Technical and Bibliographic Notes / Notes techniques et bibliographiques

The Institute has attempted to obtain the best originii
copy evailable for filming. Features of this copy which
may be bibliographically unigue, which may alter any
of the images in the reproduction, or which may
significantly change the usual method of filming, are
checked below.

Coloured covers/
Couverture de couleur
Covers damaged/
Couverture endommagée

Covers restored and/or laminated/
Couverture restaurée et/ou pelliculée

Cover title missing/
Le titre de couverture manque

D Coloured maps/
Cartes géographiques en couleur

Coloured ink (i.e. other than blue or black)/
Encre de couleur (i.e. autre que bleue ou t.oire)

Coloured plates and/or illustrations/
Planches et/ou illustrations en couleur

Bound with other material/
Relié avec d'autres documents

Tight binding may cause shadows or distortion
El along interior margin/
t.a reliure serrée peut causer de I'ombre ou de la
distorsion le long de la marge intérieure

Blank leaves added during restoration may appear
within the text. Whenever possible, these have
been omitted from filming/

11 se peut que certaines pages blanches ajoutées
lors d’une restauration apparaissent dans le texte,
mais, lorsque cela était possible, ces pages n‘ont
pas été filmées.

Additional comments:/
Commentaires supplémentaires:

This item is filmed at the reduction ratio checked below/

Ce document est filmé au taux de réduction indiqué ci-dessous.

10X 14X 18X

L’Institut a3 microfilmé le meilleur exemplaire qu‘il

lui a été possible de se procurer. Les détails de cet
exemplaire qui sont peut-étre uniques du point de vue
bibliographique, qui peuvent modifier une image
reproduite, ou qui peuvent exiger une modification
dans ta méthode normale de filmage sont indiqués
ci-dessous.

Coloured pages/
Pages de couleur

! | Pages damaged/
| Pages endommagées

Pages restored and/or laminated/
Pages restaurées et/ou pelliculées

ﬁPages discoloured. stained or foxed/
Pages décolorées, tachetées ou piquées

Pages detached/
Pages détachées

@/Showthrough/
Transparence

/
l f Quality of print varies/

| Qualité inégale de I'impression
/
I)/' Continuous pagination/

| Pagination continue
Includes index{es)/
Comprend un {des) index

Title on header taken from:/
Le titre de 'en-téte provient:

Title page of issue/
Page de titre de 1a livraison

Caption of issue/
Titre de départ de la livraison

Masthead/
Générique (périodiques) de la livraison

X 26X 30X

12X 16X 20X

28X 28X 32%




ADVISER

- “LIGHT AND LOVE.” B VRV

VOL. IV TORONTO, OCTOBER 1864. NO. 4-

{CONTENTS. teaches u§ that the word can find a place in even
First Principlos. s o e cooonvoncens «+... 49 | that heart. The thing is so plain that it cannot
The Christion®s HOPE « vv oo e veevens eewnw.50.|be obscored unless by a dishomest effort at
LOVO: coaoracss teeeesene et aeenas 51 | interprétation. The Saviour teaches us that
Church Officors « « cevevécavee sveeeen.o- 53 Satan tikes the seed out of the heart. Then it
Critique 0122“0 “"‘:Y" R SRR gg must have been in the heart. But what is the
For tho “ Adviser® ¢ c oo peeceene teeeenaa 53] 0 s -
Tho Land 35 COMINE « -~ ~ « s v s e e LU 56 | ohject of the devil in taking the seed out of the

Dialogue between an Old and Young Proacher . . o 57

Lovo toJESUB o cvevcooes cociasee saes 58
MyChurch. .ccoeecesscessccce coeees 58
Pootry e v oe o - teseserencacnnen eesss B1
Always Cheerful. . .. » PPN 3 &

BoFUM o cevcece ovscacoacsassrassse b2

Evangelists’ Advioes. « cocoeceasecscacncs 62
For the “ Adviser” «v.veoeevcccccee eevees 83
Obituaries «e-v sccsesococone eeeesnea 63
(O L ceveaean oeenoo B

FIRST PRIN CIPLES.

“ kae priest like people is an adage of old
standing. ¢ The sower went forth to sow” said
Jesus. ‘Some seedf ell on thorny ground, some
on stony ground some on the way side, and
others on good ground. The result varied.
The seed was the samq but the soil was not.
The Sa\ wux divides the hearers into foux;
classes.  This division will answer now as well
as then. The honest hearer is the vne who is
the most hkely to be 'beneﬁtted by the presek-
ing of the .gospel..” A proper understanding of
this parable will. assist in seattering the Jouds
from the mental hurizon of those who have Leen
trained in the foggy and. mystical-systems of the,
day. The worst description of soil, or that
which would be most unlikely to producu & crop,
would be the. \way.sxde,, _pat’h or road. Find a
man who has a hegrt which has been a thorough-
fare for sm—;hm;d .83 @ stonc road, and 1f &
miracle, an operation of tl'xe spirit apart, quy}
distinet from the, werd, @ miraculous influence
be. mecessary.in 2uy case.of.conversion,.surely it
would be- necessary, it his.

 Rome,

' Receive nothing else as a substitute for it.
' member it is “able to make thee wise unto sal-

. {ruth-and:sell 1t r.ot »
But the Saviour ! -

heart? To prevent his being saved. By taking
the word out of the heart he prevents the man's
believing, and in doing so he prevents his being
saved. So faith comes by hearing the word of
God. Now is not this plain? First, the seed is
sown or the wprd is preached—then faith—
then salvation.
of the heart—no faith— -o salvation. Itis not
said that Satan tries to prevent some miraculous
influence opérating wpon the heart; no, he
simply tekes the word out . of the heart! .0,
reader, be careful how you hear the word of God !

But we Jearn from this parable (8th of Luke,
that much depends upon what is:sown. Let
one man sow the doctrines of the church of
Another those of Universalism.. An-
other those -of Mormonism. Another those of
Spiritualism, and another the pure word of God.

'Will the results be the same? Other things

being equel the crop will be according to what
is sown. Aswellmight you expecta crop ofpure
wheat from 2 piece.of ground upon which birst
wild mustard,thistleand othérnoxious.weeds with
a little-wheat,. had been scattered broad cast, as
to-expect simply christians as a result of teaching
the traditions-of men. We say .again, “like
priest like.people.”) The taught. will hold simi-
lar views'to those-of the teacher. Reader, have
you heaid - the word of God? O, then treasure
it up in your'heart; .Letitnot slip therefrom.
Re:

vation.” It ¢“izTiving and powerfu] ? Buy the

Sixon.

Let the word of God slip out-
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THE OHRISTIAN'S HOPE.

The christian, he who hows to the authority
of the Lord Jesus Christ, and walks in obedi-
ence to His commandments and ordinances
blamelessly, has a hope that is worth more to
him than all the gold of Ophir, or the cedars of
Lebanon. And they who possess this hope
shine brighter than the richest diamond that
ever glistened in christendom, for she is ever
brightening their paths with her effulgent beams
that leads to the shores of immortality.

Oh! hope, celestial visitant! buoying us up
in the hour of tribulation, disease and death.
Truly, she is an anchor to the soul, ever
illuminating our labyrinthic march to the city
of Zion—the new Jerusalem—the city of our
God. And when the mighty waves of the sea
of Gallilee rush upon us and threaten to engalf
usand dash our little harks upon the towering
billows, she still points us onward to the hayen
of sweet repose.

But ere we arrive there, great tiials have e
to undergo, as it is through great iribulations
we enter the everlasting Kirigdom of Almighty
God. Yet notwithstanding, these are all for
our good, that we tlirough patience and tribula-
tion might have hope. St. Paul siys :—*Tribu-
lation worketh patience, and patience experiene,
and experience hope, and hope maketh not
ashamed, hecause the love of God i§ shed abroad
1n our hearts by the Holy Spirit which is given
us.”  And the Apostle John adds :—¢ Beloved,
now are we the sons of God and it doth not yet
appear what we shall be; but we know that
when He shall appear we shali be like Him, for
we shall see Him as He is; and every man that
hath this hope in Him purifieth himself ever as
he is pure.”

Even earthly hopes—the hopes of better days
—ithe hopes of meeting friends are dear to the
soul, but the kope of immortality is an afngelic
friend, ever consoling us with her balmy breezes
onward to the climes above. We dre constartly
looking forward beyond the shores of Time to
a home which has foundations, whose builder and
maker is God. Oh! how cheering is this hope,
brightening with her smiles oar fledting mo-
ments, and pointing to & home heyond. Oh!
yes; just beyond the tide.

The Patriarchs possessed this noble attribute,
and died in the glorious prospect of a bligsful
eternity.  And in the Jewish Dispensation

Daniel’s piercing glance beheld the Ancir:t of
Days, while Job caught a vision of His sacred
person amid the zlories of the latter day. Job
asked the question :—*If a man die shall he
live again.” No question would be more
natural to ask than this one, for our eternal
felicity hinges here, and we rejoice in the
prospect of & grand inheritance, “where the
wicked cease from troubling and the weary ha
at rest.”  Where we shall strike a harp of gold,
and all the broad arches of Heaven ring with
praises to the Lovd.

Oh! how unlike all earthly hopes. The
dearest ties of human affection are severed in
an hour. The most precious flower soon withers,
and all the glory of earth quickly vanishes nway,
How oft have we gazed upoti the forest as the
leaves burst forth from their narrow coueh, re-
joicing in the light of the sun and the warbling
song of the summer birds; but when we looked
again they had fallen aud we saw them not,
With. what delight have we viewed the lonely
fidwers - as they opened their leaves with a smjle
oni their brow, wafting their fragrance on every
gentle bréeze; yet the fiitést of them withered
before we looked again. Again, we still have
seen the worm as it burst the bonds of death
pleased with a new life—time fled, and it mould-
ered to dust. What pleasure and joy unspesk-
able have we experienced as we saw the bloom-
ing youth with rosy cheeks, strong and athletfe,
in the vigor of manhood. Buiohl alas! sorrow
was soon markéd upon his brow, the flush had
vanished from his cheek, and with palsied limbg
and silvery locks he was tottering upon the
brink of the grave.  Thus shall it be with you
O children of mortality! your days are few

"and full of trouble.

¢ How vain are all things here below,
How false and yet how fair;
Each pleasure hath its poison too,
And every sweet @ snare.”
“ Our fathers, where are they with all they cafled
their own 2" They have passed off the stage of
action and
“Loft us waeping on tho shore
To which they will retarn no xore.?
And we will soon follow them, for the gave is
the mother of us all. Ere'long wé shall be jis
inmates. But shall we fall to ise no more?
Oh! who would cherish the withering reflection
that there is no homie for us in Heaven! Shell
the beautiful plains and the clods of the yale
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forever retain their sainted dead? Creation as
well as Providence in thundering notes exclaims
no, never! Will the sea always hold the dead
buried beneath those angry billows? The word
of Him whose voice shall ere long arise the
slecping dead, procleims in louder, sweeter,
nobler strains than that of Grecian or Roman
eloquence that man shall not sleep forever!
Glory then be to the Lord there is & home above ;
& home where all is joy and gladness; and the
sweet hope of enjoying a blissful home through-
out the unending cycles of eternity, has cheered
and consoled millions even in the hour of death.
For when the weary pilgrim is dying, this hope
lifts her finger to the portals of the sky, breath-
ing unspeakable words of the glory and grandeur
of that better world, where the saints dwell in
blissful communion, and their glories undimmed
by the flight of time shall shine with redoubled
splendour. This hope enables the christian to
arise triumphant over the fleeting things of
time, ‘‘ amid the wreck of matter and the crash
of worlds,” and with that innnmerable multitude
of all kindreds, tribes and tongues, that have
washed their robes and made them white in the
blood of the Lamb, shall enter those pearly
gates and walk the paved streets of the New
Jerusalem, singing praises to the Lamb that was
slain forever, evermore.

¢ Lot Hope thon buoy our spirits up,
While on the arm of Faitl we rest;

Though bittor sorrow fill life’s oup,
We’ll reach the shoxes of endless rest.”

Wesrey K. Burr, .

LOVE.

How precious the name ! How great a trea-
sure is Love. Bléssed are they who walk in
love, they oily can know true joy. Unhappy
they who are strangers to love, dismal indeed is
their lot. God is love. He that dwelleth in
love dwelleth in God and God in him, John i
4, Love is of God, and every one that loveth
isborn of God and knoweth God. He. that
loveth not, knoweth not God. vii. 8. All our.
religion.is but vain without Love. Allis empty
sound and vainjangling. For love is both the
cause and the effect of true religion,—the Alpha
and Omega, the beginning and the end. It is
the fulfilling of the law, the end of the com-
rmandment. Were this earth to be under the
dominion of TLowe, how becautiful a place
would it be for us. all to dwell in. And the
ahsence of Love makesit whatit is, the abode of

the evil one, the kingdom of the Prince of the
air, the spirit that now ruleth in the children of
disobedience. The want of Love causeth this
whole creation to groan and to travail in pain
together. Yea His own redecmed people also
do groan within themselves, waiting for the
redemption of the body. Rom. viii. 2—23.

The great exhibition of God's power is to be
seen not 0 much in the Creative onergy, as in
the manifestation of his love. There we may
find, when the eyes of our understanding aro
enlightened, the exceeding greatness of his
power to usward who believe, according to the
working of his mighty power, which he wrought
in Christ, when he raised him from the dead, and
set him at his own right hand in the heavenlics,
far above all principality and power, and might
and dominion, and every name that is famed,
not only in this world, but also in that which is
to come. Eph. i, 18-21. Think of the trans-
forming power of God’s love, as it is seen in his
people.  We were once enemies to him in our
wicked hearts, and if now we love him,—
how was that love produced in us? We love
him because he first loved us. 1st John iv. 19.
How is our love for him to be sustained? The
love of Christ constraineth us. 2 Cor. v. 14,
How is our love to be perfected? By knowing
and believing the love that God hath to us.
i. John iv, 16-17.

Let us dwell then a little upon this and con-
sider the great change wrought by the power of
Love.

Take the nutural man ashe is represented in
the word. Sce him alienated from God, having
a carnal mind which is always enmity against
God. Romans viii. 7. All his thoughts about
God are only evil continually. If he feels thay
he-is a sinner, his troubled conscience, like that
of Adam, makes him afraid of God. Gen. iii.
10. . An avenging God seems to him only await-
ing to smite, and watching to destroy. Jehovah's

' judgments appear ready to fall on him and to
 crush him for ever. His thoughts are identified

with those of the Lord’s presence. His only

‘hope  of relief,. his only thought of relief

is this; to. be hidden from God. Isa. ii. 10.
Therefore he flees' to vain refuges, but as he
discovers their inability to screen him from the
eye’ of God, heis in despair: Terror takes
hold of him, he knows not whither to flee, for
they pursue. All the pleasures of life, its cares
or its engagements are alike unable to shield
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him from the terrible consciousness that the eye
of that Almighty Being whom he dreads is fixed
on him. The grave itself would be a sweet re-
fuge were he only assured that it would never
give him up to meet the wrath of a divine
Judge. Job xiv. 13, .
But whilst thus tortured and driven to des-
paity‘he is suddenly surprised with the blessed
intelligence, the good news, the glad tidings,
that the God he has so much dreaded, shunned
and hated, has thoughts of mercy for him and
purposes of love. Rom. v. 8. He understands
that go far from seeking his misery or planning
his destruction, the Holy Lord God has been
preparing a way for his forgiveness. John. iii.
16. He learns that He is now waiting to be
gracious and ready to bestow upon him a free
pardon. Job. xxxiii. 24. Mark. xvi. 15-16. He
reads that God sent not His Son into the world
to condemn the world, hut that the world through
Him might be saved. John iii. 17. Tt seems
very diffieult for him to thus change his thoughts
about God, but at length he is enabled with
careful seeking to find room for repentance,
and in fearfulness and trembling to come to the
cross of Christ, there to realize by faith in the
word of God that stupendous truth, that his
sins can be forgiven for His name’s-sake, I. John,
2-12, so that there is now no condemnation to
to them who are in Jesus. Rom. viii: 1. And
he hereby perceives the love of God because
He laid down His life for us. 1. John iii. 16,
Whereas hefore he vainly sought in the world a

refuge from the face of God, he now seeks and |

finds a refuge in Christ from the power of the
world the flesh and the devil. Gal.i. 4. Col.
i, 13, Psalm Ivii. 12. ii. Psalm 6. 7. His
love to Christ is manifested by an act of obedi-
ence. He is baptized for the remission of his
gins. Aotsii. 38. xxii. 16. Being born again
of water and of the Spirit, he enters the King-
dom of Geda new creature. Johniii. 5. All
his heart now goes out towards God; for the
love of Christ constraineth him.
hecanse He first loved us. .
Such then was the beginning of his love to
(+od, and in like manner i this love sustained
increased and perfected ;. for the more we realize
the length, and breadth, and height, and depth,
of that love of God, which passeth knowledge,
the more shall we be filled with all the fulness
of God. Iph. iii. 19. Just as we are enabled to.
see the extent of our sinfulness, so will our love

He loves Himr

be increased by a sense of the kindness and love
of God in forgiveness. Luke vii. 47.

The pleasure of our love is ascertained by our
devotedness and obedience. This is the love of
God, that we keep his commandments; 1 John
v. 3. Ifyelove me keep my commaudments,
John xiv. 15, The love of Christ coustraineth
us  * * " * that they who live should not
henceforth live unto themselves, but unto Him
which died for them and rose again. 2 Cor. v.
14-15. Love to God necessitates love to the
children of God. A new commandment give I
unto you that yc love one another; as I have
loved you that ye also love one another. John
xifi. 34¢. Ifa man say I love God, and hateth
his brother he is a liar. 1 John iv. 20.

Love is said to be the fulfilling of the law,
Rom. xiii. 10; the end of the commandment,
"Tim. i. 5; that which never faileth but
endureth forever I. Cor. xiii. 8; everlasting,
which we retain in the eternal kingdom of our
Lord and Saviour, Rom. vili. 35-38-3); that
which abideth when faith is changed into sight,
and hope is fulfilled in possession. 1 Cor. xiii.
13. What js stronger than Love? Set me-as
a seal upon thy heart, as a seal upon thine arm,
for Love is strong as death, jealousy is cruel as
the grave; the coals thereof are coals of fire
which bath a most vchement flame. Many
‘waters canuot quench love, neither can the
floods drown it. If a man would give all the
"substance of his house for love, it would utterly
.be contemned. Canticles viii. 6-7.

. May this love then be ours; shed abroad in
our hearts, Rom. v. 5., and manifesting itself
:in all our actions. May we walk in this love as
"dear children, Eph. v.ii. May we be rooted
; and grounded iu it, Eph. iii. 17. May ours be a
 practical love; not confined to mere professipns
,of good will, I. John iii. 18;—a sclf-denying
love, that leads us to care for each other, to feel
. brother's woe. James ii;16; to bear one
';:mother’s burdens, Gal. vi. 2; to forbear one
another, Bph. iv. 2;—a fervent love that will
not cease to burn until its object is attained,
' 1..John iii. 17; a true love, that will be faithful
. to its object, not going after the present- evil
L world ; because if any man love:the. world the
. love of the Father is notin him. -I.John ii. 15,
16 ;—a love which shall enable us to testify.as
. faithful witnesses for Christ.on<earth; byseeking
' the manifest unity of all God’s people, so that
the world sy believe that God has sent a
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Saviour. John xvii. 21. And lastly, a per-
feet love, that we may have boldness in the day
of judgment, 1. John iv. 17; that asin the case
of Peter, when the great testing question shall
be asked, ‘ Lovest thou Me''? we may be able
in reply to appeal confidently to Him, ¢ Yea
Lord thou knowest all things, thou knowest that
Ilove thee.” John xxi. I5. J. T.
D — . eaEaEa——

CHURCH OFFICERS.

Not many years ago the strictest scrutiny
was exacted by every disciple of Christ in things
pertaining to the religion of Jesus. This was
noble. Scarcely would one be allowed the
name of disciple who was not a Berean, search.
ing “the scriptures daily.” Ts it so now?
Things are too often taken for granted without
sufficient examination because spoken by one
in whom confidence is placed. Tach christian
ought to be able to know why and wherefore he
believes, and be ready to give & “reason of
the hope’ that is in him, In doing so it is
necessary to avoid a parvot-like use of words and
passages to uphold an idea, or to carry out a
notion. Such things seem to be lamented by
Jeremiah—ix, chap.5th verse—when he says of
‘¢ the danghter of my people,”’—¢ They have
taught their tongue to speak lies.”” Paul also
speaks of a class who ¢ believe & lie.”

A man in becoming a disciple of Christ” Jesns
does not lose his desires or feelings. He is the
same physical man, and the religion of Christ is
to direct him—to control, not destroy his desires
and feelings. Still very often the feelings
control the judgment of the man, and he follows
his own will instead of the will of Christ, per-
suading himself and others he isright. Suppose
then a man who has & desire to obtain & name in
Christendom—is fond of money,—wishes to rule
among his fellows,—is lazy and loves an idle
life, or desires to be looked up to as a counsellor
—joins the church ; these feelings or desires do
not leave him, and as the world calling itself
christian is now constituted, instead of keeping

these desires under subjection they ave encour

aged to excess. The acquisition of these things
being of the world and not of the church of
Cluist, Paul's instructions—¢ they that use this
world as not abusing it,’”’ should be acted upon.
A man with such aims at once sets to work and
uges all the power and influence at his command
‘o become a Pope, Prelate, Archbishop, Bishop,

Minister, Deacon, Class Leader, or to oceupy
some other position in thé church where his
desire for one or more of the offices or positions
named can be gratified. How he will teach his
tongue to speak and his heart to believe that
the seriptures just mean that he should he placed
in that exact position—that the Holy Spirit gave
him direct instruction to secure it. Ile will
with wonderful adroitness quote passages to suit
his purpose ; so cleverly will they be interpreted
that only a few can detect the error.

With deep-felt solicitude the watchful and dis.
interested disciple sces in embryo a leaning to
these things among the Brethren in the States
and among ourselves in Canada. A fondness
of official distinctions in the church is particu.
larly apparent. Does Christ sanction a pre-
eminence among his disciples? Ttis taken for
granted he does, and we have our clections of
officers as well as other socicties of men.
Christ says, ¢ but be not called Rabbi, for one
is your master—-Christ, and all ye are brethren.”
If so, where are the Officers, the Elders, the
Bishops to ¢ rule’’ in these times when disciples,
as it is said, require so much oversight? The
answer is, ¢ ALy, YE are brethren’’—no higher
rank, no official position. It will not do to say
there were Bishops or Elders in the primitive
age, and that the Apostles spoke of them in their
episiles and appointed them to superior posi-
tions, and therefore they must be appointed now,
This would be an interpretation in opposition to
Christ’s saying, and no christian would know
ingly do that. The official positions, if they
can he so called, were given for a particular
purpose and to cease in a particular time. See
Eph. iv. ch. Tth to 17th verse. Here Paul calls
them gifts. This may be called & new idea, but
care should be taken lest notions preconceived
may prejudice the mind without sufficient in-
vestigation. Let us examine this matter of
Bishops, since the office is looked upon as still
existing. In all the New Testament nof @ puss-
age can be found to shew that any congregation
appointed one, and if the church does not ap-
point, it follows that there can be now po such
appointment—apostolic succession being denied.
The appointment or making of Elders is only
spoken of three times in scripture, and in each
case it was done by other agency than the church.
The first place is in xiv. chap. of Acts, when
Paul and Barnabas, separated by the Holy
Spirit for a special work, went to the churches
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and, as it is said in the 23rd verse, *they (Paul
and Barnabas) had ordained them Elders in
every church.” Again in the xx. chap. 28th
verse, we read—¢Take heed therefore unio
yourselves and to all the flock over which the
Holy Ghost hath made you overseers” or Elders-
The third is Paul writing to Titus, i. ch. 6th
verse—+ For this causo left T thee in crete that
thou shouldest set in order things that are
wanting, and ordain Elders in every city agl
had appointed thee.” Now Paul was inspired.
Barnabas had been specially separated by the
Spirit, and Titus was sent by an Apostle on a
- special mission. Timothy had a gift, (ii. Tim.
1st and 6th.) Only Apostles had power to bestow
gifts. (See Acts, viii. chap. 1Tth, 20th and 31st
verses.)  Besides, the Apostle Paul says to
Titus—¢T had appointed thee’’ to appoint or
¢ ordain Elders.”” Thus the conclusion is fairly
drawn that only those the Holy Spirit inspired,
or those appointed for the purpose by an in-
spired person, did appoint Elders, and men can-
not alter the plan. Hence Paul could well say
to the Elders at Ephesus—¢The Holy Spirit
has made you overseers.” Therefore we have

no means to appoint an Xilder now scripturally-

—no means to give one an official distinction
among his Brethren in the church of Christ.
He is “master and all ye are Brethren.” It
may be said there were Elders in the primitive
church, so there were Apostles, prophets,
evangelists, pastors, (or as some say overseers,)
and teachers; but Paul tells us these were ¢ till
we all come in the unity of the faith.”” They
were extraordinary positions for extraordinary
purposes and extraordinary times, and were to
cease. If we follow up the inspired history it
will be clearly scen that the office of Bishop
was among those that were to cease. In the
carly churches, before God's word was fully
revealed, spivitual gifts, or men having pecuiiar
talents, were needed to direct the disciples, and
the Holy Spirit could discern suchmen. Paul, an
inspired man, ora Timothy, or a Titus, with
spiritual gifts given by Paul, or some other
Apostle could do the same. But after the dis.
ciples became more acquainted with the gospel
plan of salvation, and had grown into settled
communities after being scattered abroad. Peter
says—(lst Peter, v. chap. lst verse,)—‘The
Lilders {old men) which are among you (disciples)
1 exhort, who also am an Elder, and so old in
Chuist's cause that I have been a witness of the

sufferings of Christ, and also a partaker of the
glory that shall be revealed. Feed the flock of
God which is among you, taking the oversight
thereof, not by constraint, (by election,) but
willingly ; not for filthy lucre, (no money for
time spent,) but of & ready mind, (Z. e. volun-
tarily, spontaneously.) Neither as being lords
over (in margin overruling) God's heritage, but
being examples to the flock, (not certninly by
wandering about from house to house, tattlers,
busybodies speaking things thay ought not,) and
whon the chief shepherd shall appear ye shall
receive a crown of glory that fadeth not away ;"
a much better reward than money,”idleness, or
such like things in this life, In the next verse
(the 5th) he says, showing conclusively that it
was old disciples he meant—¢¢Likewise ye
younger submit to the elder.” Thus the old
men in Christ were to take oversight, preside
and see that things in the congregation were
done decently and in order. In the chair the
old man i3 just a brother—* all ye are brethren.”
He is submitted to as an old disciple who has
thought much of God's word, and has had its
precepts carefully stowed away in his mind, and
consequently is able to spesk of them, for out
of the abundance of the heart the mouth
speaketh. As Peter laid down the rule, there
will be no envy about officers—no canvassing, as
in the world, about elections creating discord
and dissensions—no exercising authority over
one another, but all under the authority of one
Master, Christy making wnity, or in Paul’s lan-
guage, ‘‘all one.” From such passages and
arguments, it i3 clearly seen that Elders, as
official persons, were only appointed by the
Holy Spirit directly or by those appointed by
Him to do so. The old men or old disciples
areto preside or take the oversight of the con-
gregations, and thatis to be done withot any
expectation of pecuniary reward. If they visit,
it must be done like any other christian would
do it, that is as directed by James, i. chap. 27th
verse, who says-—¢ Pure religion and undefiled
before (Gtod and the Father is this:—To visit
the fatherless and widow in their afftiction,’’ not
to get of their scanty store, but to give some-
thing more than to say putyour trust in God;
give me your means and I will talk and pray,
which ar¢ correet in their place, but surely not
the only things wanted by a poor widowed wo-
man or-a starving fatherless child.  In this way
will thé church of the living God shew they are
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not of the world but distinet from it, not loving
the world by doing the command or following
the example of the world. But having our
conduct and honor among the Gentiles, they
may by our good works, (of the Holy Spirit'a
appointing,) which they shall behold glorify

God in the day of visitation.
NzorEero0s.

CRITIQUE ON THE ABOVE.

While we know the foregoing is written by
a good and true man—one who loves the Bible
and labows for its dissemination, we are com-
pelled to differ from him in his premuses and
conclusions. We have read the article in MS.,
but had to send it away before making these
notes.

How can ‘Neoteros’ counclude that there
should be no officers in the church because Jesus
said ¢ call no man Rabbi?’ Were there not
Apostles, Teachers, Pastors, &c., afterwards by
divine appointment? If he had from that
scripture ¢ pitched in' to the common use of
the term Rev. we would have said,—Amen.
FE““Neoteros” says it would be easy to prove
that the overseer is™ included in the list of
officers mentioned by Paul in Eph. iv. 11th,
which were to cease. -Had this been done,
nothing more need have been said. But we
question this, and affirm that the Holy Spirit
gave no qualifications for that group of officers
as they were given for a particular purpose and
were to cease. But for the direction of unig-
spired men the characters of those who should
he overseers are minutely given. When the
Apostles desired the church to “look oui's
deacons they gave the qualifications. ¢‘Neoteros”
also says that in all the New Testament we have
not one passage to shew that any congregation
appointed an overseer. Well, this is asking for
more than divine direction—it is asking for an
example. How many examples have we of
supporting poor brethren by any congregation ?
We have but one account of an Apostle baptiz-
ing. We have but one solitary case of ex-
communication. And how was that dome?
We have no example of one brother telling
another his fault according to 18th Matt. But

we have line u;im line of divine teaching upon
these matters. Let us see what we can sum up
as to the appointment of overseers and deacons.

1. The qualifications of both are given. Tim.,
and Titus.

2. The brethren were to ‘look out” the
men. 6th Acts.

3. The evangelist or preacher was to ordain
them. 1st Titus.

4. They were addressed with the churches.
Lst Philippians.

¢ Neoteros” would have us understand that
the term elders, bishops or overseers simply
means old men or aged men. Let him substitute
his meaning and see if he can make sense of’
the Acts or Epistles. If the oversight of
the church, teaching the church and presiding
at meetings belong to old men, simply
because they are old, would it mot he
necessary to know at what age they take this
position? And whoistosay which should pre.
side? The Piymouth brethren have seen this
difficulty. They ignore all church officers. But
they get smoothly over the matter by saying that
the Holy Spirit at the time of meeting moves
one of them to speak, tells them what to say

&e. This is written in kindness. We have
said too much, but are now done. Let the
brethren judge.

Coxpucrors.

FOR THE ADVISER.

Dear BrerHREN,—] deem it proper you
should be advised of the progress of truth in
our town. As I understand it, one of the pur-
poses for which the Adviser was brought into
being was to advise Brethren of the triumphs of
the truth. I would like to see more matter of
this kind in its pages. It is encouraging and
cheering to the people of the Lord to hear of
fellow humanity turning to the Saviour. I am
happy to say it is in my power lo communicate
some pleasing intelligence on this point. You
are probably aware that Bro. M. E. Lard, late
of Kentucky, has settled in Oshawa, and is to
devotc most of his time on Lord’s days to
preaching for the churches of Oshawa and
Bowmanville. Our object is to have him as
much a3 possible, build up the churches already
planted; and then evangelize on new ground.
He has just concluded a series of meetings here,
the immediate result of which was twenty im-
mersions and several united who had been im-
mersed, making a fotal of about thirty additions.
We.have also established a Sunday school, and
are immediately to enlarge, renovate and fit up

our meeting house. These results of Bro.

-
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Lard’s labours give us much strength and
cournge.

It is known to many of you that the church
here has been in a low state for some time, We
could not entirely overcome the injury inflicted
upon the cause here by that man, who
‘vowed he would break up the chureh, root
and braneh, if it lay in his power.”” Many of
you also know he endeavored to do the same at
Jwen Sound. Judge then of our great joy in
seeing so many come forward to confess the
Saviour. Those who have recently united are
mostly young people, only four or five heads of
families. O, it was charming to see them bow
to Jesus. We think much good seed was sown
that will yet produce fruit.

« Bro. Lard is truly a great and good man. He
is one of the clearest and closest reasoners I
ever heard. Indeed he leaves not a point to
which the caviler or objector can take exception.
When he closes a matter up, it is closed up
entirely: He complately entangles the sinner
and sectarian, and leaves them no alternative
but to writhe in their sins and follies, or come
out and obey the Lord. He was listened to with
profound attention ; although the audiences were
large, indeed much crowded, the silence was so
deep that by times it was really oppressive, For
most of the meetings our house was quite too
small. This is only the beginning, and we an-
ticipate much more good, as the result of his
labors during the year for which he is engaged.
Engaged! did Isay; yes, engaged. This may
not sound well to some, as there may be some,
“or perhaps there may be a few, disciples in our
land who object to engaging and paying a man
for preaching, or, in other words, remunerating
him for laboring in the gospel. Those who
thus object, as I think, violate one of the clearest
commands of the New Testament. I would ask
such objectors how long, suppose you, we here
in Oshawa would have to labour as we have done
before we could see such results as we now see-
I want you to look at this, and remember that
¢ the laborer is worthy of his wages,”” and that
no church can prosper as it should and might
that negleets or refuses to reward the laborer';
Tt is manifestly unjust, most decidedly. No-indi-
vidual can stand justified before the Lord who

clings to his wealth and lets the preacher labor
among them and even pay his own travelling
expenses. Brethren, I want you to look at this
and well consider it. ,

I would speak in Bro. Lard’s behalf in regard
to his Quarterly; I would like to see it geta
wide circulation in Canada. The first number
of thr second volume issoon to be issued. It is
a noble and good work. We may feel proud to
put it into the hands of any man. Brethren,
subseribe for it.

I could relate many pleasing incidents in con-
nection with our late meeting, but as brevity is
a positive law of the ¢ Adviser,” I desist.

Josepr AsH
Osgawa, 1st Oct. 1864.

THE LAND IS COMING.

So the sailor sometimes says when the vessel
is nearing a harbour. Do not some brethren talk
much after this fashion? “How fast the sects

.are coming over with regard to instrumental

music!’” says a preacher who had introduced 2
melodeon to do the singing. “ Whata reforma-
tion is going on among the sects ' says another,
why they told me I preached a first rate ortho-
dox sermon the other day. (Youdid not men-
tion the terms of salvation.) ¢ The sectsare
coming nearer’”’ says another—we do not think

it wrong to employ the term ‘ Reverend" when

speaking of preachers—neither do they! Be-
sides how convenient to have Rev. Mr. so-and-so
on the door—people will easily know dhat a
preacher lives in that house. And when they
are coming to the door they will feel that they
are approaching some superior being. Rev.
Mr. Paul, wds your engraven knocker conspicu-
ous when you worked with Rev. Mr. Appolos at
the tent making business? Rev. Simon Peter,
what became of your inseribed knocker when
they scourged and imprisoned you? Rev. Messrs.
Paul and Silas did you lose your official title
when on your way to Philippi? How is it they
scourged you and put you into prison? But they
had moze sense in Lycaonia! more genteel—
more respectable! Ah! they were sound in the
faith. When the Rev. Mr. Barnabas and your-
sélf approached they must have seen your official
wdications standing out in bold relief. And
Brother Paul why did you tell them you ¢ were
then of like passions with them, and that you
had come to turn them away from such vanities!”’
What a sickly sight! Brethren apeing the sects
in things which are no where countenanced in
the word of God, and which in themselves grieve
the meek followers of Jesus!! Thesolemn day
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is coming when we shall all be put to the proof.
Where Zhen will be the men who loved the chief
seats in the synagogues, and to be called Rabbi,
Rabbi!l Lord, Lord, have we not prophesied
in thy name? “won’tavail then.” Alas for
the wood, hay and stubble when Jesus comes |
Morprcar.

X =

EXTRACTS.

N L

DIALOGUE BETWEEN AN OLD AND YOUNG
PREACHER.

SIXTH INTERVIEW.

Young Preacher—~—Father T. my mind has
peen, and yet is much embarrassed on viewing
the effects of the gospel now preached, in com-
parison of what they were on its first promulga-
tion. Will you explain to me the reason of 1t?

Old Preacher.—I will gladly try. Itisan
important matter, and has not been sufliciently
considered by the present generation of Chris-
tians. I will state what I view to be the causes
—Ist, negatively; and 2nd, positively.

1. Negatively. Itis not because we have not
the same gospel. This mubt be acknowledged
by all. Itisnot because we have not the same
gracious'and Almighty God and Saviour, who
are 11e same yesterday, to-day, and for ever. It
18 not because we have not the same privilege,
for the throne of grace is as accessible by the
fallen world no:- as then—the same Spirit of
promise— the same life and salvation offered
freely to all, without exception—the motive to
obedience proposed to the world in every age.

2. Positively. I consider the reasons why
the gospel produces not the same great and
good effects now as in the first ages of the
church to be many, which are necessary to be
known in order to be corrected, as soon as can
be done, ag far as human agency is concerned.

The early rise, growth, and establishment of
the apostacy spoken of by Paul (2 Thes. ii.) is
one great cause. The two witnesses—the Old
and New Testaments—have been prophesying in
3a<ﬂ<cloth ever since, as predicted by the Apostle

ohn.

Another repregentation is a star falling from
heaven, which opened the bottomless pit, and a
great smoke, as of a furnace, issned thence,
which darkened the sun and the air.  This smoke
is the doctrine of devils, and of men under their
influence: this has darkened the character of
God, the sun and shield of his people,
and has obscured the scriptures, which is
the air through which medium he shines and
communicates light and life to them. Weli may
the two witnesses be in sackeloth and mourning,
when their testimony is so0 obscured, and so little
effect produced among mankind now! Ob, that
the Christian world wouldlay these things to
heart! They stand in their party feuds and
divisions an 1mpassable, dark mouutain, between

the world, with its countless millions, and hes
ven! All this is the influence of Antichrist
though Christians will not consider—they will
not reform. This antichristian influence on
Christendom, I believe to be the great cause of
the difference between the effects of the Gospel
as now preached, and when preached at first.

Another cause is tle great want of piety and
devotionto God and his cause. Without these
we can_never hope for better days. Itis now
deemed ossential that every preacher should be
well versed in the doctrines of his party, and to
know well how to defend them from the attacks
of opposing parties. They must learn the art
of parrying off the blows of adversaries, right
or wrong ; never to yield in one point, or submit
to one argument, however just and plain. By
this they learnto speak lies in hypocrisy, and
proceed on till they believe alie. The hours
set apart for meditation and secret prayer are
neglected, or, if attendad to, are interrupted,
and the thoughts of the heart dirccted to these
divisive doctrines, how they can be established
or overthrown to advantage. When the Scrip-
tures are read, it is not to hold converse with
God—to learn duty and do it—but to find
something there to establish their received doe-
trines of controversy. When the pulpit isas-
cended the burden of the sermon is the agitated
controversies of the day, teaching the congrega-
tion the art of war. The same subject is con-
tinued in private circles.

A preacher shoald never preach a doctrine to
the people, the power and efficacy of which, in
converting, sanctifying, comforting and building
up iéo Jesus, he has not experierced, does not
experience in himself. Then truly is he eloquent,
and earnestly speaks what he knows to be true,
not only from the testimony of the Word,
but also from a heart felt experience of its pow-
er, leading him to divine love and obedience.
His ecarnestoess and godly zeal in speaking
arrests the attention of his hearers—he so speaks
that many believe and turn to the Lord, and
saints are built up and comforted. Such were
the first gospel preachers, and hence their great
success in winning souls to the Lord. Such
greachers of the same gospel now would pro-

uce the same effects ; but such preachers will
not be found, unless they pursue the same course
the Apostles did. They denied themselves of
all honor, ease, and wealth, and sacrificed all to
the Liord. They were often in prayer and con-
verse with God—they had communion and fel-
lowship with the Father and the Son, and of
course had fellowship one with another. They
were holy in all manner of conversation, or
behaviour—the Spirit of God and of glory
rested upon them. They viewed their cittzen-
ship to be in heaven, not on earth.

Another cause is, the preachers, not impressed
with Divine truth, are rather Inquisitive after
the new than the old paths, ave more solicitous
to please men than God—to preach themselves,
rather than Christ Jesus the Lord to substitute
opinions and speculations of truth for truth it-
self.  Were Socrates with his Pagan spirit to
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learn and preach the gospel, he would preach it
as well, and with as much eflect o2 the people,
as preachers mow do who are unimpressed by the
trath.

Another cause exists among the people who
hear, as well as among the preachers who
preach. They have become generally partial
scepties, and therefore reject the truth when
addressed to them. The reason is obvious.
They hear so many contradictory doctrines, all
claiming to be the word of God—they see so
many wrangling parties, all claiming to be the
church of Christ—they see so much “debate,
contention, and strife among those who profess
the faith of Christ—they see in professors so lit-
tle brotherly love and piety, so little kindness
and good feeling, so much worldly-mindedness
and selfishness, so much carnality and pride—
that they half conclude there i3 no reality in re-
ligion. The sects become a stumbling-block to
the men of the world—instead of giving them
light to guide them in the way of life, they ex-
hibit darkness—instead of healing and preserv-
ing, they corrupt them. Till churches reform
we may not expect to see a reformation among
the men of the world. They are to he the
light of the world, the salt of the earth.

Within the churches we find a great deal of
unbelief, bordering on scepticism, and thisis a
cause also of thelittle effect produced by preach-
ing the gospel. How many run well for a
while, and afterward fall away—how many have
only a name to live, and are dead—how many
have a form of gotiliness, but deny the power
thereof—how many are loud and zealous to
promote a party and defend their party doctrines,
who have no zeal for practical relizion no
engagedness to promote it, no delight in
prayer, nor in the ordinances of God's house.
What is all this? Whence do these things pro-
ceed?  Surely, from unbelief in that gospel
and Saviour they profess. This uwnbelief long
continued, becomes more and more sceptical,
till they plunge with a groan of despair into
cternity. All this is seen by the discerning
world, and hardens them against the reception
of truth.

Y. P.—I am alarmed at the picture you have
drawn, am awfully afraid for the preachers—for
the church, and for the world. Oh! what must
be done?

0. P.—We must pray God to cffect the union,
and leave the means with himself. He can do
it: this should satisfy us. We must not only
pray, but do. We should be co-workers with
God—every one should be engaged, and as large
bodies move slowly, let each one begin in him-
self and correct his own crrors. Labor after
the character of the poineers of Christ's church
—act as they acted, and say not of your brother,
‘‘Lord, and whatshall this man do? What is
that to thee? follow thou e, said Jesus.”
From smali beginnings great effects have fol-
lowed. You, my son, may be the instrument
wkich the Lord may use to cffectuate his pur-
pose. Be often on your knees before bim—

plead fervently and diligently—read the Word
with prayerful attention, and be instant in sea-
son and out of season. ¢ God islove.”

Y. P.—Ob, for the spirit of grace and suppli-
cation! T desire to be in relation to God as cluy
in the hand of the potter. Oh, that he would
deign to make me a vessel of honour to his
glory!

0. P—Amen!

B. W. Sroxg,

LOVE T0 JESUS.

I love Jesus!—who can blame me,
For his love was great to me,

When to earth he came to save me,
Died upon the accursed tree.

Think what wond’rous love and mercy
And I know you'll love him too;

There he died, what condecension,
Died for sinners such as you.

See him prosirate in the garden;
See him nailed upon the tree;

*Twvas for guilt, to purchase pardon
And frow. 3ndless woe to free.

Now before his Father’s throne,
All the angels him adore;

See the Saviour,pleading stands,
Pleads for sinners evermore.

See him next, he comes in glory,
"Tis the last, the judgment day ;

Then before lus glorious presence
Heaven and carth shall flee away,

Where !—oh, my soul ! shalt thou be found
When the Judge of earth shall come ?
At the right hand or the left,
What shall be thy endless doom !

But I hope through Jesus’ merit,
Then to hear his gracious word;

Come ye blessed, come inherit
All the glory of your Lord.

Isaserra J. Mias.
Ayr, C. W.

B e —

MY CHURCH.*

Well, reader, I have at last completed my
house ; and now it is done, how sensibly do [
feel that it is all of the earth earthly- Having
now finished it Tam a little at a loss to know
how best to dispuse of it. Upon the whole 1
have decided to make a present of ittoa congre-
gation of Christians who live in the city whore I
bave built it, but who as yet have no house of
worship to meet in. These Christians are a
peculiar people, being zealous of good works;
they refuse to be known by any other names
than those worn by the primitive Christians ; and
strange asit may appear to you, they have wo

* A good man who does not give bLis name, .has been
building nota casticbuta churchin e air~thatis, a
mecting house which he calls a church. Haviog comp)e'lcd
his building he comes across a sort of model congregation
10 which hic presentsit. The above ls a fragrant of his
description of said congregation.—Eo, 2. . 27, .
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creed but the Bible. They seem tome o right
worthy people, and I shall make them a present
of my house.

Having now enjoyed, gentle reader, an oppor-
tunity of meeting for several successive weeks
with the congregation to whom I presented my
church, and having by enquiry and personal
intercourse made myself pretty well acquainted
with them, I propose to_give you some account
o{ this rather remarkable, if not singular peo-

e.

P The congregation numbers in all fifty. Their
personal appearance at first on entering the
church struck me as a little odd. They all
dress most noticeebly plain. Ido not mean
that either the men or women have any uniform
fashion after which they cut, nor that all of
either sex dress in the same kind of goods I
menn strictly that they dress very plain. The
material in which the men dress, although re-
markably neat and faultlessly clean, I take to
be quite cheap. One thing among the females
struck me with peculiar force—not one hag her
cars pierced, and they wear no jewellery. I
have not seen a single ear-pendant, wristlet, or
ring; nor among the men so much as a breast-
pin or watch-seal. 1 learn that they have these
things at home, and wear them on ordinary
occagions, but never in the house of Goed. In
that holy place they say all should appear in a
style remarkably neat andpure. I think I have
never seen a worshipping assembly exhibit, in
ita outward appearance, so liltle of earth as
this. Being curious to have a reason for it, as
Ttook for granted they had one, Iapproacimed
one of the overseers of the congregation and
asked bim why hig brethren dressed thus. He
blushed and modestly replied, ¢Frieand, your
question is legitimate, but it elicits from e a
rather painfuol answer. There are many poor
in our community, who cannot afford to dress
better than yousee us dressed. They would
feel pained by a difference in dress which should
constantly remind them of this circumstance.
Some of these are here to-day and are members
of our body, but you cannot distinguish them.
These brethren are very dear to us, and we are
unwilling to hurt their feelings by dressing bet-
ter than you see us dressed. Besides, we think
it right in us to appear thus in the presence of
God. We hence Il)mve-a. double pleasure in it.”
I turned away from this good man saying in my
heart, these are Christians indeod, and hence
know how to ¢ condescend to men of low
estate.”

Again I think Inotice something very pecal-
iar in the greclings of these people on coming
into their house. They grasp each in the hand
so0 quick and strong, and give cach other a look
so cordial, sweei, and kid, that I declare it is
worth while atiending their church mercly to
see them meet. Nor can I detect in their inter-
course even the slightest appronch to vulgar
familiarity. They ecvidently know how to be
courteous, and not only so, they certainly love
each other most tenderly. “The warm virtuous
look of the eye, the amiable unsinister smile,

together with n mamnerism indescribably be-
witching, most clearly evince this. Y am in the
habit of attending church at several other
places besides this, but nowhere else do I sce
anything even approuaching what I witness here.
These meetings affect me much. My feelings
are often deeply moved, and for the lifc of me
I cannot tell why. Lvery body seems delighted
to attend the place. The very atmosphere you
breathe secems quick with divine life. The at-
traction to be here is irresistible, and then you
linger on the spotas if held iz some strange
spell.

PIn their order of worship several things strike
me as noteworthy. In their singing, which I
pronounce excellent, I discover they prefer the
older type of tunes. ¢ 01d bundred,” for in-
stance, scemsa favorite with them, and in al-
most all their Lord’s-day meetings I notice they
sing

° “‘Bafely through another week.”

They seem, too, to he much attached to that
fine old piece,
** 0, Thou Fount of every blessing.”

In all this T must confess I think their taste excel-
lent. Those grand old airs are the very melody
of the soul, and those matchless hymns the very
utterances of the pious heart. When the Holy
Seriptures are to be read they all stand listening
in profoundest reverence. While the reading is
proceeding cach member holds in front an open
Bible, looking on. This done they all resume
their seats. They stand, they tell me, asa
token of respect for the holy word of God. I
could wish the custom universal provided it pre-
vailed through real respect for the Bible and
not as a mere form.

Their prayers, in some respects, are remark-
able. Every memberin the church takes part
in them when called upon. They are very free
from all conventional forms and stupid phrases.
They seem to be more a simple confiding talk
with God than anything else. Yet to me there
is something grand in those simple measured

etitions. They become deeply affecting.
QVhile listening to one the other day I felt as if
my heart would breal. Determining, if possi-
ble, to discover in what this secret power lay, I
resolved to jot down one of these prayers and
study it. I here transcribe it:

¢ All merciful Father, thy little flock, still
helpless and poor, are in thy presence again. In
the name of our blessed Mediator we come, and
since unworthy, in deep humility, Turn not
thy face away from wuswhen we cry to thee.
Here us in thy clemency, and when thou hearest
forgive. We have all been kept through an-
other week, have had our bread and clothing
from thee. Accept our humble thanks for these
thy favors. Teach usto be always grateful,
and help us in 2ll our ways to acknowledge thee.
Eeep us in safety throngh another week.  Suffer
us not to he templed.  Save our eyes from tears
and our feet from wandering.  Remember,
Lord, cspecially remember our Brother Lamb,
who lies so sick todday.  His life is in thy hand;
may it be thy will to spare him.  Pity his anxi-



60

THE ADVISER.

ous wife, pity his helpless little ones; and re-
store to us our brother again. Oh! hear usin
his behall. But in all thiugs thy will be done.
Amen.”?

Wheu I avose I had a secret impression in my
heart that God would spare that man. How
this may turn out I cannot tell, but such impres-
sions do me good and I like to have them. Now
in the foregoing prayer there is certainly no-
thing great or very striking. Indeed, to many
it is difficult to see in what its power lies. Ah!
reader, its power lies in this, that it is uttered
from a pure heart that felt every syllable of it.
This is its secret.

The preaching is eminently didactic—that is
to say, it is designed to feach the people the
Holy Scriptures. Hence, it generally consists
of a very clear, simple exposition of some chap-
ter, paragraph, or verse. On leaving the church
you seldom hear the common question, ¢ How
did you like the sermon?’ On the contrary,
the remark you generally here is, ¢I never un-
derstood that passage so well before.”” Indeed,
it is 2 common saying, that if you want to hear
something nice, go either to Trinity or Grace
Chapel; butif you want to hear the truth, go
to Bethel. The discourse being over, & hymn
1s sung, which closes this part of the services of
the day.

The next thing in order is the supper. A
table is now prepared, covered with clean white
linen. On one end of this, necar the preacher,
stands the loaf and cup, the latter being in all
cases the pure juice of the grape. A simple
thauks is ofiered for the loaf when it is distribu-
ted, all partaking cof it standing. Next the
wine is disposed of in the same way. I was
curious to have 2 reason for this part of their
practice, remonstrating at the same time against
their attitude and their long, unwicldy table.
They told me that as no position was prescribed,
they regarded the matter as left entirely to their
own choice ; that they preferred standing merely
because they thougbt it the most reverential
attitude. They ndﬁed, however, that as neither
this nor their table was a question seitled b
the Bible, it was no matter of conscience wi
them—that if a better comrse were pointed out
they were quite ready to adoptit, or if any
member's feelings should be hurt with either,
they should certainly abandon it. This indicated
aspirit so tractable and so non-proscriptive as
to command my praise, and to make me regret
that I had even named their standing or their
table. Thus should all questions unsettled by
the Bible be viewed and treated by Christians.

In the evening the congregation again meets,
but their time 35 now spent in reviewing the
chapter commented on in the forenoon. Their
intercourse is very free, all taking part init.
They evince a wonderful skill in cliciting the
meaning of & passage. I was really surprised
atthe depth of thewr penetration, their powers
of analysis, and their seeming intuitive percep-
tion of divine truth. I attnibuted it all, how-
cver, to the fact that their minds are keptia
constant contzct-with the word of God, which

must ik all cases, give precision as well as reach
to thought.

The public services of the church now usually
close, and the members return home to spend
the rest of the day in reading, meditation, and
prayer. I was remarkably struck with one
peculiarity in their private dwellings—every
house had @ closet for prayer. Ihad never
seen anything of the kind elsewhere. I am
told that every member of the family, at some
hour of the day, repairs to this closet for secret
prayer. Here fathers take their little sons, and
making them kneel in their gresence, put their
hands on their little heads and implore the blegs-
ings of God upon them. The mothers especially
aresaid to dothis. And certainly I never saw
50 pious and so well-behaved a set of children
ag these Christians have. They are never seen
gadding about the streets on Sunday; or stroll-
ing up and down creeks fishing. The children
seems 50 intelligent and kind, that their parents
are never so happy as when at home in their
society. I wish it was so elsewhera.

These Christians evince the greatest solicitude
for the salvation of their neighbors, often urg-
ing upon them privately, in meetings sought for
that very purpose the neccessity of becoming
obedient to Christ; but if possible, still greater
solicitude for the safety of those who have united
with them. A few wecks since a man united
with the congregation, who was notoriously
covetous. The day after he was baptized the
Elders visited him, when the following occurred;
“ We visit you to-day, dear brother, for the pur-
pose of confidential talk. You are now oune of
us, dear to us as our own flesh, and we greatly
long after the prosperity of your soul., The sin
we come to warn you against is_covetousness.
You have the reputation in this community of
being a very covetous man, and we have reason
to think you not wholly uudeserving the charge.
Remember, if you persist in this sin it will run
your soul. Remember, further, thatour cou-
gregation hasnot joined you, but that.you have
joined it. It hence has claims not only upon
you, but upon all you have. We shall expect
from you many & proof, in the way of liberality;,
that you are deeply penitent for the past, and
that you.are now wholly censecrated to Christ.”
All tlis was said in the most affectionate spirit,
and with deep emotion. The only reply the
man made was, * Brethren, knecel and pray for
me.” They all kneeled and prayed and wept.
On iging the man said, ¢ Brethren, you are
true men. Nothing but & sease of duty could
have prompted this. I thank you forit. But
in time past Thave sinned and greatly perverted
myself. Iam young in the gause, and my past
life may sometimes have the effect o obscure
my judgment and prevent my doing right.
Will you council me, brethren, and tell me what
1 ought to do, and with the Lord’s help I will do
it.”  They said, “We will,” and grasped his
hand and feli on his neck and wept. That man
seems efectually cured—he even thinks the
church most mild in its demands upon his liber-
ality.
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Thus is every member dealt with that enters
their congregation. Right off they attack his
sins, be they what they may, and never desist
till they have either cured him or put him away.
They will not endure them that are evil. The
reputation, consequently, of the congregation
in the community where it meets is most salu-
tary. Tts power for good is truly wonderful.
Tt seems destined to cffect a complete revolution
in its vicinity. True, the other churches of the
place affects to treat it with great scorn, pro-
nouncing it not orthodox, and the like; but
nevertheless it is very evident that it controls
notwithstanding the best minds and the best
hearts in the town. How it should exert such
an influence is a complete enigma to partizans,
and {o no one else. Its power is casily ac-
counted for.

The congregation suffers no one of its mem-
bers to he in debt. Not for 2 moment will they
allow the apostle’s injunction, ‘‘owe no man
anything,” to he disregarded. They will put
away a member just as quickly for breaking this
precept as for adultery. They say they know
no distinction among the commands of God ;
that they are all alike important with them, and
thatif a thing be enjoined in the word of God,
that is enongh for them; that they then reso-
lutely require all their members to comply with
it. They consider the disregard of the forego-
ing precept by sister churchesto be productive
of incalcuable mischief. Jtis much to be re-
gretted .that their example in not uuiversally
followed.

If a member of the congregation happens to
visit # ball or dance, he or she is not even so

much as called upon for_an apology. The |
church takes for ™ granted—and tkis is well |

Inown to all the members—that its yoke has
become burdensome, and quietly proceeds to
remove it. Such is the promptness of the
church to.act in this and all like cases, and
such the majesty of its calm, affectionate man-
ney, that every act of this kind is effectual.

J&g:iin, in their intercourse one with another
and with the world, there is another rule from
which-they resolutely refuse io swerve: in all
things they do fo others as theywould that others
should do 7o them. They tell me they never
suffer. themselves cven for a. moment to disre-
gard it; They train themselves, for it, and
strengthen themselves for it, and hence find it
most casy in practice. They say the pleasure
arising:from scrupulously living up to thisruleis
one of the most distinet and peculiar belonging
to the Christian’s life. They seem to beat on
ujter Toss to understand how professors can ever
§0' far forwet their best interests and their truest
happiness- s to- neglect the rule. In the cor-
rectgess of this judgment I must confess I fee
nyself obliged to concur.

But, reader, though I delight to linger over
the lineaments of this church, yet must I bring
thispicce to.a close. How long, ok ! how long,
before the religious world will ‘become in spirit
and in deed what the Master intended it to be !
=Lard’s Quarterly.

Mark xvi. 15. Go yo into all the world and
proach tho gospel to every creature.

Go forward into all the world
With heavenly love and truth unfurl’d,
To every creature under heaven )
The gospel may be freely given.

My stores with beavenly grace o'orflow
To men of every tongue below.

I hold thoe welcome out to all,
Who ruined are by Adam’sfall.

It is my will, O shout the cry

Through every clime beneath the sky;
That every child of Adam’s race,

May share in everlasting grace.

Tellall the world that I have power,
To save in every perilous bour;

Tell sinners tinged with every blight,
That I will make them clean and white.

I willing am and able too,
To save the Gentile and the Jew;
For I'm the faithful just and True,
And T will all their hearts renew.

Go tell that weeping mother there
To cast on me her every caro;

Though she's down-cast and sore distressed
Il place her high among tho blest.

The chirping birds through =it that fly,
With food I always do supply ;

I deck the earth with flowers and grass
Which human dresses can’t surpass

Shall I not far more mindful be
Of her who has her faith in me?

I'll sootho her sorrows® queil her fears,
Remove her doubts and dry her tears.

The generous father by her side

Who loved her since she was his bride.
Tell him to give his heart to me,

From every care Fll make him free.

Pass not the cripple norjthe blind,
For I was never so unkind;

I gave the blind their sight on earth
1 healed a cripple from his birth,

Tell childred too of every age,
Though high or low their parentage ;
My arms aroung them turned in love
I ranked them with the blest above.

Arwavs Cueerren.  Avways Harey.— Ile
takes everything patiently, meekly, quictly,
smilingly; always looksupon the bright side;
no matter what comes in his way, what crosses
or losses, troubles or trials, all the same ; if any
crooked, crabbed stick, or knotty subject cross
his path, he gives them 2 gentle brush, and on
be goes—no jarring, contcading, or sparring.
O what blessed traits in business men and wo-
men, mechanics, merchants, postmasters, and
clerks.—Men of these sterhng habits are apples
of gold in pictures of silver, or like the sun
bursting through darkand misty cloudsor a foggy
atmosphere ; they impart a healthful glow, 2
cheerful vivacity, even to the hosom of the
morose, the sour, and the crabbed.
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As it MeyMory relieves the mind in the
vacant moments, aod fills up the chasms of
thought with ideas of what is past, we have
other faculties that agitate and employ her
upon what is to come. These are the passions
ol hope and fear.—Spectator.

Be Firy.—The wind and waves may’ beat
against a rock standing in a troubled sea, but it
remains unmoved.  Vice may entice, and the song
and the cup may invite,, Beware: stand firmly
at your post. Let your principles stand forth
unobscured. There is glory in the thought that
you have iesisted temwtation and conguered.
Your bright example is to the mariner upon a
sea-shore; it will guide others to the port of vir-
tuc and safety.

EVANGELISTS' ADVICES,

e T T N S

o

« Vigited Stoufivilleonce. Two good meetings.
The Brethren need a weeks labourin that locality.
Held some meetings near home in Bro. Trull's
settlement in connection with Bro. Thompson of
Bowmanville. Attended some of Bro. Lard’s
meetings in Oshawa. Took him to the Wed-
nesday cvening mecting in Toronto, Sent word
that we would he there, but when we reached
the house the meeting was under way and Bro.
Beaty did all the speaking. I wish Bro. Lard
could preach one weck in that city. Had the
pleasure of immersing one near Bowmanville.
Then started for Norval. Spoke in Stoufiville
on the way. Called on Bro. Rutherford in
King. Heard some good news which will be
found in another place. Rested for the night in
the hospitable home of Bro. Malcolm Campbell.
Next morning found the meeting near Norval.
Bros. Black and Anderson had been there part
of the previous week. The former had gone
to King or Nottawasaga. Bro. Anderson and
the writer continued the meeﬁngs'in Norval till
the cvening of the following first day. And
with the assistance of Bro. Menzies held three
meetings in Churchville also, where we found
Bro. Snure, Sister Matilda Hall, Wismer, &e.,
We were highly favered the last first day in
Norval with visitors from otherlocalities. Bro.
McKechnie from Glenele. Bro. and Sister
Post, from Postville. Brethren McKinnon from
Erin. Brethren Clarke, McKechnie, Sinclair,
Campbell and others from near Cheltenham,
and Bro. and Sister Bessy from near Georgetown.
One was immersed and another gave the confes-
sion; but the Rev. Mr. Somebody and some
others put “a lion in the way.® Prov. Left
Bro. McKimnon’s *on Monday. Reached Bos-

ton in time that evening for Bro. A. to give a
good discourse to an intelligent audience.
Next evening spoke in Nassagaweya, where we
held three meetings. Hence to Culp Settlement.
Bro. McKinnon will preserve that peice on faith
and works. We forgot it.

Crere SErTLEMENT, Sept. 1864. - L.

P. S.—We were glad to know that they have
a “Sunday School’” in Novval.

We have good meetings in this place; oue
immersed and two restored. L.

B. Fraxkiix, Enitor or 4. C. Review.

My DeaR BROTHER,—

In some of your late issues, articles have
appeared with respect to which a few remarks
from our side of the lake might not be altogether
out of place. The papers are not before me,
hence no exact quotations are attempted.

1. Notice of steps being taken to bring outa
new hymn book. Arenot these premature ? And
will not the new book brought outin this way
bring trouble amongstus? That our present
hymn book might be somewbat improved is
cheerfully admitted ; but since it is published. by
our venerable Brother Cemphell and the profits
devoted to the cause, should we not be contented
with it for o while? And instead of bringing
out one catirely new, would it not be better even
then to improve the present one? Wise Brethren
took this plan before, and the old books gradually
disappeared. Again, isit wise and prudent for
one or a few Breihren to undertake the ¢ getting
up”’ ‘of a new hook without having some
guarantee that it will be accepted by ali? We
have too many hymns, tunes, &¢., now. Better
make a good use of the few than mar the beauty
of the many.

2. After all that you said in a late No. about
Bro. Anderson’s ¢ Translation,” (and in the
main justly said,) what a marvel thatin the same
issue Bro. A. should acknowledge that at least
one word had not been translated ! He says the
English reader can understand it from the
connection. That is just what we had to do
with Dapfizo. But he says paraclete either
means ““advocate” or ¢ comforter.”” Then
why not have given us “advocate’” or com-
forter ?”

3. A fashionable and weak attempt at an
apology for the use of the word reverend when
speaking of our preachers, and for bringing
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instruments into our places of worship to per-
form the singing. How did this escape your
slylus?  Sueb writers nearly brought the Har-
binger to the grave. Dro. Franklin, Paul
pliced guards full of terror and dread around
the pure, simple gospel; ought we not to be
very watehful in these days of declension and
degeneracy ! May God biess you in your labor
of love.
Yours in the hope of immortality,

Canada, 1864. L.

I*.5.—Would it not have been hetter had Bro.
Auderson improved the ¢ version’ published by
Bro. Campbell than to have brought out o “new
translation 27 Mulliplying © teanslations’” and
hymn books will neither ¢ increase faiu.” nor
promote reunion.

L.

FOR THE ADVISER.

Bro. Kilgour and myself spent about two
weeks between Rockside, on the front of Cale-
don, and around, Cheltenham, in Chinguacousy,
These neighborhoods are thickly seitled and
furnish the best kind of materials for building
the Christian Temple. The inhabitants generally
arc substantial farmers and mechanics, with a
sufficient supply of merthants, teachers, preach-
ars, &¢., to make them fivst-class settlements.
Their Temperanee Societies opened their Halls
for us, and thongh our heterodoxy was pretty
exiensively reportéd, among them they gave
us & candid hearing, and we tried to preach the
gospel to them, “saying none other things than
those which the prophets and Moses did say should
come. That Christ should suffer and that He
should be the first that should rise from the dead
and sbiould show light to the people and to the
Gentiles.”” Our stay among these very respect-
able friends was very pleasing and encouraging,
and it made us long for the day when sectarian-
ism and strife and bitterness will be banished
from among those who love the Lord and trem-
ble at His-word. May we labor for that
consummatgion.

We found Bro. McQuarrie near Cheltenbam,
severely, suffering from a combination of com-
plaints that were likely to cause deathin a short
time; but the hope of the gospel sustained and
comforted Him, and at his request the brethren
met at his house on the two Lord’s day evenings,
we were there to break the commemorative loa

£

which privilege he enjoyed much, and we parted,
hoping to meet again in paradise. Three were
baptized on this tour.

Since then, I spent two days in Isquesing, in
company with Bro. Anderson, expecting to sce
Bro. Lister there, and make some arrangements
for labor at the north, but not seeing him, 1
came here alone at present, hoping however,
that before long Bros. Anderson and Lister or
Kilgour and Sinclair will visit the good brethreu
avound the Georgian Bay, and come in the full-
ness of the blessing of the gospel of Chuist.
In no place arc Drethren more worthy and
reliable than here.  Fowr were baptized in
Nottawasaga, excellent hearing there and in
Sunnidale, and I am now in Meaford, among old

and young proved friends. Bro. MeMullen will
long be missed by all who visit Meaford and
who had the pleasure of his acquaintance.

James Brack.
Meaford, 22nd Sept., 1864.

———

¢“He that hateth, dissembleth with his lips,
and layeth up deceit within him; when he speak-
cth fair believe him not, for there arc seven
abominations in his heart.”” Prov.

¢“Where no wood is, there the fire goeth out;
so where there is no tale-bearer the strife
ceaseth.”  Prov.

OBITUARIES,

Our beloved Bro. McQuarrie of Chinguacousy
was laid in the tomb on the 10th inst, The
word of God was very precious to him. e
separated it from all other books, and rested for
eternal life upon its promises.  Sister McQuarrie
may truly say “we sorry not as those who have
no hope.”

L.

We have just heard that our much afflicted,
very patient and well beloved Sister Oliphant
has gone to “ be with Christ.”  Unquestionably
she has made 2 happy exchange; and that our
beloved Sister Dabol fell sweetly asleep in
Jesus a few weeks ago. L.

ITEMS,

~ A~~~

Bro. Kilgour will please furnish Bro. N. B.
with a copy of the last letter sent. 'Twas
miglaid.

L.
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BRO. PROFESSOR LOOS IN ERAMOSA.

When we learned at Everton that Bro. Loos
was in Toronto, we ascertained by a messenger
sent for the purpose, when he would visit Ever-
ton, in time to notify brethren in all the churches
around us, and from the first to the last we bad
large, attentive and profitable andiences.  On
Loxrd’s day, our house 60 x 40, was packed full
twice, and in the estimation of the most intelli-
gent brethren, the series of meetings held by
Bro. Loos among us, though only a few, were
among the most profitable we ever had. His
subjects could not, in our judgment, be better
selected, and he handled them as we would
expect from a man determined to benefit his
hearers with admirable simplicity, skill and
judgmnent, so that a child could understand him.
May he long live a blessing to the world as a
preacher of the Gospel and a teacher in Bethany

College.
DrscIpLE.

BRO. LARD IN CANADA,

This efficient proclaimer of the gospel has
settled in Oshawa fora time. He has conducted
a series of meetings in that place very success-
fully. He would like an acquaintance with the
Brotherhood throughout the Province. Allwho
wish to order his Quarterly (a most valuable
work) can address him at Oshawa, C. W. All
of which we say on our own responsibility.

CoxNDUCTORS,
e e e e

_ GOOD NEWS.

We learn from Bro. Rutherford that two were
immersed in King recently. From Bro. N.
Black that four were immersed in Toronto with-
in the last month. From Bro. S. Culp that one
was immersed in his neighbourhood, and four
from Smithville were immersed by Bro. Kemp.
And from Bro. Ash that Bro. Lard had ten
hmmersions in Oshawa.

CoxpucroRs,
L S — e

To A. H. The 1st vol. of the Quarterly will
come to you at a reduced price. There was
somo mistake in ordering it. L.

We are very anxious that.more subscribers
should be obtained for the..ddviser. Can you
not, dear Reader, send in at least one name.

Coxpucrors,

We have been informed that some brothron
whom we highly esteem. have withdeawn from
the Shuter Streat Chureh, Thiy we very tuich |
regret. Had wise and experfenced brethren |
been called from other churehes, matiers might
have been adjusted. Such eounssl is often of
great utility.

We wish our contributors to assist us 81l thoy
can with items of news, ugeful axticles, &6., but
by all means let them condenss, It the srti-
cles be brief, concise, shoxt, full of pith. We
wish our paper to be filled with ussfal matter
—short pieces—with thoughts well packed.
Long articles are seldom read,

Conpyorors,

ey

Bro. Loos’ Report of Tour toe lato for this
nnmber. L.

Brother Anderson thinks of vigiting Pickering
soon, say within two wecks, Canuet Brother
Kilgour go also? Is there nob a ¥ tradition’ to
the effect that he has so promised? ¥ Henrsay"
says that Brother Sinelafy will acesmpany Bro.
Kilgour by and bye, Well, if Bres. Black, An:
derson, Kilgour, Sinelair, &e., 86 o bs oit
Iabouring for the co-operation, we niay 6xpect
more to be done than in former yesrs. Owen
Sound, Derby, Meaford, Collingwood, Krin,
Nassagaweys, Pickering, and other places will
most likely be visited, May the Lord help us
to do all we can:for the Gaptain of salvation.

3

A large meeting will be hsid 8¢ Omagh; on
Sunday, the 6th November nost, when Bréthren
C. J. Lister and J. Kilgour ar¢ sxpsctod to be
present, also several uthef hestheon will be there
from a distance.

R B,
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ADVISER,

Published monthl;;'-,- Oaly 80 esiits 1s
paid in advance. All money, new Hemes
changes of address, &e., should bs sent to

FElder Jas. Rilgour, Rockwoed, All imalter

designed for its pages will be reesfved by °
Elders Jas. Black and Jas, Kiigour, Rock-
wood ; Lazarus Parkinson, Eramess, atid C,
J. Lister, Bowmanville, Thelast resporisible

for any deficiency,



