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ADVERTISEMENTS.

ALMA -- 'ONTARIO LADIES' GOLLEGE,

WHITBY, ONT.

The most elegant of the Ladies' Colleges. More thor-

THE LEADING CANADIAN COLLEGE, | oughly equipped than ever. Those intending to enter now
ST. THOMAS, ONT. or after Xmas should make immediate application to
| 11y REV. J. J. HARE, Ph.D,, Principal.

FOR I

YOUNG 'GALT BUSINESS COLLEGE
WOMEN. | | . e i Toeuring

practical School of Shorthz
Lowest Rates and most Rapid Tuition Circ nlars Free.
1-1y J. SHARP, PrINCiPAL, Main Strec t, Galt, Ont.

#4r Nearly 200 STUDENTS last year. 17 Graduates | —

and Certificated Teachers in Faculty, Graduating “ ALBERT COLLEGE

Courses with Certificates and Diplomas in Litera- |
|

ture, Music, Fine Arts, Elocution and Commercial \ BELLEV'LLE, ONT'I

| 1s universally admitted to be one of the most thorough

| Training Sehools in Ontario. The Academy of Muslic,

| Business College, Academy of Fine Arts, and S8chool

McLAcHLIN Pb'ALL’ | of Elocution, are in charge of Specialists and Teachers

| of experience.
| Large Classes are prepared Annually for Matriculation
in Arm,'l.-m-hn-rs'('l-n.\t\m s and the Preliminary Exami-

| nation of the Methodist Church. For Circulars, address
81y REV, W. P. DYER, MA,, Principal.

Science.

The elegant new addition, costing $20,000, now open.

£ar Thorough work. Low Rates. Good Board,

60 pp. Announcement FRER. Address,

11y PRINCIPAL AUSTIN, B.D. GOLD MEDAL, PARIS, 1878,

W. BAKLR & COS

Breakfast Gocoa

Is absolutely pure and
it is soluble.

No Chemicals

are used in its preparation. It has
more than three tines the strength of
Cocoa mixed with Starch, Jrrowroot
|l or Sugar, and is therefore far more
economical, costing less than one cent
a cup. It is delicious, nourishing,
strengthening, 3 3
and admirably ad

E GATHERED JEWELS, NO- 2, . v as weli as for persons in health.

sold by Grocers e prywhere,

- D

we The New §. 8. Singing Book for 1889. W.BAKER & CO,, Dorchester, Mass.
< ! 192 pages of Choice Hymns and Tunes by W. A,

OGDEN. Price #3.60 per doz. ; single copy 85 cts. Speci- e

men pages free. Address WiLuiaM BRiaas, Publisher,

Toronto, Ontario. 5.6t i

CURES
BIILIES scroFULA.

B LO 0 D . Scrofula leads to consump-

tion, and should be cured by
cleansing the blood and re-
moving all impurities from
the system by the use of
B. B. B.

CSHANE BELL FOUNDRY.
Inest Grade nlp“.-?m
Chimes & Peals for Churches, 2
Colleges, Tower Olocks, ete. &
Fully warranted; satisfaction
guaranteed. Send for price
and catalogue.
HENRY MCSHANE & CO.,
BavtiMore, Md,, U.
Mention this paper.

CRYING BABIES.

Babies cry because they suffer.  Their little
gums are inflamed, and their bodies are more or

less feverish. If you will tie around their necks
one of NORMAN'S Electric Teething Neck-
laces you will see a wonderful change for the
better ; their sufferings will cease and their general
health will improve. Ask for Norman's, take no
other, you will be pleased. Price 50 cents.

10-3

CY|NCINNATI BELLFOUNDRY GO0
Q SUCCESSORS IN B THE
BL) GCC

'YMYER MANUFACTURIN
CATALOGUE WITH 1800 TESTIMONIALS.
. -YBELLS.CHURCH_SCHOOL.FIREALA
#ar No Duty o» Church Bells.

In ordering goods, or in making inquiry concerning anything advertised in this Magasine
you will obliy e the
pubdlisher, aswell as the advertiser, by stating that you saw the advertisement in THE SUNDAY SCBIOOL DA.HXIL”




JEwisH WoMAN BARGAINING IN A BAZAAR.

Jewish Woman Bargaining in a| TueSundaySchool Journal thus distinguishes
Bazaar. | between force and fuss: *‘In Sunday-school
| work there are superintendents and teachers

Tue shops of oriental merchants are very ‘ who have force, and who always succeed ; there
small rooms or stalls in narrow streets, or ba- {‘ are others who h.ave only fuss, and who always
zaars as they are called. Bargaining is attended | fail. One superintendent has the best of order
with much chaffering, beating down and hag- | in his school and the strictest attention to duty,
gling about prices, illustrating the proverb of | though he i‘f never noisy or excited ; ““°th?"
Solomon, ** It is naught, it is naught, saith the | cannot get his school to order, or keep them in
buyer, but when he is gone he boasteth of it.” order after some one else has quieted their
Eastern women generally ars heavily veiled. | turbulence, and this notwithstanding his voci-

The Jewesses are an exception, for often they | feration and excitement, and bell-clanging. and

are seen dressed in the manner shown in the ‘\ viteous appeals for silence. It is simply the
cut. | difference between force and fuss,”

PO e g+ ¢

<

i




290 SUNDAY SCHOOL BANNER.

OUR PUBLICATIONS.
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gletl;do?ist Md ¥ R
uardian and Magazine togethe
The Wesleyan, Halifax, weekly ..
Sunday School Banner, monthly....coooe.c0ae
Quarterly Review Service. By the year, 24
cents o dozen ; §2 per 100, Per quarter, 6
cents adozen; per 100 .......... fife
Home & School, 8 4to, fortnight
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Less than
Over 20 copies
Pleasant Hours,
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price. '

C. W, COATES,
3 Bleury Street,
Montreal, Que.

cracks jokes when he does not feel like it, is as
truly formal as another who is solemn on prin-
ciple. We do not admire what some are
pleased to call « professional piety.” Nor do
we delight in assumed foolishness. In calling
upon pupils be informal by talking of those
things in which you and your people feel a
common interest, so that both can express an
interest, and yet be natural.

As for time needed in visiting, it is a relief
to r ber that five minutes will ti
do wounders. You ring or rap, & ¢ Mary ten
minutes, find how her big brother is who was

5 | sick last week, throw out a thought or two on

the next lesson, tell an item of non-contraband
news about a *‘mutual friend,” find how your
pupil is prospering in meeting a difficulty re-
cently confided to you, give a ﬁittle advice und
cheering sympathy, and are off without hinder-
ing the busy girl very long from the task of
the day. **What a splen id teacher!” is her
ejaculation, after you are gone. Next Sabbath
it will take more than ¢ Sunday headache " to
keep her from the class.—Exchange.

§1mhng School gat;ﬁe_az—.

W. H. WITHROW, D.D., EDITOR.

TORONTO, OCTOBER, 1889.
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The Comforter.

BY REV. JAMES COOKE SEYMOUR.

WHo knows the sorrows that are ours,

As Indispensable as Ever.

WE mean that it is as indispensable as ever
that teachers should visit their pupils. Noim-
prov ts or new methods of any kind can
take the place of this expression of personal
interest.

Teaching requires, amon, other things, a
ready communication of ¥ ought. For this
purpose minds must be in some kind of sym-
pathy. Without a bridge of mutual interest,
the space between them may be compared to
an impassable gulf. Friendliness between
teacher and learner is more than a luxury. It
hastens communication. It qualifies one to be
an instructor, in the sense of building up the
recipient mind.

The free, friendly, informal social call is an
expression of good-will ; further, it deepens
good-will. Thus it makes strong the sympathy
between minds, and aids the teacher to become
victor in the race with ignorance and indiffer-

ence.

The visit by a teacher should be unaffected.
There is no profit in playing a part. If we try
o make Charley think we love him twice as
much as we do, he will probably not ive us
credit for half of the love we really feel. The
part that is pretence spoils the part that is

enuine. Instead of doublin, the effort, we

ave divided it, and into fractions smaller than
halves. Be genuine in visiting, and genuine
good-will must increase.

Another point is informality. But we
should remember that there is a formal fri-

The pungent griefs, the dark, sad hours,
When close pursued by hellish powers?
The Comforter.

Who soothes the anguish of the heart,

Removes the pain, afiliction’s smart,

And bids the Tempter quite depart !
Great Comforter.

Who whispers * peace,” we gladly hear,

Who draws our souls to Jesus near,

And sorrows turn to joys most dear ?,
Sweet Comfoster.

Who points in hope to worlds on high,

Reward that waits us in the sky,

Bright home ! encouragingly nigh ?
Blest Comforter.

The Hush of Devotions.

How impressive is the hush of the devotional
hour in Sunday-school ! It is that still place in
the river's surface which means deep water.
And is it not indeed significant? It means the
peace around the form of Jesus, some little
chamber where the doors are shut, and He is
saying, ‘‘ Peace be unto you 1" It is a moment
when a child’s thoughts go flying Godward in
the silent hush. Do not let any one interfere
with it. Educate the school to be thoroughly
reverent in its devotional exercises. When the
scholars have long been ont in life, their
thoughts will go back to that *still place in
the river,” and in memory’s light it will be
flushed with the glory of the sunset.—S. S.
Journal.

volity as well as a formal solemnity ; one who
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Growing Up.
B7 MARY F. LATHROP.

It is related that in the early period of the
Revolution, the schoolboys of one of the French
towns organized themselves into a military
Band of Hope. On their banners they inscribed
the words, ** Tremblez, Tyrans, Nous grand-
irons ! "—Tremble, tyrants, we will grow up!

Teacher ! a band of hope is committed to
your care. Are you tuininf them as soldiers
or Christ? They are growing up before you ;
are they growing up in God’s service ? Grow-
ingup “to ﬁfht for the good,” rather than
¢ rail at the ill?” Growing up to despise sin ?
To gain mastery over tyrants of fashion and
alnn[(;ler? To bid the rum tyrant tremble?
“To ride abroad redressing human wrongs?
To speak no evil ; no, nor listen to it?” Grow
up they must and will. Are they growing up
“gstrong in the Lord and in the power of His
might?” In great measure it will be igur
fault, if they grow not up to say, “M rd
and my God.” How shall it with these
growing souls ?

How to Keep Scholars in a Class.

Wz give six short rules that are roads to
success :

1. Keep yourself there. A good wn{lto kill
is to keep away. The class scatters when the
teacher is absent. Where you find a class
without its teacher, you will soon find a teacher
without his class. lie there yourself.

2. Know your lesson. To attract and fix
others, have something with which to attract
and fix. If you woulﬁ draw the iron, there
must be power in the magnet. An empty
teacher will empty his class seat.

2, Keep the scholars by keeping the parents.
Call at the homes of your class. You strengthen
your hold on the scholar when you secure a hold
on the parent.

4. Have en interest in everything aficcting
their welfare, Guide them in their reading,
and have a thopght for their health. What
does our class cost us? The amount of cost
will measure the size of results. It is useless
to expect a crop when you sow little and culti-
vate less. By loving tnd serving your class
you keep them.

5. Keep your scholars by mighty prayers for
them, by an Israel-wrestling style of suppli-
cation. Let your aim and effort be to bring
every scholar into obedience to Christ. The
more religion in the scholar, the greater attach-
ment to the teacher. It is the con\:‘er‘ted

Opening and Closing Services.

OPENING SERVICE.

I. Silence.
II. Doxology.
III. l{eaponle:/e Service.
Supt. How excellent is Thy loving kindness,
0 God !
School. Therefore the children of men put
their trust under the shadow of Thy wings.
Supt. They shall be lbumlnntry ‘satisfied
with the fatness of Thy house.
School. And Thou shalt make them drink of
the rivers of Thy pleasures,
Supt. For with Thee is the fountain of life.
School. In Thy light shall we see light.
SumCommit thy way unto the Lord.
Sehool. Trust also in Him and He shall bring
it to pass.
Supt. Restin the Lord and wait patiently
for Him,
School. Those that wait upon the Lord, they
shall inherit the earth.
IV. Singiug.
V. Prayer.

LESSON SERVICE.

1. Class Study of the Lesson.
11. Singing Lesson Hymn.

I1I. Recitation of Title, Golden Text, Out-
line, and Doctrinal Suggestion by the school in
concert.

1V. Review and Application of the Leasson,
by Pastor or Superintendent.

V. The Supplemental Lesson.

VI. Announcements (especially of the Church

service, and week-evening prayer-meeting).

CLOSING SERVICE,

Supt. My son, forget not My law ; but let
thine heart keep My commandments; for
length of days, and long life, and peace, shall
they add to thee.

School. The Lord our God will we serve, and
His voice will we obey.

Dismission.

APOSTLES' CREED,

1 believe in God the Father Almighty, Maker
of heaven and earth ; and in Jesus Christ His
onlf' Son our Lord : who was conceived by the
Holy Ghost, born of the Virgin Mary, suffered
under Pontius Pilate ; wascrucified, dead, and
buried ; the third day He rose from the dead ;

ded into heavén, and sitteth on the

boy or girl that makes the per t 3

6. You keep most when you think least of
keeping, and simply give in to God the full
measre of your duty, uE to the brim, doing
intenvely, persistently, thoroughly, when you

yourself are submitted fully to the Lord Jesus
and just breathe out the spirit of consecration
that abode in him.—8. 8. Journal.

He

right hand of God the Father Almighty ; from
thence He shall come to judge the quick and
the dead.

1 believe in the Holy Ghost ; the Holy Cath-
olic Church; the communion of saints; the
forgiveness of sins; the resurrection of the
body ; and the life everlasting. Amen.
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INTERNATIONAL

BIBLE LESSONS.

FOURTH QUARTER: STUDIES IN JEWISH HISTORY.
LESSON 1. THE TRIBES U
Authorized Version,
[ Commit to memory verses 1-3.1
|STRON 3 |« L e e e b, and spake.

B. C. 1048.]

2 Sam. 5. 112,

FOUNDATION saying, Behold, we are thy bone and

thy flesh,

2 Also in time past, when San!
was king over us, thou wast he that
|eddest out and broughtest in 18" ra-el :
and the LORD said to thee, Thou shalt
feed my people Is‘ra-el, and thou
shalt be a captain over Is'ra-el.

3 8o all the elders of I1s'ra-el came to the King to Hern
bron ; and king Da’vid made a league W ith them in He-
bron before the LORD: and they anointed Da’vid king
over Isra-el.

4 Da’vid was thirty years old when he began to reign,
and he reigned forty years.

5 In He'bron he reigned over Ju’dah seven years and six
months : and in Je-ru’sa-lem he reigned thirty and three
vears over all 1sr-el and Ju’dah,

& And the king and his men went to Je-ru‘sa-lem unto
the Jeb'u-sites, the fnhabitants of the lanc which spake
unto Da’vid, saying, Except thou take away the blind
and the lame, thou shalt not come in hither: thinking,
Da’vid eannot come in hither,

7 Nevertheless, Da’vid took the stronghold of Zi'on:
the same is the city of Da’vid.

8 And Da’vid said on that day, Whosoever getteth up
to the gutter, and smiteth the Jeb’u-sites, and the lame
and the blind, that aré hated of Da’vid's soul, ke shall be
chier and captain, Wherefore they said, The blind and
the lame shall not come into the house.

9 So Da’vid dwelt in the fort, and called it the ity of
pavid. And Da’vid bullt round about from Millo and
inward.

10 And Da’vid went on, and grew great, and the LORD
God of hosts was with him.

11 And Hi’ram king of Tyresent messengers to Da’vid,
and cedar trees, and carpenters, and masons: and they
built Da’vid a house.

12 And Da’vid perceived that the Lorp had estab-
lished him King over 1s'ra-el, and that he had exalted his
kingdom for his people I1s'ra-el’s sake.

NITED UNDER DAVID. [Oct. 6,
Revised Version,
1 Then came all the tribes of Is‘ra-el 0 Da’vid unto
He'bron, and spake, saying, Behold, we are thy bone
2 and thy flesh, In times past, when Saul was king
over us, it was thou that Jeddest out and broughtest
in Is'ra-el : and the Lor.p said to thee, Thou shalt feed
my people 1s'ra-el, and thou shalt be prince over Iy~
3 rael. 8o all the elders of 18'ra-el came to the King to
He'bron: and king Da’vid made a covenant with
them in He'bron before the Lorp: and they an-
ointed Da’vid king over 1s'ra-el.
4 Da'vid was thirty years old when he began to reign,
5 and he reigned forty years. In He'bron he reigned
over Ju'dah seven years and #ix months : and in Je-
ru’sa-lem he reigned thirty and three years over all
6 Is'ta-el and Ju'dah. And the king and his men went
to Je-ru'sa-lem against the Jeb’u-sites, the inhabi-
tants of the land: which spake unto Da’y id, saying,
Except thou take away the blind and the lame, thou
shalt not come in hither: thinking, HJa’vid cannot
7 come in hither, Nevertheless Da’vid wok the strong-
8 hold of Zi'on; the same Is the city of Da’vid. And
Da’vid said on that day, W swsoever smiteth the Jeb'v
sites, let him getup to the water-<course, and smite the
Jame and the blind, that are hated of Da’vid's soul.
Wherefore they say, There are the blind and the
9 lame ; he cannot come into the house. And Da'vid
dwelt in the stronghold, and called it the city of
pa’'vid. And Da’vid built round about from Mil'lo
10 and inward. And Da'vid waxed greater and greater :
for the LORD, the God of hosts, was with him.
11 And Hi'ram king of Tyre sent messengers to Da'-
vid and cedar trees, and carpenters, and masons :
12 and they built Da’vid an house. And Da’vid per-
cefved that the LORD had established him king over
1s'ra-el, and that he had exalted his kingdom for 1 &
people Is'ra-el's sake.

EXPOSITORY NOTES.
BY REV. MILTON 8. TERRY¢ D.D., GARRETT BIBLICAL INSTITCTE.

Introductory. —The last quarter’s lessons carried us
over the principal events in the history of S8amuel and
Saul ; the present covers the history of David and Solo-
mon. David has already been fntroduced to us in the
foregoing lessons as chosen by the Lord, anointed by
samuel, skillful in music, mighty in battle, but the

object of Saul's bitter jealousy and persecution. After \

the death of Saul and Jonathan David lamented their
fall in the beautiful elegy which is recorded in 2 Sam.
1. 10-27. Soon after, he was directed of the Lord to go
and establish himself at Hebron, the ancient city
of the patriarchs. There the elders of the tribe of Judah
came and had him anointed as king over them. But
Abner, Saul's general, who sur {ved the battle of Gilboa,
sought to perpetuate the house of his master, and had
Ishbosheth, one of Saul's sons, made king over the

| and Abner were all dead, and the old enemies of Tsrael
| threatened to invade and oppress the land, there would
| be a strong popular feeling in favor of selecting another
| King. It was but a repetition of the former clamor for
| one to fight their battles and defend the land. Comp.
| 18am. 8. 20: 11, 12, There was manifestly no person
in the nation so well qualified to meet the emergency
and lead the armies of the united nation as the son of
Jesse. He had already becoe the chief of the powerful
tribe of Judah, the fame of his warlike deeds was known
{n all the land, and the word of prophecy had pointed to
him as the one destined to become the leader of all
Israel.

Verse 1, Came all the tribes. As represented by
their elders and chief military men. Comp. ver. 3.
80 we read in 1 8am. 8, 4 that “all the elders of Israel

northern and eastern tribes. In ¢ e of these
facts there was a long struggle between the two rival
Kkings, but at last both Abner and Ishbosheth were as-
sassinated. These events occasioned great alarm and
trouble among the Israelites, and several years probably
passed before all the tribes became sufficiently united to
accept David as their king. Such revolutions in dynas-
ties or in royal lines do not occur without peculiar difi-
culties, and it takes time to heal the severe wounds they
occasion, But when Saul and Jobathan and Ishbosheth

4 themselves together ' unto Ramah to ask for &
king. They represented the whole people, and, in the
popular language, what they did was the act of the
whole nation. Hebron. One of the oldest cities of
Canaan, situated in the southern section of the country,
some twenty miles to the south of Jerusalem, Here was
the cave of Machpelah, which Abraham purchased for &
tomb, and which is to-day covered with a mosque and
most carefully guarded. David may have felt a pardon-
able pride in reigning seven years in a city so sacred in
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the history of his nation. Thy bone and thy flesh.
They y their affinity as
weing descendants of the great patriarchs whose bones
ceposed in Hebron,

2. When Saul was king. A respectful allusion to
the memory of the late monarch, Leddest out and
broughtest in Israel. Comp. 1 Sam. 18,5; 18,27, As
captain in Saul's army be had probably wrought many
celebrated feats of military prowess, aside from the kill-
ing of Goliath, ‘The Lord said....thou shait feed.
‘We do not find a record of this prophecy elsewhere, but
1t is evident from this verse and chap. 3. 9, 18, and
1 Sam. 25. 30, and otLer similar futimations that the word
of divine prophecy to this effect had gone forth in Israel,
and was familiar to the people. Feed....be acaptain,
Two images, suggestive of what a great and good king
ought to be : ashepherd of the people and a commander of
their hosts. Three excellent reasons are thus given for
David's election: 1) kinship, 2) military ability, 3) the
‘word of prophecy.

3. All the elders. Comp. “‘all the tribes,” ver. 1.
Made a league, Literally, ** cut a covenaat : " he en-
tered into a solemn compact with the general assembly,
the representatives of allthe tribes. It %3 said in 1 Sam.
10. 25, that Samuel wrote down * the manner of the
kingdom,"” from which we infer that the king was ex-
pected to be governed by certain principles and laws.
Hence the government was a constitutional rather than
an absolute monarchy. The revolt of the ten tribes
was occasioned by a refusal of Rehoboam to make con-
cession to certain demands of the people. 1 Kings 12. 3.
Hence we may suppose that the league which David
made with with the elders of Israel stipulated certain
rights and powers for both parties, Before the Lord.
As if conscious that they were in the immediate pres-
ence of Jehovah. They anointed David. And so
David received three anointings: first by Samuel in the
midst of his brethren at Bethlehem (1 Sam. 16. 13),
second by the men of Judah at Hebron (chap. 2. 4), and
now by the elders of all Israel.

4. Thirty years old. The prime of mature man-
hood. At this age the priests were set apart for their
sacred duties. Num. 4. 3. The next verse shows that
he was over thirty-seven years of age when he became
king of all Israel.

6. Went to Jerusalem. This stronghold, in the
very center of the country, and subsequently so (Il!louu

him and his men to greater energy and heroism. The
city of David. His celebrated conquest, and his forti-
fication of the place, and making it the capital of the
kingdom, would naturally have given it this name.

8. David sald. The language of this verse, like that
of verse 6 above, has been variously explained. We
may borrow & sentence from the parallel passage in
1 Chron, 11, 6, and translate as follows: “* Every one
who smites a Jebusite, and hurls him {nto the depth be-
low, even the lame and the blind, who hate the soul of
David, shall become head and chief.” Thus explained,
the words are evidently an inspiring cry of David to
his men as they began the assault, and were a promise
of the highest military Fonor to the victors. If we do
not supply this reading from Chronicles, we may best
explain the words as a broken exclamation, a fragment
from the songs the event, like
such fragments as appear in Num. 21. 17, 27.  This gave
rise, like so many memorable events (comp. 1 Sam. 10,
12; 19, 24), to & national proverb, namely, the blind and
the lame shall not come into the house. The taunt-
ing words of the made the exp ** blind
and lame ™ a hateful phrase, suggestive of bitter hos-
tility and reproach, so that it came to be a kind of
idiom applicable to any person or thing which was hate-
ful to the soul. It was equivalent to saying, ** Have no
fellowship with those who by word or deed make them-
selves & reproach to Israel, and hateful to a righteous
soul.” Comp. 2 John, vers, 10 and 21,

9. David dwelt in the fort. He at once took pos-
session of the famous stronghold, pitched his camp
there, and proceeded at once to fortify the place more
strongly than ever, Hence Jerusalem came to be com-
monly spoken of as the city of David. See above on
verse 7. Millo. This was a well-known rampart of
the ancient city, and was at a later perfod builded up
and strengthened by Solomon, and also by Hezekiah.
1 Kings 9. 15, 24; 11.27; 2 Chron. 32. 5. The name,
which means **a fllling,"’ may have arisen from the
filling up of the mountain or rampart with earth and
stones, It was probably on the northern side of Zion,
where the natural defenses were less strong than on the
other sides, for here he would have been likely to have
built round about... and Inward, that is, bulit a
wall, and filled up the interior space.

10. Went on, and grew great, His capture of Zion
put his military skill and prowess. beyond all question,
and his career for & long time was one of in-

in history, had been hitherto held by the J
one of the Canaanitish tribes which were inhabitants
of the land in the time of Joshua, and succeeded in
holding their citadel in spite of all the conquests of that
period. Josh. 16. 63. A part of the city had been
burned in the time of the Judges (Judg. 1. 8), but the
fortress, occupying an impregnable position on the
heights overhanging the deep valley of Hinnom, had
until now remained in possession of the ancient inhab-
itants of the land. See Judg. 1. 21. Spake unto
David. The words that follow, attributed to the Jebu-
sites, are very difficult to explain. The brevity of the
passage makes it the more obscure. Instead of the
common version, it s better to translate thus: ** Thou
shalt not come hither, but the blind and the lame turn
thee away, saying, David shall not come hither.”” The
words are thus seen to be a contemptuous boast of the
Jebusites, who treated David's assault with derision,
and said that blind and lame soldiers would suffice to

creasing prosperity and fame, '

11. Hiram, king of T'yre. This distinguished mon-
arch seems to have been attracted to David by the fame
of his conquests and a peculiar interest in the Israelitish
people. His capital city, Tyre, was on the northern
sea-coast, and is called by Isalah “‘the crowning city,
whose merchants are princes, whose traffickers are the
honorable of the earth.” Three chapters of Ezekiel
(26-28) furnish a very full description of the power and
splendor of this ancient Phenician center of art and

Sent Sent them as an em-
bassy, with power to form an alliance with the rising
kingdom of Israel. The distance from Tyre to Jerusa-
tem by land is not far from one hundred miles. The Phe-
niclan and Hebrew languages were closely akin to
each other. Tyre needed the produce of the Israelitish
territory, and had every reason, politically, to desire
friendly relations with David. Cedar trees. The Leb-
anon ins in Hiram's domain were famous for

turn away his forces. They had such in
their impregnable fortifications that they felt themselves
10 be unconquerable,

7. David took the stronghold of Zion. Inspite of all
the boasts < f its defenders. Their very boasts inspired

cedars, a timber most highly prized for building pur-
poses. The lumber was brought by the sea to Joppa and
thence cofiveyed overland to Jerusalem. 2. Chron, 2. 16,
Carpenters and masons. Hebrew, * Workers of wood
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and workers of stone for walls.” Solomon also calied
in the help of Phenician architects and workinen
for his buildings. 1 Kings 5. 6; 7. 14 They built David
» house. He called it in chap. 7. 2, a ** house of cedar.”
This verse Is evidently the briefest possible outline of
great and interesting events of David's reign, the details
of which are passed over in silence.

12. David perceived. Divine revelations may be
given in and through the experiences of an eventful
life. Muny are the providences in which the devout man
clearly recognizes the hand of God. David could not
100k back on his early training, his anointing by Samuel,
his signal deliverances from Saul, his numerous victoriess
and finally his conquest of Zion and negotiations with
the king of Tyre, and fall to see that Jehovah had
established him king over Israel, and that he had
exalted his kingdem for his people Israel's sake.
The divine favor was evidently upon him and the king-
dom and the people to whom he had become the leader.

In connection with this lesson it is fitting :

1. To study the exaltation and power of David as a re-
markable character in history.

2, To recognize the hand of God in the removal of
kings and in the setting up of kings.

3. To observe that all righteous governments show
deference to the consent and cholce of the governed.

4. To remember how the wise location of the seat of
goverament tends to ennoble and consolidate a nation
or pecple.

5. To notice how enterprising movements at home and
prudent foreign relations build up & kingdom.

6. To appreciate the beauty of deep and intelligent
plety in the ruler of a great nation.

An English Teacher's Notes on the
Liessons. .
BY SARAH GERALDINA STOCK.

AN iron church which was wanted in West Africa was
ordered from England and duly shipped for its destina-
tion at Liverpool. It was, of course, sent in different
pleces to be put together after it arrived, according to
the plan of the designer. Until this was done it could
not serve the purpose for which it was inteuded. Now
imagine that, on its arrival, the purchasers had attempted
to put it together after their own fancy, without regard
to the plas of the maker, what utter confusion would
have followed. The different parts, put in the wrong
places, would not have fitted one into the other. There
would have been no beauty, no harmony, no coherence,
and the structure would have fafled to answer to its
design.

Not was the ¢ 4ich ex-
isted in the land of Israel during the first seven years
that succeeded the death of Saul. There was one king
reigning over the tribe of Judah at Hebron, and another
over the remaining tribes at Mahanaim. Comp. 2 Sam.
2.9, 20, There was constant warfare between the fol-
Jowers of the one and the other, and the period was
marked by d hed, and y. Asa
divided nation Israel could offer no bold front to their
enemies around, and were powerless to attain the posi-
tion God had intended them to occupy.

‘What was the reason of this? God had a plan for Is-
rael, but they had not followed it. It was nosecret that
David was the divinely chosen head of the nation; but
the greater number had chosen their own way and
placed Ishbosbeth on the throne. We read to-day how
the failure was sef right; how Israel at length adopted
the plan desigued for them by Jehovah, and took as their
sovereign lord the man whom be had chosen. And in

this story we see a type of what takes place in the human
heart when its willfulness is given up, and Christ, the di-
vine Lord and Saviour is at length enthroned as king.

Notice first the acknowledgment which accompanies
the recognition of the rightful king. 1t is threefold :

1. ** We are thy bone and thy flesh.” They had treated
David before asan alien with whom they had nothing to
do. Now at length they remember that he is their kins-
man, their brother. And they put the fact forward as
thelr claim upon him.

2, * Also in time past, whea S8aul was king over us,
thou wast he that leddest out and broughtest in Israel.”
They at length call to mind what he had done for them
even while they were yet subject to another—the victory
over Gollath—and the subsequent occasions on which he
had overcome their enemies.

3. ** The Lord said unto thee, Thou shalt feed my peo-
ple Israel, and thou shalt be a captain over Israel.”
The recognition seems a tardy one, Had they only acted
on it before they would have escaped those seven troub-
lous years, But David does not reprove them for it. He
is ready to take his place as monarch of all Israel, not
for his own sake, but for the people’s. See ver. 12,

Christ is our near Kinsman. Some hearts partially
recognize this truth without going any further. But he
not only took on him our nature, and was *'in ail things
made like unto his brethren,” he took up our cause as
Jost sinners, and won the victory over Satan and death
and hell for us. And he must be acknowledged as sole
and allsufMcient Redeemer. The soul that recogni~es
him truly as such will not stop there, but will receive him
as divinely ordained Lord and King.

Notice, dly, the es which f d the
recognition of the rightful king. 1haveonly spacetojo-
dicate these very shortly :

1. There was peace. No more sad and weakening
warfare between the tribes of Israel. No more unrest
and unsettiement, for all ** were of one heart to make
David king.” 1 Chron. 12, 38,

2. There was victory. The first event of the undivided
relgn was the t of the ** 1d of Zion,"
which until then had remained in the hands of e Jeb-
usites, & heathen fortress in the heart of God's own land.
Deut. 32. 43 ; 2 Chron. 7. 20.

3. There was increased prosperity. The city of Jeru=
salem was enlarged and fortified to be the capital of the
country, and the kingdom flourished and grew great,
not only as to its internal condition, but in the eyes of
the nations around.

There is no rest, no victory, no sure and lasting in-
crease in any life until the design of God has been car-
ried out and the Lord Jesus, the Son of God, is enthroned
{n the heart as supreme and only Potentate.

Cambridge Notes.
BY REV. JAMES HOPE MOULTON, M.A.
| These notes are based on the Revised Version.]

After Saul's death the brave and capable Abner had
to & certaln extent reclaimed from the Philistines
the country called ‘' Israel,” as distinguished from
Judah, and so after five years of fighting had estab-
lished Saul's fourth son, ths feeble Ishbosheth, as king
over the Ten Tribes, Ish-baal was his real name, but
when “baal™ (lord) was identified with idolatry
* bosheth * (shame) was substituted. He reigned about.
two years, and then David united the whole country
under his rule. It is important to remember that what
we are-accustomed to regard as the disruption was only
the resolution of element which had never very
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thoroughly combined. The line of cleavage between !
Judah and Israel began to show itself in the anarchy of
the judges® period, when the powerful tribes of Ephraim
and Judah were constantly fighting for the leadership.
The common danger from without united them under
strong rulers like Saul, David, and Solomon, but in
every civil disturbance north and south took differeut
sides, and as soon as ever the foolish and headstrong
Rehoboam tried to play the despot the artificial union |

came, Thinking.... hither, A possinly interpolated ex
planation. VER. 7. Zion. 1t is much disputed whether
this title describes the temple bill, or another hill also
outside the walls, See 1 Kings 8. 1. VER. 8, The italics of
the Authorized Version are alone enough to set that
reading aside, but no safe substitute* can be found.
Perhaps the Revised Version text admits fewer objec-
tions than other renderings. The copyists are no doubt
responsible for much of the obscurity, but no conjectural

was dissolved, Thus the Jewish ity never
had any stable bond of external unity, any more than
the Christian. And both Old and New Covenant Seript-
ures show us that while it is ind «d **good and pleasant |
for brethren to dwell together in unity,” it is a prospect
which is only ideal in this world, Men will always |
differ, and their differences will be directed for the ad- |
vancement of truth if only they learn 0 be as one in
spirit.

VER. 1. Then. Probably not long after the deaths of
Abner and Ishbosheth, ‘The northern tribes had now no |
Jeader strong enough to protect them against the Phills- ‘
tines, and they came to the man whose gen'us and suc- |
cess had marked him out as designed for rule. 8o did t

{
|

clre to p the divine cholce.
Al the tribes. A catalogue in 1 Chron. 12, 23-40, shows
that this was not & representative but a general assem-
bly. We are. Comp. Gen. 29, 14; Judg. 9. 2. The |
words mark the regrets with which the men of Israel
begin to realize that they have treated as an alien this
hero of Judah.
their heaven-sent king? VER. 2. Ia times past. Liter-
ally, ** yesterday and the day before.” It was then.
David and not Saul had performed the part for which
Saul was especially chosen as king. 1 Sam. 8, 20, Je-
hovah said. That David had been thus designated was
recognized by Saul (1 Sam. 24. 20) and among the peo-
ple. Ibid, 25. 30, Feed. Better * shepherd.” This con-
ception of the functions of a patriarchal ruler, so famil-
far to readers of Homer, has an exquisite appropriate-
ness when applied to David, The title rises to its high-
est possibilities when the inspired representative of that
favored people could realize * Jehovah Is my shepherd,
Ishall not want.” VER. 8. Elders, Represeuting the
pational assembly gathered there. Covenant. A char-
ter defining the rights and duties of the king and the
people. Comp. 1 8am. 10. 25. Before Jehovah. The
true King of Israel, whose vicegerent David was.
Anointed. See 1 Sam. 16, 13, and chap. 2. 4. The
Chronicler's account (12. 23-40) should be studied for a
more detailed picture of the movement. VER. 4. Thirty.
The age at which A man's powers were supposed to be
at their prime, Joseph and gamuel in the Old Testa-
ment, the Baptist, Jesus himself, and probably Paul in
the New Testament, began their life-work about this
age. VER. 6. Previous notices of Jerusalem may be
found in Josh. 15. 63 ; 18, 28, and Judg. 1. &, 21 (not in
Gen. 14. 18), David’s acuteness In fixing upon this site
was abundantly justified by history. The fact that the
aboriginal Jebusites had held the citadel so long illus-
trates its unique military importance, and it is well
pointed out that an admirable solvent was found for the
jealousies between Saul's tribe and David's by the selec-
tion of a capital belonging in a sense to both. Except.
These very ancient quasi-proverbial phrases are ex-
ceedingly obscure, and almost certainly have suf-
fered in transeription. Probably this had happened
before the Chronicler’s time, for he leaves them out, ap-
par as not them. Inthis verse the
general sense is plain. 8o impregnable a fortress could
be defended by those who could not see their assallants
coming and those who could not fight them ‘when they

Was not Judah their brother, and David |

emendations have yet ¢ confl e, and some
are very wild, Water-course. Probal 1y that of a spring
in the temple rock, such as Siloam, Up the gully the
climbers were to go and attack the citadel on its strong-
est side. The vaunting defenders are sarcastically taken
at their ow aluation, And [emite]. The margin is
better, the ¢ of these self-styled ** blind and lame ™

being it ated by an expressive pause and gesture.
They + The usual formula for introducing a prov erb,
Cor am. 19, 24, ete,  The margin rendering seems
1« . the explanation of the ** house ™ asthe temple

(s the LXX. and Vulgate), an interpretation which not
only does not suit the origin of the proverb, but s his-
torically untrue. Comp. especially Matt. 21, 14, Wehave
no choice left but to suppose this a proverb used of ex-
tremely strong fortresses, which were thought, like Jebez,
toneed no garrison of men, The omission of Joab's ex-
ploit (1 Chron, 11. 6) strengthens the impression that the
text is serlously unsound. VER.9. Millo. Apparently
some existing fortress (comp. Judg. 9. 6, 2), (where
“the house of Millo,” describing a simdlar fortress in
Shechem, gives some support to the interpretation of
“house * in ver. 8., 1 [Kings 9. 15, 24; 11 27; 2 Chron,
82, 5. And inward. The Millo being the outermost
fortification. VER. 10, Comp. 1 8am. 3. 19. God of
hosts. See note on 1Sam. 4. 4 (July 14). VER. 11.
Hiram. According to Josephus, Hiram, Solomon's
helper, began to reign only elght years before David's
death. Since the palace was finished before Solomon
was born (chap. 7. 2, 12), the present must have been a
different Hiram, probably grandfather of the above.
The city of Tyre, the yet more powerful offshoot of the
powerful 8idon, was the main channel through which
Shemitic influence flowed toward the West. It was the
Phenician form of the Shemitic alphabet which gave
the Greeks, and ultimately the Romans, the art of writ-
ing, and there were other more equivocal benefits be-
stowed on Greece by thut brilliant civilization. From
Tyre, moreover, came the mighty colony of Carthage,
which so nearly succeeded in crushing Rome. Mutual
needs furthered the close alliance of Tyre and Jerusa-

Jem, cities within one hundred miles of each other, and

d by men ly intelligible lan-
guages. Cedar trees. Probably floated down the rivers
from the forests of Libanus, and then towed on to Joppa.
VER. 12. 8o marked a compliment from the powerful
king of Phenicia showed that David's accession wus
regarded by foreign potentates as implying the eleva-
tion of Israel to the rank of a *‘great power.” And
such an encoursgement was for David merely the out-
ward sign of the favor of Jehovah. VER. 13. David
probably did not know the prohibition of Deut. 17. 17,
and the guardians of the ancient documents or traditions
did not enlighten him. He was to have trouble enough
from this concession to the practice of Oriental mon-
archy. The sons whose names follow are in Chronicles
all assigned to David's* wives," the sons of the inferior
wives not being reckoned. Most of these women were
merely an ornamental appendage of state, like the ma-~
jority of 8olomon's enormous harem. VER. 14, Of those
born in Hebron (28am. 3. 2-5; 1 Chron. 8. 1-3), three at-
tained unenviable fame, and three (Daniel, Shephatiah,

T

o5




296

SUNDAY-SCHOOL BANNER.

[Oct. 6.

and Ithream) remained in the obscurity which also en-
veloped the whole of the second series, except Solomon
and Nathan. The first four here were sons of Bath-
sheba (Bathshua in Chron.), and from the order Solo-
mon seems the youngest. Shammua was possibly the
infant who died (chap. 12. 18). From Nathan started
“the natural descent of Juseph, the legal father of Jesus,
which took up the legal heirship when Solomon's line
failed. See Luke's genealogy. VER. 15. Two more
nonentities in both the lists of the chronicler are per-
haps merely marginal variants for Nepheg and Eliphalet.
It is striking to see how the sons of David’s troubled age
bear suggestive names: *‘God is salvation;" * God
hears;" * God knows ;" ** God is deliverance ; "’ which
reiterate for him the consolation so much needed.

The Lieason Council.

Question 1. What were the traits of David as a
king?

David was unquestionably the greatest of the kings of
Israel and the real founder of the monarchy. He found
twelve separate tribes, subject to the Philistines and al-
most without national spirit: he left an empire extend-
ing from the Egyptian boundary to the river Euphrates.
He established the Church on a settled foundation : he
gave to the people a literature, and he organized the
government. His most prominent traits were : 1. Broad
statesmanship. 2. Able generalship. 3. Love of the
people, which made and kept him the popular idol.
4. A spirit of leadership, which made men ready to fol-
Jow him. 5. A religious spirit, giving his fellowship with
God and deep spiritual insight. David was at once the
rare combination of a warrior, a statesman, a popular
leader, a poet, and a saint.—J. L. Hurlbut.

Sincere affection for his people, patriotic ambition, and
a strong sense of justice, which showed itself in punish-
ing wrong, butoftener in rewarding service and requit-
ing kindness—these were some of David's characteristics
as a king. No king was ever farther removed from the
tyrant. King John signed Magna Charta at Runny-
mede, because forced to do so: but David's league with
Israel, executed at Hebron twenty-two hundred years
earlier, seems to have been prepared by himself. Above
all else, David in his kingly capacity was deeply loyal to
the Lord, whose anointed he always remembered himself
to be.—Rev. J. E. Adams, Morrvistown, N. J.

One cannot well distinguish David's traits as king
from his traits as candidate for the crown. From our
earliest glimpse of him until he sank in feebleness on the
bed of death we see: 1. A vivid sense of God's pres-
ence. The Lord was his chief counselor, consulted first
in every emergency. 2. Personal prowess, quite chiv-
alrous In its character. Duvid's adventures with Jona-
than, Abigail, Saul in the cave, etc., resemble the adven-
tures of some peerless medigeval knight far more than
the doings of an Eastern despot. 3. Promptitude in all
his moyements. Napoleon could hardly have outPone
him in celerity. 4. A patience that was sublime and has
heen rarely matched in ancient or modern history. One
example of many is his quiet waiting for the disintegra-
tion of the northern kingdom. He was himself ‘*the
Lord's anointed,” and he well knew all the political and
mtlitary advantages arising from this fact. After Saul's

death he could have swept every thing before him ; but |
el

he never made an y stroke. 5. H
fection. He loved tremendously. 6. The heart and
fancy of a poet. He led his troops in a charge one day,
and wrote a hymn the next; and, so far as we can date
the psalms, those of his advanced age are as sweet and
fresh as those of his youth. 7. The cool head and steady

nerve of a statesman. His purpose was of steel. His
directions to his son and successor, concerning the lives
of men who had threatened the harmony of the king-
dom, might bave been given by a Richelien or a
Mazarin. 8, This rich and varied nature was keyed to
one note—loyalty to God. This loyalty was so intense
that his cause and God's cause became identical, and he
could not readily the Lord"

and his own. This splendid trait goes far in explaining
the deprecatory psalms; and, in spite of all his sius and
blunders, must impress every impartial reader as the
leading characteristic of King David.—Robert R.
Doherty.

Liesson Word-FPictures.
BY REV. E. A. RAND.

WHO are these flocking to Hebron from every direc-
tion? Why, they come from Dan to Beersheba, from
every tribe, from all the families! What does it mean?
They have been holding up the hands of Saul, but those
are dead hands, and David is at Hebron, alive, brave,
strong. They are thronging through Hebron's gates
now, all seeking David and ready to crown him. How
crowded is the little town ! How good to hear the shouts
for David! How pleasant to catch the echoes of one de-
sire and feel the touch of one impulse ! One people un-
der one king rejoicing, loving, serving. Happy the land
that now lies under the Hebrew's sun. Happiness in
union! Strength also, victory. For look toward the
stronghold of the Jebusites! Who first saw it in its
loneliness and yet majesty, that rocky throne without an
occupant, Jerusalem, the great ravines sinking deep on
either side, and then the craggy walls proudly sloping
up from those depths? The throne has an occupant at
last, and the Jebusites are there to-day. How proud they
are of the wall of rock, lofty tower, and stubborn gate !
The grim old warriors walk deflant around its battle-
ments. Who, though, are those prowling on the oppo-
site side of the valleys and gazing down from that mount
on the east, or spying out secretly the strength of the
gates and creeping in the shadow of the very walls?
Spies, spies ! Some of that vast horde swarming across
the Jordan generations ago, and spreading out through
Canaan’s happy vales. Yes, and there has been a great
union-movement among them, a rallying about one they
call David, that same ambitious shepherd whosmote and
slew Goliath, He cannot, though, te¥e Jerusalem,

‘‘Ha-ha! Let David comeon! Here lsa Goiiath too
strong for him,” we hear the Jebusites sneeringly ery.
How bitterly they defy him from their walls! How they
laugh at his presumption when this shepherd-king
invites them to a surrender! And then they throw at
him that taunt about ** the lame and the blind!™ The
crazy Hebrew !

But one day he comes, this crazy Hebrew ! And he
has made an offer to the successful invader of all his
host.  Who will win the prize?” Who will be the fore-
most in the capture! Ha-ha! How Zion's walls look
down and seem to laugh at this insane assault! But
there they go, up, up, and Joab is ahead! The Jebu-
sites rain down arrows, roll over the battlements huge
crashing stones, shoot their javelins, thrust with their
spears, but still the black column of assault moves on.
Up, up, Joab! The God of hosts is with united, pray-
ing, trustiug Israel. That arrow-storm rages. Stone
| and spear and javelin are projected from those battle-
' ments. Up, Israel! Mount higher, Joab! * The lame

and the blind ! " Where are they ? On the walls—trying

to defend—or, as assailants, the cripple healed and the
| blind cured, are they coming with terrible vision aund ir-
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resistible fury up these proud walls? And there goes l
Joab, the foremost, smiting to right and left! The

stronghold is entered, and over the wall pours the host

you print it in large letters. Show that it is because the
States, for which the stars stand, are united, that they
are all together on the flag. Teach that ours is a strong,

that, smiting Philistine and Moabite, now strikes down ’ powerful nation because it is united. Now the tribes
the Jebusite. Happy Judah and happy Israel, one people | of Israel came together under David. Was this right?
under David and under God, every-where vietorious ! | Yes, for God had chosen David to be king.

And lift up your eyes! What mean in the dawning
days of peace the great timber-rafts floating down the

coast? It is Lebanon coming to Jerusalem. Hiram's |

carpenters are smiting with their hammers. Hiram's |
masons are laying the proud courses of stone. Rise,
walls of the House of David! Exalted be the throne of |
a united, victorious, prosperous people ! Shout, ** Jeho-
vab is King! David is his servant!" Happy, united

Two kingdomsnow. Teach
that Satan wants to rule this
world, He wants to rule in
every child's heart. God has
chosen another king—Jesus—
for us. It we only half choose
Jesus for our king, then our
kingdom will be divided, and

land! we shall be weak. We must
not serve Satan some and
Jesus some. We must put the crown on king Jesus,
and take him for our one Lord. Then we shall have
peace and triumph.
_\_ The king on his throne. Tell how David took Jeru-
salem. When all within us is willing to unite on Jesus
\ L O as king, then we can conquer any stronghold of Satan.
\ “OVE

Who {8 the great Peace maker? Jeus, Ask him, and
\ (’OUN 0 in our hearts.
\ TRY

Blackboard.
BY J. B. PHIPPS, ESQ.

F he will cast out all enemies, and make his kingdom one

|N 'THISY UNI

Berean Methods.
The Teachers’ Meeting.

Sketch a map of Hebron and surroundings, showing
the geographical relations of each tribe to Hebron and
to Jebus—henceforth to be known as Zion and Jerusa-
lem ...Bring out facts concerning the weak kingdom

?RYE FoympATION. - o

7 T |
which had reeled along since Saul's death. ... Who was
king ? chief general and counselor ? fate of each?...

—
love FOR GOV,
Explain relations of Jebusites and other aborigines to

This lesson illustrates true patriotism: the love of | gyrrounding Israelites. ...Show relation of facts given
country founded on and united to love for the Ruler of | i, vers, 9-12 to David’s increasing greatness—the build-
the universe. The true prosperity of the country de- | ing of fortifications ; the erection of a royal palace ; rec-
pends on the obedience of the people to God's com- | ognition by neighboring nations. ... David's perception
mands. Read verses 10 and 12 of the lesson. The | tpat God had wrought these wonders.
unity of the tribes would not have so wonderfully de-

0 ™
N\There 15 STRENC

veloped the kingdom if it had not been that **the Lord | References. FREEMAN'S HAND-BOOKR. Vers. 6-8:
God of hosts ™" was witi: David. ““The blind and the lame,” 250....F08 'S CYCLOPE-

DIA. Prose, 499, 501, 504, 834, 837, 839, 2102, 2798-2800,
Primary and Intermediante. 2192, 9347, 5867, 5868, HETO-5872, 5879, 12118, 12119, 11313,
7270, 7275, Poetry, 1267, 1835,

BY MARTHA VAN MARTER.
LESSON THOUGHT. Blessed are the peacemakers. . o " AN
REVIEW. Very briefly call back the Jeading events ANALYTICAL AND BIBLICAL OUTLINE.
of last quarter's lessons, dwelling especially upon David the King.
the fact that Saul's death left Israel without a King. | [, A MaN oF THE PEOPLE.
Make a crown as you ask who is the right one to take a ”
Xing's place when be dies. Some child will probably ne :;”[:m:'f"ff‘:m'gg‘fg‘ﬂ'}'l‘;‘:‘;‘. 108,
say ** his son.” This will be the place to tell something “ Ope from among thy brethren.” Deut, 17. 15.
about Ish-bosheth, one of Saul’s sons who was still V- | 1 A Kine BY NATURE.
ing, and also to recall the fact that God had chosen Thnu wast he that leddest. v. 2
David to rule in Saul's place. o8 Phie
The two kingdoms. Make a second crown by the u?f::‘lin Ovsa l“ ;s:)r:::‘::r "l lss:m";’)mi 18.
sideot the first. Tell that after Saul's death the nation | 0 o' or & P " . 55, 4.
was divided. One part was called ** Judah™ (print), A 166 BY FROMIER,
the other *Israel.” David was made king of Judah, T'"f’“ shalt feed my people. v.“2.
and Ish-bosheth ruled over Israel. This lasted seven S lhave provided me "'““"“' ' 18am. 16.1.
yearsand a half. Then Ish-bosheth was killed, and all He chose David also.” Psa. 78. 70.
the tribes united under David. Make one large crown IV. A ConsmirurioNat Kixo.
to cover the two small ones. Print in the points of this David made a league. V. 3. n .
large crown the letters composing David's name. *Thou lovest righteousness.” P?‘a. 5.7
See if children can tell why it was better to have one “ With my holy ofl. .. .anointed. Psa. 80, 2.
strong kingdom than two weak ones. Show small V. A Conquerive KiNo.
American flag. Ask what the stars stand for. Why Took the stronghold of Zion. v. 7.
are they all together on the flag? Ask name of our *get my king. ...hill of Zion,” Psa. 2. 6.
country. Get children to spell ** United States " while * Make the horn of David to bud.” Psa. 132. 17, 18,
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V1. A Beuevive Kive. |
Perceived that the Lord. v. 12

**Who am I, O Lord.” 2 S8am. 7. 18,

*The Lord is my rock.” 2 Sam. 22,

THOUGHTS FOR YOUNG PEOPLE,
Waiting for God's Providence,

1. God's plans, not ours, will eventually suceeed.
It was not David's genius or his prowess that made him
king, but God's will. Human skill and human blun-
ders are often credited with results that are really
the outcome of the counsels of the Almighty. The
powers that be are ordained of God. He often does
things that by our limited understanding are hard to
explain, but though ** his ways are past finding out,"
they are right, absolutely right, every time, and be
sure God's plans, not ours, will eventually succeed.

2. The really successful man 18 in harmony with
God. Napoleon and Alva, and many another leader in
politics and war and business enterprise, secures by the
force of his strong qualities a temporary success ; but
even all such successes are permitted by God, and the real
and genuine success, that which lasts through all time
and into eternity, can only be secured by harmony with
God. So, young man, young woman, if you would be
successful in secular matters, make it the habit of your |
life to refer every thing to God for his counsel. Use!
your best judgment, but depend on his direction.

3. Hewhois in harmony with God can afford to
wait, The mills of God grind slowly, but they grind
exceeding small, and if one has faith in the steady
working of Divine plans, he will not overthrow his own
plans by hasty or precipitate action. One of the wisest
and most successful men this world has ever seen gave
it as his judgment that nine tenths of all the blunders
and failures that were made were due to **leaping too
soon,” **to plucking the pear before it is ripe,” in the

h logy of Napol te, to that impatient
desire to reap the fruits before the harvest has come,
that is natural to us. But he who knows that God is for
him can afford to have patience.

4. God's blessing ** maketh rich, and addeth no sor-
row.” 1f a bad man be successful he has the weight of
his guilt to carry around with him, to darken every
hour of joy, and discount every dollar. No man can
secure that happiness which we all seek except first of |
all he seeks goodness. He who seeks first the kingdom
of God and his righteousness will get all the other
things; for **godliness is profitable unto all things,
having promise of the life that now is, and that which
is to come,”

HOME READINGS,

M. The tribes united under David. _2sam. 5. 1-12.
7w, King over Judah. 2 Sam. 2. 1-7,

W. Submission of Istael. 5
Th. David’s army at Hebron.
F. Prosperity promised. Lev. 26, 3-13,
S. Chosen of God. Psa, 78, 65-72,

8. A psalm of victory., Psa, 21.1-7,

GOLDEN TEXT.
Behold how good and how pleasant it iv for
brethren to dwell together in unity. Psa, 133, 1.
TIME.—1048 B. C.
PLACES.—Hebron, Jerusalem,
DOCTRINAL SUGGESTION.—God's care.

LESSON HYMNS,
No. 148, Dominion Hymnal.

Come, ye that love the Lord,
And let your joys be known.

No, £34, Dominion Hymna..
Happy the home when God is there,
And love fills every breast.

No. 183, Dominion Hymnal.
What a Friend we have in Jesus,
All our sins and griefs to bear!

In the secret of his presence.
Blessed assurance.

The solid Rock.

Marching to Zion.

Blest be the tie.

Glory be to God above.

The saints’ home,

Shall we gather.

‘We shall meet.

What a meeting.

QUESTIONS FOR SENIOR STUDENTS,
1. David in Hebron,
How general was the call which brought David to the

rone ¢
What prophecy was thereby fulfilled? 1 Sam. 16, 1.
In what sense was the claim of kinship in ver. 1 true?
By what act was the relation between king and people
consumm. ?

What does ver. 2 show in régard to the common ex-
pectation of the peogLec?

Which party had been right in the civil war between
David and the house of Saul ?
‘Was David a usurper? Give the reason for your an-

swer?
How long did David reignin Hebron ?
2. David in Jerusalem.
How lon;m‘ud he reign in Jerusalem ?
Why did not remain at Hebron with that for his

caal}:l ?
y did he not make Gibeah his capital ?
‘When is Jerusalem first mentioned 7  As Salem, Gen.
14, 18; Josh, 10,

Who first conquered it? Judg. 1. 8.

Did they hold it, or did those to whom it was allotted
hold it? Judg. 1. 21.

‘What P‘."‘ of the city was held and consid.red im-

p ble
’zlo;v did David perpetuate the memory of his capture

t
‘What means did he take to render his power secure ?
‘What evidences of the growing importance of the na~
tion can you find besides this moving of the capital ?

Practical Teachings,

Discipline fits men for true greatness.

David's years of hardship as an outlaw and exile were
his best equipment for administration of trust.

The promises of God are always kept. When S8amuel
anointed David the promise was made, and no Sauls or
Abners could prevent its fulfiliment.

Patience is one of life's it lessons. ** While with
pl.lu‘gnee we stand waiting, with exactness grinds he:
all,

Make no haste : God does not hurry like man.

““David perceived that the Lord had established him
king.” Happy man, that sees that his ros‘ferlly comes
not from his own power, but from God’s aid.

Hints for Home Study.

1. Learn from <ome source all you can about the Phe-
nicians: how early in history you can find record of
them; what they were skilled in; how they figure
among the nations, ete.

2, Study carefully the history of Jerusalem, and how
it had figured in previous history. Also study about
Hebron. .

3. What had occupied David during the seven and a
half years at Hebron ?

. Learn what you can of the fortificatious David built
in south-western Jerusalem. ’

th

5. Study from commentaries the meaning of ver. 6.
t!.l ‘(‘;llvemree reasons why David made Jerusalem his:
capital.
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QUESTIONS FOR INTERMEDIATE SCHOLARS,
1. David in Hebron, vs, 1-b.
‘What large gathering occurred at Hebron ?
What claim of Kinship did the people make ?
What service had David rendered in Saul’s day?
What promise had the Lord made to him?
Between whom was & covenant made at Hebron?
What honor there came to David ?
How old was he when he began and when he ended
his reign ?
How long and where did he reign over Judah alone ?
2. David in Jerusalem, vs, 5-12.
How long did David reign over the united tribes ?
Of what long-continued blessedness does the Golden
Text speak ?
What people held possession of Jerusalem ?
How did the Jebusites challenge David ?
By what other names is the place spoken of ?
What promise did David make to his soldiers ?
Who won the reward ? 1 Chron. 11. 6
+ What improvement did David make ¢
Who prospered David in his work ?
What king aided him, and in what way ?
What did David learn about his own prosperity ?
Teachings of the Lesson.
What is there in this lesson that teaches—
1. That God is the true ruler of his pec ple ?
2 That in Christian union there is strength ?
3. That prosperity is God's gift?
Home Work for Young Bereans.
Learn where, when, and by whom David was first
anointed king.
Learn by how many names Jerusalem is known in
Scripture.
Learn to what other ruler, and for what building, the
Kking of Tyre gave assistance.
QUESTIONS FOR YOUNGER SCHOLARS,
Where was David at the time of Saul's death? At
Ziklag.
How did he know that he was to be king ? The Lord
had said so.
Where did David go to live after Saul's death? To
Hebron.
What did the men of Judah do? They made David
their king.

H‘uwgor; did he reign over Judah? Seven years
and a hall.
‘What did all the tribes then do? They came to Da-
vid at Hebron.

Who was made king of all Israel ? David.

Where did David go to live? To Jerusalem,

Vho possession of Jerusalem ? The Jebusites,
What were the Jebusites 7 A heathen people.
What was David's first work ? Todrive them e
Who helped to build a palace for David? Hiram,

king of Tyre.
Where was David's palace built? On Mount Zion,
What was Jerusalem called 7 _The city of David.
Why did David grow great? Because God was with

im.
What did God give tohim? Vietory and strength
and riches,

Words with Little People,

Once David was a poor shepherd boy ; now he was a
great king.

The poorest and weakest child in the world may be-
come one of God’s royal family, and heir to a kingdom
which will last forever.

*With Jesus, my Saviour, I'm the child of a King."

THE LESSON CATECHISM.

1. Who offered David the sovereignty over all the
people? All the tribes of Iurael,

. What reason did they give for their action? He

was their kin, and God's choite

$. What fitting comment on this act does our Golden
Text express? '* Behold how good and how pleas-
ant,” ete.

4, What was David's first important political act?
He moved the capital to Jerusalem.

5. To what did David attribute his powe~ and pros-
perity? Te God's presence and favor.

CATECHISM QUESTION.
Q&J? what manner then ought you to think and speak

2

1 ought to think of God with fear and love, and speak
of him with reverence and praise.

Jeremiah x. 7; Psalm v, 7; Matthew xxii. 87; Psalm

civ, 1; Psalm exlvi. 2; Psalmciii1; 1 Peter i, 17.

B. C.1042.)
Authorized Version,
2 Sam. 6. 1-12. [Commit lo memory verses 11,12, ]

1 Again, Da’vid gathered together
all the chosen men of Is/ra-el, thirty

thousand.

2 And Da’vid arose, and went with
all the people that were with him
from Ba’a-le of Ju’dab, to bring up
from thence the ark of God, whose
name i8 called by the name of the
LORD of hosts, that dwelleth be-
tween the cherubim.

3 And they set the ark of God upon a new cart, and
brought it out of the house of A-bin’a~dab that wae in
Giteah : and Uz’zah and A-hi‘o, the sons of A-bin’-
a-dab, drave the new cart.

4 And they brought it out of the house of A-bin‘a-dab
which was at Giv’e-ah, accompanying the ark of God:
and A-hi’o went before the ark.

5 And Da’vid and all the house of Is'ra-el played be-
fore the LORD on all manner of instruments made of
fir wood, even on harps, and on psaiteries, and on tim-
brels, and on cornets, and on cymbals.

6 And when they came to Na‘chon’s threshing-
Uz'zah ?ut forth his kand to the ark of God, and
hold of it; for the oxen shook if.

7 And the anger of the LORD was kindled against
Uz'zah, and smote him there for his error; and
there he died by the ark of God.

8 And Da’vid was displeased, because the LORD had
made a breach upon Uz’zah: and he called the name of
the place Pe’rez-uz’zah to this day.

9 And Da’vid was afraid of the LORD that day, and
said, How shall the ark of the LORD come to me’?

10 S0 Da’vid would not remove the ark of the LORD

loor,
took

LESSON II. THE ARK BROUGHT TO ZION.

[Oct. 13.
Revised Version.

1  And Da’vid againgathered together all the chosen
2 men of is'ra-el, thirty thousand. And Da’vid arose,
and went with all the people that were with him,
from Ba’a-le Ju’dah, to bring up from thence the ark
of God, which is called by the Name, even the name
of the LORD of hosts that sitteth upon the cherubim.
3 And they set the ark of God upon a new cart, and
brought it out of the house of A-bin‘a-dab that was
in the hill: and Uz’zah and A-bi‘o, the sons of
4 A-bin’a-dab, drave the new cart. And they brought
it out of the house of A-bin’a-dab, which was in the
hill, with the ark of God : and A-hi’o went before the
5 ark. And Da’vid and all the house of Is‘ra-el played
before the LORD with all manner of instruments
made of fir wood, and with harps, and with psalter-
fes, and with timbrels, and with castanets, and with
6 cymbals. And when they came to the threshing-
floor of Na’con, Uz’zah put forth his hand to the ark
of God, and took hold of it; for the oxen stumbled.
7 And the anger of the LorD was kindled against vz'-
zah ; and God smote him there for his error; and
8 there he died by the ark of God. And Da’vid was
displeased, because the LORD had broken forth upon
Uz'zah : and he called that place Pe’rez-uz’zah unto
9 thisday. And Da’vid was afraid of the LORD that
day ; .md he said, How shall the ark of the LORD
10 come untome? 8o Da’vid would not remove the ark
of the LORD unto him into the city of Da’vid; but
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unto him into the eity of Da’vid : but Da’vid carried it
.aside into the house of (/bed-e’dom the Git'tite.

11 And the ark of the LORD continued in the house of
«0’'bed-¢’dom the Git'tite three months: and the LORD
blessed (’bed-e dom, and all his household.

12 And it was told king Da’vid, saying, The LORD
hath blessed the house of (’bed-’dom, and all that
vertuineth unto him, because of the ark of God. So
Da’vid went went and brought up the ark of God from
the house of (’bed-¢’dom into the city of Da’vid with
gladness.

BXPOSITORY

Introductory. Having made himself master of Je-
rusalem, David fortified his city and entrenched him-
.self most securely in his mountain home. The Philis-
tines made war against him, but were sorely defeated.
During a period of rest from war it occurred to him
that now was the auspicious time to make his capital the
«central seat of worship for the nation. Long had the
ark and the tabernacle been separated, and the most
.sacred treasure of the covenant people still remained at
Kirjath-jearim, where it had been deposited after its

'storation by the Philistines. 1 Sam. 7. 1. David was
wise to see that the bringing of this sacred ark to Jeru-
salem would help consolidate his kingdom and unite
‘the various tribes. It became evident to him that the
stronghold among the hills was the place in which,
above all others in Israel, Jehovah had chosen to record
bis name. Comp. Deut. 12. 5. Moreover, he would not
divorce his government from the religion of his people,
but rather unite the two, that one might be the support
and defense of the other. It was high time that the bit-
ter reproach which came upon Israel with the captivity
of their most holy vessel should be thrown off by a more
conspicuous restoration of the ark of the covenant than
that which placed it in the private house of Abinadab.
So in the history furnished us in the present lesson we
.have an illustration of David's piety as well as of his
political sagacity. The parallel account in 1 Chron.
13, 15, and 16 gives a more extensive description of
details,

Verse 1. Again David gathered. This was not the
first time David assembled Israel after he became the
chozen king of the nation. The Philistine war,
described in the latter part of the previous chapter, had
probably been one occasion, and there may have been
others. In Chronicles it is stated that David took coun-
.sel with his chiefs and with the congregation, and then
“ gathered all Israel from Shihor of Egypt even untothe
entering in of Hamath,” that is from the southern to
the northern limits of his dominion. But this passage
explains that the assembly consisted of the chosen
men of Israel, thirty thousand in number, & vast
host, which might well be spoken of as fully represent-
ing the entire nation. David would make this removal
of the ark to Jerusalem a truly national act.

2. Arose and went. Usual formula

Da’vid carried it aside into the house of 0’bed-e’dom
11 the Git'tite.  And the ark of the Lorp remained in
the house of 0’bed-e’dom the Git'tite three months :
and the LORD blessed 0’bed-¢’dom, and all his house.
12 And it was told king Da’vid, saying, The LORD hath
blessed the house of 0’bed-e’dom, and all that per-
taineth unto him, because of the ark of God. And
Da’vid went and brought up the ark of God from the
house of 0’bed-e’dom into the city of Da’vid with joy.

NOTES.

ered the lid, which was called the ** mercy seat.” See
the description in Exod. 25. 17-22. Cherublm is the
Hebrew plural form of the word *‘cherub,” and the
allusion in this verse is to the statement made in Exod.
25. 22, where the Lord says: *'I will commune with
thee from above the mercy seat, from between the two
cherubim which are upon the ark of the testimony."
Comp. also Num. 7. 89; 1 Sam. 4. 4; Psa. 80. 1.

3. Upon a new cart. [n this they imitated the
method devised by the Philistines when they returned
the ark to the land of Israel. See 1 Sam. 6. 7, 14. The
Levitical law, however, provided that the ark should be
carried on the shoulders of the priests. Num. 3. 20-31,
But the Mosaic law had been so long neglected that it
was largely forgotten. House of Abinadab. See | Sam.
7. 1. In Gibeah. Rather, “'that was in the hill."
Abinadab’s house was on the hill overlooking the town
of Kirjath-jearim. Sons of Abinadah, His son Eleazar
had been cousecrated to take charge of the ark. 1 Sam.
7.1, Uzzah and Ahlo were either younger sons or
grandsons. It was deemed eminently fitting that these
custodians of the ark should drive the cart.

4. They brought. The first part of this verse is evi-
dently a repetition from the preceding, and probably the
error of a copyist. The latter part of the verse, begin-
ning with the ark of God, should follow immediately
after new cart, at the close of the preceding verse.
Ahio went before. And Uzzahseems to have followed
after, so that one preceded and the other followed the
holy vessel. This was done as a mark of reverence be-
coming so sacred a procession.

5. Played. The word thus translated implies a jubi-
lant dance as well as music, and such dance is more ex-
plicitly in verse 14, With all manner of instruments
....of fir wood. Instead of this the parallel passage in
Chronicles reads, ** with all their might and with songs,”
which is to be preferred before our text in Samuel, which
18, literally, ** with all trees of cypress,” and makes no
sense at all. The Hebrew words in both texts are very
similar. Harps, Stringed {instruments of various
shapes. Psalteries. Another kind of stringed instru-
ments much resembling harps. Timbrels, Instruments
of percussion, like the modern tambourine, Cornets. In-
struments which were played by shaking, and consisted
of rings loosely hed to metal rods, Cym.

one's formal entering upon some notable enterprise.
From Baale of Judah. This, according to Josh. 15, 9,
and 1 Chron, 13. 6, was another name for Kirjath-
jearim. The word ** from " i8 commonly thought to be
an error of some copyist; in Chronicles we read *‘to
Baalah." Or, perhaps the writer's thought was here
upon the return from Baale more than the journey
thither. On the site of Kirjath, see note on 1 Sam. 7. 1,
in Lesson III. of last quarter. The ark of God.
Notice with what reverence mention is made of this
holy treasure. It was God's possession. Whose name
is called. This passage s better translated as follows :
**Over which is called the name, the name of Jehovah
of hosts inhabiting the cherubim.” The coveg or lid of
the ark was constructed with a cherub on each end, and
ithese cherubim stretched their wings on high and cov-

bals. Consisting of two convex pleces of metal. which
on being clapped together make a loud, clanging sound.
For illustrative cuts of these musical instruments consult
the Bible dictionary or cyclopedia.

6. Nachon’s threshing-floor. Called ** Chidon's" in
Chronicles. 1f these are proper names, we see in such
familiar mention of places an incidental evidence of the
genuineness of the narrative, But Nachon isoften used
in the sense of ** fixed,” ** established,’” and may be here
translated as an adjective, “a established threshing
floor," not used for summer threshing only, but for other
purposes as well, and at other seasons. Uzzah putforth
....took hold, The law of Num. 4. 15, provided that
the son of Kohath should approach and carry the ark,
but added, ** They shall not touch any holy thing, lest
they die.” Perhaps the sons of Abinadab were ignorant
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of this law, and familiar from childhood with the pres- |
cace of the ark in their ancestral home, they lacked the
deepest possible reverence for it. ‘The oxen shook it.
Others render, *the oxen stumbled,” or ** kicked,” or
“threw it down.” The precise meaning is uncertain,
but the obvious reason for Uzzah's act was a fear lest
theark would be overthrown orinjured by the movement
of the oxen.

7. Anger of the Lord. The Seriptures abundantly
teach that the God of Israel burned with wrath and in- |
dignation nuulnstuﬂvmlq-mof his majesty. Such anger \
is no narrow passion like the malignant rage of men,
but a holy and intense antagonism to all evil, Smote
him there for his error. His sin was a sacrilegious l
lack of proper reverence for the hallowed symbol of |
Jehovah's presence and glory, and an apparent culpable !
jgnorance of his law. These defects occasioned the |
rashness of his act in presuming to grasp hold of the 1
ark, There he died. His ignorance of the law of
Num. 4. 15, did not save him from the death penalty. l
This severity of punishment is explicable only when we |
keep in mind that it was one of the highest purposes
of the 0l Testament revelation to inculcate the doc-~ l
trine of the unapproachable majesty and holiness of
God. This explains also the bitter judgment of the ’

(
|
{
l

people of Bethshemesh for an act of the saine nature as
that of Uzzah. 1 Sam. 6. 19,

%. David was displeased. He felt a kindling of an-
ger akin to that of Jehovah mentioned in the preceding |
verse, and the Hebrew word for displeased i3 the same
as that there translated * kindled.,” Mingled vexation,
grief, and indiguation for the moment possessed his
sonl. Made a breach, Or, “rent a rent;" that is,
broke forth in angry judgment, as just described,
Perez-uzzah, Which means **breach,” or *rent of
Uzzah.,” It was common to name places after some
such signal event. Comp. Gen. 16,14 ; 21, 81; 32.2,80;
Judg. 15.19; 1 8am. 7. 12

9. David was afraid. The judgment on Uzzah
made a profound impression on him, and under its
spell he had the good sense to set about inquiring into
the proper method of transporting the ark, How shall
the ark ...come, Better had he carefully inquired
fnto this matter before, and saved himself and others
much trouble and sorrow.

10. Carried it aside. Hebrew, * caused it to turn
aside.” He gave up his immediate purpose of bringing
it to himself in Jerusalem, and had it put aside into the
house of Obed-edom. From 1 Chron, 2. 8 we learn
that Obed-edom wasa Levite of the family of the Korah-
ites ; in 1 Chron. 15, 24, one of this name is mentioned
as among the doorkeepers of the ark. What led David
1o select his house is not stated, but perhaps Obed-edom
himself requested it, and offered his house as a tempo-
rary shelter, Gittite. 8o called because born in the
Levitical city of Gath-rimmon. Josh. 21, 24,

11. Three months A memorable period, not likely
to be forgotton in Obed-edom’s family. David's state
annals would also be likely to record the fact. Blessed
Obed-edom. This statement suggests many pious re-
flections upon the blessedness of God's presence ina
home. Where the symbols or representatives of his
revelation are honored there is he to enrich the wor-
shipers with tokens of his favor.

12. Told the king. This would be good news for
David, and set him to more earnest inquiries as to the
right method of bringing the ark to himself. Comp.

ver. 9. Because of the ark. There was no doubt but
the blessings which came to Obed-edom were on ac-
count of his reverent care of the ark. In what those
blessings consisted we are not told. David went and

brought up the ark. It appears from 1 Chron. 15, 2
that upon examination David learned that ** none ought.
to carry the ark of God but the Levites; for them hath
{he Lord chosen to carry the ark of God, and to minis-
ter unto him forever.” He accordingly made all proper
arr and led the sons of Aaron and
the Levites, as is more fully detailed in Chronicles. All
these preliminary arrangements our author omits from
his narrative. With gladness. One needs to read
the gequel of this lesson, vers, 13-14, and the parallel in
Chronicles to understand the memorable festivities of
that oceasion. Ver. 17 informs us that the King had a
tabernacle prepared for the ark in the city, and there he
deposited it, and **offered burpt-offerings and peace-
offerings before the Lord.” It was a great political
and religious event, which centralized the national
spirit and the religious interests of the people. It is
commonly believed that the twenty-fourth psalm was

| composed for this occasion,

In the study of this lesson we may learn:

1. That a sound morality and a permanent govern-
ment require attention to religious principle.

2, That all religious ceremonies and worship must

| have reverent regard to the majesty and holiness of

God.

3. That ignorance of divine law may be very culpa-
ble and involve incalculable loss.

4. That * our God is a consuruing fire ™" as well as the
highest impersonation of love.

5. That pure religion secures the highest blessing for
the individual, the home, and the State.

6. That true religious life and worship are consistent
with festivity and joy.

English Teacher's Notes.

THE narrative given in the yas:age for last Sunday
gave us an illustration of the blessed change that is
brought about when Christ is received and enthroned as
King into the human heart, and every thing is sub-
mitted to his control. The story we read to-day isa
striking illustration of the causes which often keep him
out, and the reason why many go so Jong without the
blessings, We saw David last Sunday as the type of the
divine King. To-day we are to look at him as he wasin
himself, and see him bringing the ark, the visible em-
blem of God’s presence, up to the eity where he had es-
tablished his throne, impelled thereto by his loyalty and
love to Jehovah.

But his enterprise was brought to an untimely stop be-
fore its completion, and three long months elapsed before
David had the courage and resolution, or, 1 should rather
say, the trust and the obedience, to resume and finish
his undertaking. What was it that stopped and hindered
him? Two things: anger and fear.

He had set about the matter with enthusiasm, but too
lightly and thoughtlessly. The express command of
God with reference to the removal of the ark (Num.
4.15: 7. 9) had been neglected. It had been placed as
when sent back by the Philistines (1 S8am. 6. 7) on a
“pew curt™ drawn by oxen, instead of being borne
with staves on the shoulders of the Levites; and its
safety being apparently threatened by the restiveness of
these animals, Uzzah, one of the Levites in charge of it,

had dared to put forth his hand to hold it, and was im-
mediately struck down by the judgment of God for his
irreverence and presumption.

And * David was ;" d God
had vindicated the authority of his command and had
shown himself as indeed the ** Holy One of Israel.” His
anger rose up hot against this sudden and terrible upset
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of his arrangements, He forgot the honor due to God
in vexation at his own discomfiture.

It is a similar feeling that cometimes keeps a heart
from receiving Christ as Lord—displeasure at finding

how far-reaching are his requirements and how absolute |

must be his rule—like the young man in the gospels,
‘whose countenance ** fell ' (Mark 10. 22, Rey.Ver.) when
he was bidden to sell all that he had and follow Jesus.
Or, it may be displeasure at his providential dealings, at

the crossing of plans and the failure of hopes. Thesoul |
would gladly receive Jesus, if only he would allow it to |

have its own wish and its own way: but that these
should be denied—is not that very hard ?

David's outburst of apger was, not unnaturally, fol-
lowed by fear. Having rebelled against the judgment
of God, he now mistrusted him. If God, he seems to
have reasoned, were so ** extreme to mark what is done

amiss,” would not his iminediate presence be too terri- |

ble? So instead of bringing the ark home to Jerusalem
he had it carried into the house of Obed-edom, and re-
turned without it.

Just so does many & soul reason : Christ indeed has a
right to my heart, but his rule is so strict ; if [ admit him,
will it not mean constant repression, bondage, and mis-
ery? And, meanwhile, more lowly and confiding souls
receive him, and are blest, like Obed-edom.

How ashamed must David have been of himself when
he saw what he had lost through his sinful folly ! The
wvisible sign of God's presence had been no terrible thing,
but a rich blessing, to him who reverently and obedi-
ently received it. But no more time was lost, and soon
the ark was enshrined in the ci'y which God had chosen,
and the blessing of God, as we read in the next chapter,
came upon Israel and Israel’s king. There may be some
in the class who had once purposed giving their heart to
Christ, but have drawn back in displeasure and fear at
the uncompromising nature of his requirements; and
while others are enjoying the blessing of his presence
they are left behind. May they be as quick and as
thorough as David in repairing thefr grievous error!

Cambridge Notes.

2 8am. 6. 1-12 (=1 Chron. 13. 5-14; 15, 25).

Under the divine leadership the theocratic king had
now made prize of the city which was to be the relig-
fous as well as the civil capital of the Holy Land. Je-
hovah had been present with him through but he

ceremonial was likely to receive special attention from
the priestly aunalist. Again. As before at his corona-
tion; the two ceremonies are co-ordinated, David thus
showing how much he thought of this transportation of
the ark. Thirty. The LXX reading, “‘seventy,"is
more likely If we are to think of a general muster,
though even that is remarkably small. Kirkpatrick re-
fers it to the chiefs mentioned by the chronicler (13. 1).
Klostermann thinks (ut the close of verse 1 is defective,
Both histories may have originally spoken of a prelim-
{nary meeting with the chiefs, followed by one with the
whole people. Chronicles emphasizes the ** national **
character of the event. VER. 2. From Baale. 1f the
preposition is correct we must translate with the LXX,
*....with him of the rulers of Judah, and went [to
Baalah),” the name of the place having dropped out
from its similarity to the word *‘rulers.” It is rather
simpler to read *to Baalah of Judah,” in accordance
with Chronicles, which also tells us (comp. Josh. 15, 9)
that Baalah was another name for Kiriath-jearim (see
18am. 7. 1, 8q., and notes. By the Name. This phrase
was used by itself as a substitute for ** Yahweh"
(==Jehovah), which a literal reverence forbade the later
Jews to pronounce, Comp. Lev. 24, 16-end. Here an
explanation isadded. Sitteth, etc. See noteson 1 Sam.
4.4. VER.38. New cart. Not polluted by common use.
Comp. 1 Sam. 6. 7, whence perhaps came the sugges-
tion. But the strict usage had been for the Levites to
carry the ark on poles, and the sequel of the present in-
novation was hardly likely to recommend a change no
better authorized. Abinadab. It had been there
some seventy years, which, as Thenius notes, causes a
difMiculty as to the age of Abinadab's **sons;" there is,
however, no reason why the word should not mean
grandsons or even great-grandsons, as in several other
places. Ahio. The wotd should be read ' his
brother ;** so the LXX. “*brothers.” The text of this
clause and the next verse has been confused by the
copyist’s repetitions, but the sense is not altered. It
seems that Uzzah sat in the cart with the ark, while his
unnamed brother led the oxen. VER 5. Played.
Danced and sang, a word suggesting the genuine enjoy-
ment which the Israelites and their king found in the
ceremony. With all manner, ete. The LXX. makes it
quite certain that Chronicles has preserved the original
reading here : ** With all their might; even with songs
and with harps.” It is a pity that the necessary limita-
tions of the revisers have prevented their removing
these obvious blunders. Harps. ... psalteries, Stringed

would now publicly proclaim his recognition of that
Presence by bringing its appointed emblem into Jeru-
salem. There David had pitched a tent for its recep-
tion, and this new tabernacle became the chief center
of the national worship throughout his reign. See 1
Chron, 16. 1, 4-6, 37, 38; the following verses add that
the old tabernacle remained a seat of worship, possess-
ing still the brazen altar and ministered to by Zadok the
nigh-priest, who had in some way obtained a co-ordinate
position with Abiathar toward the end of Saul's reign.
The wish not to disturb this arrangement has been sug-
gested as a reason why David did not transplant the
ancient tabernacle; there was certainly also the
diminished glory of the structure which had witnessed
the unclean orgies of Eli’s sons, and had long lost the
ark and a priest with Urim and Thummim. One may
add the probability that the fabric itself, however re-
ligiously cared for through four centuries, was rapidly
sieeurobing to the ravages of time.

VERSE 1. The longer account in Chronicles should be
studied. So important a crisis in the development of

instr ents.  According to Leyrer, the first was a lyre
of seven to ten strings, carried on a strap round the
neck, and played with a plectrum ; the second was
something like a guitar. Timbrels. Tambourines.
Castanets, or triangles. Some ancient authorities iden-
tify the Egyptian sistrum, a set of rings hung on iron
rods, producing a clattering noise when shaken. So the
margin and Leyrer in Herzog's Encyelopedia. Cymbals.
Metel plates clashed together just as in the modern in-
strument. VER.®. Nacon. This is probably nota proper
pame; we should read *‘to an appointed threshing-
floor,” asin 1 Sam, 23, 23, See second margin there. It
has been suggested that arrangements had been made
for feeding the oxen there, and that they stumbled or
grew restive on being pulled up. The chronicler poss-
ibly preserves the owner’s name, Chidon. Took hold,
As if the ark needed human protection! Stuinbled.
Authorities are pretty evenly divided between this and
the marginal renderings of a doubtful word. VER. 7. The
full meaning of this mysterious judgment cannot be
grasped by us, and for most of us it is enough 10 know
that it was done by the God who taught us to trust his
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Jove to the uttermost when he came among us as Man
with men. We can see how supremely important it was
that the Israelites, in the childhood of the world’s educa~
cation, should learn how awfully holy was their God,
and how implicit and unquestioning their obedience
must be. Now Uzzah must have known how strict were
the commands of God concerning the ark, and how its
inviolable sanctity as emblem of Jehovah's presence had
been vindicated just before it came to Abinadab's house
by the death of the seventy {rreverent priers at Beth-
shemesh. 1Sam. 6,19, He had forgotten the sternness
of God through long experience of his bounty, and the
sacred symbol had lost its terrors through familiarity.
Uzzah has many lessons to teach even us to-day. VER. 8.
The passage must be guarded from the apparent sug-
gestion that David was wroth at Jehovah's action, It
was an intense vexation at the apparent failure of his
darling project, not lessened by the feeling that he
might have averted the disaster himself by enforeing the
proper ritual for the transportation of the ark. So he
called the spot **Judgment of Uzzah,” that posterity
might not lose the lessons of the fate visited on the mis-
erable man's presumption. Displeased. Rather too
weak a word. Comp. 1 Sam. 15. 11. Broken forth.
Used here as in chap. 5. 20, and Exod. 19. 22, 24, fora
sudden divine judgment. VER. 9. No doubt had ever
occurred to him before as to Jehovah's approval of his
project. Now he feels the grave responsibility of bring-
ing the dread relic within his city ; irreverence, with its
terrible penalty, would be so hard v prevent. Jehovah

d him by & ation of the truth, ** Them
that honor me I will honor.” VER. 10, Obed-edom is gen-
erally supposed to have been a Levite from the Levitical
city of Gath-rimmon. ‘This is inferred from 1 Chron.
16. 38, and 26, 4, ete. But in the LXX. the name in those
passages is Abdedom, while here (both Sam. and Chron.)
it appears as Abeddara, It seems probable that twodif-
ferent persons have been assimilated in our Hebrew text
from the natural desire to identify the man who re-
celved the ark. In that case we must suppose that he
was a naturalized.foreigner from the Philistine city of
Gath; his name might be Ebed-adou, “servant of the
Jord ;" that is, of some heathen deity. Presumably his
house was close to the scene of Uzzah's death, and in
their terror David and his men carried the ark into the
first shelter they could find. VER. 11. If our theory is
correct this would be a telling proof for the Israelites of
the principle enunciated by Peter before Cornelius. Acts
10. 34, sg.  David himself would have the memory of his
ancestress Ruth, the Moabitess, to emphasize the lesson.
VER. 12, The ark had brought blessing and not death,
s0 David was encouraged to seek its presence for hisown
city. The joy which follows was proportionate to the
anxiety with which the procession started. David's en-
thusiasm and the cold eynicism of Saul's daughter were
thoroughly characteristic of the difference between the
first two kings of Israel.

The Lesson Council.

Question 2. Why should a curse come upon Uzzah
and a blessing on Obed-edom ?

Both curse and blessing resulted from the spirit of the
receiver. Uzzah was irreverent. He was no more im-
pressed with his sacred task than if he had yoked his
oxen that morning to draw & load of rubbish. His act
was an **error; " but his real crime was a profane spirit.
Obed-edom, like Caleb, ** had another spirit.” He com-
muned with the Presence that overshadowed the ark,
and kept from love the precepts sculptured on its stones,
Here, then, are the natural causes of curse and blessing.

The miraculous element is present, but the miracles hap-
pen according to law. Itis * patural law in the spiritual
world."—Rev. J. E. Adams,

It is man’'s way to deal lightly with first offenses, and
to punish more heavily repeated transgressions. It Is
God's way to deal severely with first sins, as a warning
to those who may come after. Witness Adam, Nadab
and Abihu, Achan and Uzzah. It was necessary to show
the sacredness of the ark, which was the emblem of
God's presence among his people. Uzzah showed the
spirit of irreverence, Obed-edom that of faith, God pun-
ished the one and rewarded the other.—J. L. Hurlbut.

There was nothing exceptional either in the blessing

or the curse. ‘They were the outworking of twoof God's
ble laws: 1. is always | hed

2, The divine Presence always brings temporal as well
as spiritual blessing. These laws work as really now as
then, only we are so busy with science and business we
have no time left to watch the movement of God's fingers.
1t you and I had been with David we might have seen
nothing but & poor appolectic in Uzzah anda lucky farm-
er in Obed-edom; and if David lived in my home or
yours to-day he certainly would reverentially recognize
God's blessiug and God's curse where we often talk of
fortune and mischance.—Robert R. Doherty.

Liesson Word-Pictures.

There is a great gathering of the flower of Israel's
hests, thousands upon thousands. They tramp along
the beaten ways, not in sullen battle columns, but they
go with songs, with happy shouts. It is the nation's
honored escort, grand, stately, for the ark of God, now
at Kirjath-jearim and soon to be taken to Zion. They
reach the home of Abinadab, sheltering the ark. The
long columns part to give it place. They receive it.
They close about it, and then the vast escort with re-
joleings march away. How the notes from the exultant
harps, psalteries, cornets, and cym stir the
air! Louder yet the happy, jubilant strains! As the
marching hosts press on, it is one vast river of praise
flowing on toward Salem’s exalted towers ! Andaleader
in this triumph is David. How his soul exults as, looking
into the heart of thisgreat, choice guard, he sees the sa-
cred ark, so long without its appropriate shelter! How
glad he will be in the assurance that in the royal city the
ark is home at last, safely sheltered on Zion. Blow, happy
trumpets ! Clash, rejoicing eymbals ! Tremble in ecstasy,
each smitten harp! Rise higher and higher in glad ac-
claim, O voices of Israel’s chosen hosts! Suddenly the
great procession haits. Trumpet, cymbal, and harp cease.
Israel is dumb, David has no voice for psalin or cun-
ning for playing. By the side of the ark is the dead
Uzzah! No happy going up to Jerusalem. The people
scatter. David will go back to the royal city without
the ark. He lingers a while, though. He looks about
him. What house is that which his eyes are fastened
upon? It is the home of Obed-edom. Could it receive
a guest? Yes, Obed-edom stands in the very door to
welcome—the king! A greater guest, even the ark of
Jehovah. Into the house of Obed-edom it is slowly,
reverently, sadly borne, and there sacurely lodged.
Into what Kind of a room was it taken ? Did the room
have other furniture? Was it not alone, this honored
guest? Did the intrusive sunshine steal through the
Jatticed window, or did the ark have its resting-place in
thickly sereening shadows, as when behind the beautiful
vail of the holy of holies? O, sacred ark beneath the
brooding eherubim! Why, this chosen symbol had been
borne through the wilderness. Defore it, Jordan's
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flood fell back. Philistia had tried to keep it, but Dagon
fell in disgrace before its awful presence, and home to
Israel it had been gladly borne. And now it is under
the roof of Obed-edom. O happy host that bas such an
exalted guest! Blest the roof that shelters the ark
of Israel! Secure the home where Jehovah abides!
I can see Obed-edom stealing up to the door of
the strange guest-room. He may not venture within,
but stands outside the door, his feet unsandaled, his
head bowed, his hands folded in supplication to God.
He comes in weariness and weakness, in temptation and
trial, and the thought of God is bis staff, his shield, his
song. He comes in sorrow when some one may be nigh
unto death's flood, and he is comforted by the thought
of Him before whose ark Jordan's deep stream fell back.
O happy the house where Jehovah abides in the heart
and life! Obed-edom is blessed. One day, a great
happy company, with happy David at their bead, bear the
ark away.

Blackboard.

1S T0
{EVER A BLESSING,

THE BeL

EXPLANATION. The central thought is ** God's pres-
ence.” The ark was a symbol of his presence to teach
the people that he was abiding with them. It was visi-
ble, and appealed to their understanding, but it was no
more a reality than God’s presence is now in the heart
of a believer. The ark was a blessing to Obed-edom, as
God's presence is always a blessing to them that believe,

DIRECTIONS FOR COLORS. The ark, white; the entire
sentence, ** God's presence is to the believera blessing,”
should bein one color; the heart, make white; the
rays, yellow. There are thiee distinet sentences in the
diagram, namely : 1. The ark a symbol of God's pres-
ence. 2. God's presence in the heart areality. 3. God's
presence is to the believer a blessing,

Primary and Intermediate.

LESSON THOUGHT.—"* God with us.”

Show a picture of the ark. Get children interested in
its outward beauty. Tell what was kept in it. Excite
curiosity as to why it was so prized and guarded. Then
tell the story of its capture by the Philistines about sev-
enty years before, when Eli's wicked sons carried it to
the battle. Tell how the Philistines became afraid of it,
and how it was finally carried to Kirjath-jearim, where
it had since remained.

The ark of God in Jerusalem. Who was now king
of Israel? David. Askif children think he was a good
king, and why? Whom does a good king obey and
serve? Teach that God is the King of kings, and David
was not his own master, though he was king of all
Israel.

What great city did David take from the enemy ¥ Je-

| rusalem 1s built on Hills, and upon one of these, called
| Mount Zion, stood the king's beautiful palace. He was
at peace, and his people loved and trusted him, but he
| was not satisfled. He wanted the ark of God brought to
the holy city. Why? Print above the picture of the ark,
“‘(.‘ml's presence.” Teach that this was what the ark
meant.,

| God with his people. King David wanted the people
| to know that God was among them, and so he made a
place ready for the ark, and with many of his friends
went to bring it to Jerusalem,

Deseribe the journey of the ark from Kirjath-jearim,
The people were glad because they were to have the sign
of God'’s presence among them once more, Tell how
they sang and rejoiced, and show how God taught them
the great lesson of reverence. Tell how the ark was
taken to the house of Obed-edom, aud the blessing that
followed upon all the house of Obed-edom.

The ark af God in the heart,
Ask if there isany thing like the
I ark in these days. Tell why
God no longer uses these out-
ward symbols, because Jesus
has come to fulflll the types.
Make a cross—Jesus, or Imman-
uel; *God with us™ above it.
s The ark of God comes to us,
Shall we welcome it and find a resting-place for it?
Suppose we make our hearts the resting-place. What
whll Jesus's—God’s—ark do for us if he dwells in our
hearts 7 Speak of the peace, quiet, rightness, love, which
come with him. Tell story to show how blessing goes
with God’s presence.
Who has opened the heart to Jesus? Who will do &
now? Sing ** Come to Jesus,”

GOD
A PRESENT HELP)

Berean Methods,
The Teachers' Meeting.

Sketch map. Without this no intelligent understand-
ing of the lesson....Precisely what was Uzzah's sin?
....Emphasize the part of music in ancient worship of
God....What was the quality of David's anger?....
Trace the blessing received by families and business
houses you have observed after the ark of God has dwelt
with them. In many a Sunday-school an impromptu
** experience meeting ™' would give teachers and elder
scholars an opportunity to gladly testify that godliness is
profitable to all things.

References. FREEMAN. Ver.
cherubiin,” 205. Ver.5: The harp,
the trimbel, 61 ; the sistrum, 272; cymbals, 456....Fos-
T+R'S CYCLOPEDIA. Prose, 828, 6555, 7271, 7272, 7217,
7205, T202, T207. 7801, 235, T243, T246, 9155, 9162, 0128,
0131, Ver. 7: Prose, 2549, 4081, 4361, Ver. 10: Poetical,
3833, 4080, Ver. 11: Prose, 858, 2045, 2050, 2200, 6847,

ANAL CAL AND BIBLICAL OUTLINE,
The Bervice of God,

[. A NATIONAL SERVICE.
| All the chosen men of Israel. v. 1.
* Let the people praise thee." Psa. 67, 8.
** His peculiar people.” Deut. 26, 18,
II. A DiviNE SERVICE.
The name of the Lovd of hosts. v. 2.
**There will I meet with thee.” v. 25, 22,
** Come boldly unto the throne.” Heb, 4. 16,
III. A JovruL SERVICE.
David. ... Ierael played before the Lord. v. 5.
** Children of Zion be joyful.” Psa. 149, 2,
** Rejoice in the Lord always.” Phil. 4. 4.

9.

* Between the
: the psaltery, 432 ;




Oct. 13.]

SUNDAY-SCHOOL BANNER. 305

1V. A CareruL SERVICE,
The anger of the Lord, v. 7.
“Clean....bear. ..vessels." Isa. 52. 11.
“ Hear what God....will speak.” Psa. 85, 8,
V. A REVERENT SERVICE.
David was afraid of the Lord. v.9.
*Thou....art to be feared.” Psa, 76. 7.
** My flesh trembleth for fear.” Psa. 119, 120,
VI. A BrLessep SBERVICE.
The Lord blessed Obed-edom. v. 11.
* Blessed me for thy sake." Gen. 30, 27,
* Blessing of the Lord. ... maketh rich.” Prov, 10,22,

THOUGHTS FOR YOUNG PEOPLE.
The Holiness of God's Shrine.

1. There is no safety where God 18 neglected. God-
less homes, godless schools, godless political parties,
godless nations, are doonied to overthrow. David was
wise in seeking to bring back the shrine of God, and if
by any sinful neglect, of yourself or your parents, God’s
shrine has been removed from you in any sense, follow
David's example, and bring it back at once. Is the
blessing no longer asked in your home? Has family
prayer beed discontinued 7 Do you no longer read your
Bible daily? Are any of the little or larger means of
grace—which may be looked upon as the arks of God,
the sbrines in which the divine Presence dwells—are any
of these neglected by you? If so, set out like David and
bring the ark of God back to your tabernacle.

2. Nothing i3 too good for God's service. David was
a philosopher as well as a king when he played before
the Lord on all manner of instruments. Those were
doubtless good men who broke the beautiful statues
in the old English abbeys, and made the pathway of the
Puritan armies a track of barbaric ruin. 8o were those
good men who,in later days, ruled out all songs from the
sanctuary ; and some good men yet reject all hymns but
the psalms of David, and cannot worship if the sound of
an instrument is heard in the church. But such people,
while good, are in error. The best of every thing be-
longs to God.  No church can be too beautiful for him,
no ointment too costly to break over his head, no music
too exquisite to sound in his ears, Let us surround the
daily practice of our religion in our homes and our
church with all that is beautiful within our reach.

8. Thoughtlessness in worship i8 a flagrant sin,
God's anger {8 not shown now precisely as it was in an-
clent times, but if he is not guiltless who taketh the
name of God in vain, then God must be angry with
many a bright-faced maiden and many a cheerful
youth who talk and laugh during prayer-time, and who
join in singing the most solemn hymns with thought-
less hearts. Beware of repeating the sin of Uzzah
amid thoughtlessness,

4. God's presence makes prosperity. This truth is
too often forgotten ; but it is just as true now as it was
in the days of Obed-edom. Itis true that many good
people are poor, and many are sick, and the calamities
of life seem to come alike to all ; nevertheless there
is that in the practice of goodness that inevitably makes
for temporal success. We have the best outhority
for saying that ** godliness is profitable unto all things,
having promise of the life that now is, and of that
which is to come.” 1 Tim. 4. 8.

HOME READINGS.

M. The ark brought to Zion. 2 Sam. 6. 1-12,
7'w. The removal from Kirjath-jearim. 1 Chron. 13.

1-8,
W. Preparations for final journey. 1 Chron, 15, 1-3,
Zh.David's Joy. 1 Chron, 15, 25-16, 3,

F. Thanksgiving psalm, 1 Chron. 16. 7-22,
S. The rsu m continued. 1 Chrou. 16. 23-36.
8. David's prayer. Psa. 132, 5-18,

GOLDEN TEXT.
The Lord loveth the gates of Zion more than all
the dwellings of Jacob, Psa. 87. 2.
TIME.—1042 B, C.
PLACES.—Kirjath-Jearim, Jerusalem, and the
home of Obed-edom,
DOCTRINAL SUGGESTION.—God's love for his Chureh.

LESSON HYMNS,
No. 224, Dominion Hymnal.

Jerusalem the golden,
With milk and honey blest.

No. 221, Dominion Hymnal.

1 will sing you a song of that beautiful land,
The far-away home of the soul.

No. 217, Dominion Hymnal.

There's a land that is fairer than day,
And by faith we can see it afar.

My Jesus, as thou wilt.

Jesus, my all.

Onward, Christian soldiers.
Glorious things of thee.

1 love thy kingdom.

The Church’s one foundation.
With hearts in love.

The morning light.

Jesus shall reign.

When that glorious morn.
Jerusalem the golden.
Father, lead thy little children.

QUESTIONS FOR SENIOR STUDENTS.
1. The House of Abinadab.
& Where had the ark been for the century since Eli's

eath ?
‘What devout purpose now filled David's heart ?
How extensive a pageant did he propose in its honor ?
What siugular ignorance or neglect of the law con-
cerning the ark's moving did they show ?

Can you explain the different names used in counec-
tion uft?h its location—Baale of Judah, Kirfath-jearim,
Gibeah
What sort of procession did they form to carry it ?

2. The Threshing-floor of Nachon.

‘What has made this place ever memorable in history ?

Why 'd the tragedy here narrated occur 7 Num. 4. 15,

How could the ark be carried if it was not touched ?

What was the effect of this on David ?

‘Was this feeling due to unbelief, or to ignorance, or a
proper desire for divine guidance ?

3. The House of Obed-edom.

‘What disposition was made of the ark ?

What was the experience of this family ?

What did this teach David ?

‘What preparation seems to have been made in the in-
terim? ver. 13.

Where was the ark now placed ? ver. 17.

4. The Gates of Zion,

What had become of the old tabernacle ?

How long did the ark remain in the new tabernacle ?

What was its later history ?

What was its value as a religious symbol ?

Had God been absent from his tabernacle all this cen-
tury of the ark's absence ?

Was God any more present after it was brought with-
in the gates of Zion? ¥

Practical Teachings.
They put the ark on a new cart. Of course it was

shaken. They broke law, and punishment came upon
an innocent man. It is always so. Sin involves others

besides the sinner.
A good purpose was spoiled by a wrong method.
David was earnest to serve God. Are you?
David feared at God's wrath. Do you ?
David waited till he knew more of God’s will.
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God's presence is not to be feared, Obed-edom was
made happy by it.

God's punishment for broken law is to be feared only
by the law-breakers.

Hints for Home Study.

1. Give attention to all the geographical names, and
trace the route of the journey of the ark.

2. Study the history of the ark since its location at
Shiloh. |

3, Learn the law in regard to its method of transpor- |

1
|

|

tation.

4. Learn the history of the old tabernacle, and why a |
new one was built. |
5. Learn the whole lesson story very thoroughly. An-
swer all the questions given for home study, and write |
such new ones as they suggest. |
QUESTIONS FOR INTERMEDIATE SCHOLARS, |
1. The House of Abinadab, v. 1 |

What assembly did David call together
What journey did the king and people
By what other name is Baale known ?

For what purpose was this journey made?

How came the ark at Kirjath-Jearim? 1 Sam. %5 8
How long had it been there ?

How was the ark borne from the house
Who were in charge of it?

What instruments of music were used in the proces-

|
|
|

of Abinadab ?

sion ?
‘Who played on the instruments ?
2. The 'Threshing-floor of Nachon, v, 6-8.
What rash thing did Uzzah do ?
Why did he seek to steady the ark ?
Who was displeased with his act?
How was ah punished for his rashness ?
What did David think of this punishment ?
What new name did he give the place?
3. The House of Obed-edom, v, 9-11,
What was David’s feeling toward the Lord ?
What question did he ask v
Where would he not take the ark ?
Where was the ark taken ?
How long did it remain there ?
What good results followed to
4. The Gates of Zion, v, 12,
‘What message was brought to David ?
What then did David do?
What says the Golden Text about the gates of Zion?
Teachings of the Lesson.
‘Where in this lesson are we taught—
1. To be joyful in God’s service ?
2. To be reverent in God's house ?
3. To expect blessing from God’s presence ?
Home Work for Young Bereans,

Learn when and under what circumstances the Israel-
ites lost the ark of God. |
Learn what calamities the ark brought on the Philis- |

|

tines.
Learn how the ark should have been carried from th
house of Abinadab.

Obed-edom ?

|
{
I

\
|

e
|

|

QUESTIONS FOR YOUNGER SCHOLARS,

Who soon came to fight David? The Philistines.

From whom did David seek counseland help? From
the Lord.

Who conquered in the battle ? The Israelites,

What did David want, now that he was at peace ?
The ark of God,

What does this show ?

Where was the ark? At Kirjath-jearim.

Who had kept it for many years ? Abinadab,

Who went to bring the ark to Jerusalem?
and many of hix friends,

Why did all the people rejoice ? Because they had
the ark once more,

Who took hold of the ark to steady it? Uzzah,

How was he punished 7 ‘T'he Lord smote him and
he died.

What does this teach? A lesson of reverence,

Where did David leave the ark? In the house of
Obed-edom.

Why did he leave it there ?
it to Jerusalem,

What did the ark bring to Obed-edom’s house?
Great blessing,

‘What did David do after three months ? He brought
the ark 10 Jerusalem,

Where was it placed? In a new tabernacle.

Of what was the ark a symbol 7 OF God's presence.,

Words with Little People,

Where do we learn in this lesson—

That it is right to remember God when we are safe
and happy ?

That we must not treat holy things lightly ?

That it is safe to welcome God to our homes ?

That the presence of God makes true hearts glad ?

THE LESSON CATECHISM,
[For the entire school.]
1. What new purpose did David now form? To
bring the ark to Zion.
2, How did they begin to carry it? On a new eari.
3. What _stopped the triumphal procession? The

denth of Uzzah.
4. How did this affect David? It filled him with

fear.

5. Why did he wish to bring the ark to Zion? Asa
tribute of love to God.

6. Why did_he think this would please God? Be-
cause, *“The Lord loveth the gates.” ate,

That he remembered Godo

David,

He was afraid to take

CATECINSY QUESTION.

46. How did all things come into being ?

By the will of God ; who created all things and brought.
all into their present order.

In the beginning God created the heaven and the earth
—Genesis i. 1.

He spaice, and it was done; He commanded, and it
stood fast.— Psalm xxxiii. 9.

Hebrews xi. 8.

LESSON 1L
Authorized Version.
2 Sam. 7. 18.29, [ Commil to memory verses 28, 2.
e s

18 Then went king Da’vid in an
EvERY Hou -

B. C. 1042.]

at before the LORD, and he said,
Who am I, O Lord Gop ? and w hat is
my house, that thou hast brought me
nitherto ?

19 And this was yet a small thing
in thy sight, O Lord Gop: but
‘hou hast spoken also of thy serv-
ant’s house for a great while to come.

And i¢ this the manner of man, O
Lord Gow ¢

20 And what can Da’vid say more unto thee? for thou,
Lord Gop, knowest thy servant.

21 For thy word’s sake, and according to thine own
heart, hast thou done all these great things, to make thy

servant know fhem.
5nm

22 Wherefore thou art
none like thee, neither is

0 LORD God : for thereis
any God besides thee, ac-

cording to all that we have heard with our ears.

23 And what one nation in the earth is like thy peo-
God went to redeem for a

ple, even like Is'ra-el, whom

DAVID'S THANKSGIVING PRAYER.

[Oet. 20.
Revised Version,

Then Da’vid the king went in, and sat before the
LoRD; and he said, Whoam I, O Lord Gop, and what.
is my house, that thou hast brought me thus far?
19 And this was yet a small thing in thine eyes, O Lord

Gop; but thou hast spoken also of thy servant's
house for a great while to come; and this too after
20 the manner of men, O Lord Gop! And what can
Da’vid say more unto thee? for thou knowest thy
21 servant, © Lord Gon. For thy word’s sake, and ac-
cording to thine own heart, hast thou wrought all this
22 greatness, to make thy servant know fit. ‘Wherefore
thou art great, 0 LORD God : for there is none like
thee, neither is there any God beside thee, according
23 to all that we have heard with our ears, And what
one nation in the earth is like thy people, even like
Is'ra-el, whom God went to redeem unto himself for
a people, and to make him a name, and to do great

18

people to himself, and to make him a

name, and to do for

things for you, and terrible things for thy land, before
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you great things and terrible, for thy land, before thy

people, which thou redeemedst to thee from E‘gypt, |

from the nations and their gods ?

24 For thou hast confirmed to thyself thy people Is’ra-el
to be a people unto thee forever: and thou, LORD, art
become their God.,

25 And now, O LorRD God, the word that thou hast
spoken concerning thy servant, and concerning his house,
establish if forever, and do as thou hast said.

26 And let thy name be magnified forever, saying,
The LORD of hosts is the God over Isra-el: and let the
house of thy servant Da'vid be established before thee,

27 For thou, O LORD of hosts, God of Is‘ra-el, hast re-
vealed to thy servant, saying, I will build thee a house :
therefore hath th vant found in his heart to pray this
prayer unto thee,

28 And now, O Lord Gob, thou arf that God, and thy
words be true, and thou hast promised this goodness
unto thy servant :

29 Therefore now let it please thee to bless the house
of thy servant, that it may continue forever before thee :
for thou, O Lord Gop, hast spoken if; and with thy
blessing let the house of thy servant be blessed for-
ever.

| thy people, which thou redeemedst to thee out of
24 E'gypt, from the nations and their gods? And thou
didst establish to thyself thy people Is‘re-el to be a
people unto thee forever; and thou, LORD, becamest.
25 their God. And now, O LORrD God, the word that
thou hast spoken concerning thy servant, and con-
cerning his house, confirm thou it forever, and do as
26 thou hast spoken. And let thy name be magnified
forever, saying, The LORD of hosts is God over Is'ra~
| el: and the house of thy servant Da’vid shall be es-
| 27 tablished before thee, For thou, O LORD of hosts, the
God of Is'ra-el, hast revealed t) thy servant, saying,
1 will build thee an house : therefore hath thy serv-
ant found in his heart to pray this prayer unto thee.
| 28 And now, O Lord Gop, thou art God, and thy words
are truth, and thou hast promised this good thing unto
20 thy servant ; now therefore let it please thee to bless
the house of thy servant, that it may continue
forever before thee: for thou, O Lord Gobp, hast
spoken it : and with thy blessing let the house of thy
servant be blessed forever.

BEXPOSITORY NOTES.

Introductory. Some time after David had estab-

cance. Here David, by his address, expresses a deep

lished himself on Zion, and had tr over his
enemies, he conceived the idea of building a temple to
Jehovah that would be worthy of his capital and king-
dom. He expressed himself as unwilling to dwell in a
cedar palace while the ark of God remained in a taber-
nacle of curtains. His purpose seemed a noble one, and
was encouraged by the propbet Nathan. But before he
had taken any step to carry out his plan the word of the
Lord came to him through the prophet, virtually com-
manding him to desist from his purpose. He was in-
formed that it was God’s plan first to build his house
before he should build the Lord’s house. The latter
work was to be reserved for one of his sons who should
reign after him. In ¢ with this prop

conse of ging in a very tender way to the
Lord Jehovah, the covenant God of Israel. Thou hast
brought me hitherto, He has in mind how carefully
Jehovah had led and guarded him until he had attained
to the kingdom of his chosen people. David never for-
got that he was a man who had been raised up on high..
Comp. 2 Sam. 23, 1.

19. This was yet a small thing. Even his ‘v:alta-
tion to the throne and triumph over foes was a little-
thing in his mind as compared with the wonderful
promises touching his house for a great while to
come. The allusion is especially to the assurance
glven in verse 16, ** Thine house and thy kingdom shall

word there was given to David the pi of a royal

forever before thee; thy throne shall be-

posterity, a permanent house, an enduring d

ferever.,” Is this the manner of man?

This promise seems to have been the germ of many of
the messianic psalms, The king was overwhelmed
with the fullness of mercies thus vouchsafed to him,
and recalled from what a humble home he had been
called forth and exalted to the dominfon of Israel. He
then uttered the following prayer, which con-

Better to and und this as an

tion, ** and this is a law of man, O Lord Jehovah ! This
amazing condescension seems to bring the T.ord Jehovah
down to an intimacy of relationship with man which
was like an observance of the law of man. With this
emotional utterance David may also have linked the

fession, adoration and supplication. Although the
promise of God was without conditions, and as sure as
God's word of prediction and pledge could make it, we
see that the devout monarch nevertheless prays for
what is thus promised him. The following prayer of
David is a m odel for those who enter into the closet, and,
having shut the door, pray to him who seeth in secret.
18, Then went king David in. It was the act of a
royal person and the word king is emphatic. The
place where he went, as we infer from the following
words, before the Lord, was the tabernacle mentioned
in chap. 6. 17, which he had prepared for the ark of God.
This was the most suitable place for him to go, and
meditate, and pray, at such a time, Sat. This need
not be supposed to mean that he sat down while in
prayer. He sat down before the ark, and probably re-
mained there a long time in solemn and thankful medi-
tation, and afterward arose and offered the prayer.
Who am 1T Language of humility and self-abnega-
tion. Comp. Saul's words in 1 8am. 9. 21, and Jacob's
in Gen. 32. 10. Lord God. The Hebrew is, ** Lord Jo-
hovah,” or “my Lord Jehovah." The unfortunate
habit of the English version in translating the proper
name Jehovah by the word LORD and GOD obscures not
a few passages where the name has peculiar signifi-

that 's word was eq to a law
that binds men, and thus his dynasty and succession
were assured so as to become legally permanent.

20. What....say more? Language fails him to ex-
press further his p sense of p
Thou ... knowest. A shnple and beautiful appeal to
the divine omniscience.

21. For thy word’s sake. The reference here is best
understood of the numerous prophecies that had been
current among the people, designating David for the
throne. Such were Samuel's words in 18am. 16, 12, an@
whatever oracles prompted such sayings as we read in
18am 23, 17; 24. 4; 25. 30; 2 8am. 5. 2. There may be
also a more general reference tosuch prophecies as Gen.
49. 10, and Num. 24, 17, According to thine own
heart. This appears to be an allusion to the words of
18am. 13, 14.

22. According to all that we have heard, David
first refers to that which he had been made to know in
his own experienee ; now he appropriately refers to the
marvelous dealingsof God, which notonly he, but also
all his people had heard again and again. Hence he
speaks in the plural we. 8o the record and report of
God's dealings with his people constitute a most helpful
confirmation of personal experience.

23. What ene nation. ... Wke lsrael. He breaksout
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in an ecstatic rapture over the remembrance of God's
great love for his chosen people. Went to redeem.
Reference to the exodus from Egypt, that great redemp-
tion from the house of bondage. Tomake him a name,
That is, to make for God himself a name, to magnity
the name Jehovah, so that it will be known and feared
among all nations. For you. Better, perhaps, to emend
the text and read *‘for them.” Otherwise we must
suppose that in the intense emotion of his praying David
seemed to have all Israel before him, and unconsciously
assumed for the moment the form of direct address.
For thy land. Instead of this, which seems to be
without any suitable significance in this place, 1 Chron.
17. 21, reads ** to drive out." A very simple and natural
emendation, made by the help of the parallel verse in
Chronicles, furnishes us the following : ** To do for them
great and terrible things, w0 drive out nations and their
gods before thy people whom thou didst redeem for thy-
self out of Egypt.”” This emendation may rest for its
defense upon its manifest merits. Thus we see David
magnifying the wonderful works of God as signally dis-
played in the past history of his people.

24, Thou hast confirmed. ... thy people, . . Moie
ever. By establishing David's house and kingdom for-
ever (vers. 13, 16) he necessarily contirmed the covenant
with his people for all time. Art become their God,
In accordance with such assurances as we find recorded
in Gen, 17, 7, 85 Exod. 6. 7.

25. And uow, 0 Lord God. From this point on to
the end the language is that of supplication, a prayer
for the fulfillment of the promises for which he has given
thanks. Do asthou hast said. Observe the beautiful
faith and propriety of prayer for what the word of God
has pledged. To neglect such prayer would be to show
indifference to the promises.

26. Be magnified forever, saying. That is, let the
divine name be magnified by continual saying, or pro-
claiming the word of prophecy and the doctrine of Jeho-
vah's dominion over Israel.

27. Hast revealed 10 thy servant. Literally, ** hast
uncovered the ear of thy servant.” This is a metaphor
derived from the removal of the hair or the head-dress
from one's ear when a confidential word was to be
spoken, I will build thee a house. David had
thought in his heart, ** I will build a house for God ;™ but
God interposed and said to him, ** Nay, rather will I
make thee an house,” Comp. vers. 5 and11 of this chap-
ter. Therefore. Sucha signal word of promise was
the reason of this glowing prayer.

28. Thou art that God. The only true God, my
Lord Jehovah, whose words can never fail.

29, Let it please thee to bless. Or, “be pleased
and bless.” Without his blessing no person or house may
continue forever before him. With thy blessing.
Or, **from thy blessing ; "' that is, from the infinite re-
sources of thy power to bless, Forever. Let the stu-
dent count how many times this word oceurs in this
chapter. Of all the words of promise that fell on David's
earand lingered in his soul, these were most charming.

From this lesson let us learn :

1. The grandeur and blessedness of noble, unselfish
plans for honoring God

2. The unspeakable value of the word of prophecy.

3. The duty and propriety of humility before God.

4. The infinite condescension of divine mercy for God
to make promises to men.

5. Whata variety of elements go to constitute a mighty
prayer.

6. How faith, hope, and love root themselves in the
promises of God.

7. Man's highest glory is attained in truly glorifying
the name of God.

English Teacher’s Notes.

A YOUNG girl was once advised by an elderly friend
to take notice of a lady's singing, and adopt it as her
model. The girl thought the advice somewhat beside
the mark, as the lady in question had a remarkably
sweet voice, while she herself was not gifted in that re-
spect.  Most young people are rather prone to think the
same thing when the character or conduct of another is
held up to them as an example to be copied. The cases
seem to them without analogy. Those presented to them
as models certainly enjoyed advantages which do not
fall to their own lot. Or else there is some particular
hinderance in their own case, SO ing which makes
it impossible they could attain to theé'Standard set before
them.

The thanksgiving of David of which we read to-day Is
just such a model for imitation. His deep sense of his
own unworthiness, his appreciation of God's mercies,
his adoring gratitude, is all recc yrded for our learning,
for our example (Rom. 15. 4 1 Cor. 10. 11), and as such
it is put before us in the lesson for to-day, illustrating
the admonition of the Golden Text, “In every thing
give thanks," ete.

But some one in the class may remark, David had in-
deed plenty to give thanks for. He had been but a shep-
herd-boy, and he was raised to be king of all Israel. All
his enemiesat home had disappeared—he was acknowl-
edged king over all Israel; he was obeyed and loved by
his subjects, and feared by the nations abroad : he had
extended his conquests in all directions, and his king-
dom had reached a height of fame and prosperity utterly
unknown to his predecessor. No wonder David was filled
with gratitude for all this. No wonder that he could
give thanks, But what likeness is there between David
and ourselves —ourselves with, it may be, many a Worry,
a trial, a cross?

Now there was one thing in David's case at the very
moment he was uttering his thanksgiving which most of
us will acknowledge to be, at one time or another, in our
own. He was just then a man whose plans had been

crossed—a man who had conceived a noble project, who
had set his heart upon it, who was burning with desire
to have it carried out (comp. 1 Chron. 29. 3), who had
been encouraged to set about it by the prophet of God to
whom he had confided the matter—and who was sud-
denly and irreversibly stopped by the divine prohibi-
+jon, ** Thou shalt not bulld mean house."” 1 Chron. 17.4.

One whose plans had been crossed ; whose wish had
been denied ; does not that touch the case of many,
without distinetion of age, sex, or position ? And some
may be willing to confess that it was right ; that their
plans were unwise, their wishes selfish, their projects
made without regard to the pleasure and glory of God,
But others may have formed plans as pure and noble as
those of David ; God has stopped them ; they try to say
with resignation, ** Thy will be done,” but they cannot
“give thanks" in this matter. The command in the
Golden Text is more than they can fulfill.

But look at the model given us to-day. What was it
that made David joyful and enabled him to give thanks
in the crossing of the very project nearest to his heart ?

It was, first, his realization of his own insignificance
before God: *Whoam I, O Lord God, and what is my
house?* It was no dreadful thing to him to have his
plans crossed, so low was his estimation of the person
who had planoed them. One puffed up with self-right
eousness might have thought the prohibition to build the
temple himself an ill recompense for his piety and devo-
tion. David, on the contrary, thought little of his own
merits, 8¢’ there was no wounded pride to rankle in his
heart.
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It was, secondly, his lively apprehension of what God ‘morlzed Version) which is **Jehovah God." As not
had promised him in the future. See vers, 19, 25-20. He |seldom elsewhere, the too timid conservatism of the
was not swallowed up in the present, He was not ab- | English Old Testament Revisers has been wisely aban-
sorbed in matters within the limits of his own earthly ldoned by the American company. There is absolutely
life. Helooked farther on and saw the honor put upon | no reason why the personal name which we write ** Je-
his son (in building the temple of God), the kingdom se- | hovah * should be given up in deference to Jewish
cured to his family, and, dimly, it may be, but with the | superstition. In the present phrase the usual Jewish
eye of faith, the everlasting blessing that was to rest on | substitute, Adonai, ** Lord ™ (better here Addni, * my
One born of his race, in whom all nations were to be | Lord,") was already in the text, and so Elohim, ** God,"

blessed. Ver, 20; comp. Psa. 72. 17,

And, thirdly, it was his knowledge based on experi-
ence of the supreme greatness, wisdom, and goodness of
the Lord, who had substituted for his servant's plan
something larger and better. Vers, 21-24,

The teacher cannot ask the young people in his class
to give thanks and praise to God even when he sets aside
their plans, unless they are already acquainted with
him as One who has redeemed and adopted them into
his family. This must come first. But he can set be.
fore them the blessedness of a believer who is able
“in every thing [to] give thanks," because he knows
God, and knows not only that **all things work together
for good to them that love™ him, but also that trial it-
self is working out for them **a far more exceeding and
ete_mal weight of glory.”

Cambridge Notes.

The festival described in the last chapter had not ex-
hausted David’s conception of the honor due to the ark
of God. Dwelling himself in a splendid palace, he soon
felt the unseemliness of leaving Israel's glory to the
poor shelter of a tent. His feeling rightly expressed
the truth that man owes his very best to God, and should
never be satisfled while there is any thing left that he
can pay. We shall consider later on what was gained
and what lost for the people by the substitution of
temple for tabernacle; here we are only concerned
with the reasons why David was not allowed to have
his wish. David himself summarizes these (1 Chron. 22,
8; 28.3) as based upon his perpetual wars: the words
may have been an additional message not recorded
here, but more probably represent a correct apprecia-
tion of the drift of chap. 7.6-16, Jehovah brings be-

was read for Yahweh, indicated by writing this

YehOwén, Other men whom Jehovah called ** my serv-
| ant™ gratefully called him *my Lord." Comp. Gen.
\ 15. 2, 8; Deut. 3.24; 9, 26. VER. 19, And i8 this the
law of man ? (margin). Here for once the Authorized
Version seems to give the meaning better than the Re-
vised Version text, but the ‘phrase is very difficult and
doubtful. We may perhaps understand it as empha-
sizing the vast difference between the ways of God and
| of men : to give such hoaor to one immeasurably inferior
isnot **the law of men." The sentiment in Chronicles is
more commonplace and 18 hardly likely to give the true
reading. VER. 20, The thought reminds us of John 21.
17. VER.21. Word's. Both the LXX. and Chronicles
read ** servant'’s,” but the meaning is not materially af-
| fected; the * word™ was that which gave David the
‘ proud title of Jehovah's ** servant.” We must closely
| join the clause with the next as a grateful reminiscence
of 1 8am. 13. 14, **Thou hast called me thy servant and
hast declared thy pleasure in me, in that I am striving to
do thy will and not my own. To such a man hast thou
given this greatness as a sacred trust to be employed for
| thee.” VER. 22, The greatness of Jehovah is shown
by the far-reaching purpose with which he bestowed
greatness on his servant. O Jehovah God. The suita-
ble mode of address when dwelling on God's power.
None like thee. How prominent this thought of the
| uniqueness of their national God was among the Israel-
| ites may be seen from passages like Exod. 15. 11: Deut,
18.24; 4.85; 18am, 2, 2; Mark 12. 32, and from the fre-
‘quency of names such as ** Micha-el” (* Who is like
God ?"), ** Micha-iah,” ** Micah," ete. (** Who like Jeho-
vah?") Any God. Worthy of the name, Heathen gods
were always regarded as real evil powers, but immeas-
.umbly weaker than Jehovah., According. It is not a

fore his servant's eyes the long ages of
during which Israel was being trained in the school of
strife and change for the peace which should come at
last. And while the people were not settled Jehovah
would not dwell in a settled habitation, but in a tent
which moved about with them. And so Jehovah would
make David a house, that he and his line might finish
the appointed work; then tbey should build a house
for Jehovah, a sign that their wanderings were
over and they could enter into his rest. As with
all the divine ideals of prophecy, the fulfillment was
gradual, Men were raised to inherit the divine Son-
ship and dispense to the people the blessings that should
come through Jehovah's anointed. But these ‘* mes-
siahs ' successively proved unequal to their lofty func-
tions, until at last that which was in part was done
away. The anointed Son of Jehovah, the heir of David,
raised on earth a ** house " that should never fail, the
mystic temple of his body, the deathless universal
Church of God, Carefully study the application of ver.
14 in Heb. 1. 5.

VER. 18, Sat. Apparently David sat in meditation
first, and then uttered this prayer standing, the con-
stant posture of worship. Before Jehovah. That is, in
ihe tent where the ark was. My Lord Jehovah. 8o
read here and in vers, 28, 20. It must be carefully dis-
tinguished from **LORD God (Chronicles here in Au-

mere inf 3 they have heard the vaunted prowess
of their neighbors' false gods, and knew at what to value
it. The phrase "' All that we have heard " will include
also the traditions of their own race. Psa. 44.1, 8qq.
VER. 23. Because there is no God like Jehovah, there can
be no nation like that which he upholds. What one.
The LXX. reads * What other,” differing only by the
corner of a letter; the *‘tittle" of Matt. 5. 18. But the
margin is far better, and is a fine phrase. Went. * He
visited and redeemed his people.” Comp. Exod. 8. 8, ete.
Redeem. The allegory in this profoundly important
word must not he pressed too far, but we can realize the
vividness of the metaphor, in which under the figure of
a master purchasing a slave we have set forth the
great truths that God's people had been in bondage, that
he had delivered them, and that he claimed them for his
own. For apeople. Comp. 1 Pet. 2. 10; Hos, 2.1. To
make, ete. That is, to reveal himself to his creatures who
do not know him. For you. A palpable mistake of a
scribe instead of **for them " Moreover, * for thy land *
has no claim to be the true text, and we must therefore
follow the LXX. reading and give *'to do great things
and terrible, to drive out nations apnd gods before thy
people whom thou redeemedst out of Egypt.” Great
things. Comp. Deut. 10. 21. VER. 24. Establish. Comp.
ver, 13. Forever, David’s words were fulfilled in the
highest sense as he never dreamed. Gal. 6, 16. VER. 25,
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The rest of the prayer is simply an entreaty that the
promises just given by Jehovah may be fulfilled. Was
it distrust that prompted such an apparently superfluous
request? Rather is it a type of what prayer should al-
ways be—a dwelling upon God's promises, that the act
may produce capacity to receive them, VER. 26. Mag-
nified. This is evidently the tribute of foreign nations ;
the foes of Israel were to acknowledge it with terror, his
friends to hasten to share his faith and his blessedness,
Comp. Psa. 47. 1 9; 67. passim (Rev. Ver.), etc. This
generous spirit toward the Gentile nations seems to have
been a mark of David and his age; later intercourse
with the heathen did the Israelites such almost unmixed
harm that a severe exclusiveness sprang up. And the
house. The ideal of national prosperity is to be the sov-
ereignty of Jehovah Sabaoth in heaven and his vice-
regentof the house of David on earth. For this close
coupling of the divine Ruler with the human comp. Hos.
3.5; 1Chron. 2. 20. VER. 27. Revealed. See note on
1 sam. 9. 15 (August 4). Found in his heart. The *in"
should not be there ; ** found courage ™' (comp. margin)
isa better rendering. David feels thata prayer of this
kind would be extremely presumptuous but for the di-
vine promise. VER. 28. Thou art @God, Comp. 1 Kings
18. 39, from the same root as the Hebrew word ** amen."
Comp. 2 Cor. 1. 20; John 14, 6;17.17.  VER. 20. Letthe
house. Better *the house shall." The close of the
prayer is the confident assurance of an answer.

The Liesson Council.

Question 3. In what respect does the blessing on
the house of David continue forever?

Doubtless in David's thought it was a promise that his
descendants should occupy the throne for many genera-
tions. And this promise was fulfilled for nearly five
centuries, which is a long period for a single dynasty.
But it receives enduring fulfiliment in ** great David's
greater Son,” who is the king of a spiritual kingdom,
ruling over the hearts of men, and who shall reign for-
ever.—J. L. Hurlbut.

In a strictly literal sense, David's line may be hope-
Jessly broken, and his house buried deep in the grave
of history. But in a nobler sense than the literal,
David still survives in the triumphant Messiah and his
house in the Christian Church. The *household of
faith.” the ** general assembly and churech of the first-
born,” and even ** the bride, the Lamb's wife," are New
Testament equivalents for the Old Testament phrase,
“ the house of David." Itison David’s house thus per-
petuated that the blessing continues torever.—Rev. J.
E. Adams.

No monarch ever ruled a nation with a fraction of the
power that Jesus exerts over the world to-day. Jesus
was David’s lineal descendant, and if David could have
foreseen clearly the outcome of Jewish history, and the
glorious development of Christendom, his loftiest ambi-
tions for his posterity would have been infinitely more
than realized. Christ's kingdom is an everlasting king-
dom, and its glory more than fulfills every promise
given to David.—Robert R. Doherty.

Liesson Word-FPicture.

|

|

what was David's house? " His mind goes back in
thought to those humble, distant, shepherd-days. He
sees David going out with his tather's flock, leading them
to the still waters sparkling in the sun, or to pastures
green, or to the shadow of a great rock at noon, or to the
sheltering fold at night. And this humble shepherd-
boy God afterward made king: took him from the very
sheep-fold to bow before Samuel that he might receive
the anointing oil.

still bowed is the monarch's head and husted the place
of prayer. What a great Jehovah s this Lord God hon-
oring David! How he has exalted Israei' What a
march that was whereby Israel's great captain led the
people out of Egypt! How he opened the gates of the
sea and marched them through the night, his own glo-
rious Presence leading them on! What a name God
made for himself, so that the nations looking up saw in
letters of fire, JEHOVAH! David looks abroad and
sees this people, Israel, r d unto God, ished
in Canaan, down in its valleys, along its hills, the people
of God ** forever.”

Still bowed is David's head ; still hushed the place of
prayer. And David's house, 0! what will it be? Does
he anticipate the splendid reign of a son like Solomon ?
Can he see the stately armies marching out to victory ?
Can he see the ships winging thelr way over the sun-lit
sea, the long camel-trains filing over plain and hill, all
bringing to Jerusalem the offerings of the nations? It
is enough for David to know it his house will ever be
continued before God, and if the smile of Jehovah's
blessing will ever be the sunshine resting upon it.

Blackboard.

pS PROM,
10 DAVIp

G

EXPLANATION. God's promise was fulfilled to David,
after twenty-eight generations had passed away, in
Christ’s kingdom, which will last forever. [Refer to the
first chapter of Matthew.]

DIRECTIONS. Draw the crown with deep orange
yellow, and the rays with light yellow ; the word ** Ev-
erlasting " with green or red. The words above the
crown should be white, also the Cross; the words be-
neath the crown in blue or pink.

Primary and Intermediate.
LESSON THOUGHT. A thankful heart is a*happy

DAVID has gone before his God. His head is bowed | heart.

in the stiliness all about him. His heart, too, is bowed
with a sense of the great and honorable communication
just made to him by Nathan, the prophet.
rael’s God, purposing to establish David's house forhim?

* Why," he is saying to himself, ** who was David? and | her Mary.

Jehovah, 1s- | has many of the

God's Gifts. Show picture of a bright, happy-look-
ing child. If itisa photograph of one you know, who
good things of life, the illustration
will be the better. Tell the child’s name. We will call
Interest in ber home, her belongings, her
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opportunities, ete. Who gives her all these good things ?
Show that all things are from God, and ask what chil-
dren would think of Mary if she was unhappy, fretful,
fault-finding? Would her father and mother be pleased
to have her ungrateful? Would God be pleased ?
Now show picture of a poor child. Look for the good
gifts that have been given to this one. Speak of com-
mon things which we often forget are gifts of God
—air, sunshine, bird-songs, eyes to see, ears o hear, a
heart to love, ete., ete. Has this one some thing to be
thankful for? Teach that there is no one who can be
excused from a thankful spirit. Tell about Laura
Bridgman, blind, deaf, dumb, yet glad, cheerful, and
happy. For many years she lived in this way, and died
in ber old age, thanking God for his great goodness,
What David wanted to do. Recall David's life. He
had passed through many trials. He had waited more
than twenty years for the fulllment of God's promise.
Now, his years of sorrow and exile ended, he was at
peace, and his heart was full of thankfuluess to God.
Show that David wanted to do something for the Lord.
Tell the lesson story, and show that the Lord was
pleased to have David feel like building him a house,
though he did not let him do just the thing he wanted
todo. The time had not yetcome for this work, and
some one else was to do it.
What we can do. David was
PRAYER a great, rich, prosperous king.
Yet he could not do just as he
L\ wanted to. He was the Lord's
servant. David asked the Lord
to let him build a beautiful
church. The Lord said no, but
his son should build it. If any
child wants to build a house for
the Lord to live in, he may!
Think of it! You may do what David could not with
all his power and riches. Make a small church on the
board—around it draw a large heart. God says we may
be temples. We must help to build these temples by
faith and prayer and obedience. Talk about the stones
we put into them—the love-stone, the patience-stone,
the willing-to-help-stone. Are these good? Will hasty
tempersstone, t fll-will-stone, cigarette-
stone, self-will-stone, make a beautiful temple? God
wants us all to build for him. And Jesus will help if we
ask him ! Ask different scholars in the class what kind
of a stone they would put into this great building.

Rerean Methods.
The Teachers’ Meeting.

This lesson can best be studied textually- sentence by
sentence. ... At the outset fix the probable time of writ~
ing of psalm. ...Count up some of the many great bless-
ings for which David was and should have been thank-
ful....Now reverse the slate, and count up how many
things he had to mourn over and to grumble about
If we had as many bitter experiences as he, which
would we have done—thanked God, or grumbled?...
Relation of Israel to other nations at this date. How
great a king was David, and how great a nation was
Israel in the eyes of other nations?....Notice how log-
fcal is the close of David's thanksgiving—he will do

ANALYTICAL AND BIBLICAL OUTLINE.
The Prayer of David,

1. A Praver or Humniry,
Who am I, O Lord God? v. 18,
** Not worthy of the least.” Gen. 32. 10,
* What is man. ... mindful ? Psa. 8.4,
I1. A PraYER OF GRATITUDE.
Alsoof thy servant’s house. v. 19,
* Blessed be the Lord.” 1 Kings 1. 48.
* Unto children’s children.” Psa. 103, 17,

III. A Praver oF Praise.
Thou art great, O Lord God. v. 22,
** Great is the Lord.” 1 Chron. 16. 25,
*Who is a strong Lord " Psa. 80, 8,
IV. A Pravkr oF I'HANKSGIVING,
Confirmed to thyself thy people. v. 24,
** Happy art thou, O Israel." Deut. 33. 29,
*  *“Not dealt 8o with any nation.” Psa. 147,20,
V. A PRAYER OF SUPPLICATION,
Do as thow hast said. v. 25.
* Promises of God....are yea." 2 Cor, 1. 20,
* Thy word is truth.” John 17. 17,

THOUGH'TS FOR YOUNG PEOPLE,
Causes for Thanksgiving.

1. Follow David's example. Figure up the causes
for thanksgiving. Is your home & Christian home? Is
it a comfortable home ? Have you a mother to be thank-
ful for, a father, pleasant society, good health? Has
your home life thus far been a steadily prosperous one ?
But who are you, as David said, and what is your home,
that all these things have been done for you ? and should
you not be thankful ?

2. Follow David’s example. Not only in counting
up your mercies, but in properly estimating your appar-
ent disadvantages. Perhaps you are not healthy, or
wealthy ; perhaps your home is bereft of many of the
comforts that some of your associates enjoy. Perhaps it
is bereft of dear ones, infinitely dearer than any mere
inanimate blessing. Perhaps as you read the last para-
graph, your answer to almost every question was no.
Remember, then, that David was in nearly your plight.
It is true that he was king, but what dark chapters there
were in his life; how much of sorrow must have
wrirkled his brow, and bent his back, and whitened his
hair before he wrote this hymn. When he went on the
streets a crowd of people gathered around him, and
clapped their hands and hurrahed ; they thought only of
his glory, but could David forget Absalom? Could he
forget the severe sorrows, which, one after another,
blighted his happiness? Could he forget the long
ilinesses, the heavy strain on his judgment? He had
just as much to mourn over as he had to be glad about,
but he was a wise man and fixed his eyes on his bless-
ings. Follow David’s example in that.

3. Follow David’s example in remembering that if all
the good and all the evil in life be counted up and bal-
anced, the margin will always be on the side of the good.
There is always more to rejoice over than to mourn over,
for God lives and he is our Father, and his love will not

something for God—an tous. The dictates of
commou gratitude prompted him as they should prompt
us,

References, FOSTER'S CYCLOPEDIA. Prose, 5667,
5668, 5670-5673, 3009, 11945-11951. Ver. 18: Prose, 9668,
9660, 9671, Ver. 19: 5387-5300, Ver. 22: Prose, 2507;

cease to fest itself to us in this life and in the life to
come. b

4. Follow David's example in not only singing God's
praise and recounting his mercies, but in doing seme-
thing. David thought he would build & house for God ;
he made & mistake when he planned that; he was not
the man to do it, but he did what he could. Goyouand

Poetical, 1497. Ver. 20: Prose, 2720.

do likewise
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HOME READINGS,
M. David’s thanksgiving prayer. 2 Sam. 7. 18-29,
7w. David's good intention. = Sam. 7. 1-9,
W. God's promise. 2 Sam. 7. 10-17.
Th. Remembrance of the promise. 1 Chron. 28.1-8.
F. A strong helper. Psa. 30,
5. Safe trusting. Isa. 26,1-9.
®. The dayof prayer. Matt. 6. 1-8,

GOLDEN TEXT.

In every thing give thanks: for this is the will of
God in Christ Jesus concerning you. 1 Thess, 5. 18,

TIME.~1042 B. C.
PLACE.—Jerusalem.
DOCTRINAL SUGGESTION.—Gratitude to God.

LESSON HMYMNS.

No. 250, Dominion Hymnal.
0 for a heart to praise my God,
A heart from sin set free!

No. 23, Dominion Hymnal.
1 will sing of my Redeemer,
And his wond’rous love to me.

No. 146, Dominion Hymnal.
n happy song our voices we will raise,
In happy song the Saviour's name to praise.

How firm a foundation.
Ocould I speak,
Lead, kindly Light.
Thine forever !
Trusting, in his word.
Beula!, land.

Come with rejoicing.
Our glad jubilee.
Thanksgiving hymn.
‘We plow the flelds.
Swell the anthem,

QUESTIONS FOR SENIOR STUDENTS.
1. Mercies to David.
Into what place did David go to make his prayer ?
‘What characteristic of this king is shown in this

rayer ?
What are the mercies which he felt had been shown

to him

To what did David ascribe them?

What tribute does he make to Jehovah's power ?

What was David's feeling that the purpose of God was
toward him in this mercy ? ver. 21.

What is the purpose of all dealing of God with men ?
1Tim. 2. 3, 4.

How is his wealth of mercy to men shown? Eph. 2.

2. Mercies to lsrael.

‘What does David recall as a proof of God’s mercy to
the nation ?

In what way had God confirmed Israel to himself ?

What sign of his covenant was at that very time before
the sight of the people ?

What changes had occurred in the external condition
of lt.:‘ke na:llonlnlnre Slnnl‘ ? & David i

e what language of praise vid's ascription in

ver. 237 Deut. 4. '7.“: 4
3. Mercies to David’s House,

‘What is the petition which David isled to make in view
of God's mercy ?

O“fm men to take God’s promises as matters of course,
or still pray for their fulf 'nent? Why?

What was the real occasion of all this prayer ?

For what mercies did David pray ?

‘What ought to be the Christian’s supreme desire ?

What {8 the pre-eminent duty of every Christian?
1 Thess. 5. 18,

Practical Teachings.
1t s easy to remember God in adversity, or in want,
or in danger. Men always do.

1t is not easy to remember God in prosperity, in afflu-
ence, in comfort. Men seldom do.

P

How ready we are to ask for what we want! How
forgetful to give thanks for what we recelve !

David rded God as his teacher, Do you? Da-
vid's gratitude kept pace with his mercies. Does yours ?

Let us learn loyalty, gratitude, trust, an

| in prayer from this lesson.

of his reign ?

|
!

Hints for Home Study.
1. Make an analysis of David's prayer, *ud study it to
know how to pray.
2. Co 2 Chron, 6.

H—"lC mpare it with Solomon's prayer.

3. Read verses 1-17 of this chapter tofind the occasion
of this prayer.
4 David engaged in the early years

. In what wars was
5. Find all the references there are to Nathan, and
sarn of what importance he was to David's kingdom.

QUESTIONS FOR INVERMEDIATE SCHOLARS,
1. Mercies to David, vs, 18-22,
‘Where did David go to speak to the Lord ?
What question did he ask about himself and his house ?
What did he say about God's promise for the future ?
‘What was this promise ? vs. 12, 13.
For the sake of what had God done these things?
Waat did David say about God's greatness ?
2. Mercies to Israel, vs, 23, 24,
‘What did the king ask about Israel?
What had God done for his penple ?
How long was Israel to be God’s people?
Who was to be their God forever?
3. Mercies to David's House, vs, 25-29,
‘What was the king's prayer for his house ?
What was his prayer about God’s name ?
What had encouraged David to thus pray ?
What did he think of God's words?
How long did he desire God's blessing to continue ?
For what ought we to give thanks to God? (Golden:

Text.)
Teachings of the Lesson.
‘Where in this lesson are we mu’;m—
1. That God s the author of all our mercies ?
2. That we ought to thank God for his gifts?
3. That we may rely on God's promises ?

Home Work for Young Bereans,

By whom did God send his promise to David ?
Learn what was the greatest blessing God gave to the:
house of David.

QUESTIONS FOR YOUNGER SCHOLARS.
\\r"pn did David want to do? Build a house for the:

To whom did he spenk about it ? To Nathan,
Who was Nathan ? A pro'r.llel.

b What did he tell David? To do all that was in his:
eart,

l‘\,’0"!'10 sent & message to David by Nathan? The:
ord,
With whom was the Lord pleased? With David.
Did he want David to build him a house? He did not..
What did he promise to give 10, David ? son.
What did he say the son shculd do? Bulld him a

ouxe.

What did God say he would establish? A kingdonx
for David's son.

How did David feel when he heard this? Very

appy.

Where did he go? Into the presence of the Lord.

What did he do there? He thanked the Lord.

For what did he thank him? For all his kindness.

What did he feel and say? That he did not de-
serve it.

What did he ask the Lord to do?
and blessing him.

mhat does God love to see in & heart? A thankful
sp

' Words with Little People.

DAVID'S WISH.

David wished to build a house for the Lord. The Lord
was pleased with the wish, tho h he did not let him do
the work. God cares more for what he sees in our hearts
than for the work our hands are able to do.

DAVID'S WONDER.

David wondered that the Lord would bless him so
when he did not deserve it.

God blesses the child who trusts him, not because the:
cbgdb{s good, but because he is good, and loves to help
and bless,

To keep on loving
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T THE LESSON CATECHISM. CATECHISM QUESTION,
[For the entire school.]

1. What led David to make his prayer to Jehovah?

God's promisa concerning his house,

47. Why did God create all things?
For his own pleasure: to show forth His glory, and to

was the character of this prayer? It was give happiness to His creatures.

2. What
fllled with gratiiude,

Worthy art Thou, our Lord and our God, to receive the

3. What apostolic injunction could find its prototype | glory and the honor and the power : for Thou didst create

in this prayer? ** In every thing give thanks,” etc.

all things, and beenui-e l;(l thy will they were, and were
lation iv. 11.

4. For what does tae rnyer first express 7| created.

Mercies to himself and bis family.

5. What thought next draws out his love? God's

mercies to lsrael.

Of Him, and through Him, and unto Him, are all thirgs,
To Him be the glory for ever. Amen.—Rumans xi. 86,

6. For what does he last pray? That they be con- The heavens declare the glory of God ; and the firma-

tinued forever.

went showeth His handywork.—Psalm xix. 1.

B. C. 1042-1024.]

Authorized Version.
Psa. 32. 1-11. [Commit to memory verses 1,2.]

| 1 Blessed is he whose transgression
' is forgiven, whose sin is covered.

2 Blessed is the man unto whom
the LORD imputeth not iniquity, and
| in whose spirit there is no guile.

3 When I kept silence, my bones
waxed old through my roaring all
the day long:

4 For day and night thy hand was heavy upon me:
my moisture is turned into the drought of summer.
Se’lah, .

5 I acknowledged my sin unto thee, and mine iniquity
have I not hid, 1 said, I will confess my transgressions
unto the Lorp; and thou forgavest the iniquity of my
sin. Se’lah.

6 For this shall every one that is godly pray unto thee
in a time when thou mayest be found: surely in the

LESSON 1V. SIN, FORGIVENESS, AND PEACE,

[Oct. 27.
Revised Version,
1 Blessed is he whose transgression is forgiven, whose:
sin is covered.
2 Blessed is the man unto whom the LORD imputeth
not iniquity,
And in whose spirit there is no guile.
3 When [ kept silence, my bones waxed old
Through my roaring all the day long.
4 For day and night thy hand was heavy upon me :
My moisture was changed as with the drought of
summer. L8e’lah,
5 I acknowledge my sin unto thee, and mine iniquity
have Inot hid :
I sald, T will confess my transgressions unto the:
LORD}
And thou forgavest the iniquity of my sin. [Se’lah.
6 For this let every one that is godly pray unto thee in
a time when thou mayest be found :
Surely when the great waters overflow they shall not
reach unto him.
7 Thou art my hiding place : thou wilt preserve me from

floods of great waters they shall not come nigh unto trouble ;

him, Thou wilt compass me about with songs of deliver-
7 Thou art my hiding-place; th h rese) ance. [Se’lah.
; 4 g 00 SIRIE penssve e 8 I will instruct thee and teach thee in the way which

from trouble; thou shalt compass me about with songs
of deliverance. Se’lah.

8 I will instruct thee and teach thee in the way which
thou shalt go: I will guide thee with mine eye.

9 Be ye not a¢ the horse, or as the mule, which have
no understanding : whose mouth must be held in with
bit and bridle, lest they come near unto thee.

10 Many sorrows shall be to the wicked: but he that
trusteth in the LORD, mercy shall compass him about.

11 Be glad in the LorD, and rejoice, ye righteous:
and shout for joy, all ye that are upright in heart.

thou shalt go:
1 will counsel thee with mine eye upon thee.
9 Be ye not as the horse, or as the mule, which have no
understanding :
Whose trappings must be bit and bridle to hold
them in,
Else they will not come near unto thee,
10 Many sorrows shall be unto thee wicked :
But he that trusteth in the LORD, mercy shall compass-
him about.
11 Be glad in the LORD, and rejoice, ye righteous :
And shout for joy, all ye that are upright in heart.

EXPOSITORY NOTES.

Introductory. —David’s prayer of thanksgiving in the
last lesson exhibited him in a8 most elevated and ecstatic
frame of mind ; we now pass to view an opposite phase
of hisinner life, the misery of transg sin,

deep guilt, and cried out, ** T have sinned against Jeho-
vah." 18am. 12, 13. Psa. 51 is but an expansion of’
those words. Then Nathan responded, ** Jehovah also
hath put away thy sin; thou shalt not die.” This

and iniquity is p! d and and | Psa. 82 1s David's celebration of that most gracious act
God's mercy in its pardon celebrated. This is one of | of Jehovah.

the six so-called penitential psalms, the others being | The psalm is designated asa ** Maschil,” a term which
Psa. 6, 38, 51, 102, 130, 143. It is generally believed to | is found at the head of twelve other psalms. Itis com-

to have reference to the great sin of David's life (see | monly sup

1 Kings 15, 5), and designed to extol the mercy of God

d to mean a ** ic poem,” &
tion designed to give instruction. But other psalms not

in granting him forgiveness. In that case it has a nota- | 80 designated appear to be equally well adapted to give
ble relationship with Psa. 51, in which we read the ear- | instruction. Ewald thinks the word denotes the skillful
nest pleadings of a broken and a contrite heart, acknowl- | and artistic manner in which these psalms were to be re-

edging his terrible guilt, confessing blood-guiltiness, and

cited. De Wette explains it as an intricate, figurative-

praying for merey and pardon. When Nathan convicted | discourse. But it s evident from the immense wmount.
David of his sin, the king did not deny but confessed his | of learned speculation over this word and other similar
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inscriptions of the psalms, that no one can now tell with
certainty the precise meaning. The same is true of
“gelah,” which oceurs three times in this psalm. Many |
of them, probably, are ancient te¢hnical terms for tunes, |
melodies, or instruments with which the psalm was to |
be sung. They are incidental evidences of the great
antiquity of these poems, their exact import being man-
ifestly unknown to the Septuagint translators some two
centuries before Christ.

Verse 1. Blessed. This word, of frequent occur-
rence in the psalms, is in the plural in the Hebrew, and
stands in independent grawmatical construction, like an

passioned exc fon, O the ! O the
felicities, the manifold experiences of happiness !
Such an exclamation well becomes one deep in guilt, to
whom came such & word as tlat uttered by Nathan in
the latter part of 1 Sam, 12. 13, assuring him that the

4, Day and night thy hand....upon me. God's
hand kept pressing and seemed very heavy. The
guilty conscience may hide its load awhile from man’s
gaze, but the weight of terrible conviction, wrought by
the Spirit of God within the soul, allows no rest by day
or by night. Such powerful conviction is well repre-
sented as the pinching pressure of a heavy hand, My
moisture, The vital forces are here conceived as the
sap or juice of a tree, and the metaphor fs that of a
withered tree or plant parched by the drought of sum-
mer. The Palestinian summer is usually a period of

drought, showers rarely falling between May and
October.
5. 1 acknowledged my sin. As soon as Nathan

spoke the convicting word. 2 Sam. 12. 13. But it was
not one confession, quickly made and as quickly forgot-
ten, but as Psa. 51. 3 puts it: “I acknowledge my

Lord had caused bis sin to pass away. ‘Transg

s forgiven. .. .sin is covered. These words are won-
derfully suggestive as to the nature of sin and pardon.
The word for forgiven is * lifted up,” and both this and
the word covered are metaphors. The one suggests
the idea of lifting up & heavy burden and removing it
from off one ; the other, that of hiding offen-

transg i and my sin is ever before me.” Mine
iniquity have I mot hid. The redeeming aspect of
David's attitude in his great sin was the promptness
and profound contrition with which he made his cen=
fession, and the absence of any attempt to conceal it.
When guilty man makes no attempt to hide his iniquity,
but it ly, then God hides it. The in-

sive out of sight. God’s infinite grace provides these
unspeakable bevefits for erring, sinful man, the lifting
.of the burden of his transgressions, the covering of his
shameful sinfulness.

2. Imputeth not iniquity. To impute any thing to
one is to charge it against him, to reckon it to him as
something for which he is responsible ; and in the case
of any sin, to reckon it against him as that for which be
deserves punishment. We should study the word in.
iquity in connection with the words transgression
and sin in the previous verse. All together these
terms convey a most profound and comprehensive view
of the doctrine of human sinfulness. The word trans-
lated transgression carries with it in Hebrew usage
the idea of revolt, rebellion, and 18 to be considered as
a fault or trespass conceived as an apostasy from some
bond of allegiance. It involves essentially the idea of
a consclous actual violation of moral law. The word
for sin, on the other hand, means the missing of &
mark; hence failure, shortcoming, an action that has
miscarried, and a moral condition of having fallen
short of some standard of requirement. It 0 becomes
the more generic word for sinfulness—a perverted
moral condition. Iniquity is from a root that means
to twist, or distort, and denotes rather the inherent
badness of a perverted nature, the accumulated
elements of evil which such a soul takes up into itself
as conscious guilt. When one has realized the enor-
mity of this fold nature of and has ob-
tained remission, how well may he exult in the mani-
fold blessedness of the redemption! No guile. No de-
ceit, dishonesty, or fraud. How transparent and beau-
tiful the spirit of him whose burden of transgression
has been lifted off, his sin covered, and his damning in-
iquity no longer reckoned against him !

3. 1 kept silence. He kept his consclousness of
guilt shut up within his own bosom. He hoped that his
sin might not become known, and so endeavored to
smother the dark secret in his own heart. My bones
waxed old. 8o terrible became the burden that it
seemed the very foundation and framework of his body
was wasting away. Through my roaring. Though
silent as to his guilt and sio he could not refrain from
crying eut at times for very anguish; nay, as the con-
stant pressure bore upon bim, even to torment, he

seemed to himself as roaring like a wild beast all the

day long. The next verse explains further,

iquity of my sin. All the inwrought distortion and in-
herent wickedness of my sin. See note on verse 2
above. In verse 2 the Iniquity was spoken of as not
imputed, not reckoned up and charged against the sin-
ner; here it is thought of as * forgiven,” lifted. This
could be done only by a divine power, and the thought
is d by the pi of the pronoun
** thon."

6. For this. Because thou forgivest the iniquity of
sin, when the transgressor confesses and prays for par-
don. Shall every one that is godly pray unto thee.
Or, ** Let every one” that is of a pious and rever-
ent heart pray unto thee. His own rich experience of
the divine favor leads him thus to commend prayer to
others like himself. When thou mayest be found.
Before the offense has gone unconfessed so long, and
the heart so hardened by cherishing its iniquity, that
there is left no room for repentance. Floods....shall
not come nigh unto him, The sinner who persists
in his iniquity shall certainly be swept away L the
floods of divine judgment, and so miserably perish.
But he who has godly yearnings, and prays unto God,
confessing his sins, shall not be thus caught and carried
into perdition.

7. Thou art my hiding-place. Or, * thou arta cov-
ering unto me.” He not only covers up his sin. as in
verse 1 above, but shelters the redeemed soul in the
covert of his grace, soas to preserve him from trouble ;
that is, from any real distress, straits, or afiliction.
Compass. ... with songs of deliverance, Exulting
shouts of triumph arise as if from many friends sur-

ding him. He is sur d with such songs rather
than with enemies.

8. 1 will instruet. .. teach. Many have understood
these words as coming from Jehovah, for the obvious
reason that God only is able to give such instruction
and guidance as this, and the pronominal object of the
verbs, thee, could not refer to God. But this pro-
nominal suMx may as well be understood of any one to
whom David might address himself as a counselor.
Like Peter, having become himself converted, lfie would
now strengthen his brethren. Comp. Luke 22, 32. So
also in Psa. 51. 13, he expresses the confidence that,
when divinely restored, he will teach transgressors the
ways of the Lord, and sinners shall be coaverted unto
him. We accordingly understand that it is David who
speaks in this verse, and expresses a holy purpose and
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desire to instruct others who need the lessons he him-
self has learned. 1 will guide thee with mine eye.
This is admitted by all critical expositors to be an inac-
curate translation. The Revised Version has ** I will
counsel thee with mine eye upon thee,” and this agrees
substantially with the margin of the common version.
The thought is, 1 will give counsel, I will admonish
thee, and have a tender regard for thee, and keep mine
«eye upon thee like a loving friend and guardian.

9. Not as the horse....mule. That is, stubborn,

bl This follows

after the tender appeal of the previous verse. As much
as to say, Be therefore gentle and ylelding, not ob-
stinateand mulish, Let the kind counsel of a loving
triend and the appealing glance of his eye control thee
rather than make it necessary to use bit and bridle,
and so compel submission. Lest they come. Rather,
* glse they are not near thee." The clause gives a rea-
gon for the use of bit and bridle, for these animals are
supposed not to come or keep near without such com-
pulsion.

10. Many sorrows... .the wicked... .he that
trusteth, .. merey. A regular antithetic Hebrew par-
allelism, enunciating a general truth that runs all
through the divine revelation. All special providences,
all bitter experiences, and all lofly soul-triumphs serve
t0 enhance these general and fundamental doctrines of
the word of God, Mercy shall compass., Like the
free air, and like the glorious sunshine.

11. Be glad. .. rejolce. . .shout. How wonderful
that such exultation may follow such transgression, in-
iquity, andsin! Only the perfection of grace in redemp-
tion, working ugh the most p and
grief for sin, can lead to this. There must be the full-
‘st confession of the heart, the most earnest prayer of
faith, the holiest purpose to cease from all sin. When
all these divine and human conditions are met, there is
remission, a freedom of spirit, a sense of deliverance
and of divine mercy that causes all within the ran-
somed nature to rejoice. This is the essence of the
“* foy unspeakable and full of glory." Comp. 1 Pet. 1. 8,

In this psalm we profitably study :

1. The manifold evil and terrible heinousness of the
iblical conception of sin.

2. The fearful struggle of a guilty soul under the
power of intense conviction. Comp. Rom. 7. 24, and con-
1ext.

3. The of and in or-
«der to obtain the divine compassion.

4. The unspeakable blessedness and wonders of the
pardon of sin. " O the depth of the riches,” etc.
‘Comp. Rom. 11. 33,

5. ** God’s bits and bridles, the mules who need them,
-and reasons why we ought not to be of the number.”—
Spurgeon.

&, The unspeakable joy of the redeemed.

¥English Teacher’'s Notes.

"I'HE other day there was a great thunder-storm ; loud
and long peals of thunder rolled over the house, and the
«arkness outside was continually lit up by vivid flashes
©of lightning. Torrents of rain fell, and in many places
dt must have poured like a river. Safe in the house, we
thought of the many who must, outside, be exposed to
the pitiless storm. What a difference between their lot
and ours !

A day or two before a friend had told me of a little
igirl whom she had met wandering alone in the street,
Tarely saved from belng run over, unable to say where

she was going or where she lived, exposed, uncon-
sciously, toall kinds of danger. What a difference be-
tween that wanderer and the child safe under the
mother’'s eye !

Every day there are round about us, though not, per-
haps, in our sight, multitudes of troubled, anxious, sor-
rowful faces. And here and there are glad ones—
brightness and rejoicing. Again, what a difference !

Three similar contrasts are suggested in the psalm for
our lesson to-day. There is the terrible storm—the
* great waters " overflowing (such as David must have
seen in the * swelling of Jordan ), and there is the safe
**hiding-place,” the Rock which can neither be reached
by the waters (as the Rev, Ver. makes plain), or shaken
by the winds. Then there is the sofe and tender guid-
ance promised to the docile, and the contrast which it si-
lently suggests—not the stubborn and foolish resistance
against which a warning is given, but the absence of
any sure g! the lost and condition which
s met by the promise. And, lastly, there are the
**many sorrows " of the wicked ; and, contrasted with
these, the *‘loving d " which the
righteous, so that they ** rejoice,” **exult," and **shout
for joy.”

How is it that while some are lost and wandering, ex-
posed to storm and danger and compassed with sorrows,
others are enjoying the safe shelter and the sure guid-
ance, and singing the glad song of deliverance? What
makes the diffcrence between them? It is the differ-
ence between the guilty and the forgiven. David knew
this difference by personal experience, and he, therefore,
in the first half of the psalm, sets forth forgiveness
as the great and fundamental blessing which must pre-
cede every other, and shows the conditions on which it
may be obtained.

It is not a mere passing forgiveness of which he
speaks. It is a complete change of state—of standing
before God. It is not merely that the daily *' trans-
gression,” as it occurs, is forgiven, but that the sin
altogether is ** covered “"—put away, so that the man is
reckoned righteous in the sight of God. How this
could be accomplished David does not explain. Every
Jew knew the symbol of the putting away of sin—the
transfer (in a figure) of the guilt of the sinner to the sacri-
fice which he brought to offer up to God. The life of
the lamb, the life of the goat, was taken away, and the
blood sprinkled on the altar before God, and, this done,
the offerer was free to approach for worship. Once a
year, with more than ordinary solemnity, atonement
was made for the whole congregation ; and the letting
loose of the ** scape-goat ™ for Azazel (or complete re-
moval) showed how it was that Balaam could say with
truth : ** He hath not beheld iniquity in Jacob, neither
hath he seen perverseness in Israel.”

David probably understood more than many others
the reality which these sacrifices foreshadowed. But
not until the true Sacrifice for sin had been offered on
Calvary could it be perfectly understood how that, in
the words of our Golden Text, ** we have peace with
God through our Lord Jesus Christ,” and are ** justifled
by faith" in him. But the side of the matter which
could be fully entered into he describes without re-
serve: the eonditions of forgiveness are that there
should be no “guile” in the heart—that the sinner
should not seek to hide his own sin, but confess it
frankly and fully, in simple trust that God will cover it.
This was how, after a period of gulilty silence and of
misery, David obtained the blessedness of which he
speaks in this psalm. May the teacher so describe it

| that any who are yet unforgiven may desire it |
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Cambridge Notes.

THE position of this psalm in the lesson selected ex-
pects us to assume that it was composed by David after
Nathan had convicted him of the unspeakable meanness
and selfishness of his crime, and the heavy thunder-
cloud that had been gathering for a whole year of mis-
ery broke in a torrent of repentant tears. How far such
an assumption is in accordance with present knowledge
is a question none but an advanced scholar can answer,
and that only for himself. Criticism just now is running
strongly in favor of two propositions, which will prob-
ably be much toned down with time : 1) that the psalms
were written almost entirely during and after the exile;
2) that the individual singers are generally to be under-
stood as speaking in the name of their people and not
for themselves. It is too early to anticipate the net re-
sult of these controversies, but one can hardly doubt
that, like most theories, these have been first presented
in far too extremea form. Meanwhile, even if our thirty-
second psalm had far less title than it has to be regarded
as David's own composition, its fitness to his history is
very clear, and we may without misgiving use it to set
forth the soul-history of that painful event which dark-
ened the great king's later life. One word as tothe best
way of appreciating these wonderful lyrics of Israel :
Those who wish for nothing but an English devotional
classic may be left to persuade themselves that they are
listening to a Hebrew saint. But those who prefer the
real David will do well to discard what is familiar and
study some more vigorous and literal version. The
Rev. Ver. is unfortunately too conservative, but a
psalter like De Witt's will constantly let in fresh
light where familiarity has obscured the lack of
clear meaning. VER. 1. The traditiona titles are
late and untrustworthy., Maschil means » obably a
“meditation,”  Blessed. Or, *‘happy.” Literally,
 The happiness of him!" Transgression, etc. Sinis
described as, (1) a breaking loose from God ; (2) & miss-
ing of the right aim; (3) a perversion or distortion ; and
three corresponding terms are used for forgiveness.
The forgiven man knows best the many-sided hateful-
ness of sin. VER. 2. Imputeth, A word taking up
“eovered.,” Hidden away, though not annihilated,
God's merey refuses to ** reckon » the sins against the
sinner. The psalmist goes on to show that the forgive-
ness followed on confession, not on good works, and
was therefore due to God's bounty alone. Paul seizes
thus the cardinal point in the experience, Rom. 4. 6-9.
In whose epirit. Comp. John 1. 48, There must be no
reservation, no * saying we have not sinned.” VER. 3.
Kept silence. One long and weary endeavor to silence

ve, while the was proving the hollow-
ness of all the excuses which would mitigate the horror
of his crime. The fifty-first Psalm does not belong to
such a period, but is born of the remorse which would
rise again even after forgiveness, Waxed old. Or,
* wasted away.” Roaring. While the cry of peni-
tence refused to come, the ery of terror came instead.
VER. 4. The source of all this suffering is traced to
the heaviness of that hand which is so gentle to heal
the repentant. Comp. 1 Sam. 5. 6, 11, ete. Moisture.
The vital juices of the body are, as it were, dried up by
a scorching drought within, Selah. This word fs still
a puzzle, but it is generally thought that some kind of
a pause is meant. VER. 5. Have I not hid. The in-
troduction of the perfect tense mars the verse griev-
ously : read, *did I not hide,” referring to the same
single act of confession. And thow. The pronoun is
emphatic. The prose narrative is exactly parallel in
the promptness of the answer of peace. 2 Sam. 12. 13.

VER. 6. Godly. A hard word to express in English.
**A man of love' is a favorite rendering, * one who
responds to God's covenant-love.” (Cheyne.) In a
time. Comp. Isa. 55. 6; Deut. 4. 20. Because Jehovah
has proved himself so ready to hear even the sinner,
the plous are urged to cry to him before some sudden
flood of temptation has made them lose his presence ; o
shall the great waters in which the psalmist sank be
prevented from ever reaching them. Great waters.
Perhaps including both the calamity and its cause, sin,
s0 constently joined in Hebrew thought. Comp. Luke:
18. 2, the argument of Job’s friends, etc. For the figure
comp. 69, 2, 15; Isa. 43. 2. VER. 7. Hiding. A
metaphor common in the Psalms, and familiar to us in
the exquisite lines of “‘Rock of Ages.” Compass.
Cheyne's difficulties in this clause do not seem fatal.
To be ** surrounded * with shouts of gratitude for deliv-
erance is a bold figure, but not more so than * girding
with joy,” or Jehovah's being * enthroned upon the
praises of Israel.” Wherever the poet turns he finds a
“‘new song. VER. 8. It is very hard to agree with
those—even when Delitzsch is among them—who regard
the speaker of verses 8-10 as the psalmist himself. As
Cheyne says, no human teacher would have asserted
such an absolute supremacy over his pupil. Nor isita
“harsh transition™ to make Jehovah the speaker.
Comp., for example, 46. 10. For this divine ** {nstruc-
tion " comp, 16. 7; 25. 8, 12,  With mine eye upon thee.
Comp., 83. 18; Jer. 24, 6. VER.9. Without under-
standing. The epithet strictly belongs here to the
mule, that proverbially stupid animal. The brutes can-
not be brought into man’s service except by a training
based on force : just so the impenitent sinner needs a
hard discipline to make him God's servant. Trap-
pings. Or, **harness." Else. The Authorized Version
is simply meaningless. The revised rendering is fairly
certain, but the Hebrew is extremely hard throughout.
Possibly we should emend the text with Cheyne : *who
must be curbed with bit and bridle, till he can be
brought unto thee.” VER. 10. Delitzsch reads, **with
grace doth he compass him.” VER. 11. As in the last
psalm the chorus concludes with a hallelujah. The joy-
ousness of Hebrew religion 1s well brought out by the
climax in this verse.

The Liesson Council.

Question 4. What is it to be justified by faith?

To be justified by faith is to be divinely forgiven of
our sins because we believe on the Lord Jesus Christ.
It is different from the pardon of & criminal, who, re-
Jeased from jail, may go forth to his liberty with the
tendency and purpose of crime as strong as ever. The
faith that procures justification is made possible only by
a thorough renunciation of sin, and is always followed,
not only by the act of divine forgiveness (bringing peace:
in exchange for the sense of gullt), but alsoby a purifled
heart and a reformed life.—Rev. J. E. Adams.

To be justified is pot to be made right, for no power
can make evil good nor wrong right. It is to be set
right; that is, to bring that which was in wrong rela-
tions into right relations ; to place a sinner into the rela-
tion of full pardon and of reconciliation with God's law.
This is by faith: that is, by recognizing and accepting
God's plan of salvation through Jesus Christ. When a
sinner sees in Christ his Saviour, then he can see in God
his Father, and he is set in right relations to God's law3
thet 18, he is justified.—J. L. Hurlbut.

Aftér the civil war, Confederate officers were restored
to citizenship by, taking an oath of alleglance ; that is,
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the United States government, having declared certain
of their rights and privilages forfeited, offered to restore
those rights and privileges when they became loyal.

God does the same thing, ouly that the loyalty he de- ]

mands ispot formal, but loyalty of heart. It is an odd
fact that by constant theologic use, the word ** faith i
has changed its meaning. Hopeful still means full of
hope ; joyful means full of joy; beautiful means full of
beauty ; but you would hardly say that faithful means
full of faith. And yet it does mean precisely that. The
faith that justifies is loyalty, steadfast adherence, to God.
It includes penitence, belief, bravery, love, every thing
thatis demanded of a loyal adherent ; and without this
sort of faith it is impossible to please God, Determine
solemnly, by the help of God, to be loyal to him ; draw
on him for strength to do right; trust him fully, and ycu
are ** justified by faith,”—Robert R. Doherty.

Liesson Word-Pictures.

Here is a guilty soul bowed away down to the dust
under its heavy burden. Look into that shadowy room
and see him. The stains on his hands are so black, and
that load on his conscience is 8o big, and it presses down
so heavily. His face is so pallid. His eyes are so
gloomy and so vacant of peace. Why, it seems as if
the very hands of God were resting upon him, pressing
him down harder and harder. So heated and parched
is the very skin, as if this fire in his brain were burn-
ing all through the very body. It is the drought of
summer in his soul, and every-where else also. And he
cries out that it is so blessed tobe forgiven ! If this sin,
sin, sin, that so stares at him could only be covered, its
eyes put out, and it be hidden away, buried, covered,
dead. O happy the man against whom God hath nought,
whom God rising up out of the shadows does not con-
demn! O when will the psalmist be forgiven? Ah,
but when will he confess? When will he break his
guilty silence and tell God he is sorry? Hark! Can
you not hear him? It is a voice low down, humble, sad,
He is going over the sad story of his sin. He is telling
all, holding nothing back, and O that blessed assurance
coming to him, stilling, comforting, uplifting ; he is
forgiven! His head is lifted now like a bird's shaking
asong of joy out of its throat. Peace now, shelter,
security ! What can harm the trusting soul ? Look!
The water-floods are swelling and roaring and driving.
They rise higher, press closer, but lo, a hiding place !
Jehovah, a rock rising out of the waters, the Rock of
Ages! And hark! What songs of deliverance are
winding their sweet melody about the soul! So safe
because forgiven, so blessed since confessing!  And
now the penitent has become a pilgrim. He is going
forth. Watch him as he takes his way through the
future all unknown. There is a loving eye looking
down, an eye directing, guiding. And there is a soul
willing to be guided. It is not the restive horse or stub-

. born mule, but a heart submitted and docile. Happy

heart, trusting in the Lord! And hark,once more!
Did we hear a cry low down and guilty, and then a
penitent's confession ? Now it is a song of joy echoing
in the air. What joy in the Lord to the upright of
heart !

Primary hnd Intermedinte.

LESSON THOUGHT. The great salvation.
Make three large letters on the board, 8, F, and P,
with considerable space between. Before printing the
word for which the first letter stands, tell story of a
«hild who saw a fine red apple on a fruit-stand one day.

When no one was looking, he seized it and ran away.
What did he commit? Why was this a sinful act?
Show that to disobey God is alv-ays to sin.  Call for the
commandment which condemns the child's act. Ask if
man has made any law agains' stealing, ete. Call from
class their idea about the future life of this boy if he
| goes on sinning in this way. Finish the word, ** 8in,"
and show that the evil thing was in the ehild’s heart be-
fore it became an act. Teaca thatsin is in every child's
heart, and that it wil! lead to suffering and death unless
some way of care ¢ found.

Tell how sorry the child grew because of this sin,
Soon the apple was gone, but the sting of the sin re-
| mained. He was afraid to shut his eyes at night, for

fear he might die. He was ashamed to look in his

mother's face.  What could he do?

Tell that when David was a great king he did a very
| sinful thing. God was displeased with him, God hates
| sin, no matter who commits it. David was unhappy,
too. He was afraid of God, when he tried to hide his
sin. At last he confessed his sin, and asked God to for-
[ give bim, Tell that David and the boy who stole the
| apple both tried to hide theirsin. Pin piece of paper
| overthe word sin. Did that hideit? Noj; God could
see it all the time ! What can the boy do? Just what
David did-- confess, repent, and stop sinning. Then he
will be forgiven. Print ** Forgiveness.”

Teach that when God for-
MY HIDINQ gives, he covers the sin. Then

(<2 it can no longer be seen.
With what does be cover it?
Pin piece of red paper over the
word. Teach that the blood of
Jesus hides the sin that is con-
fessed and forsaken from
¥ God's sight forever,

Ask what came into the child’s heart when he sinned
Yes; sorrow., Now, he has taken God's way of cure,
and peace comes in place of sorrow. Talk about it.
Why is the child happy now, when he was so unhappy
before? Is he better than he was? No: but God has
forgiven him! Teach that God alone is good. We do
not have forgiveness and peace because we are good,
but because Jesus came to bring them to us. Make
cross, and tell how all help and blessing come through
Jesus.

Bilackboard.

IRUSTING /N
GOD'S WORD.

EXPLANATION. Impress on the minds of the scholars
that repentance is not regret for the result of sin, but
that true repentance hates sin itself, turns from it, and
seeks forgiveness, David's repentance was no sham.
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Pardon is sought in the name of Jesus only, and peace
cometh through perfect trust in God's word.

SIN.
SHORT STEPS LEAD TO LONG ONES.

TO CONTINUE IS TO DESCEND.
WHAT SHALL I DO TO BE SAVED?

Berean Methods.
The Teachers’ Meeting.

This lesson, like the last, can be best treated textually

.. A better outline can hardly be followed than that of
our Berean Lesson : 1. The Confession of 8in; 2. The
Joy of Forgiveness. A free conversation on the re-
lations of these two actions would be very profitable
and suggestive. There is no such joy without such con-
fession ; there can hardly be such confession without
such joy.

References. FOSTER'S CYCLOPEDIA. Ver. 1: Prose,
1102, 8802, 8811, 4205, 0177, 11418, 11407, 8800, 6846,
10086, Ver. 2: Prose, 7792, 10040, 10045; Poetical, 1358,
Vers, 5, 6: Prose T304, 4401, 4771, 4772; Poetical, 476.
Ver. 7: Prose, 4911, 8993, 8009, 9000, 11271, 11256, 11257,
Ver. 8: Prose, 4768, Ver, 10: Prose, 4775-4781. Ver.
11: Prose, 4513, 4515, 4516, 9004,

ANALYTICAL AND BIBLICAL OUTLINE.
Three Captains,

1. Tue SixrurL CoNpITION,
1. I kept silence. v. 3.
** Covereth his sins. ...not prosper.” Prov. 28, 18,
2. My bones waxed old. v. 3.
** No soundness. ...thine anger.” Psa. 38, 3,
3. Thy hand was heavy upon me. v. 4.
** Thine arrows stick fast.” Psa. 38, 2.
II. Tue Sgekine CoNDITION.
1. I acknowledged my sin. v. 5.
**I will arise and go unto my father." Luke 15. 18,
2. Every one... pray unto thee. v. 6.
**Come boldly. ...throne of grace.” Heb. 4. 16,
3. In atime....mayest be found. v. 6.
** Seek ye the Lord....found." Isa. 55. 6.
II1. Tue Savep CoxbprrioN.
1. Blessed....transgression is forgiven. v. 1.
** Being justified by faith.” Rom. 5. 1.
2. The Lord imputeth not iniquity. v. 2.
** Not imputing their trespasses.” 2 Cor, 5. 19,
8. Thou shalt preserve me. v. 7.
** In his pavilion." Psa. 27. 5.
4. Mercy shall compass him. v. 10,
** Goodness and mercy." Psa. 23. 6,
5. Be glad in the Lord. v. 11
** Rejoice evermore.” 1 Thess, 5. 16.

THOUGHTS FOR YOUNG PEOPLE.

There is no Forgivenesss without Confession of

1. There are as many different experiences of soul
in this world as there are different complexions or differ-
ent forms of faces. No two mortals have passed through
this world having the same spiritual experiences. Nev-
ertheless, in one thing all agree :there is no forgiveness

to God. It must be confessed in general to man, and in
particular in those cases where a particular confession
will tend to right a wrong.

2. There need be no confession of sin without a con-
sequent joy in forgiviness. God has promised, why
should you doubt? When you confess your sin with all
your heart, and believe on the Lord Jesus Christ as the
world’s atonement, and as your personal Saviour, your
sin is forgiven.

HOME READINGS,

M. Bin, forgiveness, and peace. Psa. 82,

Tu. Exhortation to repentance. Job 22, 21-27.
W. Hope for the penitent. Joel 2. 12-18,

7h. Promise of forgiveness. Ezek. 33. 11-19.
F. Praise for mercy. Isa. 12,
8. Justifled by faith. Rom. 5.
8. Peace. Psa. 85,

1-10.

GOLDEN TEXT.

Therefore being justified by faith, we have peace
with God through our Lord Jesus Christ. Rom. 5, 1.

TIME.—Some time during the years of David's pros.
perity, 1042-1024 B, C.
PLACE.—Doubtless Jerusalem.

DOCTRINAL SUGGESTION.—Peace in God.

LESSON HMYMNS,

No. 258, Dominion Hymnal.
Let him to whom we now belong
His sovereign right assert.
No. 160, Dominion Hymnal,
We praise thee, O God ! for the Son of thy love,
For Jesus who died, and is now gone above |
No. 250, Dominion Hymnal.

O for a heart to praise my God,
A heart from sin set free!

Come, said Jesus.
Hasten, sinner.

Pass me not.

‘Weeping will not save.
Just as I am.

Tam trusting.

Happy day.

It is well.

Arise, my soul.
4Jesus, my all.

Prince of peace.

All my doubts,

Jesus, my all.

How happy every child.

QUESTIONS FOR SENIOR STUDENTS,

1. ‘The Confession of Rin,

‘What experience is suggested by these verses ?
Does the second verse mean mlt there ue men who

do not sin ?
What is David's own mﬂmony on this point? Psa.

14. 2,8,
What, then, can the meant n.f
‘What misery follows upon sin unloglven ?
What is the power that produces su expu-lenee?
‘Wherein lies the worth of confession ?

without sincere confession of sin. 8in must be confessed

‘Why cannot God forgive without a man's confession ?
God 13 omniscient and omnipotent.
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!.w’l}“he Joy of Forziveness, [ n“\.\":::'l;l_h}u.lmus :ﬂe on the cross? So that siuners | ;
at promise of God makes the assurance of ver. 6 ' R, s
doubly s?lre ? Isa. .")."v'. 6, 7. : Who is the hiding-place from sin and trouble? The |
From what source alone does David look for deliver- ord, I B
ance ? | . Who has promised to te 'h and guide us? The: \
Dwilln‘nt uuthnmyﬂm there l!‘(‘)r h(“lh;\'lng that this was | L‘{;‘?};‘“m have many sorrows? The wicked i
avid's own experience 7 Rom. 4. 6. | v 4 ve V8 ¢ . ¢

mwhmI blm;t’ngs l}mi.«’ Ilnzvld expect will come from for- |  Who may be glad and rejoice? All the righteous, &

ven sin? Psa, 51, 10-13. H .

l||| \'\"hut m'llludu‘(lm-'s God stand toward the willing ! Words ‘:’m' LI|;|e :’eople. ‘1 K
soul that confesses its sin ? | VHAT IS SIN 7 IR
wl\:';mr!u ’;{“l‘ll‘“ Joys that the soul feels when it knows it- ‘ A cloud to shut out the light 22 love. 4 i
self forgiven? A burden that weighs one down. ol
m.::;'.‘{“‘ sort of character does God desire to form in | A pain that Durts nﬁ.m body and soul. ¢ i
Practical Teachings. | WHAT CAN I DO WITH SIN? .
The title of our lesson gives its teachings : [ Confess it to God, and forsake it. |

SIN. Ask God to take away the cloud, the burden, the pain.. )
Who has not sinned? How conscience scourged us! | Watch the Lord to see which way he will have us go. g
ver. 3. How we suffered tortures from which there i

was no escape ! Falsehood ; disobedience ; parents
dishonored ; promises broken ; anger; treachery to

THE LESSON CATECHISM.
(For the entire school.)

our friends, ete. **The wages of sin is death.”
FORGIVENESS,

Who has not been forgiven ? Even unasked, forgive-
ness has come fiom father and mother and friend.
But has God forgiven? Why not? He is willing.
“There is forgiveness with thee that thou may-
est be feared.”  Hear Jesus pray, ** Father, forgive

1. What blessing does the Thirty-second Psalmu
describe? ‘That of forgiven sin,

2, On what condition does the psalm teach that for-
giveness depends? On ¢ nfession of »in to God,

3. What is the result that comes to the forgiven soul ?
The peace of God,
When should the soul thus cast its sins on God ?
he may be found,
hat is the condition imposed on the praying sin--
Faith in Jesus Christ.
What is the result of faith? ¢ Therefore being,”

u peace? Said Jesas, * Peace I leave with
You could have it, but not in sin. * There

you,
is no peace, saith my God, to the wicked."

ner
6.
ete.

Hints for Hlome Study.
1. Commit this psalm to memory.
2. Study its companion Im, the fifty-first.
3. Read 2 Sam, 11 and 12, to ver. 23.

CATECHISM QUESTION,

48, When did God create man?

After the creation of the earth, God made man to be-
the chief of His creatures upon it.

Thus saith the Lord, . . . I have made the earth, ¢hd.
created man upen it.—Isaiah xlv. 11, 12,

The Lord which stretched forth the heavens, and layeth.
the foundation of the earth, and formeth the spirit of mau

thin him,—Zechariah xii. 1

QUESTIONS FOR INTERMEDIATE SCHOLARS, |
1. The Coiufession of Sin, v, 1-5.
What i said of him whose sin i3 covered ?
What of him who is of Fullelm spirit ?
What happened to David when he was silent ?
Whose hand did he feel, and when ?
What effect had this touch ?
What did David then confess ?
What was the result ?

LESSONS FOR NOVEMBER, 1889,

What assurance has every one who confesses his sin? Nov. 3. David’s Rebellious Son. 2 Sam. 15. 1-12,
:m’\l"'hi".ll:;' of Forgiveness, v, 6-11 Nov., 10, David's Grief for Absalom. 2 Sam. 18, 18-23..
. V. 9, 9
i vould the @od 0 Nov. 17. David's Last Words. 2 Sam. 23.1-7, ]
What encouragement would the godly find in David's | 0" 0" golomon's Wise Choice. 1 Kings 3. 5-15, y

pardon ?
‘What did he say about his safety in trouble ?
What promise of instruction did he receive ?
What was he warned to be unlike
What is sure to come to the wicked ?
What to him who trusts in God ?
Who are exhorted to great joy ?
‘Who are sure of peace with God? (Golden Text.)
Teachings of the Lesson.
‘What is there in this lesson that teaches—

1. That we ought to confess our sins ?
2. That-God only can forgive our sins ?
3. That we should praise God for forgiveness ?

Home Work for Young Bereans. fore the readers of the JourNAL:
Learn the occasion when this m was written, y ) W1
Find what John says, in a letter, about coafession 1 marvel more and more that the Bible, which is. - 5

W PR regarded by the most highly cultivated men as the
best book in existence, has almost no recognized
place in the carriculum of our confessedly Christinn.
universities. Iam glad thut this university is an
exception to that rule. But so far as you have in-
troduced the Bible s u confessed means of spiritual
discipline and intellectual stimulus, just ko far you
have been an exception to most Christian colleges.
Professor Ewald, noted alike for the brilliancy of
his scholarship and the freedom with which he
handled the word of God, one day picked up a Bi-
ble among a company of friends, and said, *“I am

—p e

The Bible as a Text Book in Our
Literary Institutions.

WE are glad to present to our readers the follow-
ing extract from the inaugural nddressof the Rev..
J. W. Bashford, Ph.D., the new president of the
Ohio Wesleyan University. It is an able treatment:
of a subject which we have frequently brought be-

AT T WS R e
JEa SERS e

QUESTIONS FOR YOUNGER 8¢ HHOLARS.

Who often tempts good people to do_wrong ? Satan.
When will Satan flee from us? When we resist

m.
What good man sometimes ylelded to Satan ? David.
Who came to show him his sin when he had yielded ?
» The Holy Spirit,
Who can lome sin? God alone.
om does the Lord declare to be blessed ? He whose

sin is forgiven,
What is unforgiven sin like? A heavy burden.
d sin be confessed ? To the Lord.
What should then be done? It should be forscien.
What will God do for one who confesses and forsakes
4 sin? He will forgive his sin.
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convinced that in this little volume is all the wis-
dom of the world.” We could make a larger use of
the Bible with great advantage to the scholarship
and manhood of those who go out from us.

I wish very much that, in the historical depart-
ment, the history of the Jews might be placed side
by side with that of Greece and Rome, and England
and the United States; and that we might in that
connection study this book historically. The di-
vine providence is the key to history, modern as
well as ancient ; and the history and prophecies of
the Old Testament present us this key as no other
historical manual in the world, The lesson of the
prophets needs to be learned again to-day. Daniel
Wabster once said, * If we abide by the principles
taught in the Bible, our country will go on pros-
peringand to prosper. Butif we neglect its instrue-
tions, no.man can tell how sudden a calamity may
overwhelm us.” William I1. Seward, speaking, not
asa Christian, but as a statesman, said, ** The whole
hope of human progress depends upon the ever-
growing influence of the Bible.” But where are
these principles of national safety and of human
progress to be taught with greater freedom and
power than in our great universities? If we aban-
don this work to the pulpit alone, we sell our birth-
right as Christian colleges, and leave the prophets
of human progress unsupported by the philosophers
and the men of culture in their divine mission of
bringing human souls into harmony with the laws
of life.

May not the Bible also be taught in connection
with English literature? Looked at as models of
style, Milton has happily said that there are no
songs like the songs of Zion, no orations equaling
those of the prophets. Ruskin, who is unexcelled in
style among modern writers, declares that he learned
the use of the English tongue from the study of the
Bible. It is a striking fact that, of the three great-
est poets, Milton and Dante chose distinetly Bibli-
cal subjects, while Shakespeare’s language, and
still more his thought, is informed with the spirit
of this Book.

1 am glad that the Bible in the original languages
is pursued in your clussical curriculum. John Fos-
ter has said of Homer: ** 8o long as pride, ambi-
tion, and revenge are latent in human hearts,
young people should not form their ideals of life
upon the heroic poetry of Homer. It attributes
claims of an arrogant precedence to a noble spirit.
1t celebrates deeds of destruction as uets of glory.
It paints in glowing colors the slaughter by which
human skill and valor strive to excel famine and
pestilence. The impression which the whole work
makes upon ardent minds is the real moral of the
book ; and Alexander, and, by reflection from him,
Charles XIIL, correctly received the genuine in-
spiration of Homer.” Fortunately Christian in-
tluences at home, in the college, and among the
teachers overbear the influences of these heathen
ideals. But Luke’s Gospel is as valuable for dis-
sipline in Greek as Xenophon's Anabasis. John’s
plummet sounds greater depths of philosophy, and

his eagle eye caught sight of more distant worlds
than Plato ever reached ; while Isaiah and Job are
grander than Eschylus and Virgil. So it is the
glory of this university that here young people re-
ceive their mental training in connection with
these inspiring ideals.

A movement is already started which, T trust,
will profoundly modify our college courses, Presi-
dent Dwight, of Yale, recently wrote: ‘‘It seems
to me possible to make the study of the Bible both
profitable and interesting to the young men of our
colleges.” President Scelye says: *“ The effort to
secure a longer study of the Bible in our colleges
should be successful on any theory of the college
course, Whatever we may think of its origin or
its contents, no other hook has such wide relations
+o the history of mankind; and, judging from
its actual effects ulone, no other hook has such
power to stimulate thought and to discipline
thought. The college which studies the Bible
most will be the purest and the strongest.” Ex-
Presidents Robinson, of Brown University ; Fair-
child, of Oberlinj; McCosh, of Princeton; and
President Bartlett, of Dartmouth, adopt similar
views, Let Ohio Wesleyan University lead her
sister colleges in this reform. After the introdue-
tion of the history of the Jews and of the Christian
Church into the historieal course, of the Bible in
the original languages into the classical course, of
the English Bible into the course of literature, I
wish that we might still have a chair of applied
Christianity, in which the principles of the Bible
might be taught with reference to our ethical, social,
and political life. This would give our students
some contuct with that Book which Coleridge says
¢ the best and wisest men have declared to be, be-
yond compare, the most perfect instrument of
humanity.”

—_— e ————

The Peevish Man.

Deuver us from the peevish man, He is worse
thun a bed of nettles. He stings and irritates every-
body who fails in with him. He sees no good
any thing. Even when the bright side of the cloud
is turned earthward, he worries because the oter
side must be dark. He complains of the manna
because it is not milk and honey ; and when he
gets the honey, he complains because the bees made
it from buckwheat instead of white clover, He be-
lieves that the world is the worst world that could
be made, and that there is nothing for the good
people to do but to sit down and scold about it. To
him not even Helen is beautiful, nor Achilles brave.
Such a mood is temper gone to seed. It has lost
the spirit which once gave it life, and has degener-
ated intoa dry, rasping, rattling verbiage, It were
better to dig a cave in the desert and live asthe old
hermits did, on herbs and water, than to be under
this irritable and cruel caprice, though we should
have robes of purple and fare sumptuously every
day. The beginning of a peevish man is a pouting
child,— Wesleyan Methodist S.-S. Magazine.
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ADVERTISEMENTS,.

Horsfords.

Prepared according to the directions of Prof. E. N. HORSFORD.
ESPECIALLY RECOMMENDED FOR

Dyspepsia, Nervousness, Exhaustion, Headache,
Tired Brain,
And all Diseases arising from Indigestion and Nerve Exhaustion.

This is not & compounded ** patent medicine,” but a preparation of the ph phates and

pholfhoﬂc acid in the form required by the system.
t aids digestion without injury, and is a beneficial food and tonic for the brain and nerves.

It makes & delicious drink with water and sugar only, and agrees with such stimulants as

are necessary to take.
Descriptive pamphlet free. - .
Rumford Chemical Works, Providence, R.l

BEWARE OF SUBSTITUTES AND IMITATIONS.

& Be sure the word * Horsford’s” is printed on the label. All others are spurious,
Never sold in bulk. 8-12¢

A BUNDLE OF LETTERS
TO BUSY GIRLS ON PRACTICAL MATTERS.

Written to those girls who have not time or inclination to think and study about the many
important things which make up life and living.

BY GRACE H. DODGE.
12mo, Cloth. Price 60 Cents.

This is a book of practical sense that should be in the hands of every girl.  As is well
known, Miss Dodge is a ‘member of the New York Board of Education, and no one knows better
than she does just what girls need to know and how to tell it to them.

« Josiah Allen’s Wife " says of this book : “* It is one of the best and most helpful books for
girls T ever read. It is written with charming directness and simplicity.”

The N.Y. Herald says: *‘ The letters are written in the frank, familiar style which makee
all Miss Dodge’s talks so delightful. There is no conventionality, no formality about them,
but every word is as though spoken from heart to heart.”

The Congregationalist aa.{s: «They are plain-spoken, sensible, earnestly Christian, and in
every way thoroughly valuable.”

WILLIAM BRIGGS, 20 to 33 Richmond Street West, Toronto.
C. W. COATES, MONTREAL, QUE. 8. F. HUESTIS, HALIFAX, N.S.

In ordering goods, or in making inquiry concerning anything advertised in this Magasine, you will oblige the
publiaher, us well as the ‘adveriiser, by stating that you §aw the advertigement in THE BUNDAY BoHOOL BANNEH
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THE OXFORD BIBLE FOR TEACHERS

Is now issued in Twelve Sizes, with the Text arranged in each so as to
correspond page for page with all the others.

It contains Helps to the Study of the Bible, which have been carefully revised from time
to time by Dxk. Stumes, Bishop of Chester, ArcupeACON PaLMER, DR, ANcus, and other
eminent scholars. The scientific information was prepared under the supervision of PROFESSORS
RoLLestoN, Westwoon, Lawson and EARLE, names of the highest authority in their several
departments,

Seven Sizes

are printed on best Rag-made Printing paper, and vary in price from
§1.00 to £15.00,

Five Sizes are printed on thin opagque INDIA PAPER, and are EXTREMELY LIGHT AND THIN,
They vary in weight from 12} ounces to 22 ounces, aud in price from $2.50 to $16.00, and do
not exceed an inch in thickness,

Four Sizes are also issued interleaved thronghout with writing paper for MS. notes,

A handsome Quarto K
in various bindings, from &

ition, in Pica type, has leen prepared for family use, amd is issued
.25 upwards,

The Helps to the Study of the Bible arc publishied separately, in small type, at 30 cents,
and in large type, at $1.00.

The ““METHODIST RECORDER ":—* This invaluable The Rev. Robert N. Young, D.D., of HeadIngley
and incomparable book is the most wonderful i y College, Leeds :—** As a manual of Biblical infor-
both in compactness and completeness of Bil 1 and an auxiliary of Biblical study, it is un-

information, compiled by the best scholarship of the It is as exhaustive as it is concise, no
that has been offercd to th

@ general reader,” irrelevant matter has been introduced, and nothing

The 'WESLEYAN METHODIST MAGAZINE " essentiul to Biblical study seems to have been
“To Ministers, Local Preachers, and Teachers, it is omitted, and in no instance, so far as I can judge, has
simply invaluable.  Nothing is wanting to the com thoroughness or aceuracy been sacrificed to the
pleteness of the volume,” necessities of condensation. .

The ' TIMES ": - *“The whole has heen done withadmir- The Rev. F. Greeves, D.D., Southlands Training
able completeness.”

College :—'“ As perfect and complete a series of

The ' DAILY NEWS ;. For completeness and porta Helps to the Study ,?f the Bible as could well be

bility it could not possibly besurpassed. 1t furnishes con.eived or executed.

the student with all that is necdful for a scholarly The Late Rev. Gervase Smith, D.D.:—* It would be
mastery of the Text,” impossible to suggest a more beautiful, useful, or

The **CHRISTIAN WORLD ":—* The most complete scasonuble gift for any who are engaged in Sunday-
Bible yet published,” school work, or other students of Holy Writ.”

The ' PALL MALL GAZETTE " Every Bible student The Rev. James Comper Gray :— After a most
knows it to be the best collection of Biblical infor- patient examination I am astonished at the immense
wation ever brought together in so small a compass,” b "“f"‘ of ‘““l'""l““é “"'d c“,’""&’“’;’d'g"“}"ll "‘“:u";‘e‘j

. il contains ; and that, too, of a kind precisely adapf

T e et S om0 e Tekhers
surpassed all competitors, < X ¢ The Rev. James H. Rigg, D D.:—“I have found it re.

The Rev. . Garrett : - The highost wishos of Biblical | arkably concise and full o g e tn oo,

Bl hghonitl {blasy WA , a coNPLETE library of Bible lore in itself. e
students are here exceeded, not a want is unmet, ! Natural History, o thorough and in such small com.

The Rev. Hugh Price Hughes, M.A.:—* | have used pass, will very greatly assist all who use the book,
this book tor vears, and can only join in the universal and the historical notices deserve very high praise,
chorus of all students of Scripture in describing its I congratuluie you heartily on having provided a
high merits, and commending it to all.” | hook which promises to be of so much value,”

THE SALE ALREADY EXCEEDS 1,000,000 COPIES,

London : HENRY FROWDE, Oxford University Press Warehouse,
10-4¢ and at Toronto : WILLIAM BRIGGS, 29to 33 Richmond Street West.




PROMINENT DOCTRINES

AND PECULIAR USAGES

THE METHODIST CHURCH,

STATED WITH SCRIPTURE PROOFS.
Compiled by

REV. JOEN A. WILLIAMS, D.D.

A Firreen-Pace Tract, WiRg STITCHED. Price 50. EACH, 400, PER DO%.,
£3.00 per 100,

& We supply the above in quantities, at the reduced rates quoted,
in order that they may be purchased for distribution.

Dr. WITHROW says :—*It sets forth tersely and clearly ¢ those things
which are most surely believed among us '__guch as the great cardinal doctrines
of Universal Redemption, Repentance, Justification by Faith, Regeneration,
the Witness of the Spirit, the Possibility of Falling From Grace, Entire Sancti-
fication, and the Christian Sacraments. These great truths are sustained by
ample citations of Holy Scripture. Every minister should keep on hand a
number of this little book to give to young converts for their instruction and
establishment in the doctrines of Methodism, Dr. Williams has done valuable
gervice to the Church by its compilation.

o s v D e e Jo e 7o

:CHEAP EDITION =

OoF .

MATTHEW HENRY'S COMMENTARY,
ON THE HOLY BIBLE.

A New and Illustrated Edition,

WITH AN INTRODUCTORY ESSAY BY

BY REV. JOHN STOUGHTON.

SIX LARGE 4to VOLUMES. PRICE - - $12.

USUAL DISCOUNT TO MINISTERS.

A POIN:'I.‘EB.

This is the latest and best edition, and better in every way than the three or
nine-volume editions offered by other houses,

WILLIAM BRIGGS, Publisher, _
20 to 83 RioumoxD STREET WEST) TORONTO, -
Or, O W, COATES, MoNTREAL Que, 1 8 F, HUESTIS, Haurax, N.§,

Address—
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CHAUTAUQUA
LITERARY AND SCIENTIFIC CIRGLE.

s l)ﬂ' 0o late for you to go to School or to College (are you too old, or too poor, or too
usy) ?
Would you like to pursue a carefully arranged course of reading in History, Litera-
ture, Science and Art?
Would you like to turn mature years, middle life and old age into youth again.
Would you like to turn street, sitting-room, parlor, shop, railway-car, market,
kitohen, sea-side, and forest into recitation’rooms? 'The Chautauqua Literary and Seien-
tific Circle is designed to meet just this need.

1L

C!uuhuoi,lu Literary and Scientific Circle does not claim to be a substitute for
either the high school or the college.

It does not guarantee to its students what is implied in the term *“ a liberal education.”

Its dlploml does not assert more than this fact : thnt thu graduate ““ has completed
the four years' course of reading required by the C. L. 8.

The C Literary and Scientific Circle does aim (1) to encourage people to read
helpful and instructive hooke, and (2) to stimulate these readers, as far as possible, to

me careful and thorough students.

The four years'course of the * C. L. 8. C.” embraces the mb{:m taken upin an average
college course, and in this way the Circle gives to its readers the college student’s general
outlook in History, Literature, Science and Art. The study of the languages nnd of
higher mlt.hamnlcl, however, does not form a part of the work of the *“C. L 8. C.,” ' nor
is the Circle in any sense a oollexe either in its course of study or in its methods of work,
and yet it has put ed and ambition into the homes of the
people, which will lead many thousands of youth toseek the education which colleges and
universities supply.

The “C. L. 8. C "is for busy peopla wholeft school years ago, and who desire to pursue
some sy urse of i
Itds for hlzh school and college guduneeu for people who never en'.ered either high
school or college, for merchants, mechanics, usy
farmer-boys, shop-girls, and for peaple of leisure and wulth
Many college grad lawyers, physi , and a ished women are
taking the course. They find the required boukl wv.emﬂmug nnd helptul, giving them a
pleasant review of the studies long ago laid aside. Several of our members are over eighty
Yyears of age ; comparatively few are under cighteen.
The requirements of the ““C. L. 8. C.” are _very simple. Any person may join the
Circle upon the payment of the annual fee. No examination is
necessary. Persons may enter for one year if desired, but all members are urged to com-
plete the full four-years' coune

More than sixty th d persons are g the ““C. L. 8. C.” course of reading,

. nnd nearly ﬂluzen thounnd have cnmple'.ed the (uur-uurs course, and received their

of these g after-courses of study for which
lpeclll leﬂ.l are lwnded to be placed upon che diploma.

The regular course embraces limrle. entertaining and instructive reading in ancient
and modern history and literature, in phvulenl. mental and moral scicnce, and in all
matters that permin to a true hle—phylu 1 industriul , social,
political, and 1t is and i good fell
and lnwniuy. Inlpirlng help to the hum.. the Church, md the s:m. All are alike




The “C. L. 8. .” has the spirit of deli
its ““mottoes,” ** songs,” * memorial day
nition days,” “seals,” badges" *class
to it a pecullar charm and kindle enthusiasm amony

The *C. L. 8. C.” has received the hearty endo
Bishop Simpsox, Dr. MArk HoPKINS, President Sro
and other leading educators of America.

B, ¢

known as belonging to the ** Class of 1852.”
The readings of the several classes for ans one y

Roman History. |Hu:liuh Hidtory.
Latin Literature, English Literature,
Human Nature. Engish Composiiion. A

Political Economy. Astronomy.

Art. Geology.

Philosophy. Pedagogy.

Physics, Readings from Questicns  of
Physical Geography. French Literature,  Interest.

Uses of Mathematics.
Religious Literature. |Religious Literature. Re

Ovrtuixe History oF Rowr. Vincent and Joy
Pourrican Ecoxony. Ely ... v ee
How 710 Junak o¥ A Picrure. Van Dyke..
Tug BisL 1N THE NinererstH Cestury.  Tow
PREPARATORY AND Conreak Lariy Course 1y E
C1AUTAUQUA COURSK IN Prysics, Stecle....
24 The com

have to pay if ordered from the States.

subjects @

1. The Politics which made and nnmade Rome. 2.
tion. 3. Old Roman Li 4. Tales from Roman and 1
quan” Map Series. 6
tuce of the Earth. The Uses of Mathematics, 10
11. Mental Philos.phy, ete.

2

Canada.

will be sent, postpaid, for $2.20).

POPULALR EDUCA CION,

s m mbers,

The “C. L. 8. C.” was organized in 1878, The closs t
years—that is 1873-1882, In 1882 this class was gradusted,

The course marked out below for the year beginur ing October,
1590, will be-~
The first year for the “ Class of 1893.” The third
The second year for the ** Class of 1802." The fourih ye
THE FOUR YEARS' COURSE OF TI
1889-90. 189091, 189192,

Social Questions. German Litercture.
rions Literatare,

STUDIES FOR 1889-90.

» set malled post=free for $5,

Canadian Students will. please note that the bocks are supplied by the
Canadian Agents at the American publisher’s prices, no advanca being made
for duty, etc. Canadian Students will thecelore, &L ul it vo
to order from the Canadian Agents, and sive the (uty which tuey

S"mulr\\ Readings. 7. Important

——e e - NS
«“The Chautauquan” may be ordered from Lewis C. Peake,

(To foreign subscribers in countries included in the posta' union,

at joined then read four
and its members are still

: substantially the same.
June,

for the * Class of 1801.”
Class of 1800."

le of the Seiences.

Religious Li erature,

The required readings in  The Chautauquan » will inel ide papers on the following

Excava-
“ The Chautan-
8. The
Nature,

WILLIAM BRICCS, 78 & 80 KING ST, EAST, TORONTO.
CANADIAN ACENTS 4 C. W. COATES, Montreal, Que.
8. F. HUESTIS, Halifax, N.S.

Box 603, Toronto,

*“The Chautauquan *
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ADVERTISEMENTS.

TO CEEURCEHES.
UNFERMENTED

JUICE OF THE GRAPE

FOR SACRAMENTAL PURPOSES.

This article is the pure UNFERMENTED GRAPE JUICE, declared by H. SucpEN EVANS,
F.C.S., F.R.M.S., (Chief Analyst of the Dominion), to be perfectly FREE FROM ALCOHOL
in any form. Also highly recommended

FOR MEDICINAL PURPOSES.

This article is used in most of the Methodist churches in Toronto, and also in churches of
other denominations in the city and throughout Ontario and Quebec. '

IN SEALED BOTTLES.
PRICES —Pints, 35 Cents; Quarts, 60 Cents.

Boxing 1 or 2 bottles, 10 cents extra ; 3 or more bottles, 20 cents extra.

N.B.—S8pecial quotations for quantities.

JOYEUL SONGE

FOR USE IN

PUBLIC AND HICH SCHOOLS, CHURCH ANNIVERSARIES, ETC.
By C. GORDON SCOTT.
Manilla covers, 35 cenis each, - e . $3.60 per dozen.

" COLLECTION "PLATES
Made of Black Walnut—lined with Crimson Plush.
SUPERIOR FINISH.

Price, each, - - - - . - 90 cents.

"BARGAINS IN S. S. CARDS.

We have made up into assorted packages a large number of S. 8. Reward Cards, which we are
selling at very low prices. Many of them are very pretty.

25 Cards, Assorted - - - - - 10 Cents.
(e L s v

50 “  (etter) <+ - <« o @0 *

WILLIAM BRIGGS, 20 to 83 Richmond Street West, Toronto,

C, W, COATES, Mo~NTREAL, QUE, 8, F, HUESTIS, Haurax, N.8,
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ADVERTISEMENTS.

«RICH AND INDISPENSABLE."—A. T. Pierson, D.D.

REPORT OF THE

CENTENARY CONFERENCE

ON THE

PROTESTANT MISSIONS OF THE WORLD,

HELD IN LONDON, JUNE, 188,
Edited by the REV. JAS. JOHNSTON, F.8.8.,

Secretary of the Conference.

TWO LARGE 8VO. VOLS. OF 600 PP. EACH.

If to be sent by Post or Express, net $1.75

Price per Set { It Defivered, net .. . v . oo . oo 1.50

AN IMPORTANT FEATURE in this report, lack of which has prejudiced many against
reports in general, is the special care taken by the editor, who has succeeded in making the
work an interesting and accurate reproduction of the most important accumulation of facts from
the Mission Fields of the world, as given by the representatives of all the Evangelical Societies
of Christendom.

AND ANOTHER: Being published at the above unprecedented price, we feel sure that all
interested in Missions will AT oNCE use their influence to secure its world-wide circulation, as
it well deserves.

STILL ANOTHER: The exce{:tionully coiuplete and helpful indexing of the entire work
in such a thorough manner as to make it of the greatest value as a Reference Encyclopedia on
mission topics for years to come.

Societies desiring a quantity of sets will be supplied at special terms by addressing the
Publisher.

The Rev. Arthur T. Pierson, D.D., of Philadelphia,

In a note just received, regretting that the volume reached him too late for the Missionary
Review of January, says : i

1t cannot be commended too highly. I will take twenty-five copies, to give away, myself.,
1 think no volumes have been published in our day so rich and indispensable to students of
missions,
(Signed) A. T. PIERSON,

The Rev. Alex. Sutherland, D.D,,
GENERAL MISSIONARY SECRETARY, METHODIST CHURCH.
The publication of the Report of the World’s Missionary Conference, recently held in
London, marks an epoch in the history of Missions, The two volumes comprise the richest

treasury of Missionary literature ever given to the world, and are indispensable to every one
who desires to be well informed on this, the foremost religious question of the day.

ToroxNTo, Dec. 20th, 1888, A. SUTHERLAND,

WILLIAM BRIGGS, 29 & 83 Richmond Street West, Toronto.

8. F. HUESTIS, Halifax, N.8,

. W, COATES, Montreal, Que.




ADVERTISEMENTS.

\31&1{1«“13(‘17’! ®
s |

73 INVALUABLE.

o, = -~
S ang

- u »”“_‘v i,\,

cer.

biu,,,a’.
- :77’/7:

a Une,

all Othey Re,

Olicop,

an
g,
——_Ndopg, 4
cep, - ideng

—is Il

YOUNG'S ANALYTICAL p
|

CONCORDANCE TO THE BIBLE.

Designed for the simplest reader of the English Bible. Every w ord in :nlp]mholicul order
arranged under its Hebrew or Greek or al, with the literal meaning of each and
its pronunciation ; exhibiting about three hundred and eleven thousand refer-
ences ; marking 80,000 various readings in the New Testament, with
the latest informution on Biblical Geography and Autiquities, ete.

PRICES :— Royal 8vo, 1090 pp., cloth, $5.00; sheep, $6.00, One-half the prices in England.
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INDISPENSABLE 10 THE CLERGY.
WILLIAM BRIGES, 29 to 33 Richmond Street West, Toronto,

U, W. COATES, MoNTREAL, QUK 8, F. HUESTIS, Haurax, N.§,
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“KING OF PAIN.
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IF THE BABY 1S CUTTING TEETH

Be sure and use that old and well-tried remedy,

MRS. WINSLOW’S

SOOTHING SYRUP

FOR CHILDREN TEETHING.

1t soothes the child, softens the gums, allays all pain,
cures wind colic, and is the best remedy for diarrheea.

TWENTY-FIVE CENTS A BOTTLE. 81y

ONGS OF THE MORNINC.

For the Sunday-school. By REv. 1. Baurzeun and
Rev, E. 8. Loresz, New, Bright, Popular. Large
number of standard hymns. Low prices: Each,
95¢.; by mail, 30c.; &3 per doz. by express; $3.50 post-
paid ; §25 per 100. To superintendents, sample book and
10 copies of sample pages for 25 cents. Address, 10-3

W. J. SHUEY, Publisher, Dayton, Ohio.

French, German, S anish,
Itaiia.n and Latin,

You can, by ten weeks' study, mastereither of these Lan-
su Rt‘l’y for eves day and business conversation,
{ EB.K 8. ROSENTHAL'S celebrated MEISTERSCH-
BYSTEM. Terms $5.00 for books of
with dvﬂmf answers to questions, and _correction of ~
m:d!u. %}e copy, Part 1., 25 cents. Liberal terms b
2 feachers. Latin, PartL., {nﬂ ‘Published, price, 50 cents,
Melstersohaft Publishing Oo.y, Boston, Mass.

AND the Sunday School, &c. Immense
n“P Success. 35¢. post paid ; by express
.wlyer doz. $30 per 100. J, H,

3 )

80 W|N HMYMNS, TUNES ‘J CAROLS for
#3,
‘KURZENKNABE & SONS, Harrisburg Pa. 886

OUR NEW MUSIC BCOOK

HAPPY GREETINGS

18 NOW READY.

This book is purely & Sunday-school book, and is
amply supplied with music for the year round ;
something good for every occasion, and ‘enough of it
to last for several years.

Price 36 Cents Each; $30 Per Hundred.

One Specimen Copy, in Paper Cover, mailed on
receipt of 25 cents. Address,

ASA HULL, Publisher,
160 Nassau Street, New York
WILLIAM BRIGGS,

TORONTO, ONT.
10-1y

RUPTURE

Especlally people with Iarge
Scrotal Hernla disappolnted by
frauds, try a man of 20 years'
experience. Without my patent
Truss your LIFE ISA BURDEN,
IT 18 INVALUABLE TO YOU,
4 Send B¢, stamp for Ilus. Book.
/ RH_A_S- CLUTHE surgical
achinist. 134 King 8t. West,
Toronto, Can. Club feet made
natural in five months without
10-1y

BUY -
The Albert Co.’s
BABY’'S OWN:
SOAP, ]

| OATMEAL, SKIN, e, &c.

BEWARE OF 1MITATIONS.

NORMAN’S

ELECTRO-CURATIVE BELTS

Stand at the head of all curative appliances ; there
are many imitations, but none are equal to them
in excellence for the relief and cure of

EXHAUSTION, INDIGESTION,
LUNG AND LIVER TROUBLES,

And all Nervous Diseases or Rheumatic Affections ; con-
sultation and catalogue free.

A. NORMAN,

4 QUEEN STREET EAST, TORONTO. 103

In ordering goods, or in making Inquiry concerning anything advertised in this Magasine, you will obige the
publisher, aswell as the ‘advertiser, by stating that 1'0% saW the advertigement in THE SUNDAY SCHOOL BANNER.




A Bank | Failure

may fail, and yet, by wise management,
regain its credit. So, also, if wise counsels |
are followed, the strength and vigor of
a failing constitution may be restored.
Many cases like the following could be
cited: Frank Laprise, Salem st., Lowell,
Mass., says, that on account of impure
blood, his whole constitution was shaken.
After taking Ayer's Sarsaparilla freely for
a month, his health was restored, and his
original vigor regained.

Speculation

as to what will cure Dyspepsia, vanishes
before the light of such evidence as that
furnished by O. T. Adams, Spencer, O.,
who says: “For s I suffered acutely
from Dyspepsia, scarcely taking a meal,
until within the last few months, with-
out enduring the most distressing pains of
Indigestion.  Ayer's Sarsaparilla saved
my life. My appetite and digestion are
good, and I feel like a new man.” ¢ Two
bottles of

Ayer’s Sar

saparilla cured me of Dyspepsia,” writes
Evan Joues, Nelson, N. Y. Mrs. A, M.
Beach, Glover, Vt., writes: “A humor
of the Dlood debilitated me, and caused
very troublesome serofulous bunches on
my neck.  Less than one bottle of Ayer’s
Sarsaparilla has restored my appetite and
strength. It has also greatly lessened the
swellings, T am confident they will be
entirely removed by continued use of the
Sarsaparilla.®  Irving Edwards, Tthaca,

N. Y., was afflicted, from boyhood, with
serofulous sore throat. Four bottles, of
Ayer’s Sarsaparilla cured him, and he has |

l
Never

since been troubled with the disease,

to get the best remedy at the outset, in-
volves, in case of sickness, not ouly a
waste of money, but useless suffering.
John . Ward, 9 Tilden st., Lowell, Mass.,
says: “ Ayer’s Sarsaparilla curcd me of
boils, sores, and itches, which no other
remedy could remove. T tried several
other so-called ‘sarsaparillas,” but re-
ceived no benefit from them.,” William
I1. Mulvin, 122 Northampton st., Boston,
Mass., writes that

The Gause

of all his sufferings, “enough to kill a
dozen men,” was the failurc of his kidneys
and liver to properly perform their func-
tions, He was permanently cured by
using Ayer’s Sarsaparilla. Mrs, George
Edwards, Boston Highlands, Mass,, was
cured of liver and bilious troubles by
the use of Ayer’s Sarsaparilla. Warren
Leland, the famous hotel proprietor of
New York city, writes: *“I bhave person-
ally used Ayer's Sar-

saparilla

for Rheumatism, with entire success.
There is no medicine in the world equal to
it for the cure of liver diseases, gout, the
effects of high living, and all the various
forms of blood diseases.” Benj. Coach-
man, Bronson, Fla., writes: I suffered
for months from debility, and pains in the
lower part of my chest, Three bottles of
Ayer's Sarsaparilla have made a new man
of me. Iam entirely cured.” Doctor T.
Porter, Cerro Gordo, Tenn., writes: “I
have preseribed Ayer's Sarsaparilla in my
practice for a number of years, and find
its action admirable,” It never

Fails

to vitalize the blood and expel impuritics,

Prepared by Dr. J. C. Ayer & Co., Lowell, Mass,, U. 8. A,
For sale by all Druggists. Price $1; six bottles for &0,




