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ORIGIN.

THE CANADIAN CLUB of Toronto was founded in

November, 1897.

HONORARY MEMBERS.

The following gentlemen have been elected to

honorary membership

:

WILLIAM OCILVIE, Explorer. Ottawa.

SIR GILBERT PARKER, K.C.M.G., M.P.
Litterateur. Loixlon, Eng.

W. SANFORD EVANS. Winnipeg. Man.



i"' CONSTITUTION.

1. The Club shall be called the Canadian

Club of Toronto.

2. It is the purpose of the t b to foster

patriotism by encouraging t,Ue study of the

institutions, history, ari,«). literature and re-

sources of Ca. 'i-i, and b> endeavoring to

unite Canadians lu such work for the welfare

and progress of the Dominion as may be de-

sirable and expedient.

3. (a) There shall be two classes of members

—active and honorary.

(6) Any man at least eighteen years of age,

who is a British subject by birth or naturali-

zation, and who is in sympathy with the objects

of the Club, shall be elip ble for membership.

(c) Honorary membership may be conferred

on 8' persona as in the opinion of the Club

may be entitled to such distinction

.

4. Applications for membership must be

made in writing through two members of the

Club in good standing, and the names must

be announced at two meetings of the Club and

voted upon at next execu*"'ve meeting. Two
black balls shall exclude.

5. (a) Honorary members shall be exempt
from the payment of fees, but shall neither

vote nor hold office.

6
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(6) Active members shall pay in advance

an annual fee of Two Dollars.

(c) No one shall be a member in good stand-

ing until he shall have paid his annual fee,

such fee being due and payable in October of

each year.

{d) Only members in good standing shall

be eligible for office or have the right to vote

at any meeting of the Club.

{e) All members whose fees are two months

in arrears shall be so notified by the treasurer,

and if the same are not paid within 30 days

thereafter, their names shall be struck from

the roll.

6. (a) The officers of the Club shall consist

of a President, 1st Vice-President, 2nd Vice-

President, Secretary, Literary Correspondent,

Treasurer, and several others holding no

specific office. These officers, together with

the last retiring President, shall constitute

the Executive Committee.

(6) The officers shall be elected at the

annual meeting of the Club, which shall be

held on the last Monday in April, and shall

hold office until the next annual meeting, or

until their successors are elected.

(c) Nominations shall be made by a nomi-

nating committee appointed at a special

meeting to be held at least one week previous

to the annual meeting. Their report shall be

received at the annual meeting and either

adopted in its entirety or after amendment,
on motion and ballot.

6
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(d) In case of demission of o£Sce, whether
by death, resignation or otherwise, the vacancy
thereby caused shall be filled by the Executive
Committee. The person so elected shall hold
office until the next annual meeting.

7. (a) Subject to special action by the Club,
the conduct of its affairs shall be vested in the
Executive Committee.

(6) The Executive Committee shall meet at
the call of the President and five members
shall constitute a quorum.

(c) Where the President is unable or refuses
to call a meeting, three members of the Ex-
ecutive may do so by giving the others at least

24 hours notice in writing.

8. The duties of the officers shall be as
follows :

(a) The President, when present, shall pre-
side at all meetings and shall inform the Club
of the proceedings of the Executive Committee
since the last report, receive and read motions
and cause the sense of the meeting to be taken
on them, preserve order and direct the pro-
ceedings of the meeting in regular course.
There shall be no appeal from the ruling of
the Chair unless requested by at least five

members and carried by a two-thirds vote.

(6) In the absence of the President, the
senior Vice-President present shall preside
and perform the duties of the President and
have his privileges.



(c) In the absence of the President and

Vice-Presidents, a chairman for the meeting

shall be chosen by the open vote of those

present.

(d) The Literary Correspondent shall have

charge of all correspondence of a literary char-

acter, and shall edit any literary matter issued

by the Club, and in a general way prom jte

and guard the interests of the Club in the

daily and periodical press.

(c) The Treasurer shall collect and receive

all moneys due the Club, issue receipts there-

for, and pay all authorized accounts.

(/) The Secretary shall take minutes at all

meetings of the Club as veil as those of the

Executive Committee. He shall issue notices

of meetings and perform those duties usually

appertaining to the office.

9. (a) The ordinary meetings of the Club

shall be held on each Monday from 1 to 2 p.m.

,

except during the months of May, June, July,

August and Sept. Special meetings may be

held at any time or place on the call of the

President or of the Executive Committee.

(b) No notice of ordinary meetings shall be

necessary, but notice in writing of all annual

and special meetings shall be sent to each

member of the Club.

(c) Fifty members in good standing present

at any meeting of the Club shall constitute a

quorum.

5>a-si--"P



10. Two auditors shall be elected by open
vote at the meeting provided for in clause 6 (),

and shall embody their report in the Treasur-
er's annual statement.

11. This Constitution may be amended at

the annual meeting, or at a special meeting
called for that purpose, by a two-thirds vote
of the members present, after one week's notice

of such amendment.

9

M'v^^^f





w

THE CANADIAN CLUB.

ITS ORIGIN, ITS AIMS. AND ITS GRO^ATTH.

The Canadian Club, of Toronto, was formed
in the fall of 1897, to provide for the young
men of the city an opportunity to discuss

public questions on a non-partisan basis. It

has since developed along broader lines than
those laid down by its founders ; there are

fewer discussions among the members, and
more attention is jviven to providing discus-

sion by experts and publicists.

The Canadian Club movement dates back
to December, 1892, when independent at-

tempts were made to establish national clubs

in Montreal, Toronto and Hamilton. The
first two organizations were not long lived,

although "The Canadian National L^eague,"

of Montreal, did exercise an inOuenv for a
time. The Canadian Club of Hamilton, of

which Mr. C. R. McCullough was the leading

spirit, was more successful, and was the lead-

ing national organization in Ontario for some
ye*»rs. The objects of that Club were "the
ei. juragement of the study of the history,

literature, art, music and national resources

of Canada, the recognition of native worth

11
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and talent, and the fostering of a patriotic

Canadian sentiment." It was intended to be
a "debating or mutual improvement society,

with social features founded on the basis of

unpartisan patriotic public spirit." The
Hamilton Club did an excellent work, and its

influence flowed far beyond the confines of

that city. It still pursues a most useful career.

When Mr. Sanford Evans, one of the

founders of the Hamilton Club came to

John A. Cooper.

Toronto, he advocated the founding of a

similar club here. He called a meeting at

the Rossin House, but found opinion divided.

National sentiment was not strong. Un-
daunted, he planned a dinner, at which the

whole matter would be discussed. Even there

he found croakers. Nevertheless, Mr. Evans

12
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persisted, and a committee drew up a con-

stitution and a list of officers, which were

presented at another gathering held in the

upper story of Mason-Risch's warerooms, on

King Street. That night some twenty-three

members signed thm roll, and deposit* d their

fee with the treasurer, the first two names

being those of John A. Cooperand W. Sanford

Evans. The former was selected as President

and the latter as First Vice-President.

The work began in earnest. The idea was to

have monthly meetings and the weekly

luncheon was not thought of. At first the club

dragged seriously, lo cultivate enthusiasm

the president suggested dining together once

a week to talk over club matters and get

acquainted. This was in February. These

luncheons, however, were not constitutional

at first and monthly meetings were held. A
series of public meetings was also inaugurated.

A banquet was also held on January 26th, 1893,

with Sir Oliver Mowat, Mr. William Ogilvie

(who had just returned from the Yukon with

the report of his discoveries), Mr. A. E.

Kemp, Mr. J. W. Flavelle, Mr. (now Judge)

Neil McCrimmon and Mr. Evans as the chief

speakers. On March 3rd, another public

meeting was held in St. George's Hall at which

four of the members, Mr. Bain, Mr. Colquhoun,

Professor Wilmott and others read papers. On
March 26th, Mr. Sanford Evans and Professor

Shortt addressed another public gather-

13
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inp. On June Ist, Sir Gilbert Parker was
baiiquetted and the first year of the Club
clot«d on November Ist with, according to the
treasurer's report, a balance of 87 cents out
of a total of $51 fees received.

In the second year of the Club the member-
ship grew steadily, with Mr. Sanford Evans as
President, and Mr. A. E. Huestis as Secretary.
It wap enthusiasm and earnestness that were

Sanford Evans.

desired, not numbers. The officers decided
that the Club should be allowed to grow slowly
so that all the members would be thoroughly
acquainted with each other. The weekly
luncheon grew more and more important, and
by January, 1899, it had become the regular
meeting day. Thus the present main feature
of the Club was a natural growth. At first

14
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there was no particular guest. Conversation

was encouraged and occasionally some person

made a short speech. Then the members
were encouraged to bring any out-of-town

guests who might happen to be available.

Occasionally a guest was asked to say some-

thing. Then the guest was sought because he
could say something. Finally it became the

custom to have a speaker for each luncheon.

Geo. Wilkie.

During 1899-1900 Mr. George Wilkie was
President, and Mr. George A. Kingston, Secre-

tary. From an average attendance of 25 the

number at the weekly luncheons grew to 45,

and the membership expanded from 140 to

over 190. This was the year of the beginning
of the Boer War, and a mass meeting of

15



citizens was held in Massey Hall, at which

Mr. Wilkie presided, and at which Dr. Parkin,

the Hon. Mr. Fitzpatrick, Mr. Sanford Evans,

and Mr. E. B. Osier, M.P., spoke. Later a

patriotic concert was held, the proceeds of

which went to the National Fund then being

raised for the benefit of our soldiers in South

Africa. Mr. Kipling cabled a poem to be read

at this gathering.

W. E. RUNDLE.

In 1900-1901 Mr. W. E. Rundle presided

over the Club, Mr. W. R. P. Parker acting as

Secretary. During the regime of Mr. Rundle

the membership grew to 270 and the average

attendance to 83. Among the prominent

men who addressed the Club were Prin )al

Grant, of Queen'c University, Sir John G.

16
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Bourinot, Rev. Herbert S. Bigelow, of

Cincinnati, Hon. Geo. W. Ross, Mr. Duncan
Campbell Scott, Hon. Tom L. Johnson, of

Cleveland, Hon. F. E. Alfred Evanturel, Dr.

Benjamin Russell, M.P., Hon. Howard G.

Crosby, New York City, and Professor Gold-

win Smith. The questions discussed at the

luncheons were chiefly those pertaining to

S. Casey Wood, u.

municipal and government ownership and

operation of public franchises, Canada's

relation to the Empire, The Confederation of

Newfoundland, Technical Education, and

French Canada.

During 1901-1902 Mr. S. Casey Wood
directed the afifairs of the Club, Mr. Huestis

ugain being Secretary. In the first two

17



onths the attendance averaged abont 80;
but in the last two months of hie presi-

dency this had grown to 1 10. The member-
ship expanded from 270 to 450. The chief

events of the year were an "At Home " in the

gallery of the Ontario Society of Artists, at

which 300 people attended to see and encour-

age Canadian art, and a banquet to Sir Gilbert

D. Bruce Macdonald.

Parker, at which 220 persons were present.

Among the speakers of that season were the

late Rev. Dr. Robertson, Prof. Goldwin Smith,
Dr. Drummond, Hon. R. L. Borden, Prof.

Clark, Ml. B. E. Walker, and Auditor-General

McDougall.

During 1902-1903 Mr. D. Bruce Macdonald
was the President, and Mr. A. £. Huestis

18
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Secretary for the third time. The mem-
bership grew from 450 to 800, with a wait-

ing list of 150. Every young man in

Toronto wanted to be a member. The
average attendance grew from IIO to 188,

and the highest recorded number at any

one luncheon was 345. Among ths speakers

in this year were : Prof. J. W. Robertson,

Booker T. Washington, Hon. J. W. Lonf,- y,

Prof. Goldwin Smith, Prof. Charles G. D.

Roberts, the Rev. Charles Gordon (Ralph

Connor), Ben. Greet, and Judge Hodgins.

The banquet to Mr. A. B. Aylesvorth, which

was attended by 350 persons, was the final

success of a successful year.

19



W. R. P. Parkbr,

President 1903-04.
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LIST OF MEMBERSHIP.

kcton, James.
[Anderson, Wallace.
Atkinson, J. E.
Addison, W. L. T.
Anderson, W. H. P.
Allan, Thomas.
Agar. Chas. J.

Armstrong, Harper.

iAylesworth, Allan K.

Anthes, L. L.
Archibald, Ma,]. Wm.

, Abbott, Dr. E. V.
Archibald, W. Y.
"Atkinson, C. J.

i
Adams. Dr. J. Frank.
Allen, W. R.
Alexander, W. W.

' Anderson, Frank G.
Allan, James D.

;
Amy, Dr. W. B. T.
Agnew, John.

I Arnoldi, Frank.
( Auger, Percy H.
Abbs, K. J.

' Alexander. Dr. \V. H.

Bickford, E. H.
Baird, W. A.
Beaumont, R. B.
Bull, Fred.
Bowerman, L. H.
BaiUie, F. W.
Blakeley, Arthur.
Burke, Ldnmnd.
Brown, H. Newton.
Brown, F. E.
Beatty, E. P.
Bain, Dr. J., Jun.
Brown, C. A. B.
Barrett, W. W.
Butt, R. H.
Bone, J. R.
Baker, J. Charles.
Bilger, Wm. F.

Begg, G. Walter.
Biggar, O. M.

Boultbee, W. M.
Bailey, T. D.
BaiUie, J. W.
Buley, A. M.
Brigden, Geo. E.
Brou^hton, Albert J.

Bonnick, Charles.
Brown. E. Percy.
Bull, W. P.
Bryan, Claude G.

P. Barton, T. H.
Baxter, D. W.
Burns, Alex. X.
Bilton, Thomas.
Blackman, Albert E. J,

Beddow, Frank S.
Barrick, Dr. E. J.
Bradshaw, Thomas.
Brown, W.J.
Beemer, A. A.
Bailey, Jos. D.
Brignell, J. J.

Blaikie, George W.
Bolton, Norman E.
Bond, Rev. Geo. J.

Burns, Ralph A.
Broughall, Rev. .1. S.

Blain, Archibold Y.
Beatty, A. A.
Brent, Stanley.
Brown, Richard.
Bastedo, Norman H.
Bryans, Dr. W. F.
Brecken, D.D., Rev.
Ralph.

Barry, H. H.
Berkinshaw, Robt. J.

Brush. S. B.
Blachford, Charles E.
Blachford, Howard C.
Batting, Harold.
Blachford. Frank E.
Breckenridge, E. A.

Clark, Jos. T.
Cringan, A. T.
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Church, S. T.
Campbell, E, T.
Crossin, A. L.
Cumberland, B.
Cooper, John A.
Caswell, E. S.
Campbell, Wm.
Carnahan, W, J. A.
Campbell, G. C.
Clark, Dr. Harold.
Cox, H. C.
Copp, Wm,
Culverhouse, E.
Cody. Rev. H. J.
Chapman, Wm. F.
Crocker, J. H.
Cuthbertfion, Dr. C. R.
Chandler. W. H.
Curry, Aid. S. G.
Clemea, Walter H.
Cleaver, Rev. Dr.
Cubitt. \V. C.
C'ockburn, Wm. M.
C'lark, Herbert A.
Corrigan, F. S.
Clark, Dr. C. Day.
Cuff, Albert E.
Cox, Fred. G.
Carrick, John.
Cromarty, R. R.
Clarke, R. J.
Carder, M. D.
Crews, Rev. A. C.
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Clarke, FYed. G.
Christie, Robert J.

Dilworth, R. J.
Douglass, W. A.
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Davis, B. N.
Dunstan, K. J.
Donald, R. A.
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Duncan, E. J. B.
Denison, Shirley.
Davis, Wm. J.
Dales, Ivan M.
Douglas, W. M.
Dickson, John G.
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Donogh, Ormsby J.
Drui mond, Andrew T.
DuVernet, E. E. A.
Dunstan, George.
Dransfleld, E. R.
Dods, Andrew.
Duncan, Rev. J. M.
Dunn, Arthur W.
Doherty, W. K.
Durand, Njipier N.
Donovan. H. B.
Davidson, N. F.
Day, E. W.
Douglas, S. J.
Daniel, F. C.
Dewart, Edward R.
Davies, Robert H.
Deacon, F. H.
Dent, Charles Reade.
Douglas, J. C.
iiurnford, F. G. D.

Embreo, L. E.
Ellis, P. W.
Elliott, W. H
Ellis, J. F.
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Edwards, H. O.
Eaton, Dr. Horace E.
Embree, Melville H.
Eyre. John.

Fisher, A. B.
Foster, Fred. K.
Forster, J. W. L.
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