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CULTURE AND MODERN UTILITARIANISM.

CHARLES HILL TOUT, M.A., PRINCIPAL JUNIOR COLLEGIATE SCHOOL, TORONTO.

I T is a fact, which I suppose few will
dispute, that the age in which we

are living is a very fast-going one, and
one that needs all the smartness we
can command to keep apace with
it. And on no portion of the globe
does the age revolve faster than on
our continent of America.

To-day we stand, as it were, on
virgin soil: on one side, as far as the
eye can reach, we see nothing but
mighty forests whose giant growths
have taken centuries to form and
assume their present shape; on the
other, boundless tracts of wild prairie
lands. We turn away our gaze for a
while, and, when to-morrow we look
again, lo 1 a mighty change has been
wrought. The wand of that great
enchanter, Utility--the touch of the
nineteenth century, more powerful than
the genii of the Aladdin Lamp that
excited our childish wonder and
astonishment in the days gone by-
has given us in their place, not a
solitary mansion or palace, but thriv-
ing towns and chies, populous States
and Provinces all teeming with ex-

1

panding life and vigour! Truly our
age is a marvellously rapid one, and
not without some show of justice do
we claim to be the initiators and
leaders of the times. Before others
have done dreaming of their plans
and schemes, ours are carried out and
executed. No obstacles, no difliculties,
no barriers whatever, are allowed to
stand in our way. Witness our rail-
ways and bridges. Nothing, not even
creeds and faiths, can withstand the
magie touch of that potential wand ;
but, with ever-increasing speed as the
age unfolds itself, we rush along barely
pausing to take breath or ask our-
selves the questi'on: "Whither does it
all tend?" or "What is to be the
ultimate outcome of this giddy race
we are ail running so eagerly?" And
whenever the question is put the
answer rings forth from a thousand
lips: National progression, advance-
ment, utility ! and away we go again,
satisfied with our answer and our aim.
And thus the stream of our life sweeps
on, for who would attempt to stem
the tide of national progress, advance-
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ment and utility, or what higher,
nobler aim could there possibly be
than this? But, do we rest on our
oars for a moment and take a cilmer,
broader view of the race, do we but
withdraw ourselves from the main
stream, the rush and current, of life,
and linger awhile in the grateful shade
of the quiet banks, other questions,
other answers, than these come to our
minds. Though we do not now any
more than in the heat of the race
call in question the end and aign in
view, though our faith in the glorious
future which awaits us is still unshaken.
yet we are compelled to ask ourselves
a few vital, all-important questions
which thrust themselves upon our
reflection as we watch the contesý be-
fore us. Is national progression and
advancement, prosperity and utility,
the real goal toward which we are
aiming; and, if so, are we setting-out
in the right way? Is our equipm'-nt
such as befits those who have a long
and nerve-testing race before them ?
Are we, in short, prepared for the
great end we have in view ?

No one, I venture to think, will
deny the importance of such questions
as these. The unfortunate part of it is,
they are too rarely asked or put ; the
heat and rush of the race drive them
from our minds; and it is only when
we pause for a moment and watch
the movements of those around us
that they occur to us at all. Then
we begin to see with a start what unpre-
paredness, what unfitness, what little
judgment or reflection, the racers
show. Though the race is a long
and trying one, and one that calls
moreover for the fullest development
and culture of every faculty, and the
final goal toward which we so fondly
imagine ourselves tobe aimingis still in
the far distance; yet very few indeed
seem to have made any adequate
preparation for it. A very small pro-
portion of those before us seem fitted
in any way for the contest, or possess

the equip'nent by which alone they
can suceeed and achieve the end in
view, and without which it were but
folly to make the attempt. And then,
what is more melancholy still, we note
again how indifferent all seem to this
fact, how carelessly they are rushing on
with never so much as the shadow of a
doubt upon their minds as to whether
they are in the right way or not: and,
saddest of all, we perceive that those
who set themselves up for leaders
and directors are in most instances
little better than blind leaders of the
blind ; and with their short-sighted
directions and policy are but hastening
the inevitable consequences such un-
preparedness and unfitness must bring
about.

We all know how assiduously our
racing and boating men prepare them-
selves beforehand by careful training
and practice for any coming contest
they have to engage in, and should
we not treat with contempt, or pity
for his folly, the man who would at-
tempt to compete with such without
having first put himself under the
requisite training and preparations ?
I think so, and justly too, for his
failure would be a foregone conclu-
sion. Practice and training always
tell in the long run. And if a man
needs careful and full training for such
mimic contests as these, does he not
need it a thousand-fold more for the
grand race and contest of life, both
as well for his own happiness and suc-
cess as for the happiness and success
of others ? And it is just this neces-
sary preparation and fitness, I repeat,
which are so conspicuously wanting
to the contestants before us ; and the
longer we consider the matter the
more painfully does this fact corne
home to us. There is such a thing,
I am fain to believe, as outstripping
the times; and I greatly fear that is
what we are doing, instead of being
satisfied with keeping up with them.

In the vegetable world it is a well-
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known fact that the fruit of plants and
trees which are forced never possesses
that richness of flavo<r, that delicacy
of taste, which is the common property
of fruit ripened by the ordinary pro-
cesses of nature; and that the more a
plant or tree is forced the more insipid
and meagre its fruit becomes. And
what is thus true of the vegetable
world is no less true of the animal-
and of man. Such is the speed with
which we are swept along in this every-
day race against time that, if our
efforts and exertions are to produc%
any fruit at al], it must perforce be
fruit of an unnatural and forced
growth, with all the imperfections and
inferiority common to such-with un-
profitableness and premature decay
engraved upon it fron the very be-
ginning. And this is just the state of
things we see all around us. Of
change and hurry and dash, of boast-
ing and bragging, there is much; but
of maturity and excellence, of im-
provement and real worth, there is
little to be found anywhere or in any-
thing. Though we do not acknowl-
edge it, all we conceive of, all we take
in hand, all we execute centres round
one narrow point, viz.: the Present !
and to it all our achievements are
made to tend, all our offerings are
brought. It is our high altar, our
God.

To bring our fruit to the public
mart first-never mind its forced
growth, its insipidity, its immaturity,
or how much our stocks are ir.iured
thereby-that is the all-absorb*.g
passion of our age, the one thing we
use life for. And to such a pass has
this corne, and so firmly has it taken
hold of us, that should one whose
mind revolts against such a course,
and who has an eye for the welfare of
posterity, set his face against these
selfish, narrow, mistaken views of life,
we forthwith regard hirm as little better
than an idiot, and treat him to our
pity or contempt. This is no exag-

gerated statement; it is all too true,
as we must confess if we will only give
ourselves time to think about it. And
it is this which is to lead us on to the
grand goal of national prosperity
and progression 1 This is our much-
boasted advancement, our utility 1 I
have padly misapprehended the mean-
ing and sense if these terms, if this is
what they mean. I had always deemed
them in my simplicity to be synony-
mous with wide, universalimprovement
and amelioration of our race, in which
succeeding generations should share
as well as our own-with a something
that would make our lives and the
lives of our children, and those to
follow after, better and brighter and
happier. I must have been mistaken
if the pop'.ia: view be the right one.
But to go to the root of the matter at
once without further circumlocution,
I think we have, as a people, mis-
taken the object of life, and blinded
our eyes to the true facts of the case
by yitting imaginary aims and ends
before our minds. And if such be
really .he case, is it not time for us to
pause and consider the matter for a
moment ? We surely, for instance,
car.not take such a serious step as the
placing of our children-who, let us
bear in mind, must influence the
destinies of the future, either for gond
or iL, no less than ourselves-under
any, much less the modern, system of
training and developient, without, at
avy rate, bestowing some little reflec-
tion upon the subject; and it needs
but scanty refle'ction to show us how
evident are the evils of the system
prevailing amongst us. Our children
are forced up into men and women
almost before they can walk or talk;
and, like everything else that is forced
and prematurely ripened, they must
and do lack, not only all those quali-
ties so pleasing and delightful in the
young, but also the qualities that
adorn and beautify the youth of all
countries and ages, and which to so
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many minds make up the poetry of
existence.

One of the saddest sights to be seen
on this continent at the present day
is the unnatural precocity of our chil-
dren, the result of which is but too
lamentably apparent to need com-
ment here. And yet this is a feature
of our life which is pointed at by so
many with marked pride and satis-
faction. It is well, indeed, that the
destinies of the future be not alto-
gether under our control; or instead
of the progress and advance the pre-
sent century has really seen made, we
should now be wallowing in darkness
and degradation, compared with which
that of the Middle Ages would be as
nothing. If we would put an endto
such evils as these and bring about a
healthier state of things; if we would
save our children and those to follow
them from future misery and trouble;
if we would, indeed, help them to live
honourable and profitable lives-lives
which shall be a blessing and joy to
themselves and others-let us have
done with and turn our backs upon
the popular training of the day. Let
us bring them up naturally, and keep
them as free as we can from the forcing
influences around them, allowing Na-
ture to do her own work in her own
time and way. Let their training be
as wide and libeý:%l as is possible to
give them ; and, above all, let us
eschew as their deadliest evil the pre-
valent theory of. education so aptly
termed "the bread-and-butter theory."
Nothing more pernicious or far-reach-
ing in its baneful results could have
been devised than this, and appealing,
as it does, so directly to the lower
needs of the great mass of the people,
it is exerting so strong an influence
against all higher training that even
those whom we have been wont to
regard as broad-minded and liberal
educationists are slowly, but too
surely, bending before its sway. Nor
is this surprising when men of such

position as the writer of the " Letters
to Young Men at College," which ap.
peared in THE CANADA EDUCATIONAL
MONTHLV a short time ago, calmly and
deliberately advises young men to give
their time and attention excusivcy
to the comparatively narrow course of
subjects that bears upon their chosen
vocation in life, thereby, as our ex-
perience of life proves to us every day,
making them sefish and narrow-
minded, cramped in their views, filled
with an overweening, obtrusive idea
'f their own importance and value in

the world, as well as doing all it can
to put them out of all sympathy with
the hopes, interests and pursuits of
their fellow-men. That the stud mt's
first thought and attention should be
given to the study which is to be the
chief work of his life is right and de-
sirable, and ce/a va sans dire; but to
say that-he shall cut down the oppor-
tunities of wider reading which a col-
lege life gives him, and which are sel-
dom within his reach again, exclusively
to this end, to my mind savours of
anything but sound or good advice.
And, if it be urged that there is not
time enough to do both, all I can
answer then is that time should be
made; there is no real need for so
much of the haste and superficiality
around us, and should his course in
consequence be prolonged for a sea-
son, this so-calied loss of time will be
repaid a thousand-fold by the greater
fitness and experience with which he
will come to his work, as well as by
the greater knowledge and grasp of
mind generally he has acquired in the
meantime. What though others have
started in the race before him ? He
brings the experience and wisdom of
his higher culture and training to bear
upon the issue, and when they have
exhausted their little stock of super-
icialities and meet the fate their pre-
tensions merit, he will be in the zenith
of his success and prosperity. Train-
ing and sterling acquirements must
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win in the long run-the fruit of
natural growth and maturity will fetch
the best market prices in the end.
But while such men as the writer noted
before propound such questions as
the following, and then seriously argue
and discuss then as if there could
possibly be any other than one an-
swer to then, I s'ee little chance of
improvement. For example, " How
much or how little of education is
desirable ?" or, " Does the man need
a liberal education ? " as if every crea-
ture under the sun, whatever his posi-
tion may be, is not the better for being
given a broad and liberal view of life
and it- duties.

It is tue pernicious bread-and-butter
theory pure and simple with them. It
is always, Will it put dollars and cents
into your pocket ? if not pass it by and
stick to that which will, as if that were
the one aim and object of your chil-
dren's training. To regard it in this
light is but to take the basest and
lowest view of education. If the train-
ing of our children means anything at
all it rneans preparing them and equip-
ping them with that by which they will
be able to fulfil in life in the very best
way they can the part Providence has
given then to play-to help thei to
realize, as nothing else can, that hea-
ven and earth is a great system of
which they are integral parts, and in
which they have some definite end to
fulfil besides the making of money.
It teaches them how to help forward
the great destinies of their race ; to
bring about that which we all say we
are seeking, viz.: National progression
and prosperity; to turn chaos into
order, to harmonize the discordant,
and in the end to hand on to posterity
-bautified and enriched by their

own efforts-that noble inheritance of
ever-widening knowledge and dis-
covery bequeathed to our times by
successive generations.

Nor will all this, I venture to con-
tend, unfit a yo'uth in any way for the
sterner, practical duties of life. He
will be no less the thrifty, useful citizen
-the competent man of business.
Culture and practicality are not irre-
concilable terms. But it will rob life
of much of its bitterness and hateful
meannesses, and transform the selfish,
sordid view of it so many of us hold
into something higher and nobler.
It will set before us, both as indi-
viduals and as a nation, an·elevating,
ennobling ideal end to aim at, which
shall enter into and control every
action of our lives. But let it not be
thought I plead for the culture of
idealism simply. It is an education
that will train, as niothing else can,
every faculty and power of a man's
whole nature-hand, head, eye, ear-
so as to enable him to realize and work
out the great aims and ends hehas put
before him, which I am advocating.

A little more of self-culture, a little
less of money-making, a little more
of love for the ennobling and the true,
a little less of the glitter and the show,
and what a change would come over
us ! What a delightful country this
of ours would be, and what a glorious
legacy should we hand on to posterity !
If we could but establish the worship
of Culture in the Temple of Wealth
for a little while; if but one niche
were given over to her votaries, how
much of that which makes life so hate-
ful at times would vanish; and little
by little we should see the dreams of
earth's noblest and best fulfilled be-
fore our eyes.
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ECHOES FROM THE CLASS-ROOM.

A. H. MORRISON, ENGLISH MASTER, C, I., BRANTFORD.

V.-READINYG.

R EADING is, of all educational
means, the one best adapted to

fill the inquiring mind with varied
information, lively images, and the
choicest thought of all climes and
civilizations. Books are the monu-
ments of times, wherein are inscribed
the epitaphs of the ages, eternalizing
men and things. Printing is the child
of Legend but the parent of Knowl-
edge. Born and developed out 'of
man's intellectual need, it has from
the s.rme cause become the progeni-
tor of a greater intellectuality. It
has crystallized what was before amor-
phous or scattered. It has rendered
stable and everlasting what was before
vague, evanescent and unreliabie.

" Reading," says Bacon, "maketh
a full ran ; " true, and it has this
advantage over many educational
topics in the school curriculum; once
mastered, it is mastered for life. No
further difficulties can fairly present
themselves. The instrument once
perfected is ettrnal in its office. It
is independent of amendments, addi-
tions, elisions, contradictions, or verifi-
cations.

As time advances and men's eyes
peer more closely into the future, modi-
fications in various branches of learn-
ing are rendered necessary. Much,
indeed, that was learned has to be
unlearned, preparatory to being re-
learned. To-day, a supposed law of
physics is discovered to be inapplic-
able or altogether misleading. To-
morrow, what was thought to be flat
and motionless is found to be spheri-
cal and rotating. The next day,
chemical nomenclature is revolution-
ized. Yet a space, and a theological

tenet, which for centuries formed one of
the paving-stones of orthodoxy, in the
light of modern inquiry, falls through,
to leave a hideous void, where before
men humbly knelt and kissed the
fallacy. But with reading nothing
has to be unlearned. The power
once acquired abides with us, so that
if language itself changes, the changes
may be traced, classified and inter-
preted through the agency of a present
constant medium. Thus, though
speech, both written and spoken,
shows some mutation through the
course o>f centuries, to the present
generation in time, it never changes,
it is always ours. Let us trust that it
may ever be so. Let us pause and
consider before we attempt any sweep-
ing change in our glorious heritage of
letters which contains so much of
history. Let us recollect that ease
comes not with innovations, that no
royal road to learning can ever be
made useful or even practicable.
Changes that are truly necessary
corne with time and of themselves.

Time, the corrector where ourjudgnents err;
The test of love, truth, .cole philosopher.

Sweeping changes in language, like
all revolutions, do more harm than
good; they leave the constitution
unsettled, the elements conflicting,
the treasury not unfrequently bank-
rupt. The hermit crab, finding its
habitation too circumscribed for nor-
mal growth, shuffles out of the alien
shell to seek another asylum; but,
during its search, naked, defenceless
and bewildered, it too often falls an
easy prey to its voracious foes- Let
us take a lesson from the crab, Festina
lente /

I do not hesitate to say that good
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reading is the key to a liberal educa- I
tion, nay more, to a universal knowl-
edge: the knowledge of the living
world in which we dwell, of the dead
world which lies behind us, of the
world yet to be, which, like the visible
horizon, seems ever before us, never
reached, for the morrow is in a scnse
unattainable, 'tis always now.

Few out of the busy multitudes care
to dwell among the stars, or swing
like Mohammed's coffin, suspended
in the cradle of the earth's gravity.
Few care to deal with metaphysical
abstractions or indeterminate prob-
lems, whether mathematical or phil-
osophical ; but read man must, to
know others, to know himself, to
glean from others' experience, so as
to anticipate in some measure, the
obligations, the wants and the pos-
sible conditions of time to come.
Our first utterance is a word, not a
formula ; our closing lips syllable a
farewell, they pustulate not an equa-
tion. "Light, more light" is the
watchword of the ages, and that light
must corne, so far as we are able to
judge, if it ever do come, through
the medium of written speech; for,
granting that the riddle be at length
solved by the few, through scientific
research, that solution must be im-
parted to the many through the
medium of books, for all men are not
discoverers, neither are they contem-
poraries. A good book is a lamp to
the feet of those who walk in the
highway of knowledge, while the
power to use it aright is a boon sec-
ond only to the gift of reason itself.

It is an indisputable fact that the
most shallow, the most worldly, the
most neglected of humanity, if able
to spell through a page of print, will be
occasionally found poring over their
Bible, their newspaper, or their sheet
ballads. Even a child finds pkcasure
in spelling out a name or memorizing
a nursery jingle. I think the reason
is obvious. Humanity in its simpler

stages naturally takes to what it can
understand; therefore it is that the
masses are so fond of pictures, these
appeal directly to their senses. Well,
literature is simply a succession of
verbal pictures, transferred through
the medium of words to the mind-
canvas, there reproducing, by a slightly
different process to that of the brush,
the fashions, the figures, the char-
acteristics of all ages and all nations
of society. To tell me, a simple
bread-winner, that the square of the
sum of two numbers is equal to the
surn of the squares of the two numbers
and twice their product, or that the
product of the extremes in a propor-
tion is equal to the product of the
means, however true these statements
may be in the abstract, is to tell me
nothing. They are messages in cypher
and space, and the eternal verities to
finite time and understanding; but to
read to me "Robinson Crusoe " is to
reproduce for me the freshness of the
green woods of earth, the balmy air
of the heavens, the tints of the arch-
ing sky, the bloorn of the green sward,
the foarn of the restless sea, the scenes
I know or can, at least, imagine and
love. I exist in Nature surrounded by
her offspring and lher voices ; I do not
live in an equilateral triangle bounded
by straight lines and my mind refuses
to be so circumscribed. With Crusoe
I am at home. Here Nature appeals
instinctively to her child. My un-
trained eyes cannot bear the blinding
light of the gr,eat indeterminate sun ;
but I can lay my head on the lap of
earth and close my eyes in slumber
to realize in dreams the sights, the
sounds, the odours and the sensations
I realized when awake. In this
respect, I am like honest Gabriel
Betteredge. house-steward to Julia,
Lady Verinder, and can swear by
" Robinson Crusoe : " " You are wel-
come to be as merry as you please
over everything else I have written;
but when I write of 'Robinson Crusoe,'
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by the Lord, it's serious-and I request
you to take it accordingly !"

The realim of literature is to ma-
turity what Hans At dersen is to clild-
hood. It is fairy-land, and look ask-
ance as we may at the dictum, it is
nevertheless a fact that man is rather
a creature of sentiment and imagina-
tion than of prosaic fact, mathematical
accuracy, or scientific acumen. Were
it not so quacks, impostors and fanatics
would have a sorry time of it, and the
histories of Manichmeus, Mohammed
and Loyola would be unwritten. For
one who studies the .Princaia, a thou-
sand read Don Quixote; the journalist
is more popular than the geometer,
while Bacon is most frequently dis-
cussed with eggs. What makes the
Bible so popular with the illiterate ?
It transports the believer from a city
built wch hands to the very suburbs
of th,_- heavenly Jerusalem. Once
leaven the masses with philosophy and
the family Bible will suffer.

As to the teaching of reading, there
is a method of tuition insuring an
accuracy of reproduction, while, at
the same time, inculcating a taste for
the subject, which, I think, is not
widely enough followed in our schools;
but which I for one deem a valuable
aid to class recitation. It consists in
the reading of chosen extracts by the
teacher to his class-a method where-
by the learners become the hearers.
and the instructor the active agent.
This method of course necessitates
thorough ability in the teacher; that
assured, I will answer for interest and
improvement in the class. It is not
enough for the members of a class to
repeat, parrot-like, in turn a monoto-
nous round of more or less imperfect
iterations. We are, above ail things,
mimics; what we learn we learn best
by imitations. An extract rendered
by an efficient reader will go further
toward instructing a class than though
it lad been mumbled through by thirty
individual pupils. Be assured, if the

trained, fastidious, critical intellect
will not only forego an evening's fire-
side ease or social pleasure, but pay
handsomely for the privilege of listen-
ing to a Siddons, a Cable, or a Bell,
the wondering, open-eyed, sympathe-
tic child-mind will yield golden tribute
of interest and appreciation to the
well-rendered expositions of literary
fact or fancy, which, already blossom-
ing in his mind, may, by their means,
be brought sooner and more readily
to bear its harvest of perfected fruit.

Yet, practice must ever walk hand
in hand with precept, for they are
twin sisters, inseparable in tuition.
Not only must the instructor prompt,
but from the instructed a response
must be elicited. The echo must foi-
low the trumpet-call. The ripples
must eddy away in ever-widening
rings from the centre of impact. This
is natural. It is nature's law. Let
it be mere rote reproduction, if you
will, so that it be true. What care I
if my friend cannot analyze his feel-
ings of friendship for nie, so long as
those feelings be genuine. If he love
and trust me, the time for analysis will
corne. We cannot make a child think
as a man, any more than we can
transmute an imperfect vorld into the
refined idealism of the Christian hea-
ven. I do not say that a child should
not be made to understand ail that it
learns. I do mean to say that a child
cannot understand, and from the very
natuie of things ought not to under-
stand, ail that it reads. This may
seem downright heresy to some ad-
vanced unconservative minds. Well,
let us not slight old landmarks. I
too have been a child, and I too have
been, and am, a reader. I know not
how I learned to read. It seems to
me that the faculty came like the
bird's song-by that terrible alphabet
method too-instinctively. I know
that much that I read was misunder-
stood, ill-understood, or not under-
stood at ail; but I read on till the
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day came when I did understand, and
now I thank the carly practice of the
misty past, which enables me to grope
my way through the mists of the pre-
sent, and in some sort to pierce the
arcana of the dim, unfathomable
future.

Yet, reading need not, and indeed
must not, be all rote. A combina-
tion of three things is necessary to
make the perfect reader :-First, a
good model; secondly, imitation;
thirdly, critical analysis. Of these
the first two are the most important.
There can be imitation without criti-
cism. Can the young nightingale con-
strue the import of the mellow notes
she catches from the parent bird ?
Can the leaf rustling in the breeze
translate the sentiment whispered by
its fellow-friend ? Has the Alpine
cascade to be initiated in the analysis
of sound before its silver tinkle makes
faint echo of the mighty thunder of
Niagara? These, too, read sveet
extracts from the volume of Nature,
because they cannot help it; and the
child in turn will read because lie
cannot help it, provided he have a
model and practice. I think some-
times we anticipate too much, expect
too much. We raise a child on stilts,
and are disappointed because it can-
not touch the stars. And, again, I
think we confide too little. We do
not give the child credit for compre-
hending much that it does compre-
hend. Incapacity of the child-mind
to reduce a thought to words is not
always a sign of ignorance. It is
more frequently a proof that the vo-
cabulary is weak or unready. Knowl-
edge and power of expression are two
totally different things; but one of
the best ways to attain to facility of
expression is to read much. I object
to a reading lesson, as a reading les-
son, being made an epitome of history,
geography, biography, grammar, and
all the arts and sciences under heaven.
'Tis a lamentable waste of time. I

read first to improve my powers of
expression, and then to instruct or
amuse myself. I must first master
the mysteries of verbal légcrdenain
before I reproduce for the beneit of
an admiring circle the substance of
my rcading in a dozen different oral
guises. So with the young. I war-
rant, moreover, their :eading amuses
them and instructs them, mentally,
though orally they are able to give no
sign. If they cannot so profit, then
the book is at fault-it is too ad-
vanced, or dull, and should be re-
placed.

We are so fearful, in these days of
Mutual Aid Societies, that a child's
vocabulary shall run ahead of its
senses. We dare not teach a child
the cabalistic legend " fat pig," till it
has been to a prize cattle show to
poke its dimintive finger into the
obese flank of the savoury quadruped.
No, we can trust nothing to the youth-
ful imagination. On the same prin-
ciple it would be absurd to teach a
more advanced scholar the word "hea-
ven," because we cannot place before
him the reality, or at least a reputable
locun tenens. For rny own part, I
hold the imagination of the young to
be a glorious heritage that we are
only too hable to overlook, so pro-
saic, dull, and commonplace have we
become in the conflit of life. We are
doing too much for our youth. We
are inviting them to become academic
milk-sops--class-room dilettanti-in-
stead of robust,,self-assertive, intellec-
tual athletes. Far better to have a
child revel in the glories of Jack-the-
Giant-Killer, and climb a metaphorical
bean-stalk to the child's heaven, than
chain his immortal instincts to an
historical date, or weigh his opinions
to earth with the pons asinorum.
These things, like sorrow and trial,
must come; the trouble is, we intro-
duce them in the majority of cases
too early into the child-life. Sufficient
unto the day is the evil thereof.
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I SHALL not, in these pages, en-
deavour to fix a standard or lay

down a code of rules; but shall try
simply and unobtrusively to state my
ideas concerning the teacher and his
mission. Teachers should be uni-
form. Not necessarily in methods,
manners, or modes of thought, but in
unbending defence of virtue and un-
flinching loyalty to right. The strug-
gle between right and wrong which
began at the dawn of earth's history,
will go on, surely and steadily, as long
as suns shall rise and set, moons wax
and wane; and parents and teachers
should stand side by side in the con-
flict. I maintain that the true teacher
exerts an influence in the cause of
good as powerful as that of the min-
ister of the Gospel or the wise parent
-though more silent, not less potent.
The responsibility of those who under-
take the training of the rising genera-
tion is tremendous, and eternity alone
can measure its magnitude. We are
all aware that children are the most
skilful imitators the world can pro-
duce. From the' early dawn of in-
fancy until life's sun sinks behind the
western hills, we are the subjects of
the mighty sway of influence, whether
good or evil, and frail, fallen humanity
seeks to copy evil rather than good
example. " As the twig is bent, the
tree's inclined." How vitally im-
portant, therefore, is it that a teacher
should be a model of all manly virtues,
disdaining to stoop to actions mean
or unworthy! His life and conduct
should be characterized by purity,
uprightness and truth, and his daily
intercourse with those entrusted to

Paper read before Teachers' Institute, Strat-
ford.

his care should be designed to uplift
and ennoble them mentally and mor-
ally. The late Dean Stanley wrote:
" How surely a young man who knows
and does what is right will compel
others, almost against their will, and
almost without his consciousness, to
know and to do it also ! The persons
disappear, but the good tradition re-
mains ; their good works do follow
them, either their own good works
and words which outlive themselves,
or those which they have inspired in
their successors and survivors. The
vision of a noble character, the glimpse
of a new kind of virtue, does not
perish. It is said that among the
Alps at certain seasons the traveller is
told to proceed very quietly, for on
the steep slopes overhead the snow
hangs so evenly balanced that the
sound of a voice or the report of a
gun may destroy the equilibrium and
bring down an immense avalanche
that will overwhelm everything in ruin
in its downward course. And so
about our way, there may be a soul
in the very crisis of its mortal history,
trembling between life and death, and
a mere touch or shadow may deter-
mine its destiny." How unconscious,
therefore, and how momentous is the
teacher's influence!

The atmosphere of the school-room
should be, as nearly as possible, like
that of a happy home where kind
looks and words dispel all unhappi-
ness and gloora, arid kind actions
weave an indissoluble bond among its
members. Doubtlessly all of us have
heard exclamations to this effect :
"Oh, -I never could be . teacher; I'd
never have the patience, and I should
become unbearably cross ! " It is a
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fallacy that a teacher's temper can-
not be otherwise than soured by long
experience in his profession. On the
contrary, I firmly believe that if we
fully appreciate our high calling, and
teach in that noble, gentle, regal
spirit of the one Great Teacher who
lived and died long years ago, that
instead of becoming seared our
natures are softened, our sympathies
deepened and enlarged by seeking the
benefit of those whom the Divine
Teacher delighted to own and bless.
There are those who may be scepti-
cally inclined on this point; but if we
take kindness as our watchword doubt
soon disappears. Yes 1 it is kindness
which causes the machinery of the
school-room to work without friction
or confusion. It brings only sunshine
and flowers, smooths the rough places,
makes discipline easy, instruction de-
lightful. Fear is the tyrant's weapon
.o exercise authority, to enforce obedi-
ence; but the kind teacher needs no
such relic of barbarism. Boys like a
friend, not an overseer. Order, atten-
tion, obedience and earnest endeai,-
ours are all the outgrowth and im-
mediate results of a desire to please
such an instructor. If you have not
yet experienced its efficacy take it
unreservedly as the panacea for the
petty annoyances which clog the cur-
rent of every-day school-life. Then
note the pleasure with which your
pupils will anticipate your wishes,
obey your gentle commands, and the
smiling faces and expectant looks
which greet your approach.

Like dew.drops falling on a flower
A teacher's words should be,

But never like the hailstone shower
That blights the blooming tree.

If Nature has not made the thread
Of intellect refined,

In vain we hammer at the head
To cultivate the mind.

But while we are kind, let us main-
tain a calm firmness in all circum-
stances, and never for one moment
allow the idea that we will tolerate

anything unmanly, immoral, impure.
Let us strive to reach the hearts and
feelings of our scholars, and lead
their thoughts, by daily intuitions, to
the contemplation of the pure, the
virtuous, the Godlike. Teach then
to reverence the very name of the
Deity, to hold in deep respect all
holy things, and see in nature its all-
wise Author. Teach them that

God hath a presence, and that you may see
In the fold of a flower, the leaf of the tree ;
la the sun of the noonday, the star of the

night;
In the storm-cloud of darkness, the rainbow

of light;
In the waves of the ocean, the furrows of

land ;
In the mountains of granite, the atom of

sand:
Turn where ye may, from the sky to the sod,
Where can ye gaze that ye see not a God?

If parents and teachers fully realized
the importance of keeping these
truths before the youthful mind, In-
fidelity, accursed child of Ignorance,
would receive a lasting blow.
"No Godi No God !" The simplest flower

That on the wild is found -
Shrinks as it drinks its cup of dew,

And trembles at the sound.
"No Godl" Astonished Echo cries

From out her cavern hoar ;
And every wandering bird that flies

Reproves the atheist lore.

Opportunities are not rare and it
costs little to daily drop a jewel into
the immortal casket. Purity and
temperance of speech should be prac-
tised and encouraged, and the very
first approach 'to profanity nipped in
the bud. Jeremy Taylor says -
"Nothing is greater sacrilege than to
prostitute the great narne of God to
the petulancy of an idle tongue."
Washington, the illustrious child-hero,
considered the foolish and wicked
practice of profane cursing a vice so
mean and low that every person of
sense and character detests and de-
spises it. Satan tempts men through
their ambition, their cupidity or their
appetite until he comes to the pro-
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fane swearer whom he catches without
any reward. There are two very
necessary and pleasing 'social qualities
which, it is to be feared, are sadly
neglected in some of our schools.
These are, politeness and common
good manners. Teachers should set
the example by treating their pupils
with a degree of consideration becom-
ing the relations existing between
superior and subordinate, and pupils
in their turn should be taught to ob-
serve due respect for the rights and
wishes of their schoolmates and
teachers. If instructors and parents
would pay proper attention to this
duty they would confer a lasting bene-
fit, for

Hearts, like doors, can ope with ease,
To very, very little keys ;
And don't forget that they are these,
"I thank you, sir," and " If you please."

Let us beautify our school-rooms and
encourage pupils to take pride and
delight in making and keeping them
neat, comfortable, attractive and clean.
It is gratifying to see public sentiment
changing on this point, and to notice
that people are awakening to the fact
that schools should not be the dark,
dingy dilapidations they were in the
time of our grandfathcrs. We should
encourage wholesome habits of read-
ing. A plan which works very well
is for the teacher to keep a supply of
books and papers suitable to the ad-
vancement and intelligence of his
pupils, and distribute among them
weekly those desired by each. Let
each child keep a small note-book in
which to record the number of lines
and the titles of each evening's work,
and let the teacher on Monday morn-
ing examine and comment upon the
work of the preceding week. There
is a duty underlying our path which
perhaps some of us rarely contem-
plate. This is our duty to parent and
posterity. As soon as a child takes
his position under a teacher the
moulding of his character is, to a

great extent, taken from the parent's
hand and committed to the teacher's
care. Judicious, indeed, should be
that process of moulding, since habits
contracted at school cling tenaciously
through life. And who, but a parent,
can tell the joy which there is in the
consciousness that a son walks in the
way of wisdom, and who but he can
measure the anxiety and pain attend-
ant upon the footsteps of the way-
ward? The children of to-day are
the men and women of the near
future, and a teacher should be awake
to a sense of his accountability, inas-
much as these children must very soon
become either good or bad members
of society. Who of us that has studied
the life and methods of that prince of
teachers, the immortal Arnold, of
Rugby fame, can doubt for an instant
that his good works and words will
flow on silently and powerfully until
the stream of time joins the ocean
of eternity ?

So when a great man dies,
For years beyond our ken,

The light he leaves behind him
Lies upon the paths of men.

The time will come when all will
realize the necessity for, and expect in
a teacher, just such a Christian char-
acter, and not until then will the
teaching profession attain its true
standing or heaven-appointed altitude.
We should not overlook or neglect the
inculcation of the principles of tem-
perance. If parents and teachers
would picture to the tender young the
horrible results of intemperance upon
society, the degrading and brutalizing
effects upon the nation at large, the
ruinous effects upon homes and fam-
ilies, and the ruthless destruction of
soul and character, there is not the
slightest doubt that less of the evil
would exist. In my humble opinion
the proper place for the temperance
pledge, and the place where it will
work most effectively, is the public
school. Fix a day permeanently, have
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the pledge signed annually by all who
are willing to take it, and spend the
day, or half of it at least, in suitable
addresses by clergymen, teachers and
others anxious to help on in the
great and noble cause. But until aver-
sion to intemperance, fierce as the
hatred which burned in the sixteenth
century, is born in the blood and bred
in the bone of the youth of our land,
and until nations and governments
decree the manufacture of intoxicants
a crime, fair Canada may legislate in
vain. But a canker-worm, ruinous as
intemperance, gnaws at the very vitals
of youthful character. Truth, fairest
name in any tongue ; Truth, the bul-
wark of Christianity, the pillar of true
morality; Truth, the foundation of
noble character, the glory of age and
the ornament of youth, lies trampled
and bleeding; and Falsehood, de-

stroyer of peace, parent of deception;.
Falsehood, corrupter of society and
snare of youth, stalks unblushingly
forth in the broad noonday of our
nineteenth century vaunted morality.

'Lying's a certain mark of cowardice;
And when the tongue forgets its honesty,
The heart and hand may drop their functions,

too,
And nothing worthy be resolved or done."

Arise, then, ii your might, Oh ye
parents, ye instructors of youth, mar-
shal your forces and rescue from this
degrading, soul-destroying thraldoin
the young and perishing of our land!
Ir conclusion, if we wish to become
perfect teachers, to hold Qurselves,
like Hawthorne's town-pump, the
grand reformers of the age, let us
make our pupils feel that, after home,
the best, the pleasantest, the happiest,
the purest place on earth is school.

SCIENCE VERSUS IMMORALITY.

S ELDOM has the moral sentimentof the civilized world received
so severe a shock as it has done in
connection with the revelations which
a prominent London newspaper has
made, within the last couple of
months, of the gross and inhuman
vices practised in the metropolis of
the British Empire. One of -the
worst features in the case is the fact
that the enormities referred to have
been committed, not by the "dregs
of the population," as that expression
is commonly understood, but by men
of wealth and social station. 4 Gentle-
men " (!) of education (save the mark!)
and leisure have employed, annually,
in the corruption of female youth and
childhood, sums that would have af-
forded decent maintenance to num-
bers of poor families. Men whose
own condition of life had been made

in every way desirable, so far as money
could accomplish that object, have
found nothing better to do than to
employ their means in spreading moral
contagion and destruction among the
families of the poor. Men who boast
the name of Englishmen have thought
it not beneath them to trade in the
souls and bodies of unfortunate child-
ren. England, as a nation, struck the
manacles from the hands of her negro
slaves over fifty years ago ; but some
Englishmen to-day, belonging to the
most favoured social class, do not
hesitate to practise, upon weaker
members of their own race, crimes
worse than those which made slavery
a hissing and an abomination among
the civilized races of mankind.

It is needless, however, to dwell
further on the facts. Words can but
feebly express the shame and horror
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that they involve. What we may do
with advantage is to consider whence
such evils spring, and what is their
most effectual remedy.

As regards the unhappy victims of
the rich man's lust, there is an econ-
omic side to the problem which is
doubtless difficult to deal with. That
the pressure of life should be so hard
upon some as to render the path of
virtue one almost impossible to tread
is, in itself, an evil of the first magni-
tude, and one which a more fully de-
veloped economic science must some
day grapple with. The efforts at
present being made, under the guid-
ance of a, purely sentimental impulse,
to provide improved dwellings for the
poor, and in other ways to force on
them higher modes of living, we do
not, we must confess, regard as very
hopeful. It is seldom that the state
succeds in paying Peter without rob-
bing Paul, or in closing the door to
one social abuse without opening it
to another and perchance a greater.
The economic problem, however, is
not the only one to consider, nor is
it perhaps the most important. The
educational problem demands equal
and more immediate attention, seeing
that the knowledge necessa'ry for its
solution is immediately available. As
every one is aware, a vast amount
has been done for popular education
in England within the last fifteen
years; yet it is precisely the children
who have been growing up during
the last ffteen years who are furnish-
ing prey for the " Minotaurs" and
other scoundrels of the metropolis.

The theory of state education is
that the state is- bound to see that its
juvenile members do not grow up
ignorant, and as a result of ignorance,
prone to vice. It is also held that
the state owes it to every youthful
citizen to furnish him or her with such
elements of education as may be
needed to fit them for employments
requiring a knowledge of reading and

writing. From the latter point of
view reading and writing are looked
upon in the light of tools ; but why
the state should be required to furnish
mental tools rather than material
ones-to furnish the child's head with
the multiplication-table, but not to
provide his hands with saw, axe, or
hammer-has never, to our mind,
been entirely evident. It seems to
us that if the state is to educate, the
whole strain and stress of its effort
should be to produce good citizens;
not to fit this boy for a counting-house
or that girl for a position as "sales-
lady," but to impart to both that
knowledge and imbue both with those
principles that make for the right
ordering of life and for the good of
society. The multiplication-table and
the rules of grammar may be found
valuable aids to these all-important
objects-we do not say they are not-
but we insist that they should be
looked upon and treated as means
always, as ends never; and as means
to no other objects than the ones
mentioned. It should be distinctly
understood and continually repeated
that the state has nothing to do with
this or that individual's success in «fe,
so far as that may be a matter of
competition; that the only "success"
the state can undertake to prepare
any one for is the success of good
conduct and of social adaptation.

Now it is evident that if state edu-
cation were dominated by this idea,
it would have to assume an essentially
scientific character. For the conduct
of life, what is wanted is not accom-
plishment of any kind whatever, but
knowledge of what life is and a sense
of its realities. A true education
will, therefore, find its basis in the
laws of life-physical, intellectual
and moral-and will aim at bringing
each irdividual face to face with the
great realities upon which happiness
depends. From such an education
all false prudery would be banished.
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No child would be allowed to grow
up in an ignorance which might ex-
pose it to the gravest physical perils;
on the contrary, the way of physical
salvation woulli be clearly and plainly
indicated, and the perils of every kind
which wait upon violations of law
would be faithfully exhibited. The
chief impression, however, would be
produced by the constant reference
of all instruction to the grand aim of
proinoting integrity, purity and har-
mony of life. Every branch of lçnowl-
edge would be considered and treated
in its bearing upon this aim, and not,
as is now generally the case, in its
bearing upon irdividual success in
the competition of life. "Do so and
so," children are now told, "and you
will rise to positions of distinction in
society." Yes, provided others fail
to act with equal wisdom; but, sup-
posing all to conduct themselves
wisely and well, where is the distinc-
-tion to come from? No doubt it
may safely be predicted that all will
not; but is it well to assume this in
the appeals we make to the young,
.and so to accustom them to thought
of profiting by the errors or weakness
of others? The educator, we hold,
should use only such modes of appeal
as are applicable to all; and a promise
of eminence, of distinction, of wealth,
-of power, is not applicable to all, but
only to a few. To all it may be said:
"Do so and so, and your life will rest
upon solid foundations; you will be
a healthful and helpful member of
society, and, whatever your lot in life
tmay be, you will have an inward fund
of happiness and self-respect that will
be secure against all vicissitude.
Moreover, the world is so constituted
that you cannot give without receiv-
ing, and whatever you sow for others
you will reap the same yourself."

We believe that were education
-dominated by these ideas, and by the
-one main purpose we have indicated,
the result woulçl soon be seen in

quickened intelligences and improved
dispositions; and at least the gross
ignorance would be removed which
at present is answerable for so large
an amount of juvenile depravity.

There is, however, another aspect
to the question with which we are
now specially concerned. What shall
be said of the "education" of the
men of wealth and leisure, who find
their highest pleasure in the most
criminal and ruthless forms of vice?
These men have passed through
public schools, perchance through
universities; some are said to be
doctors of medicine; others to be
eminent at the bar or on the bench ;
and some even to wear the livery of
the church. In what shape can life
have been presented to such men?
What sense can they ever have gained
of the organic unity of society ?
What respect can they ever have been
taught for the temple of their bodies,
or for the cardinal institutes of nature
and of society? What regard for
others can ever have been inculcated
upon them when they think that money
can atone for the utter degradation of
a fellow-creature? Surely it is time
to cry aloud and spare not, when men
can pass for "educated" to whom
the very elements of a true science of
life are unknown, and who, with all
literary, professional and social ac-
quirements, are willing to descend in
their daily practice to the lowest
depths of infamy. Think of the two
things - " education " and brutal,
merciless vice'-going hand in hand!
Alas ! it is not education ; it is that
wretched, sophistical veneering of
accomplishments which usurps the
name of education. It may embrace
-in the case of medical men must
embrace-a certain amount of scien-
tific instruction; but what it lacks is
the true scientific grasp of life as a
whole. We are no fanatical believers
in the saving efficacy of a little smat-
tering, nor even of much special
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knowledge, of physics and chemistry;
but we are firm believers in the mor-
alizing effects of a true philosophy of
life, supported and illustrated by con-
stant reference to verifiable facts.
Al sciences are but parts of one great
science, and the highest function of
universal science is to teach us how
to live. The state, in so far as it
undertakes to fit the young for " posi-
tions in life," acts upon the old
sophistical idea of education as a
thing of accomplishments designed to
promote individual success. Such

education cannot of itself have any
moralizing effect, and may have a
demoralizing. The change that is
needed is to abandon that view, and
to make education a þreparation for
life in the broadest sense. Whether
the state can adopt the latter princi-
ple, and bring its teaching up to the
proper level, remains to be seen. If
it cannot, its condemnation is defi-
nitively pronounced, for no other
conception of education will meet
the requirements of the future.-
Popular Science Monthly.

HARD WORK IN EDUCATION.

IN a recent address made by the
venerable Dr. Martineau to the

graduates of Manchester New College,
in England, he emphasized with much
earnestness and vigour the necessity
in education of hard work and per-
sonal effort on the part of the student.
He thinks that while the old-fashioned
practice of giving a youth studies
that he specially disliked, for dis-
ciplinary purposes, was too ascetic, it
is preferable to the prevalent custom
of the present day, in which he selects
only what he prefers, and feels at
liberty to put aside all the rest. Prob-
ably, like many people of the old
school, Dr. Martineau may somewhat
exaggerate the value of ancient
methods and depreciate modern im-
provements; but there is certainly
enough truth in his criticisms to
make all intelligent educators glad
that he has uttered them.

It is not a question of the relative
value of ancient or modern languages,
of nathematical or scientific studies,
of the ideal or the practical in edu-
cation ; it is, rather, whether or not
the young people of our day shall
have the development that can only
come through laborious and self-

denying mental exertion. To follow
through life what is distasteful, at the
expense of pleasurable achievements,
would, of course, be a waste of labour,
talent and happiness; but thefower
of drudging at disagreeable tasks is
necessary to any worthy work; and
this power is never attained by one
who always chooses and refuses in
accordance with his inclination. The
idea is prevdient that, as all mental
work is disciplinary, it matters little
which is selected, and we may safely
leave it for the taste or the passing
desire to decide. Now we know that
some studies exercise one set of
faculties and some another, and that,
to develop a well-balanced mind,
their harmonious action must be
secured. But suppose each one to
be capable of equal results, it still
1emains true that these results can
only be reaped through patient, per-
severing, fagging labour ; labour that
asks no questions as to taste, prefer-
ence or pleasure, but lays hold of the
difficult problem or arduous task,
whatever it may be, and conquers it
by its own force. Such exertion, in
such a spirit, is worth more to the
student than any amount of knowl-
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edge poured into his mind by the
most approved modern labour-saving
method.

Not for a moment would we under-
rate the efforts that have been made
to render study attractive and to con-
vey knowledge in a systematic and
impressive manner. No amount of
thought or judgment is too great to
devote to the science of education;
no amount of judicious effort is too
great for the teacher to put forth.
Only let him not imagine that he
alone can do all or most of the work.
Unless he in some way stimulates his
pupils to study for themselves, his
labour will be in vain. This is the
one great danger of the elective
system as at present organized
in some of our higher institutions
of learning. The youth, too young
or inexperienced to know what studies
will best develop his powers, finding
the choice in his own hands, is very
naturally tempted to select those
which either happen to attract his
fancy, or which promise him an easy
victory. Having chosen then from
these motives, he looks for them to f ulfil
his hopes; consequently, if he finds
that they are not so pleasant or so
smooth as he imagined, he is dis.
appointed, loses his interest, relaxes
effort, and, perhaps, makes another
change with the same result. On the
other hand, if he is successful in his
attempt, the issue is equally disastrous.
Finding but little labour in a certain
line of study, he continues it to the
exclusion of those which would have
taxed his utmost energies, and he
thus loses the mental power which
hard mental labour alone can give.
Dr. Martineau well says: "I warn
you that this enervated mood is the
canker of manly thought and action."

If, however, the student had in
previous years acquired habits of close
and assiduous study, and if he were

wise enough to recognize that only
through maintaining these could he
hope to receive any permanent benefit
from a course of study, the case
would be different. Then, indeed,
his own choice, being made on
rational grounds, would doubtless be
the best thing for him. In fact, there
is no doubt of the elective system
being the wisest and most beneficial,
jusi as soon as the student is prepared
for it. When that is, is a question of
grave importance, on the answer to
which depends the value of an edu-
cation to thousands of the rising
generation.

To fit the young for the responsi-
bility of choosing for themselves should
be the aim of all education, fron
the kindergarten upwards; and for
this purpose nothing is more essential
than to habituate each pupil to hard
study and close thinking. The habit
of listless and half-way attention
during protracted school hours in
early life is fatal to intellectual vigour.
For short periods, the mind of the
child should be exercised briskly, and
close attention and real work should
be insisted on. Gradually these
periods may be lengthened as the
power increases, and thus the habit
of mental labour and personal respon-
sibilit.y ïwill be formed. If this point
be kept in steady view in every edu-
cational system and by every teacher
in his or her immediate contact with
pupils, they may be fitted to reap the
advantages of the elective system;
but if, in our eagerness to attract the
young and to smooth their paths of
study, we remove fron then the
burdens of hard work and binding
obligation, they will be unfitted to
make choices for themselves, either
in a University career or in the still
more important and inevitable crises
that await thera in Life.-Putblic
Ledger.
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SCRIPTURE LESSONS FOR SCHOOL AND HOME.

BY TUE REV. J. WYCLIFFE GEDGE, M.A., INSPECTOR OF SCHOOLS FOR
WINCHESTER, ENG. (NOTES FOR TEACHERS.)

NO. 9. THE SEVENTH COMMANDMENT.

T O the teacher. This lesson will
require some little care. It

will be best to dwell more on the
positive duty of purity and temperence
than on the sin forbidden, particularly
with younger children, for whom these
lessons are specially intended.

I. THE SIN FoRBIDDEN-Adultery.
(Read Matt. xiv. 1-5.) Remind how,
God made Adam and gave him Eve
for his wife-what was Adam told to
do? (Matt. xix. 4, 5.) To cleave to
her-i.e., to love and honour always,
as long as they lived. What did
Herod do? Left his own wife and
took his brother's - breaking this
Commandment.

This Commandment forbids any
excess. See how children can break
it. Food is necessary, but must not
take too much. Sleep needful, but
must get up at proper time. Pleasure
right, but not carried to excess. So
Commandment forbids gluttony, sloth,
impurity and all sins of the body.

II. THE DUTY ENJOINED-Teper-
ance. (Read Dan. i. 8-17.) A story
in this chapter of three young men-
princes of the Jews-had been taken
captive with the rest of the Jews-
received special honour-to live near
the king as his courtiers (verse 4).
What favour did Daniel ask? Was
allowed rich food and wine--he and
the three princes. What did they ask
for? Why did they want simple
rood? Perhaps because the food had
first been offered to idols-perhaps
because knew might be tempted to
take too much-at any rate, they
chose to live simply, temperately,

soberly. Did their bodies suffer?
Were found to be fairer and fatter
than those who had rich food and
drink. Did their minds suffer? God
gave them wisdom and knowledge.
Did their souls suffer? Read after-
wards how they chose death rather
than worship other gods and sin
against God.

Children may learn from them to
be temperate-not necessarily keeping
from all nice food or pleasure, but
learning to be moderate in appetite-
to keep their bodies in subjection-
will help to make their bodies healthy
-not so likely to have headaches, or
catch diseases, etc.-their minds clear
-better able to learn lessons-their
souls right before God. Therefore
must never listen to-or speak-or do
anything we should not like God to
hear or see. Our bodies are meant
to live in heaven-must watch and
pray, so that they may be made ready
for heaven now. (i Cor. vi. 19.)

LESSON. Blessed are the _Pure in
heart, for tley shall see God.

NO. IO. THE EIGHTH COMMANDMENT.

INTRODUCTION. Dishonesty said
to be peculiarly the sin of these days.
Wasting time, scamping work, gam-
bling, dishonest weights, robbing em-
ployers. Teachers may well find out
the special temptations likely to beset
their children, and try to bring the
lesson of honesty practically home.

I. THE SIN-Dishonesty. (Read
Josh. vii. 11-26.) Story of a battle.
Joshua and Israelites against city of
Ai. Israelites defeated-why? Be-
cause have displeased God. What
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was the first city they took? What
was to be done with spoil of Jericho?
(Josh. vi. 24.) Was given to God-
used for His service. What had
Achan done? How was he found
out ? Picture his feelings as the lot
first gave his tribe-then his family--
household-himself. How was he
punished ? See what God thinks of
this sin.

Commandment very short-only
four words-perhaps more broken
than any other. Many different
ways; only time to mention a few.
(a) First, actual stealing-i.e., taking
other persons' things-money,clothes,
books, etc. Children sometimes think
no harm to take little things, such as
pencils, knives, fruit, etc. Can the
quantity taken make any diffirence ?
Must keep from pf/ering-ficking,
such as lumps of sugar, biscuits, etc.
Remind of Judas, who stole secretly
money from the disciples' purse, and
his awful sin and death. (b) Dis-
honesty another common kind of
stealing-e.g, copy oig another child's
lessons, thus stealing with the eyes-
riding in second-class carriage with
third-class ticket-playing unfairly at
games-getting credit for what did
not deserve-taking unjust advantage
of another's ignorance-using false

weights and measures-many other
similar tricks. (c) Waste. This very
frequent. Servant's time belongs to,
mistress-pupil-teacher's to her gover-
ness-errand boy's to employer-ali
our time to God. Any wilful waste
breaks this Commandment. What
did Christ tell disciples to do with
crumbs after He fed the multitudes?
What a lesson against waste ?

Il. THE DUTV-Honesty. (Read
Gen. xxxix. 1-6.) All know the story
of Joseph-sold by his brothers to,
Ishmaelites-taken to Egypt-bought
by Potiphar-made overseer. Why.
did Potiphar treat him so ? Josephi
was honest and faithful. Treated his.
master's property as if his own-could
be trusted. What a good character
to get ? All children must aim at
same-to be honest and just in alli
they do, e :., restore anything given,
them by i,-cident in excess, such as.
change fur money-do their work.
diligently and conscientiously-when
old enough work to get honest liveli-
hood (Eph. iv. 28), not living upon
others-spending working time-holi-
day-time - rest-time (Sundays), as
those that must give an account. All
this fulfils spirit of Commandment.

LESSON. Do ail to the glory Of
God.

NOTES FOR TEACHERS.

THE school teachers in the State of
Vermont are prohibited from using
tobacco.

MR. JAs. HEATH, the present prin-
cipal, takes charge of the Alliston
Public School at the New Year, his
assistants being Messrs. McDonald,
Anderson, Birnie and Mackintosh.

THE Ontario Society of Artists pur-
pose holding a Loan Exhibition of
Oil and Water Color Pictures at their

rooms, King St. West, Toronto, dur-
ing the present month. Admission.
free.

THERE is a hitch in school boardi
affairs in Beeton, owing to some de-
fect or oversight relative to the Act
incorporating the place as a village.
The board finds that it is no board,.
but we trust this diffliculty may be-
overcome, and that school will "be
kept" as usual.
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A. J. MUNDELLA, late vice-presi-
dent, Council of Education, said in a
recent speech : It is a striking and en-
couraging fact that just as the attend-
ance at the day schools has increased,
the attendance at the Sunday school
has increased in the saine ratio.

IT is understood that most of the
students at Toronto Normal School
this session have secured positions
for 1886. The gentlemen, as a rule,
refused to apply for less than $500,
and some of them were engaged at
higher figures. The ladies have been
engaged (a few of them say " hired ")
at from $350 to $400.

SENATOR GOWAN, of Barrie, who a
short time ago sent his extra-sessional
indemnity to Dr. Williamson for a
scholarship in natural science, has
now sent Principal Grant a cheque
for $400 for the endowment fund.
The second donation is to be applied
in founding a scholarship to be held by
the student who intends to study law.

By a paragraph in the New York
School [7ounzal, on the Walkerton
whipping case, it appears that United
States law is much like our own in such
matters. We submit that in both coun-
tries the law is wrong. No teacher
should be responsible for the behav-
iour of his pupils beyond the school
premises. Surely, in a question as
between parental and official author-
ity, the former should naturally come
first. If the teacher should act at all
in cases of this kind, it ought to be
only after the parents have refused to
take any action. However, as the
law stands, the teacher is responsible,
and Mr. Telford deserves credit for
his pluck.

COUNTRY ScHooLs.-" The eleva-
tion of the country school is the
grandest field of usefulness now open
to the statesman and philanthropist.»
It is to be very much regretted that

the above statement is unquestionably
true. You May scrutinize carefully
the whole field of education and you
will find the demand for improvement
more imperative in the country school
than in any other department. While
at the saine time you will find a greater
lack of the elements of progress there
than in any other department. A
vast majority of the citizens of our
country receive all their education, so
far as the work and influence of school
life is concerned, in the country
school. Our common schools, there-
fore, constitute the chief factor of our
civilization. Hence, the thorough
education of the masses is conceded
to be the surest and best means of
enlightening and elevating them.-
Educational Gleaner.

BUT we wanted to say something
in regard to boys and girls, and the
necessity of forethought on the part
of their parents and guardians. A
great deal is to be learned at school
besides that which is nominated by
the Minister of Education, and a
great deal is to be unlearned besides
wrong educational theories. Parents
should think over the probable temp-
tations of their children. They should
know something about the peculiar
trials which await then, and fortify
them by judicious counsel and loving
advice. More than all, Christian
parents should make the school life
of their children the special subject
of intercession at the throne of grace.
Let it be but considered that the
depravity of many little hearts soon
becomes common property at school,
aud that there are many potent in-
fluences which facilitate the undoing
of home training, and the necessity
of God's grace for the little ones will
be very apparent. Let the school
season be made a matter of fore-
thought and prayer.-Extract. ,

EDUCATIONAL INSTITUTE OF SCOT-
LAND.-The annual meeting of the
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Educational Institute of Scotland was
held in Edinburgh recently. The
retiTng president, Mr Macarthur, Old
Monkland, delivered an address, in
which he dealt]with many topics. He
considered that every educational
establishment, public or private, should
be under Government surveillance,
and enjoy proportionately Govern-
ment aid. He pleaded for free educa-
tion, condemned the present system
of codes and payments by results as
obstructive of true education, and
advocated a decimal system of weights
and measures, and an improved ortho-
graphy. Mr. David Ross, Glasgow, was
installed as president. The finances
of the institute were reported to
be satisfactory, and gratification was
expressed that the Board of Examiners
had been asked to undertake the pre-
liminary examinations for the Royal
Colleges of Physicians and Surgeons.
A deputation from England was
received, and the deputies spoke on
the present aspect of primary educa-
tion. After some discussion, a resolu-
tion was adopted instructing the con-
mittee to prepare a bill with the view
of establishing a widows' fund in con-
nection with the institute.

LOOKING over our English ex-
changes we are struck with the evi-
dences of what may be called the
corporate capacity of British teachers.
In matters of social and political re-
form they are almost a unit. When
they want anything they determine,
and then they speak right out. How
different it is in this country. Not
only are we without union, but we
seem never to have realized that there
is any necessity for it. The nearest
approach we have to anything of the
kind is in our Provincial Association,
and we all know that much good has
been effected through its efforts. But
after all, the teachers of Ontario, as a
body, are almost impotent. We hear
whispers of a move being made for
the establishment of a College of Pre-

ceptors. We take it that such an
organization would be wholly inde-
pendent of the Education Depart-
ment, although there does not seem
to be anv good reason why the two
should not be co-operative. In the
establishment of such a college there
are great possibilities; but for many
years its existence would, in all pro-
bability, be precarious. Onlythorough-
paced teachers would give it any sup-
port; but the effect of its existence
would, in time, be to increase vastly
the number of thorough.-pacers, that
is to say, of those who teach because
they love teaching, and who intend to
teach until they are too old and too
wealthy to teach any longer.

THE BIBLE IN PUBLIC SCHooLS.-
An application was recently made in
the Common Pleas Court of Mercer
County, Pa., for an injunction to re-
strain the use of the King James
version of the Bible and the " Gospel
Hymns" in the opening exercises of the
public schools. The movers weremem-
bers of the Roman Catholic Church.
They allege that, in their belief, " the
only correct version of the Holy Bible
is the version recognized, adopted
and directed to be used in worship
by said Roman Catholic Church,
commonly known as the Douay Bible,
and that all othcr English versions of
the Sacred Scriptures are incorrect,
unauthorized and sectarian in charac-
ter; that in the public schools their
children were,compelled to read and
sing, or hear read and sung, that
which is offensive to the plaintiffs and
which the plaintiffs believe to be
injurious to their children, or else to
absent themselves from the opening
exercises of said schoois." This, the
plaintiffs claimed, was coutrary to the
constitution and laws of Pennsylvania,
which guarantee the rights of con-
science and prohibit sectarian instruc-
tion in the public schools.

In an elaborate opinion the Court
holds that the complaint is not well
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founded. The simple reading of the
Scriptures in school is not an unlawful
interference with the rights of con-
science, nor is it prohibited sectarian
instruction. The Court says that "it
is not within the range of judicial
authority to decide upon the correct-
ness of either the King James or the
Douay Bible. All versions stand equal
before the law; and if directors have
power to authorize the use of one in
the public schools they have the same
power to authorize the use of the
other." According to this ruling Ro-
man Catholics would have the right
in a district where their directors were
in the majority to have their own
Bible used in the public schools.-

ezVew York Heratld.

CARDINAL MANNING ON THE ENG.
LISH SCHOOL SYSTEM.-At the last
annual meeting of the Westminster
Diocesan Education Fund Cardinal
Manning presided and spoke at some
length. Among his remarks were the
following :-

" The great change in the education
of the children of England was brought
about by those who had previously
been doing every.thing in their power,
by immense self-denial, and contri-
butions of millions of mon*ey in the
advancement of education, and had
covered the country with a vast net-
work of education. Then came the
whole Board school system, and to
the Board schools at the present time
cthe education rate was exclusively
devoted, not to voluntary schools and
to those who had done everything,
but to the Board schools which
followed. His opinion was that from
that date the education in Christianity
in England was put upon an inclined
plane, for from the first period when
the State in England took into its
bands the education of the English
people, it established a principle which
.ontained in itself a claim to the

schools and the control of them, and

not only of the schools, but of the
children in them. Thus since 1870
the children in English schools were
children of the State. Perhaps some
people had been a little asleep at the
time in not perceiving the full reach
of that scheme. If anybody would
take the trouble to read what was to
be found as to the common school
system in America, where the children
were regarded as the children of the
public at large, and would then look
to the condition of education in
France, where there was no authority
whatever required, and the govern-
ment of education was a sort of lay
charge, his meaning would be under-
stood. Those who had introduced
the present educational system in
England had, he maintained, included
all the four points which constituted
the French and American systems-
of universal, secular, compulsory and
free education. At the present time
the two great principles of voluntary
effort and State help, which were
working together harmoniously before
1870, were put into antagonism, and
unless they could be brought into
some common field of reconciliation
in some manner by which there would
be room for both these systems-one
which never ought to perish, because
it was the only form in which liberty
of conscience could be preserved,
and the other, which he believed never
would perish, because it was established
on a broad basis, with all the powers
of the State-unless these could be
brought into something like harmony
he was afraid the country would see
that the irresistible power of the law
would gradually starve or crush the
free and the Christian education of
this country. He believed that every
denonination had decreased in the
number of schools it had since the
foundation of the Board school system,
with the exception of the Catholic
religion, the schools of which had
gained. "
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ERRORS IN SPEECH.

BY JAMES MASON.

T HE following,collectedfrom manysources, are by no means all the
common errors met with in speech;
but there are quite enough to put
you on your guard. Wh.en people
set about murdering the English
language, they usually begin with the
small words: thus we find a great
many errors arising from the wrong
use of pronouns.

" You are stronger than her," says
Mary, "and she is taller than me."
Here are two common errors in one
sentence-er should be she, and -me
should be I. "This is a secret,"
,says Alice, " between you and L"
Wrong, Alice; you should say " be-
tween you and me."

" Eliza wnt with Kate and i."
Here, again Ishould be me. " Was
it her who called me?" Her should
be sIte.

" It is me who am to blame." Me
should be Z. In "let each of you
mind their own business," the their
should be his or ler.

Who and which are often confused.
Long ago both words used to be em-
ployed to stand for persons ; but
nowadays who is used when speaking
of persofs, and whic/t when alluding
to things. Thus, " the lady which I
spoke to " ought to be " the lady to
-wliom I spoke."' " Who do you think
I saw to-day?" is a phrase often
heard. WIto should be wlom, " Wo
do you mean ?" Say " Whtom do you
mean ?" Many of our errors arise
(rom attaching wrong meanings to
-vords.

Reverend and reverent are very dif.
ferent words, but they are often con-
fused. Reverend is the subjective
word, describing the feeling within a

man as its subject ; reverent is the
objective word, describing the feeling
with which a man is regarded-of
which he is the object.

The words lie and lay are often
wrongly used. The first is a neuter
verb-" a vessel lies in the harbour."
The other is an active transitivc verb
-" a hen lays an egg." It is decid-
edly bad grammar, then, to say, "My
cousin lays ill of a fever "; " The
books were laying on the table";
" The boat was laying outside the
bar."

Another common error in regard to
the meanings of words is found in
such sentences as : " Lena walked
down the centre of the street," and
" the stream ran down the centre of
the town." Both Lena's walking and
the stream running are impossible
performances, for a centre is a point.

Some people fail to distinguish
between quantity and number, and
say, " There was a quantity of people
present," instead of, " There were a
number." Thackeray and Sir Walter
Scott have both fallen into this error.
In connection with numbers, one
frequently hears the Iwo first used
when it ought to be theflrst two. It
is by no means a matter of indiffer-
ence which you say. The girls at
the top of two different classes would
be the two first girls. The first and
second girls of the same class would
be the first two girls.

There are also errors connected
with superfluous words. "Open out
the parcel," is one of these. The
"out" is not needed. "Lead sinks
down in water." Down is superflu-
ous. " Equally as well." Omit the
as. "Whose are these here pins?"
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is a very common phrase, to be
mended by omitting the "here."

For is often employed unneces-
sarily, as in "She came to Saratoga
for to drink the waters." This would
have passed as good grammar in old
English, but it will not do in these
times. "One of my great difficul-
ties," says Annie, " is in connection
with verbs. Should I say ' news is'
or news are?" That depends en-
tirely upon circumstances. Some-
times the verb should be in the plural,
sometimes in the singular.

" Another difficulty ! Should one
say ' Either you or I are wrong ?' or
(Either you or I am wrong?'" The
latter is grammatically correct. We
have an example of the verb in a'
wrong number in the sentence, " One
of these houses were sold yesterday."
Here the ear is misled by the plural
noun "houses." We forget that the
verb should be "was" agreeing in
number with " one." "Each of the
girls are to have a separate share."
This an error of the same sort. Are,
of course, should be is.

The question has been raised
whether we should say " Two and
two is four, or are four," and it has
been laid down by some people as a
rule that in all abstract cases, when

we merely speak of numbers, the verb
is better singular; but there is as
much authority, perhaps more, on the
other side.

A number of miscellaneous errors
remain to be mentioned. "I s/all
be much tleased to accept your kind
invitation for Wednesday first." This
should be " I accept with pleasure,"
for there is nothing future about
your acceptance. An every-day mis-,
take among the half-educated con-
sists in the use of like in the place of
as. For example: " Lie she did ";
"Lie I do now "; " Like we were";
"Lie she told me." Six spoonsfzdl"
and six spoonfuls " are diffèrent
things, though often confounded. To
take " six spoonfuls" only one spoon
is needed, but for "six spoons full "
you must have six spoons. The use
of directly instead of immediately is
a common error. "Directly Mary
came," says Julia, "I went away."
May one say "well-looking " instead
of " good-looking ? " No. Well-look-
ing has no standing in respectable
society. "Blanche is as different te
Georgiana as she could be." Ilere to-
shoul. Ibefrom. "I intended to have
played on the piano to-day." This
should be " I intended to play."-
Central School 7'ournal.

TRUE AND FALSE CULTURE.

T HE word "culture" has had a
good deal of prominence in

recent literature and still more in
popular conversation. Some, who
think they possess it, are apt to look
with contempt on those who, in their
judgment, are without this mark of
refinement. Mental culture is cer-
tainly a very desirable thing, the value
of which can hardly be over-estimated.
But there is good reason to believe
that there are wrong ideas of culture
widely prevalent; and that the people

who most ostentatiously use the word
do not always possess the thing signi-
fied.

The popular idea of culture is
polite manners, good taste in mattersof
art, familiarity with the usages of the
best society, and those outward accom-
plishments which render social inter-
course pleasant. These things are by
no mec.ns unimportant. They con-
tribute largely to make life agreeable
and successful ; though they are by no-
means the highest things. But the
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kind of culture that consists in talking
about culture, and in undue admir-
ation of those who are pretentious and
formal in their manners, is not a
very desirable article. People whose
wealth has grown faster than their
intelligence sometimes in their anxiety
to learn of those who, they think,
know more about genteel society than
themselves, are greatly in danger of
wasting admiration on those who lay
claim to high social position, and
niake an outward show of fine
manners, which is often a thin veneer-
ing that covers a good deal of coarse-
ness and ignorance. All true polite-
ness is the offspring of kindness of
heart. Genuine courtesy is marked
by simplicity, rather than by demon-
strative manners or special assump-
tions of superiority.

What, then, is true culture? It is the
symmetrical development of our men-
tal and moral powers, in such a way
as to enable us to fulfil the high pur-
poses for which these powers were
given. At the basis of all broad culture
must be extensive knowledge of history,
literature, art and science. Knowledge
is the food on which the mind grows.
Those who display ignorance of sub-
jects that educated people are expected
to know can never pass as persons
of culture, however polished their
manners may be. Euclid said to
King Ptolemy: "There is no royal
road to Geometry." Neither is there
any royal, or easy, way to culture.
Patient and protracted study is the
price that all must pay for true mental
culture. It is not a thing that can be

"THE common schools must continue to be
taught by young men and women in their
transition state-that is, before they settle
down in life. These are the only ones who
can do this work-not only, but the only
ones who ought to do it. It is a part of their
education." These words were uttered at a
session of the University Convention held in
1873, and are as true now as then; and it is
a shame that it is so. As things are going,

acquired ina certain numberoflessons.
But though knowledge is essential,
the mere acquisition of knowledge is
not culture, without the capacity to
compare facts and draw deductions
from them, in other words, the power to
think. This is the real test of culture:
Has the mind been trained to think? Is
the man, or woman, able to use the
knowledge gained ? Are we wiser be-
cause of what we have learned ? It
should be borne in mind that culture is
essential to improvement and mental
strength. This is a law of our being.
Every faculty may be drawn out and
strengthened. In this age of intense
mental activity, our young people
should cherish an honest ambition to
cultivate their mental powers. What-
ever may deprive one of the oppor-
tunity of attending school or college,
in books and periodicals may be found
the best thoughts of the best minds,
and information on all the great sub-
jects of human thought. By master-
ing and digesting these truths and
reasonings the power to think is
strengthened; and the mind may be-
come a potent instrument in all de-
partments of thought and enquiry.
While we should as far as practicable
cultivate music, painting and all that
ministers to a refined taste, we should
especially furnish our young people
with useful knowledge, and train them
to think for themselves; always keeping
in mind that any education which
merely sharpens the intellect, without
enlightening tl>e conscience or improv-
ing the heart, is fatally one-sided and
defective.- Christian Guardian.

it may be uttered as an axiom ten years to
come-it may go on in 1900 as it has in i8oo
-the schools continuing to be taught by
young men and women who have not yet
made up their minds what they will do.
The great business before the friends of
education is to put an end to this state of
things. Here is a subject for the teachers in
their associations to discuss. -ew York
School Yournal.
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NEW BRUNSWICK.

T HE school system of New Bruns-wick is similar to that of On-
tario in its general provisions. It is
well organized and generally efficient.
Some of the questions which have
given a good deal of trouble in other
Provinces have been happily arranged
here. The school books, for in-
stance, do not rouse the vigorous
competition among publishers that is
so well known in the West. So far
as I have had opportunity to look
into them, the books in use are well
adapted to the requirements of the
schools, and there is no mention made
of any desire for change. How the
question was settied, when or for ho.v
long I cannot tell, but the battle of
the books is fought here for the pre-
sent at any rate.

The question of Separate Schools
has also been taken out of the region
of controversy. In this city, for ex-
ample, the Board of Public School
Trustees control all the schools with-
out distinction. All are alike under
the supervision of the Secretary of
the Board, who is also Inspector or
Superintendent. The settlement of
this question forms an interesting
episode in the history of the educa-
tional matters in the city. Formerly,
denominational schools existed in
connection with the Roman Catholic
Church, but in the effort to adjust
the relations of these schools to those
of the Public Schools, the Board pro-
posed that they would lease the build-
ings in which the Separate Schools
were taught from the ecclesiastical
authorities whose property they were,
taking the management of the schools
into their own hands, requiring the
same qualifications in the teachers
and the same work to be done in the
schools, making them, in fact, part of

the school system of the city. This
offer was accepted, and the arrange-
ment has been carried out faithfully
and, apparently, to the satisfaction of
all concerned. The buildings thus
held by the Board for school purposes
are under their control from nine
until four, or during whatever may
be determined upon as the duration
of school hours for the city schools.
During these hours the schools are
opened, conducted and closed accord-
ing to the regulations of the Board,
reading the Scriptures and prayer
forming a part of the opening and
closing exercises. The teachers are,
of course, such as are recommended
to the Board as teachers for these
schools ; but they have to pass the
same examinations, teach on the same
certificates, and in every respect con-
form to the regulations.

In the cities the schools are well
conducted, the teachers are well quali-
fied and energetic, and the buildings
-many of them-are very handsome
and well equipped. The Victoria in
this city, for instance, for girls, having
accommodation for 8oo or 900 pupils,
is a beautiful and imposing structure.
In the rural districts, owing to the
ruggedness of the country, in many
places the sections are not laid out
with the rectangular symmetry of those
of Ontario and Manitoba; and many
of the schools have to contend with
the disadvantages of a sparse popula-
tion and a limited provision. In
some parts these unfavourable con-
ditions are likely to continue, but in
others there will be great improve-
ment as the healthfulness and fertility
of the Province become better known
and the land is more completely occu-
pied. The free school systen is in
operation; but there is no provision
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for securing attendance. The ab-
sence of a compulsory attendance
clause is, perhaps, the principal defect
in the school law of New Brunswick
to-day.

The report of the Chief Superin-
tendent shows that a very large num-
ber of children do not enter a school
from one end of the year to the other.
The number of children of school age
-five to fifteen-in the Province is
over 8o,ooo ; *the number of narnes
registered as in attendance at school
is about 5o,ooo. But the irregulartty
of the attendance of those who are
registered is even more striking. Out
of 5o,ooo registered as in attendance,
the average actual attendance is only
about 28,ooo. It is not possible to
write these figures with any degree of
satisfaction for, as the Chief Superin-
tendent says, they show that out of
8o,ooo children of school age about
5o,ooo are out of school daily. This
startlingly unsatisfactory condition
night perhaps be partially explained

on the ground of the difficulties of
attendance in some parts of the coun-
try during the winter, the distance
being so great. But even this expla-
nation fails us and makes the matter
worse, for in this city not more than
one-half the children of school age

are registered as in attendance. This
means, of course, the practical failure
of the free school system. Besides,
there is a practical injustice in taxing
the people to secure a public benefit,
unless means be at the same time
taken to secure that benefit for the
community which pays for it. It
seems eminently wise that men should
contribute to provide facilities for edu-
cation whether they personally have
children to be educated or not. It
seems the discharge of a proper obli-
gation by the State, and it is to the
advantage of every one that his fellow-
citizens have some measure of intelli-
gence; but it is manifestly the right
of those who do contribute under
these circumstances to have secured
to them the possession and enjoyment
of these advantages. It is not fair
that men should be required to pro-
vide a safeguard against the prevalence
of ignorance and consequent vice, and
at the same time be left to suffer from
the presence of these evils, for the
prevention or removal of which they
are required to pay. Attention is
being drawn to this, however, and it
is probable that before long steps will
be taken to provide a remedy.

G. B.
ST. JOHN, Oct., 1885.

CORRESPONDENCE.

A REPLY TO "X.' IN MONTHLV
FOR NOVEMBER.

To the Editor of THE MONTHLY:

SIR,-I am tempted to venture an
answer to "X'" I ar fnot sure if my
reply will be satisfactory to your cor-
respondent, it is barely so to myself.
The ways of the Departnent are,
alas ! dark ways, and I am afraid they
are likely to remain so, as long as the
portfolio of education is in the hands
of a politician.

Your correspondent is, no doubt,

aware that the Legislature vote annu-
ally a surn of money, somewhat in
excess of eighty thousand dollars, to-
ward the support of High Schools.
This money is supposed to be dis-
tributed amongst the High Schools
according to a basis approved of by
the Governor-in-Council, which means
simply that it is apportioned accord-
ing to the sovereign and arbitrary will
of the autocrat of our Bureau of Edu-
cation. This " basis " has been dur-
ing the past years-indeed, ever since
the sacred trust of education was
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mated to politics-in such a painful
state of fluctuation that it has been
well-nigh impossible to keep track of
it, as lias been pointed out frequently
in yourcolumns. Presumably,itshould
not be a very difficult task to make
the appropriations, knowing, as the
Department must do, the amount
of money to be expended, the num-
ber of schools to receive it, and
the principles that must guide such
apportionments. When, therefore,
"X." states that in the case of his
High School, a sum is first added
and then deducted so as "to bring
the grant within the appropriation,"
t'1e inference evidently is either that
the authorities have stupidly blun-
dered in their figures, or that the
" basis" is somewhat impracticable,
or that some constituencies receive
more than their quota. This last
suggestion, of course, points plainly
to favouritism, and in support of this
theory we refer "X." to the printed
Report on Education for 1884. If
" X." studies that production, fearfully
and wonderfully made, specially in
reference to the appropriations to
High Schools, he will wonder why
some schools have been so liberally
dealt with, some of which are notori-
ous for inefliciency, and if "X.' con-
sider the " basis " in relation to such
schools he will get abundance of ma-

THE FIRST ENGLISH GRAMMAR.-To
William Bullokar, a school-master in the
reign of Elizabeth, must be ascribed the
honour of writing the first work on the
English Grammar. It was modestly entitied
" A Treatise of Ortographia of English, by
William Bullokar. London, i58o." As
everybody in those days wrote poetry, most
of the rules and definitions in this book, as
well as the preface, were delivered in metre.
In 1656 was published " W. Bullokar's
abbreviation for his Grammar for English,
extracted out of bis Grammar at large, for

terial for future correspondence. I
regret that my answer is not more
satisfactory, and that, as far as it goes,
it reflects in a very pronounced way
on the efficiency and purity of the
Department. I was going to add that
" X." might write to the authorities,
but their oracle is so well skilled in
Delphic utterance that he very possi-
bly would be obliged to have the an-
swer interpreted. How long is this
state of things to continue? Is this
not another proof of the failure-the
disastrous failure-of our present sys-
tem ? Is there no patriotic legislator
on either side of the House sufficiently
influential to have a Royal Commis-
sion appointed to inquire faithfully
and honestly into the working of our
Department, and report to the House.
There was a time when the efficiency
of a school went for something, but
now, as far as the grant is concerned,
the master is all but powerless to be
the means of increasing it. Well-nigh
everything is now left to the Trustees.
If they are liberal and expend bounti-
fully it is well with the school; but if
they are not, no increased effort on
the part of the staff can atone for their
neglect. The result is not difficult to
forecast. Some schools, formerly dis-
tinguished for their good name, are
already on the " down grade," and
more will follow. M.

speedy parsing of the English speech, and
the easier coming to the knowledge of
Grammar for other languages. Imprinted
at London by Edmund Bollifant, MDLXX-
XVI.' Both books were printed in black
letter, old English, with many curious affec-
tations of spelling, and novelties in type.

Ben Johnson's Grammar was not written
until about forty years after bis death in
1637. It is entitled " The English Grammar
made by Ben Johnson, for the benefit of all
strangers, out of his observation of the
English Language, now spoken and in use."
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SCHOOL WORK.

MATHEMATICS.
ARcitIInALE MAcMuRcity, M.A., TORONTO,

LDITOR.

EDUCATION DEPARTMENT,
ONTARIO.

JULY EXAMINATIONS, 1885.

«First Class Teachers-Grade C.

ELEMENTARY MECHANICS.

Examiner- J. C. Glashan.

i. Define velocity, constant velocity, vari-
able velocity, and uniformly accelerated vel-
ocity. Explain how the mean velocity dur-
ing a given time and the velocity at a given
moment are determined and expressed.

State the law of composition of rectilinear
motions and the law of composition of vel-
ocities.

A boy throws a stone at a railway train
travelling at the rate Of 30 miles per hour.
If the stone be thrown at right angles to the
railway track, and if the horizontal com-
ponent of its velocity relative to the ground
be 66 ft. per second, what will be its hori-
zontal component relative to the train ?
(Draw a figure to illustrate your solution,
marking on it the direction of the motions.)

x. Vel. of train=44 ft. per sec.; vel. of
stone = 66.

rel. horizon. vel. = V222 + 66 =22\13

2. How are forces generally measured in
statics and how in dynamics ? Define any
statical unit of force, and also any dynamical
unit of force, and compare their magnitudes.

State the law of composition of con-
current forces.

A, B, C, D, are the angular points
taken in order of a square with two-inch
sides. A force of 8 lbs. acts from A towards
B, one of i lb. from A towards D, one of 8
lbs. from C towards B, and one of 20 lbs.
from C towards D. Determine the resultant
of these four forces. (Draw the figure, repre-
senting the forces on a scale of 8 lbs. to the
inch.)

2. Rt. of 8 and 20 is 12, and acts at a pt.
in BC produced i in fr. C.
Rt. of i and 8 is 7, and acts at a pt. in DC
produced 1 in fr. C.
Rt. Of 12 and 7 at right angles

=v12)2+(7)= v'93-
3. Define moment of a force, couple, arm

of a couple and moment of a couple.
State the principle of moments, the law

of the composition of parallel forces and the
laws of the composition of couples.

A uniform rod 6 ft. long and weighing
6 lbs. has weights of 2 lbs., 3 lbs., 4 lbs.
and 5 lbs. suspended on it, in order, at dis.
tances 2 ft. apart. Determine the point
about which it will balance, and the pres-
sure on the point.

Had the z lbs., the 3 lbs. and the 5 lbs.
all been upward pressures instead of weights,
what would have been the resultant ?

3. Wt. acts at middle pt. Ler x be dis.
tance of fulcrum from middle pt. Denote it
by F, taking moments about F.
6x+3(l +x)+2(3+x)=4(I - x)+5(3 -X

6x+3+3x+6+2x=4 - 4x+ 15- 5x
I lx+9=19 -9x

20x= 10
zx=4o

fulcrum is at dist. of 6 inches from m. pt
and towards 5 lb. weight, and pressure is
sum of weights and rod 20 lbs.

Taking moments about the middle point
we have as resultant a force of two pounds
tending to turn the rod about its middle
point.

4. Distinguish between mass and weight,
force and acceleration, force and working-
power (rate of doing work), momentum and
energy.

A mass of 6 moving from rest under the
action of a constant force acquires in 5 sec-
onds a momentum of î5o. Determine the
force and the acceleration, also the velocity,
the kinetic energy and the working-power
at the end of the 5 seconds.

4. Pt=mv. •., Pt=i5o, i.e., 5F=i 5o
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atndP=30,3o=6, .'.5=fv=tf, .. v=25,
kinetic energy=j, ve=ix6x 5 '=i8 7 5 .

The working-power is the product of the
force into the velocity of its point of appli.
cation in the direction of the force. Pv=
30X 25=750.

5. State Newton's laws of motion.
A mass of io lbs is urged along a rough

horizontal plane by a force equal to the
weight of 3 lbs., acting parallel to the plan#,
the co-efficient of friction being •o5. Deter-
mine the acceleration.

5. F=mR=-o5xio=-5=. .. moving
force=3 - 9=2i. Now mass x acceleration
= moving force, io × acceleration = 2&, accel-
eration=j.

MODERN LANGUAGES.
Editors: IH. I. STRANG, B.A., Goderich.

W. H. FRASER, B.A., Toronto.

EXERCISES IN ENGLISH.

i. Select, classify, and give the relation
of the phrases in the following:-

(a) In the summer they live in tents made
of skins.

(b) On our entrance, the foreman, leaving
his work, came forward to meet us.

(c) The houses, which are built with great
regularity, are well adapted to protect them
against the severity of the climate.

(d) The habits of these people have been
made familiar to us by the accounts of travel.
lers who have from time to time visited the
island.

(e) Near by may be seen a fortune-teller,
with crafty look, explaining to some simple.
ton his destiny in life from a number of books
arranged before him on a small table.

2. State the grammatical equivalence and
relation of the dependent clauses in the
following:-

(a) He came early that he might get a
good seat.

(b) The plan that you have suggested is a
very good one.

(c) The proposal that we should divide the
proceeds seems fair.

(d) It was so dark that I could not see
them.

(e) Can you show me the spot where you>
found it?

(f) I can't tell you when it happened.
3. Change the voice of the verbs in the

following:-
(a) Here may be seen specimens of their

worknianship.
(b) He bas taken the greatest pains to

make it plain.
(c) The runners are made of whalebone,

whenever that can be procured.
(d) The lawyer asked him several ques-

tions.
(e) Our opponents have lost sight of this

fact.

4. Expand the following simple sentences.
into complex or compound :-

(a) He manifested no surprise on hearing
the news.

(b) A marble pillar marks the scene of the
memorable interview.

(c) After some weeks in prison they were
allowed to return home.

(d) Two frigates escaped, only to be cap-
tured next day, however.

(e) They resolved to seek among strangers
the freedom denied to them at home.

(f) Long before the expiration of his sen.
tence they had become convinced of his in-
nocence of the charges brought againsi him.

5. Divide into clauses, and tell the kindi
and relation of each:-

(a) In the new land that lay before them
they sought a home where they might live
as conscience directed them.

(b) As they advanced farther into the con.
tinent, they began to hear titlings of a bound-
less sea, which stretched away to the south
and west.

(c) Wishing to know what had become of
the moose, I followed the bloody trail for
some miles, until I came to a spot where the
animal had lain down for a time.

6. Arrange in as many ways as you can
without destroying the sense, and say which
you think best, and v:hy:-

(a) I shall never consent to such a pro-
posal while I live.

(b) A scene of woe then ensued, the like-
of which no eye had ever seen.
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(c) He had laid his books as usual on the
desk that morning.

(d) He reads every morning after break-
fast regularly six pages of Latin.

(e) I gained in this way at each turning
nearly one hundred yards.

7. Analyze the following sentences, and
parse the italicized words:-
(a) Like leviathans afloat lay their bulwarks

on the brine.
(b) AI the head of a little band of men,

,guided by a Mexican, he succeeded, after
severe privations and imminent dangers, in
crossing the isthmus.

(c) One of the boldest and most successful
of early nav lgators ivas the celebrated Henry
Hudson, discoverer of that vast inland sea
now known by the name of Hudson Bay.

8. Combine the following into two para-
graphs of three or four sentences each -

Lord Halifax sent out a colony of four
thousand people. He did this in 1749. He
did it to strengthen the British power in
Nova Scotia. Before winter a palisaded
town was built. It was named Halifax after
its founder. This aroused the jealousy of the
French. They stirred up the Indians. The
Indians harassed the infant settlement. The
Indians massacred some of the inhabitants.
They carried others to Louisburg. There
they sold them for arms and ammunition.
General Cornwallis was governor of Nova
Scotia. He was obliged, in consequence of
this state of affairs, to take decisive measures
for the protection of the colony. The
Acadians still refused to take the oath of
allegiance. The council of Halifax declared
them to be rebels and outlaws. It decreed
their expulsion from the province. The out-
rages had been the work of a few turbulent
spirits. The mass of the Acadian peasants
seem to have been peaceful and inoffensive.
The innocent were confounded with the
guilty. Al alike were exiled from their
homes.

9. Divide the following into simple sen-
tences, as in (8).

(a) The poor fellow was soon afterwards
poisoned by his rivals, who were envious of
the favour which had been shown him by the
white men.
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(b) The small force which he had assem.
bled was composed mainly of volunteers,
who, although they knew littie of war, were
filled with a patriotic resolve to resist the
invaders to the death.

(c) They made such a stout resistance that
their foes were unable to land, and found it
necessary to send a detachment higher up
the river to a crossing that had, ünfortun-
ately, been left undefended.

1o. What other words are pronounced
like the following? Write sentences in
which they are used correctly :-Hoard, isle,
right, wrote, seed- council, night, seen,
ascent, peer.

ii. Indicate as nearly as you can the pro.
nunciation of heinous, mortgage, malign,
recipe, sonorous, colonel, chagrin, epoch,
bicycle, almond, crochet.

12. What do the following contractions
stand for respectively:-Mme., pp. Il.,
U.S.A., Anon., P.S., N.B., Col., MSS.,
pro tem.

13. Show by examples what different
parts of speech the following words may be:
-right, clean, close, little, early, off,

14. Give all the inflected forms of child,
me, easy, give, begin.

r5. Point out any misused words in the
following, and substitute a proper word in
each case:-

(a) I calculate to start to-morrow.
(b) He spent the balance of the afternoon

at home.
(c) Try and coax him to come.
(d) I can't mind wi.'gre I saw it.
(e) I seems a pity of him to miss the

chance.
(f) He got run over by a street car.
(g) He was sentenced to be hung on the

27th of May.
(h) They were walking in the centre of the

street.
(i) That comes of eating unhealthy food.
(j) Did you ever see such a quantity of

horses ?
6. Which is correct?
(a) lis principle (principal) reason for

doing it.
(b) He does not practise (practice) what

he preaches.

Edi 
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Ic) They accused me with (of) taking it.
(d) An opportunity to avenge (revenge)

his wrong.
(e) Reading about a hippotamus (hippo-

potamus).
17. Correct any errors in the following,

giving reasons:-
(a) There is many other points of resem-

b'ance between them.
(b) lIe went in the house before you

came.
(c) I am not doing l'lis for fun but for

profit.
(d) I felt sure I could do as well, if not

better, than any of them.
(e) I found him seated at the hotel table

with a glass of beer on both sides of him.
(/) We felt some curiosity to know whom

the writer could have been.
(g) He ain't likely to give us another

chance I don't suppose.
(h) I will pay the above reward to any

one who will prove that these facts are un-
true.

(i) Scarcely one in ten of them could
write their names.

(j) I only wanted to see him for a few
minutes.

(k) It may be either an adjective or ad-
verb.

(f) He blames Nuncomar's death on Im-

pey, whom, he thinks, did not act right.

NATURAL SCIENCE.
H. B. SPOTTON, M.A., Barrie, Editor.

THE POPULAR SCIENCE MONTHLY.

The November number of this excellent
magazine is unusually good. The opening
article on " Flying-Machines " is exceedingly
entertaining as well as instructive. Perhaps
the most noteworthy paper is Sir Lyon Play.
fair's address on the "Relations of Science
to the Public Weal." It would be im-
possible to give a synopsis of the weighty
utterances contained in it. It is especially
interesting to Canadians on account of the
references to Canada in connection with the
visit of the British Association. We venture 1

to give our readers the benefit of the follow.
ing extract from the section of the address
dealing with Science and Secondary Educa.
tion. It is especially a propos just now, when
a real effort is being made to turn the science
teaching in our Canadian schools into the
proper channel.

" The opponents of science education al-
lege that it is not adapted for mental develop-
ment, because scientific facts are often dis.
jointed and exercise only the memory. Those
who argue thus do not know what science is.
No doubt an ignorant or half-informed
teacher may'present science as an accumula-
tion of unconnected facts. At all times and
in all subjects there are teachers without
æesthetical or philosophical capacity-men
who can only see carbonate of lime in a
statue by Phidias or Praxiteles ; who can-
not survey zoology on account of its millions
of species ; or botany, because of its 130,000
distinct plants; men who can look at trees
without getting a conception of a forest, and
cannot distinguish a stately edifice from its
bricks. To teach in that fashion is like
going to the tree of science with its glorious
fruit in order to pick up a handful of the
dry fallen leaves from the ground. It is,
however, true that, as science teaching has
had less lengthened experience than that of
literature, its methods of instruction are not
so matured. Scientiflic and literary teach-
ing have different methods; for while the
teacher of literature rests on authority and
on books for his guidance, the teacher of
science discards authority and depends on
facts at first hand, and on the book of nature
for their interpretation. Natural Science
more and more resolves itself into the teach-
ing of the laboratory. In this way it can be
used as a powerful means of quickening ob.
servation, and of quickening a faculty of
induction after the manner of Zadig, the
Babylonian described by Voltaire. Thus
facts become surrounded by scientific con.
ceptions, and are subordinated to order and
law."

The other articles which we have not
space to notice at any length are, "Modern
Science and Modern Thought," "Twenty
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Years of Negro Education," " Two Wonder.
ful Instruments," " A Free Colony of Luna-
tics," " The Art of Investing," 'Concern-
ing Clover "-a charming article in Grant
Allen's best style-" The Problem of Higher
Education," by Professor Eggert, of Iowa,
"Origin of Colour in Animals," "The
Motor Centres and the Will," " Home-Life
of the Thibetans," and " Sketch of Sir Lyon
Playfair." The editorial and miscellaneous
articles are fully up to the Monthly's high
standard.

THE CLASS-ROOM.
DAvID BoYLE, Editor, Toronto.

ADMISSION TO HIGH SCHOOLS.
AN INCIDENT AT RATISBON.

Robert Browning. -Born in 1812. Is an
English poet. He has written a great deal,
but is not very popular. The best known of
his works is " The Ring and the Book."

Ratisbon.-A town in Bavaria, on the
Danube, taken by Napoleon in 1809.

Napoleon.-The great French conqueror
who gained possession of nearly the whole
of Eu ope.

Lannes. -A marshal of France. He
entered the army and followed Napoleon.
He did good service at the battle of Auster-
litz.

"Could suspect. "-i.e., Could suspect he
was mortally wounded.

"Fag-bird."-The eagle-flag adopted by
Napoleon.

" Vans. "-Wings.

THE GEYSERS OF ICELAND.

Duftrin.-An Irishman of good family,
born in 1826. He was made Governor-
General of Canada in 1872; and was after-
wards Viceroy of India. Some years ago he
made a yacht voyage to Iceland, and pub-
lished an account of it under the title " Letters
from High Latitudes." The present selec-
tion is taken from this work.

"Stili clear daylight."-Owing to the high
latitude.

Geysers.-Boiling springs. The eruption
is caused by steam. There are geysers also,

3
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in New Zealand and in the western part of
the United States.

" A rise."-Used in a double sense. Both
cause the water to rise and make angry.

" Latent."-Not acting.

BATTLE OF THE BALTIC.

Thomas CamdPbcl.-1777-184 4 . A Scot-
tish poet. He worked hard and wrote in a
very polished style. His poems are very
popular. Some of them are: " The Pleas-
ures of Hope," "Gertrude of Wyoming,"
"Ye Mariners of England," " Lochiel's
Warning."

Battle ofthe Baltic.-Fought on April 2nd,
i8oî. The British fleet was sent out under
Sir Hyde Parker, with Nelson second in
command, to break up the armed neutrality
maintained by Russia, Sweden and Den.
mark.

Nelson was England's "greatest sailor."
He followed Napoleon through the Medi-
terranean and defeated him at the Battle of
the Nile. He then was sent to the Baltic
Sea where he won great success. He was
engaged in the struggle with the French
until in 1805 he destroyed the eneny's fleet
at the battle of Trafalgar; but lost his own
life in the battle.

"Leviathans."-Sea-monsters.
"2The brine."-The water.
"The might of England."-The strength

of England-the sailors.
"Van."-The foremost ships.
"Deadly space."----Because here the firing

was felt.
" Adamantine. "-Hard.
Elsinore.-A town and fortress on the

Island of 2ealand, commanding the entrance
to the Baltic.

Riou.-One of the captains.
" Mermaid's song condoes."-The mer.

maids, according to the belief of the sailors,
would sit on a rock and comb their hair, or
come and sing as a sign that some of the
sailors would be drowned.

OCEAN.

Lord George Gordon Byron.-1788-1824.
He was a great English poet who lived a
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very unhappy, dissipated life. He went to
help the Greeks in their struggle for inde-
pendence, and died in Grecce. He wrote
" Childe -Iarold," " Don Juan," "I Huurs of.
Idleness," and rnany other poems. This
selection is taken from the last canto of
"Childe Harold."

I Hù control stops with the shore."-Man
may destroy the earth, but cannot control the
ocean.

"Save his own."-The wreck of himself.
" His petty hope."-His only hope when

tossed about by the ocean is to reach the
shore; but the sea drowns him first, then
casts him on the earth.

"Lay." -Grammatical form is "lie."

"Lay " has been used to rh, me with " bay."
" Armaments."-Fleets.
"Oak leviathans. "-Leviathans are sea-

monsters. By oak leviathans Byron means
ships made by man who is called in the next
Une their "clay creator."

" Thse." - In apposition with " arma.
ments," and " oak leviathans."

"Armada's pride," etc.-The Spanish
Armada was a fleet sent out by Spain in
r588 to conquer England. The Spanish
were defeated by the English; but a great
storm arose which finally destroyed the Ar-
mada. The battle of Trafalgar was won by
Nelson in 1805 and a storm destroyed many
of the captured vessels.

"Assyria, Greece, Rome, Carthage." -
Great empires of the ancient world, now de-
cayed and ruled by " the stranger, slave, or
savage." But the ocean round their shores
is the same now as it was in the ancient days.

"Azure brow."-The blue sea retains no
mark of time.

Glasses itself "-Reflects itself.
"Imag of eternity."-Because 4 bound-

less, endless and sublime."
" A child of thee."-Byron was a great

swimmer. It is said that he swam the
Hellespont. He gives utterance to his de-
light in this last stanza.

THE LARK AT THE DIGGINGS.

Charles Reade.-Born in 1814. An Eng-
lish novel writer. His style is vigorous and

full of incident. "The Wandering Her,"
"l Hard Cash," and " Foui Play " are among
his works. Tþe present selection is taken
from " Never Too Late to Mend."

" Squatter."-One who settiles on land
without owning it. After a certain number
of years a squatter becomes entitled to his
land.

"E nglish was written on it."-Everything
about the place was like England.

" Lark "-" Tom " had understood that
he was coming to have some fun.

"Exile."-The lark is an English bird.
"Sotlo voce."-In a low tone.
"Dulce domum."-" Sweet Home." The

refrain of a Latin song sung by the boys of
Westminster school before the holidays.

ARITHMETICAL PROBLEMS.

By Leo. B. Davidson, Head Master, Public
School, Sault Ste. Marie.

i. (a) The divisor is 17, the quotient is
15, the remainder is the greatest whole num-
ber possible. Find the dividend.

(b) The divisor and .the quotient are
equal, but if the divisor were twice v/hat it is
the quotient would be 15. Find the divi-
dend. Ans. (a) 271; (b) 900.

2. (a) From what number must we take
- - ÷¼+ 21×X21 in order to leave - x¼

+ 21÷+2Î?

(b) If .7i of a rumber is 352, how much

is '7i of the same number ?
Ans. (a) 4; (b) 355.

3. A man has jo acres of land. He sells
it in village lots each containing i ac. 2 ro.
26 sq. per. 20J sq. yds. at $200 per lot.

Find (a) how much he gets for his land;
(b) how much he gets per acre.

Ans. (a) $r,2oo; (b) $120.

4. A mechanic worked a certain number
of days for e22.50. If he had worked 9

days longer he would have received $33.75.
Find (a) his daily wages ; (b) the number of
days he worked.

Ans. (a) 81.25; (b) 18 days.

5. A manufacturer sold to an agent a
" Self-Binder " at a profit of j of prime cost.
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The agent sold it to a farmer for $175, which
was , more than it cost him. Find (a) the
prime cost of the machine; (b) the rate of
profit made out of the farmer.

Ans,. (a) &1oo ; (b) 75 per cent.
6. A farmer in driving to market observes

that the hind wheel of his waggon which is

13 ft. in circumference has made exactly 180
turns less than the fore wheel which is 9 ft.
in circumference. Find (a) how much less
than a mile he has gone, (b) how many
turns the smaller wheel has made.

Ans. (a) 5 yards; (b) 585.
7. A stationer bought 2 reams of note

paper at $1.75 per ream. He sold ; of it in
small quantities at the rate of 6 sheets for 5
cents, and the balance at 12J cents per quire.
Find his gain (a) on the whole quantity of
paper ; (b) on the paper sold in small quan-
tities. Ans. (a) $3.30 ; (b) &2.70.

8. A certain number of boys bought a
basket of grapes containing 131 pounds at 10
cents per pound. One-third of the nunIber
agreed to pay 6 cents each, J of then 8 cents
each, and the others 9 cents each. Find (a)
the number of boys; (b) the average contri-
bution. Ans. (a) 18 ; (b) 7à cents.

9. When wood is worth $3.25 per cord a
merchant is billed #34.I2J for a car.load
28 ft. long and 8 ft. wide. How high is the
wood piled ? Ans. 6 feet.

io. A reaping-machine takes a swathe of

13 ft. 9 in. How far will a team travel in
reaping a 1o acre field? ns. 6 miles.

CURIOUS ANSWERS.

The following specimens were culled, un-
changed in spelling, expression or punctua-
lion, from the answers to the history and
literature papers at the last entrance examin-
ation.

HISTORY.

Question 2. " The wars of the Roses were
started to rescue from infidels the sepecular
of our Savour."

" A quarrel not much larger than a man's
hand now in 1455 began to darken the
Lancastrians."

" In the lime of Henry VI. he became a

411

little silly and the imbesis (imbecile?) Charles
became regent during a time and as he
once tasted royal blood he did not like to
give il up when Henry became well, so
there was a war arose."

3. "Elizabeth established religious, de.
feated the Aramanda, formed good laws, and
invented the naval forces."

'•As she was a Prodestan the ait of
religion was chiefly founded in England."

5. "Wm. Pitt was a prophice he told
people what was going to happen when
there were going to be wars or any thing
like that."

" Wm. Pitt was a nobleman, he had a son
and he was forced by a tyrant to try to kill
his son. But he did it and he didn't hurt
his son. The shot went right through the
middle of the apple and Wm. Pitt was asked
the reason he did il and he repliçd that if il
had harmed his son that he would have
killed the man who forced him to do il."

6. " This was commencent of penicular
war which lasted 6 years in which wessley
trampled upon many of bonepart's best
generals."

7. "Mr. Gladstone -has been primear of
England for a long lime but lately he has
been thrown out by the conservatories,"

8. "I Henry VIII. was important because
he married so often and got so many of
his wives executed."

" Henry VIII. was important because he
had six wives and only three children."

LITERATURE.

Question i (a) " Snowy wing," means "a
white iceberg," "a wing 4ll over snow."

" Shall fan " ",she can fan herself with the
wing that is cold."

(d) " Mart is a place that is cold, main is
a place that is not so cold as mart," " Main
is were il is sort of fence arouind were."

(h) " Groaning cargo of despair means a
load of unhealthy food " " means the load is
all over the ship and the men are groaning
over it with despair," " means when they
would be all drunk they would be making a
dreadful noise and likely swearing and fight.
ing," " Leathern drug means medicine
wrapped in leather."
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(j) "We should express a feeling of joy,"
surprise " " sorrow."

(k) ' Wc should learn never to get dr'unk
nor to be bad boys or girls."

Question 2 (a) " Frankness " neans " dry.

niess," "iquietness," "Ipity," "joyfulness,"
" keenness,"" funny noise," " kind of rough
and jolly." " Wistfully" means " stronly "
" boldly," " checrfully," " brightly." " wise.

ly," " thoughtfully," " with thankfuiness,"
wonderfully," " very sharply."

" Waxing " means " getting sticky,"
"cold and hard like wax," " growing like

wax," " pale and frightened," " separating,"
dying and getting the colour of wax."
" Superadded means helped by an un-

seen hand," ' said after him," " i% half
crying."

(b) " Rallied back means he receivcd a
little strength aftcr bc recived the spirits."

(c) " Fluttered means fussed around."
" Thobbed means felt sorry," " didn't

know whether to go."
(d) " That ligament, etc., means the scum

that came on his cyes was vcry thin, but it
was never broken," " means that the skin
which joins the bones was not brokcn."

CONTEMPORARY LITERATURE.

THE Montreal Witness will shortly
celebrate its fortieth anniversary. Our con-
temporary is well and favourably known in
Canada.

EVERY number of Our Litle Ones for
1885 has maintained its rputation, as a
pretty magazine in every way suitable for
children.

THE Library Magazine continues to com-
mend itself to a wide circle of readers by re-
publishing good literature from magazines

and reviews.
IN the pages of the Eclectic Magaaine are

constantly found valuable articles, of interest
to the reading public. In the number before
us (November) there is an admirable selec-
tion, including two or three scientific articles
and some short stories.

Littedts Living Age (Nov. 21.) is a good
number, but it is scarcely necessary to say so,
for the Living Age seldom or never disap-
points its readers. The page of verse which
holds the place of honour must surely be
selected by one who knows the poet's art
well. A recent leading article in the London
Spectator, entitled, " The Righteousness of
Moderation " which can hardly fail to be read
and pondered, closes the present number.

OUR contemporary, the Chicago Current,
has triumphantly survived the many pro-
phecies of its suspension. Its editorial com-
ments on current events are incisive, shrewd

and patriotic. Fiction and poetry also have
no small space allotted to them. We will
pass over a few remarks on Her Majesty,
Queen Victoria, and many other less impor-
tant persônages, (such as the Captain of the
Agoma), in silence, which is the most effec.
tive answer.

WE have before us the November number
of Electra, a Southern Magazine publisbed
in Louisville, Ky., and edited by two ladies,
which has many features to commend it to
favourable consideration. Original verse
and fiction, an occasional paper on history
or travel, a medical department, and a well-
conducted editprial department-such are the
usual contents of a conteniporary wb!ch we
are glad to see.

A BRILLIANT array of artists and aûthors
lend their aid to make the December Harper
one of the finest numbers ever issued. The
fiction is especially strong, including a farce
by Mr. Howells which surpasses even the
" Elevator" Story, and short stories by
Elizabeth Stuart Phelps and Miss Murfree.
Several of the great pictures of the Nativity
are reproduced in the highest style of the
engraver's art.

THE bi-monthly numbers of Education
offer thoughts and make suggestions on the
most essential part of the educator's work.
In the last number, may be mentioned Prof-
McCosh's article on "What an American
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University should be," and a happily-con-
ccivcd paper "About the Minds of Little
Children " by the P ev. M. A. Powers. Therc
are also several articles on various aspects
of education at the South.

WE beg ta draw the attentionof our readers
to the announccments of the Century Com-
pany in regard to their publications (Century
Magazine and St Nicholas) for the coming
year, to be found in our advertising columns.
The widely-read War Papers have no doubt
been partly instrumental in causing the phe-
nomenal incr'ease in the circulation of the Cen-
tury during 1885, but they have not been ai-
lowcd to overshadow the other departments, as
may be seen by reference to the November
number, which is a particularly good one in
several respects. St Nicholas has very many
friends, and deservedly so.

Lippincott's Magazine. The November
number of this popular monthly comes early
to hand, the articles of most permanent
interest being, perhaps, " The Peabody Mu-
seum of American Archoology " and " Queen
Anr.e Architecture." In the first of these
some account is given of this splendid endow.
ment of Harvard University by the great
philanthropist whose name it commemorates.
The fiction is quite attractive ; clients would
do well to ponder the result of "The Lady
Lawyer's First Client," concluded thismonth,
In which the client (a lady) seules her suit
behind her counsel's back, for a ridiculously
small sum of course, much less than the
counsel had previously refused, and very
much less than an enlightened jury was on
the eve of awarding her against a railway
company. [We regret very much that the
foregoing notice was crowded ont of last
month's issue.]

SEED-THOUGHTS FOR THE GROWING LIFE.
Selected by Mary E. Burt. 20 cents.
Chicago: The Colegrove Book Co.

The "Seed-Thoughts" are three or four
hundred quotations from Robert Browning,
Marcus Aurelius, Longfellow and others,

many of the best being anonymous. There

is not too much poetry, indeed, it is a curi-

os fact that there is, so far as we remember,
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not one quotation from the greatest English
poct. The history of the little book is given
in the preface by the authoress. Teachers
will find it interesting.

PEAsE'S SINGING-BOOK FOR THE USE OF
HIGII ScIIoOLS AND MUSIC CLAsSES.
Boston: Ginn & Co.

Consists of a large number of progressive
exercises and songs, designed for those wish-
ing to read and understand music.

Rip VAN WINKLE. *By WashIngton Irving.
New York: Arthur Hinds, 3 W. 3rd St.

The "Amsterdam Edition" of Irving's
famous story is a beautiful little book, artis-
tic in design and execution. It is printed on
pale-green paper in deep-blue ink, this com-
bination having been lately pronounced by
specialists to be the least injurious to eye-
sight.

A FIRST HIS2ORY OF ENGLAND. By
Louise Creighton. London: Rivingtons.
Third Edition.

Any one at ail familiar with the work of

this authoress in English history will not be

at ail surprised at the fair, candid, sensible
and enthusiastic spirit in which the present

volume is written. It contains probably
from one-half to two-thirds as much matter

as Miss Thompson's History of England

(authorized); and, though comparisons are

odious, we beg leave to say that the spirit of

patriotism which breathes in this "First

History " is almost undiscoverable in our

authorized text-book.

AsTRONOMY FOR BEGINNERS. By F. Fel-
lowes, M.A. New York : Jno. Wiley &
Sons.

Designed for young children, this book

really begins at the beginning, and forms a

capital introduction to the study of astron-

omy.

FRANKLIN SQUARE SONG COLLECTION.
No. 3. Selected byJ. P. McCaskey. 50C.
and $i. New York: Harper & Brothers.

Among the two hundred songs and hymns

which compose this collection, almost every
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school and home will find its favourites. A
great advantage is secured by the careful
arrangement of the songs and the introduc-
tiori of apt quotations either on the more
imnediate subject of the song or on music
in general.

THEORETICAL AND PRACTICAL BooK-
KEEPING. Williams and Rogers, Ro.
chester.

This is not only one of the newest but one
of the most complete works on book-keeping
which we have seen.' It deals with the
method of keepivg books in most of its
phases, and the explanations are so full and
clear that it may well be called self-instruct-
ing. It is of such a size that the examples
supplied for the guidance of the student ap-
proximate to those in actual business. As a
rule, however, the exercises are too lengthy
to enable a student in a short time to obtain
an intelligent grasp of the subject ; and not
sufficient attention is given to single entry,
w.hich, in spite of all the efforts against it of
teachers of book-keeping, maintains its
ground in the stores of a large porticn of our
retail dealers. The book .is beautifally
printed on fine paper.

GERMAN POETRY FOR ScHoOLS. Edited
by C. H. Parry, M.A., and G. Gidley
Robinson, M.A., Assistant-Masters at
Charterhouse School.

A bright, attractive collection of German
poems, selected· from a .great variety of
sources, and supplied with a vocabulary. A
few of the earlier poems are printed in both
Roman and German type, and literally trans-
lated. If all this does not lure the beginner
into'the wide and pleasant fields of German
poetry, how is it to be done?

GERMAN PASSAGES FOR PRACTICE IN UN-
'SEEN TRANSLATION. Edited by A. R.
Lechner, Senior Master of Modern Lan-
guages, Modern School, Bedford. Riving-
tons, Waterloo Place. London, 1885.
The extracts in this little book of i8o

pages are intended to test a candidate's
ability to translate at sight a passage from an

"unspecified author." For such a purpose
great variety is necessary, and as little as.
sistance as possible should be given. Mr.
Lechner's collection, containing over 150
extracts, each about a page in length, from
over sixty authors in various fields of litera-
ture, seems to do as much as can be done in
such a very uncertain department.

THE GERMAN VERB-DRILL, presenting the
Mechanism of the Collaquial and Written
Language; adapted to Schools or Home
Instruction. By Adolphe Dreyspring.
New York: D. Appleton & Co., 1885.
pp. 276.

The " German Verb-Drill" is intended to
supplement a volume published some two
years ago by the same author, and entitled
"The Cumulative Method,' or it may be
used as an oral exercise book to any ordinary
German 'grammar. Mr. Dreyspring recog-
nizes a fact which is well known to all ex-
perienced teachers' of language, that the
verb is really of prime importânce, and that
a fill mastery of its conjugation.and a facility
in its use, if once attained, make the re-
mainder of the language easy. He also
recognizes fùlly that to divorce theory from
practice in lahguage is to fail in both.

'Books like this are excellent for oral prac-
tice, and the oral element in our teaching of
language has been too frequently absent.
For every rule or principle an example, both
oral and written, and for every example a
principle or a rule to be deduced should be
the motto. We believe the Verb-Drill, or
something like it, would remedy the dead.
ness induced by the exclusive use of grammar
and text, and that employed, as the author
suggests, for ten or fifteen minutes, to vary
the ordinary lessons, it would do much to
awaken interest and make the study of lan-
guage a thing of life. The system, even if
not adopted, is worthy of examination on
account of its freshness and originality.

THE NEW DRAWING-BOOKS.

THE issue of a Canadian Series of Draw.
ing-Books, authorized by the Minister of
Education, and superseding the "American
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Text-Baoks of Art Education," formerly used
in the Ontario Art School and elsewhere,
naturally raised the expectation that the new
series would be the work of men of experi-
ence and high reputation, and that it would
be better adapted for our schools than that
forierly in use.

With judgment, and a fair knowledge of
progressive study and of the form which that
study should take, it is not difficult to cull,
from the many freehand examples extant,
a sufficiency o(good examples; or, indeed, a
respectable collection of studies for a new
series. Four books of the promised five are
now before us, and puerile and unsatisfactory
they prove to be, one of the most serious
faults being a lamentable absence of unity.
A niumber of petty, niggling designs, enough
to give the beginner a dislike to drawing, are
thrust among an otherwise fair selection.
(Pages 9, 11 and 13, Book I., will exemplify).
Such work is totally unsuitable for young
pupils, or, indeed, forany pupil. Microscopic
divisions of lines are subversive of the object
specified in the synopsis. The pupil should
acquire some skill in the use of the pencil, in
the judgment of distances and proportion.
In these books, so much of the construction
and judgment of proportion is done for the
pupil, and the examples to be copied are of
so diminutive a size, that very little is left to
be completed by the pupil, while the mini-
mum exercise of " judgment " is required
from him. He is moreover informed in the
first paragraph of general directions, that he
is to be "taught to rely solely upon the judg.
ment of the eye in estimating form, distance
and proportion." Five lines below this, he
reads: "It is essential, however, that the
teacher should have the means of testing the
correctness of the drawings, and proving to
his pupils the justice of his criticisms. A
pair of compasses and a rule divided into
inches and fractionil parts will suffice for
the purpose, and these should always be at
hand." Comment on this kind of teaching
is needless.

SHAKESPEARE'S SELECT PLAY.-" Twelfth
Night." Edited by W. Aldis Wright,
M.A. LL.D. New York and London:
Macmillan & Co. Toron'o: R. W.
Douglas & Co.

The " Clarendon Press" editions need no
eulogy. Teachers and students are well
aware that they are as nearly perfect as may
be. In none is this more evident than in
" Twelfth Night," and the "Merchant of
Venice"; the latter being the text pre-
scribed in English Literature for honor
work at the Ju.*,r Matriculation of 1886 in
the University of Toronto.

NATURAL IISTORY SERIES. By James
Johonnot. Books III. and IV. Neigh-
bouts with Claws and Hoofs and Their
Kin. Neighbours with Wings and Fins
and Some Others. For Boys and Girls.
New York: D. Appleton & Co.

From title-page onwards, these books
are beautiful, and bear witness, not only
to the art of the engraver and printer,
but also to the ability, industry and correct
judgment of the editor. We have great

pleasure in speaking of them in terms of
high praise.

ELEMENTS OF INORGANIC CHEMISTRY,
DESCRIPTIVE AND QUALITATIVE. By
James H. Shepard, Instructor in Chemis-
try, Ypsilanti High School. D. C. Heath
& Co., Boston, 1885.

There is probably no department in the
curriculum of High School work that is so
well supplied with text-books and works of
reference as that of chemistry; yet we wel-
come this latest book, not because it adds
anything to our present knowledge of this
most exact of the physical sciences, but be-
cause it supplies a real want in educational
literature. Science masters throughout the
Province have felt the need of an elementary
text-book òf a higher grade than a primer
that they could place in the hands of their
pupils, with the expectation that it would
prove more than a mere collectionof facts to.
be memorized with difficulty, or an array of
truths to be doubtfully assimilated: - The
author of- this work is evidently a man who
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has had experience in teaching, and in teach.
ing just such a class of pupils as we have in
the High Schools of Ontario. The method
he adopts, and the way in which he presents
the subject, are the only ones practicable in
our class-rooms, if the teaching of chemistry
is to have any value. "This method con-
templates," to quote the author's words in
the chapter addressed to the teacher, " didac-
tic instruction by the teacher ; a good text-
book, and as many books of reference as
possible; much work by the student, who
should keep a careful record of all work
done, and who should recite frequently ; and
work by the teacher, either in the presence
of the class, when the class is large, or per-
sonal directions to the student when the
class is small." The more important ele-
ments, non-metallic and metallic, with their
principal inorganic compounds, are briefly
described, and the pupil is made acquainted
with their characteristic properties and re-
actions by a series of simple experiments to
be performed by the teacher before the class,
or in some instances, where circumstances
permit, by the pupil himself. The experi-
ments chosen are such as best illustrate the
subject under consideration, without, at the
same time, requiring the use of such appa-

ratus as is to be found only in the best
equipped laboratories of Europe. While
proper attention is paid to the presentation
of the facts of the science, due account also
is taken of chemical theory ; and the theories
of Dalton and Avogadro, with their more
important bearings, aie very fairly dealt
with. Especially commendable for clearness
and simplicity is the chapter devoted t
Binary Compounds, Acids, Bases, Salts,
Chemical Nomenclature and Equations. The
subjects perhaps least satisfactorily discussed
are the Laws of Chemical Combination, the
determination of Atomic Weights, and the
definition and classification of the Metals
But the faults in these respects are not seri-
ous, and do not much impair the usefulness
of the book ; for they give a chance to the
competent teacher to impart such supple-
mentary instruction on these points as may
best suit the requirements and capacity of his
class. The most noteworthy, and probably
the best, feature of the work is the attention
given to such: matters as will cultivate the
pupil's own powers of observation and give
him a personal interest in the science. We
therefore heartily commend it to the science
teachers and pupils of Ontario as an efficient
and reliable text-book.

BUSINESS.
If you know your subscription to have

expired, renew it at once. $1 per annum is
the subscription price, and there is not a
teacher in Canada who cannot afford to pay
that sum for a good educational p.-per.

Notify TE MONTHLY at once of change
of post-office, always giving the name of old
office as well as the new.

THE MONTHLY will not be discontinued
to responsible subscribers until ordered to be
stopped. Bills will bë rendered from time
to time, and prompt payment of the same
will be expected.

Subscribers wishing to introduce TiE
MONTHLY to their friends can h:ve speci.

men copies sent free fron this office to any
address.

Our readers will observe that special at-
tention has been given to the examination
papers of this year in the july-August, Sep-
tember and October numbers of the Maga-
zine; in many cases hints and answers are
given, and for several papers solutions have
b en furnished to all the questions. We
hope subscribers and others will show in a
practical way their intelligent appreciation
of the valuable work done by the editors of
the differeut departments of TE MONTHLY.

Bound copies of this Magazine in cloth
can be had from Williamson & Co., King
Street West, Toronto, for $1.50 per copy.
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