun Record,

205

VI, —P. E. ISLAND,

Vacancics,
St. Peter’s Road and St, Peters.
Orwell Head.,
De Suble,
Tryon and Bonshaw,
Murray Harbour.
East St. Peter’s.

VIL.—ST. JOMN.
Vacancics,
Chipman.
New Kincardine.
Glassville &e. supplied by Catechist.
St. Andrew’s,
Woodstock.
Prince Willinm—supplied by o Catechist.
5 Stations supplied at present by Cate-
chists
VIIL-—MIRAMICHI,

Vacant.
Dalhousie.
Kouchibouguack,
IX,~—SYDNEY,
Vacant,
Gabarus.

2nd Cong. of Sydney when organized.
VICTORIA AND RICHMOND,

Yacant,—West Bay—partially supplied
by a Catechist. TTPER siep

As this list was known to be somewhat
imperfect, it was agreed that Presbyteries
be requested to furnish the Board with an
sttested Jist of vacancies and Stations re-
quiring supply within their respective
bounds ; with an estimate of what each

B station is able to provide per Sabbath in

payment of Preachers or Catechists, who
may be sent to supply them.

The following list of Preachers, under di-
rection of the Board, was then made up :

Rev, Wm. McCullagh.

** Donald Sutherland.

* David Neish.

¢ James Galloway.
Mr. Ephraim Scott,

¢ Adam Gunn.

“ E. 8. Bayne.

“ . P. Archibald,
| The Secretary having explained that all
 the appointments of tho late Board of the
Lower Provinces, terminated with the pres-
R ot month, appointments were made to
B mect the present necessity.
To Halifax Presbytery, Rev, Mlesssrs,
[ YcCullagh and Neish, and Mr. A Gunn for
July ; and Rev. E. 8. Bayne for last two
B Sabbaths of the same month.

B To Truro Preshytery, Mr. E. Scott to re-
fuain Ist Sab, July, and Mr. W. P. Archi-
& teld for 1st two Sabbaths,
To Watlace Presbytery, Mr. E. Scottfrom
i 2nd Sabbath July to the end of the month.
R 7o St Jukn Presbytery, Mr. E. Bayne for
jR!st two Sabbaths of July. Rev. Mr. Gallo-
47 and Mr. W. P. Archibald from 3rd
Qibbath July, These to continue till the
Ml of August,

To Sudney Presbytery, Rev. D. Suther-
lana for July.

To Prince Edward Island, Mr, Stiles
Fraser, Catechist, from the 2nd Sabbath of
J tunly, and Rev. James Cormack of King-
ston.

Rev. David Neish for August.

Several ministers and licentintes from On-
tario having made informal application for
appointments for a seeson, in the Maritime
Provinces, their names were handed to the
Secretary with directions to correspond with
them, ascertnin when they may be expected,
and how long they expect to remain, sothat
the Board may so arrange as to prevent mis-
understanding and disappointment to min-
isters and congregations.

It was then agreed—

1st. That itis the opinion of the members
1 Jent, that the chief business of the
Board should and might be transacted, at
the two half yearly meetings to be held in
Halifax, ab the opening and closing of the
Theological Hall, at which members from a
gis%smce from the seat of meeting might at-

end.

2. That members of the Board residingin
Halifax and Dartmouth, be a sub-Com-
mitiee fo the distributioners; and be au-
thorized to order the payment of Bills so
far &s this may be found necessary.

P. G. McGREGOR, Secy.

e
Aews of the Elawch.

Tue Clerks of the several Presbyteries of
the Synod of the Maritime Provinees are
requested to forward to the undersigned, as
soon as possible, a complete roll of Presby-
tery, with the date of ordination of each
minister, that the Roll of Synod may be

repared for insertion in the Assembl
finutes. As the Assembly Clerks wis
their minutes published without delay, it is
necessary that the above request be attended
to immediately.
ALEX. FALCONER, Synod Clerk.

Death of Rev. Dr. Salmon.

The Rev. James Salmon, M. D., Minis-
ter of the Presbyterian Church, Salmon
River, N. B., conducted religious services
on tho first Sabbath of June.” He also at-
tended a temperance meeting near his resi-
dence ou I\Kmdf\y night.  On  Tuesday
night he died under the following circum-
stances :—T'owards ten o’clock Mrs. 3almon
had occasion to open the door leading from
their kitchen, by a back stairway, to the
upper part of the house. On doing so she
was shocked and terrified beyond ieasure,
by finding that when the door was opened
her husband, now a lifeless covpse, fell down
towards her and upon the floor of the
kitchen. He bore no marks of injury.



206

The Home and Foreign Becord.

July

His cyes and mouth were closed and his
face composed. The servant girl reimems-
bered that she had heard his footsteps,
about a couplo of hours before, as if coming
dowu the stairs from his study, but as he
did not come into the kitchen, she concluded
he had returned. It is supposed he was
two hours dead when found. Mr. I B.
McDonald, Mr. W. C King and others,
who live close by, on hearing the alarm,
were soon with Mrs. Salmon. ~ They found
her sitting with the head of her deceased
husband resting on her lap. Coroner
Burpee and a jury held an inquest on the
body and examined witnesses. ~ They could
only find that the death proceeded from
“ unknown causes, probably heart discase.”
There was no postmortem examination.
Dr. Salmon studied theologv in the
English Presbyterian College. e sulse-
quently, and we believo, after his scttlement
as 8 minister at Salmon River, studied
medicine in New York. Previously to that
time he had officiated for some time at
Richmond, Wondstock and other places on
the St. John river. He was very abundant
in labors, both as a physician and a clergy-
man, and had a large number of attached
friends. e leaves a wifeand five children,
all young, whose sad and sudden bereave-
ment has excited wide spread sympathy.

Death of Rev. Donald S. Gordon

We record with profound regret the death
of Rev. . 8. Gordon, minister of Annapo-
lis and Bridgetown. He was ill but little
over a week. The Sunday before his last
iliness he preached three times and travel-
led over forty miles. He returned home,
and in course of a day or two complained
of pain in one of his cars. Soon it appear
ed that he was suffiring under congestion
of the brain. Everything that could be
done by physicians was done; but the
malady pursued its course and terminated
fatally on Thursday morning, Juns 3rd.
Mr. Gordon leaves & widow and five young
children whose irreparable loss will ‘excite
the decpest sympathy. Mr. Gordon was a
native of P. E. Island. He was trained
for the ministry partly at Truro and partly
at Edinbwrgh. He was called to the An-
napolis congregation thirtecn years ago.
He was a faithfal pastor, and his influcnce
for good was widely felt. He won the con-
fidence and respect not only of his own
charge but of the whole population. He
was greatly beloved by ,his vrethren in
Presbytery and Sydaey ; uo Lrother enjoy-
ed more fully the esteem and affection of
all; and few wonld be more widely missed
or sincerely mourned. Mr. Gordon has
been ealled away in the prime of munhood
—between forty-five and fifey years of age.
He was untiring in his labours, and his

carly denth is no doubt largely due to over.
work. Ilo rests from his labours and his
works follow him. Mr. Gordon had two
.alls from Philadelphia a few years ago, and
intimations of probuble calls from other
quarters ; but he never could make up hi
mind to leave Annapolis and Bridgetown,
where he was largely blessed in his work.

Death of Dr. Porrest.

Death has removed from among us one
of our most venerable Elders—Dr. Alex,
Forrest. He departed this life early on
Tuesday morning, Junc 22nd, aud on
Thursday afternoon his remains were fol-
lowed to the grave by numerous sorrowing
friends. His last illness was long and wuy.
ing, bus he bore it to the last with exem-
lary patience and true christian fortitude,
&)r. Forrest was born in Lanarkshire, Scot
land, and graduated at an e:u_‘ly age i
Doctor of Medicine in the University of
Glasgow. Ile subsequently studi~i for g
year in the University of Edinbwgh, In
1832, at the ace of twenty-six years, by

came to Nova Scotia, took up his vesidencs §
at New Glasgow, and practised his profis B

sion there with great success. His name

was for years a household word in the g
county of Pictou and in neighbouring coun- B
ties. His practice became tdo cxtensive 3
even for his strong constitution, and we §
may well suppose that it was far more cx- 3§

tensive than remunerative. In 1833 he o

moved to Lunenburg, where hc. rc~i([cd for 4
six years. In1859 he took up his residence i
in this city, where he spent the remainder @
of his life. In cvery sphere of life and 4

action, wherever he was known, ke com-
manded the highest respect and the fullest
confidence.

the whole field of literature was immense.

In his profession he was never behind the S8
In 1844 he became an Elder in §

foremost. ) A
New Glasgow, and at his dﬂ.’_ath hg was 83
Elder in St. John’s Church in this city, of
which his soa is Pastoc.

Dathousie College.

lent of men. ut of ¢
mercenary or the mean about him. U

Ie was a man of profosc! S
and exteusive learning, and his reading in E8

He was for maoy 2%
years a dilizent and successful S:xb?;:uh B
School Teacher.  In 1868 the Synod ofth: g
Presbyterian Church showed its confidencs
in him by sclocting him as a governor of B
He was one of (he g8
most hospitable, kind-hearted and henero- 8 .
‘There was no taint of the gk

death will bo rezretied, and his memory S

aratefully cherished, not in Halifax unlg R

: : S
but in Luncnburg and Pictou—especia

the laiter, where the \vox}d_crs of his :hll: .
his patience, his self-sacrificingg heuevoicoo i
are retailed from year to year by parents O’

children and children’s children. He v

widely known and wherever known he v i

justly regarded as @ truo wan, an accod-3

plished Physician, and a genuine Chrisxiln. ¥



A very handsome monument has been
placed in the Chatham (N. B.) Burying
Ground, over the grave of the late vener-
able Dr. MeCnrdy, for so long a time the
Pustor of the Presbyterian congregation
there.  We understand it has been the in-
wation from the time of Dr. McCurdy's
deatl, to give some expression to the re-
B ryrd and affection in which he was held, in
B the form of 2 mamorial stone, but owing to
B dreumstances, it was found inconvenient
B to carry out that intention, until last sum-
I mer, wiaen & wmovement was originated, a
B subscription list opened, and, in a few
R wecks, the sum of 8250 was readily contri-
i tored. The monument is an obelisk in
[l dope.  The style is Gothic. On a free-

$ cone base ave two bases of marble, on
which rest the die, with the following in-
o crifs.ion -—

) TO THE MEMORY OF
B THE REV. JOHN McCURDY, D.D,,
\ BORN, 3ARCH 17111, 1808,

DIED, JAXUARY 15T, 1868.

Pastor, from its erection in the year 1831
ull lus death, of Saint John's
Church, in this town.

“FAITAFUL UNTO DEATHY

3B 111S MONUMEXNT 1S ERECTED BY H18
: ATTACHED CONGREGATION.

j Above this is a shaft five feet in length.
B The whole stone stands about ten feet high.
BThe material is of Italian marble, and is
B nple and neat.  Xis durability is said to
Rl its beauty.

® In thus honoring one who was a pioneer,
M ane branch of the Presbyterian Church
n1lis locality, and who, in times of diffi-
iy anid struggle, bore himself with firm-
g anid fidelity, the congreaation to which
e ministered  chiefly honor themselves.
B is becoming when worth is  acknow-
2] and remembered. It is berter when
[t tell their children of the godly
fencter and faithlul ministration of those
g0 are zone. It is best that they raise a
¢ in munory, that when they too are
2 generutions yet to come, may learn to
B, a5 did their fathers, the gift of 2
- :Jiyi faithful and earnest ministry of the
- Qi

;2.8 W BH S5 BRS S
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Presbytery of Halifax,

The Prosbytery of Halifax held two
ptings in Montreal.  Mr. Gauld’s demis-

B2 0t Gore and Kenneteook was accepted,
k1 ir. Bernard was appointed to declare
tngresation vacant on the last Sab-
3 of June, Mr. B. to be Moderator of

L e e D T
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Rev. Dr. McCurdy. Session. The ealf to Rev. W. McCullagh
from West Cornwallis was set aside. An

appropriate minute was adopted with re-
gard to the late Rev. D. S. Gordou, and
ordered to be engrossed in the Reeord, and
communicated to his family sud tlock, Mr.
Mowitt was + owinted Moderator of An-
napolis and  .lgetown Session, and to
preach at these places on the sccond Sab-
bath of July. ‘The following appointments
were made for Newpot,  First Sablnth of
July, Rev. J. Sutherland ; second Sabbath,
Rev. C. P. Pitblado; third, Rev. P. G.
McGregor; fourth, Rev. A. J. Mowitt.
Mr, Earnest Bayne w supply North Corn-
wallis on the second and third Sabbaths of
July, and Annapolis and Bridgctown on
the fourrh Sabbath. Rev. R. Scdgewick
to preach as Gore and Kernnetcook on the
third Sabbath of July. At its lastmeeting
the Presbytery adopted o final minute prior
to Union.

The new Presbytci s of lalifax was con-
stituted by order of Synod. Its nextmeet-
ing will be held in St. Matthew’s Church
on the sccond Tuesday of July atll o
clock. Rev. G. M. Grant, Moderator;
Rev. John Forrest, Clerk.

Fort Massey Cnurcu.—The annnal
business meeting  of this Church was held
early in June, when the Managing Com-
mittee submitted a most satisfactory state-
ment for the year. £9,325.76 were contri-
bnted by the people for running expenses,
missionary collections, and for debt extine-
tion. Thé voluntary system of weckly
church doar collections is practised, and an
average of 883 59 taken up each Sabbath.
Yort Massey Churchhas raised for all par-
poses since its foundation $42,000. The
Congregation is in & most flourishing con-
dition, enjoying the ministrarions of & most
faithful and talented pastor—Dr. Burns.

T ladies of Erskine congrepation, Up-
per Londouderry, accompanied by their
social companionions, made a friendly call
at the Parsonage on Thursday evening,
27th ult., and presented their pastor, Rev.
. Ross, with an address and a purse con-
taining  $125.00. le cordially thanked
them for their generous and practical ex
pression of sympathy for bimin his illness;
and feelingly referred to his twenty years
sojourn among them—nhis atfectionate and
God-fearing people. ‘the company re-
tired to their homes well satistied, that by
atdministering encouragement to their Pas-
tor they had obtained a rich blessing them-
selves.

Gratiryine TestraoN1an—~The Rev.
J. ¥. Forbes, of Lochaber, Antizonish, im-
mediately previous to leaving for Mon-
treal, was waited upon by a Committie of

his congregation, who presented him with
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an address expressive of their appreciation
of his zcal and untiring services among
them during his pastorate of eight and a
half years. They likewise handed him a
well-filled purse, intended to purchase a
watch and chain, as a tangible expression
of thair ailcetion and regard.  Mr. Forbes
replied in suitable terms. It is gratifying
to record that 124 were added to the roll of
membership on the profession of their faith
during the recent communion, being large-
ly the fruit of the revival, which so gra-
ciously and extensively visited that con-~
gregation during last winter.

NEwrouxDLAND.—We congratulate our
brethren in Newfoundland uwpon the for-
mation of a Presbytery in that Island.
"This is an epoch in the history of Presby-
teriunisin there.  The Presbytery will con-
sist of four ministers and three elders. We
hope that in a few years its numbers and
strength will be greatly increased. 'There
is wide scope for pioncer work in New-
foundland.

SHERBROOKE.—Some friends presented
Rev. A. C. Gillies, the indefatigable Pas-
tor of Sherbrovke with an address and an
Easy Chair.—Eighty-threc members were
added to the Roll at the recent communion.
The attendance was the largest ever seen
at Sherbrooke, on any Sabbath day.

Free Church Assembly

Many of our readers will remember the
pleasaut visit of the Free Church Dele-
gates to Halifax last year. The following
is Mr. Burns’s account of his visit given
before the recent Assembly :

Mr. Burns said—Their visit to these
Churches was a remarkably enjoyable one
in every sense of the word. Their visit
was very much appreciated by all, but es-
pecially in the Lower Provinces, where they
had never seen the face of a delegate before.
‘Iheir reeeption was most cordial, and the
hospitality shown to them was something
wonderful. They had hard work to do
during their visit. Mr. Wilson and ho
preached thirty sermons, and made thirty-
three speeches. They delivered among
them, including the two literates who were
with them, 112 addresses at 75 public meet-
ings, and the number of people whom they
had the privilege of addressing was 51,-
000. There was great interest manifested
everywhere to hear accounts of the revival
work going on in Scotland, and wherever
they went there was a very urgent demand
for public meetings as to the revival. The
people listened wath great interest to all
that was said aboat the work of the revival;
and he had heard since coming home that
very excellent results had flowed from these
meetings. He had accepted the appoint-

ment 0 go out to Canada as & deputation
with great pleasure, and he went into the
work con amore. Ile had a hereditary con.
nection with Canada, on account of the
name of a nearrelative of his beinz as a
household word in Canada. e had visited
Canuda twenty-five years ago, and laboured
for six months in Quebec and Montreal;
and he had great pleasure in renewing his
acquaintance with the country on his re-
cent visit, and of noticing the very remark-
able progress they had madd of Jate years.
The meetings of the two Assemblies which
they visited were well attended, and the
vigour of their debating, as well as the fine
spirit and tone which pervaded it all, cre-
ated a very deep and lively impression on
the minds of the deputation. From all
they saw of the Churches they got the im-
pression that they were in a healthy con-
dition, and were well worthy of all the
sympathy and help they were capable of
affording them. The Churches there for-
nished & satisfactory proof of the value of
the labours of the Colonial Committee. He
heartily wished thut the members of the
Colonial Committee could go out and see
what a mighty product had come out of
the Colonial collection. (Applause.) The
ministry of the Presbyterian Churdhes in
Canada were tolerably well supported ; and
in the large citics the ministers were as
comfortable as in the large cities in this
country. The ministers aund people of the
Presbyterian Churches took great interest
in the revival movement in this country;
they were imbuded with a warm mission
ary spirit, and they engaged with great
zeal and energy in Sabbath school work,
There were mass meetings of Sabbath
school children in all the large towns
which he visited. Aluding next to the
union of Presbyterian Churchesin Canada,
he pointed out that the last union there
took ten years to accomplish, while in
this country they took ten years to tind out
how not to do it. (Laughter.) Whenthe
union was accomplished in Canada, it was
impossible to find out to which section of
the Church any minister had belonged.
There was now to be a reconstructed Pres
byterian Church for the whole of the vast
Dominion, extending over some six thou
sand miles. From Halifax to Columiia
and Vancouaver's Island theie was to be one
Church. (Applaase.) The first day of
their appearance at the Assembly at Ous:
wa was the day of the betrothment of the
two parties who were about to Le usited
next month at Montreal. It was a uniog
effectually securing the liberties of all, az

there was no temptation in that coantry @
Erastianism, as there was no Establishol

Church. All parties scemned to come @

an agreement to waive the whole question

of endowmens, and make it an open ques
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tion ; yet not at all interfering with their
continued testimony to a nativnal religion
(appluuse)}—thereby expressing their con.
vicnon that, although the Dominion has no
Establislunent, and, as Dr. Cook said the
other Jay, never would have one, vet for
that reason the Canadian Dominion was
B ao0t, therefore, an Atheistic Dominion, and
R wus no less entitled to be regarded as a
Christian nation than ourvwn. (Applause.)
The union about to be completed was to
B use place next mouth in Montreal. It
wos expected that 1200 members—600
ministers and as many elders—would at-
N wnd; and though it might not be the
 largest numerieally, vet in vespeet of tho-
rough munisterial accomplishments and ec-
desiastieal organization it would be the
most powerful Church in the Dominion of
Cannda.  (Applause.) He wished very
B much that one of their brethren counld be
{ present to witness that great spectacle, and
MR 0 wish God speed to that union. (Ap-
M jlonse.)  Mr. Burns proceeded to urge the
daims of Cuanada on the attention of pro-
B tationers and  young ministers, and con-
B duded by expressing the great gratification
88 which he had felt in forming one of the
@ d:putation.

B British Churches and Societies.
B Thc finances of the great Missionary So-
deties indicate a year of unusual interest in
B rission work.  Iairly at the head of them
o ¢!l, the British and Foreign Bible Society
BB narchies forward with a step as firm as halif
B century ngo.  New conflicts are gather-
@z around the Word, and the tidings of
e new scepticism are always at the
88201 ; but the Society simply multiplies the
@ilord more than ever, and reports that it
Bl received over $610,000 to that end.
Bl The Socicties for Foreign Missions come
ixt; that for the Propagation of the Gos-
! with £134,826, and the Church Mission-
7 with £173,835 ; the Wesleyan keeps the
Rare line with £184,039 and the Primitive
M hodist follows with £46,000, while the
g cdon Missionmy Society is £103,553.
@i wonld appear that, reckoning the smaller
Pocietics, ns wuch as tive million doliars
B contributed during the year for Foreign
© g sions, of which the Episcopal Church
gt s million and & balf, the Wesleyan a
Blion sud a quarter, the Independent and
b various Presbyterian Churches half a
(& Cion cach, and the Baptist two hundred
prsend. Putting it in another way, the
gi<opal Church, through its Socities,
Rt and small, gives two millions, and the
gicenformists give three millions.
Witz Socicties that operate strictly withs
B¢ bounds of London are alone almost
. The City Mission received $230,-
@ Lorits unsectarian work among the poor,
g tren the Rugged School Union conld

et b R T
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reckon up nearly $20,000, and what is bet-
ter, could point to its brigade of three hun-
dred and fifty-eight shoeblacks rescued from
the gutter, and who earned $55,000 during
the year, It gives a pleasant view of such
simple charities, to find that this brigade
earned, since it was commenced, as much as
three quarters of a million dollars—earned
in pence on the strects by lads who were
picked off the street.

A fair idea also may be formed o' the
seale on which Home Mission work is
wrought from the receipts of only two
Episcopal Societies, the Lustoral Aid and
Additional Curates, both conferring their
aim 10 supplementing the steff of the regu-
lar clergy, and together enjoying an income
of $555,000.

From Scotland there are tidings of the
pastoral aid furnished in another form to
the ministers of the Presbyterian Church.
The United Presbyterian Church now se-
cures each of its ministers a minimum sti-
})end of 3940, and aims at making it $1,000.
The Free Church has done even better,
giving cach of tive hundred ministers $965,
one or two hundred more $875, and the rest
the equal dividend of 8785. The average
income is, of course, above this miniinum,
and in the United Presbyterian Church ap
to 51,200 while it must be remembered that
in almost every instance the minister has a
manse in addition.

The liberality of the Scottish churches
seems to spurn all limits, and the total sum
that cach contributes swells perceptibly
every year. The charch last mentioned,
e. g., has advanced by about $128,000 above
its contributions for 1874, and makes op a
total of $1,820,115, the largest income it
has ever received, while, when it counts ten
years together, the amount rises to fifteen
million dollars and a half. It spent 8115,
000 npon Home, and 3200,000 upon For-
eign Missions, and as the expeaditure had
exceeded the income, donations were seng
in during the Synod that sent the balance
to the other side. A bequest of $50,000 to
the Forei%\ Mission was reported during the
Synod. Lack of men was the complaint,
nat lack of means ; and the Synod joined in
fervent prayer for the rcapers and sowers to
go out to the fields. The review of the
Hymn-buok left things pretty much as they
were, and after running the gauntlet of
Presbyteries, the draft copy has escaped
without injury. The book is finally to be
issued for the Church in November, and a
selection of tunes will sccompeny it. La-
ments were raised over the disappearance of
many hymns by Watts, Newton, and
Cowper; but relatively to the bulk of the
book these honored names seem to have &

fuir representation. Tho sertiement of a

Representative Assembly was left over until
next year, and 8 committee was appsinted
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to consider the curious point of the imposi-
tions of hands by eldersin the ordination of
a minister. One of the most important
changes carried, independent of the question
of uuion, was a ‘Theological College. At
present the pastors are also Professors, and
having couflicting claims between the pul-
pit and the chair, they do not teach for
more than seven wecks in the year, the
shortest college session on record. It has
now been carried to have a session of five
months, to have five chairs with a minimum
salary of $2,500 attached to each, one of
the chairs being Pastoral Theology, and to
have Professors pure and simple. Some
doubt is expressed about the willingness of
Dr. Eadic and Dr. Cairns to vesign the
pastoral charge, but it is hoped, in the in-
terests of the ministry and of sound theo-
logical knowledgo, that the apprebension is
unfounded.

The extreme jealousy of State inteter-
ence came curiously out in the rejection of
all aid from thegovernment for the orphan-
age in India, and Bible wine had the first
of apparently a series of field days, for it
threatens to come up at each Assembly.
‘The opposition to it was happily headed by
Professor Calderwood, long a very ardent
abstainer himself, and the temperateness
thus infused into the debate was well sus-
tained, though there were as many as 109,
or one-third of those voting, to maintain
that the matter should be lett in charge of
the separate sessions—in other words, let
alone. Through the debate, however, it
was apparent that abstinence is gaining
rapidly in the Scottish churches; and even
the Legislature is likely to takea stride for-
ward this year, and revote for the principle
of the Permissive Bill.

WiTh respect to the Free Church As-
sembly, the late meetings were very largely
devoted to the consideration of evangelistic
work. Dr. Moody Stuart was Moderator,
and his devoutspirit had agood etfect upon
the Assenbly. Five of its Moderators had
been swept away by death since the last
meeting—Fairbairn, Gricrson, Henderson,
MacCrie, and Buchanan—and the last two
were buried only a few days betore,
Buchanan, as was fitting, with all the civic
honor that Glasgow could bestow, and fol-
lowed by all the churches in Scotland.
The renring Moderator, Dr. Stewart, of
Leghorn, preached, and dealt in his sermon
with Plymouthism, to which the revival
has added fresh lite; while the incoming
Moderator reviewed the position assamed
by the Church of Rome, and suggested a
possible union between Ultramontanism
and Materialism.

Tue Reformed Presbyterian Church,
Scotland, is about to unite with the Free
Church.

Rev. Wirniax Arxor died in Edin.
burgh on the 3rd June. On the next day,
Dr. A. MacEwan of Glasgow died. These
were men of great power and influcnco—
Arnot in the Ireec and McEwan in the U,
P. Church.

In the Established Church there was an
admirable Report submitted by Dr. Char.
teris on Christian Life and Work. Ar
rangements were also made for facilitating
the admission of ministers and ‘probationers
of other Churches.

Tue Assembly of the Established Church
gave due encouragement to the Union men
on this side the Atlantic by bidding them
God-speed.

I
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ACKNOWLEDGMENTS.

The Treasurer of Synod ot the Presbyteria
Churctiof the Lower ’rovinces, acknowledges
receipt of the following sums received since
May 20th:

FOREIGN MISSION FUND.

Lawrencetown .iieeeeeieacesenns .S
Prayer mecting of Dr. BcCulloch's
Church, in 1874 v0cveecee o oo 410

Souris and Bay Fortune.......oecoes W W
St. Ann’s and North Shore.. .......
Tatamagouche..cevveeevrorineceess 40

Sydney, C.B.oieeiieiiiiniias vess 1IN0
Boularderie....oeeeennn cosevasanas 179
Leiteh’s Creek.oow vevee civeenne. 500
St. David’s Chureh, S§t. John... ... 700
West River, Clyde and Brookficld:
Amelia M. McEwen........ 9 94
Mary Bell......... 425
Sarah A. McNevin.eooeo oo 58
Aunie Darrach......ceeviee 200
Amie D. Dixon.voeeeennes. 244
Eliz. J. Hyde.oooovvienees 575
Isabella Brown... ..ooovne 3 0o
Margaret Gillis. .. oeevieeee. 1237
Isabella MceDonald.oooevee. 971 505 )

Acknoowledged in last number subse-
quent to the closing of the accounts
on Muy 20th.,.eevieecreaacanns L1218

—

Totaleeeeereeeaneeesereanss SHO 2L B

DAYSPRING AND TRINIDAD $CH00LS.

Princeton, Martha Sutherland’s card..3 135 @

Young people of Richibucto. . LA

Springlield

St. Aun’s, C. B.,
Sydney:

Col. by Maggic MceDonald .. 503

¢ John Knox McLeod.. 3 07

¢ Mary McDonald ..... 14 00

¢ Bessie McKenzic..... 505

**  Annie McKenzie..... 300

#  Catherine McLeod.. . 464

ceens

o 9]
10 Wiy

creve

Boularderic. .o vveeaeesecness
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B West Rn'er, Clyde and Brookficld:
B Amelia M. McEwen.......... 1 00
Mary Bell .. 100

cvesetscss seseee

Sarah A. MeNevin..ov.veass. 97
Annie Darrach.... oovvaeee.. 100
Aonie D. Dixon...... «vee... 100
Eliz. J. Il)de..... cees 1 50

R Isabella Brown....... . 50
B Margaret Gillis .. . 300
8 Labella McDonnld..... .. 180

— 11 47

friend to Trinidad Mission, Malpeque. 48

53 bv $1.35 ‘included in account of
May 20th.
Total.ceiieee oo venneeeeess . S87 35

TIOME MISSIONS.
B TenCetOWnN. soveecans oone

s-;'

veseesd 859

BB River ............ ceresaesaess 1420
Soaris and Bay Fortune....... 10 00
Riraver meeting of Rev. Dr. McCul;ych
B Church, for1873 cenbesenass vevess 41 06
BEHAICTO . « on e evvnrrnesscasenecsse 1673
. ‘x‘slamagouche ............. veeneee 2000
. Ann's and N. Shorc.... ..... oo 2100
. 'chxbucm, &8ddliicivineieionsnsee. 500
11 PP (4 I 1}
boulATARTIC v vevssccneosneonsaessas 2200
L' Creek, . ..., vieees DOV
Bt Diver, Clvde and Bm‘rmgton.
B8 inclia M. McEwen......... 5 00
% Marv Bell......... veeeees 100
o Saral A. MeNevino.ooaooo.. 102
3O Anmte Darrach. oioaiieee. 20 100
B Anpie D. Dixon...eaeccren.. 100
) N bz J. Hyde tesseresaneess 240
) W Iapella Brown vereen. 100
! I Marpavet Gillis . .. 50
) Q@ Latilla McDonald. e 500
X > — 2542
) S 3sream Ladies R. and 8.Soc.... 775
David's Church, St. John........ 100 00
Eiiiiiticir sttt arsasnens . 13 50
AR 1.3 cums acknow lcd"cd n]madv in
- Jtme Reoord from Richmond Bay,
B & John's Church, Halifax, and
g Pum.lulm........ vee senceeses 1750

Tota!..............‘.........8402 %

MINISTERIAT, EDUCATION.

: \hmnml Bay $15, Sherbrooke 815,
B4 Cape North ‘~3 acknowledged

aJuuechord........ cesesacss S33 0D
3 PRNTENCEtOWN . oL v e n s vessnssses 6 44
- Brisand Bay Fortune...ovees ooee 5 Q0
78 Aro's and North Shore vovveav.. 16 00
B0, . veee veraaaiians veeses 16 73
- 220 SN O | 2 ]

: .* «namwonam.........i 2 50

825

Tttheeveeeee oeve eeve +a5100 42

SUPPLEMENTING FUND.

Baddeck $11, credited in last account,
but omitted in the acknowledgments
in June Record.
LAWIENCetOWN 4o seassrrsresssenes.d 8 59
Bass River..coieiveereecsiannne oo 10 06
Westville.soueeonvaneess sevnnnenis 23 70
Souris and Bay Fortune....c........
St. Amn’s and N. Sho'e vees .
Richibucto...vvus
Tatamagouche .
Richibucto, addi..
Blackville and Derby.. .
SYdney cveeieiene eocnanns
Boularderie.. .. .vveeereesn. RN
St. David’s Chureh, St. Jobn........
West River, Clyde and Brookfield:
Amelia M. McEwen.vvvs ... 1 00
Mary Bell........c.civeee.. 100
Annie D. Dixon....cea0e.00s 1 00
Isabella Brown.. .vevaceass. 50
Margaret Gillis.....0vvvune.. 3 00
Isabella McDonald..ovveee.. 2 00

— 850
Add. three sums received from Rich-
mond Bay, St. John’s, Halifax, and
Sherbrooke acknowledged in June
Record B ( K 1]

Totalesssareeaarnnranannans. 3358 77

sessiecsanes

ACADIA MISSION.

Princetown, P.E.X,, acknowledged i m

Iast Record...oovvuneianicenns...8512 00
Richmond Bay.. .o.....evuees ., 500
A friend, Tatamagouche....,. 4 00
St. Ann’s and North Shore. .. . 8

00
St. David’s Church, St. Jobn...... .. 10 00
West River, Clyde and Brookfield:
Amelia M. McEwen......... 2 35

Mary Bell..... vesestsa sene I
Annie ])armch.............. 75
Annie D Dixon....eviisnes. 1 00

Eliz. J.Hyde veiveeereneenae 3 50
Isabella Brown..... eeevve.. 50
Margaret Gillis..... 000000 3 00
Isabella DicDonald.ooeveve.s 4 00

— 15 85

Balance of Grand Falls Church Fund. 118 18
censs 3174 03
AGED AND INFIRM MINISTERS' FUND.

Baddeck, C.B  .....iivieineneeas. 815 00
Richmond Duy. T T R U
Rev. A. Donald’s cong, addl, (Lon-

donderry sectxon).............. .
Boulatderie..,...

Total.ocvviinionnnnnss

9
8 00

eedasass sersaasase
MINISTERS WIDOWS® FUND.

Payments to this fund of Rev. James Law,
Rev. A. McIntosh, Rev. W. Millen, Rev. A.
Donald. will be acknowledged by H. Prim-
tose, Esq., to whom the money thus received
by the Synod Treasurer has been remitted.

MR. CHINIQUY'S JIISSION.
Boularderie, C. B.oivovonorveisionss .54 00
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SYNOD FUND. Central Church, W. R...00000euee. 1895
Princeton, P. E. L. covvveencnnenees 2591
Maboteeiesereasnecsesaeasnoa oot 10 60 | Gienelg, 0o eXpence. cveeeeseveases b0
8t. John’s Church, Chatham....... 40 00 | Kennetcook and Goreseveevueeeees 8 1)
Kentville.oooivevnissesiansasncnns 23001 s ringside,,.,,,_,,\..,,....,.... 30 0)
Wentworth. c.vveuionean. 4 00 | Chfton, New London. ... 5
Sherbrooke...... Gereeeereiaaaces 56 00 | Bocabee ...voeeevenee 500
These sums were acknowledged in Mahone Bay .... 15 00
the June Record. Alberton ..... 20 0
Lawrencetown, no expence......... 16 00 | Earltown....... 19 00
Whycocomagh...ouueeee oo 20 00 | Poplar-Grove soveevansans e B200
Lunenburg. ... 20 00 | springville, no expence. e 40
Mabou, addl.. ..... 9 50 | Boularderie, addl........ .- e 500
New Mills, no expence............ 2 00 | Summerside, no expence. .. yuveeee 74
Musquodoboit Harbour congregation: Fredericton..oo.oovs. cresesereaees 68
Musquodoboit Harbour..,.. 8 00 Stewiacke, no expense.. « veeeeiee 50
Meagher’s Grant..eeeus... 7 21 Leiteh’s Creek.......... cevrronses 20008
Jeddore. .... vesiresanaae.. 633 8t. David’s Church, St. John....... 506§
Clam Harbor.......ceei0ea 5 00 W. River, Clyde and Brookfield.... 269 3
Ship Harbor.....covavere.. 513 West Cape.eueceiveene cvaneceses S8
A Friend..ciee civeeviaos.. 200 Richmond Bay........coeveveenne. 150
—— 83 66 | Cavendish gnd New Glasgow....... 385
Bass River.seeseesesecosseseenoeas 20 00 | Maitlande.ooees veveerneseescacnss 3815
Newport.soeeoieeeesaesasaeaeaanse 10 61 | Green Hill....... ceerstiiaes eee. 1500
St. Ann’s and N. Shoreceses.ceevae 24 00 | Lochaber no expense......oc..eeee 400
Richibucto, noexpence ........c.ov 22 73 § Middle River and Little Narrows.... 100
Chalmers’ Church, Halifax, no exp. 25 00 | Lake Ainslie and Margaree. ...... BOE
St. Jobn's Church, Halifax, no exp. 20 00 | Clyde River, &c, addl...cocuvvieee. 40038
Baddeck...coovvuis vovaes voees. 206 50 | Bridgetown, no eXpense...ceveeeee. 500 1
Truro, 2nd congregation,no expence 20 00 | Glace Bay coiiiivinnnnis 20 (0 W
Westville, no expence...cveeeeeens 500 | Wallace, uddl. ..oo.vver cevannnees 5008
Richmond, N. B.... «ceeeveesesses 19 00 | St. John's Church, St. John..... o 2088
Truro, 1st congregation........ . 26 00 [ Barney's River and Blue Mountain. 317
Springfield, N. B...ceceviiiiaeeees 2200 —_—
Blackville and Derby ... veeeeee. 38 00 Totaleesees ovvonone eoenessSITBT NN
Shubenacadie, o expence....evea. 8 00 =
%t.Jame§aﬂgB................... 13 88 —_——
arvey, iN. > 43 "
%atan}:}qgouchga 18 gg PAYMENTS FOR “RECORD. ¥
ass River, addl. . : .
Great Village. ... 19 81 thnflel lPlzli)!l:s};e:magmowledges the receipt o |
Riverside.c.... 36 00 ¢ lofowing ) :
Carleton...oeve vvieseenens 20 40 | Rev. P. M. Morrison, Bridgewater....S20 08
Bedeque, no expence. .. 5 00 | Alex. Fisher, M. Stewiacke .......... 07}
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The healed could not at first tell the Jews
who cured him, but having seen Him after-~
wards, he informed them. This no doubt he
did in honorot the healer and with no inten-
tion of eXciting the hostility of His foes.

Lrssoxs.

1, This passage suggests the trath that in
our natural condition we are morally impo-
B tent. 'We cannot save ourselves.

2. We should desire to be saved from our
uns. WWhat is disease of body compared with
B discase of soul?
B 3. Christcan save. Ie is able to save

even 1o the uttermost. He is willing to save
BB ol who go to Him. He is the true Bethesda.
B The pool at Jerusalem could heal only one at
stime, but Christ can save multitudes and
g et have room.

' on the Sabbath.

THIRD SABBATH.

@ 4-58.

B isc thousands with 2 few loaves and fishes,

ud had recrossed the sea of Galilee to
Capernaum.  Many of the people had fol-
B xed him.  Their motives however were not
8. ‘They sought him because they had
futen and were filled.  Christ told them so,
Bend urged them to be more anxious about the
M-t which endureth unto everlasting life
#Rban about the meat that perisheth.

B8 Tie people asked Christ what proof he
jRould give that be had a right to demand of
¢n faith in Him, stating that Moses fur-
MEihed a proof of bis mission by giving Man-
2 from 1leaven. Christ replied that it was
ol not Moses who gave the Manna. He
tiwed further that the Manna was not what
g¢ himself was, viz., the true bread. The
g5 murinured because He called Himself
®2 true bread.  Nevertheless He persisted in
i claiim, and showed that everyone who
Pelicves on Him has everlasting lite.

¥ body immortal, although the Jews ate of
Qoccotually they died. But, as bread, the
gz bread, He could give eternal life to the
i~ that it would never die. He became
S {or the soul b{; his death agan atone-
gatfirsin: t the bread which I xill give,
k" looking forward to thecross. By cating
g living bread, or the flesh of Christ 13
Bt believing on  Him—receiving the
prsings of His sacrifice.
- 2—The Jews unuerstood Christ liter-

Y. 53— Clirist, was the same i
S the truth that without fai
ot be saved.

‘:‘j, %.55, 56 —~The Lord’s Supper is not

ire to press
in Him no

4. Ttis right to perform works of mercy

§ Susiccri~The Bread of Life, John 6:

kB Christ had performed the miracle of feed-

monstrous doctrine of transubstantiation. The
words were suggested Ly the miracle recorded
in the first part of the chapter, and by the
subsequent mention of DManna. By eating
and drinking we receive that which supports
the body; so by believing in Christ, who shed
His blood upon the crogs for the sins of men,
our souls are saved. Light is thrown upon
the meaning of such figurative languags by
the 35th verse: *‘I am the bread of life: he
that cometh to me shall never hunger; and he
that delieveth on me shall never thirst,” Here
‘coming™ to Christ, and *believiog” on
Christ are equivalent to eating His flesh and
drinking His blood.

V. 57.—* Just as the Son, though equal to
the Iather as touching His Godhead, does
live in an ineftable and inscrutable way,
through and by the Father, the Son never
being without the Father nor the Father with-
out the Son —so in like manner the man who
feeds on Christ enjoys spiritual life, only
through and by Christ.”

Lessoxs.

. 1. How foolish to look to any earthly por-
tion as the highest good. At best itis but
poor food tor an immortal soul. Compare Is.
65: 2, and the 27th verse of this chapter.

2. A crucificd Saviour affords the only

breed that can satisfy the soul. Christ gave
His flesh for us,~—for us He shed His precious
blood. Here alone we have help.
. 3. Tobe saved we must believe in Him,
i. e., receive llim as our Saviour. There is
10 other way of salvation than by vital union
with Christ.

FOURTH SABBATH.
6Slfmr:«':r:—-J’esus the Christ, John 7:40-

Jesus went up from Galilee to Jerusalem
about the midst of the Keast of Tabernacles,
and taught in the temple. Notwithstanding
the bitter hatred of the Scribes and Pharisees,
He publicly claimed to Le the sent of God,
and oftered to grive the water of life to eve)
thirs:fv svul. Very general attention was di-
rected towards him by the multitudes whohad
come up to the feast. The people were very
much divided in their ¢stimate of Him and in
their feeling towards Him. Those whom the
Scribes and Pharisecs influenced, especiall
the people in Jerusalem, regarded Ham wi
no kindly feeling, whilst others wers power-
fully impressed with His teaching and with
the mighty deeds which they had seen him
perform, or of which they had heard.

V. 40.—* The saying” is that contained in
the verses immediately preceding. Most im-
pressive were these words. How high the
claim! This class regarded Him not as the
Messiah, but as the great prophet like unto
Moses predicted in Deut. 18: 15, 18. They
did not know that “the Prophet” was the
Messiah.

V. 41.—At this time there wasa verj gene-~
ral expectation of the Messiah; and the pious
among the people saw in Jesus of Nazareth—

B here, for it s not the matter under dis-
.o, Thero is no ground bere for the

in His life, teaching and miracles, that which
convinced them that He was the Messiah,
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V. 42.—Another party thinking that He
had been born in Galilee, gave this as a proof
that He could not be the Messiah, inasmuch
as Bethlehem was the predicied bivth place.

V. 4.—Christ's hour was not yet come, and
therefore he was not apprehended.

Vs. 45, 46.—From V. 32 we find that the
Pharisee~ and the chief priests had sent officers
to tahe Him.  But these ofticers could not ful-
fil their mission. His teaching completely
disatmed thein. There was in it something <o
authoritative, solemn, impressive and atiee-
tivnate, that they were compelled to give this
high testimony, Never man spake like this
man.

LESSONS.

1. How c¢minent our Lord must have becht
as & public teacher of religion.

2. The evidence that Jesus of Nazareth is
the Messiah cannot be gaiusaid.

3. From Vs. 41 and 42 leamn (1) That
Sutactimes nen either in ignorance or preju
dice put soripture and facts inantagonism s and
(2) That sumetimes those who ~cun very zeal
wus for the Scripture use it against Christ.

FIFTH SABBATIL

SuBJECT:—Freedom by the Truth, John 8:
28-36.

‘The place and time are the same as those of
last lesson. The persuns specially addressed
are the Scribes and Pharisuss ~these
were upjvsed to Christ and who svught His
death.  Sce Vs. 13, 19, 40.

V. 28.—The Jews wouald not listen to
Christ > Jaums that Hehad Leen sent by God.
He tells then here that when He was crudified
they would see that He was the Messiah.
The wonderful events connected with liis
death, resurrection, and ascension, and with
the outpouring ot the Spirit at Pentecost would
prove the truth of His clums.  When Christ
speaks of doing nothing of Himself, as here
and inch, 5: 19 and 30, He dues not mean
that He s not co-equal with the Father, Lut
that He can do notuunyg of His vwn indepuu-
deut authority. Herefers to the pertect union
between Himself and the Father.  See v. 16

V. 30— These words—probably the whule
preceding discourse.

V. 31 —Oualy by abiding in Chuist woull
they evidence the reality of their religion.
Perhaps therr faith was only thatot the heal —
a speculative not a saving faith.

V. 32.-They would by honestly fillowing
Christ not ouly understand the truth of the
gospel, but feel its power in their hearts It
would give them true freedom,—treedom not
ouly from the heavy yoke of Pharisceism, bat
from the bondage of sin.

V. 33.—llere comes out thewr Jewish pride.
Compare Matt. 3: 19. They understond
*bondage ™ in its literal sense.  Andy et their
clabin was not well founded, for at the time
they spuke they were uader Roman dominion.

V. 34.—Sce Rom. 6: 16-20; 2 Pet. 2: 19.

Vs. 35, 36.—** They had spoken of them-
selves as the seed of Abraham. The Lord

1 wurds the belief of the truth of” the gospd, is

who

) £36 to each minister whose conyregatiot

shows them that there may be, of that seed,
two hinds; the son properly <o called, and the
slave. The latter does not abide in the house
for cver; it is not his right nor his position—
¢ ("ast out ¢he bundwoman and her son,” {i. e,
Huagar and Ishmael ] But the son [i. e,
Isaac) abideth ever’ ™ Ye then being in sin,
are carnaly the sons of the bondwoman, and
theretore need liberation,  This liberation can
only take place by wmeans of Him of whom
Isaac was the type—the Seed according to
womizes those only who of His Spirit are
orn agun, and atter [1is image, are traly
suns ot Gud."—ajord. See Gal. 4: 19 to the

end.
LESSONS. .

1. A state of sinis a state of bondage—the
very worst kind of bondage.

2. Many who are under the bondage of sin
kunow it not.  So far from that they kiss the
chains that bind them. .

3. The cordial reception of Chirist, in other

that which aloue can break these cha us and
itroduce into the glorious liberty of the sons
of God.

The Sustentation Fund still does its
work. The Committee’s Report was given
in by the new convener, Dr. Wilson, who
made an excellent speech vn the progres 8
aud state of the great financial supportof §
the Church.  He began by paying an ade
mirable tribute to the transcendent services
of Dr. Buchanan, who for twenty-cight
years had been convener of the Sustentation 38
Committee, and in that capacity had con- §
ducted the fund through many perils and &
difficulties to its present triumphant posic
tion. The form and memory of the la- §
mented father scemed present to all the
members of the house as Dr. Wilson spoke; 8
and trae surruw for the departed swelled 8
every heart. :

The fund this year has reached the un- §
precedented figure of £164,330.  After all &
requisite deductions, this allows £157 a3 8 §
dividend to cach minister, and a surplusof 3

contributes at the rate of 10s. or wnore per
member, with a surplus of £18 to each}
mimster whose congregation contributes ot i
the rate of 7s. 6d. per member, and belov]
10s. It appears that fully 500 ministes
are entitled to the larger surplus. In thet
case the dividend is £193, only £7 belo¥
the full dividend contemplated by ™
Church .
The question of Church Tstablishmet'ig
came up and was discussed for onc whi¥y
day. Sw Henry Moncrictf's motion His
disestablishment was_carried by a vott Oy
397 to 84—over Dr. Begg’s compromish
resolution.



