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AN EXPOSITION O LUKE

THE GOOD NEWS,
BARTIMEUS

U1

V. 46-52, IN TWO PARTS

BY THE REV. F. D. MUIR, KINGSTON, C.W,

PART I—TRUE
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EARNESTNESS.

to avold observing that there is generally
a something about the sulject of the mira-
cles and the incidents connected with them,
which is 80 eminently suggestive of those
Ligher spiritual truths which it is the ohject
of revelation to inculcate, that it is hardly
possible to avoid the conclusion that we
have here a manifestation of that contri-
vance and arrangement with which an
overruling Providence hﬁ' encircled all
things, Itis here as in the case of those
great analogies which exist between the
physieal and spiritual creations, between
the phenomena of life and death in bhoth
for instance, or between salt and sanctity,
leaven wnd living principle. In observing
the use which is made of these in Serip-
ture, we cannot bring ourselves to look
upon them as mere afterthoughts so to
speak of inspiration, but feel constrained
to view these afier applications as ove at
least of the manifold designs of the original
arrangements of creation, So’in tracing
the narratives of these miracles and ob-
serving how the circumstances and incidents
of them impressively and almost irresistably
suggest the higher and more spiritual ase
Pects of man’s pasition and relations to his
Saviour, we feel that it wauld be as absurd
as it would be unphilosophical to suppose
that these, sa obvious and so instructive,
analogies are the creatures of accident, or
that, in following them out, we are follow-
ing the light of our own fancy, rather than
the direetion of the finger of God. Un-
scriptural and unwisg as it would be to at-
tempt, by a process of what has been called
spiritualizing, to gild the fine gold of Serip-
ture by covering it aver with fanciful and
wise drawn analogies, and still more to rest

on these the proof uf dogmatic truth; not
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less absurd is it to turn away our eyes froin
obvious aud natural sugyestions calling up
to our minds and presenting in new and it
may be more impressive aspects, trutlis
which Seripture has elsewhere plainly and
directly substantiasted.  And the cffort to
link in these suggestions jndissolubly with
the Word so that ever as it is read, they
will arise in the mind of the reader is surely
not unworthy of the Cliistian teacher, and
may tuirly be considered as only following
out the mind of the Spirit. )

1t needs no quick and lively fancy for

mstance, to make the first picture present-

cumstances of man’s fallen estate. A poor
Liind iw_;‘gm' sit'ing by thie W’Ry&i(lﬁ. hmvi
naturaliy doés this sugerest our position by |
natnve, blind to the manite-ted glory of
God, Lelpiess by reason of this very Liind-
ness, and dependent for our support, for
that whieh we can neither earn nor merit,
but mu veceive as ahms from the Land of
merest pity. Every benctivient mir:wlvl
that our Saviour wrought, réuinds of some |
dite ent aspect of this sone sad fact—
The lqvwwim Le healed remind nx of moral
poitusion, the padsies be enred of mord fm-
poteney, the fevers he allaved of raeing
lusts. T'he hunary ful sugaest a deeper
inner watt, the demoniaes relieved, a sad-
der spiritual despotism, the dead he raised
a deadlier inward death. But of all the;

cnibiems whieh these inwasd and outwad

Woes sugrest, none seems  to fo more
thorouglily to the root of the matter than
this of biindness,  Itself merely negativé,
it embraees within itself or brings in its
tiain all positive evil. The blind man
travels along life’s rough highway to knock
his foot against every stone without being
awle 1o see the beauty, or estimate the
value of earth’s most flashing jewels.—
Thorns he feels, but Lie sees no roses.  Chill
winds blow upen Lim, Lut he knows not

that they bring up a rich eanopy of sun
gilded clouds, big with blossings and ready

to drop down fatness on the earth.

rains beat on him, but be cannot see bo.

the grass grows green and the little

rejoice.  In short, he is alive to A
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miseries, and insensible to most of the

nignancies of nature. 8o it is wit

h t

spiritually Dlind,  Sensitive to the misen;
and blind to the mercies of God's wise ®

Loly govermmnent, they grope their dar
way through a world full of God’s &

ket
do(

ness, ﬁudnw ouls evil where in puth @

good, ﬁudmg only misery where

every’

aud
thing is redolent of mercy ; and af! Pe¢

the light of 1he glory of God has

s W

. . . v
shined into their bearts, beesuse the @

ot their understan:ling are not ¢1 ligh

te[let 1,

that they may kuow what is the ]“’W

his ealling and \\Imt the riches of the ¥

v

of His inheritance in the suiuts. Ah')

the central evil of thic fall ix spiritual
nessad the central blessedness of 1¢
tion spiritual enlightenment, thst ®

kuow with ali saints what is the heis

sdett Ui
e nK ‘j

(
:}1(;‘

f

, ove
lepth, and lenoth and brewdth of the!

God that passeth fnowledge.

Bat, winle everv instance
cured reminds of thisy the case ¥
lias 1w owtr peculi resson o e
apthy and passive contentment
the Lhud nmae i fiistof ol lcw-'-‘(

g atio
trasted as it i with the panifestt

eager and earnest anXicties, whieb
. place on tlie near approach of Jesu*
see that sueh apathy is a common ol
teristic of the Lind, and we can ensily
count for it. By the very coml‘le‘e
their deprivation they are shut 0“
everything that can remind them b

p¥
trast of what they are and w hat they ,,lr

have been, and thus speedily becoﬂ
livious of the great evil of their Jot
are troubled only about those
evils of which it is the occasion:
with him who isspiritually biind; ©
of the glory and Dlessednesss fro,

wpite
i W

¢
1 0{

of Liind?®®
fore v

" (1‘
. hitl‘

ot

rﬂO’
. &
o
»
o

e

a1
2

Lie is shut out, ke is assiduous only n,g(’

ing to obviate the present jncon®




gﬁhiﬂ darkened state by such helps as the
Toay’y dog of natural reasou, or the
Man’s staff of worldly prudence. But
Perhy rved that there is one thing and
the ps only one thing that will break up
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bearers of the Gospel, gives way-in a
general awakening ; and listless inditference
is replaced by deep convictions and earnest
inquiry.  And here a lesson, an important
lesxon comes home to hoth preachers and
hearers, what the one ought s

&

pecially to
hold forth and the other 1o inquire after,
is a present Saviour, a Savienr near and
ready to help, and preseut salvation, what
Jesus is williug to do now for our delivers-
ance, what he is presently and immediarely
able and willing to hestow ont of the rich

treasures of his fulness,  The thought of

%hen he is nade to understand the | this, the expectation of this will, if anv

thing will, quicken us from our apathy and

1 QL . . . .
oW Savionr was wont to close his | stir us up to an erergetic etfort to lay hold

of the great salvation.
In Bariimens, aronsed and pleading, we

a heanrifui pieture of ernestness, a

T Ll et Taee oF e
QY widein, consisting as 1l does of gecit

foeling aned vig roas pronose haos ever, see
it where we may, a streny hold on humen

Ssympathy—ay we not say of divine sVI-

i
]
i

r, . -
ek, o0 the sinnor sitting under that | sympat

pathy also—seoive that o 2l apj enance
wa ave, in this respeet, nnl)‘ made after the
jnrge of God However that may be, we
kuow that 1t had ever a strong hold on the

hy of Jesus, who was man as well

the gospel whieh conveys [ as Goly and has =] for cee woe not that,

freated on the throne of the universe anl

swaying all thines by Lis scoptre, he sver
y > = . i ’

possibility and likelihood | gives most sieeess 1o the men of earnet

crauce from the misery Fiminds, to the men who feel keeniv and act

vigorously.  Of thein he still secns to sz,

i . o~ . v
“as Le said of ove earnest minded servant of

Henee it has always

old, “Who art thou, O grow mouniain g

Phefore Zerubabel thon shalt become 2

ot
k and life that the Gospel |

plain.” - Who can doubt, as we see the
man of strong wind eurnest purpose clewving

his way through obacles, and dashins

hem aside like a strong swinuuer batui s
with hn opposing  flood, until he has

! changed impossibilities inty realitivs, and
28 1uto God’s mzirvellous]stalxllne(l what men called his fancies in

|

endurable charactors on the hard rok of
material fact—who ean doubt, who wit-

ich we complain in the | nesses the all but omnipotence with which
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genuine earhestness is clothed, that it is an
omnipotence which dwells, not in the in-
herent force of .the quality itself, great as
that undoubtedly is, but which flows to it
from the sympathy and co-operation of the
arent Ruler of the universe, who was and
is hiself emphatically in earnest. O, if
we would secure the sympathy of Jesus,
an:l the co-operation of his power, if we
would accomplish anything good and great,
or good and Little, it such a thing can be;
i we would win salvation for ourselves or
others, let us be eunest.  Let us be earnest
For in propor-
tion to his sympaihy with earnesiness, is

or leave the matter alone.

his detestation of the opposite. «T would,”
savs he to the men of Laodicea, I would
ye were either cold or hot.  So, then, Le-
cause ye are lukewarm, and neither cold
nor hot, T will spue you out of my mouwth.”

The characteristics of earnestiess are
here Feantifelly pletured. It neels little to
encourage it, and yet lays vigorous hold of
every encouragement. It meets with much
to discourage, but is not easily bindered.
It never sceks to accomplish, by the help
of others, what itself can do. It does what
it can, when it cannot do all it would. It
goes direct to the best means, and uses in-

stincetively the best plens.  And usually it

o . .. . t
manifests itself in a way whieh the easy

and inditferent think neither decorous nor

becoming, ueither reasonalle nor vight.

How does the conduct of Bartimeus in
these respects compare with that of those,
alas! too muny, who profess to be seeking

salvation without furnishing us with the

smalicst symptom on which we might haug
a proot, cither of reality in their protession,
or earnestness in their hearts,
neither promises nor pledges, but based his
hopes on the mere report of Jesus' charae-
ter and past doings; they have promises
and pledges and undertakings wanifold;
and yet be presses forward amid repeated
discouragements, still hoping, still believ-

ing: they draw back discouraged and de-

tHE GoOD NEWS.

He had :

sponding. He knew not that Ehrist W
liscen to him, and, if the opinion Which_
| been bLased on a comparison of the var
narratives be correct, had falled the PW“O ,
'eveniug to attract his notice, yet e
I doubles his ery.  They have assura?
| that his ear is ever open, yet their ™
lis dumb. When we see this poot wd
! who could not go and cast himself i‘lt t
: feet of Jesus, wasting no time in "?‘"]' .eﬂ
| treaties for the help of others, but rais! 4
[his own voice in earnest oulery, ho¥ "
reliukes the inertness of these who go# ;tas
twith whinigg complaints of their Pt !
deadness and their soul’s barrenné :
leaning helplessly on the pl’:l"y\irs.o At
piens, while their Bibles are unstudw(l \
their closets neglected.  Or what m‘e“.é
to think of men who know that the¥ h“.
souls to be saved. and that Jesus is s¢ (Zvﬂ"
|‘as a propitiation for our sius, and )'et ¢ o
plain that they eannot and know nOtlideJ
i . . . . el 7“'
| by the instinets of a soul on fire coDC™
“iny the essence of all Old '1‘estamel‘t.li)on.

. . an OF
i to pray, when we see this poor man >

 phecies into one pithy and powertul pett g
¢ Jesus of Nazareth, thou Son © 4 Y
i have mercy on me.”  And how does "
cconduct of him who, when rebuke o
| charged to hold his peace, cried the
"a great deal, and suceecded in his P“ﬂéeep
irebuke the folly of those who sti;ﬁe Job
“convictions, as if ashamed or afral

! . 1) ruiu‘
- them be known, and to their soul

| avé

i Farther on in the narrative W‘?L ol
. . R

tanother illustration of the same P17 1

with its own peculiar lessons, and it 8 rpelr
feared, its own peculiar rebukes. u]ﬂ
chained by his infirmity, Bartime®® o8
do nothing else bat cry, he eried Jou L
searnestly, and refused to be silenc®’

ro sooner does he receive the encOul i
ment of Christ's invitation, and the be P?
' hand of Clrists messengers, ! o g

( promptly takes advantages of botb- i

cries are siienced, and the 6’"';29 :

within him turned to action;
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teid every incumbrance and hurries to the
of his deliverer. It is not difficult to

. : % what class the instruction and rébuké
de'e convéyed is modt appropriately ten-
ge:iecda’nand by what class it is most ener-
y Y required. It is that, alas! too
sﬁm:’o‘ls' class of gospel héarers, who, with
hea, anxiety for their soul’s salvation, have
Jeny ”the gospel invitation, «Come to
— and have the hand of Christian
¢ Igathy and help continually held out to
o Sil’ and yet linger in conscious thraldom
"and at a conscious distance from the

o Zf. tl}e Saviour. O, my brother, my
arg no";’ face the fact and know it. You
si“-eere] n arnest; you do mot really and
Yoy Y Wish to be saved. If you did you
ag w“;’t tead to be twice told to “arise
“ﬂlne;; 1 away your sins, calling on the
sav, dthe Lord.” You do not wish to
&: » and who will save you in such a
ey, 11267 Will event the blessed and
b “f‘érc.xfu] Jesus?  Not he; he will pity
reco,(;j will Dot help, Never, in the whole
3 of his wondrous love, will you find

est?f his bestowing a blessing not first

Not g ° desired, the want of which was
hand:‘; keenly ang deeply felt. If your
touly o o 0"¢ Covered with blood, if your
Sious, 3p raging with foul and angry pas-
belrous Your heart were obdurate and re-
Vet ig lefln«.l hard as the nether millstone,
Your ir"OWSf of the Lord were drinking
Werg %n‘)"f-llsj if the terrors of the Lord
g, Passing you about, if alarmed,
Yo vfe:l:;l 1'6§t1e53, if, anxious and earnest,
Wyl - ?Okmg about for safety, my soul
of o rme% 0\'e1'. you as a probable heir
rtaker,o:: one likely soon to be made
for | coulg he grace that fsin Christ Jesus:
t(f(’ne Wh( lead you and you would come
iy owy l?] Would wash awdy your sins in
Hﬂlin “« ood : would" say to the storms
the he; %ace, be still ” would take away
flay, ™ of stone and giy. heart of
give you a o

" you, my poor forlorn brotber,
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hoping, fearing, and still remaining in the
gall of bitterness and bond of iniquity, what
shall I say to you? Jesus will not come
to you, and you will not come to Jesus.
I would bring him to you if I could, but
he will not come, It is not proper, it seems,
that he should. Infinite wisdom has de-
creed that it is not, or infinite love would
leap over all barriers, and pluck even you
a brand from the burning. He will not
come therefore, and I dare not ask him. I
can only beseech the Father for his sake to
send his spirit into your heart to quicken
you to a true apprehension of your danger,
that you may be in earnest. I can only
pray, “Lord, show this man what he is
and where he is, lest the avenger of blood
overtake him, and there be no escape.

But the example of Bartimeus has «till
farther instruction. The casting a'way of
the garments is a highly expressive, we had
alutost said a symbolic act. Let us con-
sider it. A beggar's mantle was mnot a
thing of much value in itself; but relatively
to him, it had all worth of indispensable
necessity. Beggars ar. not apt to be bur-
dened with supertluivy of clothing, and
without his garment how was he to provide
for either comfort or decency. Yet he
risks all that, rather than be hindered in
going to Jesus, abandons his clothing to the
mercies of the crowd, careless if he shall
ever recover it, or recovering, find it fit to
wear. "Or take another point of view. The
distance of Jesus was not great; the time
consumed in reaching him would be short,
even at the slowest; the difference between
going with or without the cloak of little
consequence. And doubtless Christ would
wait, would give bim time to reach him,
without the necessity of sacrificing his dress.
But real earnestness tiever stops to make
such calculations, can admit in its eager-
ness only one consideration—the speediest
attainment of its end; and every encum-
brance is thrown aside, without stopping

L ——— S

v
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to count the cost. Alas! how different
from this the conduct of so many, who
" seem more anxious to carry as much as
possible with them into the ark than to get
in themselves, more anxious to carry all
they can from Sodom than to escape with
their lives. That man of much business
and many gains, in whom the. cares of this
world and the deceitfulness of riches are
choking the word—is he in earnest about
Lis salvation, who canuot let even one op-
portwiity of a bargain slip, but is ever plot-
ting how he may increase a business that
already threatens to bury him in perdition ?
Or that Martha, careful and troubled about
many things, has she learned that one thing
is needful, who is ever finding something
yet to do, and then she will have leisuie to
sit at the feel of Jesus? Or the followers
of some questionable Lusiness, against
which their own conscience spenks, shal
they be allowed to piead necessity, and not
be hell to the confession that they are by
no means in earnest about salvation,  Or
the votaries of fushion, the victims of
worldly conformity and worldly connee-
tions, the slaves of some darling pleasure
or favourite pursuit, of which they are sen-
sivle that it comes between them and their
Saviour, comes between them and their
Bibles, comes between them and the throne
of grace, comes between them and the life
that is in Christ Jesus, but who, instead of
dashing these things from them, lzpreaking
through and away from all to run to and
after Christ, are stoppmg 1o consider
whether they cannot be Christians without
all this sacrifics and self-dental, stopping to
see whetl.er they cannot find an instance of
some one who was a Christian, or seemed
to be a Christian, and lived as they live,
and did as they de. Now, is it possible
that they can hope to persuade either us or

themselves that they are at all in earnest,
or really desirous to be saved.

I know not a thing worth buying but
beaven.

| never went away.”—Jxmuay TAYLOR:

THE DEATH OF AN INFANT:

I heard the angels singing
As they went up through the skYs
A swecet Infant's spirit bringing
To its Father's house on high!
“ Happy thou, so soon ascended,
With thy shining raiment on!
Happy thou, whose race is ended
With a crown so quickly won!

‘« Hushed is now thy lamentation,
And the first words to thee given
Will be words of adoration,

In the blessed speech of Heaven h
For the Dlood thou might'st have slig
Hath now made thee pure within,
And the evil sced is blighted

That had ripened into sin.

“We will lead thee by a river
Where the flowers are hlooming
We will sing to thee for ever
For no night may darken there,
Thou shalt walk in robes of glory,
Thou shalt wear a golden crowi
Thou shalt sing redemption’s story
With the saints around the thron

fail s

«Thou shalt see that better country
Where a teardrop never fell,
Where a foc made never entry .
And a friend ne'er said farewell;
Where upon the radiant faces
That wtll shine on thee alway,
Thou shalt never see the traces
Of-estrangement or decay. ’

“Thee we bhear, a lily hlossom,
To a summer elime above ;
There to lay thee in a bosom ' 10VE

Warm with more than mothers
Happy thou, so timely gathered,
From a region cold and hare,
To bloom on, a flower unwithered o
Through an endless summer ther

lowly »

Through the nizht that dragged 50 &
Watched a mother by a bed;

Weeping wildly, knecling lowly, !
She would not he comforted.

To her lost one she was clinging,
Raining tears wupon a shroud ;

And those angel-voices singing
Could not reach her through

J. D. Burxs, Vision of Prophecy’

the C]oﬂt’.

* «Days without night, joys without ':o o
sanctity without sin, charity without stal
session without fear, society without'en.
communication of joys without lesseni® ;,f
they shall dwell in & blessed countrys ¥ pie8
enemy never entered, and from wheno# © - -
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TEN MINUTES WARNING.

BY THOMAS GUTHRIE, D. D.

The _—
tw!‘:‘lbstance of this Address was delivered
4y8 after the calamity in Edinburgh
to which it refers.

\»
awy, O“_anus@. all have heard of that sudden and
With Clamity which lately filled Liinburgh

o N . . h
el Oom—aud  which was God's voice
Ty N in 2 striking way to the whole com-

Yo “The lion hath roared, who will not
I "‘“ml’ l_l"‘}l, hending his shagey neck, with
o t]lAl‘u‘d cluze to the ground, and eyes
Poay, ’1 thl vk'.”f*'f of the forest gives forth his
i “V:ﬁrk“m‘c as it rolls along the ground
owh oL 0ttates from the mountains, is fol-
umfr;‘qle deepest silence; ail other ereu-
te strack dumb with terror: and such
Stilln‘-.:ts, that a withered lewi might be
sf’“aket‘l;om”“f-.' from atree.  Now wien God
EOVides —and never spake Ie to my ear in

foay 1

ot uttelm" as e has spokennow—who should
s ad, oy hear, and learn the solemn les-

W,
3 € w . .
LES Vere ull surprised and shocked on go-

talg tl{-qtdm}'"h on Subbath morning to be
]\"“'x's“ Lnouse had fallen between John
Dory, Sid"-m * and the North Bridge, on the
her of o "|‘ the ]I};;h Street, Elll(ll[‘ll:lt anun-
Capl U were killed—busied in the ruins,
(’f*'ryi(. \‘()f o then, but T went at the close
8 ’:’ “‘l. the afternoon; and here was tiuat

29 nobide str et erowded with peo-

0
P'e t ‘ll
K QY w vy vt - .
S ~warmine bees. Knowing some
I got throuch the

of t}‘"(ﬁ
1]
d“lm, th?. ters of putice,
Whep, ;’.'_“—" on o the pavement opposite
2 N : ‘h”}lse had Heen; and there saw
e!lewl“lllfl:utﬁ?l and shocking  spoctacle.—
w‘*st ang “\“li'unt wall hadd falien, jeaving the
AL mable standing, and the north
¥ S KPTN. ad nlenade .
tiveg, T Een had already  dog onc

i’?’rm
iy o fonsteen dead bodies; and it
CONL Ly
a2

l‘)l].( ot ol sato U N
thaS T e saie jor them to work any
‘ 1 . v .
lc:e aftor, MY had hegan at two o'elock in
Mg, LROOL and St i
Rere g, ¢ >]~ nd they were wiaid to work

. N ) . . .
Y ang Seu.' ecanse durkness was coning
i ud, heciuse the stomn was risiug;
3 000 blowing “aveat pung,” as
Ewy expected  every mement
ous pile of bailding, vigity teet

0 Wopa . .

ere attempling to rescus any who
Iving—apd thers wis little hope
ee all were lound dead who

Wy o . - N
» auq I ont after six o'clock in the morn-
& 'R
Ow

ow, ¢;

Wag nO“: past four in the alter-
poto‘mhmg and impressive was
W 0 the o g€ T was an awful thing
% four. _‘“d’!lg lizht of day, wid on the

g w’hic‘lf’ SIX  storeys high, the dresses
had beey thrown off by the
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inhabitants before they retired -to rest; and
the building sunk, that carried men, women,
and children—sleeping, waking, sinning. pray-
ing, however they were engaged—down into
one grave in an iustant of time. In conse-
quence of the floors giving way and carrying
the doors with them, the wardrobes stood ex-
posed on the walls; and it was a horrid thing
to look up there and see three or four gowns
s shaking, and moviung, and waving ghastly-like
1in the wind of night; and think that right
| down below, those that had put them off some
few hours before, in perfect health, were now
lying begrimed, and mangled, and blackened
corpses. T was stenek with a staff that was
hanging high up on the rent wall; and which
its owner had hung there, little thinking that
that staff was never to be in his hands again!
1t appeared to me to say that life’s journey
was ended, and that the pilgrim had laid by
his staff.  Wounld to God we Lkoew that that
mail's pilgrimage had cuded in the rest that
remaineth for the peaple of God! Looking
I glasses where woman had admired her beauty
and attived heeself, hung here and there on
the shattered wally, flickeriug in the evening
twilight.  T'wo dumb clocks, still fixed on the
ruing, about sixty feet high, told the hour the
catastrophe had happened; they seemed em-
hiems of theii owners who lay below, and in
whom death had stopped life’s pendulum.—
The finzer of one pointed to hall-past, that of
the other to five-und-twenty minutes past one
—the fatal moment when the crash came, and
the mighty wass, seven storeys high, sunk to
the around as if’ it had been rocked by an
carthiuaie,
i Nextday, as early as possible, T returned
to the =eene of the catamity. It was a hideous
spectacle. The three walls, thoagh rent and
| shaken to their fonndations and severely tried
Sy fhe stor that roared and raved all Sunday
I'niaht, were still standing.  "The clothes of the
P dead still kuang on them; bright tinned vessels
were glameing in the light;  children’s play-
things were there—cuphoards, with the erock-
ery ware neatly arranged, stood gaping open;
kettles sat on cold grateg, where the fires con-
tinued to burn for howrs after the hands that
kindled them were cold and stiff in death—
and, besides these, there were many other in-
dications showing that the people—as shall he
at the Lord’s coming, andlike those before the
flood—never dreamed of the calamity, and had,
made all their ayrangements for “ to-morrow.”
Having seen the building, 1 was asked to go
1ud sce the bodies; and went, not to grutify a
vulgar curivsity, but for the sake of its salu~
tary impressions, T have seen many dend—
T have scen no fewer than forty bodies laid ont
in a dissecting room—~and a very shocking siﬁg
it was——but then they had euch died “a iaiz
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strae death;” with forms wasted, their faces
pale, and their features pinched, they bore the
usual marks of death upon them. But of all
the sights T ever saw, the most ghastly and
most afficting was those twenty corpses in
the Police-Office, laid out on the floor in their
night dresses: two childeen in each other's
arms; hushand and wife 1aid side by side; the
dead babe resting on 2 dead mother's hosom;
old aze and infaney, youth and manhood in its
prime,ali stiffand coid.  These, dug out of the
ruins of their homes—some ofthem ten, twelve
or fourteen feet below that mass of rubbish,
bore evidence that death in not a few justances
was the work of a moment.  Some, with a
few moments for prayer, had been suffocated.
There was one woman whose face hore al] the
evidence of a siow and very painful death; but
the sight, although horrible to behold, was ac-
companied by this consolation, that that peor
sufferer, in her dying moments, may have pray-
ed for the mercy s¢he needed: and Jle, who
denied it not to the dying thicf, may have
heard her ery.  Another, ere she was swallow-
ed up, had forecast what was to happen. T
have seen countenances of the damned in paint-
ings intended to represent the horrors of hell,
buther face in its expression, more terrible
than these, I shall never forget. (She seemed
to have waked from sleep to see the gulf on
which she stood, aud tha* in another moment
she would be in eternity. The eyes, the mouth,
the whole face had assumed an expression of
“unuatterable horror; and when that horror was

on her. death, instantaneoss fixed the features |

—forming a ghastly speetacle!  There was a
wife lying beside her hushand—a  powerfully
built man, in full flesh and form, a perfeet ath-
lete in appearance.  There he lay asif he still
slumbered; and might have sit up to ask
what all this was about. Ie had no mark of
pain or any suffering on his face; and stretch-
ed beside him—as they had lain living and
lain loving, in one couch torether—was his
poor, cold, dead wile; and so sndden had been
her death that she yet lay with her arm bent
and her hand resting on her cheek—she had
died without time to utter a ery, stir a limb,
or move a finger. Happy for her. T thought,
if these poor limbs had bent that night at the
throne of grace, if these mute lips had poured
forth earnest prayers for mercy! It was an af-
fecting, and like wise a very instructive sight. I
have heard many a sermon on death, but nev-
er one so solemn as that which came from the
damb and livid lips of the corpses round me.
1t seemail as if the very voice of God was say-
ing, “ Be ye also ready!” «Ma%e your ca'-
ing"and election sure!” ¢ Now is theaccepted
ti n2, and now is the day of salvation!”

You think, no dotibt, you will rise to-mor-
row. There are thos
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bave their work planned for another daf*’
they have this place to go to, and that pe
to see—they are calculating on the morTo*"
Nevertheless, T wonld betray my trust an
false to your souls if I were to leave the Pl s
i in which I am standing Withoutremindiﬂgyod
taat you may never see to-morrow. I ﬂPP:h(,
to you, therefore, I tmplore you to seek o
Saviour.  Seek Himnow. Don't wait. ]wtb
y wait till to-morrow.  Iappy those whom de‘}‘]o,
shall find this night upon their knees! ¥
before they lie down to rest, <hall bew
prostrate, earnest prayer to God, seeking @
ey at His gracious hand! st
Having left the cell of the dead. I Wf‘“tlﬂjen
to that of the living—of those who had B
dug up alive from the ruins. There 1 S“"
poor child, that scemed to have heen ill P
ed and caredd for, ‘She had heen taken 08
seven feet of rabbish, after lying thre¢ "
below it.  She lay ou a bed nsleep4-1‘3°I d'{ﬁ
almost like the dead that T had left; and %0
not disturb her. On the floor of the &
cell, well covered with blankets, sund it
very comfortabledike, lay two pretty ]1§tleg
sharp and intelligent. T asked one of th
“Had you any warning?” “Qh yes, sIF
replied, “ my mother heard & noisc like # £
erack, and she rose and said the houst
falling.”  “ And what happened then? 1 e
you see, sir, she heard no more of it, ﬂ"uﬂow
came to bed beside me.” T then asked=—"
| long did you lie in bed before the 1'00f3“si !
building fell?”  She said— Perhaps = oof
was ten minutes in my bed when the Jdo¥®
came in and fell upon us, and 1 went g
« . . down down . - ° @
I remembered no more about it.” Theltrrﬂﬂ’
was, as it were, one brought up from "pel}rﬂm
—plucked from the juws of death DY Wb
bold men, on whom every moment ¢ it
fearful night the tottering ruins lhrei}:f]“' o
fll, and bury them in the grave wit
they sought to save. By t«;g;-l(‘z}l»light “n‘lrggﬁ
light did these rough, kind, and steut” ps
men dig, through the hours of night 'ﬁi
that rubbish till they reached this €Bl'C g0

v

her little sister. They found them hkeweﬂ 3

i
corpses. No sign of life there! 'lheyosgiy
begrimed and black; the mouth and ® :
filled with lime and dust, ~ Still, if Me8"a #-
used, they might live! As you bavé Bgf’
man shake hig watch when it stops, m']ldle“/
agoing again, they shook these CBI cigf:
these corpse-like bodies—the docto” &g
his finzer on the wrist. 'The pulse begi,n‘a' .
beat—there is life there yet'—ands0 us cll”
the appliances of skill aud kindness, Ehcz“ g
ed the dust aud the lime out of their "4
ani nostrils, and administering stim®
called them to life; and there I saW




!;?" Creatures thus, in God’s good providence
ckeq from the jaws of death.
timo ¥ infunt was right about the length of

t}:ze Which elapsed between the warning and

e(;_ataSthOphe. I see in the newspapers that
to o P2rties also speak of ten minutes given

Aeg). How muph turned on Phese ten min-
are Stil‘l ome, taking the warning, fled; and
Soma living—ten’ minutes saved them!—
degqy WElecting ity went to bed—and are
Uteg ;lm e“' minutes mil_]ed them! 'l‘en. min-
ose inytdo the xame with you! The lives of
miuutps\h“t building turned on the use of ten
ling <s’ and so may your salvation. Ten
dldll»t -
W rase
u, ihg
poung”;
g““sh!”
iny.
 hep)

'lq
] ll:?;e Was one family, of the name of Bax-
embh\g on the fourth storey, noue of the
!lou ,S of whicl perished.  Thethead of this
In ‘\ras a flesher—and many of these men
ou,,-dr%’,e towns are bard put to it to get
& ggg }“ ith their work on Satarday night,
the S:Lb[,l.ome by Sunday morming. It was
Wiy g 20 When lie reached hishome. His
T Children were gone to bed.  She rose
tL bim gome supper, and after that re-
Sleep, sl(; bed; but just as she was falling
"lmble € heard a tremendous erack and
f‘*‘«hn 4 of stones, and from a superstitious
l&ughgy Crie

T iy dGomp a man for ever! Take
i flee to the cross; throw vonr arms
iy ery, “Save me, Lord Jesus, I
and go to heaven. Neglect the
Tgject salvation; and you go down

d

' ed gt peo o “There's a waruing!”  He
I "“ded, fri her fears; hut ere the langhiter was
Iy ™ the next room, where a grown-up

Werhtop I
p’l‘min § ?l“Pt With other three, there came a
lxlotllerl”('r“’y‘“ Ob! father, father! mother,
h; o ¢ sprung to the door, burst it
:;h@n’ h@ng faney his astonichment aud horror,
h-m lay ‘;.w the bed on which hisfour dangh-
4q alre;lp ;,t I two.  Phe sinking of the room
s he “gun! With energy aud prompt-
g‘ent, a Pulled the junatog out " of the apart

a“i’riedna} TOUSing the whole of his family,

M to the door—wife and . nine
1€ with a woman's modesty, want-
efore rushing out; but, with the

insty e who kinew how precions was
Y ran tll; he pushed her before him.—
d, flewiyp chikiren, the wife and her hus-
h Ur their lives.  Ithappened that

© o‘:vg}t'lllg to the falling txenem]e)nt
1th a landing in a house that

it n.t,l:ie}; Made for that, gI‘he family reach-
Whe b ere in safety: but ere the
lang; Tought up the rear, haid stepped
"8 the houge was bending to its

Th
. hor,-:;e 127 a gulf between him and them
™ that was yawning wider and

d"en

Druyer may save a man—the thief!
4 50 long; but ten minute's negleet |
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wider. Summoning up all his energy, a bold,
prompt man, he made one bound and cleared
it—and by that leap saved his life. He lives.

And so soon as he had got across, what was
the first thing he did? what we shall do in the
day of judgment. And whatisthat? When
you and I rise from our graves, if we are God’s
people,.we will begin to count and see if our
children are ail there—this son, that daughter
—if all are there—that we may go up to our
blessed Saviour and say, * Heream I, and the
children that thou hast given me.” Baxter
had had nine children, and but eight stood
there.  One was amissing.  God forbid that
on the great day, and by the right hand of the
throne, alas! there should be one of our child-
ren missing!  If one of you has an unconvert-
ed son or danghter who is going to ruin and
to the bad, oh! pray for them now—that, be-
fore the chasm grow wider, they may leap, get
across it, and be saved. He begun, as I have
said, to connt, and there was one awanting—.
and just as a Chrixtian father or mother will
think more, and pray more, and plead more
with, and be more anxious about, an ill-doing
than about a well-doing child, so this father
and mother forgot almost everything clse in:
their anxiety aboutthe missing lamb. = Hadii$
been overlooked, lost in the wild confusion—
left to perish? No, thank God! Jane was
found awanting: yet, by God’s mercy, saved.
The young creature suddenly wakened out of
sleep, amid the tremendous excitement of the
midnight danger, the roar of the falling build-
ing, the air dark and choking with a cloud of
dust, the confusion, the cries, the screams, the
groans of the perishing. had rushed to the
bottom of the stairs. where a benevolent gen-
tleman found her weeping. and toek her to his
own home. The lost was found. Next morn-
ing she was restored to her parents’ happy
arms.  Ours be the deeper joy of one day say-
ing over every now careless and ungodly child,
“ This my son, my daughter, that was dead, is
hlive again; that was lost, is found!” Pray
for that!

How many great and solemn lessons should
this circumstance teach us!  Look at that of
the warning!  The doors hadn’t be=n working
aright for months; one man states that the door
of his room, in opening and shutting, had so
pressed upon the floor that the mark of it was
worn into the wood to the fourth of an inch
—they had warning in this; there were cracks
in the roof—they had warning in this; the
floors were sinking—they had warning in this;
the plaster was peeling off—~they had warni
in this; the pillars were swaying off the pluml|
—they had warning in this; warnings many
that the house was tumbling, and about to
come down. Well, I was just thinking how
many warnings men have, and yet they live
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just as careless and as reckless. The hair | that of others, there is no time.to wasbe. The
turns grey, and drops off the head; the teeth | judge is at the door. The voice of Christ #

fall and leave empty jaws; the light and power : of old, is sounding loud in the ears Of'
of vision fuil from the eyes; man's step und | drowsy world. Watch, therefore, lest somi®%
breath grow short; he finds it difficult to climb | suddenly, He find you sleeping. When

a hill; he cannot do the work of brain or |stood in the fading light of Sabbath 9"9“.by '
hand he once did; the keepers of the house | that shattered pile, and saw the staff hang!®
are trembling—all these prognosticate that|on the riven wall which was to be po B9
this frail, clay tubernacle is sinking to its fall. | needed—and women’s robes waving it

“ Ah!” you say, as I have heard many do, | wind, which were to be no more worn—?
«Well, 1 wonder how on carth these people | mirrors glittering in the. last lights of 4%
did not take warning!” But how on carth, I |which should no more reflect the living ‘t].h
ask, dves many a man not take wuarning that | —and the fives quenched on their lofty hear.th
he is dying, and.shonld make ready for the w- | —aml the elocks that stood still, each ¥
evituble hour when he shull go to the bar of | silent finger pointing to the hour of doo™
judgment, and have sentence pronounced on | and when I thought of the dead who lay
him, not for time but for eternity? Now, | low, summoned at the miduight hour s© st ¢
would it not be a grand and blexsed thing if | denly and unexpectedly into the presenc®
God by my voice here this night were to warn | (zod, the wind as it moaned among these ghﬂie
any of you? How I wonld have rejoiced to | ly ruins not only seemed to mowrn over :dg
Lave plucked one of these childven from the ! dead, but to fashion its voice into the WO

ruins!  But were it not even a betier joy to . of this solemn warning—* Br YE ALSC READY
rescue some sinful souls out of the wreck and | For YE KNOW NEITHER THE DAY NOR THE H
ruins of a fallen world—bringing them to | wurN THE Sox oF MAN coMeTH.”

Christ, that they might be saved for everi— o __

My friends, go home this night to take the N

w:iming. lf‘jut it not away. “Don't say, “1t's THE IDLE CHRISTIAN.

all very well for others, but it don't apply to| - o - o atvist 92
me—1 shall sce to-morrow—nest week— | 10 beidleistobe—notlike Christ. "

el
another year—many other years!” You don't | not that I must he about my Father’s "“f‘q;n'culn
know that; and suppose you did, if you sec| Tobeidle is to neglect to glorify GO
to-morrow in your present state of sin, I tell | this is my Father gloritied, that ye bear
you there is far less likeithood of your being i fruit.” ope
saved then than there is now—to-night.  Sce| To be idle is to he false to the Chureh * 1y
these people, dead, buriced in an instant among | needs help; she is entitled to the serviee o
that mass of rubbish—and take timely warn- | her sons.  «Here am I3 send me.” of!
ing. Delay not & moment. “ Whatsoever | To he idle is to be eruel to (]yingsﬂlllS/“So &
thy hand findeth to do, do it with all thy | as.one who would leave a wounded man P He
might.” { by the way-side when he might save him of
Live for God—live for Jesns—live not only { which converteth the sinner from the errof & =
for your own salvation, but for others’ good | way shalt save a soul from death.” o
—for dying souls! How nobly did the men{ To be idle is to hinder a blessing. Brio§
of Edinburgh turn out to wori all night long
to save the perishing—those who lay bruised
and buried in the ruins!  “ Ah!” you say, “so
would I had I been there! No more thun
they would 1 have lain in hed—composed
myself to sleep—elung to my pillow—spaved | 50y 00 Gurse, s Curve ¥8 S0
any exertion to help my fillow-creatures fnj - TS TS S upse., mLur ap 0 F
their hour of need? The «is of the wound- CUTSe bitteriys because they came not 0P
ed and maneled and burid i my ear, 1 Ahelp of the Lord a;rainst the mighty.” “C,t'
would have worked with these ju.old tifi they | The idleare liable to a disastrous €0/ o g™
were covered with blood” W, fhre poe | 5€ thyneprofitable servant info outer ds
at your door, perhaps in yoor fanuly, certaiiny e —————
among your acquaintan;ex, those who, livinr - Q) that the young woull be go
careless and in sin, it is as much your duty to .0 hev may h:',u'e Til epoate
try, aud try instantly, to cave. They le| " 5 SE R R N "]| tis U
buried in the ruins of the Fall. Unless they |7 J0¥ »ien they conie ‘o be old - 1ber®h,
are dug out, received into the arms of Christ, | ¥ be sowing seed, Whe'{ you should th"'ﬁ
renewed and revived oy Uis Spirir, they must | Ing you: harvest. Lt is best to +% 'r gt
by and bye, may to-morrow, nay, may this |Summer .; youth against the wipter &
gight be for ever lost, For our own good or age. : T

the tithes into the store-house.”’ .
To be idle is o be weak. « But exercise L
ratber unto godiiness,”
Lileness has no promize.  #So run that yor
ohtain,”  “Let no man take your crowne o

o

j

|

o

oo
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A WORD FOR YOUNG MEN.

.

wﬁfter th
ere -
hig ;‘ed Up a brief prayer, and ther resumed
kne, 4. He had taken the Bible on his
elln’dan was scarching for his text, when
by the the whole congregation were startled
X appearance of the maniac Smith,
Regy]y Young lunatic, who was known to
ﬁ)l(lea al Present, ascended the pulpit with
Pace  TME bowed head, and slow and steady
€ gageq Cng the immuense congregation,
Legg zed carefully around, and amid breath-
the o, “BCe, spread forth his hands, and in
Most thrill: X )
wrilling manner said :
birg, :’[‘l" music iy the music of Heaven,  The
theg, 80 yonder trectops are bearing it with
Wil o NgS to the lips of angels above, who
Dot
L en N . . .
1011 t Thiron,. of God. Joy isthine, O
the l‘I"’SSeSS the 0
i} it of re
i rest love
Cllll]illnort‘llitv? ‘
Yo ?V{””t.‘} I became recrcant to the God
Dapl)in(& me being, and sold my life, my
ﬂl‘knO

srael,
living soul, thut rejoices in

,_and rejoices in the glory of

en Like the traveller who has a well-
d&pgem ~Pﬂt1'x before him, but is attracted to
I’(‘lis'ono u§ Praces by the gaudy show of some
dﬁathy us lower, T have wandered to my
nq Narpas feet were placed in the straight
daln o OW way, were covered with the san-
Dlagg, illlcty’ and the Christian staff was
Wilndere“ Iy hLands, and yet, O God! I
of Vige to my death. The gaudy baubles
of “’iCl;edthe showy, yct thorny flowers
of th gy '}USS drew me aside. I felt the
‘“tr(,ub e' ace, and ascended to Tnountains
i PUrs“i’tand yet T gained not the object of
Creng ¢ On1 dashed, reckless and in-
Souglg - Lo my fate,
E};"Sed wl;?h destruction, led me on, and I,
UWgiy, s remorse, followed. Iknew I was
%Q‘Irs & into ruin
'Oughte ?1’ What cared 19
1dgy :a?h and it came. It wasonc night,
doeﬂrful night it was to me. Ex-
ering o ed, and accursed, I was still
€ Up the mountain of sin. I came
of (€aven’ g “Pand fearfal. The lightnings
Ty m"ipot Q&bhed about me, and the thunder
e"elf ovince pealed in my ears. I felt
angt ) etemng towards that fcarful chasm !
Dger, mal death, stared me in the face,
nt.s o azg ) Pitcously for help. No one
b ed noy me. My companions in vice
Iy, ol my my cries, and he to whom I
hegP lagyy, dsoul, derided me in mockery |
N’che_ ron,.nearer and nearer to the
byg Tocky Pro antically I giasped each shiub
the they o OMinence which lay in my way,
e Jge of oy r¢d in my hands. I reached
dec ¢ precipice! I glanced into
ofdeath! Ohl terror, terror!

P &byss

The wicked one, who !

but, with a soul already |
Voluntarily I had |
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I pleaded Heaven for mercy, but, great Go&,
it was too late!

“ My sin-covered soul trembled with the

{agony it suffered, and was piteous in its ap-

¢ hymn had been sung the minister :

'

!
i
i
|
!

,I]E"U.\' it as sweet incense tothe Omni- -

peals. But the thunder told me, ¢Too late.
The lightning told me, ‘Too late; and,
gracious Heavens, my own cowardly soul
told me, ‘Too late?  I{elt mysclf going over
the precipice. I clung with tenacity to every
thing within my rcach, but nothing could,
saveme. 1shricked! Igroancd! Down to
perdition went my soul I

Here the maniac paused.  His vivid por-
traiture of his carcer had startled the whole
congregation, some of whom shricked out-
right as he represented his soul’s frightful
descent into perdition.  He paused a minute
only. Then calm again, he softly said:

“I am living without asoul! Youpeople
of God may sing vour praises, for it is as
sweetineense to yoursouls.  But you sinners

,must repent this day, or your souls will go

ason, that laves in the waters -

My soulisdead! A cherished .

after mine over that decp, dark, fearful abyss
into hell! Will you repent, or go with me
into cternal perdition 27

The effect of this was more than terrific,

 Screams and groans arose from the gay and

|
i
i
i
]

rand much tender care by his relatives, cured

s ) “giddy in the congregation,
% my immortality to the Prince of |

A year or two hefore, this young man was
brought home one evening, insensibly drunk.
The next morning found him the victim ofs
terrible fever, brought on by his sensual in-
dulgences and extravagant course of life.—
Of that fever lic was, after many fearful days,
but it left him a raving maniac. So f¢arfui
were his mad efforts, it became necessary to
confine him in a Lunatic Asyium, to keep
him, from perpctrating mischicf on himself
and others. Ile remained there until within
a few weeks of the camp meeting, when he
became sufficiently restored to be returned
to the custody of his family., He was still
insane, but he was mild and obedient, and
under those circumstances he was taken with
the family to the camp mecting, the utmost
vigilance being exercised over him.

Youug men! beware of- the cup, the des-
troyer of the body, and still worse, the des-
troyer of the soul l—Christian treasury.

WORTHLESS FAITH.

BY THE REV. WILLIAM LEASK, D. D.

It would be strange if there were not the
spurious as well as the true in faith, as in
most other things. The dead faith defined
and censured by the apostle Jaines is this
spurious and evil thing; and if we say at
once, without any eirecumlocution, that it i

Jone of the most terrible enemies of the
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Christ, we shall only express an undeniable
truth. It professes to believe in God, but

with the recognition of this fundamental cisely the something which all who

truth it stops.

THE GOOD NEWS
human race, and of the Church of Jesus|of God, who loved me and gave him“lf

for me.” That is something for a wmab
;say! But, beyond controversy, that js pre
“ prl)’

! fess and call themselves Christians” Should

The faith that works by love, and puri- | be able to say, otherwise their plofebswn

fios the heart, is, clearly something very Jif-|

forent from this; the faith that Dears hun,\

to the Divine glory, and earnestly desires !
conformity to C Lirist as the sublime end of
redempnon is the only faith thatthe @ O\I)cl
recogiiises, or that gives vitality and Luaut\
to character. Duf,
there in all our churchies who come Linent-
ably short of this—mere professors, steady,
sober, respectable peeple; but who have no
spiritual sympathy with the Loly works of
the Saviour; no pawmmt(, yearuing for
that spotless purity which is ‘the giorious
prospeet of all who see in Christ not only
the Saviour of sinners, but also the model

sacrifice all for Him who gave Himself a

sacrifice for us.  These men are the prae-
tical Antinomians of the Church. They
say, and do not.  They call Jesus, «Lord

Lord,” but do not the thmm He requires of
all Ilis servants.  They do not realise the

yrivilege and Jo) of l.lmu under law  to
i’l.m. The service of freedom ; the motive
of obedicuce which tinds its strong rootsin
the love of the delivered to the great De-
liverer; and the profound thouglit clothed
in the words « Ye are not your own,” are
things to which they are total stranoers,
Aml yet it is elear that these things ave
amory the very essentials of the true Chris-
tian life.

If Churistiznity consisted in the nere
assent of the understanding to certain pro-
positions or doctrines, weshoulil Le, infact,
what we often foolishly call onreelves, a
« Clivistian nation,” for such as-eut is al-
most nniversal in these ixlands; Lut, hap-

pily, for us, Christianity is something move |

than that meagre, barren, dead abstraction ;
Lence the wan w m»—dmm« Y the jnstru-
mentality of its wonderful tr uths, and by
the power of the Holy Spirit—has been
translated from darkness to lizht, can say
somethmg more than, “I Lelieve;” he can
add,—his heart bounding witl: matitudeas
Le dous s0,—¢I LIVE; yet not 1, but Chuist
liveth in me, and the hfe which T now live

in the flesh, I live by the faith of the Son

alas! how many are !

. truth, the foundation truth of religions

vat
; mmmmu\ “ But wilt thou know, O ¥
forsiints; and no self- der*) ing engerness to |

sain, their so-called faith is worthless.

How starthing are the following worc? i
¢ Thou bvhe\e~t that there is one |
. thou doest wells the devils also believe ap
treinble”  So ﬂu as Lelief in the unity &
Deity, in the one living and true Gods
concerned, vou do well; that is a gra
the belief of that, by itself, is not the f“,“tg
whose end is salvation, for demons beli e}.
it as firmly as you do, nay, realise it ¥
more vividly, for they l»(hu it and t““,n
ble, and \u, remain demons ~nll we

Lll
micht the apoxtle add, with che aracters; 0

,"
man, that faith without works is deat

We are justified by faith in Christ Jo of
without the works of the law; butin e\g
ease atter the sinner is thus iuil\ JWU
the fruits and evidences of his yl““ﬁia
are seen in the works of the gospeh
which. as a saved man and a new cred "
in Christ he takes delight.  That God od
graciously saved him lluouoh His belO‘;et
Son is seen in the fact of hisnew obe‘h‘f“ s
Heo works now, right gladly ¢ and grate u
not that he may be saved, but buau“‘
is saved.  Before he did any thing
the right motive, God saw that he
the feet of Jesus absolutely and u)mcl"“
helpless, and He saved }nm, for that i Jone
the way that He saves sinners. That 8
side of the question.
concerned, the whole transaction w88
visible.  But now that man brings 77 f
the fr mt~ of righteousness to the gof
God.  This is the other side of tlxu[ues
That fruit is the visille result; we 580 b"
and conclude, without hesitation, th"t' not
man /s ;ustxhcd His profe ~sctHuth
\u)rtlllL~~~, it ixa reality, whose t“‘ €
are seen in his consecration of 0
and all he Lasto his adorable aud & "lol
Lord.

Dear reader! test thyself by thes l,J 2

marks. Bring them home to thy pe
consciousuess,

Warg, Dec. 1861,

So far as med iu'(

I
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WHO ARE BLIND.

BY HENRY WARD BEECHER.

o ?}}}I;L‘at live without the sigl:t or tl‘.o)tghti
the trtuhty ; all that hv?. without a vision |
dnpoys ol bles<eduess of that land that en-
leged] all that live without secking  those
thyt h oues that are gone out from ns; all
mough‘t? no sicht of Jesus; all that live as
A of . U]‘P Ufl'ruq!wg)us.f_v'lu'nu‘ were all there
Wag Oﬁl\' stance, and this tlecting life all dhere
Pety, f‘#permwc; before wiom pass in per-
worly - eice all the wonders of the spivitual
They aid tliey see it not—they are blind !
toy dfo blind™! Would that there were some i
il Wat would lay open their eves, that they |
- o0 a Heaveq, o Judument sext, a Com- |
tioyg 0;),,1’ or coming reward. Who-¢ convie-|
blind ?,(,’110“' my words aud say: “1 am that
f\l:“ there none that have drifted so
their real convictions and faith that -
iy i to flwm almost like memories o »
o @2, 21Ore 2 Ao their note that remermber
k“to, t‘(‘l Wien l}wi}' mother took them on the
Wtey, 41 fl"d thelr Jittle hands in prayei—asl
of ﬂlui 1€y would have laughed if the thonthts
Ave tl;mtlu-r had not come upon them? i
lage ¢ ere ot those who remeimber the vil-
mmetir“lz‘chvz the Sabbath day—does it not
lot im;:“ 3 Fise in stately memory, and do you
ki, "_“h:lt stately bell that rings ~till i the
Oy Whicre youwwere brought up; that rings
Ul(mlerl@ et where you laid your father,
Loy Tother, sister—rings out {or you the
Whe \v? f’f. the past?  Are there not those
Wa)i il‘l‘t i the ways of the deceived, that
thldl‘{)“ ¢ ways of vice and crime, that were
f“lfl Of venerable and Christian parents 5
ay) g0y U ot stragate with your conscicnee |
s’ar a\,n h“:’“_‘ bad to worse, voing dowi to-
u‘“‘ku QQIO,L blindness—hut the blackness of
1y }e,;hm'“"‘_‘l'? Are there not blind here
Yer w81 10 fuel their blinduess? 1 believe
fity, 5 i;]"..f‘f";" of light that strike throngh spi-
Oty 35 Y which they may see their
Wni believe there are in the worst |
d@livﬂrmf“‘)lla‘ dags iy which they yearn for
g ¥ hie y yearn for
N 1 preach to every such one that
Waiigs up and down the ways of
Pagg, [ff Passes every village, and in ali
Sog b . A g, i
e, golng about to cleanse and re-

—

@

frou
Y se
fory: e

Y ¥o
i)

J
bj;

og
ndel.u, Whose
fge aud o,
to 0d by,
of . Sive ¢
by the ser):

ey Pale}

agl, . CSUrre

mission is to give sight to the
0t 1z to the deat’; whose mission
he dead hieart life, to briing out
. e of man'y weak natare in
%mh thag Je:tf.o“ their spiritaal selves—lL |
Uy, (‘lilu:\-i()u5 u‘)‘f:_ ?O you, ten thousaud times
¥og 0 your f?ne yoeu spirituad sight. Now .
begy it. 6% Call for help if you feel ,
,» Dot ounce, nor”twice.

Cinaay here,

1o spicit and joy.

| steady

S The

cwhether he would
Chridle,
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checked, if hindered, if exceedingly thrust
away, call again, and get yonr heart and soul
into it. Goto Jesus, and if he says, “ What
wiit thou that 1 should do unto thee ?"—say
with him of old, “ Lord, that T might receive
my =ight,” and not only to sce what you are,
what your nature is, what ycur character is,
It to see the sweet face of Jesus reconciling
God and your souls; to sce the blessed joys
held i veserve for “ those who by fuith and
paticuce itherit the promises.”  There iy see-
ing for every one that will.  1To ! ye blinde—
let me cal for you Jesus is not lar from
Perhaps He calls you that will
uot call to Iin.

e - @

Absence of Mind in Prayer.

I know uot how strong others may be in
spirit, but T conless that I cannot be ag holy
as sowme profess to he; for whenever T do not
Bear in mind the word of God, T feel no Christ,
Dut, if T meditate on any
poition of Holy Writ, it shines and burus in
miv hewi. so that T obtain good cournge and
anoiher mivd, The cawee s this @ we all dis-
cover that owr minds and thonghts are so un-
o1, thouvh we desire to pray earuestly,
cr mediteie on God without 1lis word, our
thoughta seatter in u thousand forms ere we
are aware of it.  Let sy one try how long he
can vt on one ddea he proposed himself, or
take o hoar, aad avow that he will tell me
Al his thonghts Tam swve Lie will be ashamed
hetire Dimself, and afruid to say what idens
have pessed through the Liead, lest he should
he tuieen for a mad doz, and be chained. This
is my cose, thougiene 1in serious thoughts.
But I must explaiu my=cif’ by an example,

St Dernard once complained to a iiend
that he found it very diffienlt to pray aright,
and could not even pronounce the Lord's
Prayer once without a host of strun.e
thouehts,  Iiis frieud was astonizhed, and
arve it as his opinion that he could fix bis
thoashts on his prayer without any diificulty.
Bernard offered iim the wager of a tine hor-e,
oncondition ne <hondd commence forthw
friend convuenced, = Qur Mather,” e
Hut before he halaai=iad the first petition, it
oceurred to hin it he <hould galn the horse,
alen reevive sadidle and
30 entangied 1 his

In =host, e wee
own thoughts, that e tad to qait and give up
hie prize. This 1 stats inoorder to show how
necessacy ot is to keep enard over our hewrts,
that tirey may not beeowe distracted, hut may
cleave to the letter us a guide.  On the other
side, beware also aguinst the danger of falling
into formality, but let the heart comincnce;
then lips, words, and external position will

If | naturally follow.— Luther,
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THE GOSPEL HISTORY.

BY THE REV. W. B. CLARK, QUEBEC:

Luke 1. 1-12.

When the birth-time of Jesus drew nioh,
God made Augustus Civsar, the mighty
emperor of Rome, the uncouscious instru-
ment of bringing Mary from Nazareth to
Bethlehem, that the propheey of Mic:h
might be fulfilled: “ And tion, Bethlehiem

Ephratuh, though thou be little wmony the |

THE GOOD

thousands of Judab, vet out of thee shali’

He come forth nnto me, that is to he ruler

in Israel; whose goings forth have been

of oll, from everlusiing.™

family of David had, probably from pru-

dential matives, retived to the remote and |

obseure town of Nazaveth, that beinz away
from the notice, they might avoid the sus

picions, of the eruel and unserupulous
I as an ascertained fact, that a gener?
. .

A decree had been issued by authority

Herod.

of Augustus, that a eensus should he taken
of the whole Roman Empire, including not
only the provinees, but the tributary and
dependant kingdoms., And a Roman cen-
sus, be it remembered, was not, as with us,
a mere enumeration of the inhabitants; it
included also a valuation of their property,
with a view to the imposition of taxes.

From the fact of no particular notice being: | their ane

taken of this census, by the more popular! tible evidence of the historie
. . I [

Roman lListorians, it was long doubted ; Serpture.

whether it was general; and many eminent
interpreters were of o)
extended onlv to Galilee and Judea.

certain that the Greek phrase, correspond- this enrolment, or the taxing
11 took effect, 7.e., was practically

ing to “all the world,” might be translate
the whole land;—an expression which
might very well be emploved to denote the

whole of the holy Jand, including Galilee, | puzzled commentators than this;

Samaria, and Judea, properly so called.
With a view to establish this interpretation,
it has Leen pleaded that, a little before this
time, Herod bad given deadly offence to
Augustus, by an incursion which he made
into Arabia, the evils of which had been
exaggerated, anid the design probably mis-
represcuted to the emperor, by Herod'’s
evemies. The consequence of this was,

Tt was betore !
hinted, that the representatives of the roval |

1

Jindon, that this census | thesis, designed to disqualify the #13%
1t is | contained in the first, and just meand ﬁﬁ‘

l
]

XEWS.

that he seems to have formed the p!"_’PO‘;
of dethroning Herod, and wrote to I
severe letter. stating that, whereas he b 4
before treated him as a friend, he woul
now tieat him as a subject. It has bee?
thought by many, that the cen-us allud®
to in the text arose out of this cir«.umstﬂ"ce;
and that it was made preparatory @ =
reduction of Julea into the form of {‘P.'
vinee.  Herod found means of ]u‘npil“‘ung
Augustus, and averting his threatened”
sign, so that mo practical consequenc®
sulted fmmediately from the census W i
was at this time taken, 2
We do not question the ucenracy of th‘]“e
historical facts concerning Herod put
minute enqtities of more recent W
have now extablished the ety that @ gcﬂ‘s
ral census had been decreed by ,\“;‘fu;ﬁt
a short time |efore the birth «f """“!”’;
and must have been going forward ab t.h;e
pesiod. 1 am inclined, theretore, © t‘;r,
the words, as we find them in our ov? Y "
ston, as denoting the whole Roman L’{“P"-’
ar Roman world, as they vainly ealiet
thronvhout which, it Wiy now be regdlt
) ; i eet”
What €
ity W42
that 1{‘5’
1 \\'mc.
it

el

ué

was at this time in prozress.
fort to the believer, and what sta!
it give to the unsettied enquires,
torical facts vecorded in Seripture, ©
donbts bad been cast by superficia or®
cism, have been fully established LY mha"
accurate and extensive erudition, aBY 5
even disentombed eities, whose very = i
hal beeoms doubttul, have given f“}'th’diy
ient mongments, the most 1T ¢
accurd

va Pﬁ"eﬂt
Y atel jelt

e

The seecond verse is obviousl

tselty
l'ill’l'ied 0-3’49
vrenin® ® o
Thave B ol,a
for ¥ t
sgion

L

in the levying of taxes, when €
woverpor of Syria. Few verses

translition in the authorized ve! Iy
correct, then Luke’s stateinent “'f’“ yof
inconsictent with the well-known DY <4
the period; for we know that Cyfeﬂlufr,iuh )
as the Roman writers call him, Q“"qt §h-
was not governor of Syria, till Oopld '
years after the hirth of Christ.
to obviate this difficulty, the versé
trauslated by some, “This was

po®. -
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ﬂlat

Whe yrenius was governor at the time
0 this first census was taken; but Luke
him here governor, a8 the title by

SPeech g5,

which is sanctioned by univer-
s Usage, y

From the expression, first, if it
V]
iﬁ:;l“l ' 1t is extremely probuble thflt
“Pu'int?- \1\..‘13 the petson .em}‘)lozycd i
. lm:'n( g the census in Syrin, and
r“mﬂ'jg exceuted this trust well, he was
'()"i“"e 3 lﬁem out as governor of that
0 gy, ‘f 1en a selcond census was taken,
Are o f!e.] ‘mto etfeet,
U, 4\ Probable; but T prefer interproting
Q}‘%‘t_““":‘{c.as before indicated, viz., to this
—This enrohment, or census, first

b )
S‘.I,-.e ect when ('vrenius was governor of

W‘e k
now
oy ;’“ thit & general census was mude
hot Ehout the Roman cmpire; but it w

U .
H: Carro

Foc]’
fl‘( )

. fl into effoct 1l afier Arehelius,
: t‘“"“’“ and successor, was depose
"hm.,ng throne of Judah, aud the eountry
Thi a 1o the Tloman provinee of Byria,
"“ude; ter ig the taxing to which Gamaliel
e i A0t V. 37, which gave occasion to
Wag u”eet‘x'on of Judas of Galilee, which
“hick ¢ eginning of those disturbances
er;,}%]eml'mnmted in the destruction of
he w1
Taq ) :e “hO]f3 Passage, then, should be thus
thy the:}; 1L came (o pass, in those days,
Ugugy, Wwent out a decree from Cresar
% that all the world should be
18 enrolment itself first took
) U, by o Yrenius was gov ernor of Syria.)
diffiey, tP"'jper transkaiion of the words,
;ﬁ“bored’ WIyd]S removed, perfect harmony
M?W o‘nla the most satisfactory light
R h‘ilqtol;;cure portion of Jewish
Wo N .
g:(lle aul,l(l;l:ef]m that, when a_census was
) Lang " ;g:]ew.a, all residing in the
S eét' AVing out of the bounds of
Ve tribes, were required to re-

ng

Puip ,;e@p
® faiy; M, and to the prineipal city of
&l&“ Joiay to WlfiCh they l‘,lelongéd. And
farnily ,f ng of the tribe of Judah
from § David, had to travel all the
the citvazaret}' to Bethlehem, which
tageg o of David, and the original

of the family, that he might be

is of Gyrerﬁus, governor of Syria;” not |

¢ was best knownj—a mode of:!

0 . L e
o ¢ considered as an adjective, it is |
U8 that more than one census had |

About theu]wriod of Chri-ts Lirth, !

0 g . v .
N acted upon in Judea: and it was
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enrolled there, It is generally believed
that, in ordinary cases, the law did not re
(quire women to appear personally on such
occasions, the personal appeuance and
statervent of the hasband or hend of the
family on eath, being held suticient evid-
enee with regard to the number. condition
and vroperty of himselt and family, It
becomes a question tnen, why should Mary,
in the peculiar cirenmstaness in which she
was placed, have upleriaken a tazardous

Jjowrney of some 60 or T mies st such a
Stime? It s sappo el by some that Mary
wis the ouly ehild of he:
“as such, probily the
These statements

farher Hleil, and,
s of some sniall
vroperty in tne ueiribowrhood of Beth-
fehemy and that, i eomsequeneny the forms
of law requir-d fies personal appenranee
Thix might be the ease, but T think it more
Jikely that Mary, toing flly awie of the
imporiance of elearly proving her own
desecut from David, in order 1o the estab-
Hshiment of her son’s elidin 1o the Messiqh-
<hip, wnd of hoving the infhnt himself
registered In David’s ¢ity, as of David’s
e, resolved. in humble confidence on the
Divine profection qd care. to brave all
presonal huedship, and repair to the eny of
David, where the registers of her family
were kept.

It i impossible to ascertain what length
of time the holy famiy remaine! at Buth-
lehem. It i3 pretty clear, however, from
the sixth verse, that (he child Jesus was not
Lorn (Mary’s delivery did not tike yplace)
bnmediatelv upen theiravdval in that place.
It was while thev were there that the days
were accompiished tat Moy shoald be
delivered, Lo would aprear that mualtitudes
had arrved befoge them, and that, 1n the
enrolment they mast walt their turn. Dut
in consequence of their e nrrival, a greater
inconvenienece awai'ed themy there waz nn
room for them in the o, Tt was com-
pletely pre—occnp?ed, so that they mug
betuke themselves for sheller to a stable,
An American or Europenn reader naturslly
supposes that this was a stable in connexion
with the inn, and such it possitly mirht
be. In the East, at the present day, tire
Letter sort of caravansaries have stables
separate from the lodging-rooms of tle
travellers; but in the humbler sort there is
no such Juxury, bhut only one vast apart-
ment, in which travellers and their eattle
lodge together, each providing for himeel{




156

88 he best can. But it is quite unwarrant-
able to argue from the present state of cara-
vansaries in the East, to what inns were in
Palestine at the time of our Saviour’s birth.
I would much rather adopt the opinion
held by all the father’s, without any excep-
tion, that when Joseph could find no ac-
commaodation in the inn, he retired with
his wife ro a cave in the ontskirts of the
town, which was used sometimes as a stable,
md in which Mary brought forth her fir<t-
born son, and wrapped him in swaddling
clotlies, and laid him in a manger.

Lt is commonly rupposed that it was from
the poverty of Joseph and Mary, that they
could not fivd accommodation in the inn
at Bethlehem.  This, however, is entirely
opposed to the Seripture statement. Tt wax
beciuse there was no room for them in the
inn; beeause it was overcrowded with guests
before they arrived.  But thoueh we have
no reason to helieve that they were in indi-
geut, they were certainly not in attluent
circumstances,  Had they been, it is pro-
hable that room would have been made tor
thaw. They were, in all likelihood, not in
cireumstances to be able to induce any to
rive plaee to them, even if they had heen

ixposed to make the attempt.  But the
bustle and contusion of an overcrowded
Eastern inn, was certainly not the most
desirible place for a woman in Mary's cir-
auastances, who woull naturally desire
soclu~ion: and therefore she withdrew, as
the most ancient fathers of the Chureh
assert, to a natural cave, which sgems to
have been used ocensionally as a stable, in
whose calm  retirement (with no other
smaistatee, a< it would seem, than that of
her atfeetionate husband), she oave birth to
that wondious eléld, on whose shoulders
the govertment of the world now rests]
who, thoush bhorn of a womwan in these
humble eirctnstanees, was the michty God,
the everlasting Father, the Prince of penca.

But though Mary was thus pootly earel
for by man, thonah none of the houses of
Beiliiehem were opened in hospitality to
receive this daughter of Duvid, now a
anauger in the city of her fathers, God
himselt watehed over her, and, in his pro-
vidence, supplied her with all that was
really needful.  Like other eastern travel-
lers, they probably carried all necessaries
along with them, such as bedding, eooking
uteusils, and provisions, so that, in that

THE GOOD
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delightful climate, the cool recess of 4%
cave would be every way better and M9
agreeable than any lodgings in the w8

n
L4
dret
tane

Ceveriating
Ceverinating

n
plind
1 ~cA]’

e 21V

Wwias 1

and overerowded inn.  There their PI€
meditations would have heen distracted by
| probably grieved Ly the vrofanity W
i they could mot prevent; here, there "
'evervthing to favour devout contemplati®
and nothing to hinder their fervent ]’)ri“){f’ﬂ
or interrupt the Jowd strain of thanksgi¥!
and praize. [t would secmn that Mary ‘e‘
\ no female attendant, but she nee.ded noP
Uwas alone free from orizinal guilt, =0 MMIYI
‘:lhmc of all the dauehiers of Eve, w8
] this occasion free from the curse—
tsorrow thou shalt Lriug forth 011!1’
! Shie was able, therefore, without as8i% "
herself to wrap this her first Lorn sOF
[swaddiing clothes, and lay Lim in a mas
| ings forth have Leen of ohd, even
7 whom heaven ane )
Pof hotvens cannot contain, should h"ﬂl
Jumbled Winself to take our natur¢ “{31}
i, Traly great is the mystery © gt‘)
ness, Goed mewifest in the leshs bllﬁ‘fef"”‘
civerm -tances of outward militys
from the manger to the erows his “eui
one of privation, and latour, and ignot’
and satfesing,  But in proportion as Jtes
hawmbled himself, was he veally e o
And thoush men could =ee nothing !
birth in a stable, but what iy
h‘\):-‘t. pelt e a
lin all the cirenmstinees of his bllll nob
| orandeur and <ublioiee which woﬂ“o 3
P have been Jdimmed by the s]»leml«"“"”obw
‘:1)«'11;10& There were none of c:n?t]l‘”‘ : aw
present to witiuess, and welcome, ""‘“l
i nounce the arrival of this heavenly st
| who was born king of the

geh

o . \E]
the prevailing Lustle, and their holy sou
. . » vomnah
As this Doly child, of all born of W ot
Wonderful mystery ! that he, whose =
X sllch
<111, that he should have appeared 18
and repulsive, the Leavenly
u
Jowss “‘.W b
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i mo earth-born minstrel o celebrate *tr»uﬂ":
Pin orateiu]l and  soul-gladdening S of
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but there were more
bis Lirch than carth’s mightiest

the heavenly host, though in\'irﬂ)e )
eve of sense, were the «l\eopl)‘-'“}ﬁi 100
bapectators of the sublime scene W ¢ MJJ‘
lilace in that lonely cave, and thetf o d
announced it, not to the mighty Ods )
earth, but to the humble Shdphei:'tby({
Betllchem. And presently that b onl,w
such unspeakable importance b :
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m:“» but to the universe, was celebrated by
whiched\enly lms.t in the air above, as that
hi{{hes would bring glory to God in the
e, t, on earth peace, good will towards
r
m:nl:z? are two things worth noticing in
thv o1 with  the announcement of
lg e 8 birth to the shepherds (.'wt Beth-
e .enll‘St. Ir: was made to plain men,
ion of {frlgcd in the lmnpumb!o prosecu-
et humble calling; from which
like]may Com:]ud?, that we we never more
o e‘:]::celve.tzl\'ours from t'h'c Lord than
qrdinm_vsllj,jkf(l, ma p‘m]}er spirit, about our
e by dsiness,  Clrist nl)pczu'cq among
!1; ) Toier elassy he was a son of labour
Ing -‘%1" and the honest man of huvml»]c‘
lage i;Y dﬂllbt,ltess (?ftcn oceupies a higher
‘3\"&1(] Ellc estimation of God, than many
hmm@». rank, whom men’s sons delight
ur,
i2nd]y_
Y, |
f)‘()‘“ W

Rhe
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From the fact of these sheplierds
e abiding in the fichl, keeping
ver their flocks by night, we learn,
A we know of the management of

‘w el then prevailed, that Christ’s
Puld nog fave taken place at mid-

€

'th ¢
Wi :
X;:;‘E-. t was a custom among the Jews |
ul out theiy shoor 1 Dt 1
® Dascon, ieir shoep to‘{hc descrts about ‘
‘nence[r' and brine tiem !{omc at ic :
Wty tllw“t of the first rains: during |
ate ed ]“"}" were out, the shepherds
clarke‘ t]ﬁ”l night and day.—(Adam
a'nl"fneq ‘l\uw, as the passover wsually |
a’ld‘h N f‘l“)l}t the beginning of April,
Wa, st rains aenerally commetesd to-
Dy ha\v(; *"'“'d of October, Christ’s bil‘th'
te""al et\\-t;ixen l)!:l.t‘l} sometime in Ll}«f in-
h‘)we\.w ,‘e“‘“ April and October,  This,
refa':lr(]i ’4)‘“ all t]}ut we know with certainty |
. ’h'le oly S ¢ birth-tine of Christ, .Aml i
Q”nk‘e e, 1"“.“ hit:s ol.fur\'c,«l a profound
t;ndeln“f-:‘lldlug ity as if, by anticipation,
}u-ke I)laceu:‘r those seenes, which wo often
M,y M Counexion with the supposel

indi,e;"‘ our Saviony,
ow Narkabie that nothing oceurs in
li’g;“lluut, which would justify us
Ward ::fl}*ul't:m‘cc to 1!;1}';, or l;lzlc.cs,
is th(.m.m: The religion there in-
fuieyy in !‘I’leh.‘,"mn of the heart, love to
Rdye, ‘“_S‘}S» boliness of life, purity
% ang ) uee in our dealings, and
to ri‘il‘le\gﬂence toall. Its grand
. Simgl efore us_the only way
er can be justified in the

is
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sight of a holy Ged; to record the atone~
ment that has been made through the blood
of the Lamb, aud to present overturea of’
merey from God to the sinner; at the same
time that it brings clearly before us the
change of heart and rencwal of nature which
must be wroucht out for us by the Spirit,
and the sanctification of the whole man to
which it inevitably leads, and directs us @
the means by which wil this may be at~
tained, Dear brother, is this the charactar
of your religion? Is it disphiy el iu fuith
in Jesus, in love to God, and benevolencs
to man, ia holiness of heart and blameless-
ness of iife?  Unless this be the character
of your religion, ve but deceive yourselves
with a name to live, whilst you are dead;
and a nere dead faith in barnren orthodoxy,
and cold formality, will only aceravase
your guilt and deepen your eternal misery.

i @

Look up, and look before you.

In passng some railway works in our
neighbourhood, [ had ounce oceasion to
cross a deep cutting by a very nwrrow
plank.  When about half way, I Jookel
down and began to totter; probably I
should have fallen had not my companion
said, “Don’t Jook down therey you will be
sure to fall if vou do: look up, and look
before you” 1 did »o, and erossed 1a
safety.  AbL! thought I, there was more 1n
that advice than the warning of the o~
ment; would that it may be spoken to me
i the hour of atfliction, and would that [
nmight be made the Lord’s messenver to
sotne sorrowing brothier or sister in Christ,
suving to thent, * Don't ook down thaewe:
lovk up, awl Jook beforo you”  Chriztian
mourner, Will you receive the message?

It inay be that you are now standing, as
it were, over the deep chasin of temporal
calamity s carthiv bopes aid condidencs
have been rent from bencath yvour feet;
vour means of subsistence have been suil-
Jdenly cut off, your good name slanderedy
your best treasure has been suatched awny g
that dear being on whom your ail of earthly
jov rested has heen removed; or perhaps
sickness—hopeless, agonizing, wasting, anil
yot prolonge! sicknuss—is the eulf below
you? O, it is dark, dark, “dowi there”

But it may be, you ave standing over a
yot deeper and darker abyss than any yet
mentioned.  Your Zeurt may have been
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ned to you its depths of sinfulness un- !
veiled, depths which scem fathomless, |
unsearchable; or you may be brought into |
guch a condition of spiritual despondency |
as that you shall seem standing over the !
very boltomless pit itself. «The good that,
you would you do not; the evil that you:
would not, that you do3” your sins rise up .
and call for vengeance, Your evidences are.
douded, vour apprehension of spiritual !
things iz obseured, Satan seems waiting to
oateh you, and vou are just ready to fally’
bat O, dou't look down there: « ook up,
and look before you.” Rememblier, though
over the chasm, you are not in ity there is
yet a plank beneath vour fet, and blessel
e God that plank is firm, for it s your
Father's love, « everlasting,” unchangeable.
But what <hal} keep vou on it? Ah, your
poor heart is asking this. What? why,
Lix own vieht hand, You see it not, per-
haps, but, it is there; it upheld the
Davis days, for Lie says, Thy right hand
hath hollen me up <" it sustained the chureh
in Lewial’s dave, for hear the promise, #1
will upheld thee with the right hand of my
righteouness”  David knew this by ex-
perience, for lie alludes to this as the eaw e
of his sceurity; 1 have set the Lond al-
wave before me; hecause he is on my right |
hand, T <hall not be moved.”

« Lok up” then, Cliristian mourner,
and “look before you”  What see you, or
rather whom see you? Is it mot Jcsns,!
“the ehief among ten thousand, and alto-!
gether lovely?”  Te he not an object to |
rivet vour most earnest gaze.” O, ¢ look !
unto Jesusy” hehold him across the dark
gulf, search into hix perfections, gaze till
you have fathomed them all; and hiow can
vou remember the abyss beneath you? |
Took at the depths of his lov
not deeper than vour sorrows? has he not
unsearchable riches for vou? has e not
given you a name “betler than precious |
ointment?” is he not a treasury of all
“wood things?” is not he your ¢ friend who
Joveth at all times,” your «elder brother”
«horn for adversity,” your «mother” to
comfort, your “father™ to protect, your
«husband,” your « counsellor.” your all?”
Has he not health for your sickness, healing
for your wound, sympathy for your loneli-
pass? O, look at him and forget your

BQITOWS, :
“look up” poor broken-hearted

saints In
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“the depth of the riches both of tl
“ingout!” Into these you will Joolk thiot

X dornity * o " . e
.out cternity: begin then now. e P

i
! vou best ponder

e, are they

sinner, and « look before you.” Who standd
there? Is it not Jesus? And wheref©

is his name *called Jesus? Becaus® -9
shall save his people from their 8%

Gaze at his perfect righteousness, s€¢. i

fulfilling «all righteousness” for you ;
him the sinless, ¢ made sin” for you;
him under the hidings of his Father's €0
tenance, instead of you ; see him endur!
the vengeance for which your <ins W
calling; see him in conflict with Satat

conquering for you ; see him, in his M)

up
ing
10

an
vd

. . : in
terfous oneness with his people, Passieg
through even yonr darkness, your P

plexity, your gloom: and say, can }Oiﬂ
withdraw your gaze? No, gaze on
steady faith till the last, the d:u'lfest' t
deepest chasm, even death itself 18 l’?;’ ﬂ;
and ere you are aware, you shall ﬁlld‘tlle
with it vou have crossed every gulty 0
Lehind you every sorrow, surmounte e

«in, and thenceforth have only to er¥s

: 1\:“'ist“]e
and knowledge of God! how unsear® e
are his judgments, and his ways past

i

thlS
your motto, ¢ Looking unto Jeaus. c
your eves look right on, and let vour e
fids Jook straight Lefore thee.” Thus Daﬂa
the path of your fect
be established

(4

thus shall all your ways

. PO
Sanctification of Christ’s F
«That they also might be sanctificd”
xvii. 190,
What is the purpose that is t
with respeet to His people, by
cration of 1limself for their sakes ?

le-
0P s

obe apswense'
Christs € ge

4
have been led, by an examination of
passages of Scripture, to assign & ¢
neaiting to the term * sanctify,” 1 hut"p
clause of this text; and we are clear ys e o
to assigning the same signification, or il o
nearly allied as the nature of the cas® clglﬁa'
mit, to the same term in the secont o r,“”d
When we remember who was the SPC““ e
think of the gwful solempity of 1h¢ 'Lve
on which Hdspoke, we cannot conc‘i‘a
possibility of aught like what we €37 e
upon words in suck a text as this. o
fore cannot avoid the conclusio
sanctification of the people o

at
f Chrish sgi?';
of in the second clause, is essenti®:’ g
same character with the sanctiﬁcatj(’“ eh’"
himself, spoken of iu the first. NOW! [0
geen that this sanctification was the ibﬂ nﬁrh‘
tion or devotion of Himself, with all d M
butes and faculties of His Divine 8
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htﬁ?&"'g a special work or service assigned | elements of the difference, which subsists bo-
® obie ¥ His Father; and we conclude that | twixt believers and unbelievers, betwixt tha
for v J¢ct of this consecration was, that they people of Christ, and the world which lieth tn
%ory 95e sakes it was effected, might be con- | wickeduess;—first of all that the world is
from ¢ to God also, set apart and separated  guilty and eondemned, charged with the un-
&Nstleqe world to serve and %lqrify Him; the i cancelled guilt of its own l_lmumefable sins,
drin), 0}- In the first instauce, being doomed to , whereas those who believe in Christ are set
i8 o lIls own cup, aud be baptized with f free, at once und for ever, from i'l“ the gmlt. of
heliey-en Yaptism of blood; and all whoshould , the sins which thoy have committed. Justice.
Quirey t(())n.l'hm thrqugh their word Leing re- | has heen fully satisfied, the claims of God's
S account of themselves as called to | law have been fully met, a perfect righteous-
d oqy ., Sebatated from an ungodly world, | ness has bern wrought out, and given to tiem
llg 1 2Cereted to the serviee of Him who L as a free gift; “ there is therefore now no con-
velloll\v‘u-l(], out of darkness into His own mar-, despnation to them who are in Christ Jesus.
O the 1 25L S0 far, then, as the exposition | Aud the second ditfercnee is, that they «walk
hrusGJ':\t N8 yet gone, it may be thus para- | not afier the flesh, hut after the Spirit.” They
ast iné\“ For the sake of those whom thou | are, and day by du:y they are growing more
by thy o “ UL e in covenant, and who have, | and more, “a peculiar people, zealous of good
thy g‘ru?‘-‘fft‘, been brought, or who shall, by | works.”  The time past of their lives they-
Mysei lUP, e brought to believe in me, I give | account sufficient, and far more than sufficient,
With o) . iy Divinity and my humauity, | to have wrought tte will of the flesh. The
al) the ?'U Omuipotence of the one to do, and | are no lonzer the servauts of sin unto death,,
that I'nri?‘f‘—‘!‘ of the other to sufter, in order | but of rizhteonsness unto Loliness,
p"iﬂteq W accomplish all that thou hast ap-{  Now, it wus in order to the realization of
1) s“m_rf““a ad 1 have undertaken, to do and | both these distinetions, in all His people, that
he o A this to the cod, that they all may | Jesus conscerated Himself.  Both were con-
n theip red 4 peculiar prople unto thee, and | templated and stipulated for in the eternal
Gy t.""’*lt'“ﬁ' may be set apart and conse- | covenant.  For this twofold end there flowed.
B o 0" the uccompishment of all thy will, | ont fromn his pierced side Loth blood and
I’Ow@m SUving thee with all the faculties and water;—iirst the blood, to wash away the gnile

- : '
B‘T us“itw"‘-‘“"lth they shall be endowed.” of sin, as it is written, that “without the shed-
thll,le Whe Appears to us that the text i the | dinz of blood there is no reeission;” but “the

at

tICn 18 most closeiy parallel to this is| blood of Jesus (i, the Son of God, cleans-.
"DOSU % Epistle to "Uitug, in which the | eth us from ail S Aud after the blood,
ila by K8 of “ the great God, even our ! water, to puriiy from the pollution and defile-.
b that he"’“ﬁ Christ, who gave himself for | ment of sin, and to rewler the whole blood-
g u ..‘mrg'ht redeem us from all iniguity, | ransomed Church, pure and holy and perfoct
lﬁus 0.‘. Wit himgelf a peeuliar people, | as God himself.  Behold, then, the complete-
ﬁ“s the « 'J_gf_“nl w.orks.” What the apostle | ness of the work qt' Chrisg. 1t had respect-aQ
b D"eeiseﬁ.‘\ l;\g of himself for us,” seems to | men as at once gu{lt)‘, or hul‘)lo tg plm_i.shm’ent.
“;’}He]f’n ﬂfnlw 3ut our Lor‘d calls “ sanctifylng a.md pu!lmm], :':nd in uepd of p.nnﬁcuhon; and
oflch vur | V‘t“m sanetifying ef His people, | it was so ordained as 1o provide a remedy for
1S gyl vepresents as the ultimate end | these two evils, The justification of helievers
Yude S‘l",ct“ym

% al) that 7 of {1imself, appears to in-i is more immediately connected with that life
‘l‘l‘ijt;"m uﬁd e apostle deseribes under the | of obedience which e led apon the earth,

5, und“"i“r f;‘ }:cdceming‘thvmt'x'om all i_ui- :l.nd that dtruth' whicl} He di_e_d as thp arent
E?n)ne, Zea](f;,l,ll ying to Jhmse!f‘ & peculiar sm-b_parer; while their sm‘.ct.xhcghou is_mose.
Sive o iol good works, "Ihius we are | spm.-xv:-.my d('pmu‘lont_ apon that life which l:le,

o the nj;_‘;«‘%‘er apd more comprehensive j lmwn\'ﬁs: not e life which b'olongo(l' to Lim
.{u(.ngs t0 the ) sumgclify in this text, than ‘ from ail ctersity, as the living, self-existent

o} “ﬁcat weiniieal and theological ferni ; oue; nor the Lie'which ile led upon the earth
step 0N, oy . i e S, W
g, Pag T than belongs to it in vy | as the guilt-assumb

Wy LT ¢ i aming and God-forsaken one;
N;pm the .‘l(}f Seripture, " In fuct, we mast | but the life which beienzs to Him as having
f'eopto rendey ’ti)m here as weluding all that been dead, and which iife TTe consecrates to
Nxée’ all that € people of Clrist a peeuliar thmr'beuuht,.:md lives ‘“for their sakes,” livi
Ty, thep an constu}ltes the di¥erence be- for tiem, to intercede tor themat His Father’s
‘?rp:f%‘)f con (; "nchristian men, whether in | ¥ight band, aud to rule over all things, and
Qe Ore Tegqp 1lt~l°n or character. We must | cause all to work together for their good; and
M u&n"‘t:f?m;' 1t ag not merely referring to | living in them, working ir them by His own
 hat ot in the ordinary séuse of the | Holy Spirit, so thut thie life that they now live

w iy,

rhh&O“i]‘;nC.u(]ing also their justification ! in the flesh is a new life, which it is not go
] o b tl{ﬂtﬂs of their sanctification. | much they that live, as e that livetl in them,
' ety

old differeuce, or the two | —[Rev. T. Smith, A M,
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Poor ‘Caleb the Collier: or,
for the Winter.

Dr. Joseph Stennent resided in Wales
several years, and preached to a congrega-
tion in Aberga'nny. There was a poor
mnan, a regular attendant on his ministry,
who was genera}ly known by the name of
Caleb; he was a collier, and lived mmong
the bhills between Aberga’nny and Here-
ford; had a wifeand several small chitdren,
and walked seven or eight miles every
Lord’s day to hear the Doctor.  He wusa
very pious man; his knowledge and under-
standing were remarkable, considering his
gituation and circumstances.

Bad weather seldom kept Caleb from
coming to the mectings; but there was a
gevere frost one winter, wiich lasted many
weeks, and Dlocked up Lis way that he

could not possibly pass without, danger, '

neither could he work for the support of
his family. The doctor and others were
concerned lest they should perish for want:
however, no sooner was the frost broken
than Calcb appem'ed again. Dr. Stennent
spied him, and as soon as the service was
ended went to him and said, «Oh, Caleb,
how glad I am to sce you! How have
ou fared during the severity of the weath-
e?” Caleb cheerfully answered, ¢ Never
better in my life. I not only had neces-
saries, but lived upon daintics the whole of
the time, and have some still remaining.”
~ Caleb then told the doctor that one night,
soon after the commencement of the trost,
they had eaten up all their stock, and not
.ame morsel was left for the morning, nor
any human possibility of getting any; but
be found his mind quite composed, relying
on a provident’ God, who wanted neither
power nor means to supply lis wants.—
He went to prayer with lis family, and then
to rest, and slept soundly till orning 3
before he was up he heard a knock at the
door, he went and saw a man standing
with a horse loaded, who asked it liis name
was Caleb; he answering inthe affirmative,
the man desired him to help him to take
down the load. Caleb asked what it was.
Hesaid, Provisions. On hisinquiring who
sent it, the man said he believed God had
‘gent it: no other answer could he obtain.
When he came to examine the contents,
Be was struck with amazement at the

guantity #nd variety of the articles: bread, |

Provisions | flour,
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oatmeal, butter, cheese, salt meabs md
fresh, &ec., which served them throug
frost, and some remaining to that pl""‘,’:b
time. The doctor was much affected W

i the account, and afterwards mentioned 17

!hol»es of finding out the benevolent dono™)

tbut in vai

1‘ he went to visit Dr.
cian in the city of Heveford.

This Dr. Talbot was a man of goO:’
{moral character and generous dispﬂmuo
‘.lmt an ivfidel in principle; his wife 8
s generous woman and a member
church.  Dr. Stennent used togo &
her now and then; and Dr Talbot,
a man of no religion himseif, alway®
coived Dr. 8. with great politeness o
“they were conversing pleasantly One:du@

n, till about two years afterw o
Talbot, a noted phy

of ty
nd vigl
thoutd

ling. Dr. 8. thought it his duty to intro’ gy,
something that wns entertairing and PTp

able; he spoke of the great efficacy Of}?mf t
‘and instaned the cireunstance ©
L Caleh., Dr.Talbot smiled and said, ]
| 1 shall not forget him as Jong as
L« What! do you know him 7 said pr.'m'
'« had but very little know Jedge of ltlf’
{aid Dr. T, «lut T know he must bewd
| same man you mean” Then Dr. T 7
the following circumstance:— po®
' The summer before the hard winterd " g
| mentioned, he was riding on horse i e
was his usnal custom when he had # g
‘hour, and generally choge to ride ard
the hills, it being more pleasant and * g
As he was riding along, he obse e pe
number of pecple assenibled in @ b”rw'baﬂ
rode up to the door to learn the Caus‘{’ﬂmﬂ
Le found, to hissurprise, that there wat, L
preaching to a vast number of PeOP " erf
stopped and observed that they W“‘I::,e,.-ﬂ?
attentive to what the preacher d"t ol hf
One poor man in particul;u‘ ﬂtf”‘“ in 4
attention, who had a little Bﬂﬂe rip“‘ﬂ
hand, turning to every passage in 5¢
the minister quoted. snﬁ“
Ile wondered to see how 1"’%‘]7 e
of his appearance was in turnivg et »
places. When the service wad €
walked his horse gently along, M " o
man whom he had so particulal"ly M
happened to walk by his side. q?:iﬁg& i
asked him many questions conce hiﬂ‘v?j{
meeting snd minister, and found nf%
intelligent. He inquired also, 3b°‘nd ¥
self, his employment, his familys
name, which he said was Caleb-

fzdi’bl
"
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‘tAf]ller the doctor had satisfied his curio-
llin{ lilel {odc offy thought no more abgut
Winter the great frost came t}.}e following
@yl . ¢ was one ‘mght, in bed, he
not tell, for certain, whether he was
wake, but thought he heard a
B g ) “Send provisions to Caleb.” He
i e startled at first, but concluding
) ? A dreuny, Lie endeavoured to compose
self 10 sleep. 1t was not long Lefore
eeal’d the same words repeated, but
T and stronger; then he awoke his
the | :""fd told her what he had heard, but
q m(’“ghﬁ 1 could be no other than a
d KO’,a“(" she fell asleep again, but the
8 mind was xo impressedd that he
)0‘1':.’13_ f*‘llt‘ep; at last }J(? heard the voice
fision ully :uy!ng, “Get up, and send

g ]0“'“5 to Caleh,” that he could resist
big hii‘]u. He got up, and called his man,
h‘?s lar(l l’hng liis Lorse, and he went to
ful) g e, and stuffed 4 pair of panniers as
Qg g, "‘e COlI]ll'of whatever he could find,
lo, : hé“%ﬁssx&wi the man to l'o‘ad the
Qalel,_ ” ’:d lnm. E;1I<e ‘the provisions to
e, o iﬂeb, sir ¢ said the man, “who

e the g I know very little of him,”
lle iﬂa(. 1(1)%"’ “but his name is Caleb,
“®pe s oher and Jives among the hills;
fing Ly orse g0, and you wiil be sure to
he man seemed to e under
Uence as his master, which
18 telling Caleb. “God sent

- .°P org
\0}(59 s‘.ly’

.\

e ing
i yuntg

t : fc)r N
M bex,'e\‘e_n

—_—

—

\ 0 POVERTY THERE,
illj —_—

E"lOr. Oﬁzy?f‘{-’f%d men have left the earth

L Bgar ._i‘*”ls, the moment he died, was

5 Gea S the gate: bt a moment afler

b 'hlijﬁ estatg had grown so fast that

N aﬁhm)é‘e“’})l‘ldnug, still surviving in all

j()?en_nilef,s » 1 consparison with him was

It%‘]n Pmsp ‘f"P‘”? O poor believer! re-

Ry lncorm {)(tf of your grand inheritance !

%:). I il" le, undefiled, and fadeth not

Peakay ® TeAly inmense, inestimable,

“ Has is not been your en-

A up for yoursclves ‘treasures

¥ not oftener think of re-

ear not.  There is good

. Jarcountry,  Unsuccessful

o ':"e Scemned on earth, your

of Geshave all prospered. "The

Ang i:d‘ overflows  with your

8 safe—perfectly eafe.

!
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Neither moth nor rust can corrupt it; nor
can thieves break through and steal it
Moreover, it shall increase—forever in-
crease.  As long as you live on earth you
may add to the prim-ipal, and its interest
will multiply beyond all computation, to
all eternity,  Creesus was rich, Solomon
was rich, Lucullus was rich, and the Roths-
childs are rich, but the humblest heir of
God is richer far than all. It may be that
the stores you have already accumulated
in heaven would buy this town, buy the
distriet, buy the country, buy the world—
and still be comparatively untonched, Nay,
think not this extravagant! I would not
Larter the heritage of the most destitute of
Christians for the whole glohe and all its
improvements,  Lift up your heart: let it
expand and overflow with bliss. At the
close of theshort journey through time, you
will see erernity open hefore you, all radi
ant with the variety of your bloodless and
endless possexsions.  Be not  proud, in-
deed—alas for the folly of all pride '—but
be grateful, thankful, hopeful, and happy.

THE INFIDEL CON VINCED.

The celebrated astronomer Athanasins Kir-
clLer. having an acquaintance who denied the
existence of a Supreme Being, took the fob
lowing singular method to convince him of
Lis ervor on his own principles, Expecting
him one duy upon a visit, he procured a large
apd very handsome globe of the starry
heavens, which was placed in a corner of the
room in which it could not escape his friend’s
observation. The latter seized the first op-
‘portunity to ask whence it came, and to whom
1t belonged.  “ What think you” said Kircher,
ironically, “if I say that it dues not belong to
me—~was never made by any one—but came
here by mere chance 2 % That,” replied his
sceptical friend, “is absolutely impossible ;
you surely jest.” Kircher now took ocension
to reason with his friend upon h's own atheis-
tical principle.  “ You will not,” said he, “be-
lieve that this small body originated in
mere chance ; and yet you will contend that
those heavenly bodies of which it is ouly a
faint and diminutive resemblunce, came into
existence without order and desien.”  Pursa-
ing this chain of reasoning, Lis triend was at
first confounded, and in the next place he was
convinced, and ultimately he joined in a cos-
dial acknowledgment of the absurdity of deny-
ing the existence of a God—a great *fire#, .

cause,’
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Flee From the Wrath to Come. | THE PROGRESSIVE CHR[STIAF
—_ . LIFE.

—

Tt is a great and good thing to be withheld
from sin by whatscever motive ; it is a fie L. ab
point from whick to start in the pursuit of | Our knowledge of Christ 18 SO“‘GW_b

thut holiness without which, we are told, no i like ciinbing one of our Welsh mounw‘""
man shall sce the Lord. Let me beseech of' | - i
cou again und again ~arefully to remember— o b
care not for repeating. if I can but make | tle; the mountain itself appears to be
ou rememher—that the alone «uestion, { one half as hizh as it really is. Confi®
Which is of rezl worth to an individual, bas to ‘] N
Jdo with his being or his not being anew crea- | ;
tuve ; and this question ix to le tried asa Lthiig but the rippling brooks as they ¢
question which velates to an ¢fft o1 rather than | «end into the stream at tho buse of e
as o question which rdlafi s 1o a catse, It i} i, Climb the first rising & 11, &
noty © What has chanzed me 27 but, « Aml \‘moun:dm. imb the first vising Knot X
chianged ¥ nevermind whon or where. or how, | tho valley lengthens and widens bene®
Go simpiy to the fact, © Aml changed 27 vour feet,  Go up higher and higher st
And g0 long as you can find evidences of ai° 2 =
spiritual clienge, evidenees that - old things
are prss « away, t.d all things ate becoming . the great roots that start out as spurs
pew,” it cainot affvet your sufety, it onght not ; Mo sides of the mountain, you goe b
to affect vour comfuit, whether yeu hegan it 1 . ' " -olll‘d’
religion by medituting the exceeding love of | COUNTY fov some four or five miles T,
God, and ‘eeling the eart soften at the sight | ant you are delichred with the mdt’n‘d
of a dying Redeemer, or whether your first | prosp ct. But o onward, and onwA"
sxxtunent were one of horror at the proxpect aid onward, and how the seene € "rvﬂi
of hell, and your first impulse that of flying | (i)l at last, wien vou are on the sum?
frcm your Muker a3 armed fur yorr destrues |01 )00k east, west +th. and couth 0
tion. . Oh. that you might ail be stirred by i ok east, wet, llOllt » and # fore yob-
dread of the Almighty ! Men, bretheen, aud 78 ”]‘”m‘ft‘ "'”, }‘"'.‘{I"““ ].V"'.&;Y b"f)l,“'u s
and futhers. 1 aumounce to you the: judyment Von ler is a forest in some distant €0 gl
to come : it shall break upon the earth, that P‘\“‘llillf-‘l two hund-ed miies awayr .
day of wonder and of tereor, when from the | vouder the wea, and there a chining rw
gow and the mountain and the deseit shali | and the smoking ehimneys ofa man't iP
swurm the h\ll‘j(‘d famiiies of wuman kind, and | turing town, or there the mastsof the '“!"
the dead, small wid great, shiail stand hefore |y some well-known port. Al theset] 41

When you are at the base yon see put ¥

in a little valley, you discover scarcely a0y

i)l vou stand upon the summit of oné

their God ; ﬂwvn'. shall be no“sholter for the | please and delivht vou, and you sy
proud, 1o ek for the hypeerite, no standing-1 0 have initine AN il

plce for the presumption. Is there one S0 not have Hl‘mg‘lned. th;:t Now- e
amongst you who trembies at the thought of'; "‘“ﬂtl l'm seen at this eievatien. whe?
appeuring Lefore God ; appearing us a siuner 1 Ch'stian Jife is of the sameorder: i
with the Lusden of hisiniquities beforea Being | we first Lelieve in Clrist, we see but mo®

C

who is of purer eyes than to puss by trans- of him.  The bigher we elimby 10 oo
gression 7 Let Y!l:'\t man listen 5 we seck to | we discover of Lis excellencies and 118 4
persnzde himc: God hath © fonnd a ransom,” e Dut who has ever gained the ° ¢
God hath niade “ Llim to be sin for us who ! 0 Wy N Sl the ful

2 A noto e bmit?  Who has ever known a a
knew no sin, fhat we might be made the | 2y o feiohts, an 1 depths, ¢ “e“m.bs &
righteou-ness of tiod 5n Uim.” There is the | ) 1¢ 1‘? ghts, au b ept ‘g" ant 'iﬁ"h Pi)ld'
Sacrifice, there is the Substitute, O siuner. | n‘oa(,‘lt 1 of the love of Christ ¥ WD
close at once with Clrist as 2 Savionr, and | ¢tit knowledyge? Paul, now g! ,mng""”
thou shalt have no vaee to fear Tlim as o }otung aray-haived, shivering in 8¢ O
Judge when e <shall come in tie clowds of | in Rome, he could say, with greate” s W

heaven in 1{is own glovy, and in His Father's, | than we can, “1 Inow whow v Hv
s ol Aville . " . "

and of the holy aungals.’=—Melville. \\,(.\»0;1; for each experience h® o

— e the climbing of a hill, each trial b 4y id

| Ike the ascending Lo another sumtof

Love cares 1:ot what it is nor what it does,

so that it may but advance the Lord Jesus, bis death seemed like the gmn“:vghi"b
It makes the soul willing to be a footstool | zg:%dlzgeofh:h:bﬁzi;’h:{;’ &ig}uln
for: Christ; to be anythng, to be nothing, | the 10;—0 of Him to whom he b#

that Christ may be all in all. ted his soube=(. J. Spurgeo™
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‘Babbath School Lessons,
“Mareh 304

; r¢h 30 N
OSEPH kNTERTAINS HIS BRETH-
REN.—Ge~. xum. 1-34,

E; Jacop urges his sons to go again inte
“ 0 buy corn.
h “Y had eaten up the corn which they
lay, '_'("“Li'ht out of Kuypt.” v. 2. Weshould
for h,l 00t for the meat which perisheth, but
life,” 3 Meat which endureth unto everlusting j
ingg tllo. Vi, 27, Let us seek ubove all'
ot Y obtain the bread of life; “he ‘hut
thy o Jesus shall never hunger ; and he
vi. 33 Clieveth o Lim shull never thirst,” John |
garenit 2cob s a pradent and atfectionate
Ougg], Tok .:1!1 proper means to provide hig
Sg)y "0 dwith theiy daily bread : much more |
Our ‘Va?, tﬂ‘"‘“’ heavenly Father provide foy all,

,"33{{;&1(41: reasons with his father on the ]
. He r]}/ )Of Sending Benjwmin with them.
I ite 85 80 ina most respectful manoer, It
b thog Meht that iuferiors should give advice !
Wt are st over them, if they do so

f‘%p.'

"uuldr})::)})(*r spirit.  Judalh argues that it
for o, eless (or them, to journey into leypt |

lon] 0“# alter the golemn protestation of” the
ex‘“‘pt 1@ land.—« Yo chall not sce my face
be W‘)X‘:‘pour brother he with you.” It would
| gage‘mf than uselesy, for having failed in their
Qq." or ent, Chap. xlii. v. 19. 20., they could
“"'n(tol n‘)thing but that they together with
%"iat ‘“'Ollld be put to death as spies. To
be Part ““ﬁgluch as possible Jacob’s reluctance
1?00"19 “‘ 1 Bf‘njznnin, Judah undertakes to
J} D@nitalnlrpty for'him.  He was now sincere-
r()“s?ph’ an 1UY s unnataral conduct towards |
it by tl( Would endeavour ta make amends
'ti()ryl '€ only means now in his power, by
Mg o ttention to Ly brother Benjamin,
£ons make epreat professions of con-:
e“dswor failures Ty duty towards those |
““ I‘nmoo,' N the peovidence of God, have!
o Very d(‘)eg r"Om‘thvm. but these professions :
em“ tal, i€ it is seen that they who |
he friar 0 DOt re-double their attentions |
III endg still Toft ¢} I

""dul; Jacop ieni. .
. Yields to the persuasions of

far

&fi“ge Olf:om _h?traying a weak mind, to'
o6 Macto, . OPinions wlien we see good and |
'hdk Our hi"‘asom to do so. this cowse is i
%ua"‘%nt bfhe“ wisdom. Infallibility of |
Ypgtd0t o qt19088 to God alone. Whilst a |
’05 doy "ightt feuce to the views which we
;:;-’h rels our duty, an obstinate refusal
ble, Jo50n s sinful as well-as con-
N%':th Bon, 00 88w that if he refused to
ta m{,{:’mn; they would all perish,
ulous interposition of provi-

i oversight,” v. 12,

prejudices of the K
brethren sat at table before him in the ordep

of their ages, This may have been their
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dence, which he had no right o expect, bué
by sending Benjamin with his brethren they.
might obtaiu food, and the lives of all be pre-.
served. Jucob sends with then a conciliatory
present, in this he mauifested his characteristic
prudence. 'We see his justice in that, he re-
stored the mouey which was returned in their
sacks ; “peradventure,” said he, “it was an
Many are glad to conceal -
the mistakes of others, when they can do so
with advantage to themselves, not so with the
patriarch, whether the money had been re-
turned by mistake or on purpose in cither case
he felt himself equally bound to make restitu-
tion.  His generosity is shown from his divect-
ing them to take double money in their hands,
v. 12, In addition to all his precantions he
commended them all to the merey of God in
prayer, v. 14 Ina sitaation equally distross-
g, he had hefore experienced the efficacy of
prayer ;  Chap. xxxii. 28,

LV. The sons of Jucob cbey his directions.

On the sight of Beujamin, Joseph dirvected
the rulev of his house to prepare a dinuer for
the men. This kindness of Joseph again ex-
cited the apprehensions of Dis hretheen,  As
the best means of evineing their honesty and
integrity they told all their story, how’ they
had found the price they had previously paid

or the corn in their sacis, and knew not how

it il come there.  They explained their cie-
cumsztances to the steward, as they could con-,
verse more familiarly with him than with one
in the exalted position of Joseph. The an-
swer of the ~teward is observable ; he ealms
their minds by answering them that he had

“taeir money, and consoles them by the thought

that God, the God of their father, had given
them the treasure in their sacks. This mat
then, though in a heathen country, possessed
the knowledge of the true God.  Wo thus
learn that Jozeph ha been exreful to instruet
all the members of his family in the doctrines
of true relivion,

V. Joseph's entertainment of his brethren,

“And when Joseph came home,” &e. v. 26,
Compare this with the dreams related, ch,
Xxxvii, he piously praved for Benjumin, Godd
b gracious unto these my son.  High though,
his position now was, Joseph knew that his
favour would he of no impert.nce to his
brother without the blessing of God. Love
for hig hrother, thoughts of all he had suffer
ed since he had last seen him, compassion {or
hig brethren, all these feelings caused such a
commotion in his breast that he hastily entered
his chamber and wept there. Having wash-,
ed his fuce, he went out, and restraining his
feelings, said ‘set on bread,v. 31. At the
entertainment he kindly tolerated the national
ptians, v. 32. His
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usual custom, but it is probable that he ar-|we have formerly learned ! It may be M
ranged them thus himself, for it is said “the the friends of Jesus wished to consult with
mer, marvelled one at another.” Joseph not | on s0me subject pertaining to their tem
‘, only entertained his brethren, he feasted them. | affairs. . If s0, théir interruption was S
: How grateful must this have been to therh in | excusable. Not that we are not to “‘kebgf
a time of famine. “They drank and were | intetest in all that concerhs our friends: .
merry with him,” v. 34, He showed his pre- o every thing there is 5 season, and &..,
ference for his own brother Benjamiu, by mak= to every purpose under the heaven ;7 B -
; ing the portion which he sent to him from| 2. The dignity Christ confers on s
, his table five times greater than that of the ciples. 1
‘ others. Let usin accordance with the gra-| He prefers his spiritual to his patural fehi,
cious invitation of our Dblessed Redeemer sit | tives—stretching forth his hand tow i
down, and, in an everlasting banquet partake ! disciples, he said, “ Behold my mother an ]
\ of the rich spirvitual blessings which he has’| brethren;” ver. 49. And this was B0" 44
‘ provided for us.. | peculiar privilege of his followers during "y
Learn—Ilst. That we should never be | sojourn on carth, but “this honour ha¥ 5
ashamed to change our opinions when we see | his saints.”  What a delichtful consolﬂtlonde
good reason to 10 s0 ; Prov. xxvi. 12—Acts. | this to believers ! However they may,
xvil. 10. 11. 12. | spised and persecuted by man, Chrishgg
od. That in times of trial and danger we creator and preserver of the universe, th 08
should uge all necessary precautions, and with | of kings, and Lord of lords, is their the
humble and prayerful reliance on the Al-ibhrother. ‘This fact is now conceale f‘)ml "
mighty, leave with him the event, Nch. iv. 9. | world, but yet a little while and it s%%4
34 That where we fear evil there is often i made manifest before assembled '11\0“ th‘{

good in store for us. Ps. xxx. 1L, | angels. Trom this passage it is evider in]e&’
— e v e 1 the mother of Jesus was far from that S pe
April 6th. perfection claimed for her by Romauis®™ ¢ f

. e AT A e RETATTON | untimely and unreasonable interruption
CHRIST'S NEAREST RELATIONS. . Lord, is,)a proof that she was but 2 We”':mnd

Marr. xit. 46-50. ' sinful woman—that she was but 2

1. The disrespect shown to Christ by his l\ saved by erace.” '}’M

natural relations. 3. T} et . g disCY
. A . . . ¢ qualification of Christ’s 4153 5o

« {lis mother and his breturen stood with- I No 0§te‘?\t‘ofﬁmere ku{w]odwe is aid dgdg"
out.” They cared not to come within to listen | oo 10 1;1'00(' of our disciplmhfi 0w 1o
to hiz preaching.  We are apt to despise our | n.my entitle & man to the nant o of as roﬂ% g
greatest privileges, on account of our famili- i yodjawist, or chemist, but knowledg® o P
arity with them. The fuct, however, that We  Jover make him a true Christian- 2of
know not' how soon the blessings whxclvl We | iy have the most extensive knO“"edg‘:npy‘ba
enjoy may be taken from us, should make us | decpest doctrines of Christianity, a0¢
tmore anxious to profit by them. The mother |, 16 to talk on hese motientous toplclslriﬁé
i and brethren of the Lord conveyed to him, an ancel, vet without the faith that P g d
i through the crowd, the message that they de- | y0 h&u-i and worketh by love, he i 0o dO‘;g
" sired to speak with him; ver. 47. What their Christ’s: 1 Cor. xiil. 1, 2 No mol"?n #

Siness was wi im is eortad Most A o S T & i
business was with him is ancertain. Most e pro J-sout! auhx’

.
;
y

[

fosgion, however hig
1 v L, « thnt wor f - cOr- . ' . e, .
{’r‘?}"‘(‘pli,“‘hw‘ ;‘m.ci feaft:nl‘ _th““' lie, A ‘;51 OVET- pay be, give us a title to Christ a7 beh?";
"l“‘}-‘;}i‘sh is natural powers )yf "a ' )_O‘t“b' benefits ; Matt. vii. 22, The tl'“'iifests ;
N Ty ' 1 < ir i - . . .
is, howover, was 1o cxeuse for their Inter- 1 yas his gracious Saviour, and WAl Obe‘i'

: ruption.  They should have considered that . ; o ) Tn of
o the blessed Josus preferred his great work of {:1)1\(‘2 b}?,edi:“.l;ﬁ]},l:f;,‘,ﬁl :f ,(J g:-]t'ed by ﬂ’e-gt,”
s salvation to ease, comfort, and even, as he | gt ‘\n;] {hm/wh in chilqriife he i sub.‘d«;(’
aftcrwards proved, to lite itseif. His meal ;nl-mv'il(n orf‘cctigns‘ thesé he mourns ‘“’r j
was to do tie will of his Father who had sent .y 9. p‘ N N L ol « dett
him; John iv. 34 Zical for his Father's work E:::{)L)ll;]:kl{):,::g: l;(i‘sc‘;liloé:vh:)sb(égiehce-” w°“ .
hud ied the Lord, when but yet a child, out of ‘ : ) SJiever. as W
the circle of bis reiatives, and wheu discovered . Learn—1st. That the beli e b 'hiﬂ‘"”
by his sorrowing parents, his reply to his tflmi LO";hlJ may be often (t’.p.po‘”]s, in b8
mother was, « Fow is it that yo sought me? en officiousness of his ré%“ od
wist ye not that I must be about my Father's | 10 40 good.—}\f[att v .3'"" " oileg® i;;."
business ?” Luke ii. 49. Though Mary is said " ~2nd. The high dignity and P¥! 170
to have kept these sayings in her heart, she, disciple of Jesus.—Rom. viil- 117 "o gith
now uppears to have forgotten them. What | 3rd. That good works are _,32651
peed have e of coustant wateLfuluess, £ be | evidence of true faith ~James L
able to recall and put in practice the truths, ii. 3-6:

.
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THE FAULTLESS CONGREGATION: | Deity. T havé often thought that the fol-

“Wy e l’pwiug incidet?t, {'ecorded of 2 good'.man,
from even'ce do they comg? They come | #as a very besutiful one. A sceptic «d-
The A ery part of the mhal‘ntable globe. | dressed him, and said, « What will become
b fean from his burning sands,— | of all the sects into which you Christians
Sgy sa;?l lﬂm‘ler from his everlastin g .'eplit‘at the day of judgment of Christ?
Wwilds = be there,—-the' Arab from bis| The Ingenious, yet scriptural, answer was,
o5, \;};ﬂ Druse from his mountain fast- | ¢ God will say to one, ¢ What are you? !
o “ﬂc‘iem e Anwd]lunaq,—the Patriarch | am an Independent.” * Sit you there. To

n days,—the children of Shem, another, ¢ What are you?  ¢I am a Pres-
A and J_apheth, that met first in the byterian.” ¢8it you there.” Another will
delu:,ec;llreenn'g upon the waves of thebe asked, ‘What are you? I am a
r‘ﬁtei ulat laid waste t_he world, till they | Churchman.” ¢ Sit you there) And a
th]‘ll‘@“pof’-l the summit of Ararat,—tlie | fourth will be asked, What are you? The

ilnr? thcs‘e, the grey ﬁt_thel_'s of the!answer will be, ¢ A Christian.) = And the
the ru ace, shall meet again ; firstin Christ, | commission will be given him from G,
the l_” 4 ﬂi,.by faith, aiid lastly in heaven, | « Walk about heaven in any place you liks.”
lookg ;,:‘t antitype, of Ararat, no more to For as it is true thatone star ditfereth fiom
Y isn]]- ! upon a world depopulated another star in glory, 80 it is true that he
g W e“flr‘led by thg flood, but to bask i that hath the most Ligotry will have the
ay) ‘“to splendours gt the l‘xeatiﬁc vision, - least of heaven, and he that feels all things

Tong ofe(‘ or ever without fault before the f su‘bdrdinate to Christ, and Him Crucitied,
Var Us o JDtl: They come not only from ; will have the largest space to walk in, I °
of g ;rg()untrms:, but from vaiious seenes : believe, too, that those will be before the
g nal{“‘lg%mme from Lunger, and cold, throne of every form of government.  The
beds, arf{ sy, fmd peril—some from sick | stein republican will be there; the accom-
Yuigiy; nt- bospitals, and prisons, and in- plished monarchist will e there alo; no
Rodg, ﬂ_U:a Some shall come from bmtle;;n:ni(m under Lheaven which will not econ-
Wat@rloon, Melrcng‘o,‘ from An::turht;/., and | tribute its quota; subjects of uncivilized
of g, oo aud some from the silent deptlis | government, and vietims of crucl ones will
anq Trf‘?’m\‘the slain of Camperdown, | be there. Thev will be a great multitude,
f’% Alalgar, and the Nile,—und some greater than the Antinomian will allow,
xfh"se “'?m?'n.ong Pyramids: aud many t!]ou‘gh fewer Lh{m the Universalist l{c]ie\'«?&
oy the %er‘“g sheets have bt}uu the sands | singing, ¢ Salvation to our God, which sit-
; Nauht o | ts and whose requiem lias been | teth upon the throne, and to the Lamb.”

9 tiren. V. the waves of the Jesert sea.

G Cuiyy ~e
10 s Dstance can conceal them whom

a\‘.ay ths W rise,  No distance can keep | A POSSIBLE COMBINATION,
th"? sha?fe Whom God summons. Aund | . .

of e COmie, 160, froni various ssctions T had ¢ome into the house after preach-
moh"“o{ ureh Universal, No sect has 1 ing one Lord's davy and, as we were en-

13 (TR o T mlod Onversitl o rke

o mz} of Christians, because no seet | Zil in conver xution, ! 1u.n:1.1\\ d that I
ne"iox L1opoly of the Gospel.  The dis- thought the right way to preach the gosyeel
Segp S thyg are made l»etweén sect and | WAs to depend upon the Holv Ghost, and

! b 1 <3 RN .
. . ! D 1 ceUst s o went o,
Wfius, that will be consumed i pray without ceasing” its one went on

apy © Hapy,, . .

Un] p"ac\imw Of the last fire; these points1  To this a clergyman who was presert
%“*‘l'rel, M‘ﬁh‘ about which true Churistians . 100k exception. e suid apreacher should
1385 away like straw and straw- | pray before goine to the puipit, and afier

B A e ke

by g Peper

- -

llta bb ’

i:ma] lif\)let ¢ Overwhielming flood of uni- | leaving it; but le could not understand
&boﬁ)uud and upjve;sy) love; and it will | how & man could at the same time both

q‘,a‘:t ’whi:ﬁ *hat day, that those things | pray and preach.
i %l’e Werg Churchmeu and Dissenters I felt coufounded at this remark, for I
; thinm but microscopic poiuts, and | had always taken him fora converted mau;
bib“ntera‘ "!’Ollt which Churchmen and | and 1 thought, can it be possible that any
‘%’A““d ce, Were majestic as the at- | truly converted servant of Jesus could be
‘ Snduting us the Throne of |ignorant of how to mix praying with

- %

Bt
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hing? As no good could have come THE IMPERFECT COPY.
of discussing such a snbject, I merely re- R
marked that, in my opinion, it could easily BY “A. L. 0. E.

be done if a minister set himeelf to do.it.
Tt, however, let. me into the secret why | % Always busy at your drawing, E
gome men preach so very uuprefitably 5 said bis elder brother Henry, as ho enté
they do it without prayer. And can they | the schoolroam oné morniug. "
bave a proper idea of what it s to preach| Edwin looked up for a moment .\\'uh&
Cluist, if they can do itin aprayerlessframe ' smile, and then went on tracing with 7.
of mind 2 How could any holy servant of : dent plonsure the outling of a face
the Lord attempt to go on with thesolemn | brother came behind him, and looked @
work of preaching Clrist Jesus without | his shoulder.  Edwin listened for his
looking up for the promised Spirit, to give | marks, thouzh without ceasing to dmw:‘id
bim strength to speak withunction, and to’  «You are taking pains, [ see, "y
aceompany his preaching with vital power 2 Henry at last, in a kindly tone; « but 1' t
And thix leaning aztitude ix itself eontinu- ' afraid that youbaveto use y(mrin«liu-l‘l"
pus prayer. But thereis no difficulty in ' here, and here: these lines, vou may |
ifting up the soul in conscions and con~ tvive, are not in good drawing.” " e
ceived prayer as a man i addressing an “T don't see much wrong in thefm i
audienee, provided he is “in the Spirity” ! plied Edwin, suspending his pmwlL
and those who are ignorant of thix Divine ! something of vexation in his tong for
art ne2d not wonder if their preaching is ! had expected nothing but praise.
devoid of power to convert sinners, or to| ¢« 1f vou compare them with your S
lify the Chureh of Gal. It canbe done you will perceive that all this ‘outline *
in otlier employments, and why wot in | correet. oTf
that eslling in which it is so essential to( “Whoreis thestudy #° continued H
suceess ? looking in vain for it on the table. - il
An okl author, Hales of Eton, has afew!  “Ol, it's somewhere upstairy i
sentences 1o our purpose, which mag be | Edwin, ¢ remember very well ‘f'h‘q g i
read with profit: ¢ Let no man think it too | like, and ean go on withont looking
much,” xays he, “to require at the hands ! every minute.” i
of men. at one and the selfsame instant,! < Would vou oblize me h\,'lﬂ‘i",‘i“"‘:‘long
both to attend their vocation and their \ gaid his brother, who ].)m-coi\.\-d thzlt«"f P
prayer. Forthe mind of man igvery agile I as Edwin merely drew from memon)?
and nimble, and it is wonderful to see to! woull not seo the fanlts in hix skettj;:ngbf,
how many things it will, at one moment| Edwin went upstairs raiher 117}1"11 q'(ud}"
apply itzelf, without any confusion. and soon brought down a beautift qio®
«Lc ok but upon the musician; while he|a fare most perfeet in form and Xp” Sy
is in his practice, he tunes his voice, fingers Henry silently put the two pict! Tl
Lis instrument, reads his music, makes the ! gether,  Fdwin gazed with bittel 4 &
note, observes the time——all these things | pointmant on his own copy, whi ‘ﬂ.od‘

\
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at one and the same instant, without any | few minntes before he had thought # “vboj
art

dwin v

tud??

. - . . | i N . ‘
distraction or impediment.  Thus should | Not a feature was veally like: “}f’ P

men doin care of devotion, and in the cam- | looked crooked and orimmj even his 1o i

mon acts of our vocation let prayer bear a | eve could not but see a thousant @

part.” his sketeh. it &
Dear reader, let us keep up a prayerful| «I shall never gat it right!” Ed¥ el

R X . . = snd
state of mind by keeping up a constant | claimed, in a burst of vexation; an wz:::

“ inward recollection” of God; let us have| ing up the unfortunate drawing

our “eves ever toward the Lord;” let us| bave torn it asﬁnder, had he ¢ ¢
“walk in the Spirit and live in the Spirit,” | prevented by his brother. 17¢ .
and whereyer we are, and in whatever en- “ My dear Edwin, youhave doub Z f d’
gaged, we shall thereby be enabled to obey | first in being too easily satisﬁe‘l' g
the sweet command of our gracious Lord, | in being too easily discouraged-

aud * PRAY witHoUT CEASING.”—[British| 1 shall never make it like thd o

Hevald, face!” cried the disheartened boy*
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b You need patiencé, you need help, you
» #bove all, often to look at your copy.
bul’e!’tect teselblance you never may have,
ilJdc'll may succeed in getting one which
e, 0 eredit both to you aud vour mas-
E
ﬂlm
f‘t.lh“
ill hi% €
Wat )
Whie \

hi«

dvin took up the pencil which hé bad
own, and carefully and attentively
the picture, e found very much
by to alter, very mugh to rub out;
ast le completed a very fair shetel,
e presented with a little hesitation
wy brothey,
in, '*imll liave this frathed, and hung up
w1 said Heney, i
E‘l\'i Bt ot worth that ! exelaimed
» Colouring with pleasure and sur-

ed

CWin
]'rl.\\\,‘
[N \V .

Y0 N o . .
“Lug i[l 0aself, perhaps,” reolied Henry;
of i Will wrve often to remind us both
by, l[u)l'lam truth, which was suggested

ien I saw you Jabottring at your

t

(‘hl] v

Eiw:
wh-od‘: " ooked in surprisé al his brother,
s ~E‘“l”"’t‘€eried to explain his words s—
‘*U o f’ dear Edwin, as Chtistians, have
v, 8 Work st before us? to copy in our
M. the exammle se o Tl
Ging, . ample set us by a heavealy
’ ‘;;e u““.‘l'r .l l.\'.ih the Bibie that we behold
W 1“\; ';“‘AUf i C.h;u‘;m'm:' perfect and puve.
oy Nany of us choose raaher to im-
b ligg” Orselves what a Cluistian should
) ¢ alm lowy we are content with

[
Wi 3"“"1-‘\,.
il g, S8 We perhaps please ourselves !
" ° . . D
o fohght of our own wisdoin and |
every one but ourselves |

© While

Mg . : ;
\.s‘,f“ our copy ig wretched and!
)

. Nt e e . 1
\ Ay e we o do?” sanl Edwin,

N i,l’;l tﬁ“n;:s,t](:l.‘ welv examinethe stuilyl el
o Ut i;\\:‘.“\; st compare our 11‘\1‘.‘4

of “’l‘-',l Ll:(.g?‘“l(;ml:)]m” soon fir:]
Oty ;«h.a.u s to I:I:ll{e tis

the n]“-‘"l'ciuxc God.  When we
b we ﬁlm”(ela\ness and gentleness of
N ['1“114;,0 vnsh:nncd_ of our owu
‘h‘flu- reat l' ¢ when we tind how holy
Ik i Ximple, we shall be grieved
g ,\Y‘? o Gulike to thim we are.”

g ever make 4 pood eopy,”

{ e Wi, oy, . .
_‘“\]m at On(’:c ,‘"“e may just give up the

sy touj
u S u","“.&‘c A You did when you wished
%_)"u ,.a“;y YUT picture in despair, as soon
degy bo O% tmperfoct it was.  No, 10,
7?2 8AY 10 you now as 1 saild
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to dyou then, you need paiience, you need
help—help from the good Spirit of Gody
and, above all, you need to look often at
your study, to keep the character and work
of your Lord ever before your eyes.”

“But if 1 do my best I shall still fall so
short !” ‘

“{ know it,” said Henry, gravely; « but
this feeling should not prevent your aiming
at pérfection.  God will complete His work
in the hearts of His servants, not on earth,
Lt ih heaven. There the copy, fecbly
comménced Lelow, shall be made » likeuess
indeed!  For what says the Word of God ?
$We know that when Ie shall appear we
shull be {tke Lo, for we shall sce Tiiom as
e is!?”

—~e

JESUX A FRIEND.

Nomah nieed everthink himgelf friendless while
he has Jesus for a friend. My reader, 1s He your
friend?

1. You riced Him, You nted one who can for-
give your sins. - You need one who can intercede
for you witl: Godi  You necd one who ean give
you a new leart—who can save your undying
soul. Only vne can o all these thinygs for you.—
Jesus is tiwe friend you need

1I& He will never disappoint you. Of what
eavthly friend, living or dead, could you say this?
Nover was there a wife so affectignatz that she
did not somgtimes exhibit petufence or secming
coldness, ‘Eover oue so devoted but shgavas ilble
to be swayed deeasionslly Ly the sec: 'i)adstnne
of selfi<hnessfli A ¢onfiding girl gtbes heart and
hand to lim Whom ghe lodha "onas her life-guide: -
But does she not too often. find & ¢« broken reed”
taat pierces her trustiliinqt} with silent sorrow?
The best aud noblest gsband issot perpetually
good or noble. To-day his words are honey.—
To-morrow there is the slightest drop of acid in
them, that makes the delicate tissues of a wite's
hiears to sware  ‘Lo-day his face was suushine,—
But to-morrow’s clouded hrow may cast u transient
shadow o'er the houschold.  In our spiritual ex-
perience, too, what disappeintments! ‘i'he pastor
is not always faithful; the teacher is not always
wise; the most consiztent Christian often indeed
deserves the tingling rebuke, “ Counld ye not wateh
with e one hour?”

But thanks and glory to Him who first loved
me!  in Hix 1find a friend that never deceived
me and pever disappoint= me. In the first hours
of my soul's distress under conviction of sin, I
went to Him, and He gave ear at ouce to my ory-
He heard my prayer. He realized all my neces-
sities. He knew my certainty of punishment un-
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less He made my cause His pwn, No fee was
required to secure thiz all powerful advocate with
God. He gave the precious services of Hix inter-
cession without money and without price. I
needed a righteousness. My filthy rags were not
¢ presentable” at His Father's gourt. He offered
me a righteousness complete and gratuitous. I
needed a surety, for I was without credit before
God. He became my surety; pledging to me a
grace that has proved allsufficient for my sorest,
sharpest hours of trial. I ngeded a new heart—

%+ His converting power wrought the bie<=ed change.

iIl. Jesus is the very friend for adversity.—
Among men, prosperity makes friends; adversity
tries them, ILet the blaze of success flood me
aud mine, and there will be plenty of butterflies
to flutter in the warmth. My house will not lack
guests, or my tablg occupants. I shall be most
readily recognized in the street—even by near-
sighted people Bat let the sudden drought of
poverty parch away the herbage, and the hungry
herd will decamp and leave me to the faithful few
who care more for me than for my provender.—
Prosperity fills the garden—not always with the
choicest growths; adversity weeds it.

Tn blessed contrast with human treachery and
inconstancy, standas the fidelity of our Redeemer,
The darker my lgt, the closer to me draweth my
«Elder Brother,” Let bereavement come ; let
persecution for the truth’s sake, let reproach and
honourable poverty come, and Christ is sure ta
oometoo. He isthe “brother born for adversity.”
He can be toughed with the feeling of our infir-
mities, for He {00 was & man of soprows, Heg
¥nows what ap adfling heart and a wgary head
mesn, for Hihad npt where to lay Hivofn blessed
head duridifF thet lang plifrimage of love, He
knows what unﬂndness eans, for H® toq ¢ came
unto His own, and Jis aWh rece, ved Him not."—
‘Who can comfort ,ega&l V}hat oil so healing
to the raw, open wom;d, Uﬁeh calamity intlicts,
as the balm of OHHist's cofidolation. And whep
in the damps of the valley of the death-shade
every flickering lamp of human philosophy has
gone out, HE walks by our side with the light thap
grows brighter as we near the dark river. “Lo!
Iam with yon always!” is the sweet assurance
that bushes our fears and puts to flight our
anxieties. *Lo! I am with you,” quiets us as the
mother's lullaby quiets the frightened child in the
erndle. We fall asleep with the blessed assurance
in our ear; we wake up in heaven, and tind ouy:
selves for ever with the Lord! Our friend upon

_earth is our cowpanion in eternity.

“ For ever with the Lord!
Amen; 8o let it be,
Life from the dead is in that word;
'Tis immortality.”
T L. Cuyler,

THE GOOD. NEWS, .

Fay the Good New&
BE NOT AFRAID, ONLY BELIEVE

Mark v. 36,

The simple truth of Jesus,
0! trembling sinner hear ;
It ig the truth that frees us,
Anad quells desponding fear.
Qur sins are great, searched out and
But Christ is mighty to atone,
Be not afraid, only believe.

kno¥h

His love on earth was boundlessj
In glory ’tis the same;
The sinner's fears are groundless,
While Jesus is his name.
His darling attribute is lave,
It shineth high the rest above.
Be not afraid, only belicve,

His death was all availing
To save and justify,
His pleading’s all prevailing,
Before the throne on high,
For sin he hung on Calvary's hill,
For sinner’s intercedeth still.
Be not afraid, only believe.

The Righteous Branch was broken,
The Rock of Ages cleft,
An earnest, and a token
Of ev'ry other gift.
And now the call's to all that heal,
Ho! ye that thirst! to God draw near
Be not afraid, only believe.

With golden fruit is bending
The plant of God's renawn,
Heaven's manna ig descendiug,
Yea, now, ’tis coming dawn.
Arise and feast, on Angel's food,
Oh! taste and see that God is gOOd-
Be not afraid, only belieye.

Why wring thy heart with anguisb?
Why drink the cup of gall?

Why will ye sit and languish,
While Jesus died for all?

«Come?” is the invitation still,

« Come now, yea whosoever wille

Be not gfraid, only believe. X v %

Toronto, )Iuyph 1862,

gy

l*ly sinner, fly! God help ‘bee:osé
Hark hear the word of the Lord !
the worll congwmed, the Avenger ™ i

F |

hecls!  Befgre to-morrow yoW s

damued for gver !— Whitpield,

.




