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THE MAYSTOKE CHORISTER.

Crarrer IV.—Tie OrATORIO.

BOUT a month after I reached England, whea I was staying with some
friends at Southwich, the principal town in shive, there was a

\,@., musical festival held there. Since my husband’s death I bad lost all
‘“}? taste for public amusement, bat the idea of again hearing the ‘‘ Messiah’’
filed we with a strange pleasure, and I determined to go. For some

time ] listened to the overture, with my cyes closed for its better appreciation
and to shut out from my sight the gay and uncongenial sight of the extrava-
gantly dressed audience. Suddenly I heard a hum of muffled applause run
through the hall; and on opening my eyes I saw the singer who was to take
the parts allotted to the tenor being led forward to the chair that was set for
hiw in front of the orchestra.  He scemed an old man with long white hair, and
was evidently blind. The moment I saw him I experienced a thrill which runs
through you when conscious of recognizing something which you can’t exactly
bring to mind. This semsation always annoys me dreadfully, and I was quite
oblivious of the air that followed, puzzling my thoughts to account for the
strange impression; but when I heard the notes of a well-remembered voice
commence the beautiful air of ** Comfort ye, my people,” looking up with sar-
prise, I recognised so clearly, that I feit astonished I had not dowve so at first,
the familiar face of our old chorister David, and noticed that he bore his arm

. in a sling.

ety oy sl

Very little inquiry sufficed to find out the abede of the now celebrated singer.
He was living in handsomely furnished lodgings, and was rejoiced when he
heard my voice, recogmizing it instantly. His wife had grown into & fine
matronly wowan, whose clothes, if they were of finer material, were as neat and
uppretending as ever.

After the first congratulations were over, I asked how it was tb-a.t. he had he-
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comne a public character—knowing that such a thing would never have occurred
to him under ordinary circumstances.

* This was the cuuse, miss,”’ he said, pointing to his arm in the sling.

I asked him to explain.

* Why. you sce, after I became blind, T took to basket-inaking, and did not
do so badly either, and basket-making [ should have been now, if I had not had
an accident which deprived me of the use of one hand. One day my wife had
gone out for balf an hour to get something she wanted in the village. She had
forgotten to leave me sufficient withs to keep me employed when she was gone |
so I got up to get some myself. They were kept in a locker beneath the win-
dow, and as I was stretching out my hand to feel my way, my foot canght a
chair close by the window, and in trying to save myself I fell forward, and
dashed my hand through a pane; and my whole weight resting on that hand,
a splint of glass run through it, and completely severed the tendons of two fin
gers. [ was now debarred from procuring the but-sufficient existence derived
from basket-making; but still, somehow I felt that the bread that hitherto
never failed would not fail now; andso, living on our savings, we day by day
debated what was to be done, without being able to arrive at any satisfactory
result. Still, however, weidid not despond ; and one evening when ..ccording
to custom, we were singing before we went to bed, we heard a tap at the door,
and a strange gentleman entered. He asked if it was that was singing? 1
said, ‘ Yes.' And then he said that his name was Mr. Elliot, and that he was
goingto give a concert in the neighbourhood, and offered to pay e handsomely,
merely to sing one song. I hesitated, scarcely liking to take money for what
would be a great pleasure to do without; but my wife, more sensible, said ‘ yes’
for me, . .

And so0 I went and sung my song. I had scarcely finished when I heard loud
cheers and clappings. So unused was I to this sort of thing that I thought it was
intended for disapproval ; and when Mr. Elliot told me that they wanted me to
sing it over again, I was fairly astonished. I was half displeased on account of
the noise when I commenced to sing again ; but when I had finished the song,
and heard again the hearty applause that followed, and knew its meaning, I
was so overcome that I felt my eyes grow moist as I bowed to show my thanks.
Thank Giod, my eyes are still of some nse to me.

I looked upon thisas but a piece of luck, that would only-put off the evil
hour of pennilessness for 2 week or so. I had as yet no idea that I could ob-
tain my living in this way, and if such an idea Lad erossed my mind I think
I should have thought myself wicked to entertain it. The notion of being paid
for doing that which was my chief delight was still so Lateful to me. Indeed,
when Mr. Elliot offered to take upon himself to procure me the tuition required
for making my appearance in a large place, and to give me so large a salary,
commencing at once, that six months’ pay sounded like a fortune, my brain
was so confused that I could make no answer for some time, and then could
only beg to be allowed a week to consider.

When I cnee more reached my cottage, and sat again in my old seat in the
chimupey-corner, I began to collect my ideas, and to ponder upon the prospect
laid open to me. Thus my thoughts ran—*‘ David,” said I. * you have bither-
to lived by labour, now you are asked to live by play ; hitherto, by dint of sheer
hard work you have kept the wolf from the door, now, by small and pleasurable
exertion, a fortune is waiting for you. David is it right for you to accept it ?”

-
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Presently there came other thoughts ; they were these—‘* David,” said I, ** if
vou don't aceept it, what then? You have a wife and two childrer, unable to
support thomselyes @ for you it matters little how you end your days, but for

them,"” and then my thoughts became confused again. Suddenly came the
«ense that by refusing this [ should be resisting the will of Him who had te-

served his best gift for the last; that by scorning the hand that was held out
to save e and wiae from the brink of poverty, I should be guilty of robbery to
them, and disubedience to God, and what for? merely to satisfy a fecling which,

however naturz’, was still fulse; yes, at last T Jetermined, pride, false pride; I
could scarcely realize at first how, I, poor humble being that I was, could be
actually provd.

A little time soon convinced me that singing was harder work than I imagin-
cd, less a pleasure,  Yes, now I seldom sing cxcept when I am obliged, and
cven then, when in the mid<t of the sublimest of airs, and expecting applause
from a gay audience, and how often do [ think with regret of my humble cot-
tage and the evening hymn.

For it is not with we as it is with others: the poorest audience would suit e
as well as the proudest ; the open air better than the unknown brilliznce of the
concert room ; the finest clothes produce no effect upon me, cxcept one of dis-
comfort ; but still my blindness is a blessing even in this. I have nothing te
distract my attention ; L cannot see, but I can feel, feel asI never did before, the
heauty of music ; and it is scarcely too much to say, that my blindness has con-
tributed, as much as my voice, to my success as a singer.

** But it will be soon over now,”” he said, sighing, after a pause.

* Over ! what ?"" I said, with a dimly sad impression of his meaning.

** All my troubles, my earthly joys, my blinduness, and my life! One montl
and the blind singer will be no more.”

I looked at his wife and childven, to whowm this sad intelligence was ciident-
lytoo well known to call up aught but a sad smile. My long absence from
them, much as I fele for, nay, wept for them, made we feel that 1 could not
touch this tender wound with fingers gentle enough unot to produce pain, aod
#0 with a heavy beart I took my leave.

CuarTER V.—DEATH IN SONG.

It was nearly a month atter this that I was told he was dying, and wished to
see me.  As I entered the house, already consecrated to death, I was sensible of
a feeing of unutterable stiliness pervading. The muffed kuocker, the whisper-
ing of the cautious-footed maid, and lastly the tall, silent fgure of Mary, with
finger on her lips, all spoke one word in a noiseless vaice, and it was—hush!

He was sleeping when I came in, and his hand was clasping that of his cldest
child, who was kueeling by the bedside. Presently he awoke, and faintly
thanked we for coming. He was 50 exhausted that be could scarcely speak ; he
nmotioned me to his side; and spoke to me in a low voice. I cannot repeat
what he said—gratitude to me, love to his wife and children, and all, were the
barden of the low voice, and he dozed awhile. Suddealy he rose up apparent-
Iy without effort, in his bed, and with a voice betraying no symptom of weakness
he called usto draw around him.

‘f My dear friends,” he said, turning fror one to another with calm eyesand
loving smile; *“a little strength is mine now, to speak to you ftor the last-time,
and to bid you adien for a little while. I bave but litéle to say, and little time
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to say itin : and with wy last words T would wish to testify to the goodness of
that God who has never deserted me here.  Let me tell you once again, that it
is my belief and experience that He will never take away aught, which He does
not replace with a blessing as great : He took away from me the use of my feet,
but He taught me to use my hands ; IHe took away the use of my eyes, but He
gave me resignation ; He took away py hunds, but e gave me my voice , and
now He taketh my life, only to give me a better. Wife, children, friend, let
us sing once more the dear old evening hywun.

With choking voices, which gained strength by his example, we sang the fiist
verse. At the sccond his voice scemied to grow weaker and weaker, still we
kept on, his voice fading, fading gradually, and the childien, with difficalty,
restraining their sobs. At the close of the last verse his voice died away, and
he sank back exhausted on his bed, still, however, motioning us to continue, 1
saw he wa: dying, and strove in vain to sing; his children wept piteously , hut
still his wife, with tearless eyes, and a voice that seemed to gather strength and
sweetness in the struggle, bravely sang on, and the doxology rose lond and high,
Suddenly she stopt, with raised finger, and head turned as if listening, ** Don’t
you hear? " she wispered ; ‘“ don’t you hear him ? he is singing, singing among
the heavenly host.”

SOME WAYS OF COLLECTING TOR
THE DIOCESAN CHURCH SOCIETY.

Now that the time of our summer campaign in behalf of the Church Society
is at hand, it may not be amiss to offera few suggestions as to the different
ways in which money may beraised for the purposes of the Society.

1. With regard to the sermons, which the clergy are desired to preach twice
a year advocating the claims of the Society, we would suggest that in those
Churches in which service is held every Sunday the collections should be made
on the Sunday following that on which the sermons are preached. This would
give the well-disposed time to act on what they have heard, and to lay by, as
God has prospered them, for the ensuing Lord’s Day.

Wherever the ccllections fall short of those taken up at the same time last
year, let there be additional collections until the deficiency is made up.

2, Where there are alms-boxes in a church it would surely, in the present
crisis, be allowable todevote their contents to the general purposes of the Society
after giving due notice to the congregation of such an intention. Where thero
are no alms-boxes, the caseis plainer still: let them beat once put up avowediy
in behalf of the Church Society.

3. In almost any mission the clergyman, or the church collector, would find
ten or twelve persons willing to assist bhim by taking money-boxes in which
to collect for the Society. 'These should have locks and the clergyman should
keep the keys. .

On 2 stated day, say the first Monday in each month, all those holding boxes
should bring them to the clergyman who would open them in their presence,
giving each collector a receipt for the amount contained in his box. Where
there are no available funds for the purchase of such boxes, let them be paid
for out of the first money collected in them.

4. Another way of raising funds, which the writer of this article has himself
tried with suceess, is to enlist the services of the elder girls in the parish as col-
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lectors. giving each a card ruled for twelve names, which she is to fill up from
among hier young aquaintances ; letting it be understvod that this 1 SUQPIOmcn'
tny to the usual and regular list of subscribers. There are some girls in every
Sunday sehool whe would be gratified at being asked to undertakethis work,
aml who would performa it well,

5. Why should not the clergy endeavour to give a more popular ) and
missionary charaeter to the Annual Meeting of the Loceal Commitwc..aud either
have a collection at the doors after the meeting, or else hold a missionary cer-
wor in the church in connection wi‘h it ?

6. Those who have no rioney togive. but who are able to give work, should
il their work privately, or else send it to a store to be disposed of in the regular
way of trade, putting the proceeds into the offertory or the alms-bog, and.
avoiding the humbug and trickery of a bazaar. ..

Brother Churchmen ! what are we to think of those who at this most crm.cal
retivd of our existence as a Charch, are seeking to weaken that Society, which
i~ our muin-stay, by the introdustion of other aud conflicting elabins ? The
Miocesan Church Socicty is our own Society ; it is that which bas grown up
amongst us; it is that of which the management lies altogether in our own
hands. o

Let us support it, then, with all our might. Let us remewber that union i
gtrength.  Let us all pull cogether.  Let us strive to do our part, not in self-
seeking, but in humility and prayer, as for God’s glory and the good of‘ souls,
and He, the Al-Mercifel, will not withold from us His gracious blessing.

A CountrRY CLERGYMAN..

Doly Days of the Chyrch.

—

SUNDAYS AFIER TRINITY.

IN the first half of the Church year, the Sundays take their character from
some special events relating to the birth, life, deeds, death, resurrection, and
axcension of our blessed Lord. On Pentecost, or Whitsun-day, His Hcly Spirit
descends to guide His Church iuto all truth; and on Trinity Sunday, the great
doctrine of three per ous in one Godhead is set forth, Then we cpter on a new
phase of the religious year, and through the Sundays after Trinity, lessons of
duty engage our attention, and we are moved by the sublime precepts of our
Madter, to cultivate the graces of the Christian life.

ST. BARNABAS’ DAY,
(JUNE 11.)
** The son of consolation, o Levite.”~Acts 1v : 36. :

THE proper name of this saint was Joses; but the surname Bamabas, which
eans *“ son of consolation,” was given him by the Apostles for hjs prophetic
tifts, his skill ip comforting the tronbled conscience, or on accouat of his kind-
tess and charity to the poor. He is supposed to be one of the seventy disciples
chosen by our Saviour, and he proved his Jove and zeal in Jesus’s serviee by
s'3.11ing all bis lands, and giving the money entirely to the peor. He was of the
Uibe of Levi, and is called by St. Luke and early fathers an Apostle himself.
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He first introduced St. Paul, after his conversion, to the Apostles, and con-
vinced them of its sincerity ; and he afterwards was a companion and co-labourcr
with St. Paul, in many places. He suffered martyrdom at Salawmis, a city in his
native island of Cyprus, being stoned to death by the Jews. St. Barnabhas has
left behind him an epistle addressed to Jewish converts.

NATIVITY OF ST. JOIIN THE BAPTIST.
(JUNE 24)
** Many shall rejoico at his birth,” St. Luks1: 14,

Tue Church in commemorating her saints usually cclebrates the day of their
death, because it was in their deaths that they glorified their Master. But in
the case of St, John the Baptist she departs from the rule, because his birth,
like that of our Lord, was not only wonderful in itself but the occasion of great
rejoicing to those who looked for the coming of the Messiah.

It wasdeclared by the angel who forcfold his birth to Lis father, that iie should

_ be the messenger to prepare the way of the Lord, and turn the hearts of the
people to Him; and we know that by his holy life and earnest preaching, he
converted multitudes of the Jews, and prepared them for the near approach of
our Saviour.

He is called the Baptist, because he baptised all his converts, and had tke
honor, moreover of baptizing our Lord Himself. The Church exhorts her
children to ““ repent truly, according to his preaching,’” to imitate his holy [ife,
and to follow his example of boldly speaking the truth, and patiently suffering
for its sake.

{Written for The Church Mugazine.}
ST. PETER.
(JUNE 2.

MonrNiNG Lzesons.—Ecclus. xv. Actsul. Evesinag Lessons.—Ecclus. x1x, Actsiv,

¢ I am glad we are at home this evening,”” said Hugh on the 20th of June;"”
‘‘wo have already passed two Saints’ Days this month without our talk, and
there must be so much to hear about St. Peter. I learnta good deal from the
services of the day, but will you tell me his whole history 7"’

¢ Willingly, my dear boy,” replied Mrs. Clifton,”” as faras I can, and you
may bring your Bible and find the places to which I shall refer. Simon, the
son of Jonas, was like St. Philip, born at Bethsaida, and was first brought to
Jesus by his brother Andrew. Our Lord who knew what was in man, and
foresaw that he would be one of the boldest and most zealous of His followers,
at once named him Cephas or Peter, which signifiesa rock or stone, but He
did not then call him to become a disciple; that was not till some time after,
when He found him with his brother and the two sons of Zcbedee fishing by
the Lake of Gennesareth, and, after giving them the miraculous draught of
fishes, as mentioned by St. Luke, chap. v, said to them, ‘“come ye after
me, and I will make you to become fishers of men, and straightway they
forsook their nets, and followed Him.”” From this time St. Peter was con-
stantly with our Lord. He was one of His chosen Apostles, and being the
eldest is always named first, and generally speaks for the whole body in their
conversations with their Master; as in the Gospel for the day, where in the
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name of all the Apostles, he makes that noble avowal of faith, which drew
forth such high com:mendation from his Lo:d, and the declaration that he
was indeed Peter, a rock strong and steadfast, and that on this faith the
Church should rest so firmly, that nothing should ever be able to destroy it.

* Can you tell me uow, some other instances where St. Peter is particularly
mentioned in the gospel?”

“ Oh yes, several; one of our Lord's first miracles was the healing
of St. Peter's wife's mother ; and together with St. James and St. John,
8t. Peter was present at the Transfiguration, the raising of Jairus’ daughter,
and during the agony in the garden of Gethsemane. He wae one of the four
too, St. Mark tells us, chap. xiii, who came piivately to Jesus on the Mount
of Olives; and then, St. Peter was the one who went to meet Jesus,
walking on the sea.”

“Yes, he did not fear to go to his Master, and though when the waves
became boisterous, his faith and his courage did begin to fail, it was to his
Master he cried for help, and He saved him. Every passage in St Peter’s
life shews how his whole heart was given up to the Saviour; he was always
foremost in professing his love for Him, in expressing his readiness to die for
Him; yet we know “e sinned most grievously, after Jesus had waruned him;
perhaps to teach us how humble we should be, how little we should trust and
depend upon our own strength ; for surely if we do, we shall likewise fall. But
if this great Apostle is a warning to us in his sin, so is he also an example in his
penitence. One look from his Divine Master recalled him to himself, ‘¢ and he
went out and wept bitterly.”’ Hisdecp, sincere repentance brought full pardon
from hig merciful Lord, and after the Resurrection, he was singled out to receive
aspecial proof of Christ's love and forgiveness. As his denial had been three-
fold, so our Lord gave him three separate charges to ‘‘ feed hissheep.”” And
well did he fulfil the trust. After the Ascension we find him foremost in every
work for the Church. He it was who reminded the other Apostles of the duty
of electing one in the room of Judas; and it was after his wonderful sermon on
the day of Pentecost, that 3,000 souls were added to the Church. The second
lessons for the day tell us of his going daily to the Temple at the hour of prayer;
and of the healing of the lame man; and the portion of Seriptuve read for the
Epistle describes the miraculous deliverance from prison, and from the power
and malice of Herod. I cannot repeat all thut is told us of thic great Apostle;
you canread for yourself in the Acts, chap. v, the sad history of Aunapias and
Saphira ; and in chap. x of the sending of St. Peter to preach to the Gentiles,
in answer to the prayer of Cornelius. ‘

There is little known of his life after the dispersion of the Apostles.abroad to
preach the gospel ; but it is said that he laboured for thirty gears with great
Success in Asia Minor; some say he founded the Church at Antioch, where the
disciples were first called Christians, and was himself the first Bishop of that see.
He made two journeys to Rome, one in the reign of Emperor Claudius; the
second in that of Emperor Nero, by whose order be was put to death, about
t?\e same time St. Paul was. He was first scourged, and then led to circumci-
sion. At his earnest request he was crucified with his head dowawards, uot
thinking himself worthy to suffer in the same way as his Divine Lard and
Master. He has left behind him two epistles for the comfort and instruction of
Christians in all ages, and 2 bright example of zeal and faithfulness which may
God give us all grace to imitiate.
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“ Thank you ; but one more question please; why is St. Peter alwaysdrawn
with keys in his hand? "'

* In memory of our Lord’s promise as recorded in the gospel, that to him as
representing the Chureh, e would give the keys of leaven.  And in mewory
of Christ's carnest command to him to feed His flock, we pray more especially
in the Collect this day for all bishops and priests, that Ged * would make them
diligently to preach Iis Holy Word, and the people sbediently to follow the
same,’ that so both we and they for our Saviour’s sake, ‘ may receive the crown
of everlasting life”."

L. . B

Y1I3W OF THE CITY OF NANTES.

THE CITY OF NANTES, FRANCE.

The city of Nantes is situated on the river Loire, two hundred and eight milee
Southwest of Paris with which it is connected by a railroad.

Some twelve bridges connect the town on the right bank of the river with
the several islands at the coafluence of the Erdre and Sevre—Nantaise, and
with the suberb Madelaine on the left bank of the Loire. .

Nantes is a bishop’s see, and has a tribunal of commerce, national college,
normal school, public library of thirty thousand volumes, observatory, botanic
gardens, and a magazine of munitions for the marine.

The chief building is the Cathedral with its two towers one hundred and
seventy feet in height. There are also a castle of ancient dukes, prefecture,
coin cxchange, town-hall, and mint.

On the Loire there are numerous manufactorics of cottons, as well as cannon
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founderies, potteries, distilleries and ship-building
a thousand tons are buili on the Loire, yet the por

vessels of two hundred tons.

o

yards.  Though vessels of
t of Nantes can only admit

The canal of Naute« conneets the Loire and the Vilaine.

The cclebrated Fadict of Nantes by which

Henry YV, of France grantcd tol-

eration to his Protestant subjeets was provulgated in 1598 but was revoked

by Lonis XTV., Qct. 24th 1683,

This unjust policy was the means of fifiy

thonsand tndustrious artisans emigrating to England ; and upwards of seven hun-
dred and fifty thousand other Protestants lett France fur other couatries. Of

thousands of them who were manufacturers of silks some
others settled in Soho and St. Giles, (L

settled in Spitalficlds and
ondon), and followed their several arts

of making cry<tal glasses, jewelry, and different fine works, at that time little

understood in Fngland.

Their descendants are now to be scen in these parts of London.

AN OLD SERMON WITH A NEW TEXT.

My wifc contrived a flecoy thing
Her husband to infold;

Fortis a joy to woman 1rue
To cover from the cold ;

My daughter made it a now test
For a sermon vory old.

The child camo trotting to her side,
Ready with bootless aid

* Jaly will maake one for Papa”
The tiny woman said.

Her mot“er gave the noedful thing,
And a koot upon the thread.

But, alas ! the knot would not cote through,
“Mamma ! mammal” she cried ;
Her mother cut away the knot,
And sho was satisfied, .
Apd pulld the thread right through and
through,
And worked in joy and pride.

Her mother told mo this;and I
Straightway spied something more
Great weanings often hide thetselves
With small words on tne docr;
And [ brooded over this my taxt,

Till tho sced a sermon bore,

And unto you I preach it nosr
A little sermon, low :
Lsit not thus a thousand times
As through thoworld o go?
0 Wo not pull, and frot, and say,
Tostead of ** Yes, Lord,” * No”?

Yet all the rough things that we meot,
That will not move a jut—

The hindrances to heart and feot,—
Tho crook in every lot,—

What wean thoy, but that ovory throad
Has at the cnd a kpot.

Al men must makoa kind of clothes
To shield thoir hearts from frost;
And circumstance is God’s great sweb

To elotho tho trembling host :
Shall we, because our thread is fast,
Think all our Iabour lost?

If wo should cut away the knot,
And grant cach fancy wild,

The hiddon sife within our hoarts,
Tis life, the Undefiled,

Would fare as ill as I should faro
From the needle of my child.

For as the lines that hold the 9ail:
A3 my verso, tho rhyme ;

Asmountains on the low grecen carth,
So fair, so hard to climb :

As o call of striking clock, amid
The quict flow of timo;

As blows of sculptor's maliet struck
Upon the marblo’s ace;

Buch are God’s Yea and Nay upon
The Spirit’s 8rowing grace

So work His making hands with what
Does and does not take placo.

Wo know no more the things we noad
Than child to choose his food :

We know not what wo may bo yet,
So know not prosont good :

For God's Ideal, who but Gog
Hath ever understood ?

Thisis my sermon. It js preacaed
Zgainst all useless strifo;

Strive not with aoything to wish
To cut it with your koife;

Thou azt but pulling at tho knat
That holdeth fast thy life,

- Georoe McDoxarp,
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SYNODS.

Probably there never wasa good or desirable practice introduced inty the
Christian Church which did not, at first, meet with considerable opposition. as
well as awaken a wide spread distrust. It is rational, perhaps it is right, thay
it should be so. At any rate, the writer is not among those who would be glad
to see any and every change, or even improvement, adopted as soun as propos-
ed. There is a strong consercative feeling always among Churchmen, which
causes them instinctively to shrink from change, and this feeling is entitled to
the greatest respect.  Those of the coming geueration way laugh at it, and call
it old fashioned, and obstructive ; but. there it is, truc in principal, though some-
what inconvenient in practice ; and, we repeat, ought and must be treated with
respeet. Menare very apt to stercotype their ideas between the age of twen-
five and thirty ; and it is not the fault of those whose opiniuns now deservedly
carry weight, if their views of Church polity and worship were formed before
the waves of the great Church revival in England reachied these shores.

We ought not then, to wonder or be disheartened at the indifference, or even
opposition which the proposal to reconsider the Synod question meets with.
It 1s true thatten years have passed away since the proposition to hold a Synod in
New Brunswick was negatived, through some undefined fear of popery, which
the Right Hon. W. E. Gladstone, who livesinEngland and who framed a permis-
sive Synod bill for the British Parliament, was thought to be about to insinuate
amongst us. This absurd notion was sedulously fostered, and the result was
that Synods, so far as the diocese of Fredericton was concerned, were indefinite-
ly postponed. But ten years is along time, bringing great changes. and it is
not impossible that many persons may now see this question in a somewhat
different light. At any rate, we are glad to know that the extremely silly ex-
ample set by the parish of W’ood;tqck, which was respectfully followed by the
parish of 8t. Mark, has not had imitators, but that the majority, including even
those at present opposed to Synods, have so far shown respect to their l?ish(-p
and clergy, and fellow Churchumen, as to discuss the question. Nothing could
be more absurd than the *‘ Woodstock locutus-est”’—sort of way in which the
matter was settled in Carleton County. *‘ We in our wisdom negatived that
question ten years aro, and forever.”

Well, the writer has taken some trouble to learn the objections which people
advanued against s Synod, and fiuds them of the most opposite kinds. Most

cople who objec. have a vague,undefined idea that it is going to increase the
ﬁisbop’s power.” In what way this will be done no one seems able to explain.
It is supposed that the Bishop of ilie diveese is always on the watch to rivet
the chains of popety, or something worse, round people’s necks; and that if
only once he gets a Synod, he is clever enough to influence the minds of fifty or
sixty clergymen and twice that number of laymen, to make them do just what
he likes, whether it approves itself to their judgment or not, and in this way’
all sorts of ecclesiastical tyrany will be imroduceg. The Bishop is an able man,
certainly, as even the truly %ious writers who occasionaliy insult him in
religious newslgapcrs admit ; but he must be much more able than we think if he
can control a Diocesan Synod in the way people say he will; and judging from
what we have heard and seen of his lordsii , we should imagine he would be
the last person in the world to wish that public opinion should either be stifled or
controlled. Tho truth is, that Synodical action, s far from Zncreasing the
episcopal power, has direct tendency to decrease it : for while, as at_present,
every clergyman takes oath of canonical obedience to the Bishop, an obligation
based upon the canon law of the Catholic Church and which may be arbitrarily
interpreted by the Bishop—which he is bound to observe: under Synodical

overnment,no act can become of force which has not received the assent of the
clergy and people as well as that of tho Bishop. And so we see that this objec-
tion 18 a mere fancy, which reasonable men ought to be ashamed to put forwa:d.

On the other hand, we know several exce lent people who seriously object to
the modern Synod on the ground of its tending to make the government of the
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Church republican, or perhaps Preshyterian. Such percons say that the ruling
of the Church was committed to the apostles by our Lord, and that those who
suceeeded the apostles ought to govern the Churchi; and that the clerzy ought
tn ohey their Bizhop, aud to rule their pavishes according to his wishes,  This,
the primitive idea of FEpiscopacy, has after all many supporters, who are unwil-
ling that any other form of government should be reeognized.

But mav it not be po~sible that the path of true wisdom is that of modera-
tinn, which accepts ncither posttion assigned to these extremwes; and which
laoking at the dificulties of our eccclesiastical existence, as laid down Ly the
(“ilenso judgment, is prepared to fuce them. and to try earnestly to place our
Church on such a fuoting that immerakity can be corected and  extrayaganees
re-trained by a living power, composed of the whole Church, and sustained by
the laws of the land. .\t the present moment it is doubtful whether any
cloravman could for any cause, be deprived of the possession of the glebe to
which he has been legally inducted. lllm\- far thisis a desirable state ot things
we can judze for ourselves. It is to remedy this. among other things, that the
aipporters of the Synod desire that this diocese should” adupt the same polity
a- that which every where clee is extablished in the Church of North America.

The coming mecting in July is one of great importance. [t is possible that
the question may be azain po-tponed : but it can only be for a time.  Synods
way have an up hill fight for existence, at first. but asto their final adoption
there can be question. We are not prepared to admit that the Church in this
provinee should be governed by vules made several hundred years ago for ano-
ther country and another state of society. Such an attenipt only has the resnlt
ofadapting an olsolete code of laws which it is tmpossible to carry into effeet ;
while the Church which, ought to be, and is really, elastic enough to fit her
services and ministrations to the wants of a new conntry, is cramped and hinder-
ot hy the regulations of by-gone years. I we wish the Chureh to ¢xpand and
grow, we must take care that the blood eircuistes to every part of the body ; that
the head is not scparaied from the trunk, nor it again from the limbs, Bishop,
priects, and people, must be brought together, to see cach other face te face:
tn find out tlhe weakness under which we labour, and to apply the remedy.
Thenarrow spirit of party, which insists upon its own little mserable shibboleth,
must be exorcised, and inen learn to recognize that others besidés themselves
may possibly have the honour of God and the welfare of His Church at heart.
That a Synod would have this desirable effeet, in whatever else it might fail, is
our earnest belief; and for this reason we heartily wish success to the move-
ment.

CORRESPONDEXNCE.

DIOCESAN CHURCH SOCIETY.
(To the Editor of The Church ilagazine.)
My Drar Sir,—

At the present eritical position of the Church in this province, it behoves
every person who feels an interest in that Church’s welfare, to do something
however small for the preservation of the truth.  Allow me throngh your Church
Magazine to address a few plain words to the members of the Chureh ; touching
our position as part of the Catholic Church of Christ.

I take it for granted that most of your readers are aware by means of the
Bishap'e late civculars of our real position as a Church, and that we arc from this
time mainly dependent on ourselves. The Diocesan Church Society then is to
be. nay must_be, the great medium of the Church’s support in this province.
And it is to this Society. and the successor failure of its funds, to which we
must look for atrue estimate of the Church's progress.

At this present time, when the annual subscriptions and half yearly collections
are being made, let us all do our utmost for this Society, so that when the
yearly aceount is made up, we may have the gratification to find that the £300
currency of which the Bishop speaks may have been more than realised over last
year's subseriptions.
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This is not a trifling subject; for as the soul is of more importance than the
body, so thewelfare of the Redeemer’sChurch ought to transcend every earthly ob-
jeet,and are we not in danger, lest the great political strife which i3 going on
around ns, should draw us away from our duty to God's Church.  Let us then,
brother Churchmen at this exciting period of Jour history, not forget the clims
which the mother Chureh has upon our love and gratitude ; but in obedicnce to
var Master, let us seek first t{m Kiungdom of God and Tlis righteousness
‘“and all other needful things shall be added unto us.  Oh! that men would
be more careful of their duty toward God and His Church ; then we might
hope as a nation, that being undec the peeuliar favour of the Ahn'\ghly.iic
would gaard us from foes without and enemies within,  But considering our
Inkewarmness in the cause of religion: looking on our own weak and childish
differences compared with the magnitude of our own re-pon-iblity, can we
wonder that we are distrustful of God’s providence, that we are thrown into
commation as a people upon the slightest oceasions, and that when we read
such words as the following we feel that that they cannot be applied to us,
* Happy are the people who are in such a ease, yea, blessed are the people
who have the Lord for their God.”’

Let us then daring the month of June make greater efforts than we  have
ever done before for the colle:tion of funds for the Diocesun Churcli Society
there are various methods of raising this money, and I shai not take up any
~pace in speaking of them.; But let us aim at one thing, viz., induce every
member of our congregations, young or old to become subseribers, and let us
never refuse, but on the contrary sohieit the smallest suhscriptions : for even in
this case we ought not ** to despise the day of small things.”’

It only requires a united and combined effort of the clergy and laity, to show
at this time that there is yet vitality and strength in the Church, and that by the
blessing of God we are determined to work more eainestly for Himin the
future. A CouxTrYy Parsox.

@oloninl and Forvcign Church ANews.

Diocrsax Caurcn Socirty.~The general committee meetings are to be held at Trinity
Church Sunday School Room on Tucsduay and Wednesday evenings, 3rd and 4th July next,
and the anniversary mceting on Thursday eveniag, 5th of Juls.

It is to be hoped that the clergy and lay-delegates from the country parishes will make
every cxertion to be present, more especially as the discussion respecting the formation of
a Diocesan Synod will take place sometime during the week.

If nccessary, special collectiony should be made In the various churches to defray at least
the travelling experses of the clergy and lay-delegates.

CoxriaMaTioN.—~0n the Sunday after Ascension Day the T.ord Bishop of the diocese con-
firmed about thirty persons of cither sexat St, Paul’s(Valley) Church, Portland ; and on the
following day upwardsof a hundred at Trinity Church, St John.

The extemporancous address of his Lordship to the candidates after the administration of
the holy rite,wasoveran hour in lenzth, and was dslivered in the Bishop’s usualiwpressive
and happy manner. It wasoneof the most comprebensive . instructive, and practical ad-
dresses on the subject which it has ever been our privilege to hear. The explanation of
the origin, nature, and requirements of Corfirmation was s clear and convincing asthe
words in which it was conveyed were simple, fitting and forcible. Inthe warnings against
cvil habits, and pernicious practices thero was one—alas!too common in onr province—
upon which the Bishop somewhat enlarged. This was the babit of slander, back-biting,
and idle gossip. We trust the good advice given on this point will not be forgotten by any
of those who heard it—for assuredly all had something to answer for in this respect.

The Bishop al:o pointed out that o spirit of liberality towards membersof otber denomina-
tions should be cultivated. To bo a good consistent member of the Church of England it
was not necessary to abuso those who did not agreo with us, however we might differ from
themw io the religious views we held. He, himself, he said, had learnt raach from tho other
religious bodics in this province, and had still much to Icarn from them.

The closing portions ofthe address were most touching n25d cioquent.

We learn from the Church Winecse that after the confirmation at Trinity Church the
Bisbop ** delivered a sound practical address founded on the well-known words of Solomon—
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*When thouw vewest a vane uanto God, defer not 1o pay it - for he hath noe pleasure in fooly @
Py that which thou hast vowed.—~Eccnes, V. 4.7

Qu Tranity Sunday histardhip the Bishop of the dincese helld an ordwntion in the cathe-
dril at Fredericton, when Me: Edward Hamagton, B, A, of tho Umiversity of New Brupswick,
and Mr. Chailes Mathew, B, A. of Jng's Coltege, Wimldsor, Noyva Scotis, were admitted to
the dineonste. This impies-ive rervice tonk nlace 31 o'clock, in the presence of a cronded
conmezation, The Holy Communion was afternwands celebrated by the Bishop,

We underatanit that Mr. Hanninzton has heen appointed to seeve the pansh of Mangercille-
cutd Burton during the absence of the rector; and that M, Mathew his been livensed as
as-t=tant curate of the parch of St Mark in 3t. John.

Weare enibled ta stute on good authority, thut eighteen of the parishes have clected dele-
aates to discuss the Synod question i while cight have cither declined to send representatives
or have elected them with anstiuctions to opose the Synod. There are other parishes which
m a3t prebability will send delegates zo that the subjcet wll at apy rate receive a sespeciful
eostderation,

Nova Scotia:—On thosubject of Synods the Nova fQeutia Charch Chyonicle says: We may
he thaakfal that we have aSynod already establi-hed, representing nearly all the diocese re-
coznized by the Crown asthe representative of the Chureh of Nova Scotia, nud fully capable of
hamdling such matters of intereat.

Bat for the sake of uniformlty in practice. it would be well for the several dioceses to aet
topethier. Why sbould not the Church m the Maritume Provinces do asthey now doin Capada,
—cleet their owa Mctropolitan, and have thewr Provincial Synod? Canada istoo distant, and
ber district already too large, to make it desirable that we should be united under her Metro-
politan; but we have Church wewbers cnouzh in Newfoundiand: New Brunswick and Nova
Scotia to form a province and act in unity fur oursclves. The Crown will 1ssue no more
fetters-patent, even of the partial character already gwven ; and it apbears to be the design of
the Baglish Guvernment that in Church matters, as woll as in politics, the colomes should
think and act for thewselves.

The General Aunual Meeting of the Dinccesan Church Society will be held in Halifax on
Monday, the 20d July next, at two o'clock p. m.

Caxiniax.~The Bishop of Western New York has reecently paid a visit, by iacitation, to
Torouto, for the uprposc of addressing the Church Society of the Diocesc. He was met at the
station by the Lord Bishop of Toronto, now nearly ninety years of age. Every attention was
shewn to tho American Bishop during his stay, and hisaddress to the Church Society was re-
ceived with much approbatiou, the audicncc rising en masse to return their thanks,

There wil) probably be & Coadjutor Bishop appointed at the next meeting of the Synod of
Taranto to assist the aged Bishop of that diecese, who feels that he cannot overtake the in-
creasing duty.

St. Stephen's Church Toronto, recently destrayed by fire has been rebuilt at a cost of $500,

The internal arrangewments arce very similar {0 theold ones.  The windows aresaid to be very
beautsful.

BrryeDA. —The Bishop of Newfoundiand has received the neeessary recogniticn by the
local Government of Berinuda. By the last leensus the Church population of the Berinudas
w®as 9474,

Itis Jordship at his late visitation there, confirmed 128 candidater, and afterwards occupicd
himself in forming and instructing a ** Choral Association.’”” More clergy scem to be required
on the island.

Uxitrp Sratres.—Tho bells presented to St. Mary’s, Burlington, in memorial of Bishop
Doane, chimed out their first song of praise at sun-risc on Easter moreing. It was the inten-
tion of the Rector to have a muflicd peal on the 27t April, begiuning at the hour when the

greatand good Bishop catered into hisrest. Itisintended that this shall be an anoual cus-
tom.~Church Jourual.

The Divorco Court in London has pronounced a Mormon marrige null and void ab initio on
the ground that o polygamous marrige is no marriage at alf.

The Eastern Church Association have issued two Tracts. One isthe Ror. Wm. Stubb’s
letter ¢5 5 Russian friend on The Apostolical Succession in the Church of Englund. and the other
13an extract from Dr. Pusoy’s Eirenicon on The Eussential Unity of the Church. Both these
tracts ure in the course of puplication in the Russian languago.

The Bishop of Limerick, Dr, Griffin, dicd on tho5th of April, at Dublin, aged 80 soars.



0 COLONIAL AND FOREIGN CHURCI! NEWS,

The Viceroy of Fxypt has given tho American mizeion “a fine block of buidings, worth
$10.000. for their mission houscs, chapels, schools, and nresses, and has ordered that the
membors and migsion shall pass frec of charge over the government railroads, and that al)
religious hooks and pupers shall be exempt from duty.” So sbould it be likewize with reli-
gious literature in cvery Iand ; free always from tax or duty.— Episcopal Recorder.

The new Church at Inverness, in Scotland, is to be made the cathedral of the Bishop of

Moray and Ross. Even Presbyterians subscribe to tho building fund,

The new Bishon of Maritzburg, is to be the Ven. Hugh Hyndman Jones, Archdeacon of
Demerara,

Str J. T. CoLKRIPGE who was onc of"the Into Mr. Kceble's oldest and most intimate friends
thus writes on the subject of hisdeath ;:—

**I nced not enlurgo upon the fecling which tho news of Keble's death excited through the
Jand. 1 have known nothing tike it—nothing 2o calculated in its character to soothe the
hearts of sorrowing frionds and relations : deep it was, tonder, universal, testified not alone by
those who had beon his pupils, friends, or diseiples, or who shared his opinions -not alone by
Churchmen—not alone by the educated ; it was the solemn and sincere sorrow of all who had
come within the influonce of his teaching or example: and what a comprehensive circumfer-
ence is that! In thesetimes of sharp division it is indeed a comforting thought to dwel on,
and in rezard to @ man whose own belief was so decidedly pronounced, and who, humble
sud diflident as he was, nover faltered for a moment in the strong expression of it, nor would
have compromised an iota of what he believed to be the truth to gain a world of admirers, for
a while all differences should be forgotten, and that round his grave all hearts should unite in
Jove and sorrow for th.oir Irss &f thistrue servant of our common Lord, Unimpeached sin-
cerity, consistent virtue, remarkable ability and learning, great poctic geniag, alone orall
together could not account for this: but it lowed from all these, united to and mellowed and
sanctified by uniform sweetness, humility profound as it was habitually apparent, active and
ever loving-heartednese.”

The following is an extract from a letter written by s distinguished American clergyman at
Naples to Sir J. Coledridge who had introduced him and bis daughtersto the lamented poet
in July last:—

** 1 look back on that interview of one short hour as a golden spot in memory: it was so 10
keeping with the gentlo author of the Christian Year, with his winning and loving nature,
thatcame out iike sunshine upon usail, making us happier and better for being with hime
We were all very much struck with the simplicity and childlike case of his ways, His five
parts were so wonderfully softened by tho richer gifts of grace, that I thought I had never
seen cither scholar or divine so attractive.

‘Fhis true poet bas moulded wore minds and hearts after the Church’s way than any other
of this, or perhaps any, age. His name is a favourite throughout our American Church. It
is familiar to young and old. His mourners will be found in every land: and yet, as you say,
thoso only whoare strangerswill iook upon him asdcas? : as such only, I am snre, oven through
hisgrey hairs,and his bent form at thelast, could tas. to perceive the freshness of his youth.’

Fuxeral o TaR Rev. JoAN KreLe.—Tho following extract of the account of the funeral
we copy from the London Guardian:—The funeral of the Rev. Jobo Keble took place in
Hursley vitlage churchyard vn Friday, The body had been brought the day before from
Bourncmouth. At cight o’clock on Friday morning it was borne into the church from the
vicarage upos the parich bier ; a violet pall with a red cross covering it. The choir led the
procession and chanted the sentences which begin the Burial Service. On being set down in
the middle of the chancel, Holy Communion was celebrated by the Rev, J, W. Ricbarde,
senior curate ; eighty-one persons communicated. The al(ar had its usual Es<wr hangings of
white and gold, but the pulpit and lectorn, tho roredos, and Mr. Koble's stall in the choir
wero hung with black decorated with'white—a wreath of white camellias occupying tho vacant
soat. At the conclusion of the Communion Service the body was left by his bosom friends in
the church .—

The oye of Faith that waxes bright
Each momept by Thine altar’s Light,

Sees them e’en now: thoy still abide
In mystery kncoling at our side §

And with them every spirit blest,
From realms of triumph or of reat,

m Him who saw creation’s morn.
Of all Thino angels eldest born,

To tho poor babe, who died to-day,
Tako %a.rt in our thanksgiving lay,
Watching the tearful joy and calm,
‘While sinners tasto Thine heavenly balm.
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The early train to Winchester hrought many from London, and at half-pnat cloven o’olock the
church was again filled by a large congregation, Morning Prayoer and the Litany wero sung
by the two curates, Mr, Richards and Mr. Fincher, aftor which tho Burial Servico was con-
tnued from tho point where it stapned in the morning. The wervice was choral, to Talliz’s
music by the village chorr, as on Sundayy, except that the organ did not accompany tho res-
ponses; the Pralms and Cantieles were chanted to the simplo Anglican music with which the
chuir were woll acquainted.  After the Third Colleet, the hymn No. 97 in tho Salisdbury Hymn-
book, “Jeaushives,” was sung to a fiursiey tuno which 18 notin print; the Burial Psalms were
chauted to 2nd Tone in Helmoro: in procession to the grave. Psalua 130, “De profundis” to
dakeley's Quudruple Chant in F: the anthem, “I heard o veice,” to 2 Hursley setting, not in
print: and finally was sung just before tho blessing Psalm I3, in Mr Koblo's own metrical
version in the Ouford Paalter, and to the old tune * St. David’s,” the psalm and tune always
sung ut the grave side wn Hursley whenever (whiel is the ecxeeption, not the rule) one is used.
The chief mourners wero the Rev, Thomas Keblo, Junr., Mrs. C. Prevost and Miss Keblo
Muaster G, Keble, Master R. Champernowne, and Master John Kuble; Mr. J. P. Young, the
Rev. Peter Young, the Rev. R. Chawmpernowne, Mrs, T. Keble, Junr., and Captain C. Prevost
Mr. E.and Mr. 5. Coxwell. After theso followed o nunaber of clergymen. ‘Tho pall-bearers
wesurplices, stoles, aud,hoods, ¥tood round the coffin during theservice. Thecoffin is of palish-
cd vak, a loug giit ¢ross at the top, und the inseription on & brass plato at the foot;~—
JOANNES KEBLEK
Dio Martii xxix
H.UCCC.LXYL
Atat LIXIv.,
In Jesu obdormivit.

At the grave, which ig near the entranco to tho wicket-gate of the vicarage, at the aouthwrest
corner of tho churchyard, there was a great concourse of people. Crowds pressed forward to
tako a last look at the coflin. At the conclusion of tho service the bells of the church rang a
auflied peal. And thus they—
Gently laid him down
Within some circling woodland wall,
Where bright leaves, reddening ere they fall,
Wave gaily o'er the waters brown,

And let some graceful arch be thers
With wreathed miilions proud,
With burnish'd ivy for itssereep,
And wnoss, that grows as fresh and green
As though beaeath an April cloud,

We aro pleased to announce that immediately aftor tho funeral a fow of his porsonal friends
mot together for the purpose of considering a suitable nemorial of the reverod author of The
Oyristian Year, and we hope shortly to be ahle to speak moro definitely on the subject.

EDITORIAL NOTICES.

Having alroady reccived so many ovidences of the favour with which tho first number of
the new series was recoived it would be ungrateful in us notto take this opportanity of
thanking our many frionds among the clergy for their kind and prompt oxertions on behalf of
tho magazine. Itis very gratifying to know that the magazine now finds its way into every
part of the diocese, and also inte Canada, Nova Scotia, and the United States,

Rewittances received duriog the month of May were as follows:—

From Buctouche $3.80;: Fredericton, Dumfrice, and Bathurst $5.40: Kingston K. C. $10:
Richibucto $6.30; Shodiac $7.20; St. Mary’s $1.20; Quebec $3; Chatham $9: Springficld §6,
St. George $9; St. Stophen $18: Princo William 60 cents,

There wore some typhographical mistakes in theilast sumber, and wo sogrot the omissiop of
some small words in geveral paragraphs under the head of Colonial and Foreign Church news
These, how sver, swere detected before the whole edition was printed.

The Rev. A. W. M.. Quebec, will please accept our ‘hanks for his kind offer.
Gontnibutions from “ C.” aud others have been received, for some of which we shall try and
find room in tho number for July.

Much interesting matter in typo has been crowded out of this number.

Mr. J, Jordan is duly authoriscd to act as agent for this Magazine.
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ANSWERS.

*C. P will be surprised to hoar that the practice so provalent in his part of the diocese,
a httle wiiile azo, is still to be seon in churches in thiscity where in other respects those
who worship m them are vory particular. Choristers, even, have been seen to euter
theirchurches and «it down without saying the castowaary siient prayer, while others e
variably turn round fucing the doors and pray luokiog us it were 1into their hats,

M. R. 1. We think soloy in churchey shonld be avuided as much as posmble~
Duette, oceasionully, ure all very well, but choirs shounad strivo to have therr selections as
much ns possible made up of choral music. 2, A Presbyterian Clergyman looking for the
Chureh” will give you an insight into those inatters you scek information upon.

We arc sorry to to bo obliged azain to hold over the puper on Ritzaham kindly sest to
us gome time ago ; but it could not be helped.
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