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cOPIES
OF ALL

CORRESPONDENCE between Her lajesty's Governinent in CANADA, or

any Member thereof, and the Secretary of State for the Colo-
nies, on the Subject of the CLERGY RESERVES.

Despatches from Governor the Right Honourable the CAN^D^·

Earl of Elgin & Kincardine.

(No. 589.) No. 1.

CoPY of a DESPATCH from Governor the Right Honourable the Earl of No,1.
ELGIN to Sir Join S. PAKINGTON, Bart.

Governnent House, Quebec, June 19, 1852.
(Received July .5, 1852.)

SIn, (Ansvered, July 15, 1852, No. 43, page 13.)

I RAVE the honour to report, in reply to your Despatch No.!27*, of the Qlst *Page 1S.
of May, that I have causeti official communications to be addressed to the Bishops
of Quebec and Montreal, informing them respectively that the Petition to Her
Maiesty from the Bishops of Quebec, Montreal, and Toronto, and that from the
Bishops, Clergy, and Congregations of the Diocese of Montreal, in reference to
the Clergy Reserves, have been very graciously received by Her Majesty, and
that it is not the intention of Her Majesty's Advisers to propose any measure to
Parliament on the subject, during the present session.

2. With reference to the last paragraph of the despatch above-mentioned
I beg to state that I have read your despatch No. 12, of the 22d of April † to the t Page 12.
Bishop of Quebec, as I appreherid that it was not probably your intention that
I should place copies of' this document, which is in the nature of a reply to
an Acddress of the Legislative Assembly, in the hands of third parties, before the
meeting of the Legislature.

I have, &c.
(Signed) ELGIN AND KINCARDINE.

(No. 65.) No. 2.
CoPY of a DESPATCH from Governor the Right Honourable the Earl of No. 2.

ELGIN to Sir JoHN S. PAKINGroN, Bart.

Government House, Quebec, July 91, 1852.
(Received August 17, 1852.)

SIRa, (Answered, August 25, 1852, No. 58, page 13.)
I HAVE the honour to enclose herewith two Addresses to 1er Majesty the

Queen, from the Synod of the Presbyterian Clhurch of Canada, in connexion
with the Church of Scotland, in order that they nay be laid at the foot of the
Throne.

I have, &c.
(Signed) ELGIN AND KINCARDINE.
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FURTHER PAPERS RELATIVE TO THE

cANADA. Enclosure 1 in No. 2.

Encl. 1 in No. Unto the QuE:N's Most Excellent MAnsn.

Most gracious Sovereign,
Wr, Your Majesty's most loyal and dutilul subjects, the Ministers and EIders of the

Piesbyterian Clitreh of Canada, ii connexion with the Church of Scotlaid, in Synod
assem>led, gladly eibrace tliis opportuniiity of' rnewing the expressioii of' oar devoted and
undimiiîinished attaclimient to Your Majesty's Royal Peiroin :md Goveinment.

We rejoice to sav, tait in the inportant proviiice of' the Britishi emnpiru in which our lot
is cast, tIe inestimable bl(ssings f iace and prospeirity aire illy ciijoycd, so that, uider
the benign protection of Your Majesty, we are ini possession oi the most perfect liberty ii
the due exercise of all our eclesiastieal fuiictiois. Andi we earnestly truLîst Ihat those im-
poriit civil and religions privileges we eijoy, sliall ever lie mintaiiied niiimpaired.

We sincerely trust that Great Britain is destined to occupy a yet more illustrious place
tiai heretolfre in the annais of, nations, .and take the lead iii the greit woi of advanciing;
tIhe welflIre and iappiness of mraiikind, antid af (lifisiiig over the world the blessings of
knîowiedge and religion.

That Almighty God, the Kiing cf' kings, and lluler of nations, inav lng preserve YoLur
Majesty's life, a life so dear te Your subjects in every quarter of the world, and abundntly
enrich Your Majesty, Your Royal Consort. the Prince Albert, lis Royal 1-iglincss the Ileir
Apparent to the British Throne, and all tie Members of Your Royal flouse, wvith every
blessing, temporal and spiritual, is our sincere and coistait prayer.

Signed at Williamstown, this 12ti day of' July 1852 years. Ii name, in prescnce, and
by appointnent of the Synod of the Presbyteriia Chureb of Canada, in connexioni
vith the Churcli of Scotland, by

JoHN M'MÂunE,
Moderator oi' Synod.

Encl.2 iin No.2. Enclosure 2 in No. 2.

Unuto the QuEIN's Most Excellent MAJrSTY.

Most Gracious Sovereign,
VE, Your Maijesty'sdutifiul and loyal subt'jects, the Synod oftie P'csbyterian Charch of

Canida, in connexion w'iti the Church of Scotland, beg leave te approach Your Miijesty to
express the views of' the Chur'cl te whicl we belong, in reference te a matter of the utmost
imporance to very n1ny of Yoi Majesty's subjects in this Province, the proper support to
be alForded fbr ieligious instimuction.

W then Ui province ol' Canada, by an Act of the Imperial Parliament, vas divided into
Upper and Lower Canada in 1791, a recommendation was made by Your Majesty's plous
gindlaticr, tlhat a provision in lands should be made witlin ecc chf the new Provinces for
the support of a Protestant cleirgy. In the enactment referred to, oin-seventh of the lands
then belonging ta the Crowiii intliese Provinces, was requircd ta bc set apart for religious
puiposes, and wlen the ewe' o'ganizel idc i nev charter, that provision
of the Iniperial Stutne was carried into effect. These lands, lor nany ycars, iii the nfant
state of the Province, were wholly unproductive, and the support of the Churichl of Englnd
devolved upon the Gover-nment, or societies in Enlglanîud establislied for the purpose of pro-
p:igating the Goqpel in Foreign Parts. While the Province was chiely a wilderness, ind
te Presbyteriai population confimed priincipally to onle section, f'ew clergymen lo the
Cliucli of Scotland w'ere required, and few wcre induccd to leave tleir homes and con-
iexiois to labour in] so uniivitinig a field. 3y tle rapid aIdvance in population and improve-
ments, tie deiand l'or suclh labourers lias greatly incra-sed, and now the lands set apart for
religions puirposes have becone i' suclih value, as to hold out some assurance that the objects
cf a piotus Sovereigii niay be acconplished. The righit or the Sovercign of the United
Kincgdoin and the Imperial 'arliaient to appropriate a portion of the lands of the Crown
Io religious puirposes vill scarcely be questioned, and to the exercise of tIat right ve have
always beenî unable to diseover any reasonable objection. We humibly beg leave to submit
to Y'our Mjestv, that a portion of ti people of Canada cannot legitiiîately daim, even if
tley were disposcd to do se, tlat lansc appropriated by the Britisl nation, because vithin
the Priovince of Canada, necessarily belong ta the people of Canada, and are fiable to be
whoa011% cliverted fron the grcat and 'pious objects for which they were intenided.

We regret exceedingly tliat efforts arc being made, by soie of the denominations of
Clhristians in these Provinces, te obtain the sanction of Your Majesty, and. of the Imperial
Parlimîent, te a measuire tor the vithidraw:dl f1ron religion of ail support derived from these
lands, and the application of* these ftinds ta secular pur'poses; but ve trust and believe,
tait Yoiur Majesty's Go-verinment are too stronaly impressed with flic sacred obligation
whiclh aIl must feel, of providing efficient ncans for the religious and moral instruction of
the comniunity, to admit of sucli effibrts being successful. To many congregations and
people in the remote settlements, the regular worship of God, conuclcted by ministers of their
Church, must be iii a great measure decîuied, should tIe support referred te be withdrawn.
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We therefore pray that Your Majesty, in the exercise of the Royal prerogative, May not be CANADA.
induced to depart, in this province, fron a principle whiclh cannot bc abandoned in the -

United Kingdon without: shaking to tihcir very foundation the glorious institutions which
have exalted it as a Christian nation.

We pray ta God that Your Majesty may long reign over a free, a loyal, and a religious
people.

Signed t Williamstown, this Twve'lflth day of July One thousand eight hundred
and fifty-two, in name, in prescnce, and by appointment of tie Synod of the P1res-
byterian Church of Canada in connexion witli the Churcli of Scotland, by

Joîu IMAUnEy,
Moderator of Synod.

No. 8. No. 3.
(No. 85.)

Copy of a DESPATCH from Governor the Right Honourable the Eart of
ELGIN to Sir JoHN S. PAKINGTON, Bart.

Governient House, Quebec, Septernber e22, 1852.
(Received, October 12, 1852.)

Sin, (Answered, January 13, 1853, No. 2, page 14.)
I HAVE the honour to transmit herewith, With a vieW to its being laid at

the foot of the Thone, the humble Acldress* to the Queen of Her Majesty's
dutiful and loyal subjects, the Commons of Canada in Provincial Parliament
assembled, on the subject of the Clergy Reserves.

I have, &c.
(Signed) ELGIN AND KINCARDINE.

Enclosure in No. 3. Encl. in No. s.
To J-e QuEÉt's Most Excellent MAJESTY.

Most Gracious Sovereign,
WE Your Majesty's dutifal ancd loyal subjccts, the Connions of Canada in Provincial

Parliament assembled. bcg leave most huinbly and respectfully to assure Your Majesty that
we deeply regret to learn from the lespatch of the Right honourable Sir John Pakington,
Your Majesty's Principal Secretary of State for- the Colonies, that Your Majesty's Imperial
Ministers are not prepared to introduce a Bill to repeal the lniperial Act 3 & 4, Vict. c. 78,
intituled, " An Act to provide for the sale of the Clergy Reserves iii the Province of Canada,
and for the distribution of the Proceeds thîereof."

We entreat Your Majesty to believe, that whatever diffcrence of opinion mnay exist among
the people of Canada as to the best mode of disposing of the revenues derived from the lands
known as Clergy Reserves, the great mass of the people wilil ever niaintain the principle
recogni;ied by the Right honourable the Earl Grey. then Your Majesty's Principal Secre-
tary of State for the Colonies, in his clespatch of 27th January 1851, to the Right honour-
able the Earl of Elgin and Kincardine, tlat the question whether the existing arrangement
" is to be maintained or altered, is one so exclusively affecting the people of Canada, that
its decision ought not to be withdrawn from the Provincial Legislature, to which it properly
belongs to regulate all matters concerning the domestic interests of the province."

We beg leave further most humbly to represent, that while the people of Canada arc
devotedly attached to Your Majesty's Peison and Governiment, and most anxious to maintain
inviolate the connexion which binds them to the great empire over which Your Majesty
rules, yet we are bound by a high sense of duty ta inform Your Majesty that the refusal on
the part of the Imperial Parliament to comply with the just demand of the representatives
of the Canadian people on a matter exclusively affecting thcir own interests, will be viewed
as a violation of their constitutional rights, and will lead to deep and wide-spread dissatis.
faction anong Yotir Majesty's Canadian subjects.

We arc well aware that attcnpts have been maide to induce Your Majesty's Imperial
Ministers to believe that the present representatives of the people of Canada entertain
opinions on the subject of the repeal of the Clergy Reserves Act, different from those
expressed by the late Parliament.

But we confidently hope that when Your Majesty's Ministers shall be convinced that the
opinions of the people of Canada, and of their representatives, on this subject are unaltered
and unalterable, they will consent to give effect to the promise made by their predecessors;
and we are confirmed in this hope by the suggestion in the despatch of the Right honourable
Sir John Pakington, that Your Majesty's Ministers are prepaired ta recommend amendments
ta the Imperial Clergy Reserve Act, with a view to satisfy the wishes of the Canadian people.

Extraets from the Votes and Proceedings of the Assembly with reference to this Address will
be found in the -Appendix to the-present Paper. See page 23.
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CANADA. We can scarcely doubt that, the principle of amending the present Act being admitted,
Your Majestv's Ministers will yield ta tIe strong feeling which pervades the Canadian
people, that any new legislative enactments regarding the Clergy Reserves should be frained
by their own reprcsentatives. instead of by the Inperial Parliaient, which being necessarily
unacqwidnted with the state of public opinion in Canada, cannot be expected ta concur in a
mensure tiat will give permniient szatiNf-iction ta its inhîabitants.

And we desire to assure Your Majesty, thatin tlîus giving expression to the public opinion of
the country, we are actuated by the strongest feelings of loyalty toYourMajesty, and by a sincere
desire to prevent those lamentable consequences which must bc the result of a difference
of opinion between tIe Imperial and Provincial Parliaments on a question on which very
strong feelings arc known ta prevail among the people of this province.

(Signe) JOUN SANDFIELD MACDONALD, Speaker.

Legislative Assenbly Hall, Quebec,
September 17, 1852.

No, i. No. 4.

(No. 92.)
Cory of a DESPATCH from Governor the Right Honourable the Earl ELGIN

to Sir JOHN S. PAKINGToN, Bart.

Government House, Quebec, Septeinber 25, 1852.
(Reccived October 12, 1852.)

Sin, (Answered January 15, 1853, No. 3, page 15.)
I HASTEN to forward herewitl a memorial which bas this day been placed in

my uiiids from the Lord Bishop of Quebec, on the subject of the address of the
Legislative Assembly in relation to the Clergy Reserves, transmitted by this
mail.

I have, &c.
(Signed) ELGIN AND KINCARDINE.

Enci. in No. 4. Enclosure in No. 4.

To his Excellency the Right Honourable the Earl of ELGIN AND KINCAtDINE, K.T.,
Governor-General of Britisl North Aierica, &c. &c. &c.

The Memorial of GEORGE J. NIOUNTAIN, D.D., Lord Bishop of Quebec,

Most hunbly showeth,
TurT your Excellency's memîorialist, having beencalled topreside over the interests of

the Church of England in this diocese, is constrained by a sense of duty to God and man,
to lay before vour Excellency, with the prayer that it nay be transmitted to Her Majesty's
Governmenlt in England, his solemin renionstrance against the tenor of :i address to Her
Majesty, recently voted by the Legislative Assembly of this province, in relation ta the
Clergy Reserves within the same, and specially against tie purpose intimated on the part
of the advisers of Uer Majesty in the provincial governmient, ta sccularize that property
vhich hy the pious munificence of the Sovereigi and Parliament of England, was appro-

priated for the support and perpetuation of religion.
That tlhe distribution of the revenue arising friom tbis property, undcler the Imperial Act

3 & 4 Vict. c. 78, carrying with it a great sacrifice of the oriiinal claims of the Churcli of
England, was distinctly understood to be fmnal, anid as your Excellencv's niemorialist
lihumblv conceives, involved an absolute pledge ta the parties coucer1ed, for the security
and permanence of tlcir interc.st ii the samc, ais then stablished.

That the the clergy and lay nicmmlers of the Churc f England in this dincese are to be
considered as only having abstaiinid, luring the present session, froi petitioning your
Excellencv and the other branches of tie provincial parliament, against alienation of those
Reserves from their original purpose, lccatise they were aware thbat, in the actual position
of tIe afflir, no legislative enactment affecting the lands in question can tike place; but
that the depthî and earnestness of their feeling upon the subject has been sufficiently nani-
fested in the petition (a copy of whicl is suîbjoinied to this inemorial, Appendix A.), which
tiey addressed t-o tIe threc branches of the Inperial Parliament towards the close of 1850,

t sane having becn adoptud nt i numerous meeting leld at Quebee, which was attended
by lay delegates ns well as clergymen fron ail parts of the diocese, who entered nost
warmly inta the objects of the said petition.

That the great majority of the clergy in this diocese are missionaries labouring in settle-
ments whîere the people, by their utmost exertions, are incapable of supporting a minister
themselves; that the means contributed froni England towards the maintenance of these
missionaries are now in course of being gradually withdrawn, and that Quebec is the only
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place in the diocese where there can be said ta be anything like such wealth in the hands of
any body of persons belonging to the Church of England as could be made available towards
the relief of the spiritual wants existing and increasing with the increase of population in the
said settlements.

That instances are within the knowledge of your Excellency's memorialist in wbich
ministers of other Protestant denominations, placed among the people in such settlements,
under stipulations for their maintenance, by the aid of contributions ta be raised upon the
spot, have, in consequence of the failure of these poor congregations ta fulfil their engage-
ments in such behalf, been compelled to abandon tiheir charge.

That even if it could be considered, under any circumstances, justifiable to take advan-
tage, after the final arrangement made by the above-mentioned Act S & 4 Vict. c. 78. of the
clause in 31 Geo. 3. c. 31., which regards the varying or repealing of the previous clauses in
the saine, whereby the Clergy Reserves are set apart for the support of religion, the actual
circumstances- of the Church of England in the country, and the wants and prospects of
ber people are (as may appear from what has been above stated) the very opposite of such
as to furnish a plea for the confiscation of any property allotted for ber support; and a
measure of this nature would be fraught with such calamitous consequences te their spiritual
well-being as the promoters of the measure would themselves beyond all doubt fervently
deprecate.

That notwitbstancling the extraordinary efforts made in Canada West to foment prejudice
and to excite popular feeling against the preservation of the compact concluded by means of
the above-mentioned Act of 3 & 4 Vict. c. 78., the majority of members of the Legislative
Assembly from that section of the province who voted in faveur of the recent address was
only a majority of six, the numbers respectively being 20 and 14,* and the names standing as
appears in an Appendix to this memorial (B.); and that your Excellency's memorialist
believes himself to proceed upon correct information when he states that the members gene-
rally from Canada East are understood te have regarded the question as one proper to
Canada West on account of the greater stake there existing in the Reserves, and the far
larger proportion of Protestant inhabitants, and, by consequence, to have simply followed
the majority of voters from that section.

Wherefore your Excellency's memorialist humbly prays that your Excellency will be
pleased to give your favourable consideration te the statements herein submitted, and to
forward the sane te Her Majesty's Secretary of State for the Colonies.

And your Excellency's memorialist, as in duty bound, will ever pray.
(Signed) G. J. QUEBEc.

Appendix (A.)

To the QUEEN's Most Excellent MAJESTY.

The Petition of the Bishop of Quebec, and Clergy and Congregations of the Diocese of
Quebec, in the Province of Canada,

Most humbly showeth,
THAT in the year 1791 an Act was passed by the Imperial Parliament, 31 Geo. 3. c. 31.,

comprehending the appropriation of the lands called the Clergy Reserves, in the provinces
of Upper and Lower Canada, for the support and maintenance of a Protestant clergy, and
indicating in all its following clauses the clergy of the Church of England, and no other, as
the body who were to be so supported and maintained.

That in the year 1793, Your Majesty's royal grandfather of blessed memory, King
George III., following up the intention of the afore-mentioned Act, erected the provinces of
Upper and Lower Canada into a diocese of the Church of England, in connexion with the
Archiepiscopal See of Canterbury, of which the city of Quebec was made the see; and that
in the letters patent appointing the Bishop to the same, express and formal reference is made
te the aforesaid Act of appropriation of the Clergy Reserves, the two mensures being mani
festly designel te form parts of one and the same plan, and the decision being practically
made in accordance with what was contemplated in all the clauses of the Act, as to what
Protestant clergy were, under the Act, to he endowed.

That in the year 1816 the Bisbop and clergy of the Church of England were constituted
corporations by Royal Letters Paient, one corporation for Lower, and one for Upper Canada,
for the management respectively of the Clergy Reserves, for the benefit of their own church
within the then existing two provinces, and that these corporations were beginning te put in
train the efficient and advantageous administration of the said Reserves, wlen their pro-
ceedings were interfered with, and finally stopped by the transfer ta the lhands of the Con-
mibsioner of Crown Lands of the direction of the Clergy Reserves, and the introduction of
the system of sales, conducted by that functionary, in the manner of eifecting which the
most grievous and most extensive detriment in all perpetuity was done te the interests of the
Church.

e Sir Allan M'Nab, the leader of opposition te the neasure of confiscation, would have been
added te this number, but was confined at home by illness.

B
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CANADA. That the exclusive daim of the Church of England to the benefit of the Clergy Reserves
- implied, as has been made to appear in different measures cf the Crown and Parliament of

Great Britain, continued unchallenged and unquestioned tilt after the year 1820, and that
when the efforts which were made to assert a rival daim produced a great amount of painful
ferment and agitation in the country the clergy and members of the Church of Engjland in
maintaining what, according te their clear and settled convictions, was their right to the
whole profits of the Reserves, as the patrimony of the said church, forbore from contributing
to the excitement of the public mind upon the subject by any inflammatory appeals, or any
coloured representations to suit the interests of their own party.

That in the year 1840 a vast concession was made to the parties adverse te the daims
originally recognised as existing in the Church of England by the enactment of an Imperial
statute for the division of the profits arising from the Clergy Reserves, under the provisions
of which statute two-tliirds of the proceeds of the lands then sold, and two-thirds of one half
of the lands still unsold, were allotted to the Church of Etigland in this province.

That notwithstanding the facts herein already set forth, and the great inaccuracies of many
of those representations proceeding from other quarters, upon which this legislative measure
appears to have been based, the clergy and lay members of the Church of England in the
province peaceably submitted to this arrangement of the long-agitated questions respecting
the Clergy Reserves, and accepteci it, according to wliat they had ail reason to do, as the
final seulement of those questions, and the extinction, once for ail, of ail discussions and
differences upon the subject; and that te this seulement they considered, and se your
Majesty's petitioners do now consider, the faith of the Government to be pledged.

That from the date of passing the aforesaid Act of 1840 up to the close of the year 1849,
no discontent was manifested in any quarter on account of the provisions of the said Act, and
that up te the present moment there has been no agitation of feeling in the province upon
the subject.

That under ail these circunistances it has been impossible for your Majesty's petitioners to
view otherwise than with the keenest sense of injury and the deepest feelings of astonishment
and alarm a proceeding of the House of Assembly during the ]ate session of the Provincial
Legislature, in which resolutions have been passed and an address te Your Majesty has been
voted, to the effect that this reservation of land for the maintenance of religion should be
alienated from its sacred purpose, and applied to the promotion of education and other
secular objects.

That although your Majesty's petitioners had patiently submitted te the great and unlooked-
for diminution cf the revenues of the Church of England created by the Act of 1840, and to
the variety of what they have conceived to be vexatious and injurious proceedings in the
administration of the lands, tending still further to impair and lessen those revenues- although
they had brought themselves to acquiesce in an arrangement which, with the addition of ail
these disadvantages, presses with particular hardship upon their Churcli in Lower Canada,
in which the whole extent of the seigneurial tracts of country comprise no Clergy Reserves
whatever-yet they cannot but apprehend that the proposed confiscation even of the remnant
and pittance of endowment which had been left to them will create extensive and permanent
dissatisfaction among the members of the Church at large in the province, nor can they fail
in the most earnest and solemn manner to deprecate an act of spoliation which would be
disastrous te the most sacred interests of humaa society, and openly hostile to the propagation
of the truth of God.

That the Church of England population of Lower Canada is believed to approach, in
numbers, to the entire aggregate of ail other Protestant denominations within that portion of
the province, and that it consists, at the same time, te a very great extent, of the occupiers
of poor and backward settlements, who mainly depend for the ministrations of religion upon
the charity of the Society in London for the Propagation of the Gospel; the revenue up to
this date derived from the Clergy Reserves supplying but a very small portion of the expen-
diture made, upon the most frugal and parsimonious scale, for this object.

That whenever the assistance of the above-mentioned society shall be withdrawn (an
arrangement which steps have been taken gradually to accomplish), the revenue from the
Clergy Reserves, in whatever degree it shall have then improved, will form an extremely
inadequate provision, and one which need not in any quarter be grudged for the maintenance
of religion among those who can do but little for themselves; and that your Majesty's peti-
tioners confide in your Majesty's gracious protection of your loving and loyal subjects, and
your concern for their religious well-being, to prevent the sanction of a measure which, in
the face of another Church enjoying the most magnificent resources through the large -and
generous indulgence of your Majesty's Government, would, in human calculation, go far to
crush the hopes and neutralise the efforts of a poor and laborious ciergy, and to carry severe
damage, in ail perpetuity, te the spiritual interests of the people in this diocese professing
the religion of the British empire.

That your Majesty's petitioners, who conceive in all humility tha, the bard'measure dealt
already, in different ways, to the Church of England in this province, has reached a point at
which they might hope that it would stop, are most unwillingly compelled to'see in the reso-
lutions and address of the Hoise of Assembly, te whiclh reference is here made, thenmanifes-
tation of a spirit towards the religion which they profess, calculated to inspire them-with
apprehensions of the most grave and serious character for the future, and to impress upon
them the anticipation that if the object of the resolutions and address should be actually
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gained, it may only be the prelude to a course of opprssive measures, against the advance ANA
of which they fervently and contidently implore the succour and interposition or their
Sovereign.

Wherefbre your Majesty's petitioners most humbly pray, that Your Majesty will be gra.
ciously pleased to withbold your royal sanction fr'om any measure for reversing or altering
the provisions of the Act of the Imperial Parliament 3 & 4 Vict. c. 78.

Appendix (B.)

NfaEs of the Upper Canada Members-who 'voted upon the Address of the egilative
Assembly respecting the Clergy Reserves.

Yzàs.-Brown, Cameron, Christie of Wentworth, Fergusson, Hartman, Hincks, John-
son, Langton, M'Donald of Cornwall, Mackenzie, Muttrie, ML'cllin. Merritt, Paige,
Patrick, Richards, Rolph, Rose, White, Wright of East. Riding of York.

NAys.-Boulton, Burnliam, Crawirord, Dixon, Macdonald of Kingston, Malloch, Ridoat,
Robinson, Seymour, Shaw, Smith of Frontenac, Stevenson, Willson, Wrightof West Riding
of YorL.

(Sir Allan Macnab, who would have voted with the minority, disabled from attendance.)
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ANAM.

~~ Despatches from the Secretary of State.

FROM SIR JOHN PAKINGTON, BART.

No.1. No. 1.
(No. 12.)

CoPY of a DESPATCH from Sir JouN S. PAKINGToN Bart. to the
Earl of ELGIN AND KINCARDINE.

My Loan, Downing Street, April 22, 1852.
BY a Despatch of my predecessor, Earl Grey, of the 1 ith July last,* you

were informed that Her Majesty's then servants found themselves compelled-to
postpone to another session the introduction into Parliament of a Bill giving
to the Canadian Legislature authority to alter the existing arrangement with
regard to the Clergy Reserves.

2. With reference to that intimation, I have now to inform you that it is not
the intention of Her Majesty's present advisers to propose such a measure to
Parliament this session.

8. They have, in the first place, taken into consideration that, since any
opinion upon this difficult subject was expressed by the Legislature of Canada,
a general élection has taken place in the province, and it is as yet uncertain
what the views of the new Assembly as to the disposal of the Clergy Reserves
may be.

4. But, independently of that circumstance, Her Majesty's Government feel
serious doubts how far they would be able to give their consent and support to
an arrangement, the result of which would too probably be the diversion to other
purposes of the only public fund, except that devoted to the endowment of the
Roman Catholic Church, which now exists for the support of Divine worship
and religious instruction in the colony.

5. While it appears to Her Majesty's Government that, under the distribu-
tion authorized by the Clergy Reserves Act, 8 & 4 Vict. c. 78, of the proceeds
of the sales of the reserved lands, no ground is left for reasonable jealousy or
complaint of undue favour to particular religions denominations, they think it
may possibly be desirable, on account of the changes which may be effected in
the character of the population through extensive immigration or other causes,
that the distribution in question should fron time to time be'reconsidered.

6. Any proposais of such a nature Her Majesty's Government would be
willing to entertain ; but they are of opinion that they could only regard any
measure which would place it in the power of an accidental majority of the
colonial legislature, however small, to divert for ever from its sacred object the
find arising fron that portion of the public lands of Canada which, almost from
the period of the British conquest of that province, has been set .apart for the
religious instruction of the people, with the most serious doubt and hesitation
how far they should be justified in advising lier Majesty to give Her consent to
such an enactment.

7. These views on the part of Her Majesty's Government, with respect to a
proposal so deeply and permanently affecting the interests of Canada, cannot but
derive additional strength from the numerois petitions, having many thousand
signatures, which have been addressed both to the Queen and to the Parliament
of the United Kingdom, praying that the existing Act relating to the Clergy
Reserves may continue in force.

I have, &c.
Governor the Right Hon. (Signed) JOHN S. PAKINGTON.

The Earl of Elgin and Kincardine,
&c. &c. &c.

a Page 18 of Papers relative to the Clergy Reserves in Canada, presented to Parliament by
Command, 23d February 1852.
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(No. 27.) No. 2.

CoPY of a DESPATCH from Sir JoHM S. PAKINGTON Bart. to the Earl of
ELGIN AND KINcADImNE.

M LORI, Downing Street, May 21, 1852.
I HAVE received from the Secretary of State for the Home Department

a petition from the Bishops of Quebec, Montreal, and Toronto,* praying that ' See Appendix
Her Majesty will be graciously pleased to withliold ier Royal Assent from t0 this Piper.
any measure altering the provisions of the Act;8 & 4 Vict. relative to the
Clergy Reserves in Canada, and also a petition from the bishop, clergy, and
congregations of the diocese of Montreal,† praying that the said question may i"°•
not be re-opened.

I have to request that you will acquaint the petitioners that I have laid their
petitions before the Queen, and that Her Majesty was pleased to receive them
very graciously.

On this sub.ject it is onily necessary that I should instruct your Lordship to
refer the petitioners to my Despatch No. 12,t of the 22d of April, communi- :Page 12.
cating to you the views entertained by Her Majesty's Government upon this
question.

I have, &c.
Governor the Right Hon. (Signed) JOHN S. PAKINGTON.

The Earl of Elgin and Kincardine,
&c. &c. &c.

(No. 43.) No. 3. No. s.

Corr of a DESPATCH from Sir JoHN S. PAKIN;GToN Bart. to the Earl of
ELGIN AND KINCARDINE.

My LoRD, Downing Street, July 15, 1852.
I] HAVE the honour to acknowledge the receipt of your Despatch

No. 58,S of the 19th June, and to couvey to your Lordship my approval of the ] Page s.
course which you adopted in communicating to the Bishops of Quebec and
Montreal the decision of Her Majesty's Government on the question of the
Clergy Reserves.

I have, &c.
Governor the Right Hon. (Signed) JOHN S. PAKINGTON.

The Earl of Elgin and Kincardine,
&c. &c. &c.

(No. 58.) No. 4. No. .

CoPr of a DESPATCH from Sir J. S. PAKINGToN Eart. to the Earl of
ELGIN AND KINcARDINE.

Mr LoRD, Downing Street, August 25, 1852.
I HAVE the honour to acknowledge the receipt of your Lordship's

Despatch No. fj, Il of the 31st ultimo, enclosing'two Addresses to the Queen il rage S.
from the Synod of the Presbyterian Church in Canada in connexion with the
Church of Scotland.

I have laid these Addresses before the Queen, and Her Majesty was pleased
to receive them very graciously. I have, &c.

Governor the Right Hon. (Signed) JOHN S. PAKINGTON.
The Earl of Elgin and Kincardine,

&c. &c. &c.

BS



FURTHER ~PAPElS 'REL~ATIVE' TO THE

CANADA.-
FROM THE DUKE OF NEWCASTLE.

No. 5. (No. .) No. 5.
Corr of a DESPATCH from the Duke of NEWCASTLE to the Earl Of

ELGIN AND KINCARDINE.

My LORD, Downing Street, January 15, 1858.
I HAVE the honour to acknowledge your Despatch of the 22d of Sep-

IPage 7. tember last¶, addressed to my predecessor, and forwarding an address to the
Queen from tlhe Commons of Canada in Provincial Parliament assembled, on the
subject of the clergy reserves.

Q. This address was laid before Her Majesty by my predecessor, and your Lord-
ship is probably aware, from what has recently passed on this subject in the
Imperial Parliament, that Her Majesty's late advisers had taken the matters con-
tained in it into their consideration, and were preparing to communicate with you
respecting it when the recent change in the administration interfered with their
intentions.

3. In consequence of that event it became my duty to bring the subject
under the attention of my colleagues at the earliest opportunity, and I have now
to inform you that Her Majesty's Government have determined on advising
Her Majesty to accede to the prayer of that address.

4. In arriving at this decision they have felt it their duty to keep out of
view the question whether or not any alteration is at present desirable in the
mode of appropriating the fund derived from those reserves established by the
S & 4 Victoria, chapter 78. They do not deny that they share in the regret
expressed by Lord Grey in his despatch of January £7th, 1851, that any desire
should be entertained to disturb a settlement devised with a view to reconcile
conflicting interests and feelings, and which it was hoped might have accom-
plished that object. But they are fully satisfied that no such sentiments of
regret would justify the Government or Parliament of this country in with-
holding from the Canadian people, through their representatives, the right of
dealing as they may think proper with matters of strictly domestic interest.

5. That such was to a great extent the view originally entertained 'by the
British Parliament of this question appears evident from the provisions of the
original constitutional Act of Si Geo. III., by which a wide discretion was
left to the then Canadian legislature to alter or repeal its provisions. That
liberty it was thought proper in framing the act of 1840 to withdraw, but in
restoring it Her Majesty's Government are but reverting to those general
princi ples of policy which were recognized in 1791 in this instance, and which
have been habitually adopted and adhered to in others,-principles on which
alone they conceive that the government of Canada can or ought to be con-
ducted, and by the maintenance of which they believe that those sentiments of
loyalty to the Crown and attachnent to the existing connexion with this great
empire which now animate the colony can be most effectually confirmed.

6. They will therefore be prepared to follow the course already indicated by
Lord Grey in the despatch above referred to, namely, to recommend to Par-
liament to pass an Act giving to the provincial legislature aithority to make,
subject to the preservation of all existing interests, such alterations as they may
think fit in the present arrangements respecting the clergy reserves. Her
Majesty's Government are induced to make this reservation solely from those
considerations of justice which they rejoice to find so fully recognized in the
addresses which have been from time to time presented to the Crown.

7. The language of these addresses is such as to give every ground for con-
fidence that the powers to be thus given to the Provincial Parliament will be
exercised with caution and forbearance towards the feelings and interests of all
classes in those two great districts which are now happily united under the
single legislature and government of Canada. But I must repeat that it is
not fron a reliance on this confident anticipation, however strongly they may
entertain it, that Her Majesty's Government have come to their present deci-
sion, but because they are satisfied on more general principles' that the Parlia-
ment of Canada, and not the Parliament of the United Kingdom, is the body
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to which the functions of legislation on this subject must for the public
advantage be committed.

8. You will take an early opportunity for communicating the contents of this
despatch to the legislature.

Governor the Right Hon.
The Earl of Elgin and Kincardine,

&c. &c. &c.

I have, &c.
(Signed) NEWCASTLE.

CANADA.

No. 6.
(No. S.)

Corr of a DESPATCH from the Duke of NEWcAsTLE to the Earl of
ELGIN AND KINCARDINE.

My LoRn, Downing Street, January 15, 1858;
I HAVE the honour to acknowledge the receipt of -your Lordships

Despatch No. 92,* of the 25th of September, transmitting a memorial from the
Bishop of Quebec on the subject of the Address of the Legislative Assembly of
Canada relative to the Clergy Reserves, enclosed in your Despatch-No. 85,†
of the 22d September, and I have to instruct your Lordship to comimrnicate
the substance of my Despatch of this day's date to the Bishop, as my inswer
to his memorial.

Governor the Right Hon.
The Earl of Elgin and Kincardine,

&c. &c. &c.

I have,
(Signed)

&c.
NEWCASTLE.

• Page 8.

† Page 7.

Be
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CANADA.

No.]3.

Enel. in No. I.

Correspondence with Mr. Hincks.

No. 1.
Corr of a LETTER from F. H1NCKs Esq. to .the Right Honourable

Sir JoHN S. PAKINGTON Bart.
Six, Morley's Hotel, London, May 3, 1852.

I HAVE the honour to enclose a copy of an approved Report of the
Committee of the Executive Council of Canada, dated the 7tl ultimo, whiclh I
received by the last mail. I have learned through the medium of the public

journals that H er Majesty's Government lias determined to take no action in the
question of the clergy reserves during the present session of Parliament; and
however much I nay regret that decision, I am well aware that, under the
circumstances, it is irrevocable. I have already had an opportunity of urging,
during the interview with which you were good enough to honour me, the
importance of settling this long vexed question as speedily as possible. It was
my duty to state that the numnber of those who insist on the present settlement
is very small, and I may now add, that one of the leading opposition newspapers
in Upper Canada, and in the interest of the Church of England, lias corne out
distinctly for a new schene of distribution. I would press on ier Majesty's
Government more formally what I have already urged in my conversation with
you, that if, as has been alleged, the present Canadian Parliament is fàvourable
to the views of the Church of England, it is surely the best time for that churcli
to procure a settlement that wilil be regarded as constitutional. I can assure
Her Majesty's Government with the utmost sincerity, that there will be no end
to agitation in Canada if the attempt be made to settle this question permanently
according to the public opinion of England instead of that of the province
itself; and I may add, that it is well known that many who are opponents of
the secularization of the Clergy Reserves are on constitutional grounds in favour
of a settlerment by the Provincial Parliament. I believe that after the assurance
given by the late Government, it will be found impossible to protract very long
the repeal of the Imperial Act; and I have no hesitation in affirming that no
interests will suffer more by delay than those of the Church of England. If
Her Majesty's Government desire, before determining on their line of action
on tiis question, to ascertain the views of the present Canadian Parliament, I
would respectfully beg to be informed of their decision.

I have, &c.
Sir J. S. Pakington, Bart., (Signed) , FRANCIS HINCKS.

&c. &c. &c.

Enclosure in No. 1.
EXTRACT from a Report of a Conmittee of the Honourable the Executive Council on

Matters of State, dated 7th April 1852, approved by his Excellency the Governor-
General in Council on the saine day.

TmiE Committee have had under consideration the niemoranclum of the President ofthe
Comniitte of Council on the propriety of instructing the Honourable the Inspector-General
to ascertain the views of Her Majesty's Government on the subject of a repeal of the
Imperiail Act 3 & 4 Vict. c. 78., ii conformity with the addresses to Her rnost Gracious
Majesty, from both branches of the Canadian Legislature at its last session, on the subject of
the Clergy Reserves.

The assurances of Her Majesty's late Government that such action would be taken, had
prepared the people of Canada to expect that no further delay vould take place in meeting
theirjust wishes upon a question of such paramount importance to them; the Committee,
therefore, recomnend that their colleague, the Inspector-General, while in England, be
requested by the provincial secretary to seek an interview with Her Majesty's Ministers,
and represent to them the importance of carrying out the pledges of their predecessors on
the subject of the Clergy Reserves, and thus empower the colonial legislature to deal witl
the question in acordance with the well understood wishes of the people of Canada.

Certified.
The Hon. the Provincial Secretary, (Signed) WBi. H. LEE.

&c. &c. &c.
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No. 2.

Copy of a LETTE R from the Earl of DESART to F. HiNcKs Esq.
SIR, Downing Street, May 7, 1852.

I .ui directed by Secretary Sir John Pakington to acknowledge your
letter of the 8d instant, transmitting an extract from an approved Report of a
Committee of the Executive Councit .> Canada, dated 7th April, instructing you
to represent to ler Majesty's Ministers the importance of carrying out the
pledges of their predecessors on the subject of the Clergy Reserves.

Sir J. Pakington desires me to inforrm you, that until the receipt of your
communication he was not aware of the existence of the Report of which you
now send him a copy, Lord Elgin not having as yet transmitted it to this depart-
ment. Being thus without any information that you were officially instructed
to communicate with Her Majesty's Government on that particular subject,
Sir J. Pakington did not think it necessary to announce to you their deter-
mination upon it, as lie unquestionably would have done if he had been aware
that your mission to this country was connected with it. I am now directed by
Sir J. Pakington to enclose to you a copy of the despatch which lie addressed
to Lord Elgin on the 22d ultimo, communicating the decision of Her Majesty's
Government.

F. Hincks, Esq.
I have, &c.

(Signed) DESA RT.

CANADA.

No. 2.

No. 12, April 1852
p. 12.

No. 9.
Cony of a LETTER from F. HrxcKs Esq. to the Right Honourable

Sir JoHN S. PAICINGTON Eart.

SIR, Morley's Hotel, London, May 10, 1852.
I HAVE the honour to acknowledge the receipt of a letter from the Earl

of Desart, dated the 7th instant, enclosing a copy of your despatch to Governor-
General the Earl of Elgin and Kincardine, dated the 22d ultimo, communicating
the decision of Her Majesty's Government on the subject of the Canada Clergy
Reserves, and I have to express my grateful acknowledgments therefor. It is
probable that, as the approved Report of the Committee of the Executive Council
of Canada was sent to me for the purpose of being delivered to Her Majesty's
Government, it was deemed unnecessary by his Excellency the Governor-General
to transmit another copy; but you wvil, I think, find on inquiry, that his
Excellency lias communicated to you a copy of a memorandum agreed to at a
meeting of the members of the Council on the 25th February, prior to my
departure, by which I was instructed " to press upon the consideration of Her
Majesty's Governrment the importanzce of procuring the assent of the Imperial
Parliament, as soon as possible, to a Bill for repealing the Imperial Act, 8 & 4
Vict. c. 78, providing for the sale of the Clergy Reserves in Canada, and for the
distribution of the proceeds thereof, as prayed for by addresses from both bouses
of the provincial Parlianent, and for authorizing the provincial Parliament to
legislate on the subject of those Ieserves."

I trust that the existence of these instructions, followed up as they have been
by the approved Report of Council, which I had the honour to transmit in my
letter of the 9d instant, will be a sufficient apology for my offering some remarks
on your despatch of the 22d ultimo, which shall be made in a spirit of the
highest respect to Her Majesty's Governnent. Had the addresses from the two
houses of the Canadian Legislature prayed for any particular distribution of the
income arising from the Clergy Reserve Fund, there most unquestionably
would have been grave objections to any Imperial action to be founded on the
opinions of a Parliament which had ceased to exist. But I would respectfully
urge, that there can be no reasonable ground for doubt, that the great majority
of the people of Canada desire that this question, which is one of local interest,
should be disposed of by their own Parliament. I need not, however, press this
point further, because I am well aware that legislation during the present session
of the Imperial Parliament is now out of the question, and that before any further
action could be taken by 1-er Majesty's Government, the new Canadian Parlia-
ment willhave had an opportunity of expressing itsviews on the subject. But
I am bound by a sense of duty to Her Majesty to express to Her confidentialc

No. S.
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CANADA. advisers, that it is with the most serious alarm tliat I have read the concluding
portion of your despatch. Most devotedly attached as I am to the maintenance
of the subsisting connexion between the mother country and the British
American colonies, I cannot view without grave apprehension the prospect of
collision between Her Majesty's Governnict and the Parliament of Canada, on
a question regarding which such strong feelings prevail arnong the great mass
of the population. Such a difficulty is the more to be regretted, because the
question of the Clergy Reserves is the only one, so far as I am aware, at ail
likely to lead to collision. It happens, most unfortunately, that public opinion
in England differs very widely from that in Canada, on questions at all partaking
of a religious character; and as the people of Canada are convinced that they
are better judges than any parties in England can be of what measures wili best
conduce to the peace and velfare of the province, Her Majesty's Government
vill, I trust, perceive that the danger which 1 apprehend is at least deserving

of the nost grave consideration. I cannot have the slightest doubt that the
nembers of Her Majesty's Government are actuated by the nost earnest desire

to pronote the best interests of Canada, and that if they could be brought to
believe that I have given a firithfui account of the state of public opinion there,
they vould be disposed to yield tieir own wishes for the sake of the peace of
the colony. I an quite ready to acknowledge the higli respectability of the
petitioners against the repeal of the Clcrgy Reserves AIct. The bishops, clergy,
and an influential portion of the laity of the Church of England, the clergy and
a portion of the laity of the Church of Scotland, are doubtless in favour of the
present settlement, which, indced, confers on the Church of Scotland an income
wholly beyond its requirements in Canada ; while the najority of the Presby-
terian population neither reccive any share of the endowment, nor desire to
participate in it. While, however, I admit the respectability of the petitioners,
I think that I ar justified in affirming that they do not represent anything like
a majority of the population of Canada ; indeed, the very fàct that they on all
occasions endeavour to accomplish their wishes by appealing, not to their own
representatives in Parliament, but to the Imperial Parliament, is conclusive
proof that they are themselves conscious that their views are lot in accordance
with public opinion in Canada. I forbear friom entering into the consideration
of the probable action of the Canadian Legislature on the Clergy Reserves
question, because I am anxious to impress on Her Majesty's Governrment that,
although there may be wide differences of opinion among the opponents of the
present arrangement as to the best mode of settling the question, a vast majority
of the people arc agreed as to the necessity ofits being effected by provincial legis-
lation ; and I am aware that some of the best friends of the Church of England
question the soundness of the policy which has influenced the promnoters of the
petitiois lately presented to Parliament to look for support to their views in
England, instead of using their legitinate influence over public opinion in
Canada. I do not by any means desire to conceal from Her Majesty's Govern-
ment that, saving always the rights of existing incumbents, a very strong
feeling prevails, especially in Upper Canada, in favour of the secularization
of the Clergy Reserves; but I ought not to omit reminding them that,
although it is true that the portion of public lands known as Clergy
Reserves was set apart for the religious instruction of the people at a
very early period, and when there were very few inhabitants in the colony,
it is likewise truc that power was expressly given to the provincial legis-
lature "to vary or repeal" the clauses in the Act 31 Geo. S., setting apart
these lands ; that successive Houses of Assembly renonstrated against giving
effect to thcm, and tlat so firrnly were the advisers of 1-lis late Majesty
King William the Fourth impressed with the necessity of getting rid of this
most perplcxing question, that Secretary Viscount Goderich, in a despatcli
dated 21st November 1831, communicated the Royal instructions that a Bill,
framed in England, should be submitted to the provincial Legislature, for the
purpose of getting rid entirely of the eridowment. The people of Canada know
well the cause of the failure in carrying out the gracious intentions of His late
Majesty, as well as their own repeatedly expressed wishes. The opinions ofthe
mass of the people have never wavered during the last twenty-five years, although
circumstances have from time to time induced thern to pause in their efforts, in
order to concentrate public opinion on questions more deeply affecting their
constitntional rights. I cannot, therefore, conceive that any action which the



CLERGY RESERVES IN'CANADA.

Calnadian Parlianient, miy take of the nature referred to in the despatch, could
be correctly designated as the result of an accidental majority. Ail the great
questions which have been settied in England during the last fifty years might
be said with equal justice to have been carried bv accidental majorities; and W
a supposition on the part of Her i Majesty's Governent that any majority in the
Canadian Parliament expressing views antagonistie to their own was an acci-
dental one, were deened a sufficient ground torresisting that majority, I woulid
nost respectfully submit that there would be no secnrity wvhatever for constitu-
tional government. I an welI convinced that Her Majesty's advisers have
every disposition to attach due weight to the clearly expressed opinion of the
people of Canada, and I am therefore anxious to remnind them of, and to urge
upon their consideration the past history of the Clergy Reserves question, which
I have endeavoured to glance at as briefly as possible. There is a passage in
the despatch to the Eairl of Elgin which seems to me calculated to lead to some
misconception. I refer to the paragraph describing the Clergy Reserves as the
only " public fund, except that devoted to the endownent of the Roman Catholic
Church." I arn not aware that any public fund has ever been devoted to the
endowment of the Roman Catholie Church in Canada. Whatever property
may be in the possession of Roman Catholics lias been obtained principally by
private donation or bequest, although in some cases there were additional grants
from the French Crown, which were secured to the possessors at the conquest.
These grants were made to communities consisting of ecclesiastics or· religious
ladies, either for charitable or educational purposes, or for the conversion of the
Indians. If I am correct in this statement, as I believe that I am, I Most
respectfully submit that such grants as those to which I have referred bear no
analogy to the Clergy Reserves, and can scarcely be considered as a public fund
devoted to the endowment of the Roman Catholic Church. i should not
discharge ny duty to Her Majesty's Government were I not to state to them
with perfect frankness my views on another paragraph in the despatch. I refer
to that in which it is intinated that Her Majesty's Goveriment would be willing
te entertain a proposai for reconsidering the mode of distributing the incone of'
the Clergy Reserves. I have no hesitation in stating it as my conviction that
the Canadian Parliament will not invite the legislation of the Imperial Parlia-
ment regarding the distribution of a local fund. Any such proposition would
be received as one for the violation of the rnost sacred constitutional rights of the
people. I am therefore fully convinced that the future action of the Canadian
Parliament will be essentially of the same character with that which has been
already taken. I can assure you, Sir, that it is with deep regret that I find
myselt' compelled by a sense of public duty to urge upon you views which I fear
wili not meet the approbation of Her Majesty's Government; but I trust that
I have succeeded in doing so in a respectful manner; and I feel assured that
they will receive the consideration which the importance of the subject demands,
andthat Her Majesty's advisers will be guided in their final decision by what
they believe to be for the best interests of Canada.

Sir J. S. Pakigton, Bart., 1 have &c.
&c. c. &c. (Signed) FRANCIS H1NCKS.

No. 4. Nu.
CoPY of a LETTER from the Earl of DESART to FRANcis HiNcKs Esq.

SIn, Downing Street, May 17, 1852.
I A directed by Secretar'y Sir John Pakington to acknowledge your

letter of the 1oth of this month, on the subject of the decision of Her Majesty's
Government as to the Clergy Reserves question, and to thank you for the
representations which you have made to them on this and other subjects
affecting the views and interests of the people of Canada, on which they are
fully sensible of the value of your opinion.

2. I an to add that Sir John Pakington has not been able to find in the
records. of this department any trace of the memorandum agreed to by the
Executive Council on the 25th February last, to whici your letter refers,

having been comimunicated to his predecessor or himself.
F. Hincks, Esq. ( Inehave, &ce

(Signed) DESART.
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Letter froi the Bishop of Quebec.

ETRaACT of a LETTER from the Bishop of Quchec to the Right. Hou,
Sir JoHN S. P.AICNG'ToN Bart., dated Quebec, October 212, 1852.

I-r nay bc proper that I should here state wliat are the advantages which
we do erjoy. There are three clergymen in this diocese, nyself inclided, who
stili receive salaries from Government, but the salary ini each case is to cease
upon the first occurrence of vacancy. There is an appropriation of about
1,1501. currency a year from the share of the Clergy Reserves left to the
Churcli of Enîgland, of which 8001. is assigned to Bishop's College at Lennox-
ville (an institution connected equally with both the dioceses of Lower Canada,
thougli situated in that of Quebec), and the remainder is distributed among
twenty-eight iissionaries, whose neagre incomes are, with two exceptions,
made up under the existing but not permanent arrangements, by the bounty of
the Society for the Propagation of the Gospel. And there is a sun set apart
for the maintenance of the future bishopric out of the Clergy Reserves Fund,
which now amounts to about 13,0001. currency, and is advancing towards the
mark at vhici it will yield the moderate episcopal salary vhicl is now given in
other cases in the colonies, and the surplus will then be available for other
objccts of the Church. The whole number or clergy holding charge in my
diocese is thirty-seven. There is no part of the North American colonies,
perhaps, with the exception of Newfoundland, which, with reference to the
Clhurch of England population, is so poor as the diocese of Quebec, Quebec
itself being the only spot within the whole diocese in which there is anything
like wealti in the hands of the members of tlhat chiurch ; and the great majority
of the nissions being established in the rude and more backivard settlements of
the country.

iaving had occasion to mention the Clergy Reserves, I take the liberty of
indicating as a document which I humbly conceive correctly exhibits the whole
case, in a condensed form, the petition to the imperial Parliament frorm the
bishop, clergy, and laity of this diocese, sent home towards the close of' 1850,
of which a copy vas appended to a menorial addressed by nyself to the
Governor General* in September last, and transmitted by his Excellency to
yourself. This petition was very warmly supported and nunerously signed.
For the convenience of reference I send herewitlh a printed copy of the petition
from the diocese of Montreal, which, with the necessary adaptations, was
adopted verbatimi from that of Quebec (Appendix A.)

Enclosure.

.Appendix (A.).

To the QUEEN's most Excellent MuJEsTy.

The Petition of the Bishop of Montreal, and- tlhe Clergy and Congregations or the Diocese
of Montreal, in the Province of Canada.

Most humbly showeth,
Turr in the year 1791 an Act was passed by the Imperial Parliament,31 Geo.8, c.31,

comprehending the appropriation of the lands called the Clergy Reserves, in the provinces
of Upper and Lower Canada, for the support and maintenance of a Protestant clergy, and
indicating in aill the following clauses the clergy of the Church of England, and no other,
as the body who were to be supported and maintained.

That in the year 1793 Your Majesty's royal grandfather, of blessed memory,
King George III., following up the intention of the tfore-mcntioned Act, erectei the
provinces of Upper and Lower Canada into a diocese of the Church of England, in
connexion vith the Archiepiscopal Sec of Canterbury, of which the city oFQuebêc was made
the see; and that in the letters patent appointing the bishop to the same express and formal
reference is made to the aforesaid Act of appropriation of tie Clergy Reserves, the two
ieasures being manifestly designed to form parts of one and the same, the plan and the

decision being practically made in accordance with vhat was contemplated in all the clauses
of the Act, as to what Protestant clergy werc, under the Act, to bc endowed.

CMADA,

See Page 8.

Enclosure.
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That in the year 1816 the bishop and clergy of the Clurch of England were constituted CANADA.
corporations by Royal Letters Patent, one corporation for Lower, and one for Upper -
Canada, for the management respectively cf the Clergy Reserves, for the benefit of their own
Church within the then existing two provinces, and that these corporations were beginning
ta put in train the efficient and aclvanitageous administration of the said Rteserves, vhen their
proceedings were interfered with, and finxally stopped by the transfier to the hands of the
Comnissioner of Crown Lands of the direction of the Clergy Reserves, and the introduction
of the systein of' sales conducted by that funectionary, iii the manner oF effecting which the
nost grievous and nost extensive detrimenit iii all per-petuity was done to the interests
of the Church.

That the exclusive claim of the Church of England to the benefit of the Clergy Reserves
implied, as lias been here made ta appear, in different mensures of the Crowii and Parlia-
ment of Great Britain, continued unchallanged anuid unquestioned till after the year 1820,
and that whien the efforts which were made to assert a rival claim produced a great amount
of painful ferment and agitation in the country, the clergy and members o the Chlirch
of Englanid, in mnintaining what, according ta thxeir clear and settled convictions,
was their right to the whole profits of the Rteserves as the patrimony of the said Church,
forbore froni contributing to the excitemient of the public mindi upon the subject hy any
inflammatory appeals, or any coloured representations ta suit the interests of their own
party.

That in the year 1840 a vast concession was made ta the parties adverse ta the claims
originally recognized as existing in the Churcli of England, by the enactmnenit of an
Imperial Statute for the division of the profits arising froi the Cergy Reserves, under
the provisions of which statute two-thircs of the proceeds of the lands then sol, and
two-thirds of one-liaif of the lands still ansold, were allotted to the Charch of Engiand in
this province.

That notwithstanding the facts liereii aIready set forth, and the great inaccuracies of
many of those representations procceding ifroi other quarters, upon whicih this legislative
measure appears to have been based, the clergy and lay members of the Church of England
in the province peacefully submitted ta this arrangement of the long-agitated questions
respecting the Clergy Reserves, andt acceptec it accoîding to what they iad all reason to do,
as the flnal seulement of those questions, and the extinction, once for al], of all discussions
and diffcrences upon the subject; and that to this settlementt thcy considered, and so Your
Majcsty's petitioners do now consider, the faith of the Government to be piledgcd.

Trhat from the date of passing the aforesaid Act of 1840, up ta the close of the year 1849,
no discontent was manifested in any quarter on account of the provisions of the said Act,
and that up to the present moment there lias been no agitation of feeling in the province
upon the subject.

That under all these circuinstances it has been impossible for Your Majesty's petitioners to
vicw otherwise than with the keenest sense of inijury, and the deepest feelings of astonishmnent
and alarn, a proceeding of the House of Assembly during the late session of the Provincial
Legisiature, in whiclh resolutions have been passed, and an address to Yotr Majcty has been
voted, ta the effect tiat this reservation of land for the maintenance of religion should be
alienated froin its sacred purpose, and applied to the promotion of education and other
secular objects.

That, although Yonr Majesty's petitioners had patiently submitted to the great and
unlooked-for diminution of the revenues of the Chiurch of England created by the Act
of 1840, and ta a variety OF what they have coiceived ta be vexatious and injurious
proccedings in the administration of' the lands, tending still farther to impair and lessen
those revenues ; although they liad brought thermselves ta acquiesce in an arrangernent which,
with the addition of all these disadvantages, presses with particular hardslhip upon their
Clircli in Lower Canada, in which the whole extent of the seigneurial tracts of country
comprise no Clergy Rescrves whatever, yet they cannot but apprelhend tiat the proposed con-
fiscation even of the remnant and pittance of endowment viich had been left to theni will
create extensive and permanent dissatisfaction among the members of the Clhurch at large in
the province, nor can they fail, in the most earnest and solenn manner, ta deprecate an act
of spoliation which wouldf be disastrons to the most sacred interests of human society, and
openly hostile ta the propagation of the truth of Goc.

That the Church of England population of Lower Canada is believed ta approach, in
numbers, to the entire aggregate of ail other Protestant denominations ivithin that portion
of the province, and that it consists, at the sanie time, ta a very grent extent, of the occupiers
of poor and backward settlements, whlo nîainily depend for the ministration of religion upon
the charity of the Society in London for the Propagation of the Gospel, the revenue up to
this date, derived from the Clergy Reserves, supplyinxg but a very small portion of the
expenditure made, ipon the most frugal and p.rsinonious scale, for this object.

That wlienever the assistance of the above-nentioned society thall be withdrawn, an
arrangement wlici steps have been taken gradually ta accomplish, the revenue fromt the
Clergy Reserves, in whatever degree it shall have been improved, will formi ai extremely
inadequate provision, and one which need not in any quarter b grudgecl, for the mainte-
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CANADA. nance of religiop among those who can do but littie for themselves; and that Your Majesty's
- petitioners confide in Your Majesty's gracious protection of your loving and loyal subjects,

and your concern for their religious well-being, to prevent the sanction of a measure which,
in the face of another Church enjoying the most magnificent resources through the large and
generous indulgence of Your Majesty's Government, would, in human calculation, go far to
crush the hopes and neutralize the efforts of a poor and laborious clergy, anid to carry severe
damage, in all perpetuity, to the spiritual interests of the people in this diocese, professing
the religion of the British Empire.

That Your Majestv's petitioners, who conceive in all humility that the hard measure dealt
already, in different ways, to the Church of Englanîd in this province, has reached a point
aLt whiich theymlit hope that it would stop, aire nost uinwillingly compelled to see, in the
resolutions and addre!s uf the House of Assembly, to which reference is here made, the
mîanifestation of a spirit towards the religion which they profess, calcniintecl to inspire them
with apprehensions of the most grave uid serious character for the future, and to impress
upon them the anticipation, tlat if the object of the resolutions and address shulod be
actually gained, it may only be the prelude to a course of oppressive mensures, against the
advanîce of which they fervently and confidently implore the succour and interposition of
their Sovereign.

Whecrefore Your Majesty's petitioners most humilv pray, that Your Majesty will he
graciously pleased to withliold Your Royal sanction frcn aîny mensure for reversing oraltering
the provisions of the Act of the Imperial Parliament, 3 & 4 Vict. c. 78.
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CANADA.

APPENDIX. Appendix.

ExTRacT from the VOTZs and PROCEDINGS of the LEGISLATIVE AISEMBLY.

Quebec, Tuesday, September 14, 1852.
HoNouRAI.E Mr. Hincks moved, that an humble address be presented to Her most

gracious Majesty to assure Her Majesty ihat this House deeply regrets to learn, from the
despatch of the Right Honourable Sir John Pakington, Her Majesty's Principal Secretary
of State for the Colonies, that Her Majesty's Imperial Ministers are not prepared to
introduce a Bill to repeal the Imperial Act, 3 & 4 Vict. e. 78., intituled " An Act to provide
7 for the Sale of Clergy Reserves in the Province of Canada, and for the Distribution of

" the Proceeds thereof."
Mr. Boulton moved in amendment the following proposed resolations:-
1. Tliat his Excellency the Governor-General, in his despatch to Earl Grey of 19th July

1850, accompanying the address of the Provincial Legislature on the subject of the Clergy
Reserves (embodying certain resolutions introduced by the Honourable James Hervey Price,
then a member of the Government and colleague of the Honourable Francis Hinckes),
declared that lie deeply regretted the revival of agitation on this subject, of whicl, lie said,
Lord Sydenham had truly observed, that it had been in Upper Canada the one all-absorbing
and engrossing topie cf interest, and for years the principal cause of the discontent and dis-
turbance which lmad arisen, and under which the province had laboured.

2. That since the expression of the above language by the present Governor-Gencral, lie
has not enunciated or communicated to Parliament any opinion that it is desirable to revive
the agitation, or in anywise legislate on this subject, which hais heretofore produced such
discord, strife, and hatred in this colony.

3. That in the absence of any change of sentiments on this all-important subject, and of
any recommendation from his Excellency that it should again occupy the attention of Par-
liament, it is right to infer that his Excellency's views thereon, as expressed in the above-
mentioned despatch, are unclanged.

4. That this house has, therefore, the right to assume that on this all-important subject there
is a difference of opinion between his Excellency the Governor-General and his present
advisers as to the policy of " reviving agitation on this subject," which the re-opening of a
Parliamentary discussion theretupon must inevitably produce.

5. That uncler our present system of responsible government, as introduced into and
carried out in this province, the power and responsibility of the Executive Council cannot
be dissevered from that of the Sovereign's Representative.

6. That the Representative of Her Majesty in this colony acts tlrough his cabinet, who
are responsible to Parlianent for the acts and mensures of the head of the Government, and
that being incumbents of ofice by their own consent, they must be held as bound to defend
and support in Parliament the acts and measures of the head of the Government.

7. Tihat before discussing the resolutions on the subject of the Clergy Reserves proposed
bv the Honourable Francis Hincks, this Honse should not only be made aware by the
Government of their views, as an administration, as to the finnl disposition of these Reserves,
but also be informed whether the Cabinet, in introducing these resolutions, has the counte-
inance and support of the head of the Government, or wliether the Governor-General's

ex pressed opinion, deprecating any renewal of agitation on this vexatious subject, still remains
unchanged.

And the question being separately put upon the four first proposed resolutions, the House
divided upou eacli:-

Yeas.-Messrs. Boulton, Burnham, Christie of Gaspé, Crawford, Dixon, Dubord, Egan,
Gamble, Le Boutillier, Lyon, Macdonald of Kingston, Malloch, McDougall, Ridout,
Robinson, Seymour, Shaw, Smith of Frontenac, Stevenson, Street, Willson, and Wright of
West Riding, York,-22.

Nays.-Messrs. Brown, Cameron, Cartier, Cauchon, Chabot, Solicitor-General Chuaveau,
Clapham, Attorney-General Drunmmond, Fergusson, Fortier, Gouin, Hincks, Langton,
La Terrière, Laurin, McDonald of Cornwall, Mackenzie, Mattice, Merritt, Morin, Paige,
Papineau, Patrick, Polette, Poulin, Prince, Attorney-General Richards, Rolph, Rose,
Stuart, Taché, Terrill, Valois, Viger, White, Wright of East Riding, York, and Young,-37.

The question being then separately put upon the three last of the proposed resolutions, the
House divided upon each:-

Yeas.-Messrs. Badgley, Boulton, Burnham, Christie of Gaspé, Crawford, Dixon, Dubord,
Egan, Gamble, Le Boutillier, Lyon, Macdonald of Kingston, Malloch, McDuagalI, Ridout,
Robinson, Seymour, Shaw, Smith of Frontenac, Stevenson, Street, Willson, and Wright of
West Riding of York,-23.
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CANADA. Nays.-Messrs. Brown, Cameron, Cartier, Cauchon, Chabot, Solicitor-General Chauveau,
- . Christie of Wentworth, Claphami, Attorney-General Druinniond, Dumoulin, Fergusson,

Appendhx. Fortier, Gouin, Hartman, Hincks, Langton, La Tierrière, Laurin, McDonald of Cornwall,
Nlackenzie, Marchildon, Mattice '.Merrit, Morin, Paige. Papineau, Patrick, Polette, Poulin,
Prince, Attorney-General Richards, Rolph, Rose, Stuart. Tuchd, Terril, Valois, Viger,
White, Wriglt. of East Riding of York, and Young-4l.

Mr. Boulton again noved. in anendment to the lonourable Mr. Hinck? motion, that His
late most gracious ?Miajesty King George the Third was graciously pleased to express his
d esire to inake a perm:ment appropriation of lands in Upper and Lower Canada for the
support and maintenance of a protestant clergy within the saie, and for the purpose of
fulfilling such gracions intentions an Act was passed in the thirty-first yenr of his reign, con-
tammg certain provisions for the support and maintenance of such Protestant clergy within
the said provinces.

2. Thait after nearly twenty years of nprofitable legislation en the subject of these
Reserves in Upper Canadaj prior to its union with Lower Canada, and after the bitterest
feelings hiad been engendered amongst its inhabitaînts, an Act passed by the Parliament of
Upper Canada, in 1839. intituled ' An Act to re-invest in Her ïMajesty the lands set apart
for a Protestant Clergy," wh1erein it is recited that doubts liad arisen respecting the proper
legal conistructin of the said Act, and that it had been made a question to wvhat sects or
denionaiîiîtions of Protestants the terni Protestant clergy used in the said Act was intended
to be applicable, and that the continuîance of such doubts, and the controversies to which
thev have given risc, were in a highi (legree prejudicial to the peace and gooci government of
that province, and unfavourable to tic spiritual and temporal interests of the people thereof,
and that it was expedient to put an end to sucli doubts and controversies by enabling Her
Majesty, Her leirs and successors, to dispose of the said reserves, and the monies accrued or
thereafter to accrue therefronm in such nianner as to Her Majesty, Her heirs or successors,
might seerm just and fit for the maintenance of public vorship and support of religion within
the said province.

3. That in and by the said Act of the Parliament of Upper Canada it was enacted that all
the lands then vested in Her Majesty, and which before the passing of the said Act were
reserved, allotted, and appropriated for the maintenance and support of a Protestant clergy
in the said province of Upper Canada, under the authority of the said Act of Parliament of
Great Britain, passed in the thirty-first vear of His said late Majesty's reign, should be and
renain vested in Her Majesty, Her heirs and stccessors, freed and absolutely discharged froni
ail and every of the trusts, conditions, lnimitations, and restrictions contained in or inposed
or declarcd lby the said last-mentioned Act; provided always, that the said lands were by
the said Act vested in Her Majesty lier leirs and successors, dischiarged from the said trusts
antd conditions, b the intent and iii order tiat the same lands might be, by and under the
authority of the Parliaient of Great Britain and Ireland, applied and appropriated, by way
of entidowment or othîerwise, solely for the ninitenance of public worship and the support of
religion within the said province, and to no other use or purpose whatsoever.

4. That inI 1840 the Legislature of Upper Canada, at the instance of the Riglt Honour-
able C. Poulett Thonpson, passed anotiier Act to provide for the sale of the Clergy Reserves,
and for the distribution of the proceeds thereof, which said Bill was carried in the House of
Assemnblv by 28 to 20, and in the Legislative Council by 13 to 5.

5. That in the preamble to the said last-nientioned Act it is declared, " that it is expe-
" lient to provide for the final disposition o the lands called Clergy Reserves in the said

province, and for the appropriation of the vearly income arising or to arise therefrom for
" the maintenance of religioin and the advancenent of Christian knowledge;" and in pursuance
thereof the said Act enacted that the said Reserves, and the funds arising or to arise there-
fron, should bu appropriated for the maintenance of religion and the advancement of Chîris-
tian knowledge.

G. That in a despatch from the late Right Honourable C. Poulett Thompson to Lord
John Russell, Her Majesty's Secretary of State for the Colonies, dated 22d January 1840,
eniclosing the Bill above meintioned, it is stated, " that there is no subject of such Vital in-
portance to the peace and tranquillity of the province as the question of the Clergy
Reserves; tiat there is none, with reference to the future union of lie two provinces,
which it is more nîecessary to determine without delay; that it has been for many years the
source of all the troubles in the province, the never-failiig watchlword at the l'ustings, the
perpetual spring of discord, strife, and hatred ; that to leave this question undetermined
would be to put an end to aIll hope of rc-establishing tranquillity withiiin the province; but
to establisli the union without settlenent of it, and to transfer the decision to the United
Legislature, would bc to aitdd to the sources of discord vhich then prevailed in Lower
Canada an entirelv new element of strife, for amongst the various evils by which Lower
Canada liad been visited, one, and onie onlv, perhaps the greatest of all, has been wanting-
religious dissem' in; that lie was satisfied ;that the value of arriving at a settlement could
not be over-estinated; and, that strong as those feelings inight have been,. the immense
advantage of laving the question finally withdrawn from the sources. of popular discussion
at'd) Aispute would reconcile all parties to it.L.
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"That lhe most fervently prayed that the seulement agreed on niglt be final, and that c ANA .
no obstacle miiglit be opposed ta its con6rmation by Her Mnjesty; that, should it be atier- Appendix.
wise, ansi the question be again tlrown back for decision in Canada, le could not foresee
the consequences; but at Ieast le knew that peace and tranquillity must, in that event, long
remain strangers to the province."

7. That in consequence of the earnest importunities of the said late C. Poulett Thompson,
and in consequence or the said last-mentioned Act of the province ofUpper Canada, and
with a view to the final seulement of the question, by an Act of the Imperial Parliament,
passed in the 3d and 4th years of the reign of Her present Majesty, cap. 78, it is leclared
"to be expedient to provide for the final disposition of the lands called Clergy Reserves
" in Canadai, and for the appropriation of tie yearly income arising or ta arise therefrom,

for the maintenance of religion and the advancement of Christian knowledge within the
said province."
8. That by the last-mentioned Act of Parliament a disposition was made or the said

funds, by appropriatirng two sixtls tliereof to .the Church of England, one sixth to the.
Clurch of Scotland, and the remiining three sixths to be applied by the Governor of
Camnada, with the advice of the Executive Council, for puîrposes of public worship and
religious instruction in Canada, and that by such Act the Church of England and the
Church of Scotland, and oiler denominations, have already acquired a vested interest
therein.

9. That the people of Canada concurred in the final s2ttlement of the said question by
the Imperial Parliament, and for years it was so considered by all of the various political
parties iii Canada.

10. That in 1846 a committee of the Legislative Assenbly of Canada, consisting of
Messr. Petrie, McDonald (of Kingston), Stuart (Bytown), Price, and Chalmers, none or
whîoni belonged to the Church of England, unainiously reported that no change or devia-
tion from the system (then existing) should bc sanctioned by the Legislature.

11. That the Honourable Robert Baldwin, late Attorney-General for Upper Canata,
and hte colleague of the Honourable Francis Iincks, dcclared in Iii< place in the Legi,-
lative Assembly, in 1846, during a debate on the Reserves, " that the Bill passed by ilt
Legislature of Upper Canada in 1840, led to a final disposal of the question by the Imtpe-
rial Parlianient. That he called on honourable members ta mark his words,' that if the
question be re-opened, former fierce agitation would Lie resuimed. Tiat so much did lie
dread the renewal of agitation, that he iad in every instance, and in toto, discountenanced
suci a course, and that lie therefore pressed upon both sides of the House ta forbear
reviving the question."

12. That the lonourable James Hervey Price, late Commissioner of Crown lands, and
late colleague of the Honourable Francis Hincks, and the originator and miover of the
resolutions of 1850, declared at the same time and place above mentioned,

" Tat the settlement under Lord Sydenham had been considered final."
" That pence had succeeded the long and fierce conflict, and the country was settling

down in the hope that agitation on tiat subject was at an end."
" That althoughî three fourtis of the people believed that the arrangement was made in

injustice and partiality, they quietly submitted as the only means of restoring pence to the
land ; tlat proportionuate to tliat hope would be the grief and excitement produced by the
re-openuiig of the question.

SThate lie implored hionourable members to allow tlem ta be dealt with in accordance
with the Imperial Act,.and ve great source of heart-burning and mutual recriminations
anong the religious bodies would be at once and for ever lost in the oblivion of the past."

13. That at the same time and place the Honourable Malcolm Cameron, now a colleague
of the Honourable Francis Hincks, stated, "that lie was one of those who acquiesced in
the seulement, and for the sake of peace wished never ta hear it again, and that he warned
the House ta let the Act of the Imperial Government take its course, let the land be sold,
anud the different churches get the proceeds in strict accordance thereto."

14. Tlat his Excellency Lord Elgin, in his despatch ta Earl Grey of 19th July 1850,
accompanying the Address of the Provincial Legislature, declareds that Le "deeply regretted
the revival of agitation on this subject, of which Lord Sydenham truly observed that it
hîad been in Upper Canada the one all-absorbing and engrossing topic of interest, and for
years the principal cause of the discontent and disturbance which had arisen, and under
which the Province had laboured."

15. That this House deprecates in the strongest manner any attempt to bring back to
this province for future legislation, a subject which, in the language of the Lord Sydenham,
is declared to be the perpetual spring of discord, strife, and hatred, and which if transferred
ta the United Legislature, would introduce into Lower Canada, "an entirely new element
of strife."

16. That if the present unprincipled agitation should succeed in secularizing the Clergy
Reserves, thlus depriving religion in Upper Canada of its existing support, the same agita-
tion ere long nay be renewed, and disturb those endownents of the Roman Catholic Church
which hitlherto have been so instrumental in conferring a moral and religious education

D
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CANADA. upon the mnembers of that communion, and hence may arise in Canada a spirit of anta-

AIppendiîx. gonisn between the Protestants and Roman Catholics which happily has not hitherto
existed.

17. That the Honourable [nspector General, in defiance of the action cf the Legislature
of Upper Canada, in defiance of the declared final action of the Imperial Legislature on
iat subject, in defiance of the assent which was tacitly given in Canada to that settle-
ment, in defiance of the expressed opinion of Lord Svdenhani, "that the subject of the
Clergy Reserves had been for many years the source of ail the troubles in the province,
the never-failing watchword at the hustings, and the perpetual spring of discord, strife,
and hatred, and that if thrown back for decision in Canada he could not forese the con-
sequences, though at least he knew that pence and tranquillity nust in that event lone
remain strangers to the province," and in defiance of the cleclared sentiments of several
of his late colleagues, and of the lonourable Malcolhn Cameron, one of lhis present col-
leagues, that the question was filally settled by the Imperial Parliament, lias, hy the
resolutions whichl he hais laid before this House respecting the Clergy Reserves, again
revived that subject, which his Excellencîy the Governor General, Lord Elgin, in the
above despatch, declared le deeply regretted had been revived ; whicli ias been declared
by sucli high authority ta be the source or ail the troubles in the province, the perpetual
spring of discord, strife, and hatred, and yet up ta this period of the session lie and his
colleagues, as ui administration, have studiously avoided announcing to the Legislanture
or to the country their opinion as to the final disposition which should be rnade of these
Reserves.

18. That after the Imperial Government has fmnally legislated en this most important
subject, in accordance with the earnest entreaties of the late Lord Sydenham, Governor-
Geieral of this province, and after the Legislature of Upper Canada lad passed an Act for
such purpose, it is unstatesmanlike, unmanuly, and ungenerous for the administration ta use
threatening or intimidating language towards the Iiîperial Government, whilst as a pro-
vincial cabinet they have neither the courage nor integrity openly to avow to the people of
Canada, what in thcir opinion should be the imal disposition of these Reserves.

The Ist, 2d, Sd, 4th, 5tlh, 6th, 7th, Sti, 9th, 10th, 14th, 16th, and 17th of the said
proposed Resolutions were negatived:

Yea.-lessrs. Badgley, Boulton, Burnham, Christie of Gaspé, Crawford, Dixon,
Gamble, Le Boutillier, Macdonald of Kingston, Malloch, McDougall, Ridout, Robinson,
Seymour, Shaw, Stevenson, Street, and Vright of West Riding York,-18.

Nays.-Messrs. Brown, Cameron, Cartier, Cauchon, Chabot, Solicitor General Chauveau,
Christie of Wentwortl, Clapham, Attorney General Drummond, Dumoulin, Fergusson,
Fortier, Fournier, Gouin, Hartin, Hincks, Jobinu, Lacoste, Langton, La Terrière, Laurin,
Lenieux, McDonald of Cornwall, Mackenzie, Marchildon, Mattice, McLachlin, Merritt,
Mongenais, Morin, Paige, Papineau, Patrick, Polette, Poulin, Prince, Attorney General
Richards, Rolph, Rose, Stuart, Taché, Terrill, Tessier, Turcotte, Valois, Viger, White,
Willson, Wright cf East Riding York, and Young,-50.

The 11th, 12th and 13thi of the said proposed Resolutions were also negatived:
Yea.-Messrs. Bladgley, Boulton, Burnham, Crawford, Dixon, Gamble, Le Boutillier,

Macdonald of Kingston, Malloch, McDougall, Ridout, Robinson, Seymour, Shaw, Steven-
son, Street, and Wright of West Riding York,-17.

Nays.-Messrs. Brovn, Cameron, Cartier, Cauchon, Chabot, Solicitor General Chauveau,
Clhristie of Gaspé, Christie of Wentworth, Clapham, Attorney Gencral Drummond, Dumnou-
lin, Fergusson, Fortier, Fournier, Gouin, Hartman, Hincks, Jobin, Lacoste, Langton, La
Terrière, Laurin, Lemieux, McDonald of Cornwall, Mackenzie, Marchildon, Mattice,
McLachlin, Merritt, Mongenais, Morin, Paige, Papineau, Patrick, Polette, Poulin, Prince,
Attorney General Richards, Rolph, Rose, Stuart, Taché, Terrili, Tessier, Turcotte, Valois,
Viger, White, Willson, Wright, of East Riding York, and Young,-51.

The 15th of the said proposed Resolutions was also negatived:'
Yeas.-Messrs. Badgley, Boulton, Burnham, Christie of Gaspé, Crawford, Dixon, Gamble,

Le Boutillier, Macdonald of Kingston, Malloch, McDougall, Ridout, Robinson, Seymour,
Shaw, Stevenson, and Wright of West Riding York,-17.

Nays. -Messrs. Brown, Cameron, Cartier, Cauchon, Chabot, Solicitor General, Chauveau,
Christie of Wentworth, Clapham, Attorney Generat Drummond, Dumoulin, Fergusson,
Fortier, Fournier, Gouin, Hartman, Hincks, Jobin, Lacoste, Langton, La Terrière, Laurin,
Leiieux, McDonald of Cornwall, Mackenzie, Marchildon, Mattice, McLachlin, Merritt,
Mongenais, Morin, Paige, Papineau, Patrick, Palette, Poulin, Prince, Attorney General
Richards, lolph, Rose, Street Stuart, Taché, Terrili, Tessier, Turcotte, Valois, Viger, White,
Willson, Wright of East Riding York, and Young,-51.

The 18th of the said proposed Resolutions was also negatived:
Yeas.-Messrs. Badgley, Boulton, Burnham, Christie of Gaspé, Crawford, Dixon, Gamble,

Le Boutillier, Macdoniald tof Kingston, Malloch, McDougall, Robinson, Seymour, Shaw,
Smith of Frontenne, Stevenson, Street, and Wright of West Riding York,-18.

Nays.-Messrs. Brown, Cameron, Cartier, Cauchon, Chabot, Solicitor General Chauveau,
Christie of Wentworth, Clapham, Attorney Gereral Drummond, Dumoulin, Fergusson,
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Fortier, Fournier, Gouin, Hartman, Hincks, Jobin, Lacoste, Langton, La Terrière, Lanrin, CAXDA.
Lemieux, McDonald of Cornwall, Mackenzie, Marchildon, Mattice, McLachlin, Merritt,
Mongenais, Morin, Paige, Papineau, Patrick, Polette, Poulin, Prince, Attorney-general Appena
Richards, Ridout, Rolph, Rose, Staart, Taché, Terrill, Tessier, Turcotte, Valois, Viger,
White, Willson, Wright of East Riding York, and Young,-51.

On motion of Mr. Brown, the debate on the Hon. Mr. liincks's motion was then
adjourned till to-morrow, and ta be then resumed after the presenting of reports to the
committees.

Q tiebec, Wednesday, September 15, 1852,

Tus House resumed the adjourned debate upon the motion made by the Honourable
Mr. Hincks yesterday, That an humble address be presented ta Her most gracious Majesty,
to assure Her Majesty that this House deeply regrets to learn from the despatch of the
Right Honourable Sir John Pakington, Her Majesty's Principal Secretary of State for the
Colonies, that Her Majesty's imperial Ministers are not prepared to introduce a Bill to
repeal the Imperial Act 3 & 4 Vict. c. 78, intituled I An Act tu provide for the Sale of
the Clergy Reserves in the Province of Canada, and for the Distribution of the Proceeds
thereo."

Mr. Brown moved in amendment, That the House deeply regrets that Goverament, in
bringing the subject of the Clergy Rescrves again before Parliament, has refrained from
the expression of any opinion, as a Government, upon their future appropriation-the
real issue of the question;

And a debate arising thereupon,
On motion of the Honourable Mr. Badcgley, the debate was adjourned till to-morrow, and

to be ten resumed after the presenting of Reports of Committees.

Quebec, Thursday, September 16, 1852.

TUE House resumed the adjourned debate upon Mr. Brown's amendment, which was yes-
terday proposed to be made ta the motion made by the Honourable Mr. Hineks on Tuesdaîy
last, liat an humble Address be presented to Her most gracious Majesty, to assure ier
Majesty that this House deeply regrets to learn, fron the despatch of the Right Honourable
Sir John Pakington, lier Majesty's Principal Secretary of State for the Colonies, that Her
Majesty's linperial Ministers are not prepared to introduce a Bill ta repeal the Imperial
Act 3 & 4 Vict. c. 78, intituled " An Act ta provide for the Sale of the Clergy Reserves
in the Province of Canada, and fur the Distribution thereof;" and which arnendment vas,
" That this House deeply regrets thnt Government, in bringing the subject of the Clergy
Reserves agitin before Parliament, lias refrained from the expression of any opinion, aLs
a Government, upon any future appropriation-the real issue of the question."

Mr. Dixon moved, That the debate be further adjourned tili to-morrow, and be then
resumed afiter the referring of petitions.

Yeas, 35.-Nays, 33.

Quebec, Friday, September 17, 1852.

THE House resumed the adjourned debate upon Mr. Brown's amendment, which was, on
Wednesday last, proposed to be made ta the motion by the Honourable Mr. Hincks on
Tuesday hst, that an humble address be presented ta Hier most gracious Majesty to assure
Her Majesty tiat this rouse deeply regrets to learn, from the despatch of theHight Bonour-
able Sir John Pakington, lier Majesty's Principal Secretary of State for the Colonies,
that Her Majesty's Imperial Ministers are not prepared te introduce a Bill to repeal the
Imperial Act, a & 4 Vict. c. 78, intituled " An Act to provide for the Sale of the Clergy
Reserves in the Province of Canada, and for the Distribution therceof :' And which amend-
ment was, " That this House deeply regrets that Government in bringing the subject of
the Clergy Reserves again before Parliament lias refrained froin the expression of any

opinion, as a Government, upon their future appropriation-the real issue of the ques-
tion."

And the question being put on the amendment, the House divided :
Yeas.-Messrs. Ajzdglev, Boulton, Brown, Burnham, Christie of Gaspé, Crawford, Dixon,

Fergusson, Gamble, Le i.½il.lier, Macdonald of Kingston, Malloch, M'Dougall, Papineau,
Ridout, Robinson, Seymotr, Shaw, Smith of Frontenac, Stevenson, Willson, and Wright of
West Riding York,-22.
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CANADA. Nay..-Messrs. Cameron, Cartier, Cauchon, Chabot, Chapais, Solicitor-general Chau-
. veau, Christie of Wentworth, Clapham, Attorney-general Drumrnond, Dubord, Dumoulin,

Appendix. Egan, Fortier, Fournier, Gouin, Hartman, Hinck., Jobin, Johnson, Lacoste, Langton, La
Terrière, Laurin, Le Blanc, Lemieux, M'Donald of Cornwall, Mackenzie, Marchildon,
Mattice, \I'Lachlin, Merritt, Mongenais, Morin, Paige, Patrick, Poulette, Poulin, Atter-
ney-general R ichards, Rolph, Rose, Sinborn, Short, Sicotte, Stuart, Taché, Terrilt, Tessier,
Turcotte, Valois, Varin, Viger, White, Wright of East Riding, York, and Young,-54.

Mr. Brown algaini moved in amendaient, that the final settlement of this exciting ques-
tion, most consonant with the feelings of the people of Canada, would be the diversion of
the Clergy Ieserve lands and funds from all ecclesiastical and church purposes whatever,
and their application to the support of a general system of secular education, whereby per-
sons of ail classes of society and of ail religious creeds may alike profit.

Yeas.-Messrs. Brown, Fergusson, Langton, Mackenzie, and Papineau,-5.
Na.-Messrs. Badgley, Boulton, Burnham, Cameron, Cartier, Cauchon,Chabot, Chapais,

Solicitor-general Chauveau, Christie of Gaspé, Christie of Wentworth, Clapham, Crawford,
Dixon, Attorney-general Drummond, Dubord, Dumoulin, Egan, Fortier, Fournier, Gamble,
Gouin, Hartman, Hincks, Jobin, Johnston, Lacoste, La Terrière, Laurin, Le Blanc, Le
Boutillier, Lemieux, M'Donald of Cornwall, Macdonald of Kingston, Malloch, Marchildon,
Mattice, M'Dougall, M'Lachlin, Merritt, Mongenais, Morin, Paige, Patrick, PollettePoulin,
Attorney-general Richards, Ridout, Robinson, Rolph, Rose, Sanborn, Seymour, Shaw,
Short, Sicotte, Smith of Frontenac, Stevenson, Stuart, Tachd, Terril], Tessier. Turcotte,
Valois, Varin, Viger, White, Willson, Wright ofEast Riding York, Wright of West Riding.
York, and Young,-71.

Mr. Brown further moved in amendment, that a Select Committee of five members of
this House be appointed to prepare and report to this House, with ail convenient speed, the
draft of a Bill, framed in consistency with the powers of the Parliament of Canada, pro-
viding for the speedy sale of the Clergy Reserve lands to actual settlers, and for the appro-
priation of the funds heretofore legally derived, or to be herealter derived, from the sale of
such Clergy Reserve lands. to the maintenance of common schools ; also, to prepare and
report to this House, for the adoption of this House, and to accompany the aforesaid Bill
when it shall in (lue course be transmitted to Her Majesty, the draft of an humble Address
to Her most gracions Majesty, expressing the deep regret of this louse at the contents of
the despatch of the Right Honourable Sir John Pakington, Her Majesty's Principal Secre-
tary of State for the Colonies, dated the 22d April 1852, reminding Her Majesty that the
settlement of the reserve question. in the words of the despatch of the Right Honourable
the Earl Grey, "is one so exclusively affecting the people of Canada, that its decision
ought not to be withdrawn froni the Provincial Legislature, to which it properly belongs to
regulate ail niatters concerning the domestic interests of the Province," nssuring Her
Majesty that the settlenent provided for in the Bill aforesaid is in unison with the opinions
of the peiple of Canada, and of their representatives, and is the only one which will ever be
held as final, aç%uring Hler Majesty that very strong feelings prevail among the people of
Canada on this subject, and that consequences deeply and lamentably affecting the pros-
perity of this colony may be apprehended, if the feelings of the people are overruled by

iperial power, and enrnestly urging that the said Bill may receive the Imperial sanction.
The said Conmittee to consist of the Honourable Malcolm Cameron, the Honourable L. J.
Paipineau, Mr. Mackenzie, Mr. Fergusson and the mover.

That the Constitutional Act, 31 Geo. 3, c. 31 directed that in respect of all grants of
land made in the Province of Canada by the Crown, a quantity equal to one.seventh of the
land so granted should be reserved for the support of a Protestant clergy, beingone.eighth
of each township; that instead of this proportion, and in direct violation of the Imperial
Statute forming the only authority for the Reserve, there was actually set aside in Upper
Canada as Clergy Reserves, by fraud or error, one-seventh of ahl the land, or a quantity
equal to one-sixth of the land granted; that the same violation of the Act occurred in Lower
Canada, but to a greater extent, a quantity equal ta one-fifth of the land alienated having
been reserved for the clergy, insteazd of one-seventhi; that the public domain was thereby
wrongfully divested of300,000 acres in Upper Canada, and 227,559 acres in Lower Canmada,
or, in all, of 527,559 acres of land ; and therefore that the said Select Comnittee be further
instructed to prepare and report to this House, a measure providing for the recovery from
the Clergy Reserve Fund, of the money received in payment of lands so wrongfully set
apart and for the appropriation of such noney and of the land so wrongfully set apart and
yet unsold, to the maintenance of common schools.

The Flouse divided upon each paragraph:
Yeas.-Messrs. Brown, Fergusson, and Papineau,-3.
Nays.-Messrs. Badgley, Boulton, Burnham, Canieron, Cartier, Cauchon, Chabot

Chapais, Solicitor-general Chauveau, Christie of Gaspé, Christie of Wentworth, Clapham,
CrawFord, Dixon, Attorney-general Drummond, Dubord, Dumoulin, Egan, Fournier,
Gambie, Gouin, Hartnan, Hincks, Jobin, Johnson, Lacoste, Langton, LaTerriere, Laurin,
LeBlanc, Lel3outillier,Lemieux, McDonald of Cornwall, Macdonald of Kingston, Mackenzie,
Malloch, Marchildcon, Mattice, McDougall, Mc Lachlin, Merritt, Mongenais, Morin,Pige,
Patrick, Polette, Pouln, Attorney-general Richards, Ridout, Robinson, Rolph, Rose,
Sanborn, Seymour, Shaw, Short, Sicotte, Smith of Frontenac, Stevenson, Stuart, Taché,
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Terrill, Tessier, Turcotte, Valois, Varin, Viger, White, Willson, Wright of East Riding of cA ADA.
York, Wright of West Riding of York, and Young.-73. -

Hon. Mr. Hincks' motion was then agreed to: Appedi.
Yeas.-Messrs. Brown, Carneron, Car tier, Cauchon, Chabot, Chapais, Solicitor-general

Chauveau, Christie of Wentworth, Clapham, Attorney-general Drummond, Dubord, Dti-
moulin, Egan, Fergusson, Fortier, Fournier, Gouin, Hartman, Hincks, Jobin, Johnson,
Lacoste, Langton, LaTerrière, Laurin, LeBlanc, Lemieux, McDonald of Cornwall,, Mac-
kenzie, Marchildon, Mattice, McLnchlin, Merritt, Mongenais, Morin, Paige, Patrick,
Poulette, Pouilin, Attorney-general Richards, Rolph, Rose, Sanborn, Short, Sicotte, Taché,
Terrill, Tessier, Turcotte, Valois, Varin, White, Wright of East Riding of York, and
Young-54.

-Yays.-Messrs. Badgley, Boulton, Burnham, Christie of Gaspé, Crawford, Dixon
Gambie, LeBoutillier, Macdonald of Kingston, Malloch, McDougall, Papineau, Ridout,
Robinson, Seymour, Shaw, Smith of Frontenac, Stevenson, Stuart, Viger, Willson, and
Wright of West Riding of York.-22.

Hon. Mr. Hincks then moved the following additional proposed Resolutions:
1. That whatever difference of opinion may exist among the people of Canada as to the

best mode of disposing of the revenues derived from lands known as Ciergy Reserves, the
great mass of the people will ever maintain the principle recognized by the Rigit Honour-
able the Earl Grey, thei Her Majesty's Principal Secretary of State for the Colonies, in
his Despatch of 27th January 1851, to the Right Honourable the Earl of Elgin and Kincar-
dine, that the question whether the existing arrangement e is to be maintained or altered is
one so exclusively affecting the people of Canada, that ils decision ought not to be with-
drawn from the Provincial Legislature, to which it properly belongs to regulate all matters
concerning the domestic interest of the province."

2. That while the'people of Canada are devotedly attached ta Ber Majesty's persan and
Government, and most anxious ta maintain inviolate the connexion which binds them ta
the great empire over which she rules, yet this House is bound by a high sense of duty ta
inform lier Majesty, that the refusal on the part of the Imperial Parliament ta comply with
the just demand of the representatives of the Canadian people on a matter exclusively
affecting their own interests, will be viewed as a violation of their constitutional rights, and
will lead to deep and wide-spread dissatisfaction among Her Majesty's Canadian subjects.

3. That this House is well aware that attempts have been made ta induce Her Majesty's
Imperial Ministers ta believe that the present representatives of the people of Canada
entertain opinions on the subject of the repeal of the Clergy Reserves Act different from
those expressed by the late Parliament.

4. That this House confidently hopes, that when Her Mnjesty's Ministers shall be con-
vinced that the opinions of the people of Canada and of their representatives on this subject
are uinaltered anci unahterable, they will consent ta give effect to the promise made by their
predecessors; and this House is confirmed in this hope by the suggestion in the despatch of
the Right Honourable Sir John Pakingrton, that Her Majesty's Ministers are prepared to
recommend amendments ta the Imperial Clergy Reserves Act, with a view ta satisfy the
wishes of the Canadian people.

5. Tiat this House can scarcely doubt that, the 1principle of amending the present ACL
being admitted, Her Majesty's Ministers will yield ta the strong feeling which pervades
the Canadian people, thit any new legisiative enactments regarding the Clergy Reserves
should be framed by their own representatives, inste-ad of by the Imperial Parliament,
which, being necessarily unacquainted with the state of public opinion in Canada,
cannot be expected to concur in a measure that will give permanent satisfaction to its
inhabitants.

6. That this House desires ta assure Her Majesty, that in thus giving expression ta the
pnblic opinion of the country, it is actuated by tihe strongest feelings af loyalty to Her
Majesty, and by a sincere desire ta prevent those lamentable consequences which must be
the resuit of a collision between the imperial and Provincial Parliaments, on a question on
which very strong feelings are knownl to prevail among the people of this province.

And the question being separately put upon each, the first, second, faurth, and fifth of
the proposed Resolutions were agreed ta-

Yeas.-Messrs. Brown, Cameron, Cartier, Cauchon, Chabot, Chapais, Solicitor-general
Chauveau, Christie of Wentworth, Clapham, Attorney-general Drummond, Dubord,
Dumoulin, Egran, Fergussoin, Fortier, Fournier, Gouin, Hartman, Hincks, Jobin, John-
son, Lacoste, Langton, La Terrière, Laurin, LeBlanc, Lemieux, McDonald of Coruwall,
Mackenzie, Marchildon, Mattice, MeLachlin, Merritt, Mongenais, Morin, Paige, Papineau,
Patrick, Polette, Poulin, Attorrney-general Richards, Rolph, Rose, Sanborn, Short, Sicotte,
Taché, Terrili, Tessier, Turcotte, Valois, Varin, White, Wright of East Riding of York,
and Young.-55.

Nays.-Messrs. Badgley, Boulton, Burnham, Christie of Gasp, Crawford, Dixon,
Gamble, Le Boutillier, Macdonald of Kingston, Malloch, McDougal, Ridout, Robinson,
Seymour, Shaw, Smith of Frontenac, Steveison, Stuart, Viger, WilJson, and Wright of
West Riding of York.-2 1.
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CANADA. The third proposed Resolution was also agreed ta:

Appendix. Yeas.-Messrs. Brown, Cameron, Cartier, Cauchon, Chabot, Chnpais, Solicitor-general
Chauveau, Christie of Wentworth, Attorney-general Drummond, Dubord, Dumoulin, Egan,
Fergusson, Fortier, Fournier, Gouin, Hartman, Hincks, Jobin, Johnson, Lacoste, Langton,
La Terrière, Laurin, Leblanc, Lemieux, McDonald or Cornwall, Mackenzie, Marchildon,
Mattice, McLachlin, Merritt, Mongenais, Morin, Paige, Patrick, Polette, Poulin, Attorney-
general Richards, Rolph, Rose, Sanborn, Short, Sicotte, Tachd, Teirill, Tessier, Turcotte,
Valois, Varin, White, Wright of East Riding of York, and Young.-51.

Nays.-Messrs. Baclglcy, Boulton, Burnhan, Christie of Gaspé, Clapham, Crawford,
Dixon, Gamble, Le Boditillier, Macdonald of Kingston, Malloch, McDougall, Papineau,
Ridout, Robinson, Seymour, Shaw, Smith of Frontenac, Stevenson, Stuart, Viger, Willson,
and Wright of West Riding of York.-23.

Mr. Egan ioved, that the 7th proposed Resolution be amended by leaving out the word
"collision," and inserting in.stead thereof tie words "difference of opinion."

Yeas.-Messrs. Badgley, Burnham, Cameron, Cartier, Cauchon, Chapais, Solicitor-
general Chauveau, Christie of Gaspé, Christie of Wentworth, Claphani, Crawford, Dixon,
Attornev-general Drummond, Dubord, Egan, Fortier, Fournier, Gouin, Hartman, Hincks,
Jobin, Johnson, Lacoste, Langton, La Terrière, Laurin, Le Boutillier, Macdonald of Kingston,
Maîckenzie, M alloch, Marchildon, Mattice, MeDougall, McLachlina, Merritt, Marin, Paige,
Patrick, Polette, Poulin, Attorney-general Richards, Ridout, Robinson, Rolph, Sanborn,
Seymour, Shaw, Short, Sicotte, Smith of Frontenac, Stevenson, Stuart, Taché, Terril],
Varin, White, Willson, Wright of East Riding of York, Wrglt of West Riding of York,
and Young.-60.

Nays.-Messrs. Boulton, Brown, Chabot, Fergusson, LeBlanc, Lemieux, McDonald of
Cornwall, Mongenais, Papineau, Rose, Tessier, Turcotte, Valois, and Viger.-14.

The said proposed Resolution as amended was then agreed te:-
Yeas.-Messrs. Brown, Canieron, Cartier, Cauchon, Chabot, Chapais, Solicitor-general

Chauveau, Christie of Wentworth, Clapham, Attorney-general Drurnmond, Dubord, Egai,
Fergusson, Fortier, Fournier, Gouin, Hartmani, Hincks, Jobin, Johnson, Lacoste, Langton,
La Terrière, Laurin, Lenieux, McDoinald of Cornwall, Mackenzie, Marchildon, Mattice,
McLachlin, Merritt, Mongenais, Morin, Paige, Papineau, Patrick, Palette, Poulin, Attor-
xney-general Richards, Rolph, Rose, Sanborn, Short, Sicotte, Taché, Terril], Turcatte,
Valais, Varin, White, Wright of East Riding of York, and Young.-52.

Nay..-Messrs. Badgley, Boulton, Burnham, Christie of Gaspé, Crawford, Dixon,
Le Blanc, Le Boutillier, Macdonald of Kingston, Mallocb, McDougall, Ridout, Robinson,
Seymour, Shaw. Smith of Frontenac, Stevenson, Stuart, Tessier, Viger, Willson, and
Wright of West Riding of York.-22.

The said resolutions were tien referred to a select conimittee, to propose and report the
draught of an address in conformity tliereto.

Honourable Mr. Hincks, from the said committee, reported the following address, which
was agreed to, and ordered to be engrossed.

[Tien follows copy of an address to Her Majesty, as enclosed in Lord Elgin's despatch
No. 85, September 22, 1852. See page 8.]

On motion of the Hon. Mr. Hincks, an address was then voted to his Excellency, in-
forming him of the House having voted the said address to Her Majcsty, and praying his
Excellency will be pleased ta transmit the sane; and ordered ta be engrossed.

It was then ordered that the said addresses be presented by the whole House, and that
such members of this House as are of the honourable the Eecutive Council do wait upon his
Excellency ta know when lie will be attended by the House with the said addresses.

Hon. Mr. Hincks acquainted the House that bis Excellency will receive their addresses
on Monday next, at three o'clock, at the Government House.

Quebec, Monday, October 18, 1852.

Mi. BRoWN noved the following proposed resolutions:-

1. That the Constitutional Act, 31 Geo. 3, c. 31, directed that in respect of all grants
of land made in the Province of Canada by the Crown, a quantity, equal ta one.seventh of
the land so granted, should be reserved for the support of a Protestant Clergy, being one-
eiglth of each township; that instead of this proportion, and in direct violation of the

imperial Statute forming the only authority of the Reserve, there was actually set aside
in Upper Canada as Clergy Reserves, by fraud or error, one-seventh of all the land, or a
quantity equal ta one-seventh of the land granted; that the sanie violation of the Act
occurred in Lower Canada, but to a greater extent, a quantity equal ta one-fifth of the
land alienated having been reserved for the Clergy, instead of one-seventh; and that the
public domain was thereby wrongfully divested of 300,000 acres in Upper Canada, and
227,559 acres in Lower Canada, or, in all, 527,559 acres of land.
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2. That it is expedient forthwith to restore the lands so illegally set apart, to the use CA1eADA.
of all Her Majesty's subjects in this province; that a Select Committee of five members --.-
be therefore appointed to prepare, and report to this House, a measure providing for the Appmndix.
recovery from the Clergy Reserve Fund cf the money received in payment of the lands so
wrongfully set apart, and for the appropriation of such money and of the land so wrongfully
set apart, and yet unsold, to the maintenance of common schools. The said Committee
ta consist of Honourable Mr. Papineau, Mr. Smith of Durham, Mr. Mackenzie, Mr. Fer-
gusson, and the mover.

lonourable Mr. Hincks moved, that the consideration of the said regulations be post.
poned.

Yeas.-Messrs. Badgley, Boulton, Burnham, Cameron, Cartier, Cauchon, Chabot, Chapais,
Christielof Gaspé, Christie of Wentworth, Crawford, Dixon, Egan, Fortier, Fournier,
Gamble, Gouin, Hincks, Langton, La Terrière, Laurin, Le Boutillier, M'Donald of Corn-
Wall, Macdonald of Kingston, Sir Allan N. M'Nab, Malloch, Mattice, Merritt, Mongenais,
Morin, Murney, Paige, Papineau, Patrick, Poulin, Ridout, Robinson, Rolph, Rose,
Sanborn, Seymour, Shaw, Sicotte, Stevenson, Street, Stuart, Taché, Terrill, Tessier, Valois,
Varia, Viger, Willson, and Wright of East Riding of York.-54.

Nay.-Messrs. Brown and Mackenzie.-2.

PETITIONS TO HER MAJESTY.
To the Queen's Most Excellent Majesty.

The Petition of the undersigned Bishops of the Dioceses of Quebec, Toronto, and Montreal,
in the Province of Canada,

Most humbly showeth,
That the several dioceses of Quebec, Toronto, and Montreal have, et different periods

since the year 1793, been constituted in connexion with the Churcli of England, by your
Majesty's Royal letters patent, and those of your Majesty's Royal predecessors on the
throne of Great Britain; and that we the undersigned have been duly appointed by the
same authority, bishops of the said dioceses:

That we have now upwards of 220 clergy oficiating under our charge, who are, in a very
large measure, dependent for their support on the charitable contributions of the Society
in London for "the Propagation of the Gospel in Foreign Parts:"

That in very many of the existing missions, the members of the Church of England are
wholly unable, by their own unassisted efforts, to provide for the maintenance of a resident
clergyman, whilst at the same uie every year additional clergy are required te supply the
inecessities of an increasing population, caused in no small degree by the continual influx of
thousands of poor emigrants Jrom Great Britain and Ireland:

That the assistance of " The Society for the Propagation of the Gospel " cannot be looked
tipon as a permanent source of income, and that, moreover, measures have been recently
adopted for gradually withdrawing the salaries which have heretofore been supplied from
those funds:

That in each of these dioceses the Church lias for some time been endeavouring to raise
fnl of her own from the internal resouices of the province, through the instrumentality
of the " Incorporated Church Societies," but that the incomes of these societies are stil
very limited; and being called on to expend a large proportion in assisting in the erection
of churches and glebe houses, and in supporting the widows and orplans of deceased
nissionaries, are able to apply but a very small sum annually to the maintenance of the
clergy, or the establish ment of permanent endownents in any cf the missions:

That your Majesty's petitioners, and the neinbers of the Church of England generally,
lave always looked to the revenue arisiig from the lands called " the Clergy Reserves," as
the only available fund within the province for securing a permanent provision and relieving
the Church from entire dependence on the uncertain support of voluntary contributions:

That by an Act of the British Parliament, in the year 1774, 14 Geo. Ill. c. 83, it was
provided, that the rights, privileges, lands, or seigniories held by the Church of Rome
previous te the conquest of Canada, and which were secured by the articles of capitulation,
should be guaranteed to that body:

That in the same Act it was expressly provided that it should be lawful for his Majesty,
his heirs or successors, to make such provision out of the dues or rights belonging to the
Crown, for the encouragement of the Protestant religion, and for the maintenance and
support of a Protestant clergy within the said province, as froin time to time should be
thought necessary and expedient:

That in the year 1791 an Act was passed by the British Parliament, S1 Geo. III. c. 81,
in which certain lands within the province, calléd 46 the Clergy Reserves," were appropriated;
and it was declared that the rents, profits, or enioluments of such lands shall be applicable
solely te the maintenance and support of a Protestant clergy vithin the province in which
the same shall be situated, and te no other purpose whatsoever:
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CANADA: That in .the year 1823, in an Act passed by the Colonial Legislature, after having referred
to this grant of lands which his most gracious Majesty King George III. had been.pieased
to reserve, and the British Parliament had sanctioned as an appropriation for the support of
a Protestant clergy, it was declared, in order to resolve certain doubts that had arisen,
" That no tithes shall be claimed, demanded, or received by any ecclesiastical parson, rector,
or vicar of the Protestant Church within this province:

That by these Acis of the Imperial and Colonial Legislatures, the Church of Rome was
continued in possession of large endowments and privileges, which she lieds undisturbed to
;his day, amongst which privileges is the righît of taking tithe from ail lands possessed by
menbers of that communion throughout a very large portion of the province; whilst the
only prospect held out of âany permanent provision for a Protestant clergy, was from the
profits and emoluments of these Clergy Reserves, specially appropriated for that purpose;
and in consequence of their claim te which lands, their right te take tithes would appear to
have been more expressly denied:

That for a period of 30 years after their first appropriation, these Clergy Reserves were
always considered to have been intended for the exclusive benefit of the members of the
Church of Englandi; certain subsequent clauses in the Act of 31 Geo, III. c. 31, as well as
other nieasures of the Crown and Parliament, causing such a construction te be put on the
more general term used in the Act of Appropriation, of a Protestant clergy:

That in process of time, first the Church of Scotland, and afterwards other religious corn-
munities in the province, asserted their right to a share in the benefit arising from these
Reserves:

That for many years considerable ferment and agitation prevailed in the country on this
subject, in consequence of which an investigation took place before a Committee of the
House of Communs in England, in the ycar 1827, which Committee, after entering largely
into the question of the management of these lands, in their Report stated "that their value,
whatever it may be, must be applied te the maintenance of a Protestant clergy, there can
le no doubt," but declined giving any definition respecting the meaning of that term:

That in the year 1840, the House of Lords having put certain questions te the judges, and
they having declared in answer that they were ail of opinion that the words " a Protestant
clergy, in the 3 1 Geo. II. c. 31, are large enough te include and that they do include
other clergy than the clergy of the Churcli of England," an Act was passed by the
Imperial Legislature, 3 & 4 Vict. c. 78, intituled 4 An Act te provide for the sale of the
Clergy Reserves in the Province of Canada, and for the distribution of the proceeds thereof',"
and in such Act it is stated expressly, that it is expedient te provide for the final disposition
of such lands:

• That by this Act the proceeds of ail sales were te be divided into six equal parts, whereof
two were to be appropriated te the Church of England, and one to the Church of Scotland,
and the residue was te be applied by the Governor of Canada, with the advice of the
Executive Council, for the purposes of public worship and religious instruction in Canada:

That notwithstanding this arrangement was exceedingly adverse te the claims considered
te have been criginaily existing in the Church of England, yet the menbers of that com-
munion quietly subnitted to the decision thus enforced by the authority of the Imperial
Legisiature, and received the Act with satisfaction, se far as it provided for the settlement of
a question long and painfully agitated in this country, and accepted it, according te what
they lad all reason te do, as a final decision, and the extinction once for ail of ail discus-
sions and differences upon the subject ; and that to this settlement they considered, and so
your Majesty's petitioners do now consider the faith of the Goverinent to be pledged :

That uncier all these circumstances it has been impossible for your Majesty's petitioners
te view otherwise than with the keenest sense of injtiry and the deepest feelings of astonish-
ment and alarm, a proceeding during their late Session of one branch of the Provincial
Legislature, when resolutions were passed by the House of Assembly, and an Address te
your Matjesty was voted, te the effect iliat this reservation of land se often pledged and
appropriated by Acts of the Crown, and of the Imperial and Colonial Legislatures, and the
opinion of the judges, for the maintenance of religion, should be alienated fromi its sacred
purpose, and applied te the promotion of education and other secular objects:

That, as far as the Church of England is concerned, your Majety's petitioners believe
it has never been attempted te prove that sie has in any measure failed in faithfully executing,
and that tee evem beyond her means, the trust comniitted to her charge in this province, or
that the ministers who are labouring in lier several missions are net abundantly earning the
small stipends afforded for their maintenance:

That your Majestv's petitioners cannot but vpprehend that the proposed confiscation,
even of the remnant and pittance of endowment which has been left to them, will create
extensive and permanent dissatisfaction among the members of the Church generally in this
province, creating fresh causes of jealousy and disquiet, nnd destroying confidence in the
security of all rights of property in this country, however sanctioned by Royal charter or
Acts of the Imperial or Provincial Parliament:

That your Majesty's petitioners, therefore, cannot refrain from deprecating in the most
earnest and solemn manner, an act of spoliation which would be disastrous te the best
interests of human society, and openly hostile te the propagation of the truth of God; and
that your petitioners confide in your Majesty's gracious protection of your loving and loyal.
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subjects, and your concera for their religious well-being, to prevent the completion of a dalfA11A.
measure which, in the face of another Church, quietly possessing the most ample endow-
ments, and enjoying in this province the most magnificent resources, through the large AppendI.
and generous indulgence of your MNajesty's Government, would, in ail human calculation,
go fur to crush the hopes and neutralize the efforts of a poor and laborious clergy, and cause
severe damage through future generations to the spiritual interests of the people of these
dioceses professing the religion of the British empire.

Wherefore, your Majesty's petitioners most humbly pray, that your Majesty will be
graciously pleased to withhold your Royal sanction from any measure for reversing
or altering the provisions of the Act of the Imperial Parliament, 3 & 4 Vict. c. 78;
and your Majesty's petitioners, as in duty bound, will ever pray.

Dated this 19th day of February 1851.
(Signed) G. J. QUEBEc.

JoHN ToiRoNTo.
F. MONTREAL.

To Her Most Gracious Majesty QuiEN VIcTORi.

The humble Petition of the Bishop of Montreal, and the Clergy and Congregations of the
Diocese ùf Montreal, in the Province of Canada.

Showeth,
That by an Act of the British Parliament, passed in the year 1774, 14 Geo. IlI. c. 83,

it was provided, that the rights, privileges, ]ands, or seigniories held by the Church of Rome
previous to the conquest of Canada, and which had been secured hy the articles of capitu-
lation, should be guaranteed to that body:

That in the same Act it was expressly provided, that it should be lawful for bis Majesty,
his heirs or successors, to make such provision out of the dues or rights belonging to the
Crown in Canada, for the encouragement of the Protestant religion, and for the maintenance
and support of a Protestant clergy within the said province, as should from time to time'be
thought necessary and expedient:

That, in the year 1791, an Act was passed by the British Parliament, 31 Geo. III. c. 31,
in which certain lands within the province, called the Ciergy Reserves, were appropriated;
and it was declared that "the rents, profits, or emoluments of such lands shall be applicable
solely to the maintenance and support of a Protestant clergy within the province, and to no
other purpose whatever:"

That in the year 1823, in an Act passed by the Colonial Legislature, after referring to
this grant of lands which his Majesty had been graciously pleased to reserve for the support
of a Protestant clergy, it vas declared, in order to resolve certain doubts that had arisen,
"that no tithes shall be claimed, denanded, or received by any ecclesiastical parson, rector,
or vicar of the Protestant Church within this province:»

That, by these different Acts of the Legislature, the Church of Rome was continued in
possession of large endowments and privileges, and does so hold them unto this day,
amongst which is the right of taking tithe on ail lands possessed by members of that com-
munion throgughout a very large portion of the province; whilst the only prospect of any
permanent endowment for a Protestant clergy was from the profits and emoluments à
these Clergy Reserves, which had been specially appropriated for that purpose, and in
consideration of which their right to demand tithes seems more expressly to have been
denied:

That for a period of thirty years after the first appropriation of these Clergy Reserves they
were considered to have been intended for the exclusive benefit of the clergy of the Church
of England within tiis province, certain subsequent clauses in the Act 31 &eo. 111. c. 31, as
well as other measures of the Crown and Parliament, having caused such a construction to
be put on the more general term used of "a Protestant clergy:"

That in progress of time first the Church of Scotland, and afterwards other religious com.
munities within the province, asserted their right to a share in the benefit arising from these
Reserves:

That for many years considerable ferment and agitation prevailed in the country on this
subject, and an investigation took place in England, before a Committee of the House of
Commons, in the year 1827, which Comiittee, after entering largely into the question of
the management of these lands, in their Report distinctly stated "that their value, whatever
it may be, must he applied to the maintenance of a Protestant clergy, there can be no
doubt;" but the Committec declined giving any definition respecting the meaning of that
term:

That in the year 1840, the House of Lords, having put certain questions to the Judges,
and they having declared in answer that they were alil of opinion that the words "'a Pro-
testant clergy,' in the 31 Geo. III. c. 31, were large enough to include, and that they do
include, other clergy than the clergy of the Church of England," an Act was passed by the
Imperial Legislature, 3 & 4 Vict. c. 78, intituled '"An Act to provide for the sale of the
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CANADA. Clergy Reserves in the province of Canada, antid for the distribution of the proceeds thereof;"
- and thercin it is enacted that "it is expedient to provide for the final disposition of the lands

Appendis. called Clergy Heserves in Canada," and directs that the proceeds of all sales were to bc
divided into six equal parts, of which two were to be appropriated to the Church of England
and one to the Church of Scotland, aniid the residue to be applied by the Goverior of Canada,
with the advice of the Exccutive Council, for the purpoe of' public worship and religious
instruction in Canada:

That notwitlstanding this arrangement was exceedingly adverse to the claims originally
believed ta have been existing in the Church cf England, yet the members of that commu-
nion peaceably subiniited to the law, receiving the Act with satisfaîction, so far as it provided
for the setlement of a question which had been long and painflully agitated, and accepting
it, according to what they lad good reason to do, as a final settlement and extinction, once
for ail, of all disctusbions and diWeirnces upoù the subject; and that to this seulement they
considered, and so your Majesty's petitioners do now consider, the faithi of the Government
to be pledged:

That, under ail these circuimstances, it lias been impossible tir your Majesty's petitioners to
view otherwise thaun with the keenest sense of injury and the deepest feelings of astonishment
and alarn, a pruccding, duinîg their late Session, of one branch of the Provincial LegisIa..
turc, in whicl I'csolutions have been passed by the flouse of Assembly, and an address ta
your Ma'ijesty lias becn voted, to the effect thit this reservation of land sa often solemnly
pledged and appropriated for the nhaintenaice of religion and support of a Protestant Clergy
by Acts of the Crown, and of the Imperial and Colonial Parliaients, sanictioied by the
unanimnous opinion of the Jodges, should ie liliciated fron its sacred purpose and applied to
the promotion of education an itler oeular objects:

That your Majesty's petitioners cannot but consider that such a mensure, if allowed to take
effect, nust be calculated most seriously ta shake ail confidence in every species of endowment
in this country, whether sanctionied by Royal charter or by the Acts of Imîperial or Colonial
Legislatures, and tiat it will be highly injurious to the cause of religion:

That there are at this time eighty-two clergymen of the Clurch of England officiating in
the two dioceses of Quebec and Montreal, in Lower Canada:

Thlat the Church of England population in this division of the province is believed to
approach in nunbers to the entire aggregate of ail other Protestant denorinations within
that portion of the province, and that it consists at the sanie time, ta a very grent extent,
of the occupiers of poor and backward settlements, who mainly depend for the ministrations
of religion upon the charity of the Society in London for. the Propagation of the Gospel,
the revenue up ta this date derived from the Clergy Reserves supplying but a very smali
portion of the expenditure mode upon the most frugal and parsimonious scale for this
object:

That whenever the assistance of the above-mentioned Society shall be withdrawn, an
arrangement which steps have been taken gradually to accomplish, the revenue froni the
Clergy lIeserves, in whatever degice it shall have been iinproved, wili formt au extremelv
inadequate provision, and une which nerci not ini any quarter be grticged, foi the iiainîte-
niance of religion among those iho can do but little for thiemselves; and that your Majesty's
petitioners confide in your Majesty's gracious protection of your loving and loyal subjects,
nnd your concera for their religious well-being, ta prevent the sanction of a measure which,
in the face of aiother Church, enjoying the most magnificent resources through the large
and generous iidulgence of your Majesty's Government, vould, in human calculation, go
far to crush the hopes and neutralize the efforts of a poor and laborious clergy, and to carry
severe damage ii ail perpetuity to the spiritual interests of the people in this diocese pro-
fessing the religion of the British empire.

Vherefore, your petitioners huimbly pray, that your Majesty will decline to re-open
this question, but leave your petitiotiers and other religious bodies in the enjoyment
of the privileges they now possess.

And your petitioners, both from duty and inclination, will ever pray.
(Signîed) F. MONVrIEAL.

JoaN BETHUNE, D.D.,
Rector cf Ciristclh urcli Cathedral.

W. AGAn ADANsON, D.C.L.
Montreal, February 19, 1851. And 1,771 other Signatures.


