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Introductory Address.

Not without much trouble, some expense,
and considerable anxiety of mind we this
day issue our first number of ¢ Tne Ca-
NADIAN Masoxic Pionger,” the only paper,
wo believe, ever yet published in this Pro-
vince whose pages are to be exclusively de-
voted to Free-masonry.

The want of 2 fitting organ of the Cauadian
Freemasons has been for some time past, but
more particularly of late, severely felt. Mat-
ters of great moment to the fraternity at large
have very recently been transpiring in our
midst, without the opportunity or possibility of
individual members of the craft investigating
the merits or demerits of these matters, so
amply as their importance demands ; and thus
it happens that all, or nearly all, the masonic
knowledge and law applicable to such sub-
jects have been confined to the few, whilst
amongst the many a lamentable ignorance has
prevailed. To supply this want, to extend
Masonic information, and generally to ad-
vance the interest and welfave of Masonry; are
the prime objects of the projectors of ¢ Tke
Canadian Masonic Pioncer.”> We neither
expect nor desire to make a remunerative spe-
culation by the issue of our paper: if we be-
nefit the cause of Masonry gencrally, and at
the same dime barely cover our actual ex-
penses, we shall be content, satisfied with the
kuowledge that the houor, glory, and reputa-
tion of the institution owe somecthing to our
labors, and that our cflorts to be of some use
have not been altogether unsuccessful.

The Pioncer will be conducted on strictly
Masonic principles. We shallbeslow totake
offence, and specially careful to offer none.
‘The old and established landmarks of the fra-

* per conclusion wnay be finally established in

e e tan
liere to; the constitution of the order we shall
faithfully uphold and maintain—we shall fear-
lessly and honestly assert our own particular
opinions, treating those, however, of others,
with deference and respect. Above all, we
shall be careful to maintain and support, in
their fullest splendor, those truly masonic
tenets of our profession, viz., brotherly love,
relief, and truth. 'We shall be found zealous
aupporters of tue Grand Lodge of Canada, be-
lieving it to be a regularly constituted and es-
tablished Masonic body, and one calculated to
confer immense benefits on the craft through-
out the Province. We wish particularly to
draw the attention of our readers to a series of
articles on the subject of the Grand Lodge of
Canada, 1ts formation, and probable utilty,
which will appear at regular intervals in our
paper. If the arguments we “nay advance on
this question should seem unsound, illogical,
or not conclusive, we frecly offer our columns
to any party desirous of controverting them,
promising a fair and patient hearing; and
we are the more encouraged to do so be-
cause we feel that the principles involved ir
the ultimate success of the Grand Lodge
of Canada are of vast importanee, and will
doubtless hereafter be adduced as prece-
dents whereby similar movements mn the
fraternity will be governed ; we therefore
concceive, that o long as a single doubt re-
mains unexplained, we shatl be but” fulfilling
an evident duty in offering every laeility 1o
have that doubt carefully awl guardedly exa-
mined and scrutinized, so that a just and pro-

the premises.

With this brief address to the readers of our
first number, we appeal to them withou! scru-
ple or diffidence, for co-operation and support,

teniity, being dear to us, we shall steadily ad-

and doubt not but that ourappeal will be libe-
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rally and cheerfully responded to, promismg
on our part to relax nothing in our efforts to
make « The Canadian Masonic Pioneer® a
welcome and wished for visitor,  Par sit for-
tuna labori.

Meeting of the Grand Lodge of Canada.

The next regular communication of the
Grand Lodge of Canada will 1ake place at
Hamilton, on the 9th of July next. Business
of the utmost importance t0 the craft will be
transacted at that meeting. It is, therefore,
very desirable that the Lodges, generally,
should be represented. The Grand Officers
will be elected—the Constitution and Repula-
tions revised, the affiliated Lodges numbered
and many questions of paramount interest set-
tled. We would respectfully suggest to those
Lodges which give the Grand Lodge of Cana-
da their decided and cordial approval, but are
not yet afliliated with it, the propriety of at
once coming forward, receiving their wamants,
and takmg part in the proceedings, which
must prove of vast and vital importance to
the interests of Masonry in Canada.

The members of Zetland and St. George’s
Lodge of this city, are particularly fortunat, in
sccuring the services of Brother R. J. Fowler,
as their organist, he being, doubtless, ong
of the most accomplished musicians in the
province. We sfrongly recommend the intro-
duction of music into the Lodges, because, as
Mackey hath it, as “the concord of sweet
sounds” elevates the gencrous sertiments of
the soul, so should the concord of good feeling
reign among the brethren, that by the union of
friendship and brotherly love, the boisterous
passions may be lulled, and harmony exist
throughout the craft.



Ganada to England.

ADDRES3 OF THE GRAND LopncGe or Avcresr
Frer axDp Accerrep MasoNs oF (‘anapy,
To THE UNITED UraND LobGE or I'rER anp
AccerTED MasoNsor IENGLAND.

To the Must Worshipfel the Giuand Muaster, the
Rig]ll "'ur.s/u'ﬂful ”‘L I)QMAI_I/ Graed Jltuxslur,
the Grund Offica s, und Bithien of the United
Grund Todge, of Fiew and wdewpled Masuns of
England.

We, the Grand Master, Deputy Grand Mas-
ter, Officers and Brethren, ot the Grand Lodge of
Ancient Free and Accepted Masons of Canada,
with simcere respect and Fraternal vegmd, send
Greeling.

The Free Masons of Canada to the nutnber of
41 Lodges, having umted in the establishment
of a Grand Lodge of Canada (as you have doubtless
already been 1nformed,) we foel it onr first duty
t) lay before you, as the parent to whom the ma-
jonty of our members owe their Masonie evist~
ence, a fall explanation of the circumstances which
dictated, and the course we pursued in taking a
step which, while 1t determines the rule of the
Giand Lodge of England over us, as Lodges, we
confidently believe will notsover, and we eainestly
trust will not weaken, the Holy Boud of Brother-
hood so long existing between us as Musons,

In offering these explanations, we feel assured
by the punty of the otives by which we were
actuated, and the justness of “our cause, that
we shall not ask fiom you m vam that gener-
ousand truly Masonic consideration which has ever
disinguished the Grand Lodge of England.

The absence tn this Provinee of that progress in
our Masonmc Art wihich has mvarably attended
the existence of duly constituted Lodges in every
othier country, had long been a snurce of nnfeigned
sortuw to all zealous Canadian Freemasons, w ho
observed with deep regret that the advancement
of the Oider was by no means commensmnate
with the rapid tmprovement which marked every
other branch of the social and political economy
of this noble Province.

‘The prmcl{ml mfluences which retarded the
progress of Masonry m Canada cannot be better
desenbed than by the foliowmg extracts fioma
circular on the subject, issued by the Lodze of
Strict Observance, No. 833, R. I, of the city of
Hannlton, m the mounth of Septemberlast.

Adverting to the alleged grievances suffered by
the Craft 1t 1s there stated :

s The first and most important is, the diversity
of interest and the want of harmony m action and
n working, resulting from the growth mn the Pra-
vince of Lodges hathng from the Grand Lodges
of dufferent countries, thus perpetuatng locad and
national fechings and prejudices, and conflicting
nteresls, and consequent estrangement of aflection
amongst the brethren ot an order that knows no
country and is confinied to no race.

¢ The second 1s, the mamfest mjustice of Lodaes
m this Province being required, out of their hmit-
ed means, to contntbute to the accomulated funds
of the Grand Lodgeof Eugland, in addition 1o hav-
1g to support a Provincial Grand Lodue—and es~
pecially as the great proportion of claumns for Ma-
sonic assistanece that areduly and hourly occurring
in this Province, are made by brethren emmgratine
from the Mother Country, whilst mstances of Ma-
sons leaving this for England s a position to re-
quire such relief ate rare, 1f they ever ocenr atall.
‘The Grand Lodge of England thus doubly tax 1he
Fraternity here by transferring 1o these shores
numberless clammants for Masonte benevolence,
at the same time that they are recenving from us a
portion of our means ¢f affording that assistance.

* The third is, the inconvenience ansmyg from
the lengthened periods that must clapse, mn conse-
quence of the distance between us and the Grand
L.odge of England, before we can recerve replies
to our communicalioiis, sauclivn 1o our pioceed-
ings, warrants, certificales of memberstap, ctc.,
even in cases of emergency ; and instances have

often occwmred of brethren being depiived of ihie
prvileges of the Cialt, by lcaviug fur foreign

~

Jueviowsly to theiriuitialion.  Tlusduadvantage is
unavoidable even were the corresponJdence and re-
mittances of our Lodges promply ichnowledged
and complied with, but which unhapply is far
fiom being the case; important commuiications
having frequently remained without 1eply for
wionths, aud 1 sutue cases for years, greaily to the
o endeice of the Flaleruity here , aud notwiths
staitling at complaints of suck neglect have been
repatedly tepiesented to the Grand Ludge of
England through the regular channel of communi-
cation, and also by retolution of the Provincial
Giaul Lodge through the Graud Registrar of Ing-
laud, they have as yet recetved no attention nor
redtess—a neglect highly discourteous towardsthe
Masons of Canada, and sertously mjutious to the
general interests of the Ciaft.

 The last, but in our estimation by no means
the least of the alleged grievanees, is the ap-
pointment of our Provineial Grand Master by the
Graud Masler of Englaud, which vittually Jeaves
the appomtment w the hands of the Masons of
Lugland—wlio, at a distance of uear 4000 nules,
way reasonally Le expected to lLe practically
ignoranit of the svaial positivn and requirenients
of the Craft i Canada—and masmuch as the Pio-
viiieial Graud Officers are nomuated by the Pro-
vincial Graud Master, the efficiency or mu fliciency
of the admuustration of our affairs depends entirely
upou the digible or mmeligible selection of a Pio-
vincial Grand Master made tor us by the Graud
Master of Englaud—aud tius selection 1s made
without refeicuce tv the opimons of the [Fra-
ternily iu Canada, as to the Masonic atlamments,
zeal orantciest i tue Cialt, aud general qualibea-
tons of the nonnnce, although they would na-
tuially be the best mformed v the subgect, and
most deeply anterested m the result.

* The Pioviucial Graud Lolge, thus constuuted
ts placed u the eqmivocal pusition ol buing irre-
spous.ble to, and independent ot the Craift in Ca-
nada, whilst expeinence has shown hat body v
be unable to secuie from the Grand Lodge of
England the attention and respect due to their po-
sitton as a Provinaal Graud Lodge.”

The sentunents contaned in the forezomg ex-
tracts were parucipated 1 by the whole ot the
Masonic Fratetnty, with searcely au wdividual
exception , nor Were such fechings aud convicaons
of recent formation, the necessity of estabhishing a
Canadian Graud Lodge, haviag tor many years
occupned the serious consudesation of 1he bretliren,
but hailiug as they «wd fiom different Giand
Lodges, and distribuled s they were over a Pro-
vince extending 1 length 1,600 mudes, and breadth
averaging uver 220 males, bewng three imes as large
as Great Butaw aud Ircland—the meaus of com-
munication, tov, bewg very imperfect—they had
but few oppoitumtics of meeting togethier, and
much taue, thetdore. clapsed butvie any action
was taken i the matter. .

The first important step occurred at a meeting
of the Provincial Giand Lodge ot Upper Canada,
held in October, A. L., 5852, when after express-
ing the Jughest respeet and esteem for their parent
Grand Lodge of Englaud, a resolution was unant-
mously passed, to the eflect that 1t1s absofutely
uecessary for the wellare of Masonry in the Pro-
vince, that an indeperddent Grend Ludge should be
estabhished, having fuli power to control the
working and opesativns of the Craftn this quarter
of the globe, and that all funds acerving from the
same snould be retased by the sand Grand Lodge,
to meet the urgent necessiies of the Craftin the
Province.

In May, A. L, 5833, the same Grand Body, (the
Provincial Granmd Lodze,) adopted and forwarded
a petition to the Grand Lodgc of Eugland, which
afler buefly nmirating the Masonie istory of
Western Canada, fromr the year 3792, and siatng
—that the advancement of Masonry had been ot a
less chcenng natwie than the progress of Canada
in population, mtelhgence and wealth, had war-
sauted them in anwcipating, and that thar tands
were drained by the constant demands, fron, indi-
zeut bicthiun, enugiants fioin Gieat Buitam and
Treland, walid thiey were unable W cany out the

countries before the airival of et cerlificales— | great chantable objects of e  wstitations,—
for which, it must be burue s nund they bad pundU-m)ed that they anght be allowed o ictain ail
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fees arising fiom the working of the Craft, and
also that the various Lodges under their jurisdic-
tion nught be permitted to elect their own Provin-
cial Grand Master—at the same time expressing
the belief that if the praycr of their petition were
granted, and the Grand Lodge of England wonld
eacil us mfluence o anduce the other Grand
Ludges of Gieat Butwn tot tu 1ssuo any more
wanails to Ludges i Canada, that ere long the
whule Cralt 1 the Trovince would be umted 1in
one harmonious body.

‘Tliese petitions aud resolutions having elicited no
reply from the Grand Lodge ot Kngland, resolu-
tions were passed at subsequent meetings of the
Provinetal Grand Lodge, directing that applica-
ttions be made to the Grand Lodge of England, first
through the Grand Secretar y—the regular channel
of communication—and alterwards through the
Grand Rémstrar, respectfully calling attention to
the petitions, and begeing that they might be
favored with consideration and some teply. These
applications appear to have been alike unavaihing
w procuning from the Grand Ludge of Englandany
constdeiatton of the claims of the Masons of Cana-
da, for at a meeting of the Provincial Graud Lodge
on the 19th of July last, 1t was officially announe-
ed that no reply bad been received from the Grand
Lodge of England to any of these commumcations.

Finding that the wterest of the Craft m the Pro-
vince were suffering with mereased seventy from
the causes of which tney had complamned, feeling
deeply the uncourteous neglect the petitions and
contespondetice of the Provincial Grand Lodge had
expenenced from the Officers of the Grand Lodge
of England—and believing the Provincial Grand
Lodge to be incapable of obtaining from the Grand
L.dge of England those coucessions which the
posttion of the Craft render ndispensable—a very
large majority of the membets of the Provinetal
Graud Ludge were desirous of calling 2 meeting of
all the Canadian Lodges, for the purpose of decid-
mz on and adopling the correct constitutional
course for secuing Jhat 1elief which the circum.
stances of their case demanded.

Several 1esolutions having that object 1n view
were proposed, but the Right Worshipful Deputy
Provinctal Grand Master (presiding) ruled them
out of order, and refused to submit them (o the
wmeelng, adjouriing the Provincial Grand Lodge
until the next day.

In consequence of the refusal of the Deputy
Piovincial Grand Master to take the opinon of the
Ludge on any of the 1esolutions proposed, a nume-
ious meeting of members of the Provincial Grand
Lodge, includiog several Provincial Grand Officers,
was held after the adjournmen. of the Provincial
Grand Lodge, any after considering the unsatisfac-
lory posilion and prospects of the craft, and des-
pairmg of ever obtaming redress of their griev-
ances through the intervention of the Provincial
Grand Lodge, a resolution was uranimously passed
calling a meeting of Delegates from all Canadian
Lodges to be held in the city of Humilton, on the
10th of October, to consiler the expediency of
establishing a Grand Lodge of Canada.

In conformity with that 1esolution, u. !in pur-
suance of a summons issued to all the Lodges in
Canada, the representalives of foriy-one Lodges,
hailing from the Grand Lodges of England, Ireland
and Scotland, assembled at the Masonic Hall
in the City of Hamilton on the 101h of October,
A. L., 5859.

Very Worshipful Brother the Rev. F. J. Lm{ly,
D. C. L. Praviucial Grand Chaplain of Upper Ca-
nada, and Worshipful Master of the Union Lodge
Grimsby, No. 494, R. E., was called upon to offi-
ciate as Chaplain during the session of the Conven-
tion.

‘The Convention havirg been
solemm prayer,

Very Worshipful Brother C. Magill, Past Junior
Grand Warden of Upper Canada, and Worshipful
Master of the Barton Lodge Iammlton, No. 733,
R. E., and Mayor of the City, was called upon
to presude ; and,

Veiy “Vorshupial Brother, T. B. Harns, Past
Mastei of Ste John s Lodge, Hamilton, No. 231, R.
L., was requested to act as Secretary.

On the recummendativn of a comnuttee ap~

tnaugurated by
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pointed for the purpose, the rules aud regulations
for conducting public business, contained in the
Book of Constitutions of the Grand Lodge of Fng-
land, were mutulis mutandis, manimonsly adopted
for the government of the Convention.

The objects tor which the Convention was call-
ed were introduced with exyplanatoiy obsetvations
by the Cha.rman, who invited the breihien pre-
sent to expiess their views ou the subject betore
the mecting freely and at leugth.

The convention was addressed by many of the
brethren, and the several points of alleged griev-
ance were very fully considered and discussed.

In the course of the debate it was urged, that,
however willing the Grand Lodge of Enzland
might be to concede all the points embraced
the petitions of the Provincial Grand Lodge, the
serious inconvenience aiising fiom the distance
(near 1,000 nules) between Great Biitaw aud
this Province, could not thus be avuided, whilst
the establishment of a Grand Lodge of Canadu, i
addition to remedying that incuis enienice, would
unite as one family the Fiaternity of the Pro-
vince, identify the interests, and assimifate the
workmyg of the vanous Lodges at present belapg-
1ng to thiee distinet jurisdictions, and establish hai-
mony throughout the Craft.

It was furcher urged that having a Grand Lodge
in the Province would affoid the Lodges a conve-
nience of communication which would greatly fa-
cilitate the business of the Cralt—that (he amnouul
of dues *hat would be saved by haviug Lut oue
Grand Lodge to support would mati1ially lneiease
their beravolent 1esources—that a Giard Lodge,
with oflicers annually elective by the Vasans of
Canada, would sccure due attontion to the interests
cf the Fizternity, and elevate Freemasonry in Ca-
nada to a pomtion of prospenty, mfluence, anu uti-
hty. undei any other chrcumstances far beyond its
capabiltties,

It wasalso urged that amongst the nunierous and
intellizent Lody of Masous in the Provanee, the
1¢quisite talent and devotion tu the welfuie of the
Craft may at ail times be fown! 10 conduet an
efficient administration of the affairs of Freema-
soary in Canada, and that the necessities of the
Fraternity required that they should assume a posi-
tion of self-government.

‘The fechng of the Convention being mamitestly
8o strongly in favor of the establishment of an m-
dependent Grand Ludge, a Comnuitice, compused
of those brethren whose Masoute huowledge aud
general ability had disunguished them as the best
qualified for the fithful and efficieat perfornsance
ofso important a duty, was appoiuted to investi-
gate all available Masonic authorities for precedents
appheable tothe peeuliar circumstanees of the
case. ‘The result of their researches was a1ecom-
mendation for the immediate formation, ofa Grand
Lodgeof Canada. “I'misrecommendation, with the
full and explanatory report ¢f the Comunttee, hav-
ing reccived from the Brethren that calmand grave
consideration which the serious iuportance of the
snl)ject demanded, it was felt that, however pain-
ful itmight be to them thus tosever the link which
had so Iong bound them to their parent Grand
Lodges of Great Britain and Ireland. and sincerely
as they felt, and readily acknowledged, the daty
they owed to those paent Grand Lodges, they felt
that they owed a still higher duty to Freemasonry,
whose interests were at stake, and whose prospe-
rous existence in the Province inperatively requir-
ed that immediate separation.

It was thereon solemuly resolved—

That in order to apply a remedy to these evils
~—t0 form perfect fraternal union, and har-
mony, establish order, ensmie tranquility, provide
for, and promote the weneral welfare of the Craft,
and secure to the Fraternity of Canada all the
blessings of Masonic privilege, it is expedient,
right, ‘and our bounden duty to form a Grand
Lodgt of Canadi.

* lt'was then on motion unanimously resolved.

‘That the Grand Lodge of Ancient Free and Ac-
septed Masons of Canada. be and s hereby torned
upon the.. Ancient -Charges and Constitution of
Masonry.

A. Commiltec was then appomnted to prepare
rules and regulations. for the goverument of the
Grand Lodge ot Canada; and a temporary cude

having been submitted and approved, the Grand
Lodge proceeded to the election of Grand Master
and Grand Officers. V. W. Bio. W. M, Wilson, Past
Grand SemorWarden of the Provincial Grand Lodge
of Upper Canada, and W. M. of Nafolk Lodge,
Simcoe, C. WV,, No. 500, R. K., was elected Grand
Master, and V. W, Bro. A. Bernard, Past Grand
Juutor Deacon of the Provincial Uraud Lodge ot
Muntieal, and Willtam Henry, Lower Canada,
and W. }. of St. Geosge’s Lodge Montieal, C, IS..
No. 613, R. E.,, was clected Deputy  urand
Master, and Bicthien of Masonie abiity were
electad and appointed Grand Officers.

Cammiltees were then appointed to conduct the
general busiuzgs of the Grand Lodge, and the Con-
vention was adjourned wath solemn payer—its
deliberations having occupted three days,

The requsiie arangements having previously
been made, on the 2nd of November, the Giand
Lodge was duly consecrated, and the Grand
Mastei cleet regularly ausialicd, 1 due and ane
cient form by the Most Waotsinpful the Honorable
IL U, Bachus, P. G. M. of ihe Most Worshipful
the Grand Ludge of the Stale of Miclugan, assisted
Ly otlier Brethren of ewiuence and distction in
the Crait,

The Grand Lodge of Canada was thus reaglaly
formed and maugurated, m the bame of the Great
Architect of the Umverse, v conformity with the
custom which has prevatled in the establishment
ot Grad Lodges, and we confidently belteve that
the ciicumstances which cailed 1t 1o existence
weie as tuch strouger. as the _umiber ot Lodges
by whom it was foimed was greater than had eves
befoie combiued fur the cieation of auew Grand
Lodze. From the time when the Four Lodges of
London renounced their allegianee to the Grand
Loige of York, and formed themselves mito an in-
dependent Grand Lodge, up to the pesent penod,
the greatest numnber on record of Lodges over as-
soerated to erect a new Grand Lodge was seventeen,
ninlst forty-one Lodwges, and holding warrants,
o, tiom three different juusdictivns, were har-
wonnously uinted 1 the establishinent vt the Grand
Loiize of Canada.

We have now stated as briefly as their impor-
tance would admit.the whole of the circumstances
connected with the formation of the Grand Lodze
of Canada, and we submit them awith all due
respect to your august Body, to whom we have
always looked upasthe fountain of Masome kuow-
tedge, and the bnghtest example of virtue, dizmty.
ad benevolence, and trom whom the great majo-
nty of us clum, and ever wiil proudiy  boast, our
descent.

Having been entiusted with the sacred duty of
directing the affuiis vt the Crall, 1n tus Province,
and of repyesenting thum and advocating thewr -
terests throughout the Universe; aud having solenmn-
ly undertaken that charge, and 1o dissemnate the
grand principles of our Ancient and Honoralle Or-
der, and promote to the ulmost extent of our ability
the geaeral prospornty of the Fratermity itis ounr
carnest desne and wmtention to tollow and mamtam,
pure and unsuilied, the ancient landmarks, laws.
and traditions ot the Craft as we receved them from
your hands.

Jongaged in one common cause—the good of our
fellow-men, by promoting the wtcrest of onr time.
honored Institution,—and it being our first wish
and highest ambition tn establish and peipotuate a
sincere and mtimate atliance with the Grand Lodge
of Bngland, we extend o you, in the name of ou
Davine Art, the night hand ot brotherhood, and
confn.ently claim from you a reciprocation of onr
fraternal r1egard. .

Signed on behalf ot the Grand Lodge of Canada.

Wit Mercrr Wirsoy, G. M.
(1. S.)
‘Tros. Birp Harnis, G. S,

Hamilton, C. W., 10th Nov., A. T.. 5855.

Banquet and Presentation,

‘The members of the Hiram Chapter of Ha-
milton, Canada West, met vn Triday, the il
of April, for the purpuse of presenting Cum-
panicn Thomas Duggan with a piece of Silver
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Plate, as a testimonial of their appreciation of
his wotth as a man and a Freemason. The
aceasion was ono of much rejoicing with those
who patticipated.  An elegant -banquet was
provided to 1efiesh the physical man, while
the feast of reason and the flow of sou! contri-
buted to give a zest and a cliarm to the good
things.sct bufore them.  The Companions
were in full Masonic tegalia. Comp. C. Ma-
gill presided, Comp. Duggan, the guest of the
evemng, stting at Lls night, Comp. J. Harns
at his left.

After the proper atiention had been bestow-
ed, in stowing away, m the most agrecable
manner, the ¢ goodies® of all kinds, and lis-
tening to sweet strans of music during the
whole of the 1epast, a number of toasts were
drank. The fifth toast was given by the
Chairman, having immediate reference “to the
olject ol the evening, m the fullowing words :
¢ Health, long life and happiness to Compa-
niun Duggan,® at the same time he presented
to lum the testunonial, and made the following
remarks: )

« Companion Thomas Duggan, the Com-
pamons Royal Arch Masons of the Hiram
Chapter, Canada West, Leing deeply impress-
ed with, aud hughly appreciating the valuable
seivices whicl, fur mauy years, vou have so
ably and willingly rendered the Chapter, both
i the exalted posttion of Most Excellent High
Piiest, amd 1n other otfices, and duly recogni-
zing the zeal vou have alwavs displayed for
the welfare of the Chapter and ifs members
from the date of its chatter in 1849, in which
your name appears as First Principal, until
the present tiine, have unanimously deter-
mined to present you a piece of Plate, as a
testimony of theit adinirativn of your Masonic
sedly and a meento of their individual fiend-
ship and regaxd.

«“The testimunial now piesented to you,
was chusen 1 preference to any emblem of
our ancient and beloved Ovder, with the view
that the amiable partner of your life might, in
some degree, patticipate in the pleasure which
must Le cvet engendered by the contemplation
of a tuken frum so many fricnds wnd Compa-
tions.  May the Great 7 .1m long preserve
you to cach other in the emyoyment of domes-
tic cumlurt, health, happiness, amd peace 5 and
may the botds of friendship and brotherly love
now eaisting between us continue to cement
and stiengthen, so that as years roll on, many
bright links may be added 10 the already ex-
tended chain of friendship.*

The teatimonial prescuted to Comp. Duggan,
was an claboratly el sed silver jug, bearing
the following mecription :— Presented by the
Royal Arch Masous of Hliram Chapter, Haml-
ton, C.W,, to Comp. Thomas Duggan, as a
tuken of their appreciation of the valuable
services which he has iendered to the Chapter
during the many years of his officiating as
Most Excellent High Priest, and asamemento
of their fraternal regard and esteem.” The
toast was drank with much enthusiasm, and
was responded *n at sume length, in a feeling
manner, by C .npamon Duggan.

Among the Conpanions named, we find
some with whom we have been m fraternal
correspondence for a long ime.  "The occasion
appears to have been oune of great rejoicing,
and will, no doubt, be long remembered by
those who were present.  Companion E. M.
Iurris, one of the testimonial committes, re-
plied 1o a toast in langnage which does him
credit, and we cannot refrain from transferring
to our columns the excellent Masonic senti-
ment which he gaie, vie.—+May the sight
of the nuserable and aitlicted, and tho touch
of the puur ur distreasud, ever vdise sympathy
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and compassion to be folt in tho heans, and
relief al:\?\) succor to flow from the pockets of
Masons as surely and freely as the water
flowed from the rock when touched by the rod
of Moaes.”?

Companion Grist was there, who charmed
the Companions with the melody of his voice ;
also Companions Clarke, Thomas, Patten, muf
others ; besides, speeches were male by Com-
panions Burness, Baine, Henwood, Osborne,
Rastrick, and Lee, which wero replete with
interesting information, and were listened to
with marked attention. The festivities closed
n peace and harmony, and the evening was
greatly enjoyed by all present.

We have condensed the above from the
Hamilton Gazelte of the 10th instant.
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@he Canudizn Llusonic Proneer,

MONTREAL, JUNE 2, 1856.

The duty of a pioneer, in military patlance,
«is to march with or before the army, to repair
the road, or clear it of obstructious, work at the
intrenchments, or form mines for the destruc-
tion of an enemy, or remove obstructions, or
one who prepares the way for another.”> For
this labor sturdy, strong, robust and determin-~
ed soldiers, though not the most skilful, are
always chosen. Having taken our stand as
a pioneer in Masonry, we shall endeavor faith-
fully to perform our duty to the craft with mi-
litary precision, by boldly marching with them
and repairing, or rather smoothing, the roads
through which we must all pass before we can
be tried by the unering principles of the
square and compasses ; to remove all obstruc-
tions to the progress and advancement of the
true principles of masonry in Canada to work at
the intrenchments, until we shall have sapped
and countermined the works of those who
would lead masons to forget the honored prin-
ciples of the Level. and to prepare the way
for the advance of the Grand Lodge of Canada,
to that position which we, the great mass of
Canadian masons have as undoubted a right
to attain in the nineteenth century, as four
Lodges had in the cighteenth. As Pioneer,
we have donned the spade, the pick-axe, and
the crowbar (quill), and with them we will
boldly work until we shall have cleared away
every obstacle, which, 1o a certain extent,
here in Canada East, conceals the beauties of
our time-honored anstitution ; and we shall ot
cease from our labors until we shall have
brought them ont shining «ud resplendent 1n
their ancient glory. But in Jdoing this our read-
ers must bear with us and recollect our name.
We are only a Pioneer, whose mstruments of
labor are rough tools, which can only do rough

~

——
work, but that work shall bo performed with
a truthfulness of purpose above suspicion ; and
should certain things jar upon the car, blame
the facts—not us.

Trusting that sume more ¢. peit worhnien
will, by our exertiong, be brougnt out to fimsh
the Iabour we have began, and if we can but
aucceed in this last point, we shall consider
onrselves fully rewanded fur out daing 1o open
a yet untravelled road 1 the wilds of Canada.

e

The Grand Lodge of Canada
A STRICTLY LEGAL AND CONSTITU-
TIONAL BODY OF MASONS.

The writer happoued to be presentata Ma-
sonic Lodge, not a thousand miles from Mon-
treal, when a distinguished member, high in
oftice, pronounced a Grand Lodge formed in
Canada, by a Convention of Delegates, con-
sisting of Masters and Wardens ol regularly
warranted Lodges, ¢illegal and unconstitu-
tional.” When requested to state, for the in-
formation of the brethien, what would be a
legal mode of forming a Grand Lodge, he was
“not prepared, he said, to give an answer.”
“He did not know.” How, then, did he
know that he was not denouncing the only
legal mode in which a Grand Ledge could be
formed? That he was doing so, we shall
have no difficulty in showing. In a series of
articles, which will appear in the Pioneer,
we hope to be able to demonstrate, to the en-
tire satisfaction of every brother, who will take
the trouble to read them, that the Grand Lodge
of Canada, is, in every respect, a strictly legal
and constitutional body ot Masons. As an
introduction to these articles, wo avail our-
selves of a very clear and correct « lustorical
sketch,” by Mackey, in his «Principles of
Masonic Law.”

¢ Grand Lodges under their present organ-
ization, are, in respect to the antiquity of the
Order, of a comparatively modern cate. We
hear of no such bodies 1n the eather ages of
the institution.  Tradition informs us, thator-
%mq]ly it was governed by the despotic au-
thority of a few chiefs. At the building of
the temple, we have reason to believe that
King Solomon exercised an unhmuted and ir-
responsible control uver the craft, although a
tradition, (not, however, of undoubted autho-
Tity) says that he was assisted in his govern-
ment by the counsel of twelve superintend-
ents, selected from the twelve tribes of Israel.
But we know too little, from authentic mate-
rials, of the precise system adopted at that re-
mote (chodz to enable us to make any histo-
rical deductions on the subject.

The first lustorical notice that we have of
the formation of a supreme controlling body
of the fraternity, is in the “ Gothic Constitu-
tions"* wlich assert that, in the year 287, St
Alban, the proto-martyr of England, who was
a zealous patron of the craft, obtained from
Carausius, the British Emperor, ¢ charter
for the Masons to huid a general council, and

* The Gothic Constitutions are that code of laws
which was adopted by the General Assembly at
York, in the year 926. They are no longer exiant,
but portions of them have heen preserved by An-
derson, Preston, and other writers.

avo it the name of assembly.” The rocord
urther states, that St. Alban attended the
meeling and assisted in making masons, giv-
mg them «good charges and regulations.”
We know nof, however, whether this assern-
bly ever met agam; and 1t it did, for how
many years it continued to exist.  ‘The subse-
quent fustory of Freemasonry 1s enturoly silent
on the subject.

"The neat general assemblage of the craft,
of whith the rceords of IFreemasonry mform
us, was that convened m 926, at the city of
York, in Eugland, by Prince Edwin, the bro-
ther of King Atholstane, and the grandson of
Alfred the Great.  Tins, we say, was the next
general assemblage, because” the Ashmoloe
manuscript, wiich was destroyed at the revi-
val of Freemasonry in 1717, is said to have
stated that, at that tune, the Prince obtamned
from his brother, the king, a permission for
the craft «to hold a yearly commumecation and
a general assembly.” ‘The fact that such a
power of meeting was theu granted, is conclu-
stve that 1t did not before oxist; and would
seem to prove that the agsemblies of the craft,
authorised by the charter of Carausius, had
long since ceased to be held. This yearly
communication did not, however, constitute,
at least 1n the sense we now understand it, a
Grand Lodge. The name given to it wasthat
of the ¢ General Assembly of Masons.” [t
was not Testricted, as now, to the Masters and
Wardens of the subordinate lodges, acting in
the capacity of delegates or representatives,
but was composed, as Preston has observed,
of as many of the fraternity at large as, being
within a ‘convenient distance, could atten
once or twice a Jear, under the auspices.of
one general head, who was elected and in-
stalled at one of these meetings, and who, for
the time being, received homage as the gover-
nor of the whole body, Any Brethren who
were competent to discharge the duty, were
allowed, { the regulations of the Order, to
open and hold lodges at their discretion, at
such times and places as were most conveni-
ent to them, and without the necessity of what
we now call a Warrant of Constitution, and
then and there to initiate members into the
Order.* To the General Assembly, however,
all the craft, without distinction, were permit-
ted to repair; each Mason present wasentitted
to take part in the deliberations, and the rules
and regulations enacted were the result of the
votes o the whole body. The General Assembly
was, in fact, precisely similar to those political
congregations which, in our modern phrascolo-
gy, we term ¢mass meetings.’

These annual mass meelings or General
Assemblies continued to be held, for maan
centuries after their first establishment, at the
city of York, and were, during all that period,
the supreme judicatory of the fraternity.—
There are frequent references to the annual
assemblies of Freemasons in public docu-
ments. The preamble to an act passed in
1425, during the reign of Henry VL, just five
centuries after the meeting at York, states
that, ¢ by the yearly congregalions and con-
federacies made by the Masons in their gene-
ral asseniblics, the good course and effect of
the statute of laborers were openly violated
and broken.”? This act which forbade such
meetings, was, however, never gut in force ;
for an old recond, quoted in the book of Con-
stitutions, speaks of the Brotherhood having
frequented this ¢rautual assembly,” m 1434,
in the reign of the same king. We have ano-
ther record of the General Zssemb]y, which

*Preston, book iv., see. 2, p. 132, 0. (U.M.L., vol.

iii. p. 109.)
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was held in York on the27th December, 1561,
when Queen Elizabeth, who was suspicious of
their gecracy, sent an crmed foree to dissslve
the meoting. A copy is still preserved of the
regulations which were adopted by a similar
assembly held m 1663, on the festival of St.
John the Evangelist ; and in these regulations
it is declared that the private Jodges ghall give
an account of all their acceptations made dur-
mg the year to the General Agsembly. Ano-
ther regulation, however, adopted at tho same
time, still more explicitly acknowledges the
existence of a General Assembly as the go-
verning body of the fraternity. It is there
provided, ¢that for tho future, the said frater-
nity of Freomasons shall boe regulated and
govemed by one Grand Master and as many

Vardens as the said society shall think fit to
appoint at every Annual General Assombly.*

And thus the interests of the institution con-
tinued until the beginning of the eighteenth
century, or for neatly eight hundred years, to
be entrusted to thoso General Assemblies of
the fraternity, who, without distinction of rank
or office, annually met at York to legislate for
the government of the craft.

But in 1717, a new organization of the go-
verning nead was adopted, which gavebirth
to the establishment of a Grand Lodge, in the
form in which these bodies now exist. So
important a period in the history of Masonry
demands our special attention.

After the death, in 1702, of King William,
who was himself a Mason, and a great patron
of the craft, the institution began to languish,
the lodges decreased 1n number, and the Ge-
neral issemb]y wag entirely neglected for
many years. A few old lodges continued, it
is true, to meet regularly, but they consisted of
only a few members,

At length, on the accession of George I.,
the Masons of London and its vicnity seter-
mined to revive the annual communications
of the society. There were at that time only
four lodges in the south of England, and the
mernbers of these, with several old Brethten,
met in February, 1717, at the Apple Tree
Tavem, in Charles street, Covent Garden,
and organized by putting the oldest Master
Mason, who was the Master of a lodge, in the
chair ; they then constituted themselves into
what Anderson calls, “a Grand Lodge pro
tempore ;> resolved to hold the annual assem-
bly and feast, and then to choose a Grand
Master.

According‘l(, on the 24th of June, 1717, the
assembly and feast were held ; and the oldest
Master of a lodge being in the chair, a list of
candidates was presented, out of which -Mr.
Anthony Sayer was clecte | Grand Master, and
Capt. Jogeph Elliott and Mr. Jacob Lamball,
Grand Wardens.

The Grand Master then commanded the
Masters and Wardens of lodges to meet the
Grand Officers every quarter, in communica-
tion, at the place he should appoint in his
summons sent by the Tiler.

This was, then, undoubtedly, the com-
mencement of that organization of the Mas-
ters and Wardens of” Lodges into a Grand
Lodge, which has ever since continued to
exist.

The fraternity at large, however, still con-
tinued to claim the right of being present at
the Annual Assembly ; and, 1n fact, at that
meeting, their punctual attendance at tne
next Annual Assembly and feast was recom-
mended

At the same meeting it was yesolved ¢that
the privilege of assembling as Masons, which
had” been hitherto unlimited, should be
vested in certain lodges or assemblies of Ma-

sons convened in certun places; and that
every Lodge to be herenfter convened, except
the four old lodges at this tite existing, should
be legally anthorized to act by a watrant from
the Grand Master for the time being, granted
to cortain individuals by petition, with the
consent and approbation of the Grand Lodge
in communication ; and that, without such
warrant, no lodge should horeafter be deemed
reguldr or constitutional.”

n_consequence of this regulation, several
new lodges received Warrants of Constitation,
and their Masters and Wardens were ordered
to attend tho communicativns of the Grand
Lodge. The Brethren at large vested all their
privileges in the four old lodges, in trust that
they would never suffer the old charges and
landmarks to bo infringed ; and the old lodges,
in return, agreed that the Masters and War-
dens of every new lodge that might be cousti-
tuted, should be permitted to share with them
all the privileges of the Grand Lodge, except
precedence of rank. The Brethren, says Pres-
ton, considered their further attendance at the
meetings of the gociety unnecessary after these
regulations were adopted ; and, therefore,
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The accompanying illustration is the Offi-
cial Seal of the Grand Lodge of Canada, which
is a very artistic and emblematic design, and
reflects great credit on the taste of the execu-
tive of the Grand Lodge of Canada. On the
dexter side of the shield are the arms of the
speculative masons, and on the sinister side
the vperative, with the Canadian beaver. Each
of our future numbers will be illustrated with
sketches of masonic antiquities, seals, and
other devices, which we trust will prove inte-
resting to our readers.

We have much pleasure in being enabled
to inform our readers that two new lodges,
both under the Grend Lodge of Canada, have
been recently organized in Lower Canada;
one in the city of Montreal by our French
Canadian brethren, under the designation La
Loge Jacques Cartier, the other at Melbourne,
Eastern Townships, called St. Fraacis Lodge,
both have our best wishes for success. We
learn that at Melbourne twelve candidates
were, 0y dispensation, admitted members at
the first regular communication,

_—
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trusted implicitly to their Masters and War-
dens for the government of the craft; and
theneeforward the Graud Lodge has been
composed of all the Masters and Wardens of
the subordinate Lodges which constitute the
jurisdiction.

The ancient right of the craft, however, to
take a part in the procecdings of the Grand
Lodge or Annual Assembly, was fully ac-
knowledged by a new regulation, adopted about
the same time, in which it is declared that all
alterations of the Constitutions must be pro-
posed and agreed to, at the third quarterly
communication preceding the annuval feast,
aad ¢ be offered also to the perusal of all the
Brethren before dinuer, even of the youngest
Entered Apprentice.”®

This regulation has, however, become ob-
solete, and the Annual Assembly of Masons
has long since ceased to be held; the Grand
Lodges having, since the beginning of the
eightcenth century, assumed the form and
organization which they still preserve, as
strictly representative bodies.

(7% be Continued.)
* General Regulations, art. xxxIx,
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A peution for a dispensation to hold a lodge
at Sherbrooke has been received by the D. G.
M. of the G. L. of C. We believe that the
prayer of the petition has been granted, and
that ere our present number will have been
jssued a regular lodge of Free and Accepted
Masons will have been established in the
flourishing capatal of the Eastern section of tho
Lower Province.

We shall be at all times happy to exchange
with our contemporaries, more cspecially with
such of those as are like ourselves, ¢ Ma-
sonic3” and trust that our brethren of the
fourth estate will have no cause to complain
of any want of courtesy on the part of the
Canadian Masonic Pioneer.

We shall be glad to make amangements
with any Brothers in Eastern or Western Ca-

nada, in the Eastern Provinces, or in the United
States, to act as Agents forthe Pioneer.

We trust our brethren in Upper Canada will
encourage us both in a literary and pecunial
punt of view, we have mailed copies of this
our first number to many on whose support we

have reason to reckon and trust they will not
disappoint us.
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Presentation.

At n stated meeting of St George s Ludse.
No.—, Montreal, Canada, a Past Master's
jewel was presented to R. W, Brother A, Bur-
nard. ‘The compliment is one well degerved,
and the members of St. George’s Lodge have
evineed a proper regard formerit and warth in
appreciating the service of a faithfol member
andofficer.  ‘The jewel is of fine gold, and has
engraved on it the following:

¢ Presented by the members of St. Georze’s
Lodge, kate 643 I.. R, now C. R, to R. W,
Bro. A. Bernard, D. G. M. of the G. L. of
Canada and Past Master of said Lodge, in tes-
timouy of their appreciation of his valuable
services in promoting the best interests of this
Latge, and of Freemasonry in Canada,

« Montreal, April 15th, 5856.”

The W. M. Bro. P. D. Brown in present-
ing the jewel, delivered the following ad-
dress:

R. . Bro. Bernard—The brethren of St.
George’s Lodgo have requested me to present
to youthis Past Master’sjewel. Ifeel gratified
that so pleasing a duty has fallen to my lot, and
yet I regret my inability to do justice to the
occasion. It has ever been characteristic of
Freemasonry to honour it deserving votaries,
to confer its favors upon those who by merit
and ability, rather than by rank and fortune,
were justly entitled to thera.

The services which yoa have rendered to
the cause of Masonvy in Canada have already
placed your name upon the hst of honorary
membersof this and of several other Lodges in
this city, and the St. George’s, your mother
Lodge, has been proud to bestow upon you as
a faithful and dutiful son, her highest offices
and honors. By your exertions, as much, if
not more than by any other means, Masonry
in Canada has been emancipated from the con-
dition in which it was enthralled, and now
stands free and unfettered, a brilliant star
whose lustre and beau'y shall continue, and I
trust increase, while Masonry existe. In your
zeal and exertions for the interests of Masonry
generally, the good of the St. George Lodge
in particular has been your study. And when
I speak my own, I know I speak the senti-
meats of every member of the Lodge in say-
ing that to your talents and exertions are we
greatly, if not mainly indebted for the present
flourishing condition of this Lodge.

The brethren of St. George’s Lodge feel that
scrvices, such as yon have rendered to the
Craft, call for something more than a mere
verbal expression of gratitude. They desire
to tender to you, as Past Master of this Lodgo,
this Past Master's jewel, as a token of their
fraternal regard and esteem. Please acceptit,
R. W. Brother, with the best wishes of St.
Geurge’s Lodge for your future happiness and
prosperity.  Long may you live to wear 1t,
and when you cease to wear itin earthly
Lodges, may you wear a brighter jewel in the

Grmd Ladge above, where the woilid's Great
Arehitect lives and rdign- fucve
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R, W. BRO. BERNARD’S REDLY.

Worshipful Sty and Brethren—1 1eceive
with emotions of gratitude and pleasure, which
T am unable to express, this rich and beauti-
fu} jewel asatoken of your approval of my
Ma~onic conduct.

Placed by your fraternal kindness in the
chair of this, my almae mater Iadge, 1 folt
myself called upon, not only to see that the
work of the Lodge should be correct and res-
pectable, its rules and regulations observed and
havmony amld good fellowship preserved and
promoted amonyg  its members, but also to ex-
ercise the influence my position afforded in as-
sisting to rolicve Canadian Masonry from its
many disadvantages, and, if possible, render
it more eflicient in its beneficent purposes.
A degree of success has been realized, which
could nat have been, so early, expected ; and
circumstances now promise us the peaceful
enjoyment of all the blessings of Masonic pri-
vileges.

My personal efforts, 1t is true, have been at-
tended with considerable care and anxiety,
with sacrifice of time, and, pethaps, in a few
instances of cherished friendship, tnd atevery
step I have found my respounsibilities increas-
ing. That my abilities and exettions have
proved equal to the requirements of niy posi-
tion I have notthe vanity to imagine ; my ser-
vices have been greatly over-estimated, and
you have honored me more than I have de-
served.  But this has been and still is my con-
solation that, however deficient I may have
been in the discharge of my duty, no one can
boast a heait more sincerely devotedto the true
interests of onr time-honored Institution and to
the prosperity of St. George’s Lodge. 1 shall
greatfully cherish this memento of your frater-
nal regard until the latest period of my life,
and I hope to have many opportunities of wear-
ing it among you; and when we shall have
ceased to meet i carthly Lodges, may we
each receive a crown of wejoicing which shall
not faue away.

Grand Lodge of the District of Columbia.

At the semi-annual Communication
of the Grand Lodge of the District of
Columbia, held on the 6th inst., the
Grand Ledge of Canada was acknow-
ledged and “ welcomed into the family
of Grand Lodges” by that Grand body.
We have been favoured by a kind friend
and brother with a copy of the resolu-
tions passed by the Grand Lodge of the
District of Columbia, and also with a
copy of the fraternal communication of
the intelhigent Grand Secretary R, W,
Bro. George C. Whiting, addressed to
the Grand Master of the Grand Lodge
of Canada, in making knowa to lumthe
action of his Grand Lodge in ackuow-
ledging the Grand Lodge of Canada.

THE CANADIAN MASONIC PIONEER.
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The resvlution and letter we take great
pleasure in luying before our readers,

Office of the Grand Secictary of the Grand
Lodge, F. & A, Masons ot the District of
Columbia Wasuixcron, May 8, A.L. 5836

To the Most Worshegpful William Mercer Wilson,
Grand Master of Masons in the Provinces of
Canadd.

Worshipful Sir and Brother :—I have
the pleasurc of informing you that the
address  of the Most Worshipful the
Grand Lodge of Canadu, which accom-
panied the letter of R. W, Bro. Thos.
B. Iarris, its Grand Secretary, dated
the 11th of March last, was duly re-
ceived and laid before the Must Wor-
shipful the Grand Lodge of the District
of Columbia at its semi-anmul Grand
Communication held in this city on the
6th inst., and that the Grand Lodge of
Canada was welconied into the family
of Grand Lodges by the Grand Lodge
of the District of Columbia by the una-
nimous passage of the enclosed resoln-
tions.

In extending, as the organ of the
Graud Lodge of the District of Colum-
Isia, the right hand of fellowship to the
Most Worshipful Grand Lodge of Ca-
nada by the transwmission of these reso-
lutions, permit me, Most Worshipful Sir,
to congratulate you upoan the unammity
with which the subordinate Lodges of
Canada seem to have so justifiably and
wisely adopted the principle of self-
government, and to express the sincere
and fervent hope that the Supreme
Grand Master of the Universe may pre-
side over the destinies of our youngest
sister in the family of Grand Lodges—
the Grand Lodge of Canada—and that
it may be ever trnly said, that ¢ Peace is
within her halls and Prosperity within
her berders.”

(Signed) Geo. C. Whitng,

Grand Sccretary.

Resolved, That this Grand Lodge do
cordially extend to our brethren of the
Provinces of Canada a welcome hand
as a Grand Lodge ; and that while this
Grand Lodge holds in peculiar regard
the rights and prerogatives of the Grand
Lodge of England and the other Grand
Lodges under which some of the Cana-
dian  Lodges are working, and from
which they hold charters, and would not
hy implication, cither directly or in-
directly,do aught to impair their powers
or {functions; yet, that it is regarded as
pecunliarly appropriate that the Provinces
of Canadashould have accorded to them
the independence they appear to have
so properly assumed.

Resolved, That this Grand Lodge re-
cognizes the Grand Lodge of Canada as
an mdependent Masome Grand Jurisdie-
tion, and will hold correspondence and
fraternity therewith as such.
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Resolved, That the Graud Secretary
be, and is hereby instructed to transmit
a certified copy, under seal, of these re-
solutions to the Most Worshipful Grand
Master of Masons in the Provinces of
Canada,

——

The interchangesof fraternal attention and
courtesy is daily becoming mnore frequent be-
tween American and Canadian Freemasons,
formerly they were almost unknown to euch
other, excepting through the formal annual
communications of their respective Grand
Lodges, now scarcely a week passes but some
friendly intercourse is exchanged. Witness
the following invitation extended by the mem-
bers of Aurora Lodge, Montpelier, Vermoat, to
their brethren of tho < Black North.”?

Montpelier, Vt., April 21, 1856.

To the Worshipful Master, Wardens und
Brethren of Lodge of Free and
Accepted Masons.

Brethren :—

Aurora Lodge No. 22 having obtained
ennission of the Most Worshipﬁll Grand
aster of the R. W. G. Lodge of Vermont,

will celebrate the Festival of St, John the Bap-
tist, at Montpelier, on the 24th day of Juue
next.

The officers and members of your Lodge
are respectfully invited to join in the proces-
sion and participate in the festivitiesof the vc-
casion.

Please favor us by informing the Secretar?',
as soon as practicable, as to the probable
number who will attend from your Ledge, in
order that the Committes of “Arrangements
may be enabled to make suitable provision for
the entertainment.

It is confidently expected that arrangements
will be made with the several Railroads to
convey those who may attend the Celebrarvion,
for half fare.

By order.of the Worshipful Master,

DENISON DEWEY, Secretary.

We believe a large party from Canada will
be present, at Montpelier, on the occasion al-
luded to n the above letter ; and we trust that
Canadians will not be backward m returning
the hospitality of their Brethren ¢ across the
Jines,”? such a mutual exchange of sociality is
very praisworthy and highly gratifying.

The tollowing Grand Lodges are in affilia-
tion and correspondence with the Grand Lodge
of Canada, viz:—

Ireland. Vermont.
Michigan. Towa.

South Carolina. Dist. of Columbia.
Louisiana. Florida.
Kentucky. Maryland.
Alabama. Connecticut.

Scortisit MasoNry iy CaNapa.—There are
but two Masonic Lodges in Canada chartered
by theGrand Lodge of Scotland, and bath these
are in Lower Canada, St. Audrew’s at Quebec,
and Elgin at Montreal. Yet the Grand Lodge
of Scotland has two Provincial Grand Mas-

ters in Canada, both residing in Upper Ca-
nada, Biothers Sir A. N. McNab of Hamil-
ton and T, D. Harrington of Toronto. ‘The St.
Androw’s Lodgg was represented at the con-
vention which formed the Grand Lodge ot
Canada.

. &
2 S e e e
f ~ o Q =3 (=3 (=3
ad ﬁv':: ~ = -~
W 3
« S e
- < 3 12
. [ ()
& s £ 238 5%
o 3{5 N 2 5
W S 3 &
= M= = o
w = S - 2
3 £ g 2 2 3 ¢
= xR I ]
SR I P I SR
S s 8§ F . 3
b . : g s £ 3 F
g 7 E 2t 3 %8
3 g S % s 3R 0O
- g & = - g =
. . . 2 [P o
:E’ S f-':"’. - g =
[+ H égg":?: é
g .
] z z.:s;.’ g;;zf
8 =2 L7
g . > - -,‘_
= g
“
s | 0z ;
- 8 O U 6 v v @
@ g 2 o8 2 2 2 2
= 7Y
4
=
Pl
a3 CORE R B T -
© - T
=] . PR ; : :
3 RS B
v o2 o5 o
=] A F B
£ 7 2 B 1 o¢
4 S ¢ o g
z 5 =% S e 13
= 2 5 & g = -
= 6 8 » & 8§ &
= '5§ g =0 ..
o N - R w

Ifasonic Laws.

Masomic Laws are of two kinds, local and
universal. The former are thuse enacted by
Grand and Subord:nate Lodges, for the govern-
ment of their members, The latter, those
handed. down, by universal consent from
time immemorable, and which govern the
fraternity throughout the world. The local
laws may be altered or repealed at pleasure
by the bodies who framed them ; but the uni-
versal laws constitute a part of the ancient
landmarks, and are irrevocable.

Deaths.

In this city, on the 17th ult., Bro. James A.
B. MGill, aged 40. Bro. McGall for many years
filled the office of City Suiveyor for the city of
Montreal.

In Montreal, on the 25th ult.; aged 51 years,
Brother Maleolm. The deceased was for
several years the W.M. of the Lodge of Social
and Mifilary Vidues. He was deservedly
popular with the brethren generally through-
out the city, a large number of whom, as a
last tribute of respect accompanied his 1e-
mains to the place of interment.

The Creed of a Mason,

The creed of a Masou 1s brief, unentangled
with scholastic subtleties, or with theological
difficultice. It is a creed whichdemands and
receives the universal conscat of all men,
which admits of no doubt, and defies schism.
It is the boliof in God, the supreme architect
of heaven and earth, the dispenser of all good
gifts, and the judge of the quick and dead.

——

The following letter will no doubt be highly
gratifying to our readers. The Grand Lodgo
of Treland has taken the right ground ; we
have no doubt tho Grand Lodges of England
and Scotland will follow the snme course :

At ameeting of the R. W, the Grand Lodge
of Ireland, held at Free-Mason’s Hal), Dub-
lin, on the 3d day of April, 1856.

The R. W. Brother John Fitzhenry Towns-
end, Dep. Grand Master on the Throne.

Read the communication from the Grand
Lodge of Canada, dated 10th November, 1855,
signed, on behalf of the Grand Lodge of Cana-
da, by William Mercer Wilson as G. M. and
Thomas B. Harris as G. S. ; and addressed to
the M. W. the Grand Master, the R. W. the
Deputy Grand Master, the Grand Officers and
Brethren of the M. W. the Grand Lodge of
Ireland - stating that, the requisite arrange-
ments having previously been made, on the
2nd of November, 1855, at amilton, C. W,,
¢« the Gr: .d Lodge of Canada was duly conse-
crited, and the Grand Master elect regularly
installed in due and ancient form, by the M.
W. the Hon. H. J. Backus, P. G. M. of the
M. W. the Grand Lodge of the State of Michi-
gan, assisted by other brethren of eminence
and distinetion in the Craft ; and that it is their
first wish and highest ambition to establish
and perpetuate a sincere and intimate alliance
with the Grand Lodge, of Ireland, and extend,
in the name of the Divine Architect, the right
hand of Brotherhood, and consequently c¢laim
a reciprocation of fraternal regard.

Resolved, That the Grand Master of Ca-
uada be informed that the Grand Lodge of Ire-
land acknowledges the R.W. the Grand Lodge
of Canada as an independent Grand Lodge,

and reciprocates the Masonic feelings express-
ed in the communication.”
J. F. Towxsexp, Dep. Grand Master.
Jonn E. Hynoam, Gr. Secretary.
L. H. Deerixg, Dep. Gr. Secretary.

—

ExaMpLEis a living and most impressive ins-
tructor, which mukes its lessons tangible and
[eaves them before us to enforce their truth. Ver-
bal lessons, though everso truthful and impressive,
are soon forgotten ; but a good and useful ma.’s
example follows us all along life’s weary pathway,
and ever and anon repeats its solemn injunctions.
If you would make your mark in the world, and
be remembered with pleasure when youaren the
grave, live tight.  Whether you say much or not,
do a great deal for humanily, and it will not bo
forgotten,
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The history of Freemasonry is a strange and
eventful one, full of singular vicissitudes and
wonderful achievements, [t has flourished thiough
many ages, and grew as luxuriantly under a Mo-
nurcgy as a Republic. For a long period it was
purely an operative science, though involving
ttuths and prineiples of the very last importance,
Then it became entirely a maral work, teaching
lessons of goodness, purily, and benevolence link-
ing man to man in bonds of Fraternity, and bind-
ing 10 God with chords of enduring love. Iis his-
tory is yet (o be written ; its character yet to be
portrayed.

CANADA STAINED GLASS WORKS,
21 Nolre Dame Slreet,
(NEar Donraana's HoTEL)
MONTREAL.

J. C. SPENCE,

ANUFACTURER of Stained, Painted, Em-
bossed and Figured Enamel Glass for the
windows of Churches, Public Buildings, Steam-
boats, Hotels, Staircases, Halls, Side and Pannel
Lights, &c., &e.

Gilding and writing on Glass, Figures, Coats of
Arms, MonnFrams, and every description of Eccle-
siastic, Heraldic and Domestic Stained Glass.

Designs and Estimates furnished on application.
Specimens may be seen at the Office.

June, 1856.

C. BRYSON,

CCOUNT BOOK Manulacturer, General
Bookbinder, Paper Ruler and Stationer,
Wholesale and Retail, No. 30 St. Francois Xavier
Street, Montreal.
Sells for cash only at unusually low rates, and
makes no Second Price.

June, 1856.

PAUL “MONDOU,
Passenger Agent, Vermont Central R.R.,
No. 65, Commissioners Slreet,
MONTREAL, C.E.

June, 1856.

R. J. FOWLER,
PROFESSOR OF MUSIC,
9 St. DOMINIQUE STREET,
MONTREAL.

June, 1856.

DR. BERNARD,

SURGEON,
Mechanical Dentist and Manufacturer of
Artifiial Teeth,
133 CralG STREET, MONTREAL,

A;';ent for the New York Teeth Manufacturs
ing Company.

June, 1856.

ON DRAUGHT,
SALT & Co’s EAST INDIA PALE ALE,

From Burton on Trent. Also, Guiness & Sons’
DOUBLE EXTRA STOUT.

. SHAKSPEARE INN,
St. Francois Xavier Street,
GEORGE LULHAM.
June, 1856.

FRANCHERE, TOURVILLE & Co.,
COMHIBSION MEBRCHANTS,
AND
FLOUR, GRAIN AND PORK DEALERS,
No. 8, Comimnon St., Gillespie’s Buildings.

All orders and consignments made to them will
meet prompt attention and quick returns.
June, 1856,

~

MONTREAL HOUSE,

CUSTOM-HOUSE SQUARE,
M O N T X B .A T,

JJ W. COLEMAN.
June, 1856,

PHILLIPS, GRAVELEY, DUFRESNE & CU.
INSURANCE AGENTS AND BROKERS,
Montreal and Quebecs
Heap Oesick, No. 12 Creat St. James St.

Authonzed Agents for responsible LIFE, FIRE,
OCEAN and MARINE INSURANCE COS.
Also prepared to negociate Life, Fire and Marine
Insurance in ENGLISH, CANADIAN aud AME-
RICAN Companies of wndoubted vesponsitality.
Life Risks, Ocean and Marine Inland Navigation
and tr~nsportation Risks, Vessels, Cargoes andl
Freigh  Ships Buwlding and 1n port, Warehouses,
MManuluctories, Stores and Merchandise, pubhc and
private Buldings, Houschotd Furniture, &c., taken
on the most favorable terms. Clams for Jonsur-
ance losses placed in our hands for collection will
reccive xmmgdn;:{lclgnd prompt attention.

. H, PHILLIPS
ALEX. Dvrnss;n:, 2 Montreal.
A. L. GravgLEy, Quebec.
June, 1836.

THE OTTAWA HOTEL,

GrrEAT ST. JAMES STREERT,
MONTREAL,
CONDUCTED IN THE AMERICAN STYLE.‘

TWHE OTTAWA HOTEL stands in the very
. heart of the business partot the City, being
in the same strect and within two minutes walk
of the Dost Office and Banks.

The PARLORS and BEDROOMS are light,
airy and well ventilated; the TABLE is always
supplied with the best to be found in the Markets,
and the WINES, LIQUORS and CIGARS are in-
variably o1 the choicest brands.

CARRIAGES will be in attendance at the Rail-
rod and Steamboat Depots, on the arrival of Cars
and Boats. ’

A. HOFFNUNG,
170 NOTRE DAME STREET, 170
MONTREAL,
Facing St. Lawrence Muin Streel,

Importer of Geneva Watches, Fine Gold Jewellery
ot every description, Electro Silver Spoons, Forks,
Cruets, Cake Baskets, &c., Papier Maché Ware,
Clocks, Musical Instruments and Fancy Goods,
the whole of which will be offered at prices that
defy competition.

Masonic JEWELLERY manufactured to order.

June, 1836.

JOIIN MARTIN,
Wholesale Farrier and Importer,

294 St. PavL STrEET, (WEST,)
MONTREAL.

June, 1856.
STERNBERG & HIMES,
MERCHANT TAILORS,

144 Nolre Dame Street, Montreal,

Wholesale and Retatl Clothiers, and Manufactu-
rers of Hats, Caps and Furs. Masonie Clothing,
Jewels, Working Tools, &e., &c.

June, 1856.

JOHN HELDER 1SAACSON,
NOTARY PUBLIC,

No. 24 Sr. Francots Xavier STREET,
MONTREAL,

June, 1836.

COLEMAN’S

THE CANADIAN MASONIC PIONEER.

'B:Elsh American

Friendly Society

OF CANADA,
(Incorporated by Special Act of Parliament,)

ESTABLISHED FOR THE ASSURANCE OF LIFE
AND HEALTI{.

CAPITAL STOCK—£100,000.

OFFICR, 12 OGREAT ST. JAMKS STRRET.

HEALTH,

LIFF.

aeadd,

ANNUAL PREMIUMS
Insuring £1 n sichness.

ANNUAL PREMIUMS.
Insuring £100 at death.

Age. One year. For life.
20..1 0 01 7 6
30..1 8 0 115 0
40.. 11U 0 210 O
60..2 0 0 310 O

33~ Other amounts not
exceeding £2 per week
may be insured in propor-
tion in the Health depart-
ment.

Age. Cne year. Forlite
2,017 3 11
30,.1 0 7 2
40..1 4 6 3
60.. 115 2 4

[—-E—2-2%-1]

i
3
0
1.
Equally favorable and
carefully prepared rates

throughout the Life des
partment,

Prospectuses, Reports, Forms of Application,
and all information will be furmished on application

at this Office, personally,

or by Mail.

l
JAMES H. PHILLIPS,

President.
Davip Hunter, Secretary.
June, 1856,

British Commercial Life Assurance Co.,
LONDON AND AMRERICA.
(Zstablished 1820, empowered by Act of Parlianent.)

CAPITAL—£600,000 Sta.,
With a large accumulated surplus.

a——r——

TRUSTEES.
John Cattley, Esq.

The Rev. Wilham Fallofield, 3. A.
Sebastian G. Martinez, Esq.
DIRECTORS.

Sir Roltert Alexander, Bart.,
John Cattley, E<q.,
Henry Deffell, Esq.,
J. D. De Vitre, E¢q.,
Rev. Wm. Fallofeild, M.A., .
Eben. Fernie, Esq., Managing Director,
Sebastian G. Martinez, Esq.,
‘Thomas Oak, Esq., M.D.,
Major General Wavell, K.F.K.C.8.F.R.S.,
Geoige Sturge, Esq.
PHYSICIAN.
Septimus Wray, M.D.
AUDITORS.

R. S. Warrington, Esq. | W. R. Vickers, Esg.
BANKERS,
Messrs. Glyn, Hallifax, Mills, & Co.

Psospectuses and all information can be had at
the Canada Office of the Company, No, 12.Great
St. James Street, Montreal.

PHILLIPS, GRAVELEY, DUFRESNE & Co.,
Agents for Canada.

COLLEGIATE SCHOOL,
Cuarres Niciols,—Principat,
12 Great St. James Slrect,
MONTREAL.

June, 1856.

ALFRED BARTON,
Commission Mexrchant & General Agent,
BOWMANVILLE, C.W.

June, 1856,
[~
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