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CALENDAR FOR MAY, 1892,

Legal, Educational,
Appointments.

Municipal and Other

Tav.

Last day for Treasurers to furnish Bureau of Industries, on form furnished by Department,
3 | 1 101 1t 10108 1t 25
statistics regarding finances of their municipalities.—Municipal Act, section 252.

Last day for passing by-law,
section 81.

to alter School Section Boundaries.—Public Schools Act,

County Treasurers to complete and balance their books, charging lands with arrears of
taxes. — Assessment Act, section 152,

Liquor Licenses to be dated from Liquor License Act, section 8.

Last day on which swans or geese may be killed.

N - » fiq . n a k1 (O
Last day on which beaver, mink, muskrat, sable, martin, otter, or fisher may be killed or had
in possession. -—Act for protection of game, section 6.

Arbor Day.

Assize Court opens at Cobourg. .

Chancery Spring Sittings open at St. Thomas and Kingston.

Assize Court opens at London.

Supreme Court of Canada sits at Ottawa.

Chancery Spring Sittings open at Sandwich and Belleville.

Court of Appeal sits at Toronto.

Chancery Spring Sittings open at Sarnia.

Last day for issuing Tavern and Shop Licenses. —Liquor License Act, section 8.
Chancery Spring Sittings open at Simcoe.

i " v Whitby.
Chatham.
QUEEN'S BIRTHDAY,

Chancery Spring Sittings open at Lindsay.
St. Catharines.

Last day for issning Wholesale Liquor Licenses,—Liquor License Act, section 8.

Chancery Spring Sittings open at Peterborough.
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HAMILTON AND TORGCNTO
PIPE COMPANY

Smoke Preventatives

MANUFACTURERS OF

HEAD OFFICE, HAMILTON

SEWER

Quarter Cost of Iron

For conducting water by Gravitation

AND

CUILVERT PIPES

FOR LIBERAL DISCOUNTS WRITE TO HEAD OFFICE

HANMILTON, ONT.

CHARLES H. KEEFER
Mem. Cawn. Soc. C. E.

Office, Manning Arcade, King Street West, Toronto.

Waterworks, Sewerage, Bridges.

Engaged since 1869 in engineering
surveys and construction of Railways,
Bridges, Canals, Waterworks and Hy-
draulic Work. Special attention given
to Municipal Engineering.

(Jntario Water Meter Co, Ltd.

MANUFACTURERS OF

WATER METERS

Meter Supports, Dial Extensions, Fixture
Locks, Water Cart Registers, Strainers,
Coupling Seals & Reservoir Indicators.

Send for Price Lists and Testimonials, Our Meters are
in use in over 500 cities and towns in Canada and the
United States. A guarantee given with all Meters.  All
information furnished on application to

A. C. WINTON, Secretary-Treasurer.

Orrice : Canada Permanent Buildings,
No. 20 Toronto Street, Toronto, Ont.

J. A, BELL, C.E.

Mem. Can. Soc. C. E.

Special attention given to the construc-
tion of waterworks, sewers and bridges.
Plans, specifications and estimates furnish-
ed, and constructions superintended.
Correspondence solicited. ;

Office—Court House, St. Thomas.

Paris Waterworks Intérnational Cantilever
Tilbury Bridge

Milton Aylmer Waterworks
St. Thomas Sewage St. Thomas
System .

BRIDGE BUILDING |

The attention of Fngineers, Contractors, and all Municipal men is called to the merits of the Baer Patent Combination Bridge. This is a com-
bined wood and iron Bridge, so constructed as toallow them to be thoroughly protected from the weather, and at no place throughout the structm,
is it possible for any water to get into the joints or timber, thus preventing decay and possessing all the quali ies of neatness, (i’urability, strength
etc., possessed by iron Bridges, and is much cheaper in construction. These Bridges can be built in spans from 30 to 200 feet and over, if necessary
Over 50 of these Bridges have been built throughout Ontario during the past three years, and in every case the greatest satisfaction has been given

References will be cheerfolly given.

Estimates and all other particulars furnished on application to

.County Rights For Sale

B. BAKR & CO,

DOON, ONT.
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ST. THOMAS,

Municipal Institutions.

The words “Too much taxes” furnish
us with a clue wherewith to understand
and explain the origin of Municipal Insti-
tutions. Many events recarded in history
—sleges, marches, deadly baties and ro.
mantic plots,—have owed their origin to
questions of taxation. The issue ha§ been
tried over and over again in every country
and in everyage, with various results. How
much the taxes shall be and who is to de-
cide how much they shall be are always
questions of the greatest importance, A
very large part of what has been done in
the way of making history has been to
settle these questions, whether by discus-
sion or by blows, whether in council
chambers or on the battle field.  To ex-
plain what taxes are it only needs to l;e
pointed out that in évery municipality
some things are done for the benefit of al]
the inhabitants, and that one person is
concerned just as much as another. Thus
roads are made and kept in repair, school
housps are built, engines are procured for
putting out fires, and public libraries,
cemeteries, and poor houses are provided
for. Money raised for these purposes is
paid by the inhabitants, each one turnish-
ing his share. This shows that taxes élre
private property taken for public purposes
The municipal corporation takes yoﬁr:
money and is supposed to return value in
sha[?e of good roads, schools, etc.

The question as to what a man receives
for the'taxes he is called upon to pay is
exceedingly interesting and of vital conse-
quence to the welfare of the people. The
hard~fough.t battles that occur in almost
€very municipality, when municipal legis-
lators_ are required to be élected, show
that In the present day the people are
fully alive to the necessity of having com-
Petent and experienced men to decide
how. much their taxes shall be. Our
municipal institutions govern and control
the collection and expenditure of taxes by
the people. Improvements that are contin-
ually being madein the laws governing these
msmu'uons are suggested first by the repre-
Sentatives of the people, who find them
necessary to the exercise of that freedom in
the management of their own affairs which
Was secured to them by the sieges, marches,

deadly battles and romantic plots of our
forefathers in Great Britain many years
ago.

Courts of Revision.

During the present month courts of
revision of the assessment will be held
in nearly all of the municipalities of the
province. 1f a municipal council con-
sists of not more than five membx rs, such
members shall be the court of revision ;
if of more than five members, the Council
is to appoint five of its members to the
court of revision. The jurisdiction of
the court is limited to the exercise of the
powers expressly given to it by the stitute.
Its function is to try all complaints in re-
gard to persons wrongfully placed on or
omitted from the roll, or assessed for too
high or too low a sum. Such complaints
are ; First, of any person complaining of
an error or omission in 1egard to himsell ;
second, of a municipal elector, thinking
that any person has been assessed too low
or too high,etc.; third, of the asscssor where
it appears that there are palpable errors.
The roll, as finally passed by the court,
except as to cases appealed, and for which
special provision is made, is to be valid
and bind all parties notwithstanding any
defect or error committed in or wich regard
to the roll. The court is not only to try
all complaints of persons assesscd too high
or too low, but of complaints of persons
wrongfully placed upon or omirtted from
the roll. It is the duty of a court, when
a person appeals against dan asscssm:nt,
and appears to support his appeal, to
decide the complaint either one way or
the other. The person appealing is
entitled to a decision on his appeal be-
fore he can be made liable to pay any
taxes in respect of the assessment against
which he appealed. Until d cided. the
assessment is, as it were, withdrawn from
the assessment roll.

The proceedings for the trial of com-
plaints are that the assessor, in assessing,
must leave for every person named on the
roll. a resident, or having a place ot busi-
ness within the municipality, and trans-
mit by post to every non-resident who shall
have requested his name to be entered
thereon, and furnished his address to the
assessor, a notice of the sum at which his
real and personal property has been
assessed. If upon inspection of this notice
the person finds an error or omission in
regard to himself, he must, within fourteen
days after the time fixed for the return of
the roll, give notice thereof in writing to
the clerk of the municipality. It the
notice has not been delivered by the
assessor, the assessment might be held as
invalid. If the notice is served and the
party omit to appeal within the time men-
tioned, the assessment is binding, The
roll is to be considered as returned only
when it is in the possession of the clerk
with the certificate properly signed and
sworn to. Ifthis is not done by the first
of May, but on some day thereafter, the

right to appeal against the assessment roll
exists for fourteen days after this date.
Persons may not only complain of errors

_Or omissions in regard to themselves, but

any clector who thinks that any person is
assessed too high or too low may make a
complaint. It is the duty of the clerk to

i advertise 1n a newspaper the time on which

the court will hold its first sitting, and
cause to be left at the residence of the
assessor a list of all complaints against
his roll. and to notity all persons in respect
of which a complaint has been made. All
this must be done at least six days before
the sitting of the court.

Any alteration of the roll made other-
wise than under a complaint, according to
law, would be as it were no alteration, and
so regarded. In the case of palpable
errors needing correction, the court may
extend the time for making complaints
ten days further. If errors of this kind
appear and are of sufficient importance, a
complainant is necessary, and sub-section
18 ofysection 64 of the Assessment act pro-
vides that the assessor may tor such pur-
puse be the complainant.

Members of councils and municipal
officers should be very careful in the
examination of the work of the assessor,
and sce that all errors or omissions are
brought to the notice of the members of
the court of revision for correction ; this
is necessary, especially where new and in-
experienced assessors have been employed.
If the roll is properly corrected, com-
plaints as to omission and errors in the
voters’ list, and unequal assessments,
about which people generally complain
only after they reccive their tax- notice,
will be avoided. Many courts of rural
municipalitics are «in the habit of receiving
appeals on the day of the meeting of the
court, and of correcting errors then
brought before them.  While there may
be no injustice done in considering ap-
peals thus informally made, still to adopt
this proceeding is contraty to the provis-
ions of section 64, sub-section 4 of the
assessment act, which states ‘“that no
alteration shall be made in the roll unless
under a complant formally made accord-
ing to the above provisions.”

Queen’s Courts.

The necessity of having a royal coat
of arms over the judges’ bench in court
roows, and a flag to be raised during
court, was brought before several county
councils during the January szssion this
year. The high court judges in one
instance were reported to have stated that
until the coat of arms and flag were pro-
vided they would‘not hold court in the
county.

The judges when holding assizes and in
the administration of justice represent Her
Majesty. That administration was one of
the functions of the sovereign in early
times. The sole executive power of the
laws is vested in the person of the
sovereign, and it follows that all courts
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of justice which are the medium by which
she administers the laws are denved from
the power ot the crown.

In all the courts the sovereign is sup-
posed, in contemplation of law, to be al-
ways present; but as that is, in fact, impos-
sible, she is thére represented by her
judges, whose power is only an emanation
of the royal prerogative.

It follows, then, of course, that the
courts during their sitting should be, as
they invariably are, conducted with
becoming dignity and decorum. In
England the judges of assize are met by
the sheriff at the border of the county and
conducted to the assize towns with all the
ceremony that would attend the person of
Her Majesty, and all the places tor hold-
ing the courts'are to have all necessary
and suitable appointments and accom-
modation for the purpose.

THE ROYAL COAT OF ARMS

is emblazoned in all the Queen’s courts
because from remote times nations, as
well as individuals, distinguished them-
selves by particular emblems or ensigns,
and communities and states are entitled to
their use. They are arms of dominion
borne by sovereigns as annexed to their
territorics, Hence they are to be used in
all the colonies and possessions of Her
Majesty, as well as in the United Kingdom
of Great Britain and Treland.

THE FLAG.

As soon as men began to collect
together for common purposes some kind
of conspicuous object was used as the
symbel of common sentiment, as the rally-
ing point of the common force, so that
from time immemorial it has been the cus-
tom, now recognized as inexorable, to set
up the flag in all the British possessions at
home and abroad, to mark the presence
of the sovercign or his or her represen-
tative.

When the Queen changes her tesidence
from one royal palace to another the royal
standard o1 England,floating in the breeze,
marks which of them she is in for the
time being, for that is where Her Majesty is
then holding her court ; and the national
ensign, in like manner, floats over every
place where her representatives hold her
courts throughout Her Majesty’s do-
minions.

Milk may be the vehicle of disease,
either from being taken from an unhealthy
cow, or by absorbing germs in the course
of careless handling. In the absence of
inspection no one can be certain of the
source from which their milk supply is
brought, whether clean or the reverse. But
with a thorough inspection by the health
officer, the citizens can be better satisfied
on these points. The inspection is also a
warning to the dealers that they mus® keep
their business at a high standard. It
would be easy for the health officer to
gloss over any case of insufficient care
' or indifference to cleanliness, but he
should do his duty fearlessly and con-
scientiously.

CORRESPONDENCE.

This paper is not responsible for opinions expressed by
correspondents.

No More Statute Labor.

To the Editor of THe MunNicipAL WORLD :

Sir,—The move made in the council of
the township of Malden was not simply to
repeal the byJaw requiring the commu-
tation in money of all statute labor, but
was intended as a step farther in advance,
by entirely abolishing all statute labor.
What objection was tound to the present
system was from those who lived in the
front of the township, who claimed that
thereby they lost their share of the road
tax. This objection is now being met by
again dividing the township in road
divisions, and expending in each the
amount of money raised init.

The fault found with the wnole system
of statute labor is that it is an unjust tax,
falling more heavily on the poor than on
the rich, and cannot be expended as eco-
nomically as township funds, and is a
large amount of extra work for the council,
clerk, assessor, collector, treasurer, and
auditors—in short, is a *‘relic ot barbarism”
which has been too long imposed on a
suffering public.

The probability is that the ratepayers
will vote directly on the subject at next
municipal election, and there is a reason-
able hope that after this year ‘‘statute
labor” will be a thing of the pastin this
township.

HENRY ATKIN.

A Provincial Association.

7o the Editor of THE MunicipaL WORLD &

DEAR SIR,—It had been running in my
mind, for some time before Mr. Neilson
published his Miscellany, that a journal of
low cost was urgently needed by those
engaged as officers, in minor muncipali-
ties particularly, whereby some of the
more perplexing points in our municipal
law, might be elucidated, and practical
suggestions afforded, by means of which
they might be assisted in the business of
their offices.

The work he so well and so opportunely
begun is, I am glad to see, being con-
tinued and extended, so that while
remaining a help within the reach of the
humblest municipal official, it will, by
reason of its larger purpose, continue 1o
draw an ever increasing number of readers

. to its pages, and lead to more fruitful and

gratifying results.

Perchance, when your columns have
grown wider and longer, - I may have a
word or two to add to the common fund
of municipal business, but meantime I am
chiefly interested in the topic put forward
in your last number, viz.: the necessity
for the character and scope of an associa
tion of municipal officers.

With due deference to your expressions

ex cathedra, 1 am strongly of opinion that
as a preliminary to the formation of any
county associations a meeting should be
held at some central point in the province,
during the present year, to which every
municipal officer should be invited, accom-
panicd with a request to take with him a
well considered hist of such difficulties and
objections as he has met in the pursuit of
his duties.

It will, I think, be conceded by those
having very good knowledge of the
municipal law, that many of its provisions
are obscure in meaning, difficult of inter-
pretation, and apparently contradictory,
and if so much shall be conceded, surely
it is high time steps should be taken to
get rid of these embarrassing and darger-
ous difficulties, the more so in view of the
extended application of the municipal
code, and the necessity for its thorough
comprchension by all classes of the com-
munity The result of discussions, and
the interchange of ideas, at such a
meeting could be embudied and set
forth in a petition to the governwient, and
thereafter turther changes could be effect-
ed through the medium of your journal or
the county organizaticns proposed. It
might not then be inadvisable to consider
how best to choke off the army of legis-
lative tinkers of the act.

Yours, etc.,

* W.. L. .
Parry Sound, 21st March, 1892,

Clerks’ Salaries.

To the Editor of TuE MuniciraL. WoRLD:

S1R,— There have been many opinions
expressed in reference to the low remuner-
ation municipal clerks receive, and several
propositions made as to how their condi-
tion may be improved. One that seems
to me very reasonable is this : that an
effort should be made to secure the pass-
ing of an act whereby municipal clerks
would receive a salary in proportion to
the number of names on the assessment
roll.- As to what that rate should be, T
am not in a position to say, but would
suggest, however, that up to 750 names
the clerk should receive fifty cents per
name, and for all over that number ten
cents per name, in addition to the usual
extra fees for registration of births, voters’
lists, courts of revision, etc. It is evident
that of all musicipal officers, the clerk,
with his ever-increasing duties, receives
the lowest 1emuneration. The legisla-
ture, though they are constantly imposing
new duties and fixing greater penalties on
clerks, have never considered the very low
remuneration they receive, but leave it to
the councils of the municipalities, who
know very little of the many duties of the
clerk. I should like 1o hear the opinions
of other persons interested as to the best
way to secure legislation to remedy this
matter.

Yours, etc.,

TownsHIP CLERK.




ENGINEERING DEPARTMENT.

A. W.CAMPBELL,
P.L.S., C.E,, A.M.C.S., C.E.,

EDITOR,

Municipal Engineering.

Now that the spring is again upon us I
would call the attention of our municipal
authorities to ‘the abominable state of
what we term our public roads.

It is intercsting to note that while some
unimportant differences exist in Euro-
pean countries in the details of manage-
ment and m iintenance of the public roads,
these countries are practically unanimous
in their policy of placing the important
roads under the direct management ot the
general government and of paying the ex-
penses of construction and maintenance
out ot the general funds of the state. The
result has been most salutary. The splen-
did facilities for the moving of travel and
traffic over these improved roads, have
shown the wisdom of placing the import-
ant roads under the care of skilled en-
gineers and workmen, and the object
lesson thus taught has borne fruit in the
wonderful improvement of the provincial
roads, which are maintained under man-
agement of the local authorities.

I have heard Canadian farmers say that
they were opposed to having the public
roads put in charge of civil engineers;
that they had no desire to be “ scientific,”
and were opposed to “scientific ” man-
agement of public roads. T think I have
heard you say this. Let me tell you, in
the most friendly way in the world, that
you cou.ld not, to save your soul, help
being scientific.  You are scientific when
you paint your house, put tallow on your
boots, grease your waggon axle, hone your
razor, smoke your hams, fumigate your
hennery, etc. "That patent incubator of
yours 1s a perfect marvel of science! It is
not wise to think a man is more scientific
than you are simply because he may
know a thing or two in his particular line
of business that you do not. He might
object to your knowledge for the same
reason, for in many things your superior
wisdom makes you more scientific than
he 1s. Besides,your average civil engineer
is likely to be one of the best fellows in
the world ; if he is worth his salt you will
find him wide awake, practical, and inter-
esthg, and with a head full of good sense.
He is always looking for ideas and will
concede your superior knowledge of faru-
Ing and be glad to learn any valuable
thing that you may tell him. lie may
not know much about farming,but he can
show you how to build a road as good as
the bestin the world and one that will
last for forty generations. He will tell
you that it nseds something besides horse-
power, axle grease, and profanity to move
a loaded waggon from farm to market ;
that the harder and smoother your road is
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made the shorter your distance becomes
from farm to town, and that less power
will be required to move your produce.
Did you ever wonder why it is that the
great railroads of the country are con-
stantly improving their road-beds, adopt-
ing improved rails. and employing ** sec-
tion gangs” to constantly keep their
track in the best condition? 1 will tell
you why it is. Years ago it was found
that the cost of running a great railroad

line was decreased by every improvement :

which tended to lessen the grades and
make the track smooth and hard ; and
the best engineering talent in the world
has been employed to bring these rail-
roads to their present condition of excell-
ence. Twenty-five years ago, before the
general adoption of the long solid-faced
stecl rails, the power required to move
the rolling stock was considerably greater
than at present, All due to the improve-
ment of the tracks and road-beds.

The practical improvement is this: a
good road-bed pays ; it saves power,
shortens distance and time, increases
speed, insures comfort and safety, and is,
in whatever way you state it, a good
investment. Now the waggon by which
you haul your loads to market bears the
same relation to the road that the railroad
car bears to the steel track ; the car and
the waggon are both vehicles, and in the
earlier days of railway traffic railway cars
were drawn by horses just as waggons
are drawn upon the common roads, and
just as street cars are now drawn in cities.
The ordinary street car drawn by two
horses weighs 5000 pounds ; the open car
used in summer will seat fifty passengers
weighing 7,000 pounds ; total 12,000
pounds or six net tons, and this load is
drawn by a team at the rate of six miles
an hour without difficulty. The wheels of
your waggon are made round and true;
they turn upon axles as smooth and well
lubricated as those of a car; your horses
are as good as those employed in the
street car service, and you have every
facility for moving large loads quickly and
cheaply, except the single requirement of
a good road. Of course I do not intend
to argue that waggon loads can be hauled
upon a first-class road as cheaply as upon
the steel railway track, but I have shown
you enough to convince you that the
ordinary dirt road is in no way fitted for
your business, and that a wonderful con-
trast exists between such a road and the
well made highways of other countries.

Another thing which your engineer will
teach you is that work to be done cheaply
must be done in a systematic way ; that
the cheapest way to care for a road and
to keep it in repair is to place it in the
charge of some person who will be held
responsible for its condition throughout
the entire year. In your township the
roads are mended or “ worked ” once, or
at the most twice a year, and for the
balance of the year are neglected. Even
wher the warm weather of spring has
dried up a considerable portion of the

road so as to make it fairly passable great
mud holes are found here and there in
which the farmers frequently become

_stuck with heavy loads, causing no end of

delay and trouble. It simply shows the
kind of neglect which exists all over this
country, and which grows out of the in-
efficient, shiitless and irresponsible
methods by which our country roads are
cared for. A chain is no stronger than its
weakest link and a road is little better
than its deepest mud hole. You might
be able to haul a ton of hay over that
dirt road for a mile on either side of this
mud hole and yet your team would be
stuck at this point with a load of half that
size.

This is an important question and one
which most of all concerns the farmer.
Look at it in another way. Suppose that
you and half a dozen of your clear headed
neighbors should form a kind of partner-
ship and make a contract with all the
other farmers in your county by which you
should be required for a period of ten
years to do all the hauling of farm produce
between country and town. You will find
that under present conditions you will
have to feed and care for 10,000 horses
every day; that you will have 5.000
waggons to keep in repair, besides an
immense number of harnesses ; that you
will be required to hire a great number of
drivers ; that your bill for horse feed,
harnesses, repairs, blacksmithing, etc.,
etc,, would be a constant and enormous
drain upon your resources, and that for
several months in each year your work
would be done at an enormous loss.
Suppose that you should sit down with
your co-partners for the purpose of de-
vising a way for cmrtailing expenses and
making the business profitable. Clearly
enough the first question in order would
be that of reducing the number of horses
and hired help and of devising some way
by which more and quicker trips could be
made and larger loads hauled between
farm and market. There is one way in
which this could be done and which
stands prominently above all others, and
I will leave you to consider what that is.
Every county is a kind of partnership
corporation, in which we all hold more or
less stock, and in which as intelligent
citizens it is our duty to devise means for
carrying on the business with as little loss
and as much gain as possible.

Samples of water should be examined
from time to time, and where condemned
as being unpotable, the well should be
filled in.

FE p

The keeping of swine should not be
tolerated in thickly settled towns or vil-
lages. They are not only a nuisance to
the neighborhood in which they are located
but they often prove dangerous to the
public health. Town councils should
pass stringent laws to prohibit the keeping
of swine in towns and villages.
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Koads and Roadmaking.

Highway Culverts.
v.

The question as to what kind of material
is the best for building culverts is one
which is at present engaging the attention
of municipal authorities.

During the past few years the use of
vitrified pipe for culverts under country
roads has grown enormously, and at the
present time culvert pipe has almost
entirely displaced the old box culverts of
timber, formerly so commonly in use.
Although its first cost is usually a little
more than timber in the long run itis
always found to be cheaper because of the
lasting qualities of the pipe and its con-
venience in laying. Timber culveits are
continually getting out of order ; constant
watching and frequent repairs being
needed to keep them in a serviceable con-
dition, and at the best they will last only a
few years, while well-burned vitrified pipe
of the proper thickness, once properly
laid, needs no further repairs, and experi-
ence shows that it will last for a great
number of years.

The too-common way of laying culvert
pipe has been to dig a trench, put the
pipe in carelessly and cover it up. This
is wrong. The bottom of\the trench
should be rounded out to fit, as nearly as
possible, the body of the pipe from the
lower surface up to the horizontal centre
line ; then cut little depressions in the
bottom of the trench to fit the sockets, so
that when the pipe is laid its entire lower
surface, from end to end, will rest solidly
on the ground.” When the ground is soft
or sandy this cannot be done, but the
same result may be obtained by carefully
ramming the loose earth under and
around the lower surface of each section
of pipe, up-to its horizontal centre line,
after it is placed in position. ~When this
is done properly it is a matter of no con-
sequence how high the bank is above the
pipe, for it cannot be broken by the weight
of the earth.  If the face of the bank is
solid and not likely to cave or slide the
end pipe needs no protection other than
to secure a firm rest for their lower sur-
face. Sometimes the earth will be found
hard enough to obtain this without protec-
tion ; it not, then a bulk head of some sort
should be made to receive the end of the
pipe. If, however, from the heavy rains or
overflows, the bank is liable to be under-
mined, then this parapet wall should be
extended up high enough to give the
desired protection. This bulkhead may
ordinarily be built of plank, as its object
is merely to keep the end section of the
pipe in its proper position, but stone or
brick is better. The joints should be put
together with good cement, plenty Of it,
and not much sand in the mixture ; care
should be taken that the inside of each
joint is scraped out when cemented, in
order that no loose cement will be left
projecting into the pipe, which, when it

hardens, will help to check the discharge.

In northern latitudes, where severe cold
prevails, the culvert should have a good
fall, and be so constructed that it will
drain itself, for if the pipe is allowed to
stand partly full of water, as would be the
case wnere the outlet of the culvert was so
low as to admit of back water, the expan-
sion of the water in freezing is liable to
burst the pipe, it the water rises in it more
than enough to half fill it.

When the capacity of one pipe is not
sufficient, two or more may be laid side
by side. This practice is quite common
and there is an advantage in it, in that the
water would not need 10 rise so high to
utilize the full capacity of the pipes, but
they should be placed far enough apart to
secure a solid bed for each pipe.

1 have aimed to give, in a general way,
the main points to be considered, neces-
sarily leaving much to the discretion and
judgment of the engineer in charge of the
work, but we do ‘urge the importance of
tw~ things, viz.,, use only the best culvert
pipe, and use ordinary care in putting it
in. If you do this the result can safely be
left to take care of itself. Don’t use
inferior or second class pipe or common
sewer pipe and expect the best results
from it. =

Streets and Street Pavements.

A street in a city or town where the
best ordered modern devices for promot-
ing the comfort, convenience and health
of the inhabitants have been introduced,
should provide upon and beneath its sur-
face,first,for theaccommodation of ordinary
travel and traffic, second, for a drainage
of the surface and subsoil, third, for con-
veying away the facial and liquid refuse,
called sewerage, and fourth,for conducting
water and gas to the inhabitants.

A few suggestions inregard to sewerage

will not be probably out of place before-

proceeding with the description of street
pavements. The importance of sewers in
their relation to the health of a people
cannot well be overrated. Those of
ancient times were generally designed to
receive or convey away both the facial
refuse and surface water, and those of
some of the best sewered cities of the pre-
sent day have been planned and construct-
ed with the same object in view.
In districts where sewecrage is used
for enriching the land the question of its
-separation from the rain fall may be an
important one. On the other hand the
surface drainage of streets that are closely
built up, or where the traffic is heavy, is
quite as impure intime of moderate rain
fall as any sewerage, and it might be un-

“wise to allow all of it to flow directly into

the fresh water courses of the neighbor-
hood in localitics where the purity of these
streams could be preserved by passsing it
into the sewers, inasmuch as sewers are or
should be water tight, as otherwise the
contamination of the surrounding soil and
consequently of the atmosphere by leak-

age would be the certain result. They in

no sense, when properly constructed, act
as'drains by lowering the subsoil level.
In well paved streets very little of the rain
fall is absorbed by the soil, but finds its
way into the sewers or other channels pro-
vided for it, and were it not for the un-
paved areas, including back yards and un-
improved lots,the question of drainage-ing
the soil in buiit up streets would not per-
haps possess great importance,especially if
the soil be of a sandy or gravelly charac-
ter. It has been shown in Great Britain
from carefully prepared statistics that the
death rate from pulmonary diseases was
reduced fifty per cent. by sewering certain
towns in such a manner as to lower the
subsoil water by drainage, while in other
towns sewered with impervious pipes
throughout, with no provision for drainage,
there was no decrease in the death rate
from consumption. Some provisions for
subterranean drainage should therefore be
made without using the sewers for that
purpose, although the laying of sewers
alone by cutting through the various im-
pervious strata invariably results in the
drainage of the surrounding earth to a
greater or less degree. Itis easy in con-
structing the sewers to arrange an effective
system of subsoil drainage, generally at a
moderate cost: by adopting one of the
following plans .

1st. The method of perforated inverts
gives, when the invert blocks are laid, a
series of continual channels in the lower
portion of the sewer. The joints between
the invert blocks are left open on the sides
and bottom, but are closely filled and
pointed with mortar between the sewer and
the longitudinal channels to prevent the
escape of sewage into the latter.

2nd. Make the foundations of the sewer

[tself serve the purpose of a blind drain by

forming it of well compacted, broken
stone, and place on either side a vertical
layer of straw, hay, or fine brush to pre-
vent the choking of the drain with soil.

3rd. Make a blind on each side of the
sewer by filling in with broken stone or a
mixture of stone and coarse gravel instead
of ordinary soil.

County Poor Houses.

Session after session county councillors discuss
the advisability of erecting a house of refuge for
indigents of the county. The feeling in favor of
such an institution is gaining strength throughout
the counties where poor hcuses have not yet been
established.  The following from the Mai/ brings
to public notice the state of affairs existing in one
of the eastern counties: ‘‘ Poverty has brought
more of the inmates of the Peterborough jail into
custody than crime. A report has consequently
been made by the Ontario inspector of prisons
which requires the county either to build a separ-
ate ward for these destitute persons or provide a
poor house In the event of the former sugges-
tion being adopted the counts must pay the entire
cost, but should they build a poor house the On-
tario Government will contribute one-tourth of
the outlay. It has been a frequent complaint that
rural municipalities do not provide for their poor,
but either ship them to the cities or put them into
jails. The Government will o well to insist upon
a reform.” :

TRy e vy premr—
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Water Supply.

Water Waste.
111,

In this country the question of water
waste prevention has been onsidered by
the Water Commissioners only within
the last ten or fifteen years But it
has DOW 1In our large cities become a
question of vital importance. = The
present water systems of many cities
were laid out in times when the population
was much more scattered, and the amount
used per capita much less than the present
minimum allowance; and as a consequence
a supply that was calculated to furnish
?bundance for 75,000 inhabitants has
failed to satisfy the demand of 40,000.
The result is not entirely due to the fact
that the people now use more water than
they formerly did, but it is largely on
account of the amount wasted. The
dmount that is sufficient (including the
water used in the manufacture and cook-
Ing of his food) is usually stated by author-
Ities as forty gallons per day per capita.
Ihe statistics for the year 1889 show that
the average amount used in cities with
OVer 10,000 inhabitants is about sixty gal-
lons per day per capita.

he waste may be considered to consist
of, first, aslipin the pumps which in-
creases the apparent waste but by which
No water is lost.  This amount is usually
very small, and with good pumps does not
exist. Second,errors caused by the record-
Ing apparatus of mecters. These should
be discovered and corrected by testing the
meters every few years. The usual effect
15 to make the amount used appear smaller
than it is. Third, leaks in mains and at
hydrants and valves. These can be dis-
covered by the use of a waterphone or
large inferential meter. Large leaks in
the mains are usually very noticeable, even
above ground, and there is nothing like
hot lead to stop them. Fourth, the largest
and most difficult to check are those l aks
caused by bad plumbing, poor fixtures. or
leaving the faucet open “so as to have the
water handy in the morning.”  Streams of
water are not, as many pcople belicve a
safeguard against the entrance of sewer
gas. The gas finds it much easier to
enter through a trap into which water is
dr_xppmg than through the same trap filled
with still water,

That this waste is enormous I have
tn.ed to show ; that it s unnecessary you
will probably admit ; that it should be
stopped appears reasonable! Which
method of doing this is best is largely de-
pendent on circumstances. In the old
country, inspection of the premises'seems
to work very well, but here, upon the free
soil of Canada, even the foreigners object
to such treatment. Metering the supply
and charging each man with what he gets
8lves better satisfaction than any other
scheme proposed.

; Where meters are to be tried, the fol-
Owing questions are usually asked: will
the knowledge that the water is paid for

lead to its too restricted use? Can this
be reniedied by a minimum rate? Would
tenants fix the plumbing ?  Would meters
make house inspection unnecessary ?
How many inspectors would be required ?
What would be the expense? Should the
city pay for the meters? Would the in-
terest on the outlay be more than the cost
of the existing extra plumbing? Should
fittings be stamped ?

In answer to these questions I can say:
the understanding that water is paid for
leads to a more economical use. In but few
cases has it been considered expedient
to establish a minimum amount for the
water bill. The saving of water has usu-
ally been effected by replacing poor fix-
tures by good, and placing all fixtures
in running order rather than by cut-
ting down the amount of water used. The
question of inspection must be decided
according to circumstances; one man can
read and repair 500 meters each quarter of
the year; thus a much smaller force will
be required than for house inspection.
The inspectors should always report loca-
tion ot suspected leaks or waste, and
should be competent to examine the sus-
pected premises if the owner desires.
A case occurred in Grand Rapids, Mich.,
last year where a leak in a pipe in a green,
house was discovered, through which
4.500.0c0 gallons a year were escaping into
the sewer with the knowledge of the
owners.

Who should pay for the meters? ~is a
subject upon which there has been con-
siderable discussion.  Sometimes tie
owner puts a meter in at his own expense,
but the most satisfactory course is for the
city to furnish, set, and repair all wmeters.

Whether it 1s cheaper to pump the
water now wasted or to put in meters can
best be shown by supposing that a city
estimates the loss of water at 2.000,000
gallons a day, which can be saved by put-
ting in 1,000 meters, other losses not be-
ing considered. The meters cost on an
average $20 each,making a total annual in-
terest on outlay of $1,000. The repair bill at
fifty cents a meter would be $500. The sal-
ary of tvomen to read and repair the
meters would be $r1,200 a year. Clerical
work would be no greater than where the
people pay a certain rate for each fixture.
Hence the total cost of meters would be
$2,700. On the other side, to pump
1,000,000 gallons costs from $6 to $12,de-
pending on price of coal and distance
water is pumped.  Suppose we pay $8 for
e ch 1,000,000 gallons, then we find that
2.000,000 gallons a day would cost
$5.840, or over twice what it would cost to
save this amount by putting in meters.
He would be an exceedingly poor busi-
ness man who would nort pay fifty cents to
save a dollar. The city would be much
more foolish to expend one dollar of the
peop'e’s money to buy them fifty cents
worth of goods.

As it is impossible to furnish the people
“water as free as air” it would be the duty
of the water board to see that every person

gets all that he pays for, andthat the
people are not charged an exceedingly
high rate. A reduction in the price of a
few cents for a thousand gallons of water
will gladden the heart of many a poor
washerwoman, and leave many a working-
man more money to invest in luxuries
more dear to his heart than bubbling
water.

§laq vs. Fees.

The system of paying public officers by fees
instead of by salary is wrong for several reasons :
1st, By the fee system the officer generally seems
to think that he has to do very little to earn the
fees he gets, that they are his by a sort of political
right, whereas those paid by salary generally have
to earn their pay. 2nd, Those paid Ly fees often
receive out of the pockets of the people far more
than the service rendered calls for, and very little
check can be had over them, as the public very
seldom know what they are paying. 3rd, The fee
systewr is not a fixed rate of remuneration for a
given servics not opea to abuse, as the officer ap-
pointed may often overcharge, very few of the
public being acquainted with the statutes regulat-
ing their charges. 4th, The officer, not himself
doing the work, farms it out to others at the
lowest possible cost to himself, the result being
that the work of the office is ofien very improperly
done, to the annoyance, loss of time, and expense
of the public.

A councillor for the Township of Cramahe, who
was elected in January, was unseated because of
being a bondsman for a tax collector last year.

The Barrie Council have decided to bury no
more paupers. All subjects, whose friends do not
assume charge of their burial will be handed over
to the Inspector of Anatomy, to be by him for-
warded to the Medical Schools, as provided for
by the Anatomy Act.

Councils generally have to borrow money from
banks to carry on their affairs each year. Some
business men do the same, but not if they are
wise and can help it. We think it would not be
difficult to accumulate money enough to keep
ahead of obligations and always have funds to
meet expenses. A certain sum is ra'lsed every
year. Ifa municipality could get alittle ahead
it would save the bank interest, which is generally
a big item.

Township councils have now the power to
abolish entirely the statute labor system, under
which, everybody will admit road-making Las
been a huge farce. As the London ZFree Press
says, it is to be hoped that some of our advanced
rurul municipalities will break the ice in abclish-
ing this fossil statute labor system and raise the
money for building and repairing roads by the
usual method of taxirg.

The township of Rochester has abolished its
by-law imposing a dog tax. This is done to let
the township out of paying damages for sheep:
killed by dogs. Parties getting sheep killed would
sometimes swear that the animals were worth far’
more than they actually were, and the township-
would have to foot the bill. If a farmer has
sheep or other animals killed in Rochester nowy
he will have to come on t ie owner of the dog.

Kingston City Council has been badly affected
by politics. The Liberals and Conservatives
banded themselves together with the result of a
tie and deadlock. It was a long time before the
civic committees were struck, whereas in most
other municipalities of the provinee the commit-
tees had already done a considerable share of work.
At a recent meeting the ‘members discussed the
late Sir John Macdonald and Mr. Mowat, and
charged each other with being renegudes to their
party, in a way which must have been highly edi-
fying to all who attended the Council to see the
city’s business transacted. The struggle to get
possession of the spending commirtees perhaps
tells the secret of the interest politicians feel in
municipal affairs. A Council run on party lines
should be especially watched by the ratepayers.
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Legal Decisions.

BERNERDIN VS. MUNICIPALITY OF

DUFFERIN,

NORTH

This was an interesting case from Man-
itoba, heard and decided by the Supreme
Court of Canada at a recent sittings. G.,
in answer to an advertisement, tendered
for a contract to build a_bridge for the
municipality of North Dufferin, and his
tender was accepted by a resolation of
the Municipal Council. No by-law was
passed, authorizing G. to do the work, but
the bridge was built and partly paid for,
but a balance remained unpaid, for which
B., to whom (. had assigned the contract,
notice of the assignment having been
given to the council in writing, brought
an action. This balance had been gar-
nisheed by a creditor of G., but the only
defence urged to.the action was that there
was no contract under seal, in the absence

“of which the corporation could not be
held liable. At the trial there was pro-
duced a document, signed by G., purport-
ing to be the contract for the building of
the bridge. It had no seal, and was not
signed by any officer of the municipality.
It was held, reversing the judgment of
the Manitoba Court of Queen’s Bench,
that the work, having been performed,
and the corporation having accepted it,
and enjoyed the benefit thereof, they
could not now be permitted to raise the
defence that there was no liability on
them because there was no contract under
seal.

VILLAGE OF NEW HAMBURG VS. COUNTY
OF WATERLOO.

Judgment on appeal by the defendants
from the judgment of Ferguson J., in
favor of the plaintiffs in an action,brought
under 53 Vic., ch. 50, section 40 (o), to
compel the defendants to maintain a
bridge built by the plaintffs over the
River Nith, otherwise Smith’s Creek,
where it flows through the village of New
Hamburg, along Huron stieet. The
principal question was whethgr the river
in question came within section 534 of the
Municipal Act, as being a stream over a

hundred feet wide, and to solve this ques-

tion it was necessary to determine whether
the measurement was to be from the top
of one bank to the top of the opposite
bank, or whether it was to be at the
average high water mark, as the appel-
lants contended, or how otherwise. The
court held that the evidence did not
support the finding of the learned fudge ;
that the proper way to measure the stream
was across the natural channel. If the
plaintiffs think that they can establish that
the width of the stream crossed by the
bridge in question, ascertained in the way

pointed out, is over 100 feet, they may
have a mew trial on payment of costs,
electing to take it within ten days ; other-
wise their action will be dismissed with
costs

M‘KELVIN VS, CITY OF LONDON.

Judgment on motion by the defendants
the city of London and the defendants
Colwell to set aside the verdict and judg-
ment for the plaintiff for $250 in an action
for damages for negligence tried before
Macmahon, T, and a jury at London, and
to enter a non-suit or for a new trial. The
injury to the plaintiff occurred while he
was driving a horse and sleigh on the
highway at the corner of Palace street and
Princess avenue, in the city of London,
the runner of his sleigh coming in conrtact
with a large boulder which had been
placed there by the defendant Colwell,
the plaintiff’s horse and sleigh being over-
turned and the plaintiff thrown from his
sleigh, and in his endeavor to raise his
horse, then lying on its side, he sustained
a fracture of the right leg. ~ The principal
contention of the detendants was that the
damages were too remote. The court
agreed with the trial judge that the dam-
ages were not too remote and dismissed
the motions of both defendants with costs
to the plaintifft. The deferdants, the city
of London, to have no costs in the Divi-
sional Uourt against the defendant, Col-
well.

JONES VS. THE CORPORATION OF
TOWN OF PORT ARTHUR.

THE

This was a motion to continue an
inspection restraining the defendants from
passing a by-law, providing for the raising
of $5,000 for the purpose of purchasing
real estate for the use of the corporation.
The real estate, when purchased, was to
be presented to the Dominion (overn-
ment for the purposes of a site for the
post office and custom house.  Although
this fact was not stated on the face of the
by-law, the by-law had been submitted to
the ratepayers and passed by a small
majority, but had not had its final reading
by the council. Tt was hecld that the
corporation had no power to pass a by-law
for the purchase of land to be devoted to
the above purpose, and that the words
“‘for the use of the corporation,” used in
sub-section 1, of section 479, of chapter
184, of the Revised Statutes of Ontario,
1887, do not mean merely “for the benefit
of,” and that although the by-law was not
bad on its face, the proper way to draw a
by law is to state on its face the purpose
of it. :

A very singular case has been before
the courts for some time, and it will be
probably many months before we Kear the
end of it. As it contains points ot con-
siderable interest, we give the story as far
as it has gone at present. Three prominent
men of Waterford, Ontario, built a block

of business premises on the main street of '

that town.  The boundaries of the street
had not been definitely decided, but when
they were it was found that the new block
encroached some six feet upon the street.
The awners of the building were pro-
ceeded against for allowing a nuisance
and were fined. They appealed, but the
result was an order to remove the
“nuisance ” within three months. This
they failed to do, and the county judge
allowed a writ of de nocumento amovendo
to issue, which enjoined the sheriff to pull
down the projecting part of block at the
owners’ cost. The barrister in charge of
the owners’ interests held that the county
judge had not the power to issue this
curious writ, but that it was a matter for
the High Court. Fe succeeded in obtain-
ing a writ of cerfiorari during the recent
term, so that proceedings were stayed on
account of the irregularity, and will pro-
ceed during the ensuing term to apply for
a rule z/si whereby the present procecd-
ings will be quashed. The case gains
interest from the fact that the writ of de
nocumento amovendo is said t2 be the fust
that bas been issued for a hundred years.
The matter may still be brought before the
High Court, and if so, the owners are
liable to a fine of almost any amount, and
repeated fines until the “nuisance” com-
plained of is removed. There secems to he
a difference as to the term which may be
applied to an encroachment upon adjoin-
ing property, for there is a case recorded
in which, by a mistake, a house was
erected with one side wall, just its thick-
ness, nine inches, on the adjoining lot.
In this case the owner was procecded
against, not for a * nuisance,” but simply
for encroachment, and when the sheriff
was ordered to tear down the wall he
found he could not do so without injury
to that part of the house touching the wall
on the other side, and clearly within the
lot of the house-owner. I[le had no right
to enter upon the lot or touch anything
therein, and so far as we have been able
to discover, the matter had to bhe left in
this state.—[ Canadian Architect.

The following from ““ The Canada Law
Journal,” of the 16th March, 1892, we
think is worth reproducing :— * The
Leguslative mill of Ontario is again grind-

ing out alterations to various acts and.

alterations and altered amendments
thereof, and especially in reference to the
subjects so dear to those of the rural
population namely, assessment law, and
municipal matters generally. There are
already a score of these before the House
for consideration. We have heard noth-
ing lately of the proposition for a
biennial session. 1t is doubtful whether
there will ever be a government strong
enough to suggest such a change ; but
it would be a great saving of expense
to the country, and would allow people
time to see the working of a law before a
dozen so-called amendments knock it
into “pi.”
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QUESTION DRAWER.

SuBSCRIBERS only are entitled to opinions through the
paper on all questions submtted if they pertain to munici-

pal matters. Write each question on a separate paper on
one side or ly, r

%

. J. C.—Whatis meant by ““local improvements”
in §3 V}c. Chap. 55 Sec. 1? “An act respecting
exemptions from municipal assessments.” Please
answer 1n next number,

Such public improvements as benefit the
lands in a particular locality, the cost or
expense of the construction of which is to
be paid and borne only by the owners of
the lands benefitted thereby ; such cost
or expense being assessed and levied
against said lands according to the amount
of benefit derived by each parcel of land
from the making of such improven.ents.
Public works coming under the head of
local improvements are of various kinds.
We refer our correspondent, for example,
tosection 612 ef seg. of the Municipal Act,
and to the drainage clauses of the same
act,

E. G.—School Act 1891, Sec. 8z, provides for
appeal to county council regarding alteration,
eic., of school sections. As there are no county
councils in the districts of Muskoka and Parry
Sound, to whom would the parties appeal ?

There is no provision made for an ap-
peal in the case mentioned.  Section 41
of the Public School Act, sub-sections 1
and 2, provide for the formation and alter-
ation ot school sections in unorganized
townships, and sub-section 2 provides
also that no such section shall in length
or breadth exceed five miles in a straight
line. Section 42 exempts from the pay-
ment of rates for school purposes any
person whose place of residence is at a
distance of more than three miles in a
dicect line from the site of the school-
house, urless a child of such ratepayer
shall attend the school.

WROXETER.—When does the open season com-
mence for speckled or brook trout ?

Speckled trout, first day of May.

PeLee —Can the clerk of a township legally hold
the office of commissioner in drainage works, or
be appointed (o the office of engineer to carry out

tAhe provisions of the Ditches and Watercourses
ct?

We are of opinion that he could not—
the two offices seem incompatable. 1If the
clerk were receiving remuneration for his
services as engineer or commissioner in
drainage, we hardly see how he could make

the declaration of office in the statutory
form.

PARRY Sounp, T. U.—I would like to know
'hro‘}g_h the columns of your paper what course a
- municipality has to take to set aside the pro-
visions made in the statutes for the dog tax. Must
action be taken by the ratepayers first by petition,

if so,’ how many signatures are necessary in the
case ?

(2) T would also like to be informed if it is
compulsory on a council to return a list of all
lands in arrears for taxes to the sheriffs in these
districts, or can the council retain them in the
hands of their own collector from one year to
another, and add the amount of arrears to the
next roll? The sale of iands for taxes, in these
districts, does not seem to be productive of any

g00q results except to create a revenve for the
sheriff,

(3) On the 15th our council received the
collector’s report of uncollected taxes, and there
was about $270 still uncollected of 1891, and
about half of it was very doubtful, but the
collector had good hopes of the other half if he
had further time. [he council determined to
return the doubtful ones 1o the sheriff, and retain
the others until the issue of the next collector’s
roll, if any remained unpaid until then; and if so
to add the arrears to the new roll with 10% for
costs and interest The business was done by by-
law ; I would like to know if it 1s legal ?

(r) Section z of Chap. 214, R.S. O,
1887, defines the course to be pursued in
this case ; there does not appear to be any
special mode provided of bringing the
matter before the county council. It
could be done either by petition or through
the municipality’s representatives.

(2) Sections 1, 4 and following sec-
tions of Chap: 17, Ont. Stat., 1889, if re-
ferred to by our correspondent, will fully
answer this question.

(3) It is the collector’s duty, before re-
turning his roll, to realize the amount of
unpaid taxes in any year by distress of the
goods and chattels of delinquents, as pro-
vided in the Assessment Act, and should
only return as uncollectable the amount
of the taxes in this way. We cannot find
any statutory authority for the passing ot
the by law referred to by our correspondent.

T. C.—In this village, the G. T. R. runs north
of village; about forty rods south of R. R. are
portions of the farms, but all Jaid out in village
lots, many built on. The farins to 18t concession
are all in village. Can council assess the vacant
lots as village lots, or must they be assessed
as farm property, part of their farms yet unsold?

If we could assess them as village lots the own-
ers would sooner sell them, and at more reason-
able prices.

If the portions of the farms laid out into
village lots are still unimproved as village
lots, and are.used and worked by the
owners as part of their farms, we think
they should be valued and assessed as
farming lands. There would be no harm n
describing the lands on the assessment
roll by their village lot number.

CouNciLLORS—(1) Have we as a council power
to give a grant to the telephone company to as-
sist them to bring the telephone into our village,
that is, independent of the ratepayers, or, in other
words, without the voice of the peaple ?

(2) The other question is this : Can we as a
council give a grant to the trusiees of our
school without their asking for it, that is, if we as
a council wish to, aud agree to doso ?

The reason that I ask the last question is that
our school is a union, and when the assessnrs made
their award they gave the township part of the
section one quarter of the trustee levy, wlen the
one-fifth was their just proportion. Canwe asa
council make up to the township part of the section
by giving a grant to the trustees ?

(1.) No: " (2.) No.

Essex.—(1.) Ten years ago this municipality
constructed some special drains, and issued and
sold debentures for the full amount of the work,
while the work was done by contract for $242
less than the estimate.

Can the ratepayers whose property the tax was
levied upon, recover back their proportion of the
surplus with interest, either as cash or rebate of
taxes ?

(2 )—Who is recponsible, the council as a cor-

- porate body or individually, for not enforcing a

contract after bonds had been taken for the proper
fulfilment of a contract let by public competition ?

A special drain estimated at $1,260. A section
was sold at public auction for $106 ; estimate of
this secticn was $260. Bonds taken, and after
a portion of the work was done $40 was paid on
it. The contractor failed to go on and complete
the work, and neither the council nor engineer
asked the bondsman to goon and complete the
work, but the council went on and resold the
work for the full estimate.

This by-law requires the engineer to enter into
bonds for $900, also allows 40% of the contract to
be kept back from the contractor till the work is
accepted.

Now who is responsible for the damage sus-
tained, the ratepayers whose lands are specially
benetitted and are so levied for the work over and
above the general rates of the township, or the
engineer, or the councillors who went on and
resold the work ?

It is certain that the ratepayers are not to blame
through any fault on their part, yet they are taxed
for it all the same.

(3.)—I buy a farm in 1886. I pay a lawyer to
search tke title. He gets a certificate from st eriff
and county treasurer stating that there is nothing
recorded against the said lands.

In August, 1891, a loan is effected. Another
search made with like results. But in the fall of
1891, when the tax collector calls, thereis an
item of $45.51 arrears of taxes.

Is there any redress, and against whom ?

(1) Assuming that the drains were
constructed under the drainage claims of
the Municipal Act, the council may from
time to time amend the by-law already
passed for the construction of the drainage
works to refund the surplus (if any) to the
then owners of the land, pro rata, accord-
ing to the original assessment. See Mun-
icipal Act, sec, 573, sub-sec. 1.

(2) We consider that the engineer
who appears to have béen appointed com-
missioner to let and superintend the con-
structions of the drainage works, responsi-
ble for the proper carrying out of their
agreements by the contractors.

(3) We de not consider the subject mat-
ter of this question of general interest to
municipal officers, and think our corres-
pondent had better consult some legal
practitioner in his neighborhood.

G. J.—We have a school section which has
two schools about one mile apart. Each school
has only one teacher and admits pupils of all

grades as if it were the only school in the section,
but they are both under one board of trustees.

According to section 109 of the Public Schools
Act of 1891, are the trustees emitled to $r150 or
$200 from the township funds? The council
gave the trustees $150, but they claim $200.
Kindly answer in your next issue and oblige.

T'he section of the Public Schools Azt
referred to enacts that the municipal
council of every township shall levy and
collect, in due manner provided, the sum
of $100 at least for every public school
therein in which a public school has been
kept open the ‘whole year exclusive of
vacations. The instance mentioned by
our correspondent does not appear to be
excepted from the operation of the above,
and we, therefore, think the township
council should have raised for and paid
over to each school the sum of $1oo.

At the last meeting of the Trenton council, a
resolution was introduced showing that the salar-
ies of the servants of the corporation were the
same as had been paid when times were good,
and the town prosperous, and that owing to the
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general financial depression and the difficulty
the business men and the citizens had to pay
their taxes, that it was desirable to economize
in the item of salaries.

A resolution then fixed salaries for the com-
bined offices of (1) clerk and police wagistrate, (2)
for the town treasurer, who was also to act as
the receiver of taxes, (3) for the chief of police
who was to act as sanitary inspector, and assistant
to the treasurer, and (4) for the sub-constables’
salary.

Before the motion was put by the mayor a point
of order was raised, that notice of intention to
bring in this resolution should have been given.
The mayor decided that the point was well taken,
and he was requested to point out the law and rule
on which he based his decision. In explanation,
the mayor said that he considered notice of the
resolution shculd have been given and wasof opin-
ion that certain portions of the resolution proposed
illegal things. A vote on the motion, appealing
from the ruling of the mayor was taken, when his
decision was sustained.

Will you kindly state in your valuable paper
whether the ruling of the mayor was correct or
not. There is nothing in our by-laws which
covers the point, nor in fact dealing with notices
of motion. Wil you kindly state what line there
is between motions which™ require notices, and
those which do not, and also if parliamentary rul-
ings and usages should govern when the Ly-laws
and regulations do not lay down what should be
done?

We are not aware of, nor can we find
that any “resolution” of a municipal
council before being considered and
passed, required previous notice of the
mover’s intention to introduce it. The
council’s action, however, in the matter
iu the case mentioned by our correspon-

_dent was, in effect, the postponement of

the consideration of the matter before
them, which they had power to do.

H. M. Our school#house was burnt last Jar.u-
ary ; the school board, composed of six members
has unanimously decided to rebuild said school
house, tenders were asked for, contract was let
to the lowest bidder, work is going to start im-
mediately. A demand was made on the own
council to raise either by debentures or otherwise,
money to complete the work, less insurance re-
ceived by the company. It appears now the
Council do not feel disposed to raise the money,
unless the votes of the ratepayers are taken. Can
they do so, and if the majority of the votes de-
cide contrary to our request, how will money be
raised to pay contractor for his work.

The council can refuse to raise or bor-
row the sum required, but if requested to
do so by the board of trustees must sub-
mit the question to the vote of the electors
of the municipality who are supporters of
public schools in the manner provided by
the Municipal Act for the creating of debts.
See sections 116 and 117 of the Public
Schools Act. If the vote of the electors
be adverse to the raising of the money
required, since the trustees are in
duty bound to furnish the necessary
school accommodation,the renting of prem-
ises for the purpose would seem to be the
only alternative. The contract for build-
ing should not have been let by the board
until they knew that they could obtain the
money necessary to pay the contractor,

G. A.—Inthe year 1891 the cleck of theTown-
ship was engaged at a salary of $100 and nothing
was said in the by-law about extras.  During the
year he was paid extras, however, for selecting

jurors, etc., but the registration fee, as per certifi-
cate of the Registrar General, the council now re-
tuse to pay on the ground that none of the pre-
ceding clerks were paid for this extra work, and

that custom was law in this case. The clerk in
question did more work than previous clerks to
have the law complied with, ana more than twice
the registrations were made in his year than for-
merly. The question is, can the clerk legally
collect this registration fee? An early answer
will oblige.

We are of opinion that the clerk can
legally collect his fees for the registration
of births, marriages and deaths in his
township, in addition to his salary of $100.
See section 3o of Chap. 40, R.5..0, 1887.

CoLLECTOR.—I am ocollector of taxes, in an
incorporated village.

Mr. A, lives on lot No. 14, King street, for
which he is assessed. He is also assessed for lot
No. 10, Murray street, which he does not own,
but has rented for village purposes.

Can T seize on his personal property on lot No.
14, King street, for the taxes of lot No. 10, on
Murray street ?

Yes.—See section 124 of the Assess-
ment Act, sub-section 1. Mr. llarrison,
in note “0” to this subsection, states that
“If the distress be made on the g ‘ods and
chattles of the person,” who ought to pay
the taxes, “ it may be made on his goods
and chattels in his possession, although
not on the assessed premises, provided
made within the county,” and cites the
case of Anglin vs. Minis, as authotity.

A.H.—One of the collectors for the year 1891,
left the township, leaving $7.20 uncol ected on a
property that has no resident at the present time,
but there is plenty of property to distrain.

Can the council employ another person to
collect the same, or mustthey come at thesureties,
for his neglect of duty ?

We cannot return it to the county treasurer, to
enter it against the land, the collector not having
made the required statutory declaration.

If the collector in d -fault lelt the township
before the final return of bis roll, we are
of opinion that the council have the right
to appoint some other person to continue
the collection of the taxes in his stead.
Sce section 133 of the Assessment Act.
If the collector had made a final return of
his roll the council has 1its remedy against
the defaulters’ sureties. See section 231
of the same act

CLERK.—A party who has been a supporter of
separate school for a number of years, (but with-
drew during the last year) and during the period
that he was a supporter, a debenture debt was
created to build schools. As the owner has leased
his farm to a party who isnot a separate school
supporter, is the tenzant liable to be rated for said
debenture debt ?

(2) A number of years ago a company was
formed, which I believe now has no existence,
bought land and formed a road. The municipal
council have never performed statute labor nor
assisted in any way to make the road. Is the
road assessable and could it be put on non-resi-
dent roll to be sold for arrears of taxes? (The
road has not been finished.) :

(1.) The lands of the party are still
liable for the payment of their proportion-
ate share of the debenture debt created to
build schools, while the party was a sup-
porter of separate schools. See section
47 Separate Schools Act. The tenant or
occupant shall be deemed and taken to be
the person primarily liable for the payment
of school rates, and . tor determining
whether such rates shall be applied to
public or separate school purposes,notwith-
stand any agreement otherwise, between
the owner and tenant, asto payment of
taxes.See section 51 of the same act.

(2) Iftheroad was not dedicated to and
used by the public, and assumed by the
council as a highway, and does not
come under the definition of a road or
highway contained in scction 1 of the
Municipal Act, and especially since we
gather that the road was not completed
within the time limited in sections
79 and 8o of the General Road Compan-
ies Act, we think it is assessable as non-
resident land (it there is no owner actually
resident within the municipality) and
liable to be sold in due course for arrears
of tixes. If the road were a toll road, it
would be assessable under the pruvisions.
of chap 54, Out. statutes. 189o.

Mr. E. is reeve of a certain village (incorpo-
rated)and is about to be appoin :ed treasurer for the

public school board.  Would this appointment dis-
qualify him for being reeve next year ?

The fact of Mr. E’'s holding the office
of treasurer of the Public School Board
this year will not affect his qualification an
reeve for next year, provided he resisgns
office as such treasurer prior to next nomi-
nation day.

Boards of Health.

The condition of the public schools is
a most important subject of enquiry.
Formerly it was thought of little moment
what sort of school room the children
occupied, how it was drained or ventilat-
ed, what kind of furniture was in use, or
how the lights and shadows were cast.
But public intelligence has grown on these
points in obedience to modern scientific
progress.

The medical inspection of schools can-
not be too much extended. There are
many things affecting the health of the
young children which do not occur to the
ordinary observer, but at once suggest
themselves to the trained intelligence of a
medical man. In some countrics this
kind of care of the school children goes so
far as the eximination of the eyes and
teeth by experts. A pupil, for instance,
cannot study well, subject to headaches
and growing tendency to nervous disord-
ers and convulsions. How many parents,
or even teachers, would imagine that such
troubles might be properly the care of a
skilled oculist ; that they all may proceed
from stress or derangement of the optic
nerves, and that some little attention
rightly directed might give the boy health
and renewcd power for brain work ?
Yet that is the case. The posture
in which children are allowed to sit
at study is almost of as much con-
sequence as the question whether they

- are exposed to drafts, or compelled to

breathe foul air, or have the light striking
in a wrong direction, tending to injure the
sight. This is a sign of progress, and an
evidence that the health departments are
waking up to the new duties of the com-
mon life, which advancing thought and
discovery make more and more imper-
ative,

——————
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|MPORTANT BOOKS

For Mayors, Reeves, Councillors and Municipal Officers.

The Canadian Lawyers, 2nd Edition

1t contains just what you want to know. It is reliable, being com
piled by a Lawyer in active pract.ce. It is p acucal and coutains
those points arising most frequently in every-day life. 1t contains
over 225 forms which alone aie woith moie than the price of the
book. Price in cloth, $1. 50, in leather, $2.00.

Clark's Magistrates’ Manual, 2nd Edition

614 pages. $3, (leather),

Jones' Magistrates’ Manual

Cloth, $«.00; Hall-calf, $2.75.

To Mayors and Reeves who find it necessary to actasa Magistrate
in their municipalities, these bocks will be lound very useful and
save them the troubie of looking up and interpreting the Statutes
in comphicated cases.

Harrigon’s Municipal Manual, 5th Edition

This book should be on the Council table in every” municipality
in the Province. The note: sand explanations in reference to all
imgortant sectiors of the Municipal Acts make it a valuable
assistant to Councillors who desire to discharge the business of the
municipality in 2ccordance with the true intent and meaning of the
various Acts, with which they have to deal. Price $7.00.

Address all orders to THE MUNICIPAL WORLD,
Box 749, St. Thomas.

W . Powis,

FGA
64 KING ST., EAST, -
CHARTERED EXPERT,

Public Accountant

MUNICIPAL ACCOUNTS A SPECIALTY.

HAMILTON.

AUTHOR OF

“Municipal Finances and Accounts,”
Debentt‘;lxq“z Tables

YEARLY SINKING FUND
OR YEARLY INSTALMENTS

FOR ANY ISSUE OF DEBENTURES.

PRICE $5.00.

ST. THOMAS IRON WORKS

JOSEPH LEA, Propi‘ietor.

Manufacturers of Fire Escapes, Registry Office Iron Shelving, Door and Window Guards.

Jail Fittings,
Fencing,
furnished.

WRITE FOR CATALOGUE

Iron Stairways

Iron Bed Steads, suitable for Houses of Industry, Hospitals, Jails, and other public buildings. Iron
100 designs Estimates on Iron Work for public or private buildings in any part of the Province cheerfully

St. Thomas, Ontario,

Municipal Debentures Wanted.

I am desirous of purchasing any and all

Debentures of Towns, Villages, Townships

As

and Counfies - - :

they are issued (no matter for what purpose), and will pay the very highest prices for them. MIUINICIPAL

OFFICERS will kindly bear this in mind and write me, sending particulars and copy of By-laws, &c., at any time

they are issuing debentures for sale,

I have money to loan on first mortgage at very lowest rates of interest.

GEO. A. STIMSON.

9 Toronto Street, Toronto.
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DOMINION BRIDGE CO., L'TD.

(SUCCESSORS TO TORONTO BRIDGE CO.)

MANUFACTURERS OF For Railways and Highways,
Iron Bridges, Turntables
Iron Piers and Trestles,
Bridge Reds
Right and Left Hand Sleeve Nuts

and all kinds of

Iton and

Structural Iron Work.

Steel Bridges

ST. LAWRENCE RIVER BRIDGE, CANADIAN PACIFIC RAILWAY, LACHINE, P. Q.

The cost of Metal Bridges, for a term of years, is less thaa the cost of building repairing and replacing wooden bridges, and believing the only reason so many bridges are still
built of wood to be that those who are charged with the duty of contracting for them are not aware how little differenee there reallv is in the first cost of a good Iron or Steel Bridge and
a well-built wcoden one, of equal st ength, we are at all times pleased for an opportunity to quote prices to officers of counties, cities and townships, so that they may intelligently com-
pare the cst of metal and wooden bridges. To enable us to name prices closely we need information on the fol owing points: Number of spans and length of each span. Width of
roadway and number and width of footways and sidewalks. Kind of Lumberto be usei for floor joists and plank and its value. Name of nearest R R. Station and distance of
bridge site from station.  Depth of water at ordinaryleve and height of floor above water. Also strength and capacity of bridge required, if any particular strength has been determined
on ; or a general statement as to the nature of travel over the bridgs ; whether on a country road, a well-ballasted turnpike, or located ina village or city, and subject to heavy loads.

WORKS: LACHINE, P.Q. OFFICE: Room No. 4, Windsor Hotel, MONTREAL, P.Q

Address Inquiries in Response to this Advertisement, to

DOMINION BRIDGE COMPANY, LTD., Moutreal, Que.
AIHB[‘i[}B[] Rﬂad MaChine GU.’MANUFACTURERS OF
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We would call the attention of Town and Township Councils, City Engineers, Contractors and Boards of Works, to the
Champion Road Machine, which is one of the most useful machines ever put before the public. :

! No.Town or Township can afford to be without one or more of these machines ; works in any condition of soil, stone no
serious objection. None who see this machine work can fail to see the utility of same. We can furnish the best Solid Steel
Scrapers. and the best Portable Rock Crusher in the market. 'Send for circular, etc.

We are the oldest and largest manufacturers of Road Machines in the United States and Canada ; our unexcelled facilities,
together with our long and varied experience, enable us to make our machines both cheaply. and well, and to fill all orders promptly,

_ We will in the future, as we have in the past, ship our machines on trial, subject to our warranty, and will guarantee
satisfaction in every case. We furnfsh prices with testimonials, etc., on application.

All correspondence, including orders for machines and repairs, should be addressed to

F. L. WRIGHT, Manager AMERICAN ROAD MACHINE COQ., No'24vorkgtose =~

THE JOURNAL, PRINTERS, ST- THOMAS, ONTARIO
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