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- THE BES;I‘-CHRISTMAS YET.
» 'i@ms.vng\;m_mr A. CHEEVER.

- Ib was the day after,Christmas, and Mr.
Burleigh, returned from business, was put-
‘ting on dressing-gown and_slippers as.he
said cheerily:. o ‘ .
.. 4¢Well, wife, how have the children been-
to-day 7 Very happy, I take it, after all the
fun of yesterday.” . . o L
A“Miserable, just miserable !’ was the

discouraged reply. *‘They’ve contended
‘over  their .playthings, wishing in almost
overy caso we. had given them something
different from the article received,”. '~

. % The trouble is,” the mother added,
““our children have learned to cxpect too
‘much, and are actually becoming . exacting
in their requirements.” ’
.+ *T always thought,” said Mr. Burleigh,
*that . it was hardly: possible .to do too
much for the benefit.of young people.’

. % And'in certain directions it is impossi-
ble to do too much for them,” his wife re
-plied, **but the serious question for us.to
~oonsider is, what is really for their benefit 1
1 really believe that if Joe and. Mamie
Fred and Bessie, should fail to receive an-
othersingle })resenb fortwo, or even three
years it would -be the best. thing for them
.possible. . By that time they might bein a
fit-state to enjoy a féw judiciously selected

-presents. . .
* * % * - * *
Nearly a year had passed rapidly.away.
One morning about the first of December,
while the family were gathered around the
breakfast table, Mr. Burleigh gavea de-
tailed account of a visit made the previous
day at the house of a poor woman: whose
husband had dicd some nionths before: -
- And only tho next morning again at
breakfast, Mr. Burleigh had another story
to tell of a family
settled in an alley at the rear of his store,
-ond the father having béen taken sick di-
rectly upon their arrival in a strange coun-
. try, their condition was deplorable in the
extreme. Thatsame evening Mr. Burleigh
-had a Jong talk with his wife, -~ - {7
A morning or ‘two later, Joe remarked
with & merry chuckle., . -~ . .

-4 ON, ho ! Christmas is alinost here, then'
hurrah for the Christmgstree |”- " " .

¢¢ Yes, hurrdh“for.the Christmas tree !”

‘echoed Fred,’ P :

.~ But Mr. Burleigh romained  quite sober
in the midst of their. pleased surmisings,
and said seriously, - S

1 doubt very much if we have a Christ~
mas tree this year.” S

**Why, papa Burleigh !’ exclaimed ‘i
chorus of young voices. B

“How many presents do you suppose
the Meeker children will receive this year
-asked Mr. Burleigh, !* the childven of the
widow about whom I told you a morning or
two ago. . Thenthere are the Switzenburr's,
the forlorn foreignors whose father is still
so very low -that the city physician has
doubts of his recovery. + - . ‘

“Well,” broke in Joe, a troubled look on
.his facs, ** we can send some of our old
playthings to the Mecker children ; we al-
ways send some wway.” :

_ ‘*The Meekers need a great deal beside
toys and such things,” .said Mr. Burleigh
gravely. . :

I don't see why we can’t have a Christ-
mas-tree, and lhelp tho poor folks too,”
‘snid Mamie, with a rebellious look.

“Poor folks needn’t expect Christmas
presents,” pubtin Frank,

‘ Not new ones,” added Bessie.

Mr. Burleigh looked grieved. Had su-
perabundance of necdless gifts developed
selfishness to such pitiless degreo in his own
dear children ? T :

‘“What made Jesus Christ come down to
earth 7 suddenly asked their mother,

“To save sinners,” promptly answered
two or three voices, '

“Did he pleaso himself ?”

*For even Christ plcased not himself,"
answered well-instructed Mamioand Bessie.

“Did he come to minister unto ?”

** The Son of Man camo not to bo minis-
tered unto, but to minister,” again” an-
swered the little girls; the boys looked
sullen and made no replies.

- Now, Ihave decided,” began Mr. Bur-
leigh, “to put & sum of moncy in your
mother’s hands, to be used in any way all
-you four can_agree upon as being tho best
.way and most’ acceptable one in the
sight of God.  If you decide that your cus-

of emigrants who had |’

tomary presents cannot be dispensed with

| Nl

the weck vbeforc.Chris‘b;flns,‘ this moriey can

| be equally divided amhong you, and you can

choose your own gifts. Or, if in'afew days
you conelude that, in view of the crowded

‘state of the. play-room, hook-shelves and

toy-closet, you will on the Christ-day strive
to please others.rather than yourselves,
you can count on all riceded advice and as
sistance from both mother and me. “Ileavé
the matter entirely with you.” :
““We don’t know what those foreign folks
want,”” said Joe doggedly. L »
¢‘Oh, no,” said Mr, Burleigh, pléasantly:
it will involve goiiif to seo themin order
to find out. I would be happy totake you
there any time ; lads of fourteen and eleven
are none too young to- learn a little some-
thing ‘of the necessities of the poor.” -

- “Then T suppose girls of ten and twelve,

are none too young cither,”. said their mo-
ther. ‘Tl take my little dangliters to'call
on the Meekers any time they-may wish to
go.” R o
~- The parents:were painfully cognizint of
the dissatisfied faces of the-four children
as they passed out of -the dining-réom, but
no further notico was taken of them.: |

“Fumph !*pretty to do, Tshould think

ejaculated Joe, as they filed disconsolately
into thelibrary.. ‘“No:Christmas-tree, and
no presents unless we buy them ourselves !
Nice, isn't it, to see your Christmas money
going to'alot of foreigners. and beggars !”
‘“’Taint gone yet,” -said Mamie.. -
¢‘There’s one thing about it,” said Bessie,

the youngest, -*‘they’d be pretty sure to

like whatever they got.” ,
* . “I—was —thinking,” "hegan Mamie,
thoughtfully, ““how it would seem if I
nover had presents, to” have 'somo good,
kind people come and give me lots of things
that I liked and needed.” - -~ - -
¢* That would be kinder nice,” said Joe,
looking a little mollified. - .
“Yes, and I suppose toys and candy are
just as sweet and nice to poor folks as to
us,” said Bessie.” '~ ST
- The children discussed but little else ex-
cept the niatter of the Christmas_money
for a'day or twoj:then Mr. Burleigh im-

proved an opporbinity of ‘taking, the two’

lads to call-at the Switzenburrs’, and the
same ‘afternoon Mamio and Bessic went
with theit: niother to the homeg of the

“Did  you 'notice, mamma,”"
asked the next day, *‘how cold the room
was at Mrs. Meeker’s, and what a miserable

1 thin-looking old quilt she had on thebed "

_ ““Yes, Mamie, I noticed it, and I have
no doubt that’ miserable "as'it appeared. it
wag the best- quilt she owned. Suppose
you and Bessie, with my assistance, makea
pair of thick, warm comforters; it would
not take very Jong, and would leave all
the moro money for otlier things: than if
webought them ready made.” . ; '

¢“Oh, delightful I” exclaimed Mamie,
and off sho ran ‘to find Bessie, who was
equally ready to putsome work into their
new plan, '

It would take far-too much space were
half the details related of the next three
weeks' doings at the: Burleighs' house.
But the children, declared over and over
again that they had never.begunto feel so
happy in anticipation of expected. Christ:
mas gifts as they did in _looking forward
to hestowing these real . benefits ‘upon
others; and Joe declared with' boyish

eagorness thut it seemed as if the day would.

never come, ] . :
At last all the arrangements were.com-

pleted. On Christmas morning, Joe and

Fred prosented themseclves at the barren
home of the Switzenburrs, their ‘arms’

filled with offerings in tho way of toys;

rice, sugar and candy. Soon after their

arrival a waggon droveup, from which was
handed out the maberials for a goodly
dinner,—baskets of coal, some wood and a
bag of flour ; then appeared some coarse
but warm bedding. - '

As the different supplios were crowded
into the two rooms, the little children
fairly shouted for joy, while the poor
father, slowly recovering from his long ill-
ness, raised his thin hands, cjaculating
foebly: ““Mine Ctott! Oh, mine goob
Gott | How we tanksthee :” and fourteen-
year-old Joe, unused to such touching
scones, whispered huskily to Fred } _

‘T say, let’s put out of this ; it makes a
feller want to blubber right out loud I”

But Fred, full of the joyous spirit ,of the:
scene, wus saying to the German mother :

. Mamie |

© T only wish I knew how' to cook ; Td

‘take hold and help you get the dinner.”

But the blushing little woman replied
briskly.: o S

“w b, T gooks vell ‘nough ven I geds de

tings to gook mit ;” and finding that Joe

had already skipped off, Fred followed him does this healing show as Lo tho character of -

amidst & shower of imperfectly expressed
feelings. Joo's' double query, as Fred
joined him, would have sounded incon-
gruous enough to.one unacquainted with its
bearings.s - . . . T

* Well, Freddy, my boy, wasn't.it most
enough-to break.your heart, and  didn’t it
make you fairly want to shout for joy.!” .

As they ‘ontered their own home Joe
mmade another telling observation : '
~ “See_ here, Frad, did ever this dear old
house seem 8o yarm, or smell so sweet,. or
look half 8o beautiful - as, it does this
moment ¥’ ... I o
~- And the merry-hearted Fred, impressed
with . Joe's” serious 'manner, answered
thoughtfully: . = - - : :
~- ““Honestly, Joe,- I was just thinking
that myself.” - .-~ . -

:Mamie’s eyes looked a little red, but
Bessie, ‘all lifé and animation, sprang at
once to her papa’s kiiee, exclaiming: -~ -

. *“Oh, papa Burleigh, if you only could
a-seen little Kittie and Jessie Meeker when
we took out the candy bags! They just
squealed ! Mrs. Mecker, she couldn’t say
it when she tried to thank us for the com-
forters, and the provisions that came from
{Continued on Last Page.) *

. SCHOLARS' NOTES.
(From International Question Book.), :
LESSON 1L-JANUARY 13.
A SABBATH IN THE LIFK OF JESUS,—
‘ Mark1: 2131, o
ComMmIT VERSES 21, 22,
GOLDEN TEXT.
. Asg his custom was, ho went into the synagoguo
on the Sabbath day.—ILulko 4 : 16, =
CENTRAL TRUTH. s
- Josus and his religion are full of blessod words
and works for all. e T ;
- DAILY READINGS,
. Mark1:12-20,..., - . .
- T, Mark: 2131 .
W, Mait. 8:14-17,
Th., Lukod : 3141, :
. P8,-103 2122, - BRI T
Sa. Ps.42:1-12, C
- Sw: Luko1:68-80. : e
-+ "HELPS OVER 'HARD PLACES, '+
. Jesus next spends_tho last part of a year and
a half in Galileo. 21, Capernawm: a city on the

M

north-ivest coast of the Sca of Galileo, supgosed. .
yma-,

to -have contained 30,000 inhabitants,- l{n -
gogue: o placo of assembly, like our modern
church. 22. Taught..... .authorztf/ 2 he spoke as
one who. knew -all thlnj;s, for ho did know.
Scribes: thelearned people.of the Jews. 23, Un-
clean Spirit: called unclean, because he made
theman unclean, unholy, vile, in body and soul,
25. Hold thy n f
spirit. would injure a good causo. Even the
truths a liar tclls arc thought to bo lies. 26,
Cried with a loud voice : an inarticulate cry, not
a word of spcech, which Jesus had forbidden.
2. What new doctrine: rather, feaching; re-
ferring to both matter and manner. . dnd they
do obey him: his miracles added authority to
his words. 29.  Forthwith: immediately,- 30.
Sick of « fever : Luko says, a great fever: they
woere common at Capernaum on account.of tho
marshes. 31 Sheministercd : showing that the
curo was instantancous and complote. 32, A¢
cven : they came then, (1) as_the Elensantcst timo
for the sic¥c 3 (2) the nows had just got around ; (3)
their Sabbath ended ab sunsct, and the people
felt at liberty to go abroad anddo any needed
work. 3i. Healed many: showing tho divine
mission® of Jesus, to hcal, to help, to comfort, to
suve. Divers: various, - Suffered notthe devils
to speak : they know his true nature,but it would
bo bad to have tho false and bad bear testimony
to the true and holy. :

SUBJECT : THE BLESSED WORDS AND
-WORKS OF JESUS.

R < . QUESTIONS,

I. WONDERFUL WORDS OF LIFE (vs. 21, 22).—-
“ And they went into Capernaum,” from what

laco? (v. 16. Luked ;10, 81) What can you
ge]] about Capernaum? Point it out on the map..

‘How did@ Jesus spend his Sabbaths? - What
docs his_examplo teach us? 'Why ought wo to
attend church on tho Sabbath? What is a syna-

ogue? ' . .
.g \‘i’lmt did the people think of Jesus’ teaching?
What is meant by d%ct,rino here? Why werg the
poople astonished ? - How did Jesus' teachin
differ from Lhat of tho Jewish fcachers? Wha
peculiar authority had the teaching'of Jesus?

II. DELIVERANCE ¥ROM EVIL SPIrits (vs, 23-
28).—What happencd while the services of the

‘synagoguc were in progress? What is an un-

clean spirit? - Why arc demons called unclean 7
How cnpn such havé-power'over men? What did
this demon call Jesus? What contrast is ex.
ressed by unclean spirit and Holy One of God ?
WVhy did Jesus silence him 2 What'did Jesus dao
for thoman? What does -this express to us of
the power of Christ? - (Eph. 6:10-12,) . -
AWhat comfort and help can we derive from
thispower in our Saviour?. Whatare somo of
the ovil spirits which need to be cast out in our
day? Can Jesus cast them ont? . :
III. Savine HeELp IN SIiCKNESS (vs. 20-31).—
‘Which of Christ'’s disciples lived at Capernaum?

Who was sick? Mcaning of anon? Why did he
take her by the hand? What_shows that the
curg was completo

.| soul? How does rchicving” the bodily

peace: tho testimony of a bad | sl

5:14, 15.)" How docs Jasus help. us now in our

ﬁckgn)cssesi (James 5:15; Rom. 8:28; John

IV.. GREAT DELIVERANCES FRroM MANY
TROUBLES: (vs. 32-34).—~Who guathcred - around
Jesus in tho evening? Why did they wait till
after sunset? In what way did the well help ho
sick 7 -“'What oxample is-this forus?- - ... = =
‘What kind of discases -were healed? What

Christ? As to the compassion of God? (s 103:
2-5.) - Does Christianity still do this same work of
healing 7 (John 14:12,)  In what ways? L
In what respects:-is sin liko o discase? How
docs healing the body typify tho-healing of the
"wants of
men aid usin saving them from sint » = -

LESSON IL.—JANUARY. %0, .
HEALING OF . THE LEPER.—Mark:7 :35-5.
* Commit VERSES 40,41, - . .

. GOLDEN ‘TEXT., - ' :
As soon as he had sPoken, immediately tho
lOR}‘OSﬂ (}o};x:lzrtod from him, and ho was-cleansed,
—Mark1:42,. ., | : "

CENTRAL TRUTH,

Sin is a terrible ovil; bul;’Jesus'willsm-q nl_l'

who go to him in faith. -
. DAILY. READINGS,
‘M. Mark1: 3545,
T, Matt. 4:2325:8: .
W, Luked:42-44; 5:12-15,
Th. Luko 17 : 11-19.
F. Matt. 15:21-31.
Sa. Kazck 36.22-32, )
Su. Epll,_ 2:1-10, .
HELPS OVER HARD PLACES, .
35. 4 great while before day . thisvas Jesus'
only method of being alone for prayer and com-
munion with God.
scasons of prayer. And there
Jesus needed communion with

w o

araycd: liko us,
od. Especially

as now he was about to enter upon a new plan of.

work, and go forth with his disciples on their.
first missionary tour.. 36, And Simon ; Peter, as
usual, taking the lead. 38, Therefore. came I
forth : from heaven and his Father,. He came to
teach and prench to all. 40.'d leper 2 oncafllicted
with the leprosy, a foul, deforming, incurable,
hereditary, contagious, painful disease that shut
men out irom the companionship of-the pure.
Ifthow wilt, thowcanst: this was tho first timo
a leper had asked to_be healed, so far as re--
corded ; but the man knew that many had been
healed of terrible and dcadly discases by Jesus,
and thereforo knew he could heal him:~ But ho
fearcd that Jesus would not want to help a de-
formed, jmpure outcast. 41. Touched him:.to
show that the healing camo from him, It ox-

ressed Jesus' compassion. It could nof ‘defile

¢sus, for tho curative power was .in _him.. J
will: men healed by instrumentalities ; Josus by
the act'of his will, " 44, Say nothing to any man ;
1) He mustnot touch others till ho was ceremoni-

- 'g.!ly clean, (2) Jesusdid not wish to call attention

. tohismiracles,buttolay cmphasis on histeaching®
(3) 11t *would drayw so gmny to bo healed that he

- |+yould have ‘no_time ' to_preach...Offcr Sfor-thy
" |cleansing s (Lav,,

14744-1.). For @ testimony ; he
must go-to Jerusalem, and lct the.authorized
priests declare thoe hoplin§ perfect. It tostifled
nlso that Jesus obeyed the la N

W :

K

" | SUBFEGT : AN-OBIECT LESSON OF SIN AND
| SUBIECE: AN QN ATION,

oo N

QUESTIONS, . .

1,- PREPARATION FOR WORK BY PRAYER (V.
35)-—Where did Jesus go ezu‘li' the next morn-
ing? Why did he rise socarly? Why goto a
golitary place? What need did - Jesus hayo of
prayer? (Heb., 4:15.) Can we work well for
Christ without much prayer? Why not? Why
do we need secret prayer as well as public wor-
hip? What command did Jesus give about
this? (Matt, 6:6.) How many and what lessons
do.we learn from this example of Christ ?

II, CARRYING THE GOSPEL TO ALL MEN (vs,
36-30.)—Who noted Jesus’ absence, and went out
to find him?_ Whatdidthey say lo Jesus? Why
did tho people seck Jesus? Was this a reason
why. Josus s?mu]d go out and preach? .

W&hut did Jesus now propose to do? What
réason did he give? How long did this mission-
ary tour last? Over what region did it extend ?
Why is casting out.dovily mentioned again?-
How would his healing help his preaching? In
what. ways is_the religious work of saving men

aided by ministering to their temporal wants] |

Should the twoalways go together?

IIT, THE Lurrosy: A Tyrr o Six (v, 40.)—
What onoincident of this tour istold? What
is a leper? Are thore any such in our day?
Describe theleprosy. Show how it is a typo of
sin in its all-pervasive loathsomeness and im-
purity (Rom, 1:20-32 ; Matt. 15:19) ; its being in-
curablo by human power (Rom, 7:24, 25); ity
contagiousness (1 Cor. 15:33); its being often
hereditary. (Rom. 5:12); its dcforming cffects;
its shutting out from the companionship of the
pure, (Rov. 21:27.) ,

IV, Tue CURE: A TYPE OF SALVATION (va. 40
44).—~What did the leper say to Jesus? Did theso,
words show faith? In what respeets was this
leper an example of the way in which the sinner
should_comg_to Christ? How did Jesus heal
him? \Vh{ did ho.touch him? What was the
effcet? - What did Jesug tell him to.do? ‘Why
must he say nothing? What offering must he
make? -Where? How would this_bo a testi-
mony unto them? To what should eovery con-
verted sinner testify? Did the man obey?
What were the effcets of his disobedienco ?

——— P eianme.

LIESSON CALENDAR.
NS (First Quarter, 1850,)

*1, Jan. 6.—Tho Mission of John the Baptist.—
. Mark1:1-11 ’ S
2. Jan, 13.—A Sabbath in the Life of Jesus,

~—Mark L's 2854,

18, Jan. 20.—Healing of the Lepers~Mark 11
‘!4'. J ulﬁ"?ﬁ:—)—lforg'i\.'oncssv and Héa;liné.‘—_}\‘lurk
; 5. Fob. 315_‘:;’.](‘)}‘0 Parablo of t.ﬁo ,S;owi'ox:.—];iurk
‘6. Feb, 10.—The Fierco Demoniac.—Mark 5:1-
A Fcb:.o. i‘?;—Tho Tinid Woman's Touch.—-Mark

3
What are we told todoinsickness? (James

e

A4 A

i e e e e oy,

~ 8, Feb: 24.—The Great Teacher and the Twelve, .
—Mark 6:1-13, T -

very ono nceds solitary-
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-~ THE HOUSEHOLD.
' TELLING . THE STORY. '
Little Blue-eyesis sleepy; } :

.. Come here and be.rocked tosleep ;.

- Shall I sing to you; darling, or tell you
.~ Thestory of little Bo-Peep?® . ;
"~ Or the cows that gotinto the meadow, ..

Boy Blue, fast asleep in the hay?
‘If I'mto be storyteller, *- =
"What shall I tell you, pray?
_“Tell me"—the blhie eyes opened
.- Like pansies when they blow—
“'0f tho baby in the manger, .
- The little child-Christ, youknow.
I1like to hear that tory ‘
“The best of all you tell,” *
"* + Arid the little one nestled closer,
<1 As the twilight shadows fell,

Then I told my darling over

. .The'old, old tale again
Of the babe born in thie manger,
- And the Christ who died for men
Of the great warm heart of Jesus,
" And the.children whom he blest,
Like the bluc-eyed boy who listened

Ag he lay upon my breast,

And I prayed, as my darling slumbered,
That this child, with eyes so sweet,
"Might learn from his Snviour lessons,
. And sit at.the Master’s feet.
- Pray God he may never forgot it,
‘" But alwayslove to hear: )
"‘The old and besutiful story,
That now to him is dear.
—Eben E, Rexfaord, in Youth's Companion,
AR . et e N
SUNDAY DINNERS. .
A writer in Foman's Work writes as
follows : *On the Sabbath the busy house-
wife -should rest, expand her soul, and let

day lift her mind above the every-day, cares
of life; She should receive that spititual

.meet bravely the trials of another week. -

‘ How much better to have our children
remember that mother set apart that day
. for soul culture, for long, quiet talks with
‘her ‘little “ones, ‘impressing .upon .fheir
- young . minds that it was a day of rest, but

~H-momikllencsl. ; In some respects it i a busy
4| diy for us, but how like a'green oasis Ji¥'the
desert it is compared to six daysoflabor. -
“I prepare our Sabbath = diiheir on
Baturday, and.if you. will try my plan’ once
you will* scarcely care to go back “tohot
dinners. I bakea loaf of bread and a cake
and “prepare meat in some .form—ham,
‘beef; tongue or chicken. Itis then I'use
my -preserves, jellies, pickles and canned
fruits. There are so many dainty desserts
“to be eaten cold, and with iced tea, milk
or lemonade, an excellent dinner can be
gotten up on short notice. I often stew.a
chicken on Saturday, seasoning with salt,
pepper and butter, but omitting wmilk.
When nearly done, take off and set in-the
cellar, covering it close. Sabbath, build a
brigk fire of kindlings, put on chicken with
-milk, adding thickening, and let it boil up ;
| or add drop-dumpiiiigsif liked ; this makes
-n good relishable dish, and with but little
trouble, Then cook & can of corn or toma-
toes, and you have an excellent dinner.”
X N - .

CARE IN USING CANNED FOODS.

When a person who does not-know how
to uso canned fruits, meats and vegetables
peta ‘“ poisoned,” he charges the fault upon
the can or the soldering ; he seems to be
utterly unconscious, because, ignorant of
his own fault in the case, In the use of
canned foods certain. precautions must be
obsetved. The food must be turned out of
the.can, as soon as opened. - Never onany
-account add vinegar, saucés, ete,, to canned
foods while they ave -in the tins, and if

such mixtures to remain in the cansan
-hour or s0. Canned foods are put up a8
fresh as possible and after they are opened

think -they. will, with the exception of
sardines, which may be kept several days,
- A person should use the same common
sense in eating canned fruits, vegetables

not canned, and that sense should be sound
in either case. A proper use of the nose
and eyes is enough to detect bad food
whother canned or not," though some
people ave foolish' enough:to. think that

.after the cans are

opéned as well as before,
—Selected. Lo :
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‘| Holeft a lond of anthracite |

the sweet hallowed influences of thatholy

aid and comfort which will enable her to]

from forgetfulness it is done, never allow.

‘will not keep as long as people generally.

and meats that is-used in regard to food |

eanning. guarantees . the -keeping = of -food

By

- PHE CHRISTMAS ANTHRACITE. -

~. In front of a poor woman’s door, -
‘When the deep snow, frozen and white,
‘Wrapped street and square, mountain nnt_l
.~ moor. . -’ B .
“e -t . Thatwas hisdeed ;
o - Hedid itwell; - -0
i “What was his creed ?” -
' ) 1 cannot teil. ) _
Blessed * in his basket and in hig storo,” -
In sitting' down and inrising up; 7
_ When mors he gothe gave the more, -
"~ 'Withholding not the crust and cup, +
_. Hetook tho lead L
- Ineach good tusk.” .. ...
- “3Vhat was his creed ?”
-Tdid not ask,

His charity was ke the snow, .

_ Soft, white and silent in itsfall{.

Not like the noisy winds that blow

From shivering troes theleaves ; a pall
For flower nnd weed,
- Drooping below,
* What was his creed$”
The poor may know.

He had great faith in loaves Qt bread,
For hungry people young and old, .
And hope inspired, kix{d_ words he said
To those hesheltered from the cold. :

For wo must feed

* Aswell ag pray.

“ What was his creed 2"
I cannot say:

-

. In words he did not put his trust,
His faith in words he never writ,
He lovéd to share his cup and crust
With all mankind who needed it.
In time of nced )
A friend was ho, .
“IVhat was his creed ”
He told not me.

e
THE. OPIUM HABIT,
(Letter in the Housekeeper.)

‘DEar Frienps,—Every day éarnest ad-
vocates of temperanco are entering the
lecture field, and we hear some loud notes
of remonstrance against tlie uso of tobaceo ;
while agiinst the use of opium we seldom
liear wore than a few faint murnurs of dis-
approbation, - One greab reason is becuause
its 08¢ ¢an be“earried on-with:such secrecy.

~dnon,

any degree-of certainty, how many aro ad-
dicted to it j and ib.is seldom that we meet
with such an instance of charming’ simpli-
city and Trankness as it was my lot to meet
last winter. A country school teacher; or-
‘dinarily intelligent, we will suppose, was
staying withus overnight.. When I showed
her to her room_ and expressed tho hope
that she would rest well, she replied that
sho did not expect to, as she taught school
all night usually.. - I remarked that ¢ all
day ought to be enough,” and 'laughingly
‘inguired if she ever took anything for.her
nerves.
when I am at horne my friends are -in the
habit of giving me morphine powders.” ' I
could say nothing ‘more in the face of such
charming .candor, so I left her. Hers was
probably not an’extreme case, but she had
made a beginning and alveady felb the.lack
of the drug when the usua) hour for taking
it arrived.. -Ah! : It is the first steps that
are so hard to retrace! And, alas, it'is
only the first steps that are possible to re-
trace. " : e

Often the first introduction is.given by

‘the family doctor, one whom.you have
trusted, -perhaps, for yenrs, ' Surely, the
vietim thinks, itis all rightif he says ‘“take
it whenever you feel the old pain coming
on.” And again, the patient often takes
it, .entirely unconscious of its name ‘or :na-
ture until, before he is aware, it" hias be-
come anecessity. Under the head of opium
1 would 'put all stimulants that” partaké of
its nature, from the paragotic that the mo-
-ther keeps in the house for baby’s use (but
who. takes it herself until the bottle-goes 5o
often to the -druggist’s to bo refilled that
they begin to see and understand. what it
all ineans), up-to the pure drug itself, one
taste of which ought tobe enough to last an
ordinary life-time. .

I shall never forget my first term at
school. - There was one small boy of about
my own age who could not keep.awake,
He would go to sleep at the first unoceu-
pied moment, and:various were the methods
adopted by the teacher to rouse him.  She
even resorted to sprinkling cold water on
his face. . I afterward learned that his stu-

e

pidity was caused-by his mother's giving

“fwork ! In this case, of course, the treat-

| slave to opium.
ence and deadening of the physical poweérs.

.-{ the boundary line from- which there would

" lserter of . scene that fixed jtself finnly in
"} my memory, and relates particularly to this
.| matter, A physician of the highest stand-

Jafter: he had prescribed for the .patient

" <| plained ‘of a severe neuralgic pain in the

-| own:inedicine, and I have wondered many
" times sineé whether he had conquered the

‘| the habit had conguered him. I once

{ who, on one occasion, found herself with-
‘out means to obtain more of the. precious

Jopium, and peace and quiet reigned again.

a$ to'make it impossible to-aseertain with

This was.. her ‘answer: *“Yés;

‘| Never mind if you don’t make your fortune

than stimulants in any form.

!1iiﬁ~ia15gé' doses of soothing syrup when an
Ainfant, to-quiet him in order thatshe might

mient not being continued, the boy outgrew
the ofleets of 1t'in a great degreo ;_but the
samo inactivity of brain is noticeable inthe
The samo listless indiffer-

This refers only” to cases that-have passed

seem fo be no returning.  The time to make
abravo fight for freedom is before this point
has been reached, . . ‘
' About a year ago I was an interested ob-

ing had been called some ten miles out iiito
the country to visit a sick woman, and,

and iyas about to start oub again, he com-

liéad, and szid he believed he would take &
little: morphine, as it had rélieved him im-
mediately on former oceasions. It was the
uncommon spectacle of a doctor taking his

habit, if habit it had become, or whether

knew o person long addicted to ibs use,

drug. , For two days she walked the floor,
in an agony of mind and body, unable to
concentrate her thoughts upon anything
‘slse, . Anxious relatives did all in their
power to relieve the physical suffering, but
all to no purpose. . At last the'sceret came
out,” A messenger was- dispatched for

I was quite young at the time, but it made
a profound impression on my mind, and I
firmly resolved that I:would never allow
myself to be such a slave to appetite as
that. What ““reasonable reason” can there

herself bonds which can not be broken,
and:which drag down the mind as wel] as
the'body to the lowest possible depths?
Back of all effects wo are to look for causes,
and, indivectly bearing upon this subject,
we lfind one great fault in. the-prevailing.
.methods of rushing through lifé,  Our work
is_#ohe with.a-rush, .eur meals-all eaten in

for:pleasure, if indéed we¢ have any ave
spent in rushing around, tho ohly object

but wearied in mind and body.. Much bet-
ter would it be, if only a short time can be

‘What matbter if tho world eall'it Inziness ?
“If the increased happiness of yourself and’
your fingers-ab the world. ) p
.. When women have learned to- take

work, that kills, we shall have fewer cases
of - nervous prostration, nervous debility,
ete., and there will beless need of anything
in-the character of & stiniulant, especially
among the weaker sex. -And the advice
holds good for the lords of creation as wéll.
Tako time for an outing occasionally

this yesr or next. - You will be the better
prepared to.enjoy it when it does come if
you are not worn out with the eflort put
forth:to. gain it. With plenty of good,
wholesome food and the requisite amount of
rest, you ought to bo able to get through
any ordinary amount of work without the
aid of ‘stimulants. If.you cannot,. look
closely for the cause and try to.find some
other remedy with less attendant dangers

NELLIE SHERWOOD,
-It is with sadness that wo confess our
‘belief that this dreadful habit is on the in-
crease among women, and we hope-.our
friends will sound their warnidg against
this terrible evil far and wido ; fornot only
the victims themselves suffer and make all
around them bow their heads with shame
and grief, bub the innocent little children,
the unborn babes, by the frowning law of
heredity are sure to be injured in mind and
body. You husbands, who permit. your
wives to overwork, take warning before
it' is too late; for it is tired, over-
‘worked, worn-out women who seck the

be for any-sane person thus weaving about |-

tsh, and ‘even " our spare’ mdmenty|:>

seeming to be to crowd as much as‘is pos-|. -
siblo into a’ short space of time;: and then'|.
back again to our work, not atall refreshed, |

spared, to spend it in bed where. rest can’|
be found, which is what the working wo-|; -
man neceds much more. than recreation.’)

family is the direct result, you may snap |
1. 6. Sho wroto anacreontic poetry. . .

things casy, and romember it is worry, not | h

Tired women fly to it as men fly to
the use of intoxicating liquors, and the
habit, once formed, . binds as strongly- as’
the chains of the liquor habit. * It first ex-
hilarates and makes them ** feel new,” and
then a larger dose producen’a condition on
the .same -plan as drunkenness, One is
opium drunkenness;, the other aleoholic
drunkenness, that 'is all the’difference.
Women take to this form of intoxication
more than to the liquor habit (though that
numbers its victims by tlie thousands, too)
because of the secrécy with which it can bo
carried on, in tho- early stages. 'No rank
smelling breath betrays the mother ; no-
body suspects the” disgraceful ‘truth till
she begins to ‘‘act queer;” or.till some
emergency makes it impossible - for her to
get the drug. - Then there is o stato of “af-
fairg which can’ only be compared-'to de-

livium tremens, Weo' know of- just such a

case. - A tired out, hard-working farmer's

wife becameo almost insane through the

overtaxing of her vital forces.  Shobecamo

addicted to the use of the drug in the form

of chloral, and after that there was no liy-

ing with her if it was nob in the house,

Fortunately her children were nearly all

grown up, and in a few years, death merci-

fully closed the scene. Naturally, she was

a mild, pleasant industrious woman,  _What
a cruel fate is this | - And how can we help
exclaiming against our present mode of life
when there is'not one woman in twenty
who-is not eruelly over-worked? What is
the remedy —Editor Housekeeper.

. — ———

' PUZZLES.—NO. 26.
CHRISTMAS ANAGRAM,

A harbinger blest is the theme of my song,

A message it sends all the ages alopg— .
A message of pardon, of peace, and of love,
To children on earth from & father above.

Blessings como from thee, thou dweller afar,
Beauty and gladness thy followers aro ;
Hope for the hopeless, forgiveness for those .
Who will the graco of acceptanco disclose,

Now; in tho season of feasting and joy,
Let us the pleasure of giving employ.
Sharing our, blessings, our gifts, am'l our glad-

ness .- L
With lonely ones, drgoping in sorrow anéd sad-
ness, - : -

Spiribof Chirlstrmas! abido with us yet,

Even should troublo our pathway beset,

There with the besthelm of earth for our guide,
- Wo will.be blest}qute\'qp,b_etigq; Lo -
T W pOUBLE ACROSTIC,

‘1. The calendar o€ years of war and peace,
.9, A gift that oftentimes turns friends to foes,
6.

To draw together with asure decreaso.

The poet’s word for crowned heads' ropose,
To punish where just punishment is due.
Where pictures numberless are daily made.
7. Though ever distant, ever still in view,

My whole midwinter brings—'tis no'er delayed.
In different ways, I pray you mark,

My moaning’s twico conveyed.

HIDDEN DEATREN DEITIES.

1. Such & chil}, especially that which Y hadlast
‘night, I neverfelt before. -

49, That hateful name has no merey In it.
- 3, Ho rang the boll on & windy night.

4, They haveno right to libol me in the paper.

8
T4
5,

6. I hear sho hasleft for Indiana. .
7, Her lover atoned for the wrong he had done

er.
8. You will always find mo where business re-

‘quires me.

9, That hateful name shonld perish.

10. Is sit & verb nenter? Potor says it is. .

11, T admire that promise in which ho confldes.
12, Such floral beauties charm the sighht,.
13.- Ilas the famous Macgreggor gone South,
14, Heheeamo enamored with her beauty,
15. Said he, “Lena iy tho girl of my choice.”
16, He romanced too much about her.
17. Little Anderson said they camo to a tragic

end. .
n1(8 Ircad Tupper's provorbial philosophy last

week,

19. Such an inoffonsive being should not have
suflered ns she did.

20. Yoften wonder at the strango assertions of
the Greeks. i

91, What you desire never can be had,

22, Let her go and enjoy herself,

23, She sang that song to enliven us.

24, The miner values that nuggot at a hundred
dollars.

25, Is Palestine a pasturcland?

26, Let us stop and rost.,

27. Tho tyrants can't disperse

able.
28, So London i3 to he your future residence
29, Will you wear that vest again?
30. That noxious wced grew in a marshy place,
31, Whaas it peppermint ho gavo her?
32, Tt was pleasant to hear him tell ono story
after another about his strange adventures.

S. MoORx,

ﬁs, thoy are not

Qucbec, . i

ANSWERS TO PUZZLES. ~NUMBER 23,

FN1gMA.~New ark, Newark., :

Brneapings.—1. Heart-ear. 2, smile-mile. 8.
ball-all. 4. lash-ash, 4. brow-row. 6, wink-ink. 7.
h]ink-link. 8. glance-lance. 9, stare-tare, 10. hair-
air. .

ENIgMA.—Search the Sceripture.

A SprLniNg LessoN.—~TOBACCO,

PUZZLERS HEARD FROM,
Corrcct answers have been sent by Mary, E.

fictitious ‘strength of this terrible drug.

Sparrow, Percy Morrison, Hapnuh L Greene.
'\

T ——

— ———

R

A

o R

N



 NORTHERN MESSENGER.

" CHRISTMAS IN BETHLEHEM:
- Bethlehem is an almost entirely Christian
‘city, of five thousand inhabitents ; these
"Christians belonging to the Roman Catho-
Jie, Greek, and Armenian Churches, there
being only about one hundred Protestants,
~who are eonverts from these churches, : -
.. Aswo near‘the town on-Christmas Bve;:
we see the road from:Jérusalem covered

“tidans, in almost every imaginable costume.
-Cliey” are all bound for Bethlehem, as it is
customary for; great numbers of -the . resi-
dents. of Jerusalem’to . gpend Christmas
-there, where the Roman Catholic Church
celebrates -it. with- great . ceremony.  The
Catholics go .thore.»s worshippers, while
- Hundreds of ; others go as spectators of the
~ceremaonies. There being no_vehicles: of
»any kind between theso two places, poople
;have -to- get. thero -on . - .- . .
rhorses, donkeys, mules,”.. .
‘and . camels. - Numbers™™

.of people walk to Bethle-
-hem, ag it is.only o dis- ~ -
‘tanco of five miles. - The )
‘road ‘has a'gay appear- ' : ¢
-ence on this December
‘afternoon.” The sun is
:shining brightly and the

‘fields ‘are " covered with

!whito and pink crocuses. :

“There .go n party. of
:Buropean ladiesand gen-
.tlemen,  mounted on.. . |
:horseback; a company of @i
“desert -Arabs, with Jarge
“yellow silk handkerchiefs
‘on their heads,. ticd-on .
; with black rope, madeof = :
-enmel’s-hair ; some Rus- -
‘sian pilgrims, wearing. -
isheepskin dre§ses, with .
‘the wool inside ; then.a .
{largé party of nativée men”
‘and avomen, astride don- .-
-keys, without stirrnps, the -
ssaddles having. a- large . -
-eughion-in front to. keep: -
“thie rider from flymg over-

-his head when the tlon‘kc’y. %
:stumbles, which is oftenf -
“and some.stubborn onek: §
‘insist on trotting mnesr:
‘tho: “edgo "of 'a’ deep

JTavine, down; a hill,"ou.
i 3:1 slippery rocks. Tver

onkey : has “bells ijb‘g;ing{ v
‘his néck, and a boy-.to -
Tun-behind and poke hint-. .-
up with a sharp stick or
long needle,  ~ -~
" Our notice is attracted - -
to a long line of horse-
men. It is the Catholic-
Patriarch_of ‘Jerusalom,
going -~ to - Bethlehem.
This procession -ig very
grand, large, and varie:
gated. = A squad of
mounged policemen, gay-

ly -attired, head the pro-
cession ; cavalry; Be-.
douins, on their Arabjan
steeds. The Patriarchis
clothed in his - purple
cloak and enrdinal hat.
A great company of .
bishops, priests and
dencons. are in his suite.
Then_ follow" a, company

of -Jows, Turks, infidels,
and - heratics, dressed “in
fantastical Oriental gar-
ments, mounted on any -
beast they.could get hold

; :

of.
Hundreds of Bethle
hemites, of :both sexes,
all in gay holiday attire,
now meet this procession,
and . salute them with
songs, firing of guns, and
drumming- on  druins, ;
kettles, tin . pans, and
some bearing. cymbals.
They head thé procession,
dancing, singing, clap-
ping their . hands, till
they enter Bothlehem ;.
and as they paas through
the streets they ave groet-
ed with cheers and with
songs from tho windows
and house-tops, by the
women and children.
. The Catholic, Greck,

“with -hundreds of pedestrians and eques-,

and-Armenian nonasteries ‘and. the great
complex Church- of tho Nativity ave -all
under one roof, which covers;the supposed
stable-cave where ~ Christ was cradled.
They all form a-great fortress-like edifice,
in front of which is ‘a large open square,
which'is ‘now-crowded with people, almost
of "every. deseription... Turkish soldiers,
ranged in'lines ; and a procession of monks
and priests, gorgeously attired-—who' inee

the Jerusalem Patrinrch with a.great :deal
of ceremony. - Then' all’ the guests’enter
the convent, where they ire hospitably.re-
coivod " o o OPETe

Inthe fifth it was . destrayed ; then'it was.

restored «ini; A: :D.’, 630, by :thé .Empéror-
Justinian, . It.is.a magnificent building, of

*“Ah ! Hero's the littlo round thing my papa talks into
To toll the folks down town what he wants to have them do.
I'm golng to try myself,--now let me get a chair, -
And then I'll stand on tiptoee so I can reach up there. -
. oo . O oo . i

“ MallopI~(thot's what they all say)--you deur old Santa Claus
I'm going t6 have a little bit of talk with you, becnuso -

. I'want to tell you all'abouta little girl I know -

“Who never had a Christmas in her life—she told me so.

*I hardly could believe it, bul sho says tis really true,
I'm sure your always vory kind, but 1'm surprised at you,
That you should have forgotton such a little one! but still,
You huve, perhaps, already all thoe stockings you can fill.

‘ But, could you go to her house fngtend of coming here?
For mamma says that Christmas ig the time of all the year

very fine. architecture. " The:grand sérvice

Ly

- The Chiutch of:the Nabivity. was built by.
the Empress Helena, in the fourth century.:

| il
t"f‘é""” }

", A TELFPHONE MESSAGE. -

appear,.dressed ; 1

Trucelsis:
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- Forcliildren to remember poor littlo girls and boys. - -
“* . 'Who never hang their stockings up for picture:books and toys.
““I'wantyou, please, to carry her.a doll with shining curls PO
" Ani eyes tiint'shib and open—that’s.the kind for litlle girls—
. And amuflto warin her flugers, and a ecunning little ring, :
And a book with pretty verses—how sho'll laugh, thelittle thing!-
** And glvo her lots of goodies, too, because she’s poor, you see,
And ought te have more sugar-plums than you could bring to me,
. Now tell it on-your fingers; and remember, as you go—
Just pack her litllo stocking to the very, very too.

“That’s all—only, Sante Claus, I just would like (o sny,
1f you should havo more presents than you need on Christmas Day,
And could leave me just o fow as you pass the chimney—why,
Gf course—I would be very glad indeed. Good-bye Lqud-‘bye o

—Youth's Companion.

beging about midnight; ‘the church being
brilliantly lit up. Flowers and evergreens
adorn the. altar, pillars, and chandeliers.
The crowd is :go.great that there is barely
standing room, and.mdst of the people are
holding lighted wax tapers, some of which
are adorned - with sprays of flowers, It isa
marvel that they: don’ _
other.”... The: service is-conducted by: the
LPatriarch, during: which: several:- monks
in: furs, vepresenting the
shepherds, . A 'song of ‘glorious harmony
suddenly " bursts -out from the hundreds of
‘| priests assembled, singing the .‘* Gloria in

/ is.” . It is eaught up'by the worship-
perz and-the. scene™for, 4. few. monients is
thrilling. -~ The-service continuies till about
three o’clock, when it is ‘ended. by a pro-
cession, in_ which -the Patijarch carries'a

:se - fire” to -each

golden crib. It is taken: downinto. the
grotto or manger, which is hewn jn-the
‘natural rock and supposed to be the manger
in whicli-Jesus” was laid.” Gold and silver
lamps are suspended ‘all overithe place,
which are’ kept* burning night and” day.
Another ‘ceremony . is: performied "in the
grotto, laying the. image into:the manger,
and the Patrisrch wraps it up in §waddling-
clothes, after which a' hymn:.of ‘praise is
sung, and the Dbells burst out. in’ merry
chimes, announcing the glad tidi

tidings.. The
monks-and priests embrace . eich “other,
saying : *‘ Peace, 'peace.” -The crowd of
worshippers do - the “same, ind amid songs
of rejoicings, the chimes .of.bells,and the
rich peals of the organ, tli¢ people disperse,
wishing each other a'Merry Christmas,

‘,Tho ,Prbtéstanﬁ commuiﬂt} 'z'i.'l'soj have a

vepresenting ' Christ; 'in a

g __

service in their chapel, which is: decovated

with évergreens ; and it |

is’ delightful to’- attend

. divine worship there on

.- Christimas,Day, and join

~with the éongregation of

". matives. in commemora-

.. ting the . birth. of Christ

oo in the very town, he was
©:-.'  born in, and’ sing with
2 " them theanthem “Hark
the herald- angels sing,”
which is sung in Arabic,
A great - many = people
. spend part of -the morn-
ing at the Fields of the
Shepherdsand the ! ‘Glory
to-God in-the Highest”

is sung by the sssembled
worshippers. - . It..is a
charming’ pictuire,. being
- a very tranquil.".and
gragsy spot, . which aids
the imagination .to . geo
- .the scene told in Luke ii.
" But-it is 10t only. ono
Christmas that is -com-
memorated in Bethlehem,
for twelve days Jater tho
.. Greek church. commenmo-:
C rates it, .with perhaps,
even more .pomp - .than
the 1Cut;l .
els. 1

éirs ;80

that Béthlehem is erowd-

ed with thousands  of

.~ spectators and worship-
pers for about four weeks.

" —Lydia M. Finkelstein, -

-, 'GOOD READING.
There is no matter of
* such importance to young
. men-ag the early acquire-
ment of the taste for
good reading. . Sir John-
Herschell says: “If 1
“were to pray for a taste
which would stand me in
. stead under every variety
- of ecircumstances, and be
a source -of happiness and
choerfulness to me
through life, and a shield .
against its ills, however
.-things might go amiss
and the world frown upon -
me, it would bo a taste
" for reading,. Given man
- this taste and -the means

of gratifying it, and yéu’
_ can hardly fail of naking
a happy man. You place
him -m- contact with the
best “society in overy
“period of history, with
the wisest, the. wittiest,
the tenderest, thebravest,
;. and the purest characters
) - .who have adorned -hu-'
St * manity. You'make him:

C.

- 4 denizen-of all nations; a
-eontemporary of all ages.
" "AFRICA - RATHER
THAN HEAVEN.
Ar 1ue Aok of sixty-
seven years Bishop Wil-
liam Taylor says ho would
rather spend the next
twenty yours in Afrien,
among  the savages, than
in heaven, among the
angels, so strong is his
desire that the sable sins
of -Africa should besaved.

i\o
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THE SHEPHERD

Tho shepherds on the plains afar

AND THE STARS,

BY GEORGHE W, BUNGAY,

How giorlou?; the midnight skies, ’

How vast the spaco of ligh unfurled:

The stavs wateh with unclouded cycs

The welfare of o sleeping world
The jewel of night's dindem
- Is tho soft star of Bethlehem,

" THE STAR ETHLEH

- 'Were watching their white flocks atnight
‘When they beheld the rising star
That filléd the space with heavenly light, -
It was a lamp from heavenio them,
£ was the star of Bethlehem,

They su\\"_ the hewvenly host como down,
They heard the holy. angels sing,
A King wusborn whom heaven will crown ;

Then did the wise men offerings bring,
Myrrh, frankincense, and meny a gem,

I

EM.
‘Where shone the star of Bethlchem.
The Child was in a humble shed
‘With lowing oxen in the stall,
A glory circle round his head ;
Ho was indeed the King ofall,
‘Worthy to wear the dindem,
The gloriousstar of Bethlehem,

“Peace. upon carth, good-will Lo men,”
Was the theme of the angels’ song.
The white-winged choir returned again

th : .

“Then did Lh.e wise mmen offerings brin
Where shono the star of Bethichem,

To heaven, singing their path along.
How white thelight of that sweet gom,
The radiant star of Bethlehem!

From the lowmanger to the cross,
-And from tho cross tne world nround,
-Where many deem their gain bui; loss,
" The lightof this fair star is found,
It isthe lamp of heaven tothem,
16 isthe star of Bethlehem!

_Mustrated Clristian Weelkly.
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CHRISTMAS IN THE
WORLD. . =~ -
BY FRED MYRON COLBY.

.1t is difficult to imagine Christmas where
there is no cold weather and people wear
muslin instead of nice, warm, comfortable
wools and furs. But what would you
think of observing a Christmas where there
was no Christ, no cross, no babe:in the
manger, and no Santa Claus? Yet this is
what they did in Egypt thousands:of years
before :our Saviour was born. At 'least
those old dwellers . by the. Nile, whose
mummies are being unearthed in -such
strange fashion to-day, celebrated a De-
cember fostival that was more generally ob-
served. even than ours. It was closely
allied too in spirit. to - the -modern Christ-
magtide thusshowing that however diverse
in habits, customs, and ¢religious -ideas
nations may be, still thero are’ identical
‘principles embraced by all thet -act. as
trisndly links “bebween. the -present .and
the -past. . So ‘it ‘i pleasatitf rither {than

THE OLDEST

~who now sleop in their rocky tombs, had'n
‘ceremonial anuniversary, . falling .in -the
EBayptian calendar at the very-time-of our

esting religions legend, as précious to them
as our gospel trutlt is to us. . o

This ancient Egyptian Christmas, the
very oldest that we know of, was known
as the Festival of Horus. o

Perhaps no other raco was ever so. pro-
foundly religious as the old Egyptisns.

any nation, that-which beyond aught else
forms and influences its chavactor, which
underlies all its customs. and comes to the

ways is always its religion. Bub with the
dwellers by the Nile their roligion was
everything.  The whole being of the people
was permeated by it. Literature and
scionce were little more than branches of
theology. The every-duy-life of an
Lgyptian was.gunrded and directed by a
sories of. religious precepts and usages.
Tvery province had its spacial divinities,
its own peculiar rites, its special sacred
animals. SN '
But though there were so many deities,
and, by the way, those difforent gods were
not so much personalities as personifiea-

dictionary for the meaning of theso words
if they do not understand them), they had
but one grent Worshipped One, Their
fundamental doctrine was that God is one,
unrepresented, invisible.” As God, how-
ever, acts upon the world, his. various
attributes or modes of manifestation were
represented in -vavious forms. As the
Creator he was. Ptah ; as tho Revenler he
was Amun ; as tho Benefactor and Judge
of men, he was Osiris, .and so-on through
nn endless line of primary,.secondary, and
tertiary characters, which.to*the unedu-
cated became in progess ‘of time:so many.
separate divinities. *- ., o0
Osiris was piactically the god worshipped
in Bgypt ; since, while all othier - worships
were loeal; his. was universal.,  He was
called the ‘“Eldest,” the *‘King of - the

Ruler,” the ‘‘Manifestor of Good,” and
many other titles, A peeuliar charscter
of mildness, goodness, and ‘beneficence
attached to him. Associated with him al-

-otherwise to. fitid - that thoss quaint peoplo’

Christmas, and which celebrated an inter:

The most haportant elemontrin the life of |

swrface in o thousand various and surprising.

tions (iny young readors must look inta the

Gods,” the *‘Lord’ of Life,” the *“Etérnal

ways. was Z[sis,. his wife, and their child

LTRAS

OF BETHLEHEM FROM THE SHEPHERD

title of Manifestor of Goodness and Truth,
his. death by -the',malice: of -Seth

resurrection. "It wagls _ ]
was brouglit "in " the Testival:"of "Hox
The whole- celebration ' was -designeds
illustrate the stovy: of - the . Holy [aniily

ment; of sin, the’ temporary triumph of évil
and tho ultimate vietory of good,” "+~

‘All-the latter part o
——the. December of the Egyptitisg, was-do

programme.

lands, there was seattoring of flowers.

Osiris is found !” amid general rejoicing,

Har-or Horus: ~ And here we find the first | Procéssion of the -Obelisk.’
instance of a trinity, so blending and inter- r
changing their- attributes that:they were
‘| emphatically one in three and three in one.
There is o vagueness, an indistinctness,
in the theology of that ancient creed, at
least it seems so.to us who are accustomed
to the clear cut definitions of Christianity ;
and yet there seems to have been some-| .-

a complete life to.the other,and in different T
phases of theit worship one member became |
relatively another ; only. tenaciously Isis

mytliology .is the appeaiance,: of Osiris on
earth for tho benefit of mankind, under thé

Typhon, the Bvil Oue,” and-his burisl ajid | :
] ‘ i -this legend. which

Isis, :Osiris, and’ Horus, . and symbolically:
taught resurrection; judgment; the punish-

lo. montlr Chiogk

voted to this celebration, which had its cul: i 1 L : g :

mination about the sedson of our owit sacred|. . E:??—ak '—_'1%\'- — ;& —P——N—Nj ) :
and festive holiday. . Every day .of thel &/ 48 ¢ : o9 44 4 o
cercmonial -had its designated part in tho| .. .-~ - ‘ . B o '
The whole population turned | - : ' * : L
out ; the temples smoked with incense,and
the palaces were radiant with light. There
were giy processions, there were shouting
and musie, there was crowning with gar-

It must have been o grand affaiv,. this e g
Egyptinn festival of Horus, in tho old days| [AB 43____3—-}?5 T
of the Thothmes and the Rameses. Wo| WHA—T Do e e
‘| ean imagine thic cities and villages allin- - : :
their glory, the stately Nilo flowing through{™ -
them, all its waters covered with barges
and pleasure galleys, its shores borderéd |

by the pillared porticoes of villas, the| KBS F—RJs— o
propylee of temples, dnd by groves’ and| V- 4‘ L i WKEF'J"Q{
gardens ; beyond, on the sandy’ plain, thel - E*- " yion ést. ceem'd ring.ing “ev - 'ry- where;

pyramids towering aloft, vast and mighty '} A

declaration: was made, *‘Osgiris’ is found !

On the last day of all took place *‘The
Ce ) B .

'3-KIELD, , i
' . This*was:the'
clowning -ceremoninl in: hoitor of Horus, as’
the -youthful or rising ‘sun. --The day’s
ceremonial opened’ with .a_ hymn sung to
‘the god at the temples ‘celebrating his
countless excellencies: Then his image was

-a hawk’s head surrounded by the.double-

. { symbol of life and thesceptre. -The proces-
2| siofi, numbering thousands, marched'to an.
‘obelisk: or. pillar, on which. was recorded

-I'stored i
““]istence,” " In. ' t! iew: s
-] wholly evil, but -has its beneficent aspoct’

' "CHRISTMAS CAROL-SHEPHERDS WATCHING.

brought out, that of » beautiful youth with

crown of the two Egypts, with the sacred
asp in front, while in his hands he bore the:

the"dates of - the rising and segting sun. for:
the year, and then 4 sacrifice took-place of
v.dog;:a-sheep, and &-cat; thess animals all -
Haying: helped éithor ;with” finding. of the,
body: of: Osiris; or in gaining for Hos Y
vitto! yphon

r

s GO} BIKTESY,, yEb. b,
last “succutnbing ‘to- it;-toappear again’in.
rénewed: dor,"as*the young. " Horus:
triumphsTver Typhon. It was ~also ~a:
picture of human life; its pefpetual conflict

ho new youth- of: & brighter. ex--
.. this " view: ‘suffering “is- not

| and -final  seéiing’ destruction;” to. be re- 1 ~

in the accomplishiment of final-good.
-:'Thus, in’.the long-ago ages, -beforo the
infant Jesiis_hagd - slumbered in his Christ-
mas cradle at Bethlehem, the religious
thought of a 'nation and the religious needs
of a people foreshadowed the unfolding of
the presentdispensation. —Illustrated Chris:
tian Weekly. ’ :

thing like our idea of the triuné Godhead Lively: = .- .
shadowed in the story of Isis, Osiris, and|. e — ﬁe Y N AR H
Horus. But it was shadowed, nob re- bt orRorE— g —N—]
vealed. Iach.sustained every relation of| . b 42 d A - -~

; : 0y v {

They were watch-ing  on
. |

the” mill.- side: for the’ com - ing day.

S

was the feminine one of the trind. Itis al 22— A T R e T N T P
beautiful illustration of tho. gallantry of}, “Lbl or &or{5 _&} "‘ P — M
thoso old pagans, and of - their reverence|  “U _4 o o ) -
for.the nobleness and. worth . of maternalf . - : ' B . ' ’
lifo, that in the mention of the throe names . - s . .
together,. Inis, Ogiris, and Horuy, the mild| _p o o : e - T .- Nt
go::l(_less was always named first. . ., 1 A b N TN > — S —y— -
oF i barnekiig nrkiela of T sond] 7 IREG 0 0 o
Tuo most interesting nrticle of Bgyptian] © —3 — = A

R

- With e star - vy folds .of

R A

mghf €. bove them spread, Whesi, 8. glo - 1y fiasid -&-

TN Y

e
Je el

. ;ggédfehen} like & ray, Thro' the peas)

e e .
-, por -fals’ op them ghed. “@Glo.ry to.

= T o T

v

4
“@Glo - 1y

&

high- ect,” came flops-fng ou  the  alr, to God in the -
g : -
N\ -1t — jg' S m N TN
- —p =

0 I

A - P~ ™

‘Glo-ry, -glo -1, O chil-dren, come, ting that

]i]i:e the wor]is of fabled 1geilii ﬁ ‘ﬂ.’ild every- e ————: o B M S| -1 — - — -
whero the gleaming sunlight flashing upon | iy ——g— 3 16— —¢ o}~ ;‘:ﬁ_ — —%’:
bright stuccoed lwglls' and columns, snd . ﬁ . 'lL g g" ‘:‘.-:1:— e o=l e e
grim sphinxes and graceful obelisks, and| - ST e o "
river wavo and rustling palins, steeping . - .
every-color in a golden glow. - -~ . J C ‘ -
“Very strange to us would seem some-of |  —fl—mg N W ; ' B
tho customs of that long-ago Pagan Christ- T e N I B e
mas, Yor four successive days-a cow, Jo- Lt 4 - S . -
emblematical of Isis, was ‘veiled in black S o N ;-V . R L L
and led about by a crowd of dévotees, who 8008 8 ¢ gainy' - “Glo-yy 0. .God in -tag  high-est, good will auil peace to  men.”
beat their breasts, in moemor)f', of gm sup}; 1 ' o ‘ : - _L_ :
osed disappearance of Osiris from theeart bt NN I e —— — .
gnd his wil;g’s search for him,while in mem- | ; ’P=—a—a-t=} Y -t T—F ;HL
ory of his recovery a procession was mado] . v - S e e LT o s
to tho great ‘templo of the deity, the|rouder swell tho joyful anthems of the angel| O the joyful, ; Joyful, tidings!<for.to you fs
priests carrying a sacred ark, and an image| © throng, ‘ . : DBOTR . i . e
or emblem of Osiris fashioned out of éarth| Over hill and dale tho strains enchanted float;|  Christ, tho wondrous Saviour, and; tho. mighty
and water, having been’ placed: in it the|Seo the wond'ring shepherds listening to the|: . King; . - .. LT

N 'Bong. S -
" Trembling, yet rejoicing at the sight.

.CHORUS,—* Glory to God in tho highest,” cte.

P

Hail yo waiting nations! hail tho happy morn,
Joyful tidings unto you I briqg. o ) .
Craorus,—* Glory to God in the highest,” cte,

o

¥ - S ——— =
= g Lo . ( ; . \ Y R
e s s e g e i
RO e e - & ’ f ‘




LTS = TN

‘—*

NORTHEHN MESSENGER.

7

v (By Crona

APPROACH OF THE ABMADA.

CHAPTER I11.

Daniel Luvin's sloop was not the only
vessel that-was being hurried to sea that
July Sunday evening, as tho Spanish fleet
came slowly up the Chanrnel. :

For weeks, aye, for months past, men’s
minds had Dbeen full, arid their tongues
busy, with reports of what Philip was doing ;
‘and noblemen and gentlemen, down to the
‘humblest squire who owned money or could
command ‘“‘a following,” were bracing
themselves for defence. Ships wore fitted
out at private charges, volunteers were
pressing forward to man them, and from
end fo end of Eingland there-was but one
resolve—to beat off the invader or to die in
the.attempt. - L ,

Somée few, Englishmen’ thers were who
-yob . chang-ta; the~rule .ofwRome:;jsand- to*
them-this threatened subjugition of their
country was the only way—a dreadful and

-sorowful way, it is true—Dbut tho only way
of restoring England to the bosom of the
Catholic Church. Others there were who,
-while not Protestant, yet preferred their
country to the Popedom, A

Mary of Scotland, the Roman Catholic

heiress of the throne, was dead, and her
son James was of the Reformed Faith.
Pope Sixtus V. had issued a proclamation
absolving the subjects of Elizabeth from all
allegiance to her rule, and formally assign-
ing the kingdom to Philip of Spain “‘as
lineal descendant of the Plantagenets.”
There was also a blasphemous promise that
whosoever should help the cause of the
Chureh of God by the conquest of England
and destruction of heresy, they should have
indulgence for former sins, and remission
from scores of years of the pains and torrors
of purgatory. ‘
- -1t was, therefore, not only a foreign foe
that the country was preparing to resist;
‘men were making ready to- strike for all
things most precious to them—for freedom,
for faith, for very existence itself.

It is difticult to realize now, in these days
of stability and peace, what'our forefathers
felt and feared three hundred years ago.
They had no regular army ; their coasts
were practically undefended ; their navy,
twenty-eight sail all told, was composed of
ships small and few indeed compared with
the enormnus flotilla -which was being pre-
pared in the ports of Spain, Sicily, Naples,
_Portugal, and the Netherlands. The sail-
ors serving with the fleet did not exceed:
fifteen thousand men.

- But if their danger was great their hearts
were dauntless.” It.was not only Doris’s
lover, young Robert Bulteel, who believed:

" -f-that England would prove herself victori-

ous, no matter what force King Philip
‘might bring -~ - . e

" And the bravest heart in England was
that-of Elizabeth, that *lion-likeé' woman”
who, despite her faults, and her faults were
many—had a courage equal to that of any.
man.  She was not in the least dismayed,
the danger only “roused her daring soul.
She knew her cause was righteous, and she
knew also that her people would be true to
her and to themselves. -

===

.| this uncertainty wasover at lnst ; ~they

"IN THE DAYS OF THE .GREAT ARMADA; =

Temple -ini Sm»da_y:a£ Homa.) - -

‘were glad to know that
the foe was -really
< insight. .

o ... Over and over again’
. -7 " 'has_the - story “been

‘ - told of their cool cour--
"age.and . good: hape.’

- Poetg-have sung, 'and

on . Plyniouth | “Hée
paintets have tried to

“their ‘intrepid | faces
and gallant’ bearing,
and-men’s hearts have

" day. until” now, . the
" space -of - full three

hundred years, by the
| memory of thosebrave
-gailors and true men.
" t¥There ‘neceds. be

pointed ! .o 5
The enthusiasm
through the land 'was
3 boundless., The smiall
= na¥y was alnost trebled
in those few months by
: private enterprise 'and
- generosity. - The queen
sent to the city of London to ask what con-
tingent of ships and men could be furnished
to meet this direfulneed. -TheLord Mayor
asked what force the city was expected to
furnish. B
“‘Five thousand men, and fifteen ships,”
was the royal reply. Tl ol
After two days of deliberation -the Lon-
doners offered _ten thousand men-at-arms
and thirty - well-found vessels; and upon
the equjpment of this force they spared no
care or cost. ' :

1o - hurry,” "said Sir

o i.'F;b,lici's Qrako "‘They come, do they?

Let.them pass-on ; we will harry them in
the reéar. We have fair winds and God's
favor.” S . .

And surely never was the great Name of
God invoked in a juster cause than that for
which England,struck that day !

. Btately and tall showed the Spanish ships
as they rose and rolled on the running sea.
They - wero crowded with the flower and
chivalry of the' South. Thero was scarcely
a ‘noble:house in :Aragon or Castile, in
Genoa or Savoy, that had not sent sons or

-| scions upon this quest of glory—and more

than, glory ! for was it not the cause of
Joly. Church itself ? Highborn ladies had
sewpd those silken banners, priests had
blessed them, kings and princes had watched
them hoisted to the wind. "And there could
bo no doubt, no doubt at all, but that those
sacred -standards would - presently wave

siastic the thrill
thatran through
the south coun- .
try when it was
rknown-that the -
Armada was ag-
tually in British
waters made
every heart beat
high as with the
stir of victory.
An old writer, -
Camden, teclls
how the Spanish -
fleet came on,
‘¢ the ships with
lofty turrets like
castles in front,
likeahalf-moon,
the wings there-
of spreading out
about the length
of seven miles,
sailing very
slowly, though

fleet thub at that time had ever swept
the ocean—one hundred and fifty huge
galleons and men-of-war, having on board

and galley-slaves. ; o

And on the sea-coast of the Netherlands
there waited, as was well-known, the Duke
of Parma, with an army of forty thousand:
men, ready to fling himself on the shoves;
of Tssex as soon ‘as the Spaniards should
make good: their landing ;-and then at one
blow should be decided the fall and fortunes.
of England. Lo

Thé wind blew free and fair, and the’
crisp waves of the Channel rolled gaily.in
the sun as the proud array came onwards.:
One Hemming, ‘& freebooter—n pirate, if
all the truth were told—caught sight of
their blazoned sails and streaming flags, and
ge:made.haste with the news to Plymouth

Xﬁ Plymouth were the English captains,
the High Admiral, Lord Howard of Efing-
ham, Drake, and Hawkins, and Frobisher,
men who had alrendy measured their wits
and their - stout swords against . Spain.
They listened to Hemming’s eager tale with-
a grim smile on their lips. They were glad

But if the preparations had-been eﬁf.‘:}:}.l}-'«_

twenty-nine thousand men, soldiers, sailovs,.] .

:man altogether, one who ha

'and had thereby grown but the

over the realm of. England, and over
ERRE PR the humbled
~head. of its here-
* o . tic queen, »
In. the teeth
. ihofi o thig's ‘South
breeze Lord
© ' Howard’s little
. fldet was towed
. and manceuvred
clear ‘of the bay.
A shout wentu
fromthe English
g as they sighted
\ . their’ foe from
- the tops of the
¥ Admiral's ship,
% the **A rk Ra-
s leigh!” There
~was no fear in
those gallant
heapts ; thesight
- of the odds
against t hem,
terrific as those
_odds were, only

with full sails, ' ' rotused within
the winds being, NEWS OF THE ARMADA. themeverygrain
as it were, tired : ' S ~of pluck and
with carrying them, and the ocean|valor” they possessed. Tho yards were
groaning under the weight of them.” | squared; the’ canvas every stitch of it
And in truth it was the mightiest|was set, and like hounds set fres from

the leash the smill ships rushed forward in
chase of their prey.
Co CHAPTER IV.

On-board the Ark-Raleigh was Robert

‘[ Bulteel. - Ie was a man worthy of Doris,

judgging by the look of him, as he stood
by the . taflrail with folded arms watching
the.'pace at which they were gaining
on- the Spaniards. He was square-
builb .and wide-chested, with
frank, grey, piercing eyes, and a
a broad strong forehead,a stron

mastered life’s hardest lesson,
that of obedience and reverence,

stronger and more fit to.rule.
Thomas Clatworthy had been
doubtful as to the wisdom of al- = 3
lJowing him to try to win Doris |
for his wife ; the girl was young, '
‘too young, he said; and the N
Clatworthys, though simple - Y
yeoman-folk, had always been
of note-and repute in the Exe
‘valley, and Robert Bulteel was
a - stranger, He had been
brought as a child to. Exmouth

by an old man—a curious old

“-authors ‘written about
thelittle knot of ‘men’

thatsunny dayinJuly;

show- the semblanco-of-

" been’stirred from that:

man—who was reputed by - the \ super-

the  wallets ‘which every traveller and
horsenian ' required . in .those .days.

‘earned his-bread - on board- first one and
thon: another of'the little trading vessols
thit éarried meichindizo betiveen England
and Flanders; orit might be, as a'greater
adventure, found their way into’ the Medi-
torranean, wlience, if they were fortunate,’
they returned with™ cargoes rich encugh to
-make amplo amends for- the:risks they had
run.’ L L T
“ Robert; did' not conie- empty handed
:when-lig.asked Clatworthy to give. him his

and. had “won his-:iway upwards un-
til -he owned - part=buta - small part

truly—of -the -crafb-in “which ho sailed.

And it was not.only his prosperity that in-
‘duced Master: Clatworthy- to" give lis con-
sént. Doris loved him; and: the father
hers sad with-tears, S

" So Robert and Doris were- betrothed.
*You must wait,” said Clatworthy, *‘wait
awhile until you know better: what aro
life’s meanings. . Sho isso young, Robert ;
and as for thee, thou hast yet to learn that
success, aye,. even happiness itsclf, is not
the best at which we can aim. God rules
the small as well as the great ; think rev-
erently of him, Robert, and he will tench
thee things which as yet thou has not known
the need of knowing.” " . Co

His words fell on their eais as the rain
falls on the smooth shore-stones. They
wore 50 happy that they indeed ‘‘felt no
need” of those higher things of which he
spoke. :

Then came the rumors of danger, the
news-of the arming of - that huge force that
wag to overwhelm the land. Not a teader
crossed the seas but brought back word of

‘were being.forged to hurl death and:doom

"the- Mediterranean=were - biisy “with- the
building of ‘the warships that were to bear

‘seen the preparations for tlie ‘ Invineible
Armada.” -

- It-was no, time to think of love or mar-
riage.
Doris’s hands from about his neck and bade
her take heart of grace. He laughed as he
kissed . away her tears of distress, saying,
she was not fit to be a seaman’s wife if she
shook and shivered oversorrow that might
never come. *‘I have joined tho Ad-
miral’s ship,” hesaid. “‘It is worth some-
thing to tread the same decks with such a
bold true man as is Lord Howard of Efting-
ham! Look up, sweet-heart, and give me
joy! T am going to fight side by side with
heroes, and may end in being a hero iny-
self—who knows ¥’ ,

He was a hero already in poor Doris’s
opinion ; but she did not say so for the
reason that her Ditter crying made all
speech most difficult just then. And so he
left her, and took his way to Plymouth,
where the *¢ Ark-Raleigh” was getting her
powder on board at the quay beneath the
Hoe. : :

And now, on the 22nd of July, the mo-
ment-of action had come. Tho time for

snatching at reports and vague stories was
past ; hero in the British seas was tho great
fleet ; here before their eyes were the
fighting-ships and galleons of Spain.

(To be Continued. )“
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stitious to deal in - magic and’ charms,
‘| but who lived: inoffensively enough by,
dressing’ skins  and .sbitching thein into-

Af.
tor:. his: ‘death, ’, the-- lad.. Robert had-

Doris.. " Ho"had " prospered” wonderfully,-

could not bear to'see those sweet eyes of’

the terrible engines of destruction that
on.England.- The ‘harbors of Spain were.
choked with war-like stores,. tho ports .Gf-

them. ~"On every ‘side could beheard and"

And Robert Bulteel unclasped.
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'THE BEST CHRISTMAS YET.
(C’bnéinugdﬁoin ,Sécoml Page.)
the store, but when . Mamic and I opened

the dolls, what do you think, -but poor
little Jessic said, *Oh1 Oh ! then ranand

‘and eried hard, and Mamie, she'cried, too.
And, papa! Mamic and I want dreadfully
to make you promisc something-—oh, will
you, please—please " - ’ L

Mr. Burleigh smi
delivered almost in_a breath, and ending

with the pleading entreaty. -

" daughter,” he said. .

“Well, won't you always leb us go with:
out our Chrvistmas presents, and give
mamma lots of money for us to spend
making other folks happy ?
tojust-as nch.as we do.”
Burleigh, affectionabely stroking the bright
head, *we'll see.” S .

“T never know before té-day,” began
Mamio, & wotanly ringzin*her childish
voice, **whab a heautiful, “heautiful place

carpets, and the pictures, and the nice eat,”
and the table-cloths and silver, and, oh, all
tho heautiful, lovely things™ wo have.
“TPapa,” she added impetuously. *¢I think
it would a-heen awful wicked for us to have
liad presents to-day ; I do, really I”

< *Funny how we all fecl about the
house,” said Joc, with an odd little smile.
¢ Fred and, I woke up when wo cume home

Iooked and felt.” :
Mr. andMrs. Burleigh exchangedglances,
then the father said, vevy softly ; _

your first real oxperionco to-dwy in doing

the Saviour, *lt is more blessed to give
than to.receive.” Then you have learned
thus. carly a most useful, important lesson,
.which many persons fail to learn through a
Ionglife. . In order to appreciate the bless-
ings. with which you arc daily surrounded,
go to tho homes of those who ufo  denied

bestowed upon you by a kind heavenly
Father.” - ’ - .

“Q, dear,” said Bessio, with a pro-
digious yawn, “1 hope Tl live to see a
theusand Christmases and every one will
.bo a ‘give-away’ day )” ’

ly ",
—_——————

WHAT WILL THOU HAVE ME TO
GIVET® :

My, N. R. Cobb, of Boston, a prosperous
merchant, adopted the following rulo: To
give from the outset one quarter of the net
profits of his business ; should he ever be
worth twenty thousand dollars, to give one-
half; and three-fourths if ever worth thirty
thousand, 'This resolution he kept until
his death, ab the age of thirty-six, when he
had acquived fifty thousind dollars, and
was giving all his profits. Zaccheus gave
one-half.  _When John Wesley's income
was thirty pounds, he gave two pounds to
the'poor ; when it was sixty pounds, he gave
away thivty-two .poundd ; and when in the
fourth yoar it was oue hundred and twenty
pounds, he gave ninety-two pounds.  His
prayer was, *Lord, whab wilt Thou have
me to give 7’ Shall we ** give until we feel
it?” My dear friends, this rule would not
seeure universal liberality, as some Chris-
tinns could not give twenty-five cerits with-
out keenly fecling it—their avarico is so
great.—fobt. Kandolphe.

[PUPTUUE O——

A MERRY MERRY CHRISTMAS.

- Our Christmis -grectings this year look
ouli from every page of our Christimas num-
her and we would now close with the hope
that the cordial relntions existing between
us and our readers in the past may long
continue. We would also at this time wish
special success to all our workers and ex-
press our belief that through their offorts

many -thousand more. In the meantime
we'eross tho threshold of fifty thousand
liomes in this land of ours and wish every
one, old and young, with all our heuwt,

A MERRY, MEERY CHRISTMAS.

the big Santa Claus bundle and took out |’

bouiced her lhead into her mamma's lap [ -

led ab the long recital; :

“Let me hear what it is  first, Titble |

The boys want| -

©We'll see, my little d:u‘linQ,” said Mr.

wy home.ds.. I never thought about tlie|.

this noon, and thought how beautiful it |

* My precious children, you have: had |

good and testing the truth of the words of |

-many of the bountics wnd mercies freely-| . .

« hope they will,” said mamma, cheeri-|.

wo shall, hefore another year is over, rench’
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AN .OLD
Oh, Santa Cluus.is a (riend indeed.
_-“Tho little ones love him dearly ;
Ho knows so exactly. what they need,
In 'tho tinicst stockings his cyes can read-
Tho wants of the owners clearly. -

With thoughtsof his gifts their dreamsare bright
As they wonder, where ho is hiding, . -

And how ho can do 86 much ira night, !

From therealms of the FrostXKing cold and white
On the wings of the north wind riding.

’

There are presents for all in his splendid sto
But nobody feels quite certain
‘Which way=he goes when his task is o'or,

W
re, |

..... ™ -

' “FRIEND."

: ,ththe.tt't.xﬁgf;}.xo‘chimr‘i‘cy-or under tho door,

Or through a chink in the curtain,
4 Wo knew he would como,” the children say
.. Asthey reckon thoir new-found pleasures ;
“It wouldn't have scemed like Christmas Day
Jf Santa Claus had not found a way

To leave us somo of his treasures!”

And grown-up children, who walk by sight,
'Thoir innocent trust might borrow,
And léave their wishes in faith at night
Before the Giver of all delight,
To find them filled on tho morrow!

-} —Leisurc Hour,

——

ALL CANADA’S SCHOOLS

ARE INVITED TO JOIN IN A NATIONAL €OM-
PETITION. . 2

Slories of adventure, tales of success through
rrreatest obstacles, of gallant endeavors , which
havo resulted in milu?c cqually honoerable abound
in this country. IFarms and fortuncs were not
hewn out of the Canadian forests without the ex.
creiso of n heroism which must conmmnd atten
tention and admiration wherever known! Tho.
old men and woinen who are telling theso storics
now to their children and grand-children: are

rupidly passing away; oven their sonsand daugh-
ters will soon Jeavo us.  No good Canadian story
should be allowed to. pass into oblivion. There
arc hundreds of them of sufiicient intercst to
light tho fircof s;unius. ‘I'ho TVitness wants to
gothor thom, Wo therefore sct tho task of re-
counting their country’s glorics and collecting

young pcné)lo of tho schools, Any good story,
whether of trouble'or ¢f fun, any good descrip-
tion of pioneor lifc and surroundings, may be thoe
groundwork of the tale whichis to take the prize,

There are in Canada _and Newfoundland
conntics s follows:—~New Brunswick, 15; Princo
Lidward Island, 3 Nova Scotin, 18 ; Quoebee, 60;
Outavio (with districts), 483 .Mumtobn, 26 ; Bri-
tish Columbia (clectoral divisions), 5; and count-
od as one, cach, Alberta, Assiniboin, Saskat-
chewan, and Keewatin, and Newfoundland 2—
180.. There aro also the cities of Charlottietown,
St John's (Nfld.), Humilton,  Kingston, London,
Ottawan, Toronto, Brantford,: St. Catharines,
Belleville, Guelph, Montreal, Hull, Shorbrooko
{county and city).Quebee, Three Rivors, St. Hya-
cinthe, Halifax, St. John,Fredericton, Winnipog,
Victoria, 22, making o grand total o 203,

Wo ofler to the school children of each county,
or city, as a prize, “ Macaulny’s History of Eng-
land,” in five volumes, strongly and ncatly bound
in cloth, for the best true story of adventuro or
talo deseriptivo of pionecr life,tha scene of which
is lx_téd in the county oreity in which tho narrator
resides. -

But thisis nob all,” The 203 stories which have
won what we, for shortness, shall call *“ Witness

the material for her history and poctry to the |

County Prizes,”. will bo submitted Lo a com-
mission in ¢ach province which will decide which
of the number is considercd the best, and award
a * Wilness Provincial Prize,” which will be o
complele st of Parkman's works, ton volumes in
all, worbh $15. For this grizu. Alberta, Assini-
boin,- Saskatchowan, and Iecwatin, will be
grouped with Manitoba. . .

Theso ecight essnys, which have been thus
selected, will bo then referred to. some high
authority and that_which will bo adjudged the
best.will receive a furthor prize of a Remington
No. 2 Typowriter, with cabinet, which solls for

)1215. This we will call the * Witness Dominion

rize.” . AR . ,

In addition, to render tho.intorest moro gene-
ral, & copy of the Northern AMessenger will bo
sont for a year to tho writer of the best story
from cach school, as decided by tho teachor, bub
the teacher’s judgment will not necessarily bo
followed by tho judges of - tho county prizes,
Further, every competitor will reccive a card
showing that ho or sho- had a part in this great
Dominion competition. - .

As it is almost’ impossiblo .that any scholar
would be able to-obtain the negessary informa-
tion without assistance tho question of tho
amount of assistanco ~which' might bo_ given
would become n vexatious one. Fosimplify tho
matter. each competitor will be permitted to get
all tho nssistanco possible from any source what-
cver. But the story iust be in the handwriting
of the competitor, and the fact that the writer is
aregular pupil of the school- must be certified to
by tho head teacher thereof.

THI: PRIZES,

1 Dominion prize, price....... eveeserenans $l: 125
8 Provinco prizes, at $15.. werses Lo 120
203 County prizes, ab$i....oveeee O 1,015
$1,260

We hopo to receive tho assistance of teachers
and trustees and all interested to make this com-
petition most useful arnd intereat.h)&,'.

. Address all corrospondenco and requests for
fuller informationto - :

JOHN DOUGALL & SON,
MONTREAL, QUE,

(Dotinion Competition.)

4 The number of competitors has far ‘cxcccdbd our-
1 creased -accordingly. Scnd in:your answers to
‘& ag you-can possibly find them.: .

.- to our jjdung Bible Students for o Merry, Merry:
-] Chitistmas. - Our New Ycear's greelings we will|

4 will prove cven more pleasant {han the work this

'Question Corner.—No. 26

- PRIZE BIBLE QUESTIONS. ‘
66 3What propheey in Jeremiah was fulfilled”
shortly afler the birth of Christ, and how? L
“67. When was: tho %u-nnhcc.v in the first three
verses of Isaiah LXI fulfilled? Co
, THE CLQSE OF PRIZE COMPETITION.

: Qur prize Bible Questions close with this num-.
ber, and wo imagine all g,hb workers and their
friends aro x_m.\'iou‘sl)" awaiting the resulls, .Wo*
hope to bo able to give them carly in, Januaiy. -

cxpcectations and the mn('mnt; ‘of work hag*in.’
these last just as soon after you receive the paper.
. W closo.this competition with ourbest wishes
Ieave for.our next number when.we hope o be:
ablo to sct before. them a new: plan for Bible.
study, somothing entircly dificrent to what wo,
have evergiven them before, and which we think |

year has been. :

RENEW: AT ONCE. -

If your subscription ends with tho year

renew at ones toprevent what is otherwise.

unavoidabledoss of time in having your:

name taken off our books. When this4s”

‘not done the subseriber is liable to lose a’

number or two and so render imperfeet his:

yearly file. When you are renewing send

the subscriptions of half a dozen of your

neighbors as well, and so sceure one of vur,
premiuwms, s '

—
NEW CLUB RATIS.
The following are the New CLus RATES

for the MesseNceR, which are considerably
reduced : . -
R $030
10 copics to one address. . ... 225
20 ¢ s oo 440
50 ¢ ¢ o 10 50
100 o« ¢ “o 20 00

_Sample packdge éﬁppliéd‘ free 611':ippli'éiii:’.1

tion . * -Jou~ Dovcary & Sox,:
. " Publishers, Montreal. -
NOTICE TO SUBSCRIBERS IN THE

© UNITED STATES. .

Our subscribers throughout the United
States who cannot procure the internation-
al Post Oftice orders at their post-office
can got, instead, a Post Oflice order, pay-
ablo at Rousc’s Point,N. Y., which will
prevent much inconvenience both to our-
selves and to subscribers.

CANADA:
PRrOVINCE OF QUEREC,
District of Montrenl.

SUPER[OR COURT.

Dumo FRANORS EAGLERON, wifo commune en biens
of John Fredérick Wolfl, of the Uity and Dis rict of
Montrssl, Merchant, e Plaintiff,

oy

The said JOBN FREDERICK WOLYF, Defendant.

An action en separation de biens was iustituted ju. this

matier on the 8th iusu. :

Montreal, 20th November, 1888,

" BUTLER & TXGWTHALY,
Attorneys for Plaintiff.

IMPORTANT TO TEMPERANCE PEOPLE,

Persons who abstain from the use of intoxioating
liquora can obtain o Lifu Insurence Poiicy, frec ot charge,
in one of the strongest, snleny, and best Bocieties in thy
country if upptied for at once.  Addreas (muntion the
Northern Messenger), INSURANCE AGENCY, Post
Office Box 29:2:3, New York City. .

MADE WITH BOILING WATER. -

EPPS’S

GRATEFUL-COMFORTING.

COCOA

MADE WITH BOILING MILK,

(33-Colors.) DIAMOND DYES
acE T s e
R ” 9 » .
Pl Durable Dies Srer mndo

s
1 to 4 pounds ress Gonds, Garments, Yarns, Rags,

- oto. Unequalled for Feathers, ltibbons, and all Faney
Dyeing, Also Diamond Paints, for Gildmlz. Bronz.
ing, etc, Any caloer'oor Paint, with full instruotions
and szmple card mailed for 10 cents, At nll Druggiata

WELLS, RICHARDSON & CO .” MONTREAL, P. Q. -

THE NORTHERN MESSENGER is printed and pub-
Jished every fortnight at Nos, 321 and 323 St, Jumes

B! ReS

st., Montreal, by John Redpath Dougall, of Montreal
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