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Rejected Onmm::iutiona will not be returned, to which rule no

During the year all must have felt the absence of our re-
spected and renowned Principal. Dr. Dawson could not but be
missed by the Governors and Professors, as well as by the Un-
dergraduates of the University, and all, we are sure, will be
glad to welcome him back amongst us. 'We have taken great
pleasure during the winter in following his movements in Europe,
and although the College was deprived of his teaching and his
counsel, yet we were glad to know that his health was being
recruited and that he was enjoying a well deserved holiday

exception can be m The name of the writer must always it
& communication.

THE UNRECORDED VOTE.
At the gate where gentlemen make the laws,
She stopped one wintry night ;
And she wrapped her cloak close—how it tears, how it gnaws,
That hunger, with cruel spite !
And marvelled why the gay beam flashed from the tower's stately height.

O'er the distant streets, o’er the lanes and squares,
The great eye cireled round ;
And she thought, as she gazed, if the eye of God stares,
So far, far above the ground,
So cold, 8o clear ; not half way up and the cry of want is drowned.

And the people surged in the entry there,
For party was at stake ;
And the whips were worn out with the worry and care,
And all for the party’s sake :
Men said the Ministry was doomed, when the Opposition spake.
‘Yet again the cheers ringing sharp and shrill,
From gaping throats upsent !
And the loudest of all for the member whose Bill
‘Was startling the Parliament :
Her feeblo cheer—she knew not why—with the multitude’s was blent,

In the land the poor shall for ever be,
The Christ said that of old ;
But they ought to abide where the rich cannot see,
Away from the marts of gold,
Away from Senate’s lordly pomp, where the nation’s fame is scrolled,
With affairs of state famous * statesmen” dealt,
The crisis met its hour ;
And the Whig fought the Tory, and Saxon fought Celt,
s With boast, in the pride of power :
The hearts of yore were beating still ; thei. great England ne’er should cower,
"Twas a grand debate, and the House was thronged,
With Commoner and Peer ;
And they swore that the flag of their country was wronged,
Away in the southern sphere :
The woman crawled and huddled down by the bridge'’s pathway near,

And the night crept on, and the votes were cast—
The old regime was dead ;
And the beam flashing round lit her face as it passed—
The soul from its pangs had fled ;
And silent rose to God's white throne where the deeds of state are said.
Montreal. Cuas.E. Movse.

Goitorials.

Following the custom of all editors at the close of our labours
we turn and look back upon the course of events since we were
entrusted with the management of the Gazerre in September
last. In this retrospective view nothing seems to us to call for
special notice, for the session just closed may shortly be de-
scribed as prosperous and uneventful,

gst pl scenes in the Old World. He was especially
fortunate in being able to be present at the great meeting re-
cently held in Edinburgh—the greatest ting, perhaps, of
representative men in all departments of knowledge ever held
in Britain,

But it must have heen particularly gratifying to Dr. Dawson
in his absence to know that everything was moving smoothly
and on the whole very satisfactorily under the management of
those who were called upon to fill his place. In fact, we can
think of nothing which should be more gratifying both to him
and to these gentlemen themselves,

The number of students entered in the several faculties
during the past year was greater than at any previous time in
the history of the University. In round numbers we may say
that five hundred Undergraduates were in attendance. An
increase took place in each of the faculties, except that of Law,
in which there was a considerable diminution, but in this
faculty, too, there is the significant fact to be noted that 80
per cent. of the Underg were Graduates in Arts, Next
session we leok forward to a very considerable increase in this
faculty as well as in the others, so that from this point of view
the outlook is entirely encouraging.

Our losses by death were very serious. Dr. Leach referred
to these in his Convocation address in such touching terms
that we would fain leave what he has said without addition.

The faculty of Applied Science has made remarkable ad-
vances since last year. The number of Undergraduates was
about seventy, a number not so very much short of that in
the faculty of Arts. It is evident to everyone that very soon
greater accommodation must be provided for this increasing
body. A new building is absolutely necessary and must be
provided very soon. Our readers will remember that a rumour
reached us during the session to the effect that one of cur
wealthy citizens was soon to erect a building for the accommo-
dation of this faculty to correspond with the Peter Redpath
Museum. We hope that before we again assemble this ramour
will prove to have been well founded. The number of Pro-
fessors, also, in this faculty is too small, and additions will have
to be made as soon as sufficient funds are forthcoming for the
purpose.

As to the faculty of Medicine it may be said never to have
been in & more flourishing condition. The number of students
was larger than ever before, while the teaching staff received
several additions and underwent several changes which rendered
it even more efficient than before.
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In the sporting world, too, a fair amount of success has fallen
to our lot. ~ Although our football team Wwas not as successful
in the earlier part of the season as we could have wished, still
towards the close some fine playing was done by our men,
Training and hard practice can alone make up for the disadvan-
tages under which we lie in foothall matters, and this fact, we
hope, will be remembered by the players next year. Our
hockey club was also very successful, although the team did
not succeed in winning the carnival cup.  Next winter, how-
ever, we hope to see the cup once more in the hands of old
MeGill.  The completion of the track round the football field
is a matter for congratulation, and those who originated and
carried out the idea deserve general thanks for their efforts,
Unfortunately the Inter-University athletic sports did not come
off last fall as was expected, but we understand that steps have
been taken towards the organization of such a meeting in Octo-
ber next. Another matter in which we took a great deal of
interest was the formation of a University Athletic Association,
but ne action, we are sorry to say, was taken by the Under-
graduates for the furtherance of the scheme during the session,
We are glad to know, however, that the sports committee in.
tend to have this association formed early next year. The
Lawn Tennis club, too, we understand to have had a very suc-
cessful season,

As to ourselves, we have partaken largely of the general
prosperity. - Our financial positi n is better even than last year,
and the number of our subscribers greater, whilst we have not
once had a lack of matter for our columns, We have to thank
many friends for kind assistance during the year, not a fow of
whom were people unconnected with the University, Indeed,
it has been a matter of regret to us that while the Professors
and many outside friends have contributed largely, but very
few of the Undergraduates themselyes have written for us,
This is the only thing we have to complain of, and we can only
hope that our successors will not have even this fault to find
when they come to lay down the pen. How far we have repre-

Anatomy Act passed akout a year ago, and amendments to which
are at present under consideration at Quebec. For the first
time in the history of this province grave-robbing has been en-
tirely unknown, and the army of resurrectionists has died out
because the circumstances which before made the desecration of
graves necessary, have now ceased to exist. N othing, in short,
could be better than the resulis of the wise legislation of last
year.  But we are very sorry to say that there are not wanting
a few individuals of quasi-philant} pic tend, who are at-
tempting to get up a war-cry against this Act which has already
done so much for public decency. Some of our daily papers,
notably the Herald, have lent themselves to this most unreason-
able agitation. In its decrepit old age the Herald has taken to
raving, and when not occupied with the Grand Trunk or the
Court House, the Anatomy Act forms the subject of its hysteri-
cal editorials, Two things it admits, first, that it is absolutely

'y that subjects for anatomical dissecti be provided for
our medical students ; second, that “body-snatching” is an
abomination. But very illogically it goes on to attack the Act
which provides subjects and prevents desecration. The Act
must be done away with because the aged inmates of our chari-
table institutions, receiving Government aid, are tortured by the
thought of what will become of their poor bodies after death,
This is all, of course, a matter of sentiment, but the Herald is
a great believer in sentiment. It confesses that what it says
**is nothing but sentiment, and sentiment is the largest and best
part of human life.” Bug by sentiment the Herald understands
“right feeling based upon good sense,” a rather remarkable de-
finition. But after all this screeching what does this defender
of the heart as against the head demand orsuggest? The editor
expresses a fear that the students are too prone to be lavish or
wasteful with their material, and suggests the propriety of sub.
stituting a wooden model for flesh and bones. At all events he
thinks one subject should suffice to meet ‘»e requirements of a
complete anatomical education! One is rather surprised, after
such suggestions as the above, that the amendment: to the Act

sented the opinions of the students and advanced the interest
of the paper, is a question which we shall not attempt to answer,
We shall be content if we sha'l be found to have improved the

| led by our sentimental friend, should be so very mild as
they are.  After all his thunderings he only asks that the per.
manent inmates of our charitable instituti be excluded from

paper in some slight degree and to have extended its infl
The Graduates, we are glad to be able to state, have this year

the practical operation of the law, and that the time allowed fop
the claiming of bodies be somewhat extended.  Not very much

evinced much greater interest in our welfare than heretof,
and we have several times dis 1 questions in our col
of especial interest to them. Among these was the proposal
made by us for the formation of a University club, a proposal
which met with very warm approval, and which we hope soon
to see carried out by the of the Graduates’ Society.
At the annual meeting of this Society held a few weeks ago,
the desirability of forming a joint-stock company to take over
the management of the Giazette was discussed, and a committee

ppointed to enquire into the questi What the decision of
this i and of the students upon this matter will be we
do not know, but in any case we ask the present subscribers to
the UNiversity Gazerte to continue their interest in the paper
in the future,

It has been a matter of very general remark and of general
congratulation also that during the past session our Medical
School has been amply provided with subjects, and this without
the enactment of revolting scenes hitherto very common in this

city. For this grateful change we have to thank the Provincial

P h, we imagine, will be made to these amendments,
The harm which some good people do with the very best of in.
tentions is very great indeed, and amongst such good people we
must class those who are worrying themselves over the imagin.
ary ills resulting from our Anatomy Act. The harm done, how-
ever, is by no means lessened by the action of these people being
defended on sentimental grounds, even though the sentiment be
supposed to be based on good sense.

At the recent meeting of Convocation several most important
addresses were delivered, The subject treated by D, Johnson
is one which is at present engaging the attention of al] educa-
tionalists, and it cannot be denied that the experience of our
Professors affords evidence of a very material character upon the
point at issue. We were glad to see that the address referred
to was published in full in one of our daily papers. The ad-
dress of the Venerable Archd, Leach we Ives give in

this number. It will be read with pleasure, not alone because
of the importance of its subject matter and the gracefulness of
i of the deep regard in which

its expression, but also on
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our cultured Vice-Principal is held by every person connected
with the University.

We congratulate Principal Dawson and the University at
large upon his reception of the honorary degree of LL.D. from
Edinburgh University. At the recent tercentenary celebration
the Senatus Academicus chose over one hundred savants for dis-
tinction in this way, amongst the number being James Russell
Lowell, Dr. J. 8. Billings, Asst. Surgeon-General, U.8.A.,
Prof. W. A. Green, of Princeton, and Dr. Fordyce Barker, of
New York. All must be sensible that, through Dr. Dawson, a
great honour has been conferred upon nur University.

We are glad to see that the Sports Committee has at last
taken some action in the matter of a University Athletic As-

iati We understand that the draught of a i
has been dmwn up, modelled on the ions of similar As-
sociations at Harvard and elsewhere, md that it is to be sub-
mitted to the Undergraduates in September next. 'We sincerely
hope that the efforts of the C ittee will be ful, and

The Greeks and the Romans were men we revere,
But we've had quite enough of them now for a year,

For Logic~ we rather would reason like fools,
Than learn any more syllogistical rules.

Of phosphorus, sulphur, and that sort of stuff,
Pfui ! long ago, surely, we've had quantum suff.

O'er the field of geometry no more we'll roam,
But work out the problem to make tracks for home,

Gontributions.

Tue MORALITY OF SHAKESPEARE.

[Portions of a paper read before the Shakespeare Club of
Montreal, February 4th, 1884.]

“ Love's Lahour’s Lost” betrays many an evidence of youth,
It contains that minuteness of detail, particularly in regard to
quip and pun, which the immature mind displays in lien of
comprehensive and manly thought. In so far as it indulges in
these, it follows the distinctive bent of the age in which it was
pmlncml It comes down to us, too, as the most Luphuistic of

that the existence of the Association will be inaugurated with
an entirely successful Inter-University meeting.

‘We must once more raise our voice against the way in which
our College grounds are neglected. No sooner had the snow
disappeared from the surface than the noble arn y of nurses in-
vested the north side of the campus, and their smail, but inde
fatigable, charges proceeded to kill the young grass by playing
cricket while the ground was still quite wet. But we have
come to look upon this part of the grounds as belonging not to
the University but to the Montreal nurses, and we hitherto con-
soled ourselves with thinking that the other side, at all events,
might be used by us without our being warned off by some ticket
holder, But this year we are informed that the whole position
must be given up to the enemy., The Montreal Foothall Club
began to practice before the ground had recovered from the
eﬂ'el.t.s of the snow and water, but the damage which they did
was infinitesi pared with the mischief and y
caused by about a hundred small boys who have formed a ju-
venile football club, and call themselves the * Young McGills.”
We are informed that the Registrar has apportioned a large
space to this band, and refuses to allow them to be dislodged as
they all pay fifty cents or so perannum for their privileges, and
the impecuniosity of the authorities will not allow this fruitful
source of revenue to be cut off. So much does this bring in
that half of one porter’s salary, we believe, was once realized in
an unusually prosperous season. Notwithstanding all this we
have the temerity to express our opinion that this bonanza
should be foregone, and all nurses and small boys confined to
one side of the field if allowed in at all

EE—
STUDENTS' PARTING SONG.
Tune :—Vive la Compagnie,
Come, all jolly students of any real worth,
Vive la compagnie !
And roll our glad chorus right heartily forth,
Vive la compagnie |

Chorus :—Vive la, de.
The spring calls to us with witching looks,
*“There's something far better than grubbing 'mong books,”

‘The Muses—fine lndies |- from far we admire,
But give us the girls that set hearts on fire,

Shakespeare’s plays. But this does not prevent it from being
serious, nor from concealing behind abstruse grotesqueness a
moral that is equably sustained. The nature of that moral has
already been glanced at: The folly of taking things as they
ought not to be taken, of making empty unrealities do duty for
sober fact. Words are presented to us instead of deeds;
shadow instead of substance.

In order .0 relieve the wearivess of a life that is essentially
unnatural, in order to vary the monotony of study—and it will
be observed that study forms the staple of the new régime both
in Love's Labour’s Lost and in the Princess, though from different
causes and with different motives in either case—uhere shall be
laughter for king and lords. Fashionable mirth shal) alternate
with gravity. A man of words fantastical,

‘* A man in all the world's new fashion ghnud,
That hath a mint of phrases in his brain”—

the Spaniard Armado, is to relate stories of romance. A most
imposing person, that Armado! Yet is he weak in exact pro-
portion to his imposingness, His intellectual food is wretched
stuff—mere mental milk and water of the poorest quality. He
is attended by a satellite, Moth (i.e. mote) who has to supply
brains to his master, Notico the dialogue in Act L sc. ii.,
where Armado and Moth appear for the first time : “ Boy, what
sign is it, when a man of great spirit grows melancholy {"—
“Comfort me, boy. What great men have been in love f'——
“Is there not a ballad, boy, of the King and the Beggar "
Armado feels that Moth is * quick in answers” and Shakespeare
feels that both of them are instruments for showing the inner
purpose of which he never loses sight. In the spectacle of the
Nine Worthies, the little page takes the part of Hercules—dis-
proportion here between show and subshnce The Spsnuh
Grandee with his fine and his affect

little better than a bird of gaudy plumage, aher all.  There i m
unreality and disproportion even in clothes :

Ary.—By the north pole, I do challenge thee.
fight whhnpah likannorﬂummm: T'll slash ;

T30 i by tho. 'mmd. 1 pray again,
ou, w Arms
D?mmt — Room Ro mm’uoa me.h b

Cost.—I'll do it ln m; -Nn.
Duu ~Most resolute nmpey 1
—Gentlemen and soldiers, pardon me; I will not combat in my
lA)ml‘—You mi dmy it: Pompoy hth made the challenge,

Buon —What reason hve z«u

ARM,— The naked truth of it is, IA«mnoAM; I go woolward for
penance,

The ladies, with practicalness and unconventionalit;
throw them into marked contrast to the men, hel, Xupl-y
the reverse side of matters and to reveal the weakness of the
other sex. There is much wordy talk of the show sort between
the King and Lords about their love. Their wooing shall have
an element of unreality, if possible ; they will press their suits
in disguise, as Muscovites, But t'm wooed are forewarned, and
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= = —_——
are quite equal to the occasion, They change favours and pro-
duce rare confusion, The scheme of the Lords is upset from
the beginning, and even little Moth, their herald, falls a victim
to contradictory fact.

MorH.—* All hail, the richest beauties on the earth 1

Borer.— Beautias no richer than rich taffeta,

Moru.—** A holy parcel of the fairest dames,

The Ladies turn their backs to him.]
That ever turn'd their backs to mortal views "

BIRON, —* Their eyes,” villain, * their eyes,”

]\lorn.—""'{)hlr}_evar turn'd their eyes to mortal views !

ﬁorn.—}‘:(—)ue 3 "‘ out,"findsed. b e

OTH, L ‘u:‘ :)bnyi::;ld. “a:un, eavenly spirits vouchsafe

BIRCY. ~* Once to behold,” rogue,
bu:éﬂ'l;.—“‘ Once to behold with your sun-beamed eyes, with your sun-

Bover.—They will not answer to that epithet ;

You were best call it da hter-beamed ayes,

Mota.—They do not mark me, and that puts me out,

At the end of the play, penance. The men are for wedding
straightway.  But that would never do, 0 they are commanded to
face reality without further hesitation, The King is sent off to a
hermitage’; to some spot where he can examine his intent
wisely, and where no theoretical plans or distractions of the Ar-
mado type can militate against the soundness of his conclusions,
The others are sent into the world itself, and all for a twelve-
month.  As for Biron, the scornful, half-cynical element in him
is to be corrected by an acquaintance with the sorrows and
nhauseousness of a Hospital, for Elizabethan Hospitais seem to
have been “ terrible places to work in.” Such then is the con-
clusion, and although we may say that the women aro light
enough, and cannot for a moment be compared with the im-
mortal creations that stand in the Drematist’s later work, yet
light as they are, they will at least marry sense, and not monas-
tico-Italianate sentiment. And the Don? How does he fare 1
“I am a votory. I have vowed to Jaquenetta to hold the
plough for her sweet love three years.”  Forthree years ! And
for Jaquenetta, of all people ! And the plough ! Perhaps we
had better leave Love's Labour's Lost with Don Adriano de Ar.
mads at the plough-handle,

[T am indebted to the lectures of Prof. Henry Morley for
some of the ideas regarding Love’s Labowr's Lost, What was
said concerning a Midsummer Night's Dream need not be re.
peateri, a8 it would mainly be a résumé of matter already in
print.

Cras. F. Moys.
S—————
A Prga For TiE CLASSICS,

It has become the habit recently of many who idolize the
practical to sneer at classical studies, Most of those who do 80,
however, have not had the advantage of a thorough training and
sound drill in them, They are, for the most part, men who
have been shrewdly successful in getting on” in the money-
making sense of that phrase, and who, taking full credit for
their sagacity, exclaim against any education which does not
directly aim 2t being effectively useful in promoting what they
denominate “the main chance,” This is a false way of Jjudging
of the matter. As a man who has been blind from his birth
would be but a bad authority on the use of eyes, and not a very
good adviser upon optical contrivances, so a man who has not
been subjected to the academic dj ipline of classi | study can-
not rightly adjudicate on the question. The converse argument,
which may be hinted, will not, however, hold ; for as a man
who is blessed with eyesight can easily iment upon the

acquiring a knowledge of the syntax and construing of the
ancient languages. We might enlarge at some iength on the
ttainahl b A,

improvement in one own’s I guag ing
to fix in the mind the various fine gradations of meaning implied
lati isi Aral

in the t o i ¥ of the
authors usually read in schools and at college ; on the pc wer of
comparison elicited by the constant need of dismissing the or-
dinary associations of our life from our minds, and living, in
idea, the life of the times of other far-distant years, that we may
get at the standing place for a good view of the meaning of an
author ; and on the ninute and sedulous care which requires to
be habitually expended on the authors studied, to acquire a mas-
tery of their meaning and peculiarities. But we shall not ven-
ture on these topics. Nor shall we ourselves ‘onture on an
estimate of the worth of the literature of the old ages. As an
unexcentionable witness on the advanage of Greek culture, we
might cite Milton, who in his “ Paradise Regainei” has left us
an eloguent tribute to the excellence of the language of Greece ;
similar evidence might be adduced as to the value of Roman
literature.  We need not, however, do more than advert to the
names of Horace and Virgil, Cicero and Ceesar, Sallust and Livy,
to show that there are noble associations connected with and
derived from the classics of Rome, Classical literature possesses
a real worth and an intrinsic value, This renders it specially
fitted for heing usedi as a storehouse of ‘he materials for impart-
ing to our youth the mental wealth of knowledge.  As classical
study effects this, we assest that it finds its fit place ir our
course of education,

The proper place of classical instruction is to be the basis and
ground work of a thorough di ipli training of the youthful
intellect in the use of language as an expression of thought, as
a drill in the various methods of written style and thoughtful
speech, and in the artistic shaping of ideas, so as to accomplish
tﬁeir purposes. The classics contain a complete round of de-
veloped thought connected with a past civilization, in which the
capabilities and graces of language have been treasured up for
our learning, for the refinement of our taste, and the culture of
our style. To these v orks & vast mass of historical, geograph-
ical, and rhilesophical matter acerete, and they form the founda-
tion and ground-plan on, and according to, which the young may
be trained to cl of apprehension, force and neatness of
expression, and the attentive pursuit of thought through all the
devious mazes of artistic language.  Classics form the model
studies of our youths ; they are employed to form the centre of
a whole net-work of iations, and for training the mind to
the up-building of an idea of a whole framework of life, in which
the entire development has gone from the earth. The evoking
of such a power of mind, and of such methods of exercising it,
cannot fail to be useful ; while no one can readily doubt the ad-
vantage of possessinga full knowledge of

““All the glory that was Greece, all the grandeur that was Rome,”

In reply to those who speak in derogatory terms of classical
learning, ‘we may point to the fact, that all our most dis-
tinguished thinkers and writers have been educated through the
classics, and hence their whole course of thought is tinged with
the results of these studies. Often, therefore, to understand
them a knowledge of classical literature is quired.  Almost
every man who has risen to any eminence through his own ex-
ertions has | ted his deficiency in regard to classical learn-
ing. They see the advantage in clearness and consecution of
reasoning which those have acquired who have been made com-

P

evils of blindness, by the simple process of shutting his eyes, so
can the person who has diligently studied the classics dismi
pro tempore, the iations he has acquired th gh them, and
ask himself what his condition would have been if he had been
deprived of all those sources of Joy which classical studies have

P of the great intellects of Rome and Greece ; and they
have confessed that experience has not granted to them a power
of insight equal to that implied in classical training.

The poet, the warrior, the statesman and the moralist may
alike find in Greek and Roman literature whatsoever is good for
food or pleasant to the eye. “Lives there a man with soul so
dead " who cannot appreciate the poetic effusions of Mieonides,
or of the companions and convivial guests of Mamcenas, the sad
elegiacs of Ovid “to lonely Tomi banished ;” or the sublimity
and majesty of Sophocles, rivalled only by the tender and pa-
thetic style of Euripides! Let the warrior admire the valour
and strategy of Hannibal and Cassar, Achilles, Agamemnon and
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Hector, even though the military tactics of the soldiers of the
present day be wide as the poles asunder from those of these
heroes of old.  Does the statesman turn away as finding nothing
of service to him in steering the ship of Government? Is
Solon, with his just and equal laws, to be despised ! Does the
construction of the Roman Republic afford him no insight into
the principle of sovnd government ¢ Is the experience of some
of the greatest geniuses the world ever produced to be cast aside
as a thing of no moment ?  Let the orator listen to the orations
of Cicero, and as he listens admire the fiery eloquence tempered
with the sound philosophy of the Roman eljeutionist; and
whether it be in the public capacity of senator, or in his private
disputations with his own familiar friends, he, too, will find his
time amply repaid. Nor need the moralist shun the classic
groves of ancient lore, as finding there nothing worthy of his
special attention ; to him, as to others—poet, warrior, states-
man, orator and philosopher—will it be given to distil nectar
from these mellifluous bowers.  Say not the languages of Greece
and Rome afe dead ; if they are they yet speak, and “as the
thoughts of men are widened with the process of the suns,” we
need not fear any material decay in the intelligent pursuit of
languages, replete with whatever is pleasing to the taste or in-
structive to the mind.

“Let them be translated,” say the opp ts of culture, by
means of classical literature. In an objective point of view this
may be tolerable, but even in that it is open to objection.
Tvery one who has given any attention to classical studies must
have felt the satisfaction to himself, as well as the superior
light thrown upon the meaning of a passage after a careful
perusal of the original, as compared with the tame, however
faithful, English translation. But to insist on the fact of the
loss sustained by the translation of an author were an unneces-
sary task, as it is too palpable to admit of dispute. Still let us
look at this farther, in a subjective light. Suppose a perfect
translation of every classic author of note were made into the
English language ; would not one of the principal aims of a
classical education be lost? Granted that the youth has to
spend many a laborious day over the acquirement of a know-
ledge of them (an objection, by the way, which might be urged
against any branch of science), has he been acquiring nothing
during all that period except the knowledge of the languages
themselves ]lns not his mind gone through a course of discip-
line the most healthy to further development? Has he not
been taught to regard with precision every particle that has
crossed his path? Has he not ined wer of expressi
as well as been educated in the process of thinking in a manner
unattainable by any other process? Have not his powers of
lisc t and discrimination been 1 in the highest
possible degree? Have not his tastes been refined, and his
whole mind moulded and fashioned in a manner fitting him at
once for the y tion of the pursuits of the hant, the
lawyer, the statesman, or the theologian !

The study of modern literature is suggested as a substitute for
that of classics. Man's life is said to be too short to admit of a
profitable study even of the works of men now living ; how ab-
surd, then, to spend the seventh part of a lifetime, and that the
most useful for the attainment of knowledge, in the search after
the truths died in the vol of the ancients, when the very
study of these precludes the possibility of getting acquainted
with the language of our own land! “Let us take a living
language,” say the utilitarians, “such as German, would not that
serve the end ¥’ Not as do the ancient classics. Go to the
fountain-head at once if you want to drink the pure waters, and
benefit by the health-giving influences of soul-cultivating truth ;
and where is this to be found in unsullied purity but in the
mother languages ! Besides, the very fact of there being dead
languages tends all the more to the cultivation of the intellect.
Memory not needing to clog herself with burd

from reading the English classics, the very time of his leaving
school is that which may prove the most opportune for the com-
mencement of that campaign where a solid substratum has been
laid, and habits of thought formed, which should add in an in-
finite degree to his inteiligent and beneficial pursuit of the study
of the literature of his own country.

It is not to be supposed that we make classics everything, far
less that we wish to exclude other useful branches of education
from our schools ; but we strenuously maintain that for the
power of culture which they possess, and for the key they afford
to other stores of knowledge—not to speak of the pleasures re-
sulting from the study of them—no popular clamor or false in-
sinuations as to their causing the total neglect of other studies,
or the sordid desire of becoming wealthy, should in any wise in-
cline us to reduce the standard in education of the products of
the minds of men who, living in ages of heathenism, neverthe-
less 1:amed codes of morality surpassed only by that revealed in
iba inddaded fian i

M.

light of Chri y.

“Tug Ever-Livive Lire.”

Chance has thrown in our way a copy of a brand-new poem,
privately printed for the author. It is a lucky thing for the
world that at this juncture, when Alfred Tennyson is shelved
with a peerage, that the autnor of “The EverLiving Life”
should arise to fill the gap. In many respects it is unique, and
we freely confess that we never met anything like it before;
and further, in many parts it is entirely incomprehensible.

We shall endea: to cull a few speci in hopes that our
readers will better understand the author’s aim and objects than
we have been able to do. The opening of the poem is lofty
enough :—

“Poets ! Ye, who in these regions, through these glimpses of the stars,
Whereabout this round Earth rolling with an atmosphere debars

From the sight of flesh-eyed creatures glories that supremely stay,
Where the lighted constellations up amid the ethers sway :—

tifully rai

ot of h fesiogs S hemghou the s oy
Ye are they who should be bearers of the topmost flowers of thought
Into human hearts, receptive ever of true beauties brought.”
Then the author falls to scolding the poets of the present day
for having fallen from the *“mettle of their pasture,” as
“ What are these your teachings lately, through these centuries a few ?
How have you (ormma: grossly wh: the pristine %oetl knew ?

! ith right ins of song :
B0 T ta Tt Tl s sor e Four masores Sove.”
and after rating them soundly, and speaking of the later poetical
productions as_little more than
* Cadences on vowels tripping, smoothly consonanted all ;
Rhymes of perfect termination, charming with theis witted fall ;"
We are told how the author has discovered a theme worthy of a
great poet, and he breaks forth thus—

“Lo! I see the mighty sunbeams wielding planets in their plight,
With a mighty, long p\;lndon, and %10 ddf; drm%ht of light; '

And I see a theme most worthy, placeless now in human song,
Though in days of old the singers struck the ¥ y-note brief and strong.”
Aud so our poet determines to sing the “ Ever-Living Life,’
and he certainly does it in a very lofty style, and he tells other
poets
“ Open d soe, ye that would be strong of :
Ye Ml:v“ w:i&’:ni‘x:m: ofty lift the world along ! "
m now your eyes and see, with the optics of the mind,

within the mind you may, God, your maker, visibly find.”
He sings of Heaven,
itk p e ol gl ——

can Ve
I:n . t, wuwdmmnd. and round and round,
and round, and round and round, with the glorious raiment wound,”

No wonder that the writer becomes giddy. Again, when he
talks abou’

y
after the acquirements of the “beggarly elemeuts.” The op-
ponents of the classics argue, further, as if these languages were
studied to the total exclusion of even the reading of English
literature, which is contrary to fact, for are not our own classics
introduced and studied pari passu with Homer and Virgil ?
But even if the schoolboy were p d by his classical studies

e essence in a spirit strong,”
surely can he mean “ gin cocktail "

‘We had marked some other passages for quotation, but out of
consideration for our readers we forbear. e author tells us
that

“Wmdmamlumhtvmdtbnm
Dedluvhhovuwhlmin.mblmn,lnﬂmdvhh:’lry. vain I”
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and we conclude that he has undertaken an overwhelming prob-
lem ; in one couplet he telis us that

** Simple truth alone can 8oy it, and must briefly speak it too,
Or the verbiage will surel;s mystify the minded “view,"”

and simple trath compels us to say briefly that the hook is the
worst farrago of nonsense it has ever heen our misforcane to
have inflicted upon us,

——
Gorrespondence.

Ovr Imisu Lerree
Dubriy, March, 1884,

We are now half way through what is called the “ Dublin
Season.” The Viceroy has held two levees whicn, though not
80 largely attended as last year, were quite up to the aver-
age, the military and legal professions being most cone
spicuous, A Fancy Ball, in aid of a Dublin hospital, has
proved a great success, It was attended by more than twelve
hundred people, and has brought in a substantial sum to the
funds of the hospital. The question regarding the amalgama-
tion of the two branches of the legal profession is the chief topic
of conversation at the law courts, None but Barristers are per-
mitted to plead in tho Superior Courts, and a Barrister must be
instructed by a Solicitor, but if there was an amalgamation the
one man could be instructed by the client, and also advocate
his cause, which of course would greatly lessen the expense ;
but cheapness has its disadvantaros, and ‘men of great experi-
ence in both 1 hes deprecate 1 ion very strongly.

The Centenary of the Royal College of Surgeons, Irclind, has
Just been celebrated, The President (Surgeon W, J. Wheeler)
entertained tiie Viceroy and a distinguished company at a ban-
quet in the College,

Trinity College, Dublin, cannot boast of any magazin
general college news. The onlv paper issuing from it g
monthly one, containing papers written by the Fellows an ! 'ro-
fessors on classical and scientirie subjects,

Ireland sustained two defeats in football this

g one
from England (by one goal) and ihe other from Seot The
match against England was played in Dublin, and (1. against

Scotland in Edinbuzgh,
Your Corresrospest,

e ———
Gollege World,

McGILL,

The meeting of Convocation for the conferring of degrees in
the Faculties of Arts and Applied Science took place in the
Molson Hall, on Wednesday, 30th April.  The attendance of
students and ladies was very large, the former being unusually
noisy. The proceedings, which were very protracted, were of
an interesting nature, The Valedictorians were Messrs, J, Wi
Pedley, B.A., and Graham, B. Ap. Se. Addresses wero de-
livered by Profs, Leach, Johnson and Chandler, The Hon,
Judge Torrance, Member of Corporation, presided. The address
;)f the Venerable Archdeacon Leach, D.C.L, LL.D., was as fol-
ows :—

The business of this Session has been brought to a Tusi.

——— e

of this Cvrllﬂ?e, shall n-t be hidden, & far as we can revent it, *from the
children of the generations to comes ® And [ may add that for this view of
the subject we have what Appears a corroborative authority, ** Verilly. 1 say
unto you, where this Gospel shall be preached in the whole world, that
;Iml ‘wlnich this woman hath done, shall be spoken of for a memorial of

er,

The decease of the Chancellor, Mr, Justice Day, has been spoken of
twice before in this Hall—once by His Excellency the Governor-General,
who, in graceful and appropriate language, gave us a faithful representation
of his character and public services, and again by Mr Justice ackay, w'th
similar effect, in his formal address at the last meeting of Convocation,
We are all well aware of the magnitude of our loss. Let us hope it may
not be too long before we see his like again,

There is another 'oss to which reference must needs be made—that oce
casioned by the death of Dr. Scott ; there are many here who mark the ab-
sence of the erect and manly countenance, not soon to be forgotten, and

h b to be iated with relwct and kindly regard for
the man who, for |mu|yl)'em, endeavoured by his labours and counsel to
make the Medical Faculty the eminently useful member of the University
which it s, And yet another loss in one who, for mauy years, was sent up
& representative Follow from the Medical Faculty. Tt is difficult to men-

ticn the name o 1ir, Reddy without emotion.  No one could have any ne.
quaintance with {im without llﬂil:r wore than pleased with the benevol ence
apparent in all that he said or di , and the sweet fragrance of the virtue

which so fully inhabited him, seems to return to us afresh, with every act of
memory that recalls him,
1t appears from the Official Annual Report that the number of students
in the Faculty of Applied Science is nearly seventy. This expansion, dure
ing the lapse of a few years, is very significant of the progress of Physical
Science, and, considering wlut was requ’site for the staff of Professors and
the cost of the apparatus required for the work of this Faoult, , We cannot
sufficiently value the generosity of those who have made it possible for them
to prosecute their work, The cost, multiplied a thousand times, forms
part of the national wealth through the labours and science of the men from
this College, along with others, of course, who have been employed in un.
folding the lmlur‘xﬁ resources of the Dominion. One element of success has
peen supplied to the contentment of all; T allude to the Peter Redpath
useum, which, in respect of extent and the completeness of its scientific
am inf d h{ & most ! Auﬂmriti, Dr. Egleston,
of New York, ranks third on the Continent of America, Tuch, however,
is still needed to pls e , particularly a machine for ltinq
the strength of materials, and additional dation is i ive i
1nore students are to be admitted,
This University is fortunate in anothey respect, for which it is indebted.
1 believe, to some hupxy inspiration of the productive genivs of Princip.l
Dawson. There stand affiliated to it several Theological Coll , and
these of the principal Protestant Churches in the city ; and this 1 regard
as one of the most promising events that have occurred in the history of
this part of the Dominion, While it was inevitable that each should build
on the like old foundations, and use the same old kind of bricks that were
used by the old master builder: in the mother country in the construction
of their edifices, some of which, not much the worse dﬂm e, still stand -
and may they staud till d-nlnm}&y-thiu was inevitable, and as it still must
that the same forms, and these, I suppose, with all their contents, con-
tinue, yet, as there is 0 much truth in them all, and that truth the per-
petual element, the original reason of their existence at all, and as they all
]avel at the same object—the salvation of sinful men—why may not one say
 Ye are brethren,” ‘Why not believe it and act upon it as far as possible ?
Resigning at once the unitas in credendo, that only renders it the more
necessary to have far more abundantly the unitas in colendo, and the facts
that the Principals, Doctors and Professors of those Colleges here meet to-
gether to deliberate in common on subjects deepl, interesting to all alike,
and that so many students from them prosecute here together a material
part of their studies, are an indication t) at this blersed spirit has already
made some rnwu, and gives reasonable snmnd for the hope that it may
become publicly realised to the delight and example of the great majority
of all rational and God-fearing men,
In this relation that now so hnppily subsists, we fain hope we have a
guaranty that the physical sciences will not monopolise the activity and
might of the University. The ancient kinds of learning und some sciences
older than any which the Faculty of Applied Science claims as its own,
must needs hold their &:lu:a through all the fierce pell-mell of material pro-
gress.  Philosophy an learning, in each successive century from the early
times of Christianity,' have found in the Church theirr{emdihry seat,
They are a charge entailed upon her and the several churches which are, in
& manner, incorporated with this University, have clearly shown their de-
termination to assume the charge,
The Greek and Latin hnf\ugu must always form a necessary part of
the iculum of students of Divinity, and we may rest near'y eeru!n that

the representative bodies—the Governors, Principal and Fellows of
the Univergny. and all the Professors—after their hard service, may be
happy to interc} i congratulations on that account. The Annual
Official Report, with those of the Committees on the Liorary and the
Peter Redpath Museum, have been ublished and put in the Ppossession of
all most likely to take an interest in the University, and therefore it js only
to some few of the matters contained in them that 1 shall to advert on
presen . However pleasant it niay be to dwell upon the gaing

we have received, I must, in eonformity with the usual practice, advert to
some of the losses we have sustained, We are inlnrmeJ by men of science
in the material world no forces ever perish, and it is p{ming and very
encowaging to believe that in the other, in whatever term or terms you
may distinctively dy mate it, no work ever perishes, and no good
man’s life is ever lived in vain, Tt a8 not been our custom to have set
rn orations, but as the desire of posthumous reputation or love of
ame I8 8o natural, and with the oung especially so vigorous and useful,
uﬁy to the moral consciousness, it may not

be, after all, an nfirmity, even in the noblest minds ; and hence it is our
dutmn some form, to take care that the names and endeavours of
the benefactors of our race, and among these we reckon the benefactors

there will always be some among them who will make thesn Innguages, and
the literature which they comprehend, their special pasture,

For the same reason 1 anticipate for the chair of Mental and Moral Phi.
losophy, T need not say additional security, for under any circumstances it
must be regarded as a fixture, but vastl augmented usefulness, Having a
peculiar interest in the subject for which it is established, the Church can-
not fail to shield and maintain it ; she requires its teaching both for defence
and nourishment. Whatever the solidity of the rock that is her support
historically, tlll are notﬂoq i
and, rom experience,
tual el umer:.twm Chrintﬁu
suades and captivates the h
words, At any rate, for students of Divinity, and I should say students of
Law also, no subject of study is more imperative than othics. We need,
above all things, the basis of ethics that forms part of our hilosophical
course, There seems to be a very common belief that moral ?I'l or rules
have their origin in human invention—that any religion may make them
arbitrarily—that any ecclesiastical council, order or synod, any parliament

or senate, any society, com or club or ue whatsoever, may fashion
them for ’thefz own zv;won mez, and that thnel;qneed no better unc{lnn than
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thelr own authority, Many years ago, in Toronto, a man tampering with
the loyalty of a soldier of the 93rd Regi urged that his

a soldier was ‘“ contrary to the laws of God.” “Ou, yes ;" replied the
Highlander, “but ye ken the mili is governed by a law of its ain.”
The soldier, I know, did not express ail his g-uer belief, but he found the
case rather a hard one; he was no casuist, yet lis words, literally taken,
dencte the sin and error of prevaricating the God-given laws whence are
formed derivatively the conceptions and beliefs that ought universally to
regulate the conduct of rational human bein; ““ Let us all be governed
by a law of our ain” is the lowest reach of impiety or moral idivey.

The affiliation of the Theological Colleges sooner or later, if the
friendly spirit adverted to prevail, may lead to some great improve-
ment in the educationz] system of cfle province, However admiralle, as
compared with many others, like them, it is defective in one respect by no
means immaterial. Is it not desirsble that the youth of the land during
their years at school should be instructed with all possible care, among the
first things needful for their life on earth, in their duties to God and man?
You cannot leave this to the perents; fathers are too much occupied with
their business, mothers are cureful and troubled about many things ; the
Sunday Schools are worthy of all praise, and never can be tco much en-
couraged nor too much attention paid to the eharacter and gifts of the
teachers, and yet it will be hardly denied that it is from the other schools
and the demies that the d ining infl come, which chiefly form
the character pf pupils, so far as it can be affected by external conditions,
‘We hear it u"!en insisted upon that some of the subjects introduced into
the schools are so efficacius asintellectusl training. called by a fallacy men-
tal training, as if the former kind were the whols of man. Is moral and
religious instruction not a good kind of training ? Among so many arts
taught, why exclude the art of righteousness? Why refuse them the
orumbs that fall from the Master's table? Except on the plea of necessity
nothing can justify the exelusion, and though I acknowledge that the facts
of history are not very encouraging to one's best hopes, yet it does seem in-
credible that this necessity nhaultf b;]mrwtual, and that so many of the
kind of men connected with the several colleges aud schools, all so deeply
intcrested in the subject, many of them of much experience and devoted to
the cause of public instruction, should not be able to devise some plan
offensive to no man's conscience that has light in it, to sup) ly this
want—.. stop up this avernal gap that lies between the stage to which the
present system has advanced, ms the fulfilment of its end.

In the course of the summer we hope to have the honour of receiving in-
to the halis of the College a great number of the members of the British
Association for the Advancement of Science. This expectation appears to
inlrim all classes with unfeigned satisfaction. I have heard no voice out
of nrmng with the general feeling. Many books have been lately pub-
lished with the professed object of reconciling religion and science or science
and religion, as if this were demanded by some peculiar necessity of the
times ; and apprehension of this kind seems to have existed from the be-
ginning. St. Paul the emphati ing—*'* Beware lest any
man spoil you through philosophy and vain deceit.” "Hence, many young
l;erwm especially may be disposed to take up some prejudice against

'hilosophy and Science, for these are not always distinguishsd, as if they
were naturally nnuqonmic to true religion. As to St Paul's warning, he
cannot mean all Philosophy, for, in that case, what is to be said of his own.
His warning is correctly given in the New Version—*‘ Take lest there
shall be any one that maketh spoil of you through his philosophy and vain
deceit.” y of the best masters of philosophy and science and of other
kinds of learning hold truth too much in honour, and love the well-being of
men too well to justify the hasty conclusion that they are necessarily
““against us,” anl some of them we are certain are decidedly * for us,” and
upon the whole it seems a warrantable persuasion that hilom(n(l:x and
Lmrmnﬁ will, as ever before, do good service in the Kingdom of God, and

rove able nuxiliariu'in support of the Orown of Christ. " In tiie meantime

cero’s advice in of the an
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On the evening of the 28th April the Ladies’ Ordinary at the
Windsor was crowded to its utmost capacity by a large audience
who had been invited by the Society to attend their twenty-
first public meeting where they would be entertained by, as the
card of invitation stated, an

‘““ Adres buy dhe Prezident, Mr. Charles J. Doherty, B.C.L.,
“Dibeit; Shwud Fonetik Speling by ywzd tw reprizent dhe
wordz oy uwr Ingglish langgwej 1

Afaruativs { J. Ralph Murray, B.A.,
: Albert J. Brown, B.A.

Nogativ : Raleigh J. Elliot,
Saghny John F. Mackie, B.A.”

So large a number did this bring together that seats were at
o premium long before the business of the evening began, and
many persons were content to take advantage of a seat in the
corridor or a convenient wall, rather than miss the *dibeit.”

The address by the President has already been published by
one of our daily papers, which makes it unnecessary for us to
give it here,

Mr. Murray opened the debate as follows :—

Mg. Presinent, LAtk aND GENTLEMEN,—The subject chosen for our
consideration this evening i/ one which at first sight may appear to many
of you to be of an unpractical and uninteresting character. Those of you
who have already studied and reflected upon this question of phonetic
spelling, and who have carefully examined the pretensions of those who
take the view of the case which it is our honour c» the affirmative to up-
hold tlis evening, will look upon this subject with no contemptuous
regard, and I feel very confident indeed that when, ll'.er. on, the vote
comes to be taken, your decision will unhesitatingly be given in support of
a reform which you cannot fail to have recognized as reasonable and very
n . But when I come to consider the little attention which has
been paid to this question in Canada, when I remember th comparative
ignorance in which many of us have lived a ‘o the strides which the agita-
tion for spelling reform is making, and the proportions which it is assum-
ing in the mother country at the present day, it is but natural for me to
suppose that there are many -monﬂc those whom I am now addressing
who have hithe ‘to looked upon this scheme of J)honuhu spelling as about
the most impracticable which it has ever entered i
advocate, that the idea was entertained chieﬂ{' by cranks, or at the most
was useful only as affording amusement of a literary nature to the most
visionary scholars, To those who have thought thus, if any there be here,
I wish to say that no more erroneous idea was ever entertained by them ;
and I feel sure that before this debate has come to an end they will be
ready to acknowledge such to be the case. I have never been much in-
clined to advocate reforms as we generally understand them, simply
because they went by the name of reforms ; indeed, by nature and associa-
tions I am opposed to all radical changes, and Yet as I stand up this even-
ing to advocate this change in our mode of apel ling, I feel that the reform
is no ordinary one, I feel that as it is one of *he vastest social and literary
importance, embracing millions upon milliou: of people in its effects, so,
too, it is one into which I can enter with the greatest enthusiasm of which
I am capable, one which it confers honour upon me to be allowed to sup-

ﬂut vivid in‘m‘{ consciousuess at the present moment of the enor-
ol

into the mind of man to

@ disp
Stoics of his day, may be thought worthy of some consideration—** Let it
be understood that there be between them, as it were, a neutral ground,
such as the Laws of the Twelye Tables ordain shall subsist between the
properties of different landlords,”

There is another point which I beg leave to suggest for deliberation to
the Faculties concerned. It may be assumed as admitted that those of
Medicine and Law would greatly benefit and elevate their professions if
the regular course in Arts were made imperative. If this should be judged
to be impracticable, the full course in mental and moral philosophy might
not oceupy the time of the student detrimentally. It is a species of know-
ledge coynate with what both Faculties profess to give. How often has the
physician while he endeavours to remove *‘ the perilous stuff that weighs
upon the heart” physically, to take int: i ion the state of the mind,
and in the case of Law it is essential, supposing it to be necessary to study
with any care the original principles from which all Law, except physical
laws, are derived, and necessary it is, if a succession of fit and able persons
is to be found to occupy the high places of the field, the statesmen of the
land, and the judges, many such as we hitherto have had and have here
still on the Bench, men accomplished in their special science, in all its ex-
tent, and other learning, i bl d inds d
long as we have such as these there is some hope for us whatever races of
men 411 the future Canada,

The Graduating Classes in Arts and Applied Science were
entertained at dinner by the Undergraduates in the two Facul-
ties, at the Windsor Hotel, on the evening of the 30th., Mr.
C. W. Trenholme, B.A., occupying the chair. It is unnecessary
to say that a most enjoyable and a most noisy time was spent
by those present. The classes graduating this year have been

noted not only for their intellectual prowess, but for their
fine social qualities as well. “ Oratus multa prece, nitere porro.
Vade, Vale.”

mous is grand, this far-reaching reform, but almost as
deep is the et which is present with me that the advocacy of such a
noble cause should, on such a propitious occasion as the present, be en-
trusted to the hands of those so little capable of doing justice to it,

As the time allotted to me is not very;lcmg, I nh:l i content myself with
giving a very general idea of the scheme of phonetic spelling as it is sought
to be introduced into the English language. I shall draw, as it were, &
rough outline of the Yhn which we are advocating, leaving l\le interstices
and omissions to be filled in by my learned friend who is to support me,
It would be impossible, and I think whnﬂundednblo for me to attempt
to enter into the minute details of the technical part of this subject ; nor
does, indeed, a knowl of these details seem to me at all necessary for
the full understanding of the desirability of spolling reform. Glancing at
the meaning of language in general, and at the development of writi
lauguage from spoken, [lhld go on to refer briefly to those points in
w:f:h the English fails to come up to the ideal of a perfect
written ,, to those respects in which it falls short of what it ought
to be, Then by drawing your attention to the disastrous results ﬂ:ﬁnﬂ
from these imperfections I shall show you that reform is necessary an

possible ; I shall show you that if this system which we pro) be
adopted, we shall not only remove the imperfections in our s) but
we of this, do a 1 service to ons

asa ser

of our race in this and mmedl&ncu But it is not to be sup)
such a drastic improvement as can be carried out without its encoun-
tering the sharpest criticism and the most determined o) ition. We
shall glance, therefore, at some of the most important objections which
have been raised to the scheme, and I shall attempt to show
objections are almost entirel: undless, and certainly of sufficient

ht to stay the of this inevitable amelioration. I have not the

test doubt that our friends on the opgo-ih side when they come to
reply will refer to some of these flimsy objections from their point of
view, and will lay a great deal of stress upon them, but I have no fear of

their imposing upon you,
“IIAE;:I | mention the names of & few of those who are supporting
this noble cause in England and the United States, in order that you may
lerstand that this is no mere visionary proposal which is made, but one
emanates from persons of the greatest renown, and ﬁommmpm
sessing the greatest experience in educational matters.
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1 ) 88 you all know, is the means by which thought is com- purney, urn, hauteur; ill, busy, build, forfeit, breeches, guinea, beaufin,
municnf:dw:nd -ﬁoken language that particular method in which this end Qﬂl?lf , turkey, prairie, fellos ; chamois, oel, Ln, heal, liunehunp, here,
is effected by means of the voice. Now, written language is an invention coneeit, people, ayb invalid, pique, field, Cemsar, asoph, mosquito ;
of man in which, by employing a set of symbols sufficiently distinet in | not, forehead, hough, knowl ) Was ; naught, all, by , law, ought,
outline and easy of f . ponding with the el ry sounds t Y ; note, no, know, oats, Pharoah, hoe, ok, hautboy, floor, soul,
of the spoken language, thoughts are capable of being communicated and though, nwei Sow, yeoman ; rule, truth, fruit, do, move, ooze, soup, shoe,
preserved.  What is the process by which this written language is arrived through, g'-l eon, Reuben, brew ; put, wood, could ; nut, son, flog h does,
at? The spoken language is first analyzed and the elementary sounds | one, toue ; buy, guide, fire, die, by, Mackay, aisle, deipnosoj hist, height,
determined, which in varying combinations form the several spoken words, | eye, I; veil, they, apron, Aaron, ale, dahlia, aerie, wlhgw , gauge, say,
Next, a symbol is arbitrarily chosen to represent each of these elelm‘n!m:y great ; boy, coin ; out, now, eaoutchouc, Matleod, plough ; use, hue, iebu,
sounds, so that by combining the symbols in dilferent wni», any word in | you, lieu, few, beauty, view, suit, ewe, Europe, feod,
the spoken language can be represented and recalled, “inally, by the . Among the consonants 2 is written as in pay, hnoco\lgb‘l{_mppod; bas
power of instantaneous association the written symbols come to represent | in be, ebb, cppbongd i ¢ a8 in ten, qcbt., yacht, thylgm, Indict, two, mezzo.
directly the thought of which the spoken word was the expression, | tint; ck as in chain, match; j as in &vuthﬂroenwwh, soldier, judgment,
Clearly, then, written language first proceeds on purely phonetic principles, | gem, college ; m as in man, Campbell, Banf , lamb, phlegm, .

o one has 5o far been found to controvert this. The inventors of written For the 41 sounds there are 658 combinations used, of which the above
language made it their aim to reduce the language to writing exactly as it | are examples. Of these 638 symbols 379 are entirely different from one
was spoken, and they had primarily no idea of forein, their symbols to | another,
some ical or etymological facts, heir aim, I repeat,

Instead therefore of 41 signs, each with a single sound, there are 379
symbols, w:th 658 meanings to be mastered in order to be able to write Eng-

correctly,

In addition to this T may just mention to you that there are already
nearly 1,500 words which are spelled in more than one Way—a very serious
matter indeed. Thus there are thousands of words in which it is disputed
whether the termination should be in or or our, as honour ; in ise or 1z, g
authorize ; in re or ", 88 centre ; whether to write traveller or traveler, he
sdes these largo cln:lm !.herednru thnunﬁndn nmre’n! indx’vi'dunl words such’as
aerie, ayry, £yry j almonry, almry, am| ry; ingraft, engraft, in, ; extacy,
eecucy.yrecsmy: 70, uidi ollo, halloo, hollow 3 pm‘ﬁl‘g. lar,
pedler; patrol, atroll, patrole ; , baulk, bauk ; Mattress, matress,
Mattrass ; cigar, segar; ribbon, riband, ribband, ribf)in; scissors, cissors,
cizarz, scissars ; in, {3 i he, capuchin, cap:
ashaw ; seamstress, sempstress,

ut I do not sy ppose that our friends opposite will have the
temerity to dispute the statement I have just made, the statement
that the present alphabet, used as wo use it at present, and considered as

was purely phonetical,

eoping this in mind, what do we find to be the requisites of a perfect
written language? We' find them to be these, First, each distinet ele.
mentary sound should have one s mbol to represent it, and one symbol
only, nd, each symbol uhuuldvrepmaunt one sound only, Third, the
symbols should be distinet in formation and easily written,

Now, let us examine how far the English Innmm«e fulfils these con-
ditions ; let us see how much it resembles 3 perfect written language !

On the third requisite I shall not dwell, because you all kne v of and
understand the benefits of the changes that have been introduc during
the latter half of this century in the method of writing English, Not only
in shorthand an inestimable boon to those en, “{"d in that most laborious
but very noble fession of j li ..mf‘ fore a boon to overy
reader in the world, but it is already beginning to affect, and in the future
it will continue to affect more largely the education of nearly every person
in the civilized world, 1 ask you when reflecting upon this to remember
that the principle formin, the basis of the most approved method of
lhnrthnnJ is the Yﬂ'ncipe we are advocating to-night, and that the
single-hearted and c ear-minded man who bestowed upon us the blessings
of phonetic shorthand is the same man who to-day with g self-sacrifice and
a devotion worthy of the cause, in his seventiet| or eightieth year, at a
period when other men are tllinking rather of taking their rest, is still
waging an unmlenzim‘.wulm ngnmst the monstrosity of our present

pelling, T itman !

'he next step in our enquiry is to weigh the results that flow from our
present faulty method of spelling,

One result of our letters representing different sounds at different times
is this, that the Pronounciation of words cannot be divined with the slightest
degree of certainty from their unhu.g-phy. and that the orthography can-

the

the former of these facts, it is found that foreigners experience the greatest
difficulty in arriving at the Ppronounciation of our otherwise easily attatned

e, A German Doctor, in an English ammar which he wrote for
the use of his countrymen, gave no less than 121 pages of rules for the pro-
nounciation of the different etters of our alphabet, and the rules were uuch
that an Irishman would say that they were all exceptions, Asan illustra.
tion of the difficulty whic. forei i n iring the correct
fmmnuncintion of our language, | may mention an incident which befell a
GAIN

method of g at man is

But let us hasten to enquire as to the other hecessary conditions, Does
the same symbol in English alwnf'u represent the same sound under the
same circumstances? At once we earn from the number of the letters in
our alphabet that this is utterly impossible, There are at the very least
86 distinet elementary sounds in our lnn:uugu' viz., 24 consonants, p b t d
chjkgfvth (thin) dh (then) s z sh 2 (vision) m n nq Irhwy; and 12

31l eel ; not, naught,
note ; nut, put, rule ; besides 5diphthungu, ui or uy (guide, buy), i or ey
(veil, they*), oi'or 0y (coin, boy) ; uw (out, now) ; and YU (new, use),

To represent all these we have an alphabet of 26 letters, of which ¢ q,
and x are unnecessary as duplicates of k, ks or gz,

Clearly, then, some of our symbols must have different meanings at
different times, which is cont, to one of the conditions which we recog-
nized as fundamental to a written language, But this fault wonld
not be so very damaging if there were jny means by which one could tell
when the letters have one meaning and when they have another, and also
Wwhen they have no meaning at all, For you must remember that each
letter of the alphabet, except j, is sometimes mute.

e following are examples of such words —

Isaac, debt, scene, { m), riband, hate, stiff, gnaw (straight), heir,
business, know, salmon, . mnemonics, hymn, double, psalm, Colzuhmm, err
(myerh), iale, often, build, ight, who, billotdouz, ey,

ut, alas! the inﬁnnnity of man has hitherto bee
to formulate a rule which will enable the reader to disti
values of the &vmbols, and consequently on this score QE; present method
of writing our lang must be pronounced deficient,

Next let us ask if in the mode of spelling which we at present adopt,

@ 8ame sound is, under the same of , always d by
the same symbols, That this is not o, is seen from the fact that we have
numbers upon numbers of words pronounced alike and spelled differently,
and also from the fact that some of our letters have identically the same
sounds, as for instance ¢ in cat and £ in kitten.

So that in respect of both of our important conditions our hng\ugo a8
we spell it at present fails to exhibit the requisites of & good written

age.

nmlplu of the facts here nated will oceur to the minds of all of you
by hundreds, but a few examples may be given :

us among the vowels a has dif erent sounds in apron, father, water,
m{, s ; a-¢ in hate, have ; au in gauge, aunt, iaunsl; ein be,
let, her, clerk, prett 3 eiin veil, conceit, forfeit ; eo in people, G , yeo-
m‘n;, l@u.d ’ r:: inliuw, brnw.‘ new ;di in it, machinery, fir, bins; tein
griet, pitied, friend, lie ; o in not, 8 do, woman, women, son, com ter ;
m'n,mpbl?:'d’ ] bmlfd;lfodin ble, would, moue s ot soloy
ou in » 8oul, soup, hough, doul ¢ Would, noun ; u in nut, u
by ’ pl:rlun:lg lieutenant, <

bmﬂbm'y, pull, use, o, nant,
ere are 110 such combinations, having 853 meanings,
consonants b in ebb, oluf;book 3 cir can, cﬁf,.verminelli. sacri-
fice, special ; cc in account, accent ; ch in architect, arch, chaise ; g in gem,
60&9, mT; « in_except, beaux, vex, exalt ; z in mezzotint, , azure,
f these there

French Professor on hjs first visit to London, The gentleman to
whom I refer had studied English at the French University, and had made
as much pro in it as it was possible for him to do under the circum-
stances. It happened that on his across
a violent cold, so that on his arrival in the metropolis he was oblj to
send for a physician. In the interim, wishing to show Dr, John Bull how
well he could talk English, he took a dictionary and found that toux was
cough in the latter tongue,

* O-o-u-g-h" spelled the Frenchman, “ how they say that? T have
him. P l-o-u-g-h is plow, and ¢-0-u-g-h is cow, 1 got a cow,”

The doctor entered and began to feel his pulse where all seemed right.
hn‘; 1 h,‘}e no tmnblg dare,” said the Professor, putting his hand to

¢ a cow,”

55 Wall. 'm not a cow-doctor 1" said the doctor, indignantly ; « why do
you send for me to see your cow ¥

““ But you will not understand me” said the discomfited Frenchman,
““ here is my cow—here,” and he thumped his breast in d, i

shouting as loud as he could, he exclaimed, 1 got a cow in my box /
The Doctor burst into 5 roar of laughter, and the poor Frenchman died

of cl , all because the word cough was not spelt caf.

ere, then, we see the first practical benefit which would arise from the
ndugtiun, in our language, of the L)hnuetic system ; foreigners would be
enabled to acquire the language wit| infinitely less trouble than at nt,
and thousands would be “v:gu ears of drudgery and vexation, '!'Ke only
answer which I can conceive of my friends opposite making to this argu-
ment is one which I am very sure they will not make, They might answer

we don't want foreigners to learn our language, and that the more
difficult they find it to learn the better. Such an answer might be'expected
from an uneducated partisan of our present mode of spelling, but certainly
not from gentlemen of the abilit of our o[;ponanh this evening,

But how does the same fact lect ourselves ? ising no rules
can be arrived at for guidance in Pronounciation we teach our children to
luduchwnniupmtely,ul new symbol to be committed to memory ;
and in teaching to write or s 1 the age we make the child learn
heart the names of the alphabetical elements of the word (which have sel-
dom anything to do with its sound). for every common word in the lan.

zeal
119, with 251 . In learni 4 . Thus, for & complete knowledge of the instead of the
there are 229 lottors and | dignph:“z:‘;rm."wﬁm :u':ﬁ.d,' :‘::.’:&"..,"; child having £o learn gnly thirty or forty distinot ayba ' ho has to learn
muteness, -epmultyw &00 dut‘I.::. B Wi o, For “!oi:l: truf h:y&nd the pnc‘l':{i of
On the other hand, the unds ted in 1— | Argumen nsay 1o Eng]  of the pronounciation
8¢, Inaac, plaid, Michael, have ; b f.ﬁ'&f’ﬁ"& ; ell, heifer, Toopasd, | of an Kngliaswans he has only seen written and never heasd spoken,
head, allege, friend, lieutenant, bury, said ; earn, her, fir, myrrh, word, | and the ch correctly a word which he never

seen, but only heard, are still In:t‘e nume.ous, These difficulties must
very familiar to every one °3"’"'~ but just as an example let me mention the
Ll can

- “‘in e bouth of Englend and Iy man other plnces long a ls dutinetly o diphthong. In
L) interesting fact that the wo; cissors be spelt in 58 million different

elsow] 1t is not, but w! ere the sound slmple itn tion 1 bet:
Inell and ¢ n it, and unt] new 1 pes e e may b written e oy eyt 100 19 Detween ¢
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ways, each of which can be supy by of \! spellings,
thus is represented in 17 ways; short 1in36; Z in17; K in 33; R
in10; Z in 17, and these multiplied together,

17 % 36 x 17 x 33 x 10 x 17 = 58,366,440,

So that in this particular case the chances that a person who had only
heard this word would spell it incorrectly are about 58 millions to oné,
What is the practical meaning of all t! It means the
four years of precious time by every child « i1 learns to read and s
means days and months and years of useless drudgery for both te: w‘n'r
|.\|nil ; it means that years which might, if the Phonetic System were
introduced, be employed by our children in acquiri il knowledge,
are now squandered in unnecessarily loading their and breaking
their hearts ; it means that 90 per cent. of the pupils in the schools of Eng-
land go out into life unable to read a paragraph from a newspaper intelli-
iuntly; it means that 15 millions of dollars are annually thrown away in
ingland alone ; it means that the English national education is a failure ;
it means that ignorance prevails through the land, Here is our great ar-
gument for phonetio spelling, which no objection from our friends opyeite
can shake. They will tell you, no doubt, in the most eloquent terms, as
they are well able to do, that we want to destroy the etymological and his-
torical value of our language, and a great many more things of the same
kind. A weighty thing indeed to counterpoise agaiust essings of the
}-lmnatic system ! Forsooth, our children are to be co d to waste
rom four toweven yoars of their short lives because some people have an
idea that the new system would destroy our etymology. 1 appeal to you,
especially to those of you who have ever in the course of your lives been
engaged in the })mle!minll of teaching, and a very noble profession it is, I
appeal to you if it would not be an inestimable blessing to the race if boys
and girls, old men and women, could learn to read and write within the
short space of six or twelve months. If there are any sisters here who
have helped to teach their younger brothers to read ; if there are any elder
brothers who have helped their sisters as they toiled day after day over
those miserable pothooks and hangers, if there are any such here, and I am
sure there are, I appeal to them to give their vote this evening in favour of
the system which will bri ipation, power and happi with it.

But Lesides the utter waste of time involved in Jearning to read, a great
mischief is done to the minds of the children by subjecting them to such
unsound teaching. Hear what Max Muller, probably the greatest living
philolwm, says upon this point :—

“ What, however, is even more serious than all this, is not the great
waste of time in learning to read, and the almost complete tailuce in n:
tional education, but the actual mischief done by subjecting young minds
to the ica’ and tedious drudgery of learning to read English as spelt at
present. Everything they have to learn in reading (or pronunciation) and
spelling is firational : one rule contradicts the other, and each statement

a8 to simply on authority, and with a lete di d of
all those rational instincts which lie dormant in the anJ, and ought to be
awakened by every kind af healthy exercise.

“I know there are monl who can defend anything, and who hold that
it is due to this very discipline that the English character is what it is:
that it retains respect for authority ; that it does not require a reason for
everything ; and that it does not sdmit that what is inconceivable is there-
fore impossible. Even English orthodoxy has been traced back to that
hidden source, because a child accustomed to believe that though is
though, and that throu ‘ h is through, would afterwards believe u;r
thinh& 1t may be 80 ; still I doubt whethcr even such objects would justify
such means,
* Bat with all that, the problem remai s unsolved. What are poasl-
to do when language and pronunciation chs \ge, while their lpollin{ is de-
clared $o be unchangeable? It is, I believe, hardly necessary that I should
prove how corrupt, effete, and utterly irrational the piesent system of
D ng is, for no one seems inclined to deny all that, I shall only quote,

fore, the judgment of one man, the lute Bishop Thirlwall, & man who
never used ex d language. ‘I look,’ he says, ‘ upon the established
system, if an accidental custom may be so called, as & mass of anomalies,
the growth of ignorance and chance, equally repugnant to good trste and
to common sense. But I am aware that the public cling to these anomalies
with & tenacity proportioned to their absurdity, and are jealous of all en-

h on ground d by iption to the free play of blind
caprice.'”

Alu;mddndn.th-othlnn who will assert that Reform is not ne-

cessary
A , the ignorance of so man; wn ) o at the present day
ma; g:‘:nmd gn the same source, {n"lgnhns mnl:l there u:.hout five
lon rmvn-u ple who cannot read.  Why is this? Because, in the
Maris mmh, one of the most famous of educationalista, ** the
mg.ldnlmn of learning to read render it the most difficult of all
human attainiients.” This, however, can all be changed by the introduc
tion of the phonetic system, which is so simple that it does not necessarily
the addition of & new lettter to our present alphabet, but only that
the present letters be used in a different way, though it would be more
satisfactory for each simple elementary sound to have a single sign. Our
present spelling we must consider not only a scientific failure, but also &
.ngtuu- it deprives & large proportion of onrro lation of
& enjoywent of one of the most Indhpcnnhﬂohl-lnn of elv life—

wer to
any other evil results attendant on our present mode of spelling ocour
to my but time will not permit me to dwell upon them. "My furud
of thoss plateAmgage gther hings e pree
m our
diﬂmllm those v::‘:nduvm to reduce unwritten to writ-
ing ; it obscures the names of persons and places, and it di les us from
ascertaining the real condition of our spoken language, even a few hundred

Amongst the incidental advantages of phoneticism I mention that
», 'ﬂh‘madﬂndon:‘ pronundluunm:,vuthwhoh
Em, and wi'l tend to do away with provincial dialects ; that it will di-
d&hhcnuhdhﬁlvﬂhwh&nnhnmhwdhnnm

books by about one-

and reduce the bulk and therefore the expense of our books

el

E

then, the ad

ing up, of phonetic spelling, we see that : —
31.5 It will render reading ea:
2,
3.

It will render spelling easy.

It enables the student, as soon as he has learned the phonetic alpha-

bet Ihor‘\mahly. to spell any word with the same accuracy that he can pro-
nounce it.

(4.) It renders the task of learning to read delightful to teacher and

learner,

(5.) It will consequently tend to remove the present ignorance of the
poorer classes,

(6.) It will render the language less difficult for foreignere,

7.) It will render the businees of reducing unwritten languages to a
written form, sure and easy.

(8.) It will show the exact state of the language at a given time,

(9.) It will tend to do away with barbarisms in prosunciation,

gu.j It will reduce the bulk and therefore the cost of our books,

ow let me turn to some of the objsctions chronically « rged against
phoneticism,

The most lmgorhnt objection is that which maintains that the system
would tend to obscure logy, and produce confusi We answer to
this, fir.t of all, that pﬂunmc spelling, so far from being a hindrance to
etymology, is its only sure and safe puide, for the science of
built upon the science of phonetics. Tn the secoud pl
opp nents if the change which we propose will destroy the
bﬁ that the etymology has not already been destroyei?
in Queen Anne's time our mtlm;rnphz was not the same o, atpresent  We
know that in Caxton's time the orthography was diffcrent from that of
.Ql:‘een Anne's time, and if we go back to Chaucer we find that English is

ost like anotner language. The truth is that etymologies at present are
very uncertain, and we do not lovk to them for the pi esent meanings of the
worde, If, to takea celebrated example, I should call my friend opposite
& knave and a villain, he would hardly be satisfied with my telling him that
one of the words originally signified only a lad or servant, and the other a
ploughman. But even if the etymological value of our words was some-
what impaired b{ phonetic spelling, I ask shou!d the latter on that account
be rejected ? Ask yourselves candidly how often do you look to the ety-
mology of words in your every day life. I imagine that the occasions are
ve? few and far between. 1t would only be the scholar who would lose
and he would stili possess the records of our l:nunt books. I shall give
you the opinion of the greates. living etymologist upon this point ~

- Lmﬁmf' is not made far scholars and etymo'ogi ts ; and if the whole
race of English etymologists were rea ly to be swept away by the introduc-
tion of spelling reform, I hope they would be the first to rejoice in saeri-
ficing themselves in so goo caure, But is it really the case that the
historical unity of the Englich language would be broken by the adoption
of phonetic spelling, and the profession of th» etymol igist w.uld be gone
forever? I say, No, most hatically, to bt iti The real
answer. however, is that no oue could Eonuuy aall the present system of
spelling either historical or etymological ; and I believe that, taken as a
whole, the loss oceasioned by consistent phonetic spelling would bardly bs
greater than the gain.”

Hear al:o the distioguiched Dr. J. A. H. Murray, the lexicographer,

ce bas already sh.wn
-P.'hlng r?f rm utterly

“ I hardly need aid that my dictionary expes
me that the ordinary appeals to ety mology agai
break down upon inati The ety
to be enshrined in the current spelling is sappe | at it very foundation by
the fact that it is, in scber fact, oftener wroag than right, that it is oftener
the fancyof pedants or soiolists of the Renascence, or monkish ety m logers
of still earlier times, that are thus preserved, than the truth which alone is

! From the f h century onwards, a fashin swept over
French and Enghh of refashioning the spelling of words after the Latin
ich rightly or wrongly they were su, to be connected ;
and to such aa extent has this gone that it is, in nine cases out of ten, now
impossible, without actual investigation, to form An‘ opinfon upon the
history of these w.rds —the very thing the current spelling is supposed to
tell us, The real hist.ry is recovered only b&”mn alling the phonetic

gs of earlier days, as the Philol iety 8 Dictionary will en-

al ovorLou to do, plercing through the mendacious spellings of later
times nul) tl e'phm;;;lc u’ﬂ w. h‘:;‘l:iho;yd oono‘;.l ol:“!isl.-lly, nlnd thus n‘flhhl,“
a genuine etymology. e and pseudo-etymological s) '
of the last few centuries are the direct foes with which geauine cty'::.m
has to contend ; they are the very curse of the etymologist's labour, the
thorns and thistles which everywhere choke the Toldon s of truf
and ;ﬂo‘r‘d satisfacti n only to ¥he braying asses whioh think them as g
as wheat.”

This, Ladies and Gentlemen, is the great objection with which our op-

nents arm themselves, this is the bro':cn reed upon which they so con-

ntly rely.

T'he next objection is that we would in the new spelling be unable to
distinguish words pronounced alike but now spelled differently, such words
for instance as r-i g-h-t and w-r-i-t-e. Our answer to this that if at
present in the hurry of conversation there is hardly ever a doubt which
word is meant, surely there would be much less danger in the slow process
of rudln? & continuous sentence where the context would remove any pos-
dbll:ty of doubl l?«::

t. That this objection is & most flimsy one will be seen
there are already in written English abont 600 words with
different meanings which, on the reasoning of our oppo .eats, should be pro-
instance the word box would

vided with separate spel Inv. For req
eight spellis for it hes eight, if not more, different meanings, The ob-
jection is ly an objection to the English language, and not to phonetic

" 3
’l'lln‘o. only other objection deserving of our consideration is that there
would be no uniform method of lpollhfn—thn each one would spell as she
or he thought fit. This objection has, in reality, no basis, and
arose from an erroneous idea that phonetic s ‘was ad

teetotalers, "f':m and Mnoﬂ m wp'o.oph ouurd :
a8 they liked, can spell not cannot
utterly ignorant 'Lthphonﬁolm,or the present mvn—,

fi
in system hea from “spelling incorrectl; there
fm'ﬂ-mwnu:“mmawmﬁh%




—

McGILL UNIVE

SITY GAZETTE, [1884.

of knowledge, its wells

under the ﬁhonecic system.  We should have just as strong authority brance of the debt we owe to the old for its mines

for our spelling then as we have at present. At present we follow the | of consolation and its streams of music, maintain our right to tread cau-
ling ldoBtod by the best edlwnles vlasses, and by the lexico raphers ining the foundati ul this old system, and will not dis-
principally Dr, Jol m, modified, however, by mo{e recent wxrltf: of . i g Sy d that fta. I 't ¢

s
cha(:-ll {t un:g v'n are assured that its usefulness is &one and that a better
Jsucceeded!it,
“(:u“: onolionu “are greatly exercised lest we should consider them
*‘cranks.” T hasten to assure the learned gentleman that, on the conf

whom Ogilvie is perhaps the best, ' We have no Act of Parliament to xv’lda
us, and, indeed, our present spelling varies s good deal.  We should have
m,

Finally, I said I woul read to you the names of some of those who
Are supporting this agitation in order to show ym; that this is i

rile & pursu
It is evident, Mr, President, that our Opponents are bound from the
very nature of the subject to establish both of these two things before they
can hope for a favourable verdict,— first, that the eseut system is defeo.
tive ; nwond‘]l.ht the proposed is a vastly superior one. Whether the
0 has just resumed his seat has been to an extent scccessful
t

Ph. D, F. ; Rev. E, A,
Abbott, DD, Head Master of the ity of 1on ol School ; "Rev, Joseph
Angus, D.D., President of the Regent's Park College, and Mewber of the
School Board for Loodon ; Alexander Bain, L1.D, okaator of the Uni-
vorsity of Aberdeen ; Mins Dorothea Beale, Princ'pd of the College for
Ladies, Cheltenham; Misg Frances M Bugs, Principal of the
London Colleginte School for Girls ; Leonard 17, Courtney, M P,
Secretary of State for the Colonies ; Sir John Lnbbock, Bart,
M.P., for the Univensity of London ; Rev, J, P, Mahaffy, M.A., Pro.
fessor of Ancient thary in the Universit: of Dublin ; the Right Hon,
A. J. Mundella, M. P,, Vice-President of the Committee of Council on
Education . Rev, Archibald Henry Sayce, M.A,, De, uty Professor of
Comparative Philol y in the University of Oxford ; Rev, ¢ Broderick
Seott, D.D., Head Master of Westminstor Sohrs The Right Hon, Vis.
count Sherbrooke ; Rev, W. W. Skeat, M.A., Professor of Anglo-Saxon
in the Uiversity of Cunhlld?o } Alfred Tennyson D.C.L., F.R.8., Poet
Laureate. But the greatest of il is Alexander ) Ellis, ¥,1t.8,

That this is not an im ible reform may be gathered from the fact
that the Spaniards in the last century and the Duteh in this, adopted simi-
In reforms, with Pothing but the best results, whilst the Dolist Topr:
h.i udlﬂlmxn-hn alphabets are all modern and constructed on,_ phonetic

rinciples,

P 1 n?nn now bring my rambling remarks to a close and leave the subject
for more concise treatment to my friends on both sides. Allow me, how-
ever, before sitting down to repeat what I said on rising to speak that
this is & noble problem, a question of momeutuous interest to millions of
the human race, lieve me, your decision to-night will not be without
its influence, Let it be kiven, I beseech {un honestly and decisively it
favour of what will enfranchise more peo,

ever came before parliament ; of what will do more to spread morality and
knowledge throughout the length and breadth of the land than any inven-
tion since the time when the firsh printer, trembling with excitement and
joy, seanned the st printed page.

Mr. Elliot in opening for the Negative sajd :—

Mg, PRESIDENT, LaD1RS AND (YENTLEMEN, — When the actors and actions
of this nineteenth century shall have been submitted to the investigation
and criticism of posterity, I venture to say that the period will stand out
pre-eminently distinct fr n jts predecessors, and anbo from its succes-
sors, a8 one of change and of great activity of thought, Other centuries
have seen wide-spread and even violent changes, no doubt, but the spirit
Wwas not then so manifest] abroad in the land 5 it exerted its influence then
only in well defined lonl{t j
meated every avenue of life, among all classes of people, from the shop to

a

re-
formers, and ccnsisting in the creation of imaginary maladies for which
they invewt Nn'rlpamz"n[] cures. I shall endeavour in reply to these argu.
ments to shew two things,—first, that our oy ponents enormously exagger-
he defects and inconveniences uf the o -’-hm of spel 3 second,
ich they propose although as yet ' in the air,” and therefore
y to defend than attack, gives atrong evidences of being not an
ment, but a positive injury, an educational 3
&mdeloch of’ the old system are . Iam
aware that this very statement may be ae pon by our opponents a« at
least & partial admission of their , but you will ber, Mr,
President, that we do not advocate the Prosent system as a perfech one, I
admit that it has defects in the same way that in many respects our :ippll-
ances for agricul 1 pursuits are defecti that our lptenu of educa-
tion are defective, that our hinery is defecti ; they are
all marred by ignorance and want of power in their immediate authors ;
they are defective because in wisdom we have been endowed with aspira-
tions for an ideal which is perfect,
It is assumed quietly by our opponents that the written
correspond to and be an exact reflex of the spoken. No:

written word through the sense of vision,
stable ; spoken words are naturally Chlnﬂ:h\llt.

The answer of our o) ponents to this obvious truth is——yes, but in the
acquisition of knowledge, written and spoken words are intimately con.
nected, and unless we have a regular and systematic alphabet to represent
the sounds employed in uttering spoken words, the written language is al-
most impossible of uisition, or at any rate necessitates an enormous
outlay of both time ::-? money, and thus presents an apj obstable to
the education of the people; and in this answer we haze iof the raison
d'étre of the discussion.

Tu reply to this, I say, it is only true toa very limited extent, so limited
indeed, that instead of assuming it to be sufficlent cause for 8o radical &
change, it should be closely examined whether it is » ol sufficlently
importaut to deserve the attention of educators, My own
the eye and the memory are the all important means {y which we learn to
read and spell a languuge—the ©ye conveys the picture to the mind and the
memory retains the u::e (l),’ thl:a 't).i:‘kn"' In ‘lh lf. which t:l;l“c
[ ng is the ruls, no doubt the upon the memory is somewhaf eas,
!g:lnun {ct of memory need then onl{ be exercised over a class instead of
over each individual word, but at t, 6 same time it must be remembered
that in such a lnngulg: 'nn‘i: mu‘lrkwnl - ly lan;mny of th:hlr distine.

v 3 hence, the eye is more err, and moreover the system
e L B S e e
of nin, wer, It may, nk, very reasos ly oal muc]

d S ﬁ placed upon this power .I;’th‘ firat of ed 1
especially in the case of very young children I am of of lon it would ren-
der the primary steps even more ifficult than they now are, for teachers
would be very apt to expect from the infantile mind powers which natur-
ally belong only to older children,

But turning aside from this speculative method of the subject,
I find it is & favourite method Among our opponents of she this enor-
mous waste of power in time and money to com; the time spent upon
learning to read and ?all & phonetic with that to ac-
quire the English, and I have been astonished at the apparently thought-
less manner in which these gentlemen have jumped at conclusions ; I can
only account for it by t%a ll:lumity of their m”" for their upt{vldng

In exmlnlna this question I wish to attach to it all the importance to
t is enti odlnth.dh:u-lon,ltwuldbcm to
t‘l};‘:hl or.sl:lnm of some of the calculations of thn:".dvm of the

merely visio these
tinn-ml'h:n"l:un lor{ibl ::LM of Mark ’l"ul.l'n“l reflection after
e B e it by L
to out over ox|
one time, and ave s n:m 2 2

““There is so ascinati; . One such
:{I:o“ Mu:n': of oo:,;ootnu out of Il:h‘ a trifling lnmtm::t oﬁm P

and security to a mighty and turbulent ocean, which threatens to swoep
h lh;dmnh of

There was & time when reform had need of encoura, t an
nance;  time when the noble declsion of an intellectual ginnt, coupled
with an ic courage and untiring perseverance could alone cope with
f custom and judice, an, ve & prog t to
society : doubtless, it is true that £ven now our extended vision serves only
to show us the dimensions of the * room for improvement,™ but it is oq!
true that in days we need, instead of the glowing pictures and ardent
fancies of the adherents of advanced opinions, the healthy courage and
cautious action of miore conseravtiye minds ; men who will not shrink from
encountering the ridicule that may be ured upon existing institutions by
so-called reformers—first, for the gooso that is in them ; secondly, for the
Poor substitutes we are asked to exchange them for,

We are askod by the gentleman who has just resumed his seat to ex-
change our present ystem of spelling for one whioh he and I must confess
many others consider & better : with ar more learning and eloquence than
I can to l?on the subject that gentleman iu portrayed to you
the defects of the old, the advani esof the new. Whatever may be
of his contentions there can, I think, be but one opinion as to the clearness
and ability with which the learned gentleman has pleaded for a change,
The lucidity of his sentences has, I must own at once, entirely m;
opinions. I'am now forced to believe, what up to the present time lmm;
Rty b 1, s, cpLensate dvocacy Cortanly b i, 1 &

in it, an lough in error, they nly have the cou of

their convictions,  Were it not that I feel assured so Jjust a defence :‘t.hht

which we undertake to- ht needs but little lnpf)ort to commend it to the
d lunal( venture t» at-

tack the arguments of my opponent, not indeed because of their intrinsic

worth, b:ﬁnomu they rve a caltured n{ly.

Our opponnlm‘ advocacy of this nh;n‘r, owever, shews them to have

ol e

breakers of change in the t arned leader of the ve will not object to receive the
ocean of thought and not upon a deep and natural current of reform, | Ithink “:f.‘:r n'ﬂ’ JM' Gladstone as those of a frhnfi and brother re-
Lot ln“ the outset that we do not 07 a ly use | former. I e his views strongly places his argument in
i it is such, I know it has become the fashion in thess days to consider those the most taking form, and that Il!nn fair in presenting his argu-
who give opposition to such undertaki; one under $0- | rnent to you, gentlemen, as & brief but comprehensive
night as ded to their nrnlonl a3 to mistake prej for reason, | oI our It is & speci; brick ﬁ:.m
huofhnhlnntnu:t-dilmmu p{onuhudu u may gather a ttymmldud&hlmalm/n upon which
is this—that wi they having fallen in love with o flashy but impracticable eso gentlemen us to thi change.
toy, ‘strive in the ardour of ¢ ection to substitute it for the tried and . tone, who was & member of the London School Board of
i really valuable instrument, we, on the other hand, with & lively remem- 1878, entered upon his calculations with this practical object in view, to
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improve, if possible, the educational advantages of the working classes
in the great City of London ; he, theref d d his i i
one would suppose, in & practical business-like manner. He tells us
that the lpol.lgn; of the Italian e is the most perfect in Europe,
being almost strictly phoneti After full i the amount
of time devoted to reading and spelling in ]ulfln and also in English
schools, he comes to the astonishing result that 1375 hours more are
devoted to these subjects in_the school year in the English achool than
in the Italian! No wonder Mr, Glad belches forth anatheimas upon
a system of l&dllng which thus wastes the time and youth of our people,
if his calculations were correct and tlmroufh‘ but they are not, they are
erroneous because very superficial, and as I say may be taken as a speci-
men brick of all like argumenis of our opponents,

I need scarcely remind you, Mr. President. that there are two me-
thods of teaching, with a text-book and orally. Now, if a child com-
mit to memory a rule of arithmetic from a text-book he Is actually ltud‘r
ing reading and spelling rather than arithmetic ; if he learn facts of his-
tory and geography from a text-book, he is h; vin equally good practice
in reading and spe Now, in English schools we know that these
subjects are, as a rule, taught to urut extent orally, while I am in-
clined to believe that the system adopted in Italy is the opposite, but
whether this be true or not, Mr, Gladstone’s 1376 hours extra time is
utterly valueless as an argument in favour of phonetic spelling until he
proves to ns that these two systems of teaching are not resp ctively in
i in the two countries to which I have referred.

ut the utter absurdity of these calculations may be well exposed in an-
other way. It is & notorious fact that a century ‘Kﬂ only a very small
percentage of Italians could read and write, but of those who could, prob-
ably eighty or ninety per cent. could understand their own great poets and
phl!owphen. Now every one learns to read, at least, but of those who
can a very tolerable standard not one per cent. can make head or tail
of te. Now what does this prove ! Simply this, that Italians are
taught to read and spell a vocabulary which will prepare them to read their
newspapers and write business letters. But what is the aim of an English
school ?  To teach the entire vocabulary of the language ; consult our spell.
ing books, bristling with words that a fairly well-educated man does not
employ & dozen times a year ; look through our reading books, supposed to
be adapted for boys of ten l':““ of age, and you have extracts from
“ Disraeli's speech on the death of Wellington ;” * The scene in the tower,
from King John,” and *“ Dr. Dawson’s Creation of the Earth,” and yet the
time necessary to acquire this bulary is pared with that ar
for the former. The quantity of the words, not the method of sp. lling,
what consumes the time and produces unsatisfactory results’; and here let
me gay, that it appears to me, we might well take a leaf out of the Italian
book. I think it an entire waste of onerw{ and a positive cruelty to spend
the time of the children of the working classes, those who go to school to
learn to read and write and nothing more, in either reading or spellin
words which they will never have occasion to use, We teach children mul-
tiplication but not cube root, and act rcasonably, but becau-e they ought
to be able to spell doy must t‘uy of necessity spell protoplasm ?

Now, Mr. President, I have endeavourcd to show that our opponents
are able to prove, neither by abstract reasoning, nor yet by comparison
with other oounh"u, that our system of spelling is such'a burden upon the
education of the people as they regard it. One other method of proof is
resorted to, ingenious but equally fallacious. It is said children of our
own country have actually been taught to read and spell by the phonetic sys-
tem, and they have learned in & much shorter period of time ; with regard
to the latter accomplishment they would probably be regarded as far abead
of their time as Artemus Ward considered Mr. Chaucer behind it; ~hen he
said ‘he had brains, but, unfortunately, could not apell I”  But in answer
to this argument I would B8y, what tee have I that you are not

s e Worl 11 teachers and exceptionally bright
children with that of careless teachers and ordinary children ; but even
granted that the children and teachers were of equal ability, this much re-

d, that the teacher of the phonetic system has entered upon
his work with the zeal and ardor of an earnest believer, and has, therefore,
the immense advantage that such a condition gives him,

It only remains &o‘:n said in this connection, Mr. President, that if the
charge against the present system of waste of time has been shewn to be
false, the charge of waste of money falls to the ground, for it is, in fact,
only the measure of the former, hen our opponents are so fortunate as

this to be a disadvantage, but our opponents ask us to extend this blemish
to the written langusge as well, to spell, as well as pronounce them alike |
In spoken 'anguage this may lead to error; in written language, from
the very nature af things, it would ; and so great would the inconvenience
and annoyance become, that necessity would over-ride trhonetic rules and
interpose signs to catch the eye and distinguish the word.
Again, it is contended that phonetic spelling would indicate pronunci-
ation and reduce dialects. Now, I contend that, for the great mass of the
people, it would not indicate pronunciation, nelther would it reduce dia-
leuh; it would perpetuate them. Spoken language is decidedly dictatorial
and very tenacious. We have no authority of final resort for pronuncia-
tion in English ; the spirit of the people will not brook sach a thing ; with
. &hnuellc alphabet, and true to phonetic principles, the people would
make the written word correspond with their idea of the spol it is our
written words are a standing protest against such mutilatio vep AWAY
our etymological spelling and our wri ten lml’lllf will become a confused
jargon. Italy has a phonetic alphabet, but 8 also & number of ver;
distinet dialects And in our case, Mr, Presi n:' imagine us luminhoi
with & phonetic alphabet, used under phonetic , and I ask you how
much similarity would there be among the ssme words written by the in-
habitants of the different sections of the British Isles themselves and of the
Colonies? In this connection also, I wish to point you to the fallacy of the
argument that xoo!»lo would not require to learn to spell, say after the two
first years of school life, The argument, of course, is, if our words were
ed by fixed rale and not with arbitrary letters, people would naturally
spell cnrroctlﬁ Now, if this be true, how comes it that incorrect spellings
are not all alike? I have myself seen & word of four letters Ineorn;fy
spelled In three different ways by the same individual. The system is in-
vented as a boon for uneducated and p.ru.ll{ educated people. D,
Trench gives us a forcible example of people spelling by sound, and hence
an idea of what may be expected when the system advocated by our op-
nents is introduced. He says “the postmaster of the town of Woburn
a8 noted 244 different methos of wpelliug that name among the unedu-
cated class, for whose benefit this system is mainly com|
There is still another objection to the system, so important and so far-
reaching, that it is no wonder our have always d the
biggest guns to this point of attack. I refer to the irreparable loss which
phonetic spelling implies in the etymology of our language, At first those
who favoured phonetic spelling were dumb in re%ley to this objection, but
through time they have gath-red together a number of specious arguments,
which have become worth of notice only becanse some noted philologists
and highly educated men'have taken them under their special care. Our
charge is, that this system will obliterate everything that visibly connects
our language with the past, and will make it a dead, mechanical contriv-
ance, instead of what it is, a living and wonderfully beautiful out-growth of
the thought and progress and dignity of the race, The ler of the
affirmative has given us a long array of scholarly names who deny this
statement. I cannot dissect at any le the answerr made to
charge by these noted men, but will content myself with uimpl; shewing
that when carefully examined they should have little weight in t{e discus-
sion. The noted philologist, Prof. Miiller, whose opinions usually are en-
titled to close attention, makes reply to our charge by propounding this
question —** If a man know the origin of & wurd is he any less likely to re-
nise it in a phonetic dress?’ and the answer is, unmistakably, no, But
this is evading the question. If & man do not know the origin of a word,
will he ever be likely to find it in & phonetic dress? The learned man oan,
the ignorant man will never try, but there are thousands of fairly well-
educated men and women to whomjsuch knowledge would be a store house,
inspiring thought, and opening up vistas of beauty undreamed of, wk e
knowledge is too limited to surmount the difficulty, and y-t too extensive
to rest satisfied ting its solution.

rrumnnt that the proj system would substitute a
y ing for a vicious one, I cannot do better than remind
you of the fact that thousands of English men and women have surmounted
the difficulties of the language, and are not, as we can see, any the worse
for it either mentally or morally. The learned leader of the affirmative is
an eloquent survival, fur the occasion, the fittest ! and my friend who will
ffllo':oun e :l ‘vlvllﬂll ;.“‘ ::ln o is to my posi-
tion. As regards their moral am certain on that poin e

indeed, they claim that the .,:Lm hl:(gnp:dond that lnznpt?tm'i.o 'Iu:h'
glhdh :sl",‘“ attacking the beneficent mother of their purest and most

to procure actual calamities brought about by the old system.
hlﬁ and defence is useless, The leader of the affimative has wittily, and I
must say to my mind unfeelingly, charged our present system of spelling
with killing a Frenchman and maligning a cow. " 1 offer my sympathy to
the bereaved family who, in their youthful gambols were, with one fell
swoop, deprived of a fond father and their matin bowl of milk !

y second task, Mr. Chairman, is to endeavour to show why I consider
the proposed method would be not only not an improvement but a positive
injury to the language. In order to do this I shall make some comparisons,
difficult as it is to compare the seen with the unseen, the known with the
unknown, and, in deference to the opinions of our upgonenh, I shall try to
free mylu\l of the knowledge that this new system has but a name, and
m for the time being, that even the eloquent speech of the learned

of the affirmative was powerless to call it out of the ghostly regions
of crude thought, and give it a habitation and a form.

First of :I‘L. n, Mr, Pu-ldcn:., I e}dml}‘hu wc:’c:k:n mﬁh no compari-
won between new proposed system of spelling and the old as regards the
cost of printing or , seeing that scarcely any two of those who ad-
vocate &o new have ever yet been able to agree, either upon the number
or character of their phi . The traly logical phonetic speller
will not be satisfied until he a visible sign for each and every sound of
the human voice ; the would-be snﬁl:ul man declares his brother reformer

is hands of all responsibility in the

Y
press him to raise up ““ foes of
ovv:. ey t"l«tl." ‘I‘Iirll& llzpnchte his d(ﬂa:l:i::dﬁt l:&l: :::m
time m cont wve any argument fo on it of
printing in abeyance, uthm.mm%-.ng ki
ooﬂouh.mhunln nglish & large number of words, of
very different meaning, yet all pronounced alike ; everybody will admit

Iam fully aware, Mr, President, how imp fectly I have rhad.d »
good c:ur:.h Fm{n the course pursued by my lrlpnnd wh’«’: opel the
cussion I have been obliged to anticipate ar, ntlbut T have endeavoured
at the same time to reply to his position. In conclusion I wisk to remind
you that our opponents are bound to shew, first of all, good cause for doing
away with the old ; secondly, equally strong reasons for introds the
new, these reasons built upon muni conclusions arising out of a descrip-
tion of it ; and after they have done all this they

much of An‘; they will allow between the spoken and written word, in
other words, how often they will introduce changes into written words to
have them k’:ﬁ pace with the spoken, which are constantly chlnsl and
varying. If they will take a s on from the adverse camp, I should
I’; :.::m ‘ot :.lmmuh h‘:{ once ; ; od:' cllﬂ;n"w:d and take lnp the old
and set down the new before a knowledge- rateful people at
each decennial census | . .

And then when all this is done they may set to work with ear-tickling
fancies about reform and ‘:roneu. 0 induce such audiences, as the one be-
fore us to-night, Mr. President, to obliterate the proudest boast of our race,
to give place to a pure plebeian upstart, whose sole claim to existence rests
T, for o2 apwaget snd | gain, destroy and obli

ou, for an apparen i , destro) obliterate
this W!nﬂ.ll un;lbh hn:lllxlwhom:.:: WO! }F-’r 3, wi ,tha
ou, for an utilitarian lemane out sentiment
and poetry wrapped up in our 'ors:?.:ml thus tuu‘rnlmdtou in our
e ythanoh:innlonr;ul.- T
you barter those numberl which our language supplies
us, tothmdnwum.mhlhhol long past centuries, the pﬂl&
o(:’uvu. and the of ull,(orlmum/ommimwcrﬁnﬂa
people,
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T am confident that you will not, but, on the contrary that you will de- | and thus seriously, I think, in many cases impairing the mind. Nor is it
cide in favour of the preservation of * our lorious English tongue,” and | endsd here, but they have to struggle on against the same difficulties until
by 8o doing vindicate a trne sentiment which does you infinite honour, and | they have committed o memory the spelling of the whole 89,000 words, or
at the same time enter your intelligent protest against such a daring pro- | so many of them as they ever know over an above the 1,000 in which the

ject of iconoclasm as that proposed by our opponents, letters are possessed of their true sounds,
™ g G s . I will here give you an idea of the difficulty which is experienced by
The following is Mr. Brown’s address supporting the Aflir- | g child in learning to spell when it trusts to the sonnds of the letters as in
mative : the alphabet or as heard in other words : take for example fhe word beauty,

Mi. PRESIDENT, LADIES AND GENTLEMEN,—You have all, T am sure, ,0“:5 f,l;":ﬁ:"'::'r"z ‘.’;"uﬁ:"::t"ﬂl ::l:e'r';"u"'h':l ;m:‘l‘:l":.b;‘.::;‘d"‘"{:lm
listened with very much pleasurs t» the graceful periods and well timed first try the phonetic aystem and spell the v‘rord b‘-n-t- this it’ﬁnd. 2
witticisms of the gentleman who has just resumed his seat, Enough, how- | (55 B thialcs of thayiound e o e B Irlz; il b
eyer, 1 feel satisfied, has been eaid by the leader upon the affirmative to | ¢ d wrong, 8o it tries the sound of w as in suit and spells bu-i t-y’,.tlml
"1}.',‘?.5' :t::l;g;;':l':c:" our system of apelling is not only desirable but in- in the word vicw and tries b-i-e-w-t-y, these all being wrong it has some

1 shall endeavour this ;vanlng in very brief and general terms to show ?,lm:: :{ ;‘v.,?:;'f‘,.l ’:ﬂ:‘g.ﬁl ...r::;";;t‘ :: ﬁutc)a'l':i .bn-‘ci : 'l::]b;‘a':,;):“:
:pfgiflf’l"ﬁ.ﬂ:,g'ﬁ&r a very bad one, while the one we propose to in- way to spell the word. T'his, ladies and gentlemen, I think is precisel; Eo

Qur alphabet s made up of thore characters which the Romans saw gt | Be8ition in Thovtunts sy sad evee grown B /i Bemcns ere placed 11 hua-
to adopt, in order to express the sounds which their language possessed, 'ni'd of mute letters. In proof of it hu‘; MARY Mo 10 TOMto G
It was found in early times that the Latin language hai some twenty-five m“l try to write & word whidh they do ot a6 voryy! tieatly withous
f;-;.;ff'.".':’; l-‘}h:n‘:::l :‘l;::e’f:l; 'vh:r{ :x):ntdrx‘:l'l(t.:r:«ill‘;l ‘:‘l)z‘:l')lle; l;l:en:::ku; u:;l’: ?;“f““",‘m"eh‘"gi"“?‘"y i l';l‘ii"“id;l'hlﬁ can be l;lﬁmqgonbh tl'nn
written il“l“lde equal if not superior to their spoken.  For this or soms m’. '?f:h‘:: lﬁ u,."i,",,v, :::n.du W] lcth ?h',mfﬂd;o:o e i
other cause the English people were subsequently induced to adopt the r. Franklin says, with reference fo {ho wnnm'vho Sl e
same characters which the Romans had adopted, perbaps because at that lover her beau, but spelled it b0 that no doubt It n{unc ot griodion
time the Euglish language was found to be possessed of a like number of d he thought as highly of her, . all th he did of the of g
sounds to the Latin. Languages, however, are constantly changing, and | ™ "“"'-'g‘l' e ledylob-"' “'H that, as ‘; o ""A?I'Y“' 'l:
these changes have in the course of un@urh’- brought the English spoken ::r’“xmt‘:: p O;Tdmn;' h: :“‘;'.y.;lx";'f -ﬁmn: practically we are
b m‘,‘:‘:’;u""‘“l',,“’;’0:{,;%02:"“,};;,;; ‘;;:‘lg'jt""h";;:'_;;";::dm by puch 2 1s now consider, briefly, the benefits which- would be derived from
more the Eaglish language has been thrown into close connection with the i t i:":;'. i 2 o

nrd g i) y s Ty great extent, with a view to facilitate learning to read
:,:gm'.rN 'I’:.:’,::' Ly d‘h:m;:,;]"p‘;‘}::g’;]:l;: },’::;":';I :i;lr:lfimt:o::tl:nh:l?tl‘)t: and spell, l.lnld Iw plr:celt within the reach of many rho would never be k;bls
which these other languages possessed est worth having, and to reject that mm'ﬂ’ﬂ' :n:i‘:n f{' ::;'g':'ﬁ:zzfm'w n{m':l dul::l:nmnn 7}“;:‘1 ‘i’.:
which was of poorer quality, In this way new sounds have been intro- feoducing the hov?:tlc system, are able o place 1t 'Ilhin’tho Al Q{ole
duced into the Enxllnll language which were native to these other langu- Sho wonld Bo atahla h,{',‘,.o',m. we .,."m.,m,.mmﬂg what will prove
ages, but which never being known to the Romans could not be represented a blessing to the millions who are (o succeed ue, for 1 16 et that In

in their alphabet. hy "
The Latin English alphabet has thus grudually for a long time boen | the year ";“‘,{,’,.’},;,'0’-6‘3'3,’;5}";,: Ianguage will be spoken by no less & num
hecoming inadequate to express all the sounds that are to be found in 1 will x’m\v'giv; you a few figures to show how small & tage are
the Eng ish language without_attrib ;ting to the several comprising able to acquire an education under the present_system fn"m"" ‘mother
it false sounds and thus causing much unoertainty and confnsion. So, country. The Report of the Council of Education in ingland, in 1870-71,
although much may be eaid in favour of the qualities resulting to the was to the effect that over 43,000 teachers were employed for an average
phoken language by reason of such influences, unfortanately verv little can attendance of 1,167,000 scholars, of which number 765,588 presented them:
be said which would be laudable to the written. selves for examination, and only about 31,000 were found to be snfficiently
It has been ascertained that the English 1 age is now lof | ad d to en'er the vixth standard, it being necessary that they should
thirty-four or thirty-six distinct elemanhr{ sounds, and I shall endeavour | be ahle to read a paragraph from the newspaper, Of this number over
aa clearly as possible to set out the manner in which these thirty-six sounds | 3 000 were unable to .‘ﬂ“ from dictation, and over 8,000 were ignorant of
are represented by twenty-six letters, and also the amount of difficulty that arithmetic, 8o we find that much less an average than one for each teacher
necesearily exists by reason of such representation, while at the same time | wag ahle to read an item from a paper. This, Ladies and Gentlemen, I
I would have ﬁ:“ bear in mind that it is the *Xg.l’e-ﬂ! opinion of all emi- | think very conclusive that in England ignorance must prevail among the
nent philologista that this uncertainty would bo avoided if we had an a1, | masen 10 oo g 00t doubt, on account of our tedious system
rlnhet possessing as many letters as there are sounds in the llnznlso. and The report was much the same in 1873, so that when we consider the
f these letters were at all times and under all circumstances sounded the | increase in population which is ever going on, doubling every 56 years

same, It has also been found that of the twenty-six letters comprising our among English-speaking people, while it requires from 100 to 14 for
alphabet, twenty-five are liable to hide themselves, and under such circum- other nations, and also that in less than two canturies the English
stances are unknown to the ea: ; these are such as the letter w in the wo. d will be spoken by more than three times as many people as any other
wrong, and the letters gh in the word ﬂgh'». eto., 80 that in order tor-pre- | language on the face of the globe, we realize how greatly a reform is need
sent thirty-six distinct sounds as in the spoken lan uage by twenty-six Amf“ how promptly we must act in bringing it about, for among such
letters, of which twenty-five are liable to be mute, we have to make use of | maaces the mn‘ide- and time for acquiring an education are necessarily
10 less than 400 simple and compound syn bols, limited, so that if, by iatroducing the phonetic system, the period of 6 or
The most difficulty, however, arises it the vowels, a having at least 7 years, which we all know is necessary under our present system to learn
six sonnds ; o having five, and e i, u, fonr each, making at least twenty- | to read and spell, could be reduced, a3 we have every reason to believe it
three sounds from five vowels, only fourteen distinct sounds, however, So could, from practical expariments which have been going on during the
you see different vowels must under certain circumstances be favoured ast 35 or 40 years in certain parts of England, to 6 monﬁgn Or & year, its
with similar sounds ; nor will you think this lﬂﬂﬂ'hin%"‘len you find that | {ntroduction w 11 prove an everlasting boon to all futare generations, for
no less a number than 190 simple and compound symbols are made use of | whom we are now paving t e way, It would prove hmacfn to all classes,
in order to derive from the five vowels these fourteen sounds ; and more, | a benefit to those who would not have time to learn to read and spell under
we have instances where certain vowels are distinetly sounded although | the present system, in enabling them to do so; to those who would have
they are not to be found in the words, e.g., long o is heard in the word | time, in enabling them in the same period to parsne many of the branches
hautboy, the sound being set out by other letters ; nor can this be simpli | of o inlghor education, and a universal benefit, *.c we all recognise the fact
fied until we are possessed of an alphabet in which each of the vowels and that knowledge which is acquired in earl youth is retained much longer,
consonants alike will at all times be represented by its own symbol and | and to better advantage than that whish {l learned in mature years,
sound only, Tests have been had in connection with the spelling of our language un-
Although I stated that the most irregularity exists in connection with | dur our nt system, both in England and Americs, and it has been as-
the vowels, I would wish it to be remembered that a very great deal also rlru&n-s that of le:s than 2,000 failures in the Civil Service Examinations
rests with the consonants ; but p rhaps a still greater difficulty arises in !
connection with both vowels and consonants, from the fact that our lang- | Awmerica even teachers are found to be deficient in this particul o
uage has come to be of sounds which, with our present alphabet, | On ocoasions whew from 80 to 90 have been examined in the spelling of 100
we can orly express by means of the union of two letters, while one letter | common words, the best of them has failed in one ; some, who took g‘rlul,
for each sound should suffice. These sounds are such as of ck in the word | in four or five, while most of them have failed in over Jorty, from which it
chair, the two sounds of ¢4 (one hard and the other soft) as in the words | has been estimated that the average teachers will fail in more than 25 per
thin aud they, also of sk in the word fish, th in the word leisure, and of aw | cont of all the words which ve put to them.
aa in the words awe, tall and haul (in this latter instance you see the sond It has been hinted by the gentleman who has just resumed his seat, that
produced by means of different symbols). This is sufficient to show the such a change in the system as we proy would destroy the etymology of
uncertainty resulting from the insufficient number of letters in cur alpha- | ghe language. Of this, however, fthf:r
bet, and which uncertaivty is gradually increasing with the changes which know that words are traced back to their, origin, as easily oir
are ever taking place in the language, sounds as their spelling, if not more so, and that the simpler the l'plﬁhg is,
1 shall now endeavour more practically to show you the necessity fora | the more apt the words are to rehln"ﬁuh true sounds, while the more ¢ )m-
plex and like our own system it becomes, the more ) thln we to lose sight

The English language contains at present about 90,000 words, and of | of their true and o ?n.l meanings, wi T It is
all ‘:i:dm::ﬁ?" there m only about fooo which are spelled as they are :nl & means of oomr!:unln.dn:n h%‘vun individuals, and the more simple
sounded,

.e., in which the lette s are both true to eye and ear, and these | aud efficient this means the more universally beneficial it will prove. A
are made up almost entirely of monosyllables and the simplest dissylabl gradual f is always takin prm in languages, and these
while the remaining 89,000 words are ssed of letters whioh are rot changes have, at lcnﬂth brought go Enlllnh languages
sounded, of which number it is -hnl-hm tind that 800 are monosylla- | o be scarcely recognizable as one, 8o the etymology of our may
bles and have letters which are at variance with the sounds they represent. | be said to be destroyed to » very great extent already ; ar . the lue-

being the first words which children are ht to lnll after | tion of a etic in s} is the hope of re-establishing it.
learning the -lph’m., they at the very start encounter difficulties in t 8 | It has been ht im) ble by advocates of our present
to bring into harmony sounds which ey know intuitively to be t | system, but as sach changes have already been adopted with good results
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by other nations, such as the Italians and Spaniards, dudnac:ho past two
we have every reason to think it would be practicable in ours,
and even achieve greater relulh‘l for these other nations were not so unfor-
tunate at the outset as were the English, nor had they so great induce-
ments to bring about the change, for we have to-day on our shoulders the
mionnlbﬂlty of improving and bringing into harmony the written and
spoken elements of the greatest and grandest langusge the world has ever
known. Of course we have to work against public sentiment at first, for it
is ever against introducing changes into old and established systems,  Still
that this evening I am speaking to an audience which fully a) preci
ates the fact that a change in our system of spelling must be mnc&. and
that at an urls date,

‘When the idea of introducing and substituting the Arabic syster of
numerals for the old Roman system was first broached, I believe that popu-
lar opinion was as strongly nst it as it is to-day against the introduc-
tion of the phonetic ul{lhm. et what & triumph followed. Who of you
commercial d be willing to keep a set of books in Roman numer-

wish to run up a single column in such a ledger ? and
great as has been the benefit derived from such a change, I hope to see a
still greater one, which is far more far-reaching, confe on our Eopln
through the introduction of a phonetic system of spelling, for it is not
every one who has to make use of figures, while every one should know
how to read and spell his own language,

Before closing I would like to say & few words about what seems to be
the most efficient means of mtroducing the system. This, of course, could
only be done by degrees, First it would have to be tanght in the public
schools, where life would be made much more pleasant to both teacher and
scholar. 1In this way, in a short time, the system would become finally
estabiished, while it might be placed within the reach of those of maturer
yn: by causing phamplets and books to be issued for a while in both

stems.

o Those who oppose the reform tell us that it would necessitate the loss of
all the books which our libraries now contain ; this, however, is an tn-
reasonable assumption, for readers of the present generation would keep
their old editions, while those of the next would prefer the new, and in (he
course of time new editions of all the books worth reprinting would come
out anyway, and might be issued on the new system and without great
public expense, for it would no doubt be made to a great extent a private
enterprise, while the less valuable books which tgeu libraries contain
would be done away with and not be much loss ; besides, if these books
were not republished they would be consulted only by students who
would probably be able to read both systems, and if they were
unable to do so, it has been ascertained that it is easier and requires
less time to learn to read and spell in the old system by first pursuing a
course of ltudglin the new, than to read aud spell in the present sys-
tem only, so that in either case time and labour would be saved.

All eminent philologists join in saying that if it were not for our bad
gmn spelling and i h hy the ity of the

nglish language would be secured beyond a doubt, and other nations
may find cause to flatter themselves at the fact that the English nation
has not sooner found this out,

Show us, ladies and gentlemen, by your votes this evening that you
are willing to unite with us in putting down that system of which the
well-known writer, Lord Lytton, found cause to speak in the following
terma : ‘A more lylng. round-about, puzzle-headed delusion than that by
** which we confuse the clear instincts of truth in our accursed system of
ing was never concocted by the father of falsehood H'o:v can &

of education flourish that begins by
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| more as if he were reading an extract from Josh Billings or some other of
the writers whose works under the proposed system would be considered
as representative epecimens of English literature, instead of a choice se-
lection from some one of our own great poests or /iterateurs, and one
almost forced in reading many of the articles of the advocates of the
poted scheme to make the same remark as was made by Artemus Ward on
attempting toread Chaucer, that ““ Mr. C. had talent, but he couldn’t spell,”
Now, Mr. President, is this the feeling that forebodes a very glorious
future for the new * fashion?’ I think not, and more, I must say that [
am of opinion that it shows clearly and conclusively that the change is not
desired by the people, and that they are so in love with their present lan-
guage and manner of spel ing the sae, as not to tolerate such an Va-
tion as the introduction of the new system would be.

But there are difficulties in the way of any one who stun.zgu to defend
what we bave, and who advances a few facts tending to show the bad
effects aiising from a change. These difficulties have been intensified and
ms te rather ler to overcome by the ver{:ngenlmu and clever manner in
which the gentlemen upon the affirmative have laid their views before ycu
to night, and by the utmost confidence with which these gentlemen have

d d cert: lausibl; which one, at first sight, ht con-
strae into arguments, and which require some little examination before the
illogical reasoning in some of them is brought to light. If each one of you
would but give the question a little care and study, we are satisfied, and
can have no reason for dreading the result.

In listening to the discussion to-nixht you must have been struck by the
very general manner in which the gentlemen ogrollu have handled their
arguments, and by the utter absence of detail which has characterized their
speeches throughout, and I am confident that an audience, such as we are
addressing to-night, will not accept their view of the matter, when such an
irsue as the izing and d ying our I andli isat
stake. They appeal to our n{mpu.hy for the rising generation, who are
forced, they say, in the st uggle for an education to spend a great part of
their early life and energy in learning our barbarous onho'guphy of to-
day, and they are completely carried away with joyous anticipations of the
time when the reformed pri .er should be in vogue, and when the emanci-
pated youth of our land would, almost without an effort, master the intri-
cacies of lmgungo, and dive into the depths of literature and letters, which
:,hey say will be preserved to us, as we have it now, in all its entivety and

eauty.

For this, and we may say for this only, we are asked to exchange the
stable framework of our language, which has risen from lower things to be-
come the greatest and fundent structure of the kind in the universe, for a
system which has nothing to recommend it to the practical student of liter-
ature and lan which gives us no guaran
ever, accomplish what it claims. We say it will not and
that it is totally impracticable, and, even if possible, that it is not desirable,
for the losses consequent on its introduction would be very great, and the
gains incomparably small,

Bselllng, it is urged, would no longer need to be learned at all, for every
& und being represented by a sign would almost involuntarily bring the
rroper pronounciation of & word to a person's mind, the sound and #ign be-

ng in perfect oonlnrmjty with each other, The truth a{ _thh rests upon

it will, or can
cannot do so ;

two which are but are taken for
granted h{ the gentlemen opposite, The first of these is that all men pro-
nounce all words alike, and in

spelling a word they will exactly agree as to
what the sour.d as expressed in letters is. The falsity of this is evidenced
by the difference in the spelling of the same word by different persons, and

t = “
““ which the sense of hearing suffices to contradict,” and, ladies and gen-
tlemen, you will show your willingness to assist in conferring on future
generations one of the grearest hludn%tha world has ever known.

In conclusion, I thank you for you kind attention.

Mr. Macie in summing up for the Negative said :

Mg, PRESIDENT, LADIES AND GENTLEMEN,—Whenever any reform or
so-called reform is Lelnn tated in & community, we never fail to find a
class of men ready and ing, and who in reality do devote the whole of
their lives and energies to the nomn‘:})lhhlng of the reform, and who in
their wild zeal do not scruple to most any length in their adve
of the same, in many cases entirely overlooking the fact that their appar-
ently whole-souled interest is due not so much to a conviction of the bene-

trying to force upon us in the place
mt tried and effective method of spelling the English
language does nnt prove an_exception to the general rule, for we find its
ing and writing with all the .n:zly and fanaticism (some-
phoneticism) which is to such an eminent degree a character-
It seems to me to be & sad waste of time, of money and of undoubted
talent for men with the intellectual standing of many of the lquortln of
e new system to throw away their short lives in support of a scheme
which cannot be held as desirable and which, even if it were, so totally
im| ble as to leave the question of its introduction untouched by
few whose lvldantl&m cial arguments have been
the affirmative to-night.

8o en!
been written against th scheme and in su) of our present
kgl Hoonthat thess enorgetlo s s

& thankless

task, and are ex-
ding their time and in a system which it is impossible
lps.: cn‘r wensib) :ﬁmﬁmq'mm of the English language
and pronounced under our present lmm. The new fashion
ed upon more with ridicule t
ts

with nn{ fear as to
might be ; people seem convinced that it will never

gorson reading of the phonetio publications, written, of course,
llt: e style of ﬂu‘:e’worth pphyllxuﬂm-trun:i'ilh w‘ntu‘rpeu;
to him to be an extremely ludicrous play upon certain words, and feels

in some ij even by the same person. Select s word of average diffi-
culty and submit it to a class ; some of these will, no doubt, spell the word
rmperly, but a number will mis-spell it, and the ma; ority mis-spell it
n an entirely different manner from the others, Those who cannot spell
it correctly are obliged to fall back upon what they think the sounds con-
tained in the word are, What then is the reason that these several Ppersons
donot fall into the same error as to what the sounds are, and how they are to
pronunciativa
ite of all the pho.
netic system can do to prevent it, and which pmnund:&m is continually
varying under the treatment it receives at the hands of different individue
als, each of whose ideas are slightly at variance with the others, But this
difference is attributed to the confusion of our present English s
Is this true? It decidedly is not, for the differences in pronoun
test among gopln who cannot read or write at all, and whose ancestors
or generations before them were in the same lamentable state, The can-
not have any other rule to guide them, and the strange thing to me E that
with such an infallible and never-fai standard as the sound
o dh their mauac&;ﬂon that l:&u 0 4
of lects an ferently pronoun words amo) uneducated class
who are unable to dhtinznm one written re, nn‘hﬁon of a sound from
another. That this difference exists in orir English spelling and pronunciation
isnot the fault of the old system, nor would it be nmodl:s by the new, Take
for example the sounds of the vowel o as pronounced in the words wrong and
Jusion. ~According to some of the proposed schemes this vowel does duf
for these two sounds, Now, the learner must, at the outset, ask Nmnz
the question, *‘ how am I pronounce this sign? Am I to Ay wrung, as it
is prononnced in the last syllable of fusion, or fusién as it is sounded in
wrong ?” and this fact forces itself upon us, that which ever way you decide
and in whatever manner you fashion your pronounciation, your neighbour
has quite as strong a position, and can defend it equally as well and with
exactly the same arguments, when he es the of
ence is unavoidable ; ﬂooplo capnot help it, and before one
we would have a whole vocabulary of woan diff
ulary used by an

=8
g




RSITY GAZETTE. (1884,

an imparable loss, The existing system is continually our attention
to the roots and derivations of many words, but in the ::uw‘“..

that would even lead us to enquire. Words have a descent exclusivel;
their own, and the casting aside the history of the word (for its history l
iccluded in its etymology) would destroy one of the most pl features

riority of the Italian method a

s:eu learn to read and speil
1 uniformity of speech bf. whi
tal; furnisies us with

of that unfortunate countr y are able to read the daily papers and write a in the study of our language and prove ly detrimental to the iterature
very commonplace letter, but little more, Were we to adopt the new speech | of the future, But it is said that the y affected by the
and writing, our highest ambition would be to be .b'l'm to rug the Phonetic | in this respect are those belonging to the m of learned men and

and our usge and

literaturs, which has made our country what it is, would be cast aside, and

would rlip out of the true life of the people, who, without its civilizing and

influence, would d enerate into a Jtate of semi-barbarity, where

the phonetic system would in_its proper sphere, where it would have

material nron which to make itself felt, and where it might exercise some

influence in building up a literature and unolionﬂnr lmﬁm.

barous tEoopla; but the moral and wc:ul position of

o man;

guage, exce
doubted for & moment but that these should have helps, enabling them to
ize the Words which cho‘{ are using, whence they came, to what
wmthaym what is SM: proper use and real mean-
:‘I‘x‘h This argument could not be urged with as much force at the time

| who love their language, containing, as i connect! tation for reform commenced as it Can now, nor can it be
| between what they once were and what they are now as th:‘y love their | now with one half the force it will be afew years hence, for in all our schools
| lifs, is & sufficient guarantee that such an occurrence can and will never to-day we find that the study of the etymology of WO) up
e, a8 much time as any other branch, and our lﬁﬁal aug books
The second assumption which these gentlemen help themselves toin | full of lessons in the derivation of our Engli ulary. any of the
| such a gratuitous manner and which is quite as erroneous as the first is | arguments of classics scholars as to the ity of study of the
| this : That just as soon as everyone is ready for a reform they will in- classics in a liberal education might be brought with much weight L favor
| stantly accept the phonetic system. But the difficulty that arises here is, | of our etymol consideration of this juestion,
| what is the phonetic system 7 upon what standard of pronunciation are we ‘“The English lan, resembles what is called & Gothic buﬂdl:f,
| to found a uniform system of speech? are we to accept Pitman, with only | crowded with apparently Eoonrrumu detail, much it that can o
fifteen out of every hundred words spelt as we spell them, or will we give be justificd by age or to the interest attaching to ; but above lﬁ
our allegiance to 5onu with nearly half the words in our voeabi depending for effect not on external symmetry, but rather on internal

spelt the same. Different persons have given us different sohemes and
| have advocated different methods of od Phoneﬂc spelling, by which
| they profess to overcome the disadvani of the present spelling, but
| which proposed schemes evidence on their very faces more divers| ity of
| orinlnn and variety of construction than the gentlemen opposite have ever
claimed exist in our present system,

Probably no two men have given this question more laborious study
than Mr, Ellis and Dr, Murray, and what does their evidence show?
Simply this ; they acknowledged that the objects sought to be attained by
each of them were precisely the same, but they were forced to admit that

hﬁz &a reform which they severally advocated were
entirely different, and each was of the opinion that what the other was
| doing only tend:d to put obstacles in the way of the change ever becoming

complexity of structure, Infinite labyrinthian shadows, lights, strange
corners, :A'ch feature half hidden hyl?; neighbour, a lhul:r‘. mixture of
rootry and subtlety, deur and homeliness, repose and frank ; never
nviﬁn% attention to its general outline or plan, which is indeed almost in-
comprehensible; yet to those who understand such work, in no wise
injured by nngnulou nogo-orin.”

merson has h

1 a8 “fossil "
meaning that just as in some fossils we find beautiful shapes of vegmme
and animal life, which have been hidden in their rocky bos:'for thousands
of xu!l 80 in words are beautiful thoughts and images, the
an lul!ng of past ages, of men whose very names even have perished,
preserved and made safe for ever, And what is more calculated to inspire
 feeling of respect and love, and opposition to an; change than to know

concerning our luhmguithurad,t ugh, the sources
¢ from whin‘h the rich and expressive words contained in it are derived, the

ints in which it is superior to other lan the pointa in which it

lacking, and the capacity which may hmﬂn‘ dormant until ready
to expa’:ﬁ into further improvement. As I remarked before, words have
an ancestry ; they may be classified into families and tribes, and tm a8 one
takes pleasure and delight in traci his lineage back to the ta of old,
who have attached true nobllity to name, 8o do we take
and derive instruction from, from different families
tongues the manz expressive and comprehensive words that we are using
every day ; but this ch‘o would veduce the mass of our words to a bar.
barous horde, to which but little sense and no interest whatever could be
attached, hfnv, Mr. President, is it reasonable to sup) that we are
ing to cast away everything of interest, and which we hy id most dear in 'm
we 80 affecti ly our methor tongue, that we are gow to sever all con-
nection with the true life of the nation, whose literature, whose institutions,
whose very religion and laws are represented in multitudes of words that we
are continually using. Iithink it is not for the love of his |

erent proposed schemes wif
the spelling of one hundred words in each, and I was rather
find certain words out of the number spelt in a different mannes in
{ each of the rmpond methods, In the word pronunciation as in the word
: these reformers were able to agree as to what the sounds in
| these words were and how the were to be represented. But I am answered
iue schemes selected and every one would
have to conform to it, and that this would be the uniform method of the

wi
entlemen, our o Ponents, and where then would be the bo; ease of
learning to read and spell. I believe in one method and another
were selected as the standard, T would be forced to memorize all the words
thot were not spelt according to my The same i

Ls applicable in any other of the many schemes which would be 5
and the amount of laborions study required in this would be nitely
than any work required in hu‘:?n' to spell the English vocabulary

& pe .
In looking through an article a few da; 0, professedly supporti
gl d(ﬂ"lvp 'Y Buppoj 't‘:
to

greater anguage take
] of to-day, session of every Englishman from this that it is but the characteristic lovl::i
If letters were invented to-day we should have a sign for every sound untry nf one particular di

o 0 one 1f the noble acts of the na-
tion to which we belos mofnelmu to us, if we feel ourselves made
greater by the glorious ?toda our ancestors and by the ness of our
country, as we most assuredly do,and if we feel inspi to a nobler life by
the true nobility of Englishmen who are now dead and gone, but who have

{
;i in the lan, ; we would limit each sign to the expression of one sound
4 and we shoul spell our written words exactly as they were spoken, We
would do this for just one day, and the pronoun we would stand for those
very few persons who would be able to agree upon the number and nature

of the sounds in the and upon the signs by which they were to be bequeathed to us & name which by us must not be made less, in what

represented. Asa f, example let any one of you compare the differ- We be assured that their native land and ours lod a glori.
ent ing dioti and note the elab: schemes and plans for | ous past, than that they should have acquired for themselves and us a clear
obﬂnhg and teaching the proper nunciation of words and sounds to | & strong, an harmo; us, & noble hnsuqo which, on its very face, speaks
the eye, and you cannot. fail to see m futile is the attempt to make the of those who have strengthened and fsshioned it to be the utterance of

:vrlmn language correspond to and agree with the lpnkuni:nd understand
it

their inmost life and being, and the lish people, filled with such senti-
ments as these can nothgl'nt shew th?l:‘nvm aud love for a
m

effect more than the done or ever can do, whose o) is but the of themselves ; and each one of us con-
The general ides co he mqn.idﬁon of the wisdom and study ﬁ:gl:o af such Amhunqo & sacred trust, and should make it the

mulbvd T et s 41 vl ol it s | o e e concern “m".n““:u'ﬂ:?.&?" i perocii A ek

m ancient times n sentences a8 far as wer o an

alone, that in vnrhm onl; m of whose oy:r becomes as rude and barbarous as the phonetic system

would make ours, must be on the ve hrhkolblrhtrl-m,mdﬂww
‘o-nl.hthou:am ness to mplr’tho new system, we at th-mo“m:

stored up, but to a v extent in individual wo; From | express our desire to allow our lan togo to to pa:{ with the
the condition of the Wmhm the was invented, there | half of our intellectual power, and even hﬂmﬂ‘l:..mll“ a llhnrylm'n':st
has & continual ¢l rn'oonr hn’mp; as the nation nt people, .
the occasion for the creation of new words to meet the require. Mr, Murray having made a forcible reply, for which we have
ments of an advanced ), gthers were culled from the langu. 1o space, the question was put to the meeting and decided n
ages of n hbonﬂnguﬁm;oldlombquh and new forms > 3 Ry
to take place, still, however, leaving traces of old in what took | favour of the Negative by a narrow majority,
their in the new ; and man; o(tha'ad.oolntmduodmhhln
reality whole ideas instead of N{u o

The following is an experiment in Phonetic spelling :—

were written out 5 and oftentimes we learn more of the wisdom and DHE S()LJE-R’Z FYUUNER[ L.
progress of a nation from single name than do(mmthhlnoqoll
‘mP"‘: :%‘m "’a""':“"m" can "'“';"""“""g;‘“"" Dhe mufeld drum rold on dhe eir,
though , &8 these gen claim, present some culty to X, Py ety s
the begiuner, yet s of the greatest yalug in nmuuwnchctylm Wariorz widh steitli step wor dheir ;
between the Hhum:ﬂdhu:%l.d .....,.".'.".75‘.."?:3.:. tag Ve | On evari arm woz dhe blak kreip buwnd,
-

Everi karbuin woz tornd tur dhe gruwnd :
Solem dhe suwnd ov dheir mezhord tred,




Az suilent and slo dhey folod dhe ded.
Dhe ruidarles hors woz led in dhe ryr,
Dher wor hwuit plumz weiving ovor dhe byr,
Helmet and sord wor leid on dhe pal,
For it woz a soljor'z fywmeral.

Dhat soljor had stwd on dhe batel plein,
Hweir evari step woz ovar dhe slein :
But dhe brand and dhe bal had past him buy,
And hy keim tur hiz neitiv land—tur duy !
Twoz hard tur kum tur dhat neitiv land,
And not klasp wun familior hand !
Twoz hard tw by numberd widh dhe ded,
Or e’er hy kwd hyr hiz welkum sed !
But twoz sumthing tur sy its klifs wuns mor,
And tw ley hiz bonz on hiz on luvd shor ;
‘. Tu thingk dhat dhe frendz ov hiz yuth muit wyp
O'r dhe gryn gras torf ov dhe soljor'z slyp.

Dhe bywgelz syst dheir weiling suwnd
Az dhe kofin woz loord intw dhe gruwnd ;
A voli woz fuird, a blesing sed,
Wun moment’s paz—and dhey left dhe ded |—

S TRTeTecswTorasdisvns !/

A'a Eo Yy Oa 0o UUlw Uwu

alms earn-urn  ye all  old woo  put

Amz orn  yy al  old wur  put
ui or uy ei or ey uw yur
bite, buy ale, they out use
buit, buy  eil, dhey uwt yuz

A font ov tuips must by ywzd in hwich inverted
letorz ar egzaktli on dhe seim luin az upruit.

Noricr.

1. The Publication Comuittee of the MeGill University
Song Book give notice that two wizes of the sum of ten dollars
and five dollars respectively will be given for the first and
second best new original McGill College songs, with or without

+  chorus,

2. All communications, with the nom-de-plume of the writer
attached, are to be sent in to the Secretary of this Committee,
not later than August 15th, 1884,

3. Communications are to be accompanied by a sealed en-
velope, bearing the nom-de-plume, and containing the name and
address of the writer.

4. This competition is open only to graduates and under-
graduates of McGill University.

5. The Judges will be members of the Competition Com-
mittee.

All students are specially requested to send in to the under-
signed any songs which they would like to see published.

C. W. Wirson (Med. '86),
Secretary.

The annual report of the Reading Room Cemmittee, for the
session just closed, shows, as these annual reports usually do,
a very prosperous condition of affairs. The surplus remaining
after the paying of a'l expenses is something over $30, about
double of that of last year.

The Committee of Athletic Sports have also a flourishing re-

rt to make. The surplus remaining in their hands is over

100, not including a small amount standing to the credit of
the Track Committee. The Sports Committee have, we under-
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Between the

PARENTAL MUSINGS,

There's my fourth son, young and ga:
Who has reached that thne of day "
In his life, when poets say
1s just the age
Where the brook and river meet,
The expression’s rather neat),
When to him the world effete
1s but a stage,

At ths:ga when one goes o'er
The good old days he's spent of yore ;
When he votes the sex a bore,
And somewhat mean,
Lovely woman's but a to;
To be bought with base n{loy —
Is he man or is he boy
At eighteen ?

He's in that open-hearted time

Of life, that draws no rigid line

Between what's strictly, mine and thine
In way of clothes.

And s0 his manly breast he covers

With neckties probably his brother's,

And when they're worn he'll seek for others
I suppose,

His elder brothers are pedantic ;
His little sisters too romantic,
S0 he throws in jest and antic,
Vild and strange,
To relieve the pompous bearing
Of his brothers, who are wearing
Out their lives to keep from swearing
At the change,

Tho’ he hates the very sight

Of the early morning light,

Yet he's out each blessed night
k1

Of the week ;
So I think I'll put a stopper
On these ramblings, so improper,
Or, I fear, he'll come a cropper,
So to speak.

But perhaps my better course is

To invent some forcing process,
Something like metempsychosis

For the lad,
By means of which he'll slumber through
From eighteen—say to twenty-two—
And thus he'll spare much trouble to
is anxious dad.

Sectures.

A BALLAD.
(A¥TER MR, SWINBURNE.)
I hid m{ hat in some Otto of Roses,
Out of the mum’s way, safe for a while,
"T'was blacker of hue than the old black crow is 3
In Otto of Roses I hid my tile,
‘Why did it smellso ? Why they smile ?
3 :Iheh(}tdl)llrlhlt hat bthe say it's absurd,
For the Otto of Roses, the 's guile,
Has been soured by 'thz mngx;?yl g:u)gretgl;lilr;.
“Smell not,” I cried, for the scent discloses
Wherever I am, sothat what I am at
Ts speedily known—though the governor dozes
And all might be well—but that cursed hat,
Like some spying sneak, with a worm at heart,
And red ripe lips, like a woman unheard
Sereams out (so_to speak) * there's a rummy start,
This hat is mixed up with a secret bird,”

I‘tzl)!»rwr tlu't hat mh goary old Muneln,
@'s one of my uncles, a sos) old file,
But I know what that Pntrhmnyl knowi )
And how it would turn up a* scent of the ** ile,”
And the Jewish remarks he wouid make all the while,
And how the hot blood in my heart would be stirred,
‘When he'd say with his happy avuncular smile,
* P'raps you'll shell me de song of your secret bird,"”

old nose is,

Envoi.
No—T'll stick to my roses and stick to my hat,
Though Philistines smile and say it's absurd ;
But a crutch and a tooth-pick are worse than dnt—
And I love the song of my secret bird.

Box Mor.—A learned

Puiuie Hay,

professor the other evening was ex-

3 tha dsensh e £ Sunat plaining to a com, any the theory of Psychophysics. A lady
Ny e R S e e B S L
autumn, and have also taken some steps for the holding of In- hete oh0 ™ rr sing in_arith otica mtlo‘. wlnl’e
tor-University Sports. 'We hope that in both of these projects | their physical stimuli n 10, 3

their efforts will be successful.

ag rati
‘it certainly does make one feel sick of physics.”



R

16 McGILL UNIVERSITY GAZETTE. [1884,

NEW

HOUSE-FURNISHING GOODS !

At S. CARSLEY'S
TAPESTRY CARPETS, all new designs, new colors,

At S, CARSLEY'S,
TaresTRY CARPETS, splendid value, superior qualities,

AtS. CARSLEY'S,

BRUSSELS CARPETS,

Our stock of these goods from the most renowned
manufacturers, At S. CARSLEY'S,

BRUSSELS CARPETS,

Private patterns, designs and colors adapted to the vari-

ous rooms of any residence, At S. CARSLEY'S,
BRUSSELS CARPETS.

Manufactured from the finest wools, guaranteed free from
jute, and of the highest standard of quality, and will be
found superior to those generally produced for colonial
trade. Call and see them At S, CARSLEY'S.

TOURNAY VELVET CARPETS.
Some nice specimens of these beautiful goods
At S. CARSLEY'S.
MOQUET CARPETS,

The handsomest Drawing-room Carpet ever produced at

the price. S. CARSLEY'S,
SAXONY STAIR CARPETS,

Cannot be equalled for wear and superiority of appear-

ance, to be had At 8. CARSLEY'S

S. CARSLEY'S,
1765, 1761, 1789, 1771, 1773, 175 and 1777 NOTRE. DAME ST,

DAY LIGHT DISCOUNTEID $

PHOTOGRAPHS by ELECTRIC LIGHT

PHOTOGRAPHS MADE EVERY EVENING AT

‘@! @ ?ﬂlefﬁd’ '}%?mt fgal/wg,

251 ST. JAMES STREET.

NEXT DOOR TO H. MORGAN & CO.
A LIBERAL DISCOUNT GIVEN TO STUDENTS.

OPEN EVENING FROM 7 TO 11.
FPLEASEH CALL AND SHE SEPRCIMBNSG.
P.S.—The In‘ud')" place in the Province where Pictures are taken by Electric

ight.

>0 ASHIFORID’S %<

Rw Jook and Stationery &hﬂp

(ONE DOOR WEST OF HIS OLD STAND)
Medical Books,

Students’ Note Books,
Dissecting Cases and Scalpels,
(BY WEISS & SON,)

CHEAFP FOR CASEX.

Books procured to order fiom England and the United States,

678 AND 680 DORCHESTER ST.
MONTREAL,

UNIVERSITY OF

BISHOP'S+COLLEGE

MONTREAL,— -

FACULTY OF MEDICINE

SESSION OF 1884-85.

HE FourTerNTH WINTER SESSION of this Faculty will open

on the first Tuesday in October, 1884, The Faculty of
Medicine of Bishop's College bases its claim for public
support upon the thoroughly practical character of its in-
struction, and the fact that the means at its disposal for this
purpose are not excelled by any medical school in Canada,
Its Diploma is recognized by the Royal College of Physicians,
Edinburgh ; the Royal College of Surgeons, England ; and the Royal
College of Physicians, London. Students have the option of attending
the practice of either the Montreal General Hospital (200 beds), or of the
Hotel Dieu H spital (200 beds), wth of which institutions have a staff
who regularly and systematically visit them. At the Montreal General
Huspital excellent facilities are afforded for the study of Practical Pathology,
under the direction of the Pathologist of the Hospital, The practice of the
Montreal Dispensary—where spendid opportunity is afforded to learn Dis-
pensing—is open to the Students of Bishop's College.

THE WoMAN'S DEPARTMENT OF THE WESTERN Hospirar, under the
supervision of this Faculty, is divided into two departments—Obstetrical
and Gy logical. The Ob ical Dep is under the control of
the Professor of Midwifery, and affords to Students a field unequalled in
the Dominion—in fact this Department has made Bishop's College the
Midwifery School of Canada. The Gynecological Department is attended
by the Professors of Bishop's College, and is the only Hospital of its kind in
the Dominion. Opportunity is here afforded to see most of the operations
in this important Department of Surgery,

Two Gorb MEDALS (** The Wood” and the Robert Nelson” Gold
Medals) and the ** Dr. David” Scholarsk ip are d for

FERs, about the same as at the other Medical Schools in Canada, but a
Student who pays the cost of the entire course on the commencement of his
studies is able to effect considerable reduction,

FACULTY :

F. W. CAMPBELL, M.A., M.D., L R.C.P, Lond., Dean, Professor of Principles and
Practice of Medicine, consulting Physiclan Moutreal Dispensary, Physieian to
Wostern Hospital.

J. BAKER EDWARDS, Ph. D,, D.C.L., Emeritus Professor of Practical Chemlatry,

K. A. KENNEDY, M.A., M.D., C.M., Profewor of Obstetrics and Diseases of Children,
Consulting Physician Montreal Physiclan to and of the
Obstetrieal Departmeat of the Western Hospital.

J. PERRIGO, AM,, M.D.. (.M., M.R.C.8. Eng., Professor of Surgery, Physician to and
Medical Socrotary Western Hospital,

J. B McCONNELL, M.A., M.D., C.M., Professor of Materla Modica, Physiclan Western
Hospital and Montreal Dispensary.

CASEY A, WOOD, C.M., M.D., Professor of Pathology, Physiclan Western Hospital.

GEORGE E. ARMSTRONG, M.D., Protessor of Physiology, Physician Western Hospital,

JAMES C. CAMERON, M, D., C.M., M.R.C.P L, Reglstrar, Protessor of Medical Juris-
pradence, Physician to Montroal General Hospital and Western Hospital,

THOMAS SIMPSON, M.D., Professor Hyglene, Physician to Montresl General Hospl-
tal, Cousulting Physician Western Hospital.

E I TRENHOLME, M.D., C.M., B.C.L, Professor of Gynweology, Consnlting Thy-

" Montreal Dispensary, Physician Western Hospital,

WM. YOUNG, GM., M.D., Protessor of Ohemistry,

J: LESLIE FOLRY, CM., M.D., L R.C.P. Lond., Professor of Anatomy, Physiclan
Montreal Dispensary.

H. L. REDDY, B.A,, M., L.R.C.S K, LRGP, L, Professor of Therapeutics.

A. LAPTHORN SMITH, B.A,, M.D, M.R.C.S. Eng, Professor of Botany, Physiclan
Montreal Dispensary,

LECTURERS IN SPECIAL DEPARTMENTS.
JOSEPH BEMROSE, F.G.8.. Lecturer on Practioal Chemistry,
ALEXANDER PROUDFOOT, M.D., G.M., Lecturer on Disease of the Eye, Ear and

Throat, Oculist to Montreal Dispensary and Western Hospital.
D. D. GAHERTY, C.M., M.D,, Dom tor of Anatomy,

ANTHONY KERRY, C. M., M.D,, Curator of Museum.
For Circulars giving every requisite information apply to the Dean
to

JAMES C. CAMERON, M.D,, O.M., M.R.O.P.L.,

MonTrEAL, Deoﬁor, 1883,
o>

or

Registrary Montreal.
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L. ROBINSON,

LATE OF

LONDON, ENGLAND,

Fashionable Tailor

31 BEAVER HALL.

Hinics

PHOTOGR APHER

141—ST. PETER STREET—141

! AllL the latest improvements adopted, including
the INSTANTANEOUS PROCESS, §e., &e.
COMPOSITION GROUPS executed with intelli-
dent regard to established rules of art.
& Cabinet Photographs of HERBERT SPENCER,
taken on his recent visit to this city, for sale. Prua

cents.
89 —o+¢ TELEPHONE COMMUNICATION $eaer

HENRY GRANT & SON,

26 Bearer Hall Terrace,
SPEOTACLE J ¥ mieue or Stilrl' fje Shades,
INDIOATOR. ok Jﬂy‘l‘: 2= um:;. w
Gﬁf]"“s Wp’[‘oé‘;}CIANS’
sriﬁkg EWN T YV e
HEADQUARTERS
Sehol and Collge Tt Buoks
+# DRYSDALE'’S 3+

2382 8t. James Street.

Medical Works, Books used in Art Course,

Science Text Books,
The various Theological Text Books.

Full assortment In stock and suooled af Rock Botlom Prices,

STUDENTS' NOTE BOOKS,

SCRIBBLING BOOKS, §c., §e.,
BEST VALUE IN TOWN.

WWMJWMMW
Supplies a Specialty.

W. DRYSDALE & CO.
282 P45 James Street,
—AL80 —

Brs H STORE: 1423 ST. CAm '
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p H. SANDERS,
# OPTICIAN,
180 St. James Street,

Importer and Manufecturer

oF

MICROSCOPES,
SURVEYING,

MATHEMATIGAL

AND
SCIENTIFIC INSTRUMENTS.

W1, NOTMAN & SO,

PHOTOGRAPHERS 1 th QUERY

17 and 19 BLEURY STREET,

MONTREAL,

#WILLIAM SAMUEL:

8687 Notre Dame Street,

= IMPORTER OF —

Sl AT S

F'rom the Hemst English Malkeors,
=~ AND —

MANUFACTURE Efj_FIN E FURS.

Highest Award for FINE FURS, Dominion Exhibition, 1880,
Fourteen First Prises and Gold Modal, Provincial Exhibition, 1881,

367 Notre Dame Street, Montreal.

SUMMERHAYES & WALFORD

No. 1 BLEURY STREET,
}Aom'nuu..

Z- CANADA,
»

>k PHOTOGRAPHERS <

R P <
Givculating Library

Bookseller and Stationer.

English and American Periodicals

dAnd Illustrated Works.
11 Xinds of Stationery.

Cards Engraved—Orders for England, for Town and Country, or the
United States, promptly attended to. Postage Stamps.

RICHELIED ROWER

J. B. DUROCHER, Propriztor.

JACQUES CARTIER SOUARE, opp, COURT HOUSE and CITY HALL

MONTRBA X..

——————

The above Hotsl is the best in the city for MoGill College Dinners.

“*GEO. BROWN & SONSo+

Merchaut + Tailors,

SHIRT & COLLAR MANUFACTURERS

21 BLEURY STREET,

NEXT DOOR' TO NOTMAN'S,

A SBPECIAL DISCOUNT TO STUDENTS.

DAWSON BROTHERS.

BOOKSELLERS AND STATIONERS,

HAVE REMOVED To

NO. 288 ST. JAMES STREET.
BIGN OF THE GOLDEN OWL.

ALL TEXT BOOKS
1 vse

IN THE COLLEGES

ALL KINDS
or
NOTE BOOKS
Axp

COLLEGE
" REQUISITES.
8IGN OF THE GOLDEN OWL.

?‘O. 288 .iﬂ'Auﬂ- STREET,
£, o

or

VICTORIA SQUARE.

 DAWSON BROTHERS,

A Special Rates for Students. Sy

BOOKSELLERS AND STATIONERS




