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... In many ways this UN Session has been a.
frustrating and a depressing one. From the President's
chairý ,.I have listened to many.speeches and during them-
I say this without disrespect to the speeches - I have had
much opportunity for thought and reflection, As these
speeches continued to emphasize the tragic and menacing
division between the two worlds; and as the accents of
confl.±ct and controversy became sharp and clearg, often
angry and shrill, I could not help but think - Vith some-
thing approaching despair - of the distance we had travelled-
in the wrong direction " from those days of San Francisco
in 194f5 when, for a brief moments to use Oliver Wendell
Holmes' beautiful phrase, we caught *a dreaming glimpseý
of peace". ,For that vision there has nov been substituted
in much of our UN discussion the harsh reality of bitter
controversy; factional disputation which seems toadmit no
compromise; the use of vords which turna their normal mea'ning
upside down; debate which is franc, at times, to the point
of ferocity.

It is easy to despair in such circumstances; to
throw in one's hand and admit failure with ail its inevitable
atomic consequences. But it would be f olly to do so. For
the UN with ail its failures, remains our best hope for the
solution of present international difficulties and for peace.
It remains an indispensable - the indispensable - piece
Of world machinery for nations to use ifý and whe they vis h
to. 0f itself it cari force no decisioi, determine no action.
It is no super-state, nor even a court of law with power
behind its judgments. But it is the agency through vhich
co-operatîve action cari best be worked out by those states
who wish to do sot and it is the forum in which the
collective moral purpose and the conscience 0f mankind
cari beat express itself. Above al, it is the recognition
Of the interdependence, for better or for worse, of al
the peoples of the world in which we live.

This irterdependence does not itself necessarily
malce for peace - but it doe,% malce necessary some worJ.d
orgayjjzatîon in which the universal probleus it creates cari
be discussed at a world level.
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We may be facing new tests in this r'egard -both
natiorially and internationally - as words are uttered and
gestures are made which promise an easing of tension in
quarters froin which we have been accustomed to experience
only implacable hostility and relentless attack. In
considering these moves,.it will be tempting, but very unwie
to becozne the deluded victims of' &ir own deep longing for
peace and accept uneritically ariy and every comforting
statement as something which warrants a slackening in ou'
own free-world policy of security through growing colleCtiVE
strength and unity.

But it would be equal1y~ f oolish ta dismiss as not
worthy even of' aerious examination any ziew possibility for a
relaxation of' tension. I suggest that we should always
go balf way - and even further if necessary -in meeting
any overture; but that we should lceep aur eyes and ears
wide open as we move and not allow aur response to interfere
ith the steps we have already taken to ensure that' we can
move - in any other direction -i'imly and confident1y if
thinga go wrong. We should give a joyous welcGme to. any
g. une~ harbinger of peaee, but we must be~ sure it is that,9
bere we begin rejoicing. A hawk is no 1888 anC-aggressive

bird because its vinga have been made to look like those of
a dove.

Te strength of the. free vorld is now becoming agreat bittre., rof peace by removing the temptation from apotential. aggreesor of~ quic1c and easy victozy. As Important
however, as our strength is our unity. There are those whowou1d destroy tiiet unity by fàir means or by foui, So we



pre 'judice, a keen awareness of the ancient snags and snares
in the way of progress. From rny own experience the
,onibination of' qualities that I associate with the ,,college-

g.eneration of today is faith and courage ternperedby a cool
and critical awareness or the times we live in; above.ail,
a rejection of shamn and hypocrisy.

Yýoung people do not merely want to know., f'or instance,
whaàt th~3e aims of' the, United .Nations Charter are, or the
broad purposes of' international co-operation. They want to
know whether,,the specIic steps -which Canada. and other nations
are taking today a-re calci.4ated to achieve these aims; the
~precise pattern of the relationship between.collective def'ence
measures and technical and economic asistance.in t~he struggle
to resist the inroads of Communism; howthe Colombo Plan works;ý
how it rnight be miade more effective. They.do.not want merely
Ito hear about 0mpeacen; they want to, know what theyrani do to
achieve it.

And they show a highly creditable pref'erence ror
solutions over resolutions. I cari stili see the face or
a Young Korean boy or high school age whom I met with a
group or students the other day, who rather s1hyly waited after
~his-riends had asked their questions, and then slowly raised
his hand. lus question was: "Iow cari the United Nations
bring peace to Korea?' I stax'ted ',to explain what had been
Soing on in the Âssembly debates, and how 5>+ nations out-or
0 had agreed on a resolution sponsored by the Indian

delegation aimad at resolving the prisoner of war issue-which
had deadloclced the Armistice negotiations, and how tis had
~beeri rejeted by the Governments of' Comununist China and
North Korea. When Il had l'inished iuy account he raised his
~hand again and sa1d with a quiet persistence whicki symbolized,
I thinc, the deep desire, the agony, ror peace which must

v ill the mixi4s of the people of the war-torn and divided
land: "Yes, I know, but when are you going to bring peace to
mzY country?"f

Youth today has an honest and inquiring min4. It
desires to test lire in ternis of its ovri immiate experience.
But it does not merely put the questions. It gives answers
as wel; ort9n with an assurance that I once had as an
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Preparedness, yes. But the threat whioh the'free world faces is flot merely the military threat-o .'
armed aggression. There is a spiritual and moral thr'eateven, mord sinister, pervasive, challenging. The peoples
who--are the heirs of the Christian tradition, and thepeoples in ail the countries Mhere freedom has not been
extermiriated by the ail-paver state, muust face this threat,and defeat it or the stops we are taking to defeat aggressioin the military f'ield wiii flot bringvpeace or security.

Ilere again the answer lies in p1'eparedness - butof a dil'lerent kind, vith weapons drawn from the arsenal afour moral strength; especiaily.rrom the faith an±d the freedo:we have inherited. F1'on this we can gain the streligth
necessary for victory in this other conlict -but only~'if vo reognize that ffreedom without disciplinie and
'esponsibiiity defeats itself; and viii soon bring abouIt asociety where freedom itsell bas became the possession of
only a tyrannicai 1ew.

The guardians of this other arsenal are inwtitutioliike thi:s ?colge of St. Mioae's. Our Primeé Mi*nister,Mfr. St. Luent, who~ visitod yeu a year ago on yourhundredth birthday, sid then '%The churces, co1egtsa àid
icos are the. main repositories off ouar spiritual heitage~and the mai souces of the. spirtual strength of the free

i word.
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True, the challenge is now greater than ever before in the
face of the military and spiritual menace of Cornmunism
and ail it stands for. But you are better equipped ta
accept it than those who have gone beL are.

So I know that you face the future with eagerness
rather than anxietye with defiance rather tban despair.
And if you'encounter-some difficult problems and have some
trying experiences, as you will, you have, I know, learned
at this college something deeper and more enduring than
book learning, which will support and assist you in those
times; that will help you ta remember that watter the sunset
and above-the city lights, there shine the starsu.
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